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DR.  SCOTTS 

ANSWER  'SO  THE  BISHOP  OF  LINCOLN. 


PROPOSALS 
BY  W.  W.  WOODWARD,  PHILADELPHIA, 

FOR  PUBLISHIJ^G  BY  SUBSCRIPTIOJ^T, 

The  Rev,  Dr.  Thomas  Scott's  Remarks 

ON 

*^  fTie  Refutation  of  Calvinhm^ 

BY  GEORGE  TOMLINE,  D.D. 

LORD  BISHOP  OF  LINCOLN." 


THE  writings  of  this  eminent  divine  are  held  in  the  highest 
estimation  by  the  pious  of  various  denominations.  He  is  ac- 
knowledged to  be  one  of  the  best  advocates  for  evangelical 
truth,  which  the  present  age  has  produced.  His  commentary 
on  the  scriptures  has  passed  through  three  large  editions  in 
this  country  and  a  fourth,  larger  than  either  of  the  former  is 
now  preparing  for  press  by  W.  W.  W.  in  3  vols,  quarto,  7 
dollars  per  volume,  without  any  marginal  references — the  notes 
following  immediately  after  the  text. 

The  work  now  proposed  for  publication  is  a  most  able  and 
elaborate  defence  of  those  doctrines  which  are  commonly  call- 
ed evangelical,  and  which  are  by  no  means  peculiar  to  the 
Calvinists.  The  bishop  of  Lincoln,  published  what  he  was 
pleased  to  call  "  a  Refutation  of  Calvinism,"  under  which 
proscribed  and  odious  name,"  says  the  Christian  Observer, 
"  he  has  attacked  some  of  the  fundamental  points  of  that  faith, 
"  which  was  once  delivered  to  the  saints." 

"  In  this  work  of  the  Bishop,"  continues  the  Christian  Ob- 
server, "  he  has  greatly  mistaken  and  misrepresented  the  sen- 
timents and  the  persons  he  undertook  to  refute,  and  in  many 


importaflt  points  iias  maintained  doctnnes  contrary  to  the  de- 
clarations of  scripture." 

Dr.  Scott,  in  his  remarks  upon  this  publication  of  the  Bish- 
op of  Lincoln,  most  ably  defends  that  system  of  religion, 
which  a  great  body  of  christians  supposed  to  be  contained  in 
the  scriptures,  from  the.  uncandid  and  illiberal  attacks  of  its 
enemies,  and  obviates  the  unfounded  objections  which  are  so 
often  brought  up  against  it.  The  reviewers  in  the  Christian 
Observer^  after  occupying  about  sixty  pages  of  their  miscellany 
in  commenting  on  the  excellencies  of  Dr.  Scott's  "  remarks," 
conclude  their  review  with  the  following  passage.  "  We  can- 
not, however,  conclude  this  long  extended  article,  without  re- 
commending the  study  of  Dr.  Scott's  laborious  work  to  such 
of  our  readers  as  feel  interested  in  these  discussions.  It  will 
amply  repay  those  who  are  willing  to  undertake  and  patiently 
to  pursue  its  perusal.  If  it  does  not  afford,  what  cannot  be 
expected  from  any  human  performance,  a  satisfactory  solution 
of  the  difficulties  which  must  ever  attend  some  of  the  subjects 
of  which  it  treats,  it  will  be  found  to  contain  a  large  and  valu- 
able mass  of  observations  on  other  most  important  theological 
topics ;  and  will,  at  least,  leave  on  the  mind  of  every  unpreju- 
diced reader  a  strong  impression  of  the  extensive  scriptural 
knowledge,  the  controversial  ability,  and  what  is  far  more 
estimable  than  any  other  qualities  and  attainments,  the  chris> 
tian  moderation  and  charity,  and  the  mature  and  vigorous 
pi*y  of  its  author." 


CONDITIONS. 


The  fvork  shall  be  comprised  in  txvo  large  octavo  volumes — 
answering  as  a  sixth  and  seventh  vohwie  to  his  Miscellaneous 
works,  published  by  W-  W.  Woodward;  or  will  be  sold  separate 
in  two  volumes.  It  shall  be  printed  on  good  paper  with  a  fair 
type,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  subscribers  for  txuo  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  volume,  bound,  and  two  dollars  and  twentyfive 
cents  in  boards,  payable  on  delivery  of  each  volume. 

Those  who  interest  themselves  in  the  work  and  procure  five 
subscribers,  theij  becoming  responsible  for  their  subscriptions, ^ 
shall  receive  every  sixth  copy  for  their  trouble. 

The  work  shall  be  put  to  press  as  soon  as  a  number  of  sub- 
scribers shall  have  been  procured  sufjicient  to  warrant  the  un- 
dertaking. Persons  holding  subscription  papers  are  requested 
to  return  theyn  by  the  first  January  next,  to  W.  IV.  Woodivard, 
Bookseller,  Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia,  August  21, 1815. 


Tlifi 

DOCTRINES 


OF    THE 


CHRISTIAN  RELIGION 

EXPLAINED  AND  DEFENDED, 


'Quest.  LXV.  What  special  benefits  do  the  members  of  the 
invisible  church. enjoy  by  Christ? 

Answ.  The  members  of  the  invisible  church,  by  Christ,  enjov 
union  and  communion  with  him  in  grace  and  glory. 

^UEST.  LXVI.  WJiat  is  that  union  xvhich  the  elect  have  with 
Christ  P 

Answ.  The  union  which  the  elect  have  with  Christ,  is  the 
work  of  God's  grace,  whereby  they  are  spiritually  and  mysr 
tically,  yet  really  and  inseparably  joined  to  Christ,  as  their 
head  and  husband,  which  is  done  in  their  effectual  xalling., 

WE  have,  in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  work,  considered 
man  as  made  upright  at  first;  but  not  continuing  in 
that  state,  plunged  into  those  depths  of  sin  and  misery,  which 
would  have  rendered  his  state  altogether  desperate,  vyithout 
the  interposition  of  a  Mediator;  whose  designation  to  this  work, 
his  fitness  for,  and  faithful  discharge  thereof,  have  been  parti- 
cularly considered  in  several  foregoing  answers,  wherein  we 
have  had  an  account  of  his  Person  as  God-ma:i ;  his  offices  of 
Prophet,  Priest,  and  King,  his  twofold  estate,  to  wit,  of  humi- 
liation and  exaltation ;  and  the  benefit^  v/hich  accrue  to  the 
church  thereby.  This  church  has  also  been  considered  as  viii' 
ble  or  invisible;  and  the  former  of  these,  as  enjoying  many  pri- 
vileges which  respect,  more  especially,  the  ordinary  means  pf 
salvation. 

We  are  now  led  to  consider  the  benefits  which  the  members 
of  the  invisible  church,  to  wit,  the  whole  number  of  the  elect, 
who  have  been,  are,  or  shall  be  gathered  into  one,  under 
Christ,  their  head,  enjoy  by  him.  And  these  are  contained  in 
two  general  heads  :  namelv,  union  and  communion  with  him  in 

Vol..  nr.  '       ? 
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grace  and  glory  ;  which  comprise  in  them  the  blessings  of  both 
worlds,  as  the  result  of  their  relation  to,  and  interest  in  him. 
First,  they  are  united  to  him,  and  then  made  partakers  of  his 
benefits.  All  grace  imparted  to  us  here,  is  the  result  thereof; 
as  the  apostle  says,  Of  htm  are  ye  in  Christ  Jesus^  who  of  did 
is  made  unto  us  wisdom^  and  righteousness^  and  sanctification^ 
and  redemption^  1  Cor.  i.  30.  And  elsewhere  our  Saviour  says, 
He  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the  same  bringeth  forth, 
much  fruit,  John  xv.  5.  And  the  contrary  hereunto  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  exercise  of  any  grace  :  Without  me  ye  can  do 
nothings        '■■■■       ' 

Moreover,  that  communion  which  the  saints  have  with 
Christ  in  glory,  whereby  they  who  are  brought  to  a  state  of 
perfection,  participate  of  those  graces  and  comforts  which  flow 
l^rom  their  continued  union  with  him ;  and  the  first  fruiis,  ojc 
foretastes  of  glory,  which  they  have  in  this  world,  are  also 
founded  on  it.  Thus  the  apostle  calls  Christ  in  his  people.  The 
hope  of  glory,  Colos.  i.  2f.  and  speaking  of  his  giving  eternal 
life  to  them,  he  considers  them  as  being  in  his  hand,  from 
whence  none  shall  pluck  them  out,  John  x.  28.  or  separate  them 
from  him.  So  that  they  shall  enjoy  everlasting  happiness  with 
him,  inasmuch  as  they  shall  be  found  in  him,  Phil.  iii.  9.  which 
leads  us  more  particularly  to  consider, 

What  this  union  with  Christ  is.  The  scripture  often  speaks 
of  Christ's  being,  or  abiding  in  his  people,  and  they  in  him  ; 
and  assigns  it  as  an  evidence  of  their  interest  in  the  blessings 
he  has  purchased  for  them :  and,  indeed,  it  is  from  hence  that 
all  internal  and  practical  godliness  is  derived. 

This  privilege  argues  infinite  condescension  in  him,  and 
tends  to  the  highest  advancement  of  those  who  are  the  subjects 
thereof.  Now  that  we  may  understand  what  is  intended  there- 
by, let  us  take  heed  that  we  do  not  include  in  it  any  thing  that 
tends  to  extenuate  it  on  the  one  hand ;  or  to  exalt  those  who 
Jare  made  partakers  of  it  above  the  station  or  condition  into 
which  they  are  brought  thereby,  on  the  other. 

It  is  not  sufficient  to  suppose  that  this  union  contains  in  it 
no  more  than  that  his  people  have  the  same  kind  of  nature  with 
him,  as  being  made  partakers  of  flesh  and  blood ;  he  having 
himself  taken  part  of  the  same,  Heb.  ii.  14.  He  is  indeed  allied 
to  us,  as  having  all  the  essential  perfections  of  our  nature  :  and 
this  was  an  instance"  of  infinite  condescension  in  him,  and  ab- 
Volutely  necessary  to  oar  redemption  ;  nevertheless,  this  simili- 
tude of  nature,  abstracted  from  other  considerations,  accom- 
panying or  flowing  from  his  incarnation,  contains  in  it  no  other 
idea  of  union,  between  Christ  and  his  people,  than  that  which 
they  have  with  one  another;  nor  is  it  a  privilege  peculiar  to 
believers,  since  Christ  took  on  him  the  same  human  nature  thai 
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all  men  have,  though  with  a  peculiar  design  of  grace  to  those 
whom  he  came  to  redeem.  This  I  the  rather  take  notice  of, 
because  the  Socinians,  and  others,  that  speak  of  this  privilege, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  often  mentioned  in  scripture,  appear  to  have 
ver^'  low  thoughts  of  it,  when  they  suppose  nothing  more  than 
this  to  be  intended  thereby- 

Again,  this  union  includes  in  if  more  than  what  is  contained 
in  that  mutual  love  that  is  between  Christ  and  believers,  in 
that  sense  in  which  there  is  an  union  of  affection  between  those 
who  love  one  another ;  as  it  is  said.  The  soul  of  Jonathan  xvas 
knit  xvith  the  soul  of  David ;  and  fonathan  loved  him  as  his 
oivn  souly  1  Sam.  xviii.  1.  In  which  respect  believers  are  uni- 
ted to  one  another ;  or,  as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  their  hearts 
are  knit  together  in  love^  Col.  ii.  2.  hei?!^  tike  minded^  having 
the  same  love^  being  of  one  accord^  of  one  ynind^  Phil.  ii.  2.  or, 
as  he  adds.  Let  this  mind  also  be  in  you^  which  -was  also  in 
Christ  Jesus,  ver.  5.  I  say  it  includes  more  than  this,  which 
is  rather  the  fruit  and  consequence  of  our  union  with  Christ, 
tKari  that  vrherein  it  principally  consists. 

Moreover  we  must  take  heed  that  we  do  not,  in  explaining 
this  union  between  Christ  and  believers,  include  more  in  it  than 
what  belongs  to  creatures  infinitely  below  him,  to  whom  they 
are  said  to  be  united :  therefore  we  cannot  but  abhor  the  blas- 
phemy of  those  who  speak  of  an  essential  union  of  creatures 
with  God ;  o,r,  as  though  they  had  hereby  something  derived 
to  them  in  common  with  Christ  the  great  Mediator.* 

But  passing  by  this  method  of  accounting  for  the  union  be- 
tween Christ  and  believers,  thete  are  two  senses  in  which  it  is 
taken  in  scripture  ;  one  is,  that  which  results  from  Christ's  be- 
ing their  federal  head,  representative,  or  surety;  having  un- 
dertaken to  deal  with  the  justice  of  God  in  their  behalf,  so  that 
what  he  should  do,  as  standing  in  this  relation  to  them,  should 
be  placed  to  their  account,  as  much  as  though  it  had  been  done 

*  The  first  that  seems  to  use  this  unsavoxiry  mode  of  speaMng,  is  Gregory  J^azi- 
aiaen  ,•  -who  did  not  consider  how  inconsistent  some  of  those  rhetorical  -ways  of  speak- 
ing, he  seems  fond  of,  are  tuith  thtit  doctrine,  -which,  in  other  parts  of  his  -writings^ 
he  maintained.  Those  words  Xpia-lciTroiuv,  and  ^lovcuiy,  which  he  sometimes  uses  to  ex- 
press the  nature,  or  consequence  of  this  union  betiveen  Christ  ajid  believers,  are  very 
disgustful.  In  one  place  of  his  writings,  (Vid.ejusd.  Orat.  41.)  exhorting  Christians 
to  be  like  Christ,  he  says.  That  because  he  became  like  unt0  7ts,  ^*^*&<t  ©tot  ^i  ctvhv, 
t  fliciamur  Dii  proptei-  i})sum ;  and  elsewhere,  (in  Orat.  35.  de  Folio.)  he  snt/s,  Hie 
homo  Dfeas  efiectus  postea  quam  cum  Deo  coaluit  tta.ytyuiJi.iu ToraToy  Siof  o«-ov  %KtncQ 
avifovet  tytvii&n,  ut  ipse  quoqiie  tantum  Deus  efficiar  quantum  ipse  homo.  Jlnd 
.some  modern  -writers  have  been  fond  of  the  same  mode  of  speaking,  especially  among 
those  -who,  from  their  mysterious  and  unintelligible  mode  of  expressing  themselvet; 
have  rather  exposed  than  defended  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  Wefiiid  expressions 
of  the  like  nature  in  a  book  put  forth  by  Luther,  -which  is  siipposed  to  be  -written  by 
Taulerus,  before  the  Reformation,  called  Theologia  Germanica,  and  some  otherr, 
since  that  tiyne,  &uch  as  JParcelsus,  Sivenckfelt,  fVeigclius,  and  those  etithusiasi?, 
tfiat  have  adhtvfd  to  their  ;ininfe!!igible  nnd  blusphemonf  ■mod'";  ofx'ieal.-ivg. 
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by  them  in  their  own  persons :  this  is  what  contains  in  it  their 
concern  in  the  covenant  of  grace,, made  with  him  in  their  be- 
half; of  which  something  has  been  said  under  a  foregoing  an- 
swer ;  *  and  it  is  the  foundation  of  their  sins  being  imputed  to 
him,  and  his  righteousness  to  them ;  which  will  be  farther  con- 
sidered, when  we  treat  of  the  doctrine  of  justification  under  a 
following  answer,  f 

Therefore  this  union  with  Christ,,  which  is  mentioned  in  the 
answer  we  are  now  explaining,  is  of  another  nature,  and,  in 
some  respects,  may  be  properly  styled  a  vital  union^  as  all  spi- 
ritual life  is  derived  from  it ;  or  a  conjugal  union^  as  it  is  foun- 
ded in  consent,  mid  said  to  be  by  faith=H  Now  there  are  two 
things  observed  concerning  it. 

1.  It  is  expressed  by  our  being  spiritually  and  mystically 
joined  to  Christ :  it  is  styled  a  spiritual  union,  in  opposition  to 
those  gross  and  carnal  conceptions  which  persons  may  enter- 
tain concerning  things  being  joined  together  in  a  natural  way ; 
and,  indeed,  whatever  respects  salvation  is  of  a  spiritual  na- 
ture. 

It  is  moreover  called  a  mystical  union,  which  is  the  word 
most  used  by  those  who  treat  on  this  subject ;  and  the  reason 
is,  because  the  apostle  calls  it  a  great  mystery^  Eph.  v.  32.  by 
which  we  are  not  to  understand  the  union  there  is  between  man 
and  wife,  as  contained  in  the  similitude  by  which  he  had  be- 
fore illustrated  this  doctrine,  as  the  Papists  pretend,:!:  but  the 
union  that  there  is  between  Christ  and  his  church.  And  it  is 
probably  styled  a  mystery^  because  it  could  never  have  been 
Icnown  without  divine  revelation  :  and  as  Christ's  condescen- 
sion, expressed  herein,  can  never  be  sufficiently  admired ;  so 
it  cannot  be  fully  comprehended  by  us.  This  is  such  a  near- 
ness to  him,  and  such  a  display  of  love  in  him  as  passeth  knoxv- 
ledge..  However,  there  are  some  similitudes  used  in  scripture 
to  illustrate  it.    As, 

(1.)  The  union  that  there  is  between  the  vine  and  the  branches j 
John  XV.  1,  2,  5.  whereby  life,  nourishment,  growth  and  fruit- 

•   See  Vol.  II  fluent,  ol.  puge  16r. 

t   Quest.  70- 

i  'J^his  is  (lie  principtil,  if  not  the  only  scripture,  from  7vhich  they  pretend  to  prove 
marriage  to  be  a  sacrament,  and  tltey  urgiiv  tlm$.  The  Greth  church  had  no  other 
■word  to  express  wliat  was  afienvards  called  a  sacrament  by  the  Latin  church,  but 
fiutnfiiiv,  a  mvjtery  :  therefore  since  the  apostle  culls  marriage,  as  the}/  suppose,  a 
mystery,  tluuj  conclude  that  it  is  a  sacrajnent ;  -which  is  a  very  -zueak  foundation  for 
inserting  it  among  those  sacraments  ivhich  they  have  added  to  them  that  Christ  had 
instituted;  for  the  sacraments  are  no  rjhere  called  mysteries  in  scripture  .•  and  there- 
fore -we  are  not  to  explain  doctrines  by  imrds  r./dch  were  not  used  till  some  ages  after 
the  apostles'  time  .■  andiftltere  -were  any  thing  in  their  argument,  viz.  that  that  which 
is  called  a  mysfenj  in  scripture,  must  needs  be  a  sacrament,  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  apostle  calls  marriage  i.  great  mystery,  but  the  union  that  there  is  between 
Christ  and  his  church  ;  as  he  expressly  Mrs  in  the  f'A'owing  words  ;  1  speak  con- 
cerning Clu-ist.  and  llie  cimvr'i. 
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fulness  are  conveyed  to  them  :  in  like  manner  all  our  spiritual 
life  together,  with  the  exercise  and  increase  of  grace,  depend 
on  our  union  with,  abiding  in,  and  deriving  what  is  iiecessary 
thereunto,  from  him. 

(2.)  It  is  also  compared  to  the  union  there  is  between  the 
head  and  inembers^  as  the  apostle  farther  illustrates  it,  when  he 
styles  hi/n  the  head^  from  which  all  the  body^  by  joints  and 
bands^  having  nourishment  ministered^  and  knit  together^  in- 
crcaseth  tvitfi  the  increase  of  God^  Col.  ii.  19.  which  is  a  very 
beautiful  similitude,  whereby  we  are  given  to  understand,  that 
as  the  head  is  the  fountain  of  life  and  motion  to  the  whole  bod}', 
as  the  nerves  and  animal  spirits  take  their  rise  from  thence,  so 
that  if  the  communication  that  there  is  between  them  and  it, 
be  stopped,  the  members  would  be  useless,  dead,  and  insigni- 
ficant :  so  Christ  is  the  fountain  of  spiritual  life  and  motion,  to 
all  those  who  are  united  to  him. 

(3.)  This  union  is  farther  illustrated,  by  a  similitude  taken 
from  that  union  which  there  is  between  the  foundation  and  the 
building ;  and  accordingly  Christ  is  styled,  in  scripture,  the 
chief  comer  stone^  Eph.  ii.  20.  and  a  sxire  foundation^  Isa. 
xxviii.  16.  And  there  is  something  peculiar  in  that  phrase 
which  the  apostle  uses,  which  is  more  than  any  similitude  can 
express;  when  he  speaks  cf  Christ  as  the  living-  stone, or  rock, 
on  which  the  church  is  built ;  and  of  believers,  as  lively  stones^ 
1  Pet.  ii.  4,  5.  to  denote,  that  they  are  not  only  supported  and 
upheld  by  him,  as  the  building  is  by  the  foundation,  but  ena- 
bled to  put  forth  living  actions,  as  those  whose  life  is  derived 
fronv  this  union  with  him. 

(4.)  There  is  another  similitude  taken  from  that  nourish- 
ment which  the  body  receives,  by  the  use  of  food ;  and  there- 
fore our  Saviour  styles  himself  the  bread  of  life,  or  the  bread 
which  cometh  down  from  heaven,  that  a  man  may  eat  thereof 
and  not  die ;  and  proceeds  to  speak  of  his  giving  his  flesh  for 
the  life  of  the  xvorld ;  and  adds,  he  that  eateth  my  flesh  and 
drinketh  my  bloody  dwelleth  in  me,  and  I  in  him^  John  vi.  48 — 
56. 

(5.)  There  is  another  similitude,  by  which  our  being  united 
to  Christ  by  faith,  is  more  especially  illustrated,  taken  from 
the  union  which  there  is  between  man  and  wife  j  accordingly 
this  is  generally  styled,  a  conjugal  union,  between  Christ  and 
believers.  Thus  the  prophet  says.  Thy  Maker  is  thine  Hus- 
band, the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name;  arid  thy  Redeemer,  the  holy 
One  of  Israel,  Isa.  liv.  5.  And  the  apostle,  speaking  of  a  man's 
leaving  his  father  and  mother,  and  being  joined  unto  his  wife^ 
and  they  two  being  one  flesh,  Eph.  v.  31,  32.  applies  it,  as 
was  before  observed,  to  the  union  that  there  is  between  Christ 
and  the  church ;  and  adds,  that  we  are  members  of  his  body. 
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ofh'isfesh^  and  of  his  boncs^  ver.  30.  which  expression,  if  nat 
comjwred  with  other  scriptures,  would  be  very  hard  to  be  un- 
derstood; but  it  may  be  explained  by  the  like  phraseology, 
used  elsevvhere.  Thus,  when  God  formed  Eve  at  first,  and 
brought  her  to  Adam,  and  thereby  joined  them  together  in  a 
conjugal  relation :  he  says  upon  this  occasion,  This  is  noxv 
bone  of  my  bone^  and  fie  ah  of  my  fleshy  Gen.  ii.  23.  And  We 
find  also,  tiiat  other  relations,  which  are  more  remote  than  this, 
are  expressed  by  the  same  mode  of  speaking.  Thus  Laban 
says  to  l-xcoh.  Surely  thou  art  my  hone  and  my  fiesh^  Gen.  xxix. 
14.  And  Abimelech  pleading  the  relation  he  stood  in  to  the 
men  of  Shechem,  as  a  pretence  of  his  right  to  reign  over  them, 
tells  them,  Jam  your  hone  and  your  fesh^  Jiidgfts  ix.  2.  There- 
fore the  apostle  makes  use  of  the  same  expression,  agreeably 
to  the  common  mode  of  speaking  used  in  scripture,  to  set  forth 
the  conjugal  relation  which  there  is  between  Christ  and  be- 
lievers. 

The  apostle,  indeed,  elsewhere  alters  the  phrase,  when  he 
savs,  He  that  is  Joined  to  the  Lord  is  o)ie  Spirit^  1  Cor.  vi.  IT. 
whicli  is  so  difficult  an  expression,  that  some  who  treat  on  this 
subject,  though  concluding  that  there  is  in  it  soniething  that 
denotes  the  intimacy  and  nearness  of  this  union,  and  more  than 
Avhat  is  contained  in  the  other  phrase,  of  their  being-  one  fleshy 
r.evcrthcless,  reckon  it  among  those  expressions  which  are  in- 
explicable ;  though  I  cannot  but  give  into  the  sense  in  which 
some  understand  it ;  namely,  that  inasmuch  as  the  same  Spirit 
dwells  in  believers  that  dwelt  in  Christ,  though  with  different 
views  and  designs,  they  are  hereby  wrought  up,  in  their  mea- 
sure, to  the  same  temper  and  disposition  ;  or  as  it  is  expressed 
elsewhere,  The  same  mind  is  in  them  that  was  m  Christy  Phil, 
ii.  5.  which  is  such  an  effect  of  this  conjugal  relation  that  there 
is  between  him  and  them,  as  is  not  always  the  result  of  the 
same  relation  amongst  men.  The  reason  why  I  call  this  our 
being  united  to  Christ,  by  faith,  is  because  it  is  founded  in  a 
mutual  consent;  as  the  Lord  avouches  them  on  the  one  hand, 
to  be  his  people^  so  they,  on  the  other  hand,  avouch  him  to  be 
their  God^  Deut.  xxvi.  IT,  18.  the  latter  of  which  is,  properly 
speaking,  an  act  of  fiiith ;  whereby  they  give  up  themselves 
to  be  his  servants,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  and  that  for  ever. 

It  is  farther  observed  in  this  answer.  That  union  with  Christ 
is  a  work  of  God's  grace  :  this  it  must  certainly  be,  since  it  is 
the  spring  and  fountain  from  whence  all  acts  of  grace  proceed  ; 
and  indeed,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  cannot  be  other- 
wise :  for  if  there  be  a  wonderful  instance  of  condescending 
grace  in  God's  conferring  those  blessings  that  accompany  sal- 
vation ;  this  may  much  more  be  deemed  so.  If  Christ  be  plea- 
ir.d  to  dyri-'l  with,  and  :::  his   people,  and  to  rva!^  i?i  them,  9. 
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l.or.  vi.  IG.  or  as  it  is  said  elsewhere,  to  live  in  them^  Gal.  ii. 
2b.  as  a  pledge  and  earnest  of  their  being  forever  with  him  iu 
heaven ;  and  if,  as  the  result  hereof,  they  be  admitted  to  the 
greatest  intimacy  with  him  ;  we  may  from  hence  take  occa- 
sion to  apply  what  was  spoken  by  one  of  Christ's  disciples,  to 
liini,  with  becoming  humility  and  admiration;  how  is  it  that 
thou  ivilt  manifest  thyself  unto  us^  and  not  unto  the  world t- 
John  xiv.  22.  Is  it  not  a  great  instance  of  grace,  that  the  Son 
of  God  should  make  choice  of  so  mean  an  habitation,  as  that 
of  the  souls  of  sinful  men  ;  and  not  only  be  present  with,  but 
united  to  them  in  those  instances  which  have  been  before  con- 
sidered ? 

2.  It  is  farther  observed  in  this  answer,  that  we  are  united 
to  Christ  in  effectual  calling ;  which  leads  us  to  consider  what 
is  contained  in  the  two  following  answers. 


Quest.  LXVII.  What  is  effectual  calling  ? 

Answ.  Effectual  calling  is  the  work  of  God's  almighty  power 
and  grace ;  whereby,  out  of  his  free  and  special  love  to  his 
elect,  and  from  nothing  in  them  moving  him  thereunto,  hf" 
doth,  in  his  accepted  lime,  invite  and  draw  them  to  Jesus 
Christ  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  savingly  enlightening  their 
minds,  renewing,  and  powerfully  determining  their  wills ; 
so  as  they,  although  in  themselves  dead  in  sin,  are  hereby 
made  willing  and  able,  freely  to  answer  his  call,  and  to  ac- 
cept and  embrace  the  grace  offered  and  conveyed  then;in, 

Quest.  LXVIII.  Are  the  elect  effectually  called 7 

Answ.  All  the  elect,  and  they  only,  are  effectually  called ;  al- 
though others  may  be,  and  often  are,  outwardly  called  by  the 
ministry  of  the  word,  and  hi^ve  some  common  operations  of 
the  Spirit ;  who,  for  their  wilful  neglect  and  contempt  of  the 
grace  offered  to  them,  being  justly  left  in  tiicir  unbelief,  do 
never  truly  come  to  Jesus  Christ. 

'E  have,  in  these  answers,  an  account  of  the  first  step 
that  God  takes,  in  applying  the  redemption  purchase4 
by  Christ;  Avhich  is  expressed,  in  general,  by  the  word  cullint;; 
whereby  sinners  are  invited,  commanded,  encouraged,  and  ena- 
bled, to  come  to  Christ,  in  order  to  their  being  made  partakers 
of  his  benefits  :  the  apostle  styles  it  an  high^  l^ohj^  and  Jieavenh) 
callings  Phil.  iii.  14.  2  Tim.  i.  9.  Heb.  iii.  1.  and  a  being  called 
vnto  the  feUox{'f:hip  of  his  Son  yesm-  Christ  our  Lord^  1  Cor.  j. 
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8.  Herein  we  are  called  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvellous  Ught^ 
1  Pet.  ii.  9.  and  to  his  eternal  glory  by  jfesus  Christ,  chap.  v. 
10.    And,  indeed,  the  word  is  very  emphatical :  For, 

1.  A  call  supposes  a  person  to  be  separate,  or  at  a  distance 
from  him  that  calls  him  ;  and  it  contains  an  intimation  of  leave 
to  come  into  his  presence.  Thus,  in  effectual  calling,  he  who 
was  departed  from  God,  is  brought  nigh  to  him.  God,  as  it 
were,  says  to  him,  as  he  did  to  Adam,  when  flying  from  him, 
and  dreading  nothing  so  much  as  his  presence,  when  appre- 
hending himself  exposed  to  the  stroke  of  his  vindictive  justice, 
Where  art  thou  P  Gen.  iii.  9.  which  is  styled,  God^s  calling-  unto 
him.  Or,  it  is  like  as  when  a  traveller  is  taking  a  wrong  way, 
and  in  danger  of  falling  into  some  pit,  or  snare ;  and  a  kind 
friend  calls  after  him  to  return,  and  sets  him  in  the  right  way : 
thus  God  calls  to  sinners,  or  says,  as  the  prophet  expresses  it ; 
Thine  ears  shall  hear  a  word  behind  thee,  saying.  This  is  the 
ivay,  walk  ye  in  it;  when  ye  turn  to  the  right  hand,  and  xvhen 
ye  turn  to  the  left> 

2.  Herein  God  deals  with  men  as  reasonable  creatures ; 
which  is  by  no  means  to  be  excluded  from  our  ideas  of  the 
work  of  grace;  though  this  work  contain  in  it  some  superior, 
or  supernatural  methods  of  acting,  in  order  to  bring  it  about ; 
yet  we  may  be  under  a  divine  influence,  as  turning  to  God,  or 
effectually  called  by  him,  and  accordingly  acted  by  a  superna- 
tural principle ;  and  at  the  same  time  our  understandings,  or 
reasoning  powers,  not  rendered  useless,  but  enlightened  or  im- 
proved thereby ;  by  which  means,  every  thing  that  Ave  do,  in 
obedience  to  the  call  of  God,  appears  to  be  most  just  and  rea- 
sonable. This  gives  no  ground  for  any  one  to  conclude,  that, 
according  to  our  method  of  explaining  this  doctrine,  we  lay 
ourselves  open  to  the  absurd  consequence  fastened  upon  it ;  as 
though  God  dealt  with  us  as  stocks  and  stones :  but  more  of 
this  may  be  considered  under  a  following  head. 

We  now  proceed,  more  particularly,  to  consider  the  subject- 
matter  of  these  two  answers ;  wherein  we  have  an  account  of 
the  difference  between  the  external  call  of  the  gospel,  which  is 
explained  in  the  latter  of  them,  and  the  internal,  saving,  and 
powerful  call,  which  is  justly  termed  effectual ;  and  is  consider- 
ed in  the  former  of  them.    And, 

First,  Concerning  the  outward  and  common  call,  together 
with  the  persons  to  whom  it  is  given ;  the  design  of  God  in 
giving  it,  and  also  the  issue  thereof,  with  respect  to  a  great 
number  of  those  who  are  said  to  be  calledc 

The  reason  why  we  choose  to  insist  on  this  common  call,  in 
the  first  place,  is  because  it  is  antecedent,  and  made  subser- 
vient to  the  other  in  the  method  of  the  divine  dispensation ; 
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inasmuch  as  we  are  first  favoured  with  the  word  and  ordinan- 
ces, and  then  they  are  made  effectual  to  salvation. 

1.  Therefore  we  shall  consider  what  we  are  to  understand 
by  this  common  call. 

It  is  observed,  that  it  is  by  the  ministry  of  the  word,  in  vVhich 
Christ  is  set  forth  in  his  person  and  offices,  and  sinners  are 
called  to  come  to  him ;  and  in  so  doing,  to  be  made  partakers 
of  the  blessings  which  he  has  purchased.  This  is  the  sum  and 
substance  of  the  gospel-ministry ;  and  it  is  illustrated  Matt. 
xxii.  1,  &  se^.  by  the  parable  of  the  marriage-feast^  which  the 
king  made  for  his  son,  and  sent  his  servants;  by  which  is  sig- 
nified gospel-ministers,  to  ca//  or  invite,  and  therein  to  use  all 
persuasive  arguments  to  prevail  with  persons  ta  come  to  it : 
this  is  styled  their  being  called.  And  the  observation  made  on 
persons  refusing  to  comply  with  this  call,  when  it  is  said,  Many 
are  called^  butfezvare  chosen^  ver.  14.  plainly  intimates,  that  our 
Saviour  here  means  no  other  than  a  common  or  ineffectual  call. 
And  in  another  parable  it  is  illustrated  by  an  householder's 
hiring  labourers  into  his  vinei/ard,  Matt.  xx.  1,  &  seq.  at  seve- 
ral hours  of  the  day  :  some  were  hired  early  in  the  morning,  at 
the  third  hour  ;  others  at  the  sixth  and  ninth  ;  which  denotes 
the  gospel-call,  that  the  Jewish  church  had  to  come  to  Christ 
before  his  incarnation,  under  the  ceremonial  law ;  and  others 
were  hired  at  the  eleventh  hour,  denoting  those  who  were  call- 
ed, at  that  time,  by  the  ministry  of  Christ  and  his  disciples  : 
that  this  was  only  a  common  and  external  call,  is  evident,  not 
only  from  the  intimation  that  they,  who  had  borJie  the  burden 
and  heat  of  the  day  ;  that  is,  for  many  ages  had  been  a  profess- 
ing people,  murmured^  because  others,  who  were  called  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  had  an  equal  share  in  his  regard;  but  also  from 
what  is  expressly  said,  (the  words  are  the  same  with  those 
wherewith  the  other  parable  before-mentioned,  is  closed)  Many 
are  called^  butfezv  are  chosen^  ver.  16. 

Moreover,  the  apostle  intends  this  common  call,  when  he 
speaks  of  some  who  have  been  called  into  the  grace  of  Christ : 
not  called  by  the  power  and  efficacious  grace  of  Christ,  as  de- 
noting that  the  call  was  effectual ;  but  called,  or  invited  to  come 
and  receive  the  grace  of  Christ;  or  called  externally,  and  there- 
by prevailed  on  to  embrace  the  doctrine  of  the  grace  of  Christ : 
these  are  said  to  be  soon  removed  unto  another  gospel^  Gal.  i.  6, 
And  elsewhere,  chap.  v.  7.  he  speaks  of  some,  who,  when  the 
truths  or  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  were  first  presented  to 
them,  expressed,  for  a  time,  a  readiness  to  receive  it;  upon 
which  account  he  says,  Te  did  run  well,  or,  ye  began  well ;  but 
yet  they  did  not  afterwards  yield  the  obedience  of  faith,  to  that 
truth  which  they  seemed,  at  first,  to  have  a  very  great  regard  : 

Vol.  III.  C 
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upon  which  occasion  the  apostle  says,  This  persuasion  cometh 
not  of  him  that  calleth  you^  ver.  8. 

They  who  express  some  regard  to  this  call,  are  generally 
said  to  have  common  grace,  as  contradistinguished  from  others, 
who  are  under  the  powerful,  and  efficacious  influences  of  the 
Spirit,  which  are  styled  special.  The  former  of  these  are  often- 
times under  some  impressive  influences  by  the  common  work 
of  the  Spirit,  under  the  preaching  of  the  gospel ;  who,  notwith- 
standing, are  in  an  unconverted  state;  their  consciences  arc 
sometimes  awakened,  and  they  bring  many  charges  and  accu- 
sations against  themselves ;  and  from  a  dread  of  the  conse- 
quences thereof,  abstain  from  many  enormous  crimes,  as  well 
as  practise  several  duties  of  religion ;  they  are  also  said  to  be 
made  partakers  of  some  great  degrees  of  restraining  grace ; 
and  all  this  arises  from  no  other  than  the  Spirit's  common  work 
of  conviction  ;  as  he  is  said,  to  reprove  the  world  of  sin,  John 
xvi.  8. 

These  are  styled,  in  this  answer,  the  common  operations  of 
the  Spirit :  they  may  be  called  operations,  inasmuch  as  they 
contain  in  them  something  more  than  God's  sending  ministers 
to  address  themselves  to  sinners,  in  a  way  of  persuasion  or 
arguing ;  for,  the  Spirit  of  God  deals  with  their  consciences 
under  the  ministry  of  the  word.  It  is  true,  this  is  no  more  than 
common  grace ;  yet  it  may  be  styled  the  Spirit's  work  :  for 
though  the  call  be  no  other  than  common,  and  the  Spirit  con- 
sidered as  an  external  agent,  inasmuch  as  he  never  dwells  in 
the  hearts  of  any  but' believers,  yet  the  effect  produced,  is  in- 
ternal in  the  mind  and  consciences  of  men,  and,  in  some  de- 
gree, in  the  will ;  which  is  almost  persuaded  to  comply  with  it. 
These  operations  are  sometimes  called  the  Spirit's  striving"  with 
man^  Gen.  vi.  3.  but  inasmuch  as  many  of  these  internal  mo- 
tions are  said  to  be  resisted  and  quenched,  when  persons  first 
act  cotitrary  to  the  dictates  of  their  consciences,  and  afterwards 
wholly  extinguish  them ;  therefore  the  Spirit's  work  in  those 
whom  he  thus  calls,  is  not  effectual  or  saving ;  these  are  not 
united  to  Chnst  by  his  Spirit,  nor  by  faith ;  and  this  is  gene- 
rally styled  common  grace,  in  speaking  to  which,  we  shall 
consider, 

(1.)  That  there  are  some  things  presented  to  us,  in  an  ob- 
jective way,  which  contain  the  subject  matter  of  the  gospel,  or 
that  call,  which  is  given  to  sinners  to  pursue  those  methods, 
which,  by  divine  appointment,  lead  to  salvation.  As  faith  com- 
eth by  hearings  and  hearing  by  the  xvord  of  God^  Rom.  x.  17. 
so  do  common  convictions,  and  whatever  carries  in  it  the  ap- 
pearance of  grace  in  the  unregenerate.  In  this  respect  God 
deals  with  men  as  intelligent  creatures,  capable  of  making  such 
improvement  of  those  instructions  and  intimations,  as  may  tend, 
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in  many  respects,  to  their  advantage.  This  must  be  supposed, 
or  else  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  could  not  be  reckoned  an' 
universal  blessing  to  them  who  are  favoured  with  it,  abstract- 
ing from  those  saving  advantages  which  some  are  to  receive 
hereby.  This  is  here  called  the  grace  which  is  offered  to  them, 
who  are  outwardly  called,  by  the  ministry  of  the  word. 

Offers  of  grace,  and  invitations  to  come  to  Christ,  are  words 
used  by  almost  all  who  have  treated  on  this  subject :  though 
some,  of  late,  have  been  ready  to  conclude,  that  these  modes 
of  speaking  tend  to  overthrow  the  doctrine  we  are  maintaining; 
for  they  argue  to  this  purpose;  that  an  overture,  or  invitation, 
supposes  a  power  in  him  to  whom  it  is  given  to  comply  with 
it.  Did  I  think  this  idea  necessarily  contained  in  these  words, 
I  should  rather  choose  to  subtitute  others  in  the  room  of  them : 
however,  to  remove  prejudices,  or  unjust  representations,  which 
the  use  thereof  may  occasion,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  I  shall 
briefly  give  an  account  of  the  reason  why  I  use  them,  and  what 
I  understand  thereby.  If  it  be  said.  This  mode  of  speaking  is 
not  to  be  found  in  scripture ;  this,  it  is  true,  should  make  us' 
less  tenacious  of  it.  Nevertheless,  it  may  be  used  without  just 
offence  given,  if  it  be  explained  agreeably  thereunto,  (a)  There- 
fore let  it  be  considered, 
^-    '      '"  ■-,..-■-  ,  .     ._       

(a)  That  the  invitations  of  the  gospel  are  not  restricted  to  a  few  amongst  a 
larger  number  who  hear  them,  is  clear,  from  various  considerations.  f^ 

The  term  evangel,  or  gospel,  importing  good  tid'mgs,  evinces,  that  it  is  de-* 
signed  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance  and  salvation. 

The  blessings,  which  it  announces,  lead  to  the  same  conclusion ;  liberty  is  of- 
fered to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  those  who  are  bound  ; 
those  who  labour  and  arc  heavily  laden,  are  invited  to  seek,  and  obtain  rest :  those 
who  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness,  are  assured  that  they  shall  be  filled ; 
the  riches  of  grace  and  of  glory  are  promised  to  the  poor  in  Spirit;  sight  is  offer- 
ed to  the  blind ;  and  howsoever  diseased,  those  who  are  afflicted  are  invited  t'l 
come  to  the  great  Physician ;  and  even  those  who  are  dead  in  sin  are  revived  by 
his  life-giving  word.  Such  are  the  circumstances  of  the  worst  of  men,  who  are 
consequently  the  objects  of  the  mercies  proffered  in  the  gospel. 

The  unregenerate  elect,  who  stand  amongst  those  who  will  not  be  saved,  are 
like  them,  possessed  of  prevailing  inclinations  to  sin,  and  equally  impotent  to 
good :  they  are  all  equally  guilty  of  an  aversation  of  heart  from  God,  and  so  pos- 
sess in  themselves  nothing  which  can  evidence  a  right  to  gospel  blessings  more 
than  others. 

The  mvitations  of  the  gospel  are  in  universal  terms,  and  although  such  terms 
are  sometimes  restricted  by  the  sense,  yet  where  no  such  restriction  appears, 
they  are  to  be  taken  in  their  own  unlimited  extent ;  the  ransom  is  asserted  to 
have  been  rendered  for  all ;  the  Lord  wlUeth  not  the  destruction  of  any,  but  that 
all  should  turn  and  live ;  Christ  proclaimed  to  sinners,  if  any  man  thirst,  let  him. 
come  unto  me  and  drink ,-  and  directed  his  disciples  to  go  and  teach  all  nations  ;  and 
it  is  his  will,  that  the  gospel  should  be  preached, wh^o  every  creature. 

V  in  the  day  of  final  account,  the  abominable  crimes  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrha 
shall  evince  less  guilt  than  the  impenitency  of  Chorazin  and  Bethsaida ;  the  ag- 
gravation of  guilt,  which  the  gospel  produces,  demonstrates  that  its  messages 
are  directed  unto  the  worst  of  men,  as  well  as  others. 

Those  who  are  guided  by  the  light  of  nature,  are  guilty,  because  they  violate 
the  rule  of  conscience :  such  as  possessed  the  law  of  God  were  still  npipre  guilty^ 
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(2.)  That  the  presenting  an  object,  whatever  It  be,  to  the 
understanding  and  will,  is  generally  called,  an  offering  it ;  as 
Gad  says  to  David,  from  the  Lord ;  /  offer  thee  three  things, 
choose  thee  one  of  thcin^  &c.  1  Sam.  xxiv.  12.  So  if  God  sets 
before  us  life  and  death,  blessing  and  cursing,  and  bids  us 
choose  which  we  will  have  ;  this  is  equivalent  to  what  is  gene- 
rally called,  an  offer  of  grace. 

And  as  for  invitations  to  come  to  Christ,  it  is  plain,  that  there 
are  many  scriptures  that  speak  to  that  purpose;  namely,  when 
it  is  said.  In  the  last  day^  that  great  day  of  the  feast^  fesus 
stood  and  cried^  sayings  If  any  man  thirsty  let  him  come  unto 
me  and  drink ^  John  vii.  37.  And,  Ho  every  one  that  thirsteth, 
come  ye  to  the  waters,  Isa.  Iv.  1.  And  elsewhere  Christ  says. 
Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will 
give  you  rest.  Matt.  xi.  28.  And,  Let  him  that  is  athirst  come; 
and  whosoever  will,  let  him  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely. 
Rev.  xxii.  17 » 

(3.)  When  an  offer,  or  invitation  to  accept  of  a  thing,  thus 
objectively  presented  to  us,  is  made,  it  always  supposes  the 
vakiableness  thereof;  and  how  much  it  would  be  our  interest 
to  accept  of  it ;  and  that  it  is  our  indispensable  duty  so  to  do  ; 
which  are  the  principal  ideas  that  I  intend,  in  my  sense  of  the 
word,  when  I  speak  of  offers  of  grace  in  the  gospel,  or  invita- 
tions to  come  to  Christ.  Nevertheless,  taking  them  in  this 
<rense,  does  not  necessarily  infer  a  power  in  us  to  accept  them, 
ivithout  the  assistance  of  divine  grace  :  thus  it  may  be  said, 
that  Christ  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners ;  and  that  he 
will  certainly  apply  the  redemption,  which  he  has  purchased, 
to  all,  for  whom  this  price  was  given ;  and  also,  that  a  right  to 
salvation  is  inseparably  connected  with  faith  and  repentance; 
and  that  these,  and  all  other  graces  are  God's  gifts ;  and  that 
we  are  to  pray,  wait,  and  hope  for  them,  under  the  ministry  of 
the  word ;  and  if  we  be,  in  God's  own  time  and  way,  enabled 
to  exercise  these  graces,  this  will  be  our  unspeakable  advan- 
tage :  and  therefore  it  cannot  but  be  our  duty  to  attend  upon 
God  in  all  his  holy  institutions,  in  hope  of  saving  blessings  : 
these  things  may  be  done ;  and  consequently  the  gospel  may  be 
thus  preached,  without  supposing  that  grace  is  in  our  own 


but  sinners  under  the  lig-ht  of  the  gospel,  who  trample  under  foot  the  blood  of 
Christ,  rind  despise  and  reject  the  mercies  of  the  gospel,  are  guilty  in  the  liighest 
degree.  It  is  just  that  they  should  not  receive  the  offered  pardon,  but  remain 
under  the  condemnation  of  the  law,  the  dominion  of  iniquity,  the  slavery  of  Sa- 
tan, and  be  left  in  their  beloved  darkness  until  they  sink  in  despair.  Yet  nothing 
but  their  own  aversion  rejects  the  invitation,  or  prevents  their  salvation:  they 
are  straitened  in  their  own  bowels,  and  are  the  causes  of  their  own  destruction. 
Thus  salvation  is  offered  iii  g-':nc:-;ilj  and  God  is  i'lst,  though  thn  apnlication  of 
it  is  pliinly  special. 
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jKJwer :  and  this  is  what  we  principally  intend  by  gospel-over- 
tures or  invitations. 

(4.)  Nevertheless  we  cannot  approve  of  some  expressions 
subversive  of  the  doctrine  of  special  redemption,  how  moving 
and  pathetic  soever  they  may  appear  to  be ;  as  when  any  one» 
to  induce  sinners  to  come  to  Christ,  tells  them,  that  God  is 
willing,  and  Christ  is  willing,  and  has  done  his  part,  and  the 
Spirit  is  ready  to  do  his ;  and  shall  we  be  unwilling,  and  there- 
by destroy  ourselves  ?  Christ  has  purchased  salvation  for  us  : 
the  Spirit  offers  his  assistances  to  us ;  and  shall  we  refuse  these 
overtures  ?  Christ  invites  us  to  come  to  him,  and  leaves  it  to 
our  free-will,  whether  we  will  comply  with,  or  reject  these  in- 
vitations :  he  is,  at  it  were,  indeterminate,  whether  he  shall  save 
us  or  no,  and  leaves  the  matter  to  our  own  conduct ;  we  ought 
therefore  to  be  persuaded  to  comply  with  the  invitation.  This 
method  of  explaining  offers  of  grace,  and  invitations,  to  come 
to  Christ,  is  not  what  we  intend  when  we  make  use  of  these 
expressions. 

2.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  persons  to  whom  this  com- 
mon call  is  given.  It  is  indefinite,  not  directed  only  to  the  elect, 
or  those,  with  respect  to  whom  God  designs  to  make  it  effec- 
tual to  their  salvation ;  for,  according  to  the  commission  which 
our  Saviour  gave  to  his  apostles,  the  gospel  was  to  be  preach- 
ed to  all  nations,  or  to  every  creature  in  those  places  to  which 
it  was  sent :  and  the  reason  of  this  is  obvious ;  namely,  because 
the  counsel  of  God,  concerning  election,  is  secret,  and  not  to 
be  considered  as  the  rule  of  human  conduct;  nor  are  they, 
whom  God  is  pleased  to  employ  in  preaching  the  gospel,  sup- 
posed to  know  whether  he  will  succeed  their  endeavours,  by 
enabling  those  who  are  called,  to  comply  with  it. 

3.  We  shall  now  shew  how  far  the  gospel-call  may,  without 
the  superadded  assistance  of  special  grace,  be  improved  by 
men,  in  order  to  their  attaining  some  advantage  by  it,  though 
short  of  salvation  :  this  may  be  done  in  two  respects. 

(1.)  Gross  enormous  crimes  may  hereby  be  avoided:  this 
appears  in  many  unconverted  persons,  who  not  only  avoid,  but 
abhor  them ;  being  induced  hereunto  by  something  in  nature 
that  gives  an  aversion  to  them.  And  it  may  be  farther  argued, 
from  the  liableness  of  those  who  commit  them,  to  punishment 
in  proportion  to  their  respective  aggravations ;  which  must 
either  suppose  in  man,  a  power  to  avoid  them  :  or  else,  the 
greatest  degree  of  punishment  would  be  the  result  of  a  nece's- 
sity  of  nature,  and  not  self-procured  by  any  act  of  man*s  will ; 
though  all  suppose  the  will  to  be  free,  with  respect  to  actions 
that  are  sinful.  It  would  be  a  very  poor  excuse  for  the  mur- 
derer to  allege,  that  he  could  not  govern  his  passion,  but  was 
under  an  unavoidable  necessity  to  take  away  the  life  of  ano 
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iher.  Shall  the  man  that  commits  those  sins,  which  are  contra- 
ry to  nature,  sa}-,  That  his  natural  temper  and  disposition  is  so 
much  inclined  thereunto,  that  he  could,  by  no  means,  avoid 
them  ?  If  our  natural  constitution  be  so  depraved  and  vitiated, 
that  it  leads  us,  with  an  uncommon  and  impetuous  violence,  to 
those  sins  that  Ave  were  not  formerly  inclined  to  :  whence  does 
this  arise,  hut  from  the  habits  of  vice,  being  increased  by  a  wil- 
ful and  obstinate  continuance  therein,  and  many  repeated  acts 
which  they  have  produced  ?  and  might  not  this,  at  least,  in 
some  degree,  have  been  avoiderl  f  We  must  distinguish  be- 
tween habits  of  sin,  that  immediately  flow  from  the  universal 
corruption  of  nature,  and  those  that  have  taken  deeper  root  in 
us,  by  being  indulged,  and  exerting  themselves,  without  any 
endeavours  used,  to  restrain  and  give  a  check  to  them. 

And  if  it  be  supposed  that  our  natures  are  more  habitually 
inclined  to  sin  than  once  they  were,  might  we  not  so  far  use 
the  liberty  of  our  wills,  as  to  avoid  some  things,  which,  we  are 
sensible,  will  prove  a  temptation  to  those  particular  acts  there- 
of; whereby  the  corruption  of  nature,  that  is  so  prone  to  com- 
ply with  it,  might  be  in  some  measure,  restrained,  though  not 
overcome ;  this  may  be  done  without  converting  grace ;  and 
consequently  some  great  sins  may  be  avoided.  To  deny  this, 
would  be  not  only  to  palliate,  but  open  a  door  to  all  manner  of 
licentiousness. 

(2.)  Man  has  a  power  to  do  some  things  that  are  materially 
good ;  though  not  good  in  all  those  circumstances  in  which  ac- 
tions are  good  that  accorapanv  or  flov/  from  regenerating  grace. 
Ahab's  humility,  1  Kings  xxi.  29.  and  Nineveh's  repentance, 
Jonah  iii.  5.  and  seq.  arose  from  the  dread  they  had  of  the  di- 
vine threatenings ;  which  is  such  an  inducement  to  repentance 
and  reformation,  as  takes  its  rise  from  nothing  more  than  the 
influence  of  common  grace.  Herod  himself,  though  a  vile  Tp^r- 
&oti^  feared  yohn^  kiiowing  that  he  was  a  just  man  and  an  holy : 
and  rvhcn  he  heard  him<,  did  many  things^  and  heard  him  glad- 
ly^ Mark  vi.  20.  And  the  Gentiles  are  said  to  do  by  nature,  the 
things;  that  is,  some  things  contained  in  the  laxv ;  insomuch 
that  they  are  a  low  unto  themselves,  Rom.  ii.  14.  Therefore 
they  did  them  by  the  influence  of  common  grace.  And  these 
things,  namely,  abstaining  from  grosser  sins,  and  doing  some 
actions  materially  good,  have  certainly  some  advantage  atten- 
ding them ;  as  thereby  the  World  is  not  so  much  like  hell  as  it 
would  otherwise  be :  and  as  to  what  respects  themselves,  a 
greater  degree  of  punishment  is  hereby  avoided. 

3.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  design  of  God  in  giving  this 
common  call  in  the  gospel,  which  cannot  b6  the  salvation  of  all 
who  are  thus  called:  this  is  evident;  because  all  shall  not  be 
saved ;  whereas,  if  God  had  desigried  their  salvation,  he  v,rould 
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Cicrtalnly  have  brought  it  about;  since  his  purpose  cannot  be 
frustrated.  To  say  that  God  has  no  determinations  relating  to 
the  success  of  the  gospel,  reflects  on  his  wisdom  :  and  to  con- 
clude that  things  may  happen  contrary  to  his  purpose,  argues 
a  defect  of  power ;  as  though  he  could  not  attain  the  ends  he 
designed  :  but  this  having  before  been  insisted  on,  under  the 
heads  of  election  and  special  redemption,  I  shall  pass  it  by  at 
present,  and  only  consider,  that  tlie  ends  which  God  designed 
in  giving  the  gospel,  were  such  as  were  attained  by  it,  namely, 
the  salvation  of  those  who  shall  eventually  be  saved,  the  re- 
straining of  those  who  have  only  common  grace,  and  the  setting 
forth  the  glorious  work  of  redemption  by  Jesus  Christ;  which, 
as  it  is  the  wonder  of  angels,  who  desire  to  look  into  it ;  so  it 
is  hereby  designed  to  be  recommended  as  worthy  of  the  high- 
est esteem,  even  in  those  who  cast  contempt  on  it :  and  here- 
by they  are  convicted,  who  shut  their  eyes  against,  and  neglect 
to  behold  that  glorious  light  which  shines  so  brightly  therein. 

Object.  To  this  it  is  objected,  that  if  Christ  invites  and  calls 
men  to  come  to  him,  as  he  often  does  in  the  New  Testament; 
and  when  they  refuse  to  do  it,  mentions  their  refusal  with  a 
kind  of  regret;  as  when  he  says,  7'e  will  not  come  to  nie^  tliat 
ye  might  have  ///e,  John  v.  40.  this,  they  suppose,  is  no  other 
than  an  insult  on  mankind,  a  bidding  them  come  without  the 
least  design  that  they  should ;  as  if  a  magistrate  should  go  to 
the  prison  door,  and  tell  the  unhappy  man,  who  is  not  only  un- 
der lock  and  key,  but  loaded  with  irons,  that  he  would  have 
him  leave  that  place  of  misery  and  confinement,  and  how  much 
he  should  rejoice,  if  he  would  come  out;  and  upon  that  condi- 
tion, propose  to  him  several  honours  that  he  has  in  reserve  for 
him :  this,  say  they,  is  not  to  deal  seriously  with  him.  And  if 
the  offer  of  grace  in  the  gospel,  answers  the  similitude,  as  thev- 
suppose  it  exactly  does,  then  there  is  no  need  for  any  thing 
farther  to  be  replied  to  it ;  the  doctrine  confutes  itself;'  as  it 
argues  the  divine  dealings  with  men  illusory. 

Answ.  This  similitude,  how  plausible  soever  it  may  appear 
to  be  to  some,  is  far  from  giving  a  just  representation  of  the 
doctrine  we  are  maintaining :  for  when  the  magistrate  is  sup- 
posed to  signify  his  desire  that  the  prisoner  would  set  himself 
free,  which  he  knows  he  cannot  do ;  hereby  it  is  intimated,  that 
though  God  knows  that  the  sinner  cannot  convert  himself,  yet 
he  commands  him  to  do  it,  or  to  put  forth  supernatural  acts  of 
grace,  though  he  has  no  principle  of  grace  in  him :  but  let  it 
be  considered,  that  this  God  no  where  commands  any  to  do.  (a) 
Our  Saviour  intends  as  much  as  this,  when  he  speaks  of  the 
tree^s  being  made  good,  before  the  fruit  it  produces  can  be  so, 
JVIatt.  xii.  33.  or  that  it  is  impossible  for  men  to  gather  grapes 


(a)  Vide  Fuller's  •*  Gaspcl  worlby  of  all  Acceptation" 
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of  thorns^  or  figs  of  thistles,  chap.  vii.  17.  implying,  tlial  there 
mast  be  an  internal  disposition  wrought,  before  any  acts  ot 
grace  can  be  put  forth  :  this  is  supposed  in  the  preaching  of 
the  gospel,  or  the  call  to  sinners  to  repent  and  believe,  which 
they  have  no  reason  to  conclude  that  they  can  do  without  the 
aids  of  divine  grace,  and  these  they  are  to  wait,  pray  and  hope 
for,  in  all  God's  instituted  methods. 

jSloreover,  as  for  those  promises  which  are  made  to  us,  if 
we  would  release  ourselves  from  the  chains  of  sin,  and  the  ac- 
count given,  how  much  God  would  rejoice  in  our  being  set 
free,  when  the  thing  is,  in  itself,  impossible ;  this  is  no  other- 
wise true  than  as  it  contains  a  declaration  of  the  connexion 
there  is  between  conversion  and  salvation,  or  freedom  from  the 
slavery  of  sin,  and  God's  conferring  many  spiritual  honours  and 
privileges  on  those  who  are  converted ;  not  that  it  does,  in  the 
least,  denote  that  it  is  in  our  own  power  to  convert  ourselves : 
but  that  this  may  be  more  clearly  understood,  we  shall  consi- 
der it  with  relation  to  the  two  branches  before  mentioned,  and 
so  speak  of  God,  either  as  commanding,  calling,  and  inviting 
men  to  do  what  is  out  of  their  power,  namely,  to  repent,  and 
believe ;  or  else,  as  holding  forth  promises  of  that  salvation 
which  they  shall  not  attain ;  because  these  graces  are  out  of 
their  power,  which  contains  the  substance  of  what  is  usually 
objected  against  the  doctrine  we  are  maintaining,  by  those  who 
are  on  the  other  side  of  the  question ;  who  suppose  that  this 
method  of  procedure  is  illusoiy,  and  therefore  unbecoming  the 
divine  perfections.  And, 

1.  Concerning  God's  commanding,  calling,  and  inviting  men 
to  do  what  is  out  of  their  own  power ;  as  for  instance,  bidding 
u  dead  man  to  arise,  or  one  that  is  blind  to  see,  or  those  that 
are  shut  up  in  prison,  to  come  out  from  thence.  This  is  to  be 
explained,  and  then,  perhaps,  the  doctrine  we  are  maintaining, 
will  appear  to  be  less  exceptionable.  We  have,  elsewhere,  in 
defending  the  head  of  particular  redemption,  against  an  objec- 
tion not  much  unlike  to  this,  considered  how  Christ  is  said  to 
be  offered  in  the  gospel,*  or  in  what  sense  the  overture  may 
be  said  to  be  made  to  all  that  are  favoured  with  it ;  and  yet  the 
efficacy  thereof,  only  extend  to  those  whom  Christ  has  redeem- 
ed, and  shall  be  effectually  called.  But  that  we  may  a  little 
farther  explain  this  matter,  let  us  consider, 

(l.)  That  the  gospel  contains  a  declaration,  that  God  de- 
signs to  save  a  part  of  this  miserable  world ;  and,  that  in  sub- 
serviency thereunto,  he  has  given  them  a  discovery  of  Christ,  as 
the  object  of  faith,  and  the  purchaser  and  author  of  salvation. 

(2.)  He  does  not  therein  give  the  least  intimation  to  any, 
while  in  a  state  of  unregeneracy,  that  they  shall  be  enabled  to 
believe ;   and,  as  the  consequence  thereof,   be   saved.    Their 
*   See  Vol  11  pcge  S'"^,'. 
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uames,  characters,  or  places  of  abode,  or  their  natural  embel- 
lishments, who  shall  attain  this  privilege,  are  no  where  pointed 
at  in  scripture  ;  nor  is  tiie  book  of  God's  secret  purpose,  con- 
cerning election  to  eternal  life,  opened,  so  us  that  any  one  can 
discern  his  name  written  in  it,  before  he  be  effectually  called  ; 
for  we  have  no  warrant  to  look  an}'  farther  than  God's  reveal- 
ed will,  which  assigns  no  evidence  of  our  interest  in  the  saving 
blessings  of  the  gospel,  till  they  are  experienced  by  us,  in  this 
effectual  call. 

(3.)  God  plainly  discovers  to  men,  in  the  gospel,  that  all 
those  graces,  which  are  inseparably  connected  with  salvation, 
are  his  work  and  gift,  and  consequently  out  of  their  own  pow- 
er ;  or  that  it  is  not  of  him  that  xvilleth^  nor  of  him  that  runneth, 
hut  of  God  that  shexueth  mercy ^  Rom.  ix.  16.  Therefore  he 
no  where  tells  the  man,  who  is  tied  and  bound  xuith  the  chain 
of  his  sin,  that  he  is  able  to  set  himself  free ;  but  puts  him  up- 
on expecting  and  praying  for  it,  irom.  the  pit  if uhicss  of  liis  great 
mercy.  He  no  whei^e  tells  him,  that  he  can  implant  a  principle 
of  spiritual  life  and  grace  in  himself;  or  that  he  ought  so  much 
as  to  attempt  to  do  any  thing  to  atone  for  his  sins,  by  his  obe- 
dience and  sufferings,  but  suggests  the  contrary,  when  he  says, 
Surely^  shall  one  sau^  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteousness  and 
strength,  Isa.  xlv.  24. 

(4.)  He  gives  none  the  least  ground  to  expect,  or  lay  claim 
to  salvation,  till  they  believe  ;  and  as  faith  and  salvation  are 
both  his  gifts,  he  puts  them  upon  seeking,  and  desiring  them, 
in  their  respective  order;  first  grace,  and  then  glorjr. 

(5.)  The  gospel-call  is  designed  to  put  men  upon  a  diligent 
attendance  on  the  ordinances,  as  means  of  grace,  and  to  leave 
the  issue  and  success  thereof  to  God,  who  waits  that  he  may 
be  gracious  ;  that  so  his  sovereignty  may  appear  more  eminent- 
ly in  the  dispensing  this  privilege ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  as- 
signs it  as  their  duty  to  -wait  for  him,  chap.  xxx.  18.  And 
while  we  are  engaged  in  this  duty,  we  are  to  acknowledge,  that 
we  have  nothing  that  can  give  us  any  right  to  this  privilege  : 
So  that  God  might  justly  deny  success  to  his  ordinances.  Ne- 
vertheless, if  he  is  pleased  to  give  us,  while  we  are  attending 
on  them,  those  earnest  desires  of  their  being  made  effectual  to 
our  conversion  and  salvation,  we  may  conclude  this  to  be  a  to- 
ken for  good,  that  he  designs  us  some  special  advantage  there- 
by ;  and  we  do  not  know  but  that  even  this  desire  of  grace  may 
he  the  beginning  of  the  Spiric's  saving  work,  and  therefore  ir.i 
f^arnest  of  his  carrying  it  on. 

(6.)  When  God  commands  pei-sons,  in  the  gospel,  to  da 
those  things  which  cajniot  be  performed  without  his  special 
grace,  he' sometimes  suppioses  them,  when  he  gives  forth  the 
command,  to  have  a  t)rjnc:t.l'r  of  spirituallife  and  grace,  which 

Vol,  III.  *  r> 
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is,  in  cfiect  to  bid  cue  that  is  made  alive,  to  put  iorth  living;  ac« 
tions  ;  which  respect,  more  especially,  the  progress  of  grace  af- 
ter the  work  is  begun  ;  in  which  sense  I  understand  those 
words  of  the  apostle,  JTori  out  your  salvation  with  fear  and 
trembling-, -for  it  is  Godxvhich  worketh  ;  that  is,  hath  wrought^ 
in  you  both  to  xvill  and  to  do^  of  his  good  pleasure^  Phil.  ii.  12. 

2.  If  wp  consider  the  gospel  as  holding  forth  promises  of 
salvation,  when,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  ex- 
ercise those  graces  that  accompany  it ;  which  gives  farther  oc- 
casion to  those  that  except  against  the  doctrine  we  are  main- 
taining, to  conclude,  that  it  represents  God  as  offering  those 
blessings  which  he  does  not  design  to  bestow  :  This  may  give 
us  occasion  to  explain  what  we  mean,  when  Ave  consider  salva- 
tion as  offered  in  the  gospel ;  whereby  we  understand  nothing 
else  but  a  declaration,  that  all  who  repent  and  believe,  shall  be 
saved  ;  which  contains  a  character,  or  description  of  the  per- 
sons who  have  ground  to  expect  this  pri\iiege  :  not  that  salva- 
tion is  founded  on  dubious  and  uncertain  conditions,  which  de- 
pend upon  the  power  and  liberty  of  our  will  ;  or  impossible 
conditions  ;  as  though  God  should  say,  if  man  will  change  his 
own  heart,  and  work  faith,  and  all  other  graces  in  himself,  then 
he  will  save  him  :  but  all  tliat  we  mean  by  it  is,  that  those  gra- 
ces, which  are  inseparably  connected  with  salvation,  are  to  be 
waited  for  in  our  attendance  on  all  God's  ordinances,  and  when 
he  is  pleased  to  work  them,  then  we  may  conclude,  that  we 
have  a  right  to  the  promise  of  salvation.  Thus  concerning  the 
goepel-call,  what  it  is,  how  far  it  may  be  improved  by  those 
who  are  destitute  of  special  grace,  and  what  is  God's  design  in 
giving  it :  we  now  proceed  to  consider, 

3-.  1  he  issue  and  consequence  thereof,  as  it  is  fi^rther  obser- 
ved in  this  answer,  that  many  wilfully  neglect,  contenm,  or  re- 
fuse to  comply  with  it,  with  respect  to  whom  it  is  not  made  ef- 
fectual to  their  salvation.  This  appears  from  the  report  that 
Christ's  disciples  brought  to  him,  concerning  the  excuses  that 
many  made  when  called  to  come  to  the  marriage  feast,  in  the 
parable  :  One  pretended,  that  he  had  bought  a  piece  of  ground y 
and  must  needs  go  see  it ;  and  another,  that  he  had  bought  five 
yoke  of  oxen^  and  must^^'o  to  prove  them  ;  and  another  had  mar- 
ried a  wife,  and  therefoi-e  could  not  come.  It  is  elsewhere  said, 
that  they  all  made  light  of  it,  and  xuent  their  ways  ;  07ie  to  his 
farm,  another  to  his  merchandise ;  and  the  remnant  took  his  ser- 
vants, and  entreated  them  spitefully,  a?id slew  them,  Luke  xiv. 
18 — 20.  compared  with  Matt.  xxii.  5,  6. 

And  the  prophet  introduces  our  Saviour  himself  as  complain- 
ing, /  have  laboured  in  vain,  I  have  spent  viy  strength  for 
nought,  Isa.  xlix.  4,  5.  And  the  reason  hereof  is,  because  Is- 
rael is  not  gathered  ;  v^-hich  words  arc  to  be  understood  in  h 
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tQinparative. sense,  as  denoting  the  fewness  of  those  who  com- 
plied with  his  gracious  invitations,  to  come  to  h'?m,  or  were 
convinced,  by  the  miracles  which  he  wrought  to  confirm  his 
doctrine. 

This  is  also  farther  evident,  from  the  small  number  of  those 
who  are  effectually  prevailed  upon  under  the  gospel  dispensa- 
tion, which  the  apostle  calls  the  s^race  of  God  that  bj-higs  salva- 
tion^ that  hath  appeared  to  all  nicn^  teaching-  them  to  deny  all 
ungodliness  and  worldly  lusts  ;  and  to  live  soberly^  righteously^ 
and  godly ^  in  this  present  world.  And  also,  from  the  great  op- 
position and  hatred,  which  many  express  to  the  person  of  Christ, 
who  is  the  subject  matter  thereof;  which  the  prophet  not  only 
relates,  as  what  was  observed  in  his  day,  but  foretells,  that  in 
after-ages,  a  great  part  of  mankind  would  not  believe  the  report 
made  concernmg  him  ;  but  that  he  should  be  despised  and  re- 
jected ofmen^  who  would  hide^  as  it  were,  their  faces  from  him, 
and  ?iot  esteem  him^  Isa.  liii.  1,  3.  This  is  certainly  the  high- 
est contempt  of  the  gospel ;  for  it  is  an  undervaluing  the  great 
est  privileges,  as  though  they  were  not  worthy  to  be  embraced, 
desired,  or  sought  afcer ;  and  inasmuch  as  this  is  wilful,  arising 
from  the  enmity  of  the  will  of  man  against  God,  and  the  me- 
thod of  salvation  which  he  has  prescribed  therein,  it  has  a  ten- 
dency to  provoke  his  wrath  ;  so  that  being  justly  left  in  their 
unbelief,  they  will  not  come  to  Christ,  that  they  may  have  life. 
And  as  they  are  judicially  left  to  themselves,  they  contract  a 
greater  degiee  of  alienation  from,  and  averseness  to  God,  and 
so  never  truly  come  to  Jesus  Christ  ;  which  is  an  awful  and 
tremendous  consideration. 

This  is  the  consequence  of  it,  with  respect  to  those  who  have 
only  this  common  call  ;  and  therefore  we  must  not  conclude, 
that  it  is  sufficient  to  salvation,  unless  there  be  an  internal  ef- 
fectual call ;  and  what  this  is,  will  be  considered  under  our  nt%\: 
head  :  but  before  we  enter  thereon,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  en- 
quire, whether  all,  at  least,  those  who  sit  under  the  sound  of 
the  gospel,  have  sufficient  grace  given  them,  so  as  that,  by  their 
own  conduct,  wiLhout  the  internal  powerful  influences  of  the 
Spirit,  they  may  attain  to  salvation.  This  argument  is  much 
insisted  on  by  those  who  adhere  to  the  Pelagian  scheme  ;  and 
therefore  we  cannot  wholly  pass  it  over  :  and  for  our  setting 
this  matter  in  a  just  light,  let  it  be  considered ;  that  every  one 
must  allow,  that  all  who  sit  under  the  sound  of  the  gosp-*l,  have 
sufficient  objective  grace,  or  sufficient  external  means,  to  lead 
them  in  the  way  of  salvation  ;  for  to  deny  this,  would  be  to  de- 
ny that  the  gospel  is  a  perfect  rule  of  faith  :  this  therefore  is  al- 
lowed on  both  sides  ;  and  we  think  nothing  more  is  intended, 
when  God  sa}'g,  qpncerning  the  church  of  the  Jews,  Whal: 
could  have  been  done  more  to  w?/  vineyard,  tfiat  T  haviht  done- 
H  it,  Isa.  v.  4« 
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But  the  question  is,  whether  there  be  a  sufficiency  cf  power, 
or  ability  in  man  ;  so  that  without  the  internal  efficacious  grace 
of  Goa,  determining  and  inclining  the  will,  to  make  a  right  im- 
provement oi  )t,  it  may  bo  sufficient  to  the  salvation  of  those 
to  whom  it  IS  given :  This  is  what  we  cannot  but  deny.  Now, 
that  the  external  means  of  grace  are  not  rendered  effectual  tO 
the  salvation  of  all  who  are  favoured  with  them,  is  evident ;  be- 
cause, as  was  but  now  observed,  many  neglect  and  contemn  the 
gospel :  and  as  to  others  who  improve  it,  so  that  the  means  of 
gi-ace  become  effectual,  it  must  be  enquired  ;  what  it  is  that 
makes  them  so  .''  How  comes  it  to  pass,  that  the  preaching 
thereof  is  styled,  to  some,  a  savour  of  life,  to  others,  a  savour 
of  death  ?  The  answer  which  the  Pelagians  give  to  this,  is, 
that  they,  in  whom  it  is  effectual,  render  it  so,  by  their  im- 
proving the  liberty  of  their  will  ;  so  that  they  choose  what  is 
represented  in  the  gospel,  as  eligible,  and  refuse  the  contrary. 
And  if  the  question  be  asked,  who  maketh  thee  to  differ  from 
another  ?  they  have,  when  disjiosed  to  speak  agreeably  to  their 
own  scheme,  this  answer  really  at  hand,  I  make  myself  to  dif- 
fer ;  that  is  as  much  as  to  ^y,  I  have  a  natural  power  of  im- 
proving the  means  of  grace,  witliout  having  recourse  to  God 
for  any  farther  assistance,  in  a  supernatural  way. 

It  n\ay  easily  be  observed,  that  this  supposition  is  greatly 
derogatory  to  the  glory  of  God  ;  and  renders  all  dependancc 
on  him,  both  to  will  and  to  do,  unnecessary  ;  It  suppose^  that 
we  have  sufficient  ability  to  work  those  graces  in  ourselves  that 
accompany  salvation  ;  otherwise  it  is  not  sufficient  to  salvation  ; 
and  therefore  it  is  contrary  to  all  those  scriptures  which  speak 
of  them  as  the  work,  or  the  effect  of  the  exceeding  greatness 
of  the  power  of  God  :  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

Secondly^  The  doctrine  of  effectual  calling,  as  contained  in 
the  former  of  the  answers,  which  v/e  are  explaining ;  in  which 
we  may  observe, 

I.  The  character  of  those  who  arc  effectually  called  antece- 
dent thereunto.  They  have  nothing  that  can  recommend  them 
to  the  divine  favour  ;  for  being  considered  as  fallen,  guilty 
creatures,  they  are  not  only  unable  to  make  atonement  for  sin, 
but  to  do  what  is  spiritually  good  :  thus  the  apostle  represents 
them,  as  without  strength^  Rom.  v.  6.  which  is  the  immediate 
consequence  of  man's  first  apostacy  from  God  ',  and  universal 
experience,  proves  that  we  h\aye  a  propensity  to  every  thing 
that  is  evil,  which  daily  increases  :  And  to  this  we  may  add, 
that  the  mind  is  blinded,  the  affections  stupified,  the  will  full 
of  obstinacy,  the  conscience  disposed  to  deal  treacherously, 
-whereby  we  deceive  ourselves  ;  so  that  the  whole  soul  is  out 
of  order.     The  apostle  speaks  of  man  by  naturx^  as  dead  ?;. 
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irespasses  and  sins,  rvalking-  according-  to  the  course  of  this  worlds 
ticcording  to  the  prince  oj  the  power  of  the  air,  the  spirit  that 
now  zvorketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience  ;  having  their  con- 
versation in  the  lusts  of  thefesh,  fulfilling  the  desires  of  the  flesh, 
and  of  the  mind,  Eph.  ii.  1 — 3.  And  the  prophet  sptaks  of 
the  heart  ci  man,  as  being  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  des- 
perately xvicked,  Jer.  xvii.  9.  And  the  apostle  describes  some 
as  '  walking  in  the  vanity  of  their  mind,  having  the  under- 
'  standing  darkened,   being  alienated  from   the   life   of  God, 

*  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  because  of  the  blind- 

*  ness  of  their  heart ;  who  being  past  feeling,  have  given  thern'^ 
*■  selves  over  unto  lasciviousness,  to  work  all  uncleanness  with 

*  greediness,'  Eph.  iv.  17 — 19.  and  others,  as  being  '-  filled  with 
all  unrighteousness,  fornication,  wickedness,  covetousness,  ma- 
'  liciousness,  full  of  envy,  murder,  debate,  deceit,  malignity, 
'  whisperers,  backbiters,  haters  of  God,  despiteful,  proud,  boast- 
'  ers,  inventors  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents,  without 

*  understanding,  covenant-breakers,  without  natural  affection, 

*  implacable,  unmerciful,'  Rom.  i.  29 — 31.  This,  indeed,  is 
spoken  of  the  Gentiles,  who  were  destitute  of  the  means  of 
gi'ace,  and  had  contracted  greater  degrees  of  impiety  than  ma- 
ny others  ;  but  they,  who  are  effectually  called,  would  have  run 
into  the  same  abominations,  their  natures  being  equally  incli- 
ned thereunto,  without  preventing  grace  ;  as  some  of  the  church 
of  Corinth  are  said  to  have  dene  before  their  conversion,  whom 
he  speaks  of  as  once  having  been  '  unrighteous,  fornicators, 
'  idolaters,  adulterers,  effeminate,  abusers  of  themselves  with 

*  mankind,  thieves,  covetous,  drunkards,  revilers,  extortioners,* 
1  Cor.  vi.  9,  10,  11.    And  elsewhere  he  says,  '  We  ourselves 

*  also  were  sometimes  foolish,  disobedient,  deceived,  serving 
'  divers  lusts  and  pleasures,  living  in  malice  and  envy,  hateful, 

*  and  hating  one  another,'  Tit.  iii.  3.  And  the  obstinacy  and 
perverseness  of  men,  going  on  in  a  course  of  sin,  is  so  great, 
that  God  reproves  a  professing  people,  by  telling  them,  that 
their  neck  was  as  an  iron  sinew,  and  their  broiv  brass,  Isa. 
xlviii.  4.  Thus  they  were,  before  he  refined  and  chose  somd 
of  theyn,  in  the  furnace  of  cifflicticn,  ver.  10.  From  hence  it 
evidently  appears,  that  men  are  not  naturally  inclined  to  com- 
ply with  the  gospel-call  ;  but  this  is  a  privilege  conferred  on 
them,  when,  by  the  Spirit,  it  is  made  effectual  to  their  salva- 
tion. 

Ohjec.  It  is  objected,  to  what  has  been  said  concerning  per- 
sons being  dead  in  sin,  before  they  are  effectually  called  ;  that 
that  is  no  other  than  a  metaphorical  expression ;  and  therefore 
the  sense  thereof  is  not  to  be  strained  so  far  as  to  suppose  from 
hence,  that  they  are  altogether  without  a  power  to  do  that  which 
is  spiritually  good. 
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Ajisw.  When  the  state  of  men,  before  they  are  effectually 
called,  is  styled,  a  death  in  sin,  which  is  a  metaphorical  ex- 
pression, we  must  suppose,  that  there  is  a  sense  affixed  to  it, 
which,  in  some  respects,  is  adapted  to  those  ideas  that  we  have 
of  the  word.  If  scripture-metaphors  prove  nothing,  because 
the  words  are  transferred  from  their  literal  sense  to  some  other 
that  is  intended  thereby,  we  shall  be  at  the  greatest  loss  to  un- 
derstand many  important  doctrines  contained  in  the  sacred 
writings,  which  abound  very  much  with  such  modes  of  speak- 
ing. We  do  not  suppose  the  metaphor  to  be  extended  so  far, 
as  that  a  person,  dead  in  sin,  is  incapable  of  acting,  as  though 
he  was  a  stock  or  a  stone,  the  contrary  to  which  is  evident, 
from  M'hat  has  been  before  said  concerning  the  power  which 
they,  who  are  in  an  unregenerate  state,  have  of  doing  things 
materially  good ;  but  we  are  now  considering  men  as  unable  to 
do  what  is  good  in  all  its  circumstances,  which  may  render 
their  actions  the  object  of  the  divine  approbation,  as  agreeable 
to  God's  revealed  will ;  and  this,  we  suppose,  an  unregenerate 
person  is  as  unable  to  do,  as  a  dead  man  is  to  put  forth  living 
actions ;  and  the  reason  is,  because  he  is  destitute  of  a  super- 
natural principle  of  spiritual  life.  Scripture  and  experience, 
not  only  evince  the  weakness,  blindness,  and  disinclination  of 
such,  to  what  is  good,  but  their  averseness  to  it :  So  that  what- 
ever we  do,  either  in  the  beginning  or  progress  of  the  life  of 
faith,  must  proceed  from  a  renewed  nature,  or  a  supernatural 
principle  implanted  in  the  soul ;  which  is  sometimes  called,  a 
new  hearty  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  a  divine  7iatiire^  2  Pet.  i.  4.  as 
well  as  a  quickening,  or  being  raised  from  the  dead.  This 
leads  us  to  consider, 

II.  The  change  that  is  wrought  in  this  effectual  calling,  to- 
gether with  the  grounds  we  have  to  conclude,  that  it  is  a  su- 
pernatural work,  or,  as  it  is  styled  in  this  answer,  the  work  of 
God's  almighty  power  and  grace.  I'hose  whom  we  more  es- 
pecially oppose  in  this  head  of  argument,  are  the  Pelagians, 
-and  others  ;  who,  though  in  some  things  they  seem  to  recede 
from  them,  yet  cannot  support  their  cause  without  giving  into 
their  scheme,  when  treating  on  the  subjects  of  free-will,  nature 
and  grace  :  t^ese  all  allow  that  there  is  a  change  made  in  con- 
version or  effectual  calling ;  but  they  suppose  that  it  is  a  change 
in  man's  natural  temper  and  disposition,  rather  than  what  arises 
from  a  supernatural  principle,  which,  according  to  them,  con- 
sists in  overcoming  those  habits  of  sin,  which  we  have  con- 
tracted, and  acquiring  habits  of  virtue,  a  ceasing  to  do  evil, 
and  learning  to  do  well ;  and  that  it  is  in  their  own  power  sup- 
posing the  concurrence  of  God  as  a  God  of  nature,  or  at  least, 
some  superadded  assistances,  from  the  external  dispensations 
of  providence,  which  have  an  influence  on  the  minds  of  men. 
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io  produce  this  change ;  by  this  means  they  think  that  grace  is 
first  attained,  and  we  disposed  to  comply  with  the  external  call 
of  the  gospel,  whereby  it  is  rendered  effectual. 

They  sometimes  indeed,  use  the  word  conversion,  and  speak 
of  the  power  and  grace  of  God  herein ;  and  that  they  may  not 
seem  to  detract  from  tbe  glory  thereof,  they  profess  themselves 
to  adore  and  magnify  God  as  the  author  of  this  work ;  but  all 
this  amounts  to  no  more  than  nature  acting  under  the  influence 
of  common  providence.  Something,  indeed,  they  ascribe  to 
God  ;  but  much  less  than  what  we  think  the  scripture  does* 

Ihat  which  they  ascribe  to  him  therein,  is, 

1.  That  he  has  made  man  an  intelligent  creature,  having  a 
power  capable  of  choosing  whatever  seems  advantageous,  or 
refusing  what  appears  to  be  destructive  to  him ;  and  in  ord^ 
hereunto,  he  is  able  to  discern  what  is  his  duty  and  interest ; 
and  when  the  will  duly  attends  to  these  dictates  of  the  under- 
standing, it  has  a  power  inclining  it  to  be  influenced  thei-eby, 
and  embrace  whatever  overtures  are  made  conducive  to  his 
future  happiness. 

2.  Whereas  the  imderstanding  and  reasoning  powers  and 
faculties,  are  oftentimes  impaired  and  hindered,  in  their  method 
of  acting,  by  some  accidental  inconveniences  of  nature,  such  as 
the  temperament  of  the  body,  or  those  diseases  which  it  is 
sometimes  liable  to,  which  affect  the  mind ;  these  God,  by  his 
powerful  providence,  removes,  or  fences  against,  that  the  work 
may  go  on  successfully. 

3.  Sometimes  our  outward  circumstances  in  the  world,  give 
a  different  turn  to  our  passions,  and  hinder  us  from  entertain^ 
ing  any  inclinations  to  religion ;  therefore,  they  suppose,  that 
there  is  a  farther  hatid  of  providence  in  ordering  the  various 
changes  or  conditions  of  life,  as  to  what  concerns  the  prosper- 
ous or  adverse  circumstances  thereof,  whereby  a  sanguine  tem- 
per is  changed  to  that  which  has  more  of  a  melancholy  or 
thoughtful  disposition  in  it,  more  inclined  to  be  afraid  of  those 
sins  that  are  like  to  be  pitjudicial  to  him  ;  an  angry  and  cho- 
leric temper,  changed  to  another  that  has  a  greater  mixture  of 
meekness  and  humility ;  and  whatever  hinderance  mav  arise 
from  his  conversing  with  those  who  tempt  him  to  lav  aside  all 
thoughts  about  religion,  or  by  loading  it  with  reproach,  to 
make  him  ashamed  to  pretend  to  it,  the  providence  of  God  so 
orders  circumstances  and  things,  as  to  make  them  unaccepta- 
ble to  him,  or  him  disinclined  to  converse  with  them :  by  this 
means  th^re  arises  a  congruity,  as  they  call  it,  between  men's 
natural  dispositions  and  that  grace  which  they  are  called,  by 
the  gospel,  to  exert,  when  they  are  persuaded  to  comply  with 
it,  without  which  the  overture  would  be  in  vain. 

-f.  Pro\idenoe  farther  performs  its  part,  by  over-ruling  som^ 
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concurring  circumstances  external  to,  and  thought  oi,  by  liim, 
in  casting  his  lot  aniong  those  who  are  able  and  desirous  t© 
persuade  him  to  alter  his  sentiments,  m  raatters  of  religion, 
whose  industry  and  zeal  for  his  good,  accompanied  with  their 
skilfulness  m  managing  those  persuasive  ai-guments  used  to 
convince  him,  have  a  great  tendency  to  prevail  upon  him  ; 
hereby  he  is  persuaded  to  give  the  hearmg  to  that  which  be- 
fore he  despised,  and  made  the  subject  of  ridicule ;  and  some- 
times the  motives  and  inducements  that  are  used,  accompanied 
with  the  pathetic  way  of  address,  in  those  whose  ministry  he 
attends  on,  is  very  conducive  to  answer  the  end  attained  there- 
by, namely,  his  conviction  and  altering  his  conduct  ol  iiff ,  pur-<: 
suant  thereunto ;  all  which  is  under  the  unforeseen  direction 
of  providence. 

5.  They  add,  that  there  is  a  kind  of  internal  work  in  exci- 
ting the  passions,  by  a  general  influence  upon  them,  leaving  it, 
notwithstanding,  in  man's  power  to  determine  them,  with  re- 
spect to  their  proper  objects  ;  and  as  for  the  will,  that  still  re- 
mains free  and  unbiassed ;  but  by  this  moi'al  suasion,  or  these 
rational  arguments,  it  is  prevailed  upon  to  comply  with  that 
which  is  ior  its  advantage.  According  to  this  method  of  ac- 
counting lor  the  work  ot  conversion,  what  they  attribute  to  the 
grace  of  Goa,  is  nothing  more  than  "what  is  the  result  of  com- 
mon providence ;  and  it  is  supposed  to  act  no  otherwise  than 
in  an  objective  way ;  and  that  which  gives  the  turn  to  all  is, 
the  influence  of  moral  suasion,  whereby  men  are  prevailed  on> 
but  in  all  these  respects,  they  are  only  beholden  to  God,  as  the 
God  of  nature  :  and  when  this  is  called,  by  them,  a  display  of 
divine  grace,  nature  and  grace,  in  this  matter,  are  made  to  sig- 
nify the  same  thing,  without  scripture  warrant. 

Moreover,  since,  it  is  plain,  all  this  may  be  done,  and  yet 
persons  remain  in  an  unconverted  state,  and  the  gospel-call  be 
ineffectual,  they  suppose  there  is  something  to  be  performed  on 
man's  part,  which  gives  a  sanction  to,  and  completes  the  work  : 
accordingly  he  must  rightly  use  and  improve  the  power  of  rea- 
soning, which  God  has  given  him,  by  diligently  observ'ing  and 
attending  to  his  law ;  and  he  must  pei'suade  himself,  that  it  is 
highly  reasonable  to  obey  it ;  and  must  also  duly  weigh  the 
consequence  of  his  compliance  or  refusal,  and  endeavour  t» 
affect  himself  with  the  consideration  of  promised  rewards  and 
punishments,  to  excite  his  diligence,  or  awaken  his  fears ;  and 
must  make  use  of  those  motives  that  are  proper  to  induce  him 
to  lead  a  virtuous  life ;  and  when  he  is  brought  to  conclude 
this  most  eligible,  then  he  must  add  hereunto,  the  force  of  the 
strongest  resolutions,  to  avoid  occasions  of  sin,  perform  several 
necessary  duties,  and  associate  himself  with  those  whose  conver- 
sation and  example  ma)'  induce  him  to  be  virtuous ;  he  must  at- 
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tend  on  the  word  preached,  with  intenseness  of  thought,  and  a 
disposition  to  adhere,  with  the  greatest  impartiality,  to  what  is 
recommended  to  him  therein,  as  conducive  to  his  future  hap- 
piness :  by  this  means  he  is  persuaded ;  and  from  thence  pro- 
ceed those  acts  of  grace,  which  afterwards,  by  being  frequent- 
ly repeated,  arrive  to  a  habit,  which,  if  it  be  not  lost  by  negli- 
gence, stupidity,  and  imptnitenc)-,  or  adhering  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  Satan,  being  brought  into  a  state  of  conversion,  he  is 
in  a  fair  way  to  hea\en,  which,  notwithstanding  this,  he  may 
of  by  apostasy,  since  the  work  is  to  be  carried  on  by  him,  as  it 
was  at  first  begun,  by  his  own  conduct. 

This  account  of  effectual  calling  or  conversion,  supposes  it 
to  be  little  more  than  n  work  of  common  providence ;  and  all 
the  grace  they  seem  to  own,  is  nothing  more  than  nature  ex- 
erting itself  under  the  conduct  of  those  reasoning  powers  which 
God  has  given  it.  None  pretend  to  deny  that  our  reasoning 
powers  are  herein  to  be  exerted  and  improved ;  or  that  those 
arguments,  which  tend  to  give  conviction,  and  motives  to  en- 
force obedience,  must  be  duly  attended  to  :  neither  do  we  deny 
that  there  is  a  kind  hand  of  providence  seen  in  over-'ruling  our 
natural  tempers  and  dispositions,  in  giving  a  check  to  that  cor- 
ruption that  is  prevalent  in  us  ;  and  in  rendering  our  condition 
of  life,  some  way  or  other  conducive  to  a  farther  work,  which 
God  designs  to  bring  about.  We  also  assert,  that  providence 
greatly  favours  us  in  bringing  us  under  the  means  of  grace, 
or  casting  our  lot  in  such  places  where  v>'e  have  the  advantages 
of  the  conversation  and  example  of  others,  who  are  burning- 
and  shining  lights  in  their  generation ;  nor  is  it  less  seen  in 
adapting  a  suitable  word  to  our  condition,  or  in  raising  our 
affections,  while  attending  to  it :  but  all  this  falls  very  short  ot' 
effectual  calling,  as  it  is  a  display  of  God's  power  and  grace. 
This  work  is  no  more  than  natural ;  whereas  conversion  is  a 
supernatural  work.  Hitherto  we  may  be  led  by  common  grace  ;. 
\)\\t  effectual  calling  is  a  work  of  special  grace  ;  the  effect  of 
this  is  only  a  change  of  life  :  but  we  assert,  and  have  scripture- 
ground  for  it,  that  there  is  in  that  a  change  of  heait.  This 
scheme  supposes  the  very  principle  and  spring  of  grace  to  be 
acquired  by  man's  improving  his  natural  powers,  under  the 
conduct  of  God's  providence  :  whereas,  we  suppose,  and  shall 
endeavour  to  prove,  under  a  following  head,  that  it  is  not  ac- 
quired, but  infused,  and  is  the  effect  of  divine  power.  This 
supposes  the  work  to  be  brought  about  by  moral  suasion ;  and 
that  the  understanding,  taking  in  the  arguments  that  are  made 
use  of  in  an  objective  way,  the  will  is  induced  to  compliance, 
by  choosing  that  which  is  good,  and-  refusing  that  which  is 
<  vil :  whereas,  \ve  assc-it,  that  the  will  of  man  is  bowed  and 

Vol.  Ill,  E 
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subjected  to  Christ,  its  enmity  overcome  ;  and  accordingly  we 
are  said  to  be  made  v  iliing  in  the  day  oi  his  power. 

But  since  that  which  bears  the  greatest  share  in  this  work, 
according  to  them,  is  the  will  and  power  of  man,  determining 
itself,  by  proper  motives  and  arguments,  to  what  is  good; 
which  supposes,  that  it  acts  freely  therein.  This  may  give  us 
occasion  to  consider  the  nature  of  human  liberty  ;  we  do  not 
deny,  in  general,  that  man  is  endowed  with  a  free  will,  which 
exerts  itself  in  things  of  a  lower  nature,  to  that  which  we  are 
speaking  of,  for  this  is  as  evident,  as  that  he  is  endowed  with 
an  understanding :  wc  shall  therefore,  in  speaking  concerning 
the  liberty  of  the  will  of  man,  (1.)  Consider  M'hat  are  the  es- 
{.cntial  properties  of  liberty,*  without  which,  an  action  would 
cease  to  be  free.  And,  (2.)  How  far  the  power  of  man's  free- 
wdi  may  be  extended,  with  a  particular  view  to  the  matter, 
under  our  present  consideration. 

1.  Concerning  the  nature  and  essential  properties  of  human 
liberty.  They,  whose  sentiments  of  free-will  and  grace  we  are 
opposing,  suppose  that  it  is  essential  to  a  free  action,  or  other- 
wise it  could  not  be  denominated  free,  that  it  be  performed 
with  indifferency,  that  is,  that  the  will  of  man  should  be  so 
equally  poised,  that  as  it  determines  itself  to  one  extreme,  it 
might  as  well  have  determined  itself  to  the  other:  therefore, 
he  that  loves  God  freely,  might,  by  a  detei-mination  of  his 
will,  as  well  have  inclined  himself  to  hate  him ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  he  that  hates  God,  might,  by  an  act  o.  his  will, 
have  determined  himself  to  love  him  :  the  balance  is  supposed 
to  be  equal,  and  it  is  the  method  that  the  person  uses  to  de- 
termine his  will,  that  gives  a  turn  to  it.  And  from  hence  they 
infer,  that  they  who  persevere  in  grace,  which  they  do  freely, 
may,  for  the  same  reason,  apostatize ;  yea,  they  proceed  far- 
ther, at  least  some  of  them,  who  have  maintained,  that  our  Sa- 
viour might  have  sinned,  and  consequently  the  work  of  our 
redemption  have  miscarried  in  his  hands ;  because,  according 
to  this  notion  of  liberty,  he  acted  freely  in  all  those  exercises- 
of  grace ;  which,  we  suppose,  were  no  less  free,  because  they 
were  necessary  ;  and  also,  from  this  account  they  give  of  liber- 
ty, they  infer  that  the  angels  and  glorified  saints  might  sin,  and 
so  lose  that  state  of  blessedness,  which  they  are  possessed  of; 
otherwise  their  obedience  is  not  free  ;  which  absurdities  are  so 
apparently  gross,  that  they  who  duly  weigh  them,  will  not  easi- 
ly give  into  this  notion  of  liberty.  And  there  is  another  ab- 
surdity, which  the  Pelagians  dare  not  assert ;  for  it  would  be 
the  greatest  blasphemy  that  could  be  contained  in  Mords,  though 
it  equally  flows  from  this  method  of  explaining  the  nature  of 
liberty ;  that  cither  God  must  not  act  freely,  or  else  he  might 
•  T'ds  is  nhat  is  generally  called  the  foitntilis  ratio  of  liberty. 
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£ict  tlic  contrary,  with  respect  to  those  things  in  which  he  acts, 
like  himseir,  as  a  God  of  infinite  perfection  ;  and  accordingly, 
if  he  loves  or  delights  in  himself  freely,  or  designs  his  own 
glory,  as  the  highest  end  of  all  that  he  does,  and  uses  means 
to  bring  about  those  ends  Avhich  are  most  conducive  there- 
unto;  wherein  his  holiness,  wisdom,  justice,  and  faithfulness 
appear,  I  say,  it  M'ili  follow  from  their  scheme,  and  I  cannot 
but  tremble  to  mention  it,  that  he  might  do  the  contrary ;  and 
what  is  this  but  to  say,  that  he  might  cease  to  be  God. 

The  arguments  which  they  who  attempt  to  support  this  no- 
tion of  libert}',  insist  on,  are  taken  from  the  ideas  which  we 
generally  have  of  a  person's  acting  freely ;  as  for  instance,  if 
a  man  performs  any  of  the  common  actions  of  life,  such  as 
walking,  sitting,  standing,  reading,  writing,  &c.  freely,  he  may 
do  the  contrary. 

But  to  this  I  answer.  That  there  is  a  vast  difference  between 
asserting,  that  many  of  the  actions  of  life  are  arbitrary  or  in- 
difterent,  so  that  we  might  do  the  contrary;  and  saying  that  in- 
difterency  is  essential  to  liberty ;  for  that  which  is  essential  to 
an  action  must  belong  to  every  individual  action  of  the  sauie 
kind.*  Thus  concerning  their  notion  of  liberty,  whom  we  op- 
pose. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  that  v/hlch  we  acquiesce  in,  is,  that 
its  essential  property  or  nature,  consists  in  a  person's  doing  a 
thing  without  being  laid  under  a  natural  necessity  to  do  it;f 
or  doing  it  of  his  own  accord,  without  any  force  laid  on  him.:^ 
Others  express  it  by  a  person's  doing  a  thing  out  of  choice,  as 
having  the  highest  reason  to  determine  him  so  to  do.*  This  is 
that  notion  of  liberty  which  v/e  cannot  but  approve  of;  and  we 
are  now  to  shew, 

(2.)  How  far  the  pov/er  of  man's  free-will  may  be  extended, 
with  a  particular  view  to  the  matter  under  our  present  consi- 
deration.   Here  let  it  be  observed, 

1.S/,  That  the  power  of  man's  will  extends  itself  to  things 
within  its  own  sphere,  and  not  above  it;  all  actions  and  pow- 
ers of  acting,  are  contained  within  certain  limits,  agreeable  to 
the  nature  and  capacit}-  of  the  agent.    Creatures  below  man, 

*  IVe  generally  say,  that  -whatever  is  essential  to  a  thing,  belongs  to  it  as  such. 
A/1,1  there  is  a  knoiun  rvle  in  logic,  A  qiiatemis  ud  omne  valet  conseqiientia ;  a7id 
the.  then  absurd  cumeqiieiices,  above  mentioned,  -uonld  necessarily  folloxv  from  it. 

■\  In  t/us  respect  divines  generally  consider  liberty  as  opposed  to  co-action  :  but 
here  ~.ve  must  distinguish  betiueen  a  natural  co-action  and  a  moral  one.  Liberty  is 
not  opposed  to  a  moral  co-action,  which  is  very  consistent  xvith  it.  Thus  an  honest 
man  cannot  alloio  himself  in  a  vile  action  ,•  he  is  under  a  moral  ccjistraint  to  the  con- 
trary;  and  yet  iu;  abstains  from  sin  freely.  A  believer  loves  Christ  freely,  as  the 
npo.ttle  Paul  certainly  did ;  and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  he  was  und^r  the  constraint  of 
t.'ic  lore  of  Christ ;  as  he  himself  expresaes  it,  2  Cor.  V.  14. 

t  This  divines  generally  call  spontaneity. 

•  Tids  come  aitl  lubentia  rutionalis. 


cannot  put  forth  rational  actions :  and  man  caiinut  put  lorth 
aupernatural  actions,  if  he  be  not  made  partaker  of  a  divine  lar 
spiritual  nature,  as  being  endowed  with  a  supernatural  princi- 
ple, such  as  that  which  is  implanted  in  regeneration.  Consider 
him  as  an  intelligent  creature,  and  it  is  agreeable  to  his  nature 
to  put  forth  free  actions,  under  the  conduct  and  direction  ot 
the  understanding ;  but  if  we  consider  him  as  renewed,  con- 
verted, or  eflectually  called,  and  acting  agreeably  thereunto, 
then  he  is  under  the  influence  of  an  higher  principle,  which  I 
call  a  divine  nature^  according  to  the  phrase  which  the  apostle 
uses,  2  Pet.  i.  4.  The  former  of  these  supposes  no  more  than 
the  concourse  of  common  providence,  which  at  first  gave,  and 
then  maintains  our  reasoning  faculties;  whereas  the  latter  sup- 
poses, that  we  are  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit ;  whereby 
tve  are  enabled' to  act  in  a  supernatural  way,  our  natures  being 
renewed  and  disposed  thereunto,  in  which  we  are  not  divested 
of  the  liberty  of  our  wills  ;  but  they  are  improved  and  enabled 
to  do  what  before  they  were  a^  erse  and  disinclined  to. 

That  man  acts  freely  in  those  things  which  are  agreeable  to 
his  nature,  as  an  intelligent  creature,  all  will  allow.  Moreover, 
we  consider  the  understanding  and  will,  as  both  concurring  ia 
actions  that  are  free,  and  that  one  of  these  is  subservient  to  the 
other ;  as  for  instance,  we  cannot  be  said  to  desire,  delight  in^ 
choose,  or  refuse  a  thing  unless  v/e  have  some  idea  of  it,  as  an 
object,  which  we  apprehend  meet  to  be  desired  or  rejected. 

And  if  it  be  farther  enquired.  Whether  the  will  has,  in  itself, 
a  power  to  follow  the  dictates  of  the  understanding,  in  things 
that  are  agreeable  to  our  nature,  and  be  generally  disposed  to 
do  it,  unless  biassed  by  the  passions,  inclining  and  determining 
It  another  way?  This,  I  think,  is  not  to  be  denied;  but  in  our 
present  argument,  we  are  to  consider  the  will  of  man  as  con- 
versant about  things  supernatural,  and  accordingly,  must  give 
a  difle;rent  account  of  Christian  liberty,  from  that  which  is* 
merely  human,  as  before  described.  The  Pelagians  will  allow 
what  has  been  said  concerning  the  nature  of  liberty  in  general; 
but  the  difference  between  us  and  them  is,  that  we  confine  it 
within  its  own  sphere  ;  whereas  they  extend  it  farther,  and  ap- 
ply it  to  regeneration,  effectual  calling,  and  conversion  ;  in 
which  respect  it  discovers  itself  no  otherwise  than  as  enslaved 
to,  or  a  servant  of  sin;*  and  the  powers,  and  faculties  of  the 
soul,  with  relation  hereunto,  are  weakened  by  the  prevalency 
«f  corruption,  so  that  we  are  not  able  to  put  forth  those  actions 
which  proceed  from,  and  determine  a  person  to  be  renerved  in 
the  spirit  of  his  jnind ;  or  to  have  put  on  the  nexv  vjan^  which 
^fter  God  is  created  in  righteoitsness  and  triit;  holiness. 

Again,  if  it  be  farther  enquired;  whether  the  will  necessa^ 
*  This  some  diviiies  call  voluntas  serva. 
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rily  follows  the  dictates  of  the  understanding,  so  that  the  grace 
of  God  takes  its  first  rise  from  thence  ?  that  which  I  would 
pay  in  answer  thereunto  is,  That  the  understanding,  indeed,  re- 
presents things  spiritual  and  heavenly  to  us,  as  good  and  de- 
sirable, and  worthy  of  all  acceptation;  and  gives  us  an  unde- 
niable conviction,  that  all  the  motives  used  in  scripture,  to 
choose  and  embrace  them,  are  highly  probable  ;  but  yet  it  does 
not  follow  from  hence,  that  the  will  of  man  is  always  over- 
come thereby  ;*  and  the  reason  is,  because  of  that  strong  pro- 
pensity and  inclination  that  there  is  in  corrupt  nature  to  sin, 
which  bids  defiance  to  all  those  arguments  and  persuasions  that 
are  used  to  the  contrary,  till  we  are  brought  under  the  influence 
of  a  supernatural  principle,  implanted  in  the  soul  in  effectual 
calling. 

And  this  leads  us  farther  to  enquire  :  "Whether,  supposing  a 
man  has  this  principle  implanted  in  effectual  calling,  he  then 
acts  freely ;  or,  what  is  the  liberty  of  man's  will,  when  internal- 
ly moved  and  influenced  by  divine  grace  ?  In  answer  to  which, 
v/e  must  consider,  that  special  grace  does  not  destroy,  but  im- 
prove the  liberty  of  man's  will :  when  there  is  a  new  nature  im- 
planted in  him,  it  discovers  its  energy,  and  makes  a  change  in 
all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the  soul;  there  is  a  new  light 
shining  in  the  understanding,  vastly  different  from,  and  supe- 
rior to  that  v.hich  it  had  before ;  and  it  may  truly  be  called, 
'The  light  of  I'lfe^  John  viii.  12.  not  only  as  it  leads  to  eternal 
life  ;  but  as  it  proceeds  from  a  principle  of  spiritual  life  :  and 
this  is  what  we  generally  call  saving  knoxvledge ;  as  it  is  said. 
This  is  life  eternal^  that  theij  might  know  thee^  the  only  true 
God^  and  Jesus  Christy  whom  thou  hast  sent^  chap.  xvii.  13. 
Now  this  light  in  the  understanding,  being  attended  with  power 
in  the  will,  it  is  hereby  induced  to  comply  with  its  dictates,  not 
barely  as  being  prevailed  on  by  rational  arguments,  but  as  there 
is  a  divine  power  accompanying  them  ;  it  is  not  indeed  prevail- 
ed on  without  arguments ;  for  the  Spirit  makes  use  of  the  word 
to  persuade,  as  well  as  to  direct;  though  we  do  not,  with  the 
Pelagians,  say,  that  the  will  is  overcome  only  by  arguments, 

*  The  qitestiini  betivecn  lis  and  the  Pelagians,  is  not  ivhether  the  -will  sometimef. 
follo-i's-  the  dictates  of  the  widerstnndiiig,  hvt,  ^vhether  it  either  ahvavr,  does  so  ?  or, 
if  it  be  oth(i"!vise,  whether  that  ivhich  hinders  it  does  not  arise  from  a  defect  in  these 
dictates  of  the  zmderslanding-?  Jlccordingly  they  speak  of  the  dictates  of  the  under- 
atandinff  us  practical,  and  not  barely  speculative,  andivith  a  particidar  application 
to  ourselves.  They  also  consider  the  inll  as  having  been  before  in  some  suspense  ;  but 
that  dictate  of  the  understanding  which  itfoUo~,us,  is  the  last,  after  mature  delibera- 
tion ;  and  it  is  supposed  to  have  compared  things  together  ;  and  therefore  presents  a 
tiling,  not  only  as  good,  but  more  eligible  than  any  tidng  else,  -which  they  call  a  com- 
parute  dictate  of  the  nnderstundinq  :  and  by  this  means  the  will  is  persuaded  to  a 
eomfihance.  But  though  this  may  be  true  i?i  many  instances  that  are  natural ;  yet 
daily  experience  pro-^-es.  that  it  doe*  net  hold  good  ivith  respect  to  thiv^n  Jivijie  and 
fi'perrtatural. 
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as  though  the  victory  was  owing  to  our  power  ot  reasoning; 
yet  we  freely  own,  that  we  act  with  judgment,  and  see  the 
highest  reason  for  what  we  do  :  we  are  enabled  to  use  our  rea- 
soning powers  indeed  ;  but  these  are  sanctified  by  the  Spirity 
as  well  as  the  will  renewed ;  and  both  concur  together,  in  or- 
der to  our  receiving  and  improving  the  doctrines  contained  in 
the  gospel ;  and  the  Spirit  of  God  also  removes  those  rooted 
prejudices  which  we  had  entertained  against  the  way  of  salva- 
tion by  Christ :  so  that  upon  the  whole,  the  gospel  has  its  use, 
as  it  directs  and  excites  our  faith :  our  reasoning  powers  and 
faculties  have  their  use  also,  as  we  take  in,  and  are  convinced, 
by  what  is  therein  contained }  all  this  v/ould  be  to  no  purpose, 
if  there  were  not  a  superior  power  determining  the  will  to  a 
thorough  compliance  therewith.  We  do  not  deny  that  moral 
suasion  oftentimes  has  a  tendency  to  incline  a  man  to  the  per- 
formance of  moral  duties  ;  but  it  is  what  I  rather  choose  to  call 
evangelical  persuasion,  or  the  Spirit  of  God  setting  home  upon 
the  heart  and  conscience,  what  is  contained  in  the  gospel,  that 
makes  it  effectual  to  salvation,  (a)    Thus  concerning  the  na- 


(a)  The  manners  and  iiuixiins  of  the  world  accoi-d  with  the  incVmatlons  of  the 
human  mind,  because  they  spring"  from  them  :  the  dispositions  and  the  pursuits 
of  mc!i  are  at  variance  witli  tiie  laws  of  God,  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  the 
practice  of  the  saiiits,  tins  will  appear  by  comparing  theai.  Tluit  the  human  mind 
should  be  brouglit  to  submit  to  the  selt'-dLnlal  requisite  toihe  character  of  a  true 
christian,  its  bias  or  btnt  must  be  chang-ed.  Because  men  are  moral  nj^ents,  va  - 
vious  motives  are  addressed  to  them  to  indure  such  change,  when  not  attended 
to,  they  ajfgravate  tiieir  guiit:  when  thej  are  followed  by  the  change,  which  they 
liave  a  tendency  to  produce,  those  who  yi'jld  are  snid  to  be  "  born  of  the  word.'' 
Were  it  not  for  the  inroi-mation  ve  derive  from  the  scriptures  we  should  proba- 
bly look  no  further  than  the  proximate  cause,  and  give  man  the  ;,'lory ;  but  tiiese 
teach  us,  that  the  Spirit  of  God  is  always  in  such  change,  if  it  be  real,  the  effi- 
cient cause :  "  God  sanctifies  bt/  tlie  truth,"  he  "  operts  the  heart  to  attend"  to  the 
word,  and  when  any  have  learned  from  and  been  tatight  or  drmmi  by  the  Father 
they  come  unto  Christ ;  they  are  therefore  also  in  a  higher  sense  boim  of  the  Spirit. 

This  work  of  God  immediately  upon  the  mind,  is  possible  to  him,  who  formed, 
jtistains,  and  knows  the  secrets  of  tlie  heart ;  if  we  are  unconscious  of  our  crea- 
tion, support  in  existence,  and  tiie  access  of  the  Searcher  of  hearts  to  our  minds, 
we  may  be  unconscious  of  his  influence  to  change  them.  If  this  were  sensible,  it 
might  be  a  motive  incompatible  with  the  safety  and  moral  government  of  beings, 
who  at  best,  whilst  here,  are  imperfectly  holy. 

The  communication  of  the  knowledge  of  saving  truths  immediately  is  unne- 
cessary :  we  have  the  sacred  scriptures,  which  are  competent  to  make  us  wise 
unto  salvation.  'I'hc  inspiration  anciently  given,  is  distinct  from  the  change  of 
bias,  or  disposition  necessary  to  a  preparation  for  heaven,  might  exist  without, 
and  is  therefore  inferior  to  it. 

It  is  not  the  sole  effect  of  moral  suasion,  it  is  a  work  of  the  spirit  not  the  let- 
ter, of  power  not  the  word :  it  is  a  birth,  not  by  "  blood,  nor  by  the  will  of  the 
flesh,  nor  by  the  loill  of  man,  but  of  God,"  and  those  only  "  who  are  of  God,  hear," 
believe,  and  obey  his  word. 

This  influence  is  sight  to  the  blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  riches  to  the  poor, 
health  to  the  sick,  and  life  to  the  dead.  It  is  not  incompatible  with  moral  agency, 
for  the  holy  disposition  is  as  free  in  its  operation,  as  the  former  sinful  inclinations 
had  been  in  theirs.  Tlie  necessity  of  it  to  salvation,  is  no  excuse  for  the  impeni 
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lura  and  extent  of  human  liberty ;  but  inasmuch  as  this  is  not 
to  be  assigned  as  that  ^vhich  renders  the  gospel-call  eftcctual, 
let  it  be  farther  consider*  d, 

III.  That  this  is  brouf.';!it  about  by  the  almighty  power  of 
God,  as  it  is  observed  in  tliis  answer,  that  it  is  a  work  of  God's 
almighty  power  and  grace  :  this  is  that  which  enhances  the  ex- 
cellency and  glory  of  it,  above  all  the  works  of  common  provi- 
dence :  however,  when  we  say  that  it  is  a  divine  work,  this  is 
hardly  sufficient  to  distinguish  it  from  what  the  Pelagians  often 
call  it,  by  which  they  intend  nothing  more,  than  the  powerful 
work  of  God,  as  the  God  of  nature  and  providence ;  therefore 
we  must  farther  consider  it  as  a  work  of  divine  power,  exert- 
ing itself  in  a  supernatural  way  and  not  only  excluding  the 
agency  of  creatures,  as  bearing  a  part  therein,  but  as  opposed 
to  those  works  which  are  brought  about  by  the  moral  influ- 
ence of  persuasive  arguments,  without  any  change  wrought  in 
the  will  of  man ;  in  this  sense  we  understand  effectual  calling 
to  be  a  work  of  God's  almighty  power. 

And  that  this  may  appear,  let  it  Ix;  premised,  that  it  is  not 
inconsistent  with  God's  dealing  with  men  as  intelligent  crea- 
tures, endowed  with  liberty  of  will,  for  him  to  exert  this  power, 
since  special  providence,  or  efficacious  grace,  does  no  more  de- 
stroy man's  natural  powers,  by  its  internal  influence,  enabling 
and  exciting  them  to  do  what  is  supernaturally  good,  than  com- 
mon providence's  being  conversant  about  the  free  actions  of 
men,  makes  them  cease  to  be  free ;  only  the  former  exerts  it- 
self in  a  different  aud  superior  way,  producing  eflfects  much 
more  glorious  and  excellent. 

This  being  supposed,  we  shall,  without  pretending  fully  to 
explain  the  manner  of  the  divine  agency,  which  is  principally 
known  by  its  effects,  endeavour  to  shew, 

1.  That  effectual  calling  is,  in  a  way  of  eminency,  the  work 
of  divine  power  as  distinguished  from  other  works,  which  are, 
in  their  kind,  the  effects  of  power  in  a  natural  way. 

2.  We  shall  also  observe  what  effects'  are  produced  thereby, 
and  in  what  order. 

3.  Consider  it,  as  it  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  attributed  to 
the  Spirit  of  God  ;  and  also  shew,  that  it  is  a  wonderful  in- 
stance of  his  grace. 

lent ;  grace  is  not  necessary  to  the  vindication  of  Divine  justice :  the  preponde- 
rancy  of  inclinations  to  evil  is  the  essence  of,  not  an  :ipolo^y  for  sin.  It  is  very 
strange  if,  because  a  man  is  so  intent  upon  sinning'  th;it  nothing  can  change  him 
but  the  almighty  power  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  he  is  on  this  very  account  innocent. 
— It  does  not  render  the  preaching  of  the  word  unnecessaiy,  for  besides  that  it  is 
commanded,  and  important  to  call  men  to  repentance  and  faith,  when  the  grace 
has  been  given,  God  also  usually  accompanies  his  ordinances  with  his  Spirit's  in- 
tluences,  and  seems  in  most  cases,  to  direct  in  his  providence  the  blessing;-)  of 
.  .s  irrstj»;cti<.Tis  ♦«  thpse  whom  be  mates  tb;  siibir^ts  of  h-s  crac'* 
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4.  We  shall  consider  this  divine  power  as  in  e3i!-.tible,  ajid 
consequendy  such  as  cannot  but  be  effectual  to  produce  what 
is  designed  to  be  brought  about  thereby.    And, 

5.  Speak  something  concerning  the  season  in  which  this  vj 
done,  which  is  called  God's  accepted  time. 

1.  Effectual  calling  is  eminently  a  work  of  divine  power;  lor 
the  proof  hereof,  we  have  not  only  many  express  texts  of  scrip- 
ture that  sufficiently  establish  it,  but  we  may  appeal  to  the  ex- 
perience of  those  who  are  made  partakers  of  this  grace.  If  they 
compare  their  former  and  present  state  together,  they  may  easi- 
ly perceive  in  themselves,  that  there  is  such  a  change  wrought 
in  them,  as  is  contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  corrupt  nature ; 
whereby  the  stubbornness  and  obstinacy  of  their  wills  have  been 
subdued,  and  such  effects  produced  in  them,  as  they  never  ex- 
perienced before  ;  and  the  manner  of  their  production,  as  well 
as  the  consequences  thereof,  give  them  a  proof  of  the  agency 
of  God  herein,  and  the  glory  of  his  power  exerted,  so  that  they 
who  deny  it  must  be  unacquainted  with  themselves,  or  not  duly 
observe  that  which  carries  its  own  evidence  with  it.  (a) 


(a)  "  I  have  seen  it  objected,  that  to  suppose  a  change  effected  in  the  heart  of 
man,  otherwise  than  by  the  power  of  moral  means,  is  palpably  absurd ;  as  imply- 
ing an  evident  impossibility  in  the  nature  of  things.  It  has  been  said,  by  a  divine 
of  advanced  age,  and  good  sense ;  "  'ihe  moral  change  of  the  mind  in  regenera- 
tion, is  of  an  essentially  different  kind  from  the  mechanical  change  of  the  body, 
when  that  is  raised  from  the  dead  ;  :trid  must  be  effected  by  the  exertion  of  a  dif- 
ferent kind  of  power.  Each  effect  requires  a  power  suited  to  its  nature  :  and  the 
power  proper  for  one  can  never  produce  the  other.  To  argue  from  one  to  the 
other  of  these  effects,  as  the  apostle  has  been  misunderstood  to  do,  in  Eph.  i.  20, 
is  therefore  idle  and  impertinent. — The  Spirit  of  God  is  possessed  of  these  two 
kinds  of  power,  and  exerts  the  one  or  the  other,  accordingly  as  he  wills  to  pro- 
duce a.  change  of  the  moral  or  physical  kind,  in  moral  beings  or  inanimate  mat- 
ter." 

But  to  this  philosophical  objection,  however  plausible  and  unanswerable  it 
may  appear,  I  think  the  reply  of  our  Saviour  to  the  difficulty  started  by  the  Sad- 
ducees,  respecting  the  resurrection  and  a  future  state,  is  neither  idle  nor  imper- 
tment :  "  Ye  do  err,  not  knowing  the  scriptures,  nor  the  power  of  God."  Ihe 
Almighty  is  not  limited,  as  men  are,  to  these  two  modes  of  operation,  by  mon>l 
and  mechanical  means.  The  Spirit  of  God  is  possessed  of  a  power  of  working  in 
a  manner  different  from  either  of  these ;  that  is,  supernaturally.  The  means  by 
which  effects  ai'e  brought  to  pass  in  a  natural  way,  must  indeed  be  different ;  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  those  effects,  and  of  the  subjects  on  which  the  opera- 
lions  are  performed :  but  when  once  we  admit  the  idea  of  a  work  properly  super- 
natural— an  effeot  produced  not  by  the  power  of  any  means  at  all,  we  instantly 
lose  sight  of  all  distinctious  in  the  kind  of  power,  or  manner  of  working,  adapted 
to  things  of  different  natures.  When  God,  by  his  omnipotent  word  alone,  called 
-all  nature  into  being  at  first,  are  we  to  suppose  that  he  exerted  different  powers, 
&ccnrding  to  the  natures  of  the  things  designed  to  l>c  created ;  and  that  the  po*'- 
er  proper  to  create  inanimate  matter,  could  never  create  a  tliinking  mind !  Are 
we  to  conceive  that  angels  and  the  souls  of  men  were  persu^idcd  into  being,  by 
ricguments  and  motives ;  and  that  the  material  world  was  Ibrced  out  of  nothing, 
by  the  power  of  attraction  !  So,  in  regard  to  quickening  the  dead,  are  we  to  ima- 
gine that  God  can  give  new  life  to  a  soul  dead  in  sin,  only  by  moral  suasion ;  and 
that,  if  he  will  reanimate  bodies  which  have  slept  thousands  of  years  in  the  duSt 
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But  we  shall  principally  take  our  proofs  from  scripture,  in. 
which  we  liave  an  account  of  the  beginning  of  this  work,  which 
•s  styled  the  new  birth  ;  wherein  we  are  said  to  be  vaa.dc parta- 
.kers  of  the  divine  nature^  2  Pet.  i.  4.  that  is,  a  nature  that  is 
produced  by  divine  power:  and  we  are  said  to  be  horn^  not  oj 
bloody  Tier  of  the  xvill  of  the  jlesh^  nor  of  the  loill  of  man.,  but  oj 
4^od.,  John  i.  13.  And  the  gospel,  which  is  the  instrument  thar 
he  makes  use  of  in  calling  effectually,  is  styled,  The  rod  of  hl\ 
strength.,  Psal.  ex.  2.  the  effect  thereof,  ascribed  to  the  revela- 
lion  of  his  arm.,  Isa.  liii.  1.  the  season  in  which  tliis  is  done,  is 
called,  The  day  of  his  poxver.,  Psal.  ex.  ?.  and  it  is,  bv  a  me- 
tonymy, called,  His  poxver.,  1  Cor.  i.  18.  Rom.  i.  16-  The  cross, 
'jf  Christ  is  also,  when  preached,  and  made  effectual  for  tht^ 
unswering  this  valuable  end,  styled,  The  poxver  of  God.,  1  Cor. 
i.  24.  Moreover,  the  progress  of  d:is  work  is  ascribed  to  the 
poxver  of  God.,  1  Thess.  i.  5.  it  is  this  that  keeps  those  who  are 
effectually  called  thro^igh  fuith  nnto  salvation.,  1  Pet.  i.  5,  And 
that  this  power  may  appear  to  be  extraordinar)^,  the  apostle 
iises  an  uncommon  emphasis  of  expression,  when  he  calls  itj 
The  exceeding-  greatness  of  Ms  poxver.,  and,  the  xuorking  of  his 
might'j poxver.,  Eph.  i*  19,20.  which  words*  can  hardly  be 
translated  without  losing  something  of  their  force  and  beauty; 
and,  indeed,  diere  is  not  an  expression  used  in  scripture,  to 
signify  the  eScacy  of  divine  power,  that  exceeds,  or,  I  may 
say,  that  equals  them.  And  that  it  may  appear  more  strong, 
the  apostle,  in  the  following  words,  represents  it  as  being  no 
)ess  than  that  poxver  xvhich  xvrought  in  Christ.,  xvhen  God  raised 
him  from  the  dead^ 

And  to  all  this  let  me  add,  that  something  to  the  same  pur- 
pose may  be  inferred  from  those  metaphorical  expressions,  by 
which  it  is  set  forth,  as  it  is  called  a  creation  :  thus,  when  we 
are  made  partakers  of  this  privilege,  we  are  said  to  be  created 
in  righteousness  and  true  holiness.^  Eph»  iv.  24,  And  the  apos- 
tle seems  to  compare  this  with  the  creation  of  mar?  at  first,  af-. 
ter  the  image  of  God,  which  consisted  principally  in  righteour- 

of  the  e;irtli,  he  has  po  other  way  to  do  it  than  hy  a  physical  operation!  Thv 
bodyofChrlbt  was  raised  to  life,  I  should  suppose,  not  by  any  meclianicul  powei-, 
Tmt  supprnatiiraUy.  tn  this  manner  God  iijways  works,  when  lie  quickeiietl!  the 
dead,  and  caHttii  thin-'^s  that  are  uot,  as  though  they  were.  And  what  absurditjj 
c;in  tliere  be  in  siijjposiag  Him  able  io  i?ive  3  new  principle  of  action,  as,  well  a* 
to  ,!^ive  existence  to  ariy  thing  else,  in  tliis  immediate  manner? 

Some  sound  and  sensible  divines,  it  Kust  be  i^ranted,  in  order  to  g'uard  acr-unst 
the  notion  of  regeneration's  being'  pfjepted  by  moral  suasion,  have  called  it  u 
^Insical  work,  and  a  physical  change;  but  very  ncedlessl),  I  apprehend,  and 
with  very  evident  impropriety.  Tin?  change  is  moral-  the  '.vork producing  it,  li^ 
.".itiicr  moral  nor  phviicali  b  it  .•■•ipernatural." 

Vol.  III.  F 
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ncss  and  true  holiness,  and  accordingly  considers  this  image  as 
restored,  when  a  principle  of  grace  is  implanted,  whereby  we 
art  again  disposed  to  the  exercise  of  righteousness  and  holi- 
ness :  and  elsewhere  he  says,  IVe  are  his  -workmanships  created 
in  Christ  jcsus  unto  good  -works^  that  xve  should  walk  in  them^ 
chap.  ii.  IG.  where  he  supposes,  that  this  creating  power  must 
be  excried  before  we  can  put  forth  good  works;  and  therefore 
it  can  be  nothing  less  than  the  power  of  God;  and  it  would 
not  have  been  styled  a  creation^  if  it  had  not  been  a  superna- 
tural work,  and  therefore  it  is,  in  that  respect,  more  glorious 
than  many  other  effects  of  the  divine  power. 

It  is  also  styled,  «  resurrection  from  the  dead:  thus  the  apos- 
tle says,  T'ou  hath  he  quickened^  who  -were  dead,  in  trespasses 
and  siyis^  chap.  ii.  1,  5.  in  this  respect  it  certainly  exceeds  the 
power  of  men.  A  physician,  by  his  skill,  may  mend  a  crazy 
constitution,  or  recover  it  from  the  confines  of  death ;  but,  to 
raise  the  dead,  exceeds  the  limits  of  finite  power.  This'  mode 
of  speakmg  our  Saviour  makes  use  of  to  signify  the  conversion 
or  effectual  call  of  sinners,  when  he  says,  The  hour  is  coining-, 
and  now  is^  xvhcn  the  dead  shall  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of 
God ;  and  they  that  hear  shall  live^  John  v.  25.  He  had,  in  the 
foregoing  verse  been  speaking  of  their  having  eternal  life^  and 
not  coming  into  condemnation^  and  being  passed  from  death  to 
life^  who  hear  his  words  and  believe ;  and  then  it  follows,  that 
the  hour  is  comings  that  is,  the  time  is  near  at  hand,  to  wit, 
when  the  Spu"it  shall  be  poured  forth,  and  the  gospel-dispen- 
sation be  begun,  and  it  norv  is^  in  some  degree,  namely,  in  those 
■who  were  converted  by  his  ministry,  zvhen  the  dead  shall  hear 
his  voice  and  live^  or  pass  from  a  state  of  spiritual  death  to  life, 
as  a  means  for  their  attaining  eternal  life.  This  is  much  more 
agreeable  to  the  context,  than  to  conclude,  as  some  do,  to  evade 
the  force  of  this  argument;  that  our  Saviour  speaks  concern- 
ing some  who  .were  then,  or  should  hereafter  be  raised  from 
the  dead,  in  a  miraculous  manner ;  which,  they  suppose,  con- 
tains the  sense  of  the  words,  now  isy  and  that  the  hoar  is  com- 
ings i-efers  to  the  general  resurrection ;  but  this  seems  not  to 
be  the  sense  of  the  text;  because  our  Saviour  supposes  them, 
in  a  following  verse,  to  be  astonished  at  this  doctrine  ;  as 
though  it  was  too  great  an  instance  of  power  for  him  to  implant 
a  principle  of  spiritual  life  in  dead  sinners ;  and  therefore  he 
proves  his  assertion  from  his  raising  the  dead  at  the  last  day  : 
Marvel  not^  for  the  hour  is  comings  that  is,  at  the  end  of  the 
v/orld,  when  all  that  are  in  their  graves  shall  hear  his  voice^ 
John  V.  28.  This  cannot  well  agree  with  the  sense  before  given, 
of  Christ's  raising  the  dead,  as  referring  to  the  general  resur- 
rection ;  for  that  would  be  to  answer  their  objection,  or  put 
a  stoD  to  their  wonder  at  what  he  had  said  concerning  it,  by 
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asserting  the  same  thing  in  other  words;  whereas,  if  you  sup- 
pose the  dead's  hearing  Ins  voice^  to  imply  a  spiritual  resur- 
rection ;  and  the  dead  raised  out  of  their  graves^  to  be  an  ar- 
gument to  convince  them  that  his  power  was  sufficient  to  bring 
about  this  great  effect;  there  is  much  more  beauty  in  the  ex- 
pression, and  strength  in  the  reasoning,  than  to  take  it  other- 
v/ise. 

This  is  so  plain  a  proof  of  the  argument,  we  are  endeavour- 
ing to  defend,  that  nothing  farther  need  be  added  :  however,  I 
cannot  but  mention  another  scripture,  in  which  our  Saviour 
says,  that  no  one  can  come  to  him^  except  the  Father  draiv  him^ 
chap.  vi.  44.  where  Christ,  by  coming  to  him^  does  not  mean 
attending  on  his  ministry,  which  did  not  require  any  power  to 
induce  them  to  it ;  but  believing  07i  him.,  so  as  to  have  everlast- 
ing life^  in  which  sense,  corning  to  him^  is  often  taken  in  the 
gospels,  ver.  47.  and  this  is  the  immediate  consequence  of  ef- 
fectual calling.  Now  when  our  Saviour  says,  that  none  can 
thus  coyne  to  him,  without  being  drawn  by.  the  Father,  we  may 
understand  what  he  means  here,  by  what  is  said  in  a  following 
verse,  namely,  their  being  taught  of  God,  and  having  heard  and 
learned  of  the  Father,  ver.  45.  such,  says  he,  Come  unto  7ne, 
Now  this  teaching  certainly  implies  more  than  giving  a  rule  of 
faith  contained  in  divine  revelation,  for  Christ  is  not  here  pro- 
ving the  necessity  of  divine  revelation,  as  elsewhere  ;  but  is' 
speaking  concerning  the  saving  efficacy  thereof ;  and  none  can 
deny  that  many  have  been  objectively  taught,  and  instructed 
by  the  word,  who  have  not  come  to  Christ,  or  believed  in  him 
to  everlasting  life  :  the  words  are  a  quotation  from  the  prophets, 
to  which  he  refers  ;  who  intimate,  that  they  should  be  all  taught 
of  God ;  which  certainly  implies  more  than  an  objective  teach- 
ing and  instructing;  for  in  this  sense,  they,  having  divine  reve- 
lation, were  alwavs  taught  of  God :  and  it  is  a  special  privilege, 
which  the  prophet  Isaiah  mentions,  when  he  foretels  this  mat- 
ter, as  appears  by  his  connecting  it  with  that  great  peace  which 
they  should  have,  or  the  confluence  of  saving  blessings,  which 
should  attend  it,  Isa.  liv.  13.  And  the  prophet  Jeremiah,  who 
speaks  to  the  same  purpose,  says.  They  shall  teach  no  more 
every  man  his  neighbour,  and  every  7nan  his  brother,  saying^ 
know  the  Lord ;  for  they  shall  all  knoiv  me  from  the  least  of 
them,  even  to  the  greatest,  Jer.  xxxi.  33,  34.  that  is,  they  shall 
not  only  have  an  objective  revelation,  or  that  which  some  call 
moral  suasion  ;  but  this  shall  be  made  effectual  to  their  salva- 
vation  ;  and  in  order  thereunto,  God  promises  that  he  would 
put  his  law  in  the  inward  part,  and  write  it  in  the  heart ;  and 
elsewhei-e,  to  give  them  a  new  heart,  and  to  put  a  new  spirit 
rvithin  them,  and  hereby  to  cause  them  to  xvalk  in  his  statutes, 
£7-ek.  xx::v5.  26.     So  that  it  is  not  barely  a  rectifying  seme 


4i  OV  LliTXTCAL    CALLING- 

mistakes  ■which  they  were  liable  to  ;  l)ut  producing  in  them, 
something,  which  they  had  not  before  j  not  building  upon  the 
old  foundation,  but  laying  a  new  one,  and  so  working  a  change 
in  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the  soul  ;  and  as  they  were  be- 
fore, obdurate  and  hardened  in  sin,  he  promises  to  taie  away 
(he  heart  of  stone ^  and  give  than  an  heart  ofjiesh  ;  and  by  his 
Tvord,  which  is  compared  to  an  hammer^  to  break  the  rock  in 
pieces^  Jer.  xxiii.  29.  This  is  certainly  a  work  of  power  ',  but 
that  it  is  so,  will  farther  appear  from  what  follows,  in  consider- 
ing the  work  itself;  which  leads  us  to  shew, 

2.  What  effects  are  produced  by  the  power  of  God,  when 
ne  are  thus  called. 

(1.)  Tlie  fust  step  that  he  is  pleased  to  take  in  this  work,  is 
in  his  implanting  a  principle  of  spiritual  life  and  grace,  which 
is  absolutely  necessary  for  our  attaining  to,  or  receiving  advan- 
tage by  the  external  call  of  the  gospel ;  this  is  generally  styled 
regeneration,  or  the  new  birth ;  or,  as  in  the  scripture  but  now 
referred  to,  a  7ieuf  heart. 

If  it  be  enquired.  What  we  are  to  understand  by  this  princi- 
ple ?  We  answer,  tliat  since  principles  arc  only  known  by  the 
effects  which  they  produce  ;  springs  of  acting,  by  the  actions 
themselves,  we  must  be  content  with  this  description ;  that  it 
is  something  wrought  in  the  heart  of  man,  whereby  he  is  ha- 
bitually and  prevailingly  biassed  and  inclined  to  what  is  good: 
so  that  by  virtue  hereof,  he  freely,  readily,  and  willingly  chooses 
tliose  things  which  tend  to  the  glory  of  God ;  and  refuses,  ab- 
hors, and  flees  from  what  is  contrary  thereunto  j  and,  as  this 
more  immediately  affects  the  understanding,  whereby  it  is  ena- 
bled to  discern  tiie  things  Vr-hich  God  reveals  in  the  gospel  in 
a  spiritual  way,  ic  is  styled,  his  shining'  in  the  hearty  2  Cor.  iv. 
6.  to  give  i/v  the  light  o*^  the  knowledge  of  his  glory y  or,  his 
giving  an  eye  to  sse^  and  aii  ear  to  hear^  Deut.  xxix.  4.  As  it 
respects  the  will,  it  contains  in  it  a  power,  whereby  it  is  dis- 
posed and  enabled  to  yield  the  obedience  of  faith,  to  whatever 
God  is  pleased  to  reveal  to  us  as  a  rule  of  duty,  so  that  we  arc 
made  willing  ia  the  day  of  his  power ;  and,  as  it  respects  the 
uftections,  they  are  all  inclined  to  run  in  a  right  .channel,  to  de- 
■^ire,  delight  and  rejoice  in  every  thing  that  is  pleasing  to  God, 
and  flee  from  every  thing  that  is  provoking  to  him.  This  is  that 
whereby  a  dead  sinner  is  made  alive,  and  so  enabled  to  put 
forth  living  actions. 

Concerning  this  principle  of  grace  let  it  be  observed,  that  it 
is  infused  ar^d  not  acquired.  The  first  principle  or  spring  of 
^Ood  actions,  may,  w  tth  equal  reason,  be  supposed  to  be  infu- 
>>ed  into  us,  ay  Christians,  as  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the 
principle  of  reasoning  is  infused  into  us  as  men :  none  ever 
iuppcscd  that  the  nutural  power  of  reasoning  maybe  acquired. 
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though  a  greater  facility  or  degree  thereof  is  gradually  attain- 
ed ;  so  that  power,  whereby  we  are  enabled  to  put  forth  super- 
natural acts  of  grace,  must  be  supposed  to  be  implanted  in  us  ; 
which,  were  it  acquired,  we  could  not,  properly  speaking,  be 
said  to  be  born  of  God. 

From  hence  I  am  obliged  to  infer,  that  the  regenerating  act, 
or  implanting  this  principle  (a)  of  grace,  which  is,  at  least,  in 
order  of  nature,  antecedent  to  any  act  of  grace,  put  forth  by 
us,  is  the  immediate  effect  of  the  power  of  God,  which  none 
who  speak  of  regeneration  as  a  divine  work,  pretend  to  deny : 

(a)  The  change  in  regeneration  has  been  often  called  the  communication  of 
G  principle  of  spiritual  life.  It  is  described  as  lite,  in  the  scriptures.  Sensible  ob. 
jects  make  no  impressions  on  dead  bodies,  because  insensible ;  and  those,  who 
receive  no  impressions  from  divine  truths,  but  remain  unaffected  by  the  charms 
of  holiness,  are  figuratively  denominated  dead.  Life  being  the  opposite  of  death, 
stich  as  are  sensible  of  the  Divine  excellencies,  and  receive  the  impressions  which 
religious  truths  aie  calculated  to  make,  may,  in  the  same  manner,  be  termed 
hving.  Such  also  are  called  spiritual,  because  this  holy  activity  is  communicated 
by  the  Spirit  of  God.  "  You  hath  he  quickened ;"  and,  because  it  has  for  its  ob- 
ject the  things  whicli  have  been  revealed  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 

These  terms  are  derived  from  the  scriptures,  but  the  word  principle  is  desti- 
tute of  s.uch  support.  It  is  found  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews :  there  it  is  usecj. 
for  tliose  fundamental  doctrines,  which  are  the  beginnings  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
g-ospel ;  but  this  is  not  the  meaning  of  the  term  in  the  above  description.  This^ 
change  is  the  immediate  work  of  God,  and  not  the  communication  of  some  ope- 
rative axiom  of  truth.  There  are  natural  principles  of  action ;  as  habit, Section, 
kud  passion :  and  there  are  moral ;  as  sense  of  duty,  fear  of  God,  and  love  of  ho- 
liness. Tlicse  are  all  termed  principles,  because  they  excite  to  action,  and  so  are 
the  beginnings,  or  causes  of  it.  But  it  is  scarcely  in  this  sense,  that  the  term 
principle  is  used  in  the  description  of  regeneration  ;  for  it  is  said  to  be  commu- 
nicated, and  so  must  mean  something  distinct  from,  and  the  effect  of  the  work 
of  the  Spirit.  Accordingly  it  has  been  called  "  a  fixed  impression  of  some  spi- 
ritual  truth  upon  the  heart."  But  there  is  no  truth,  or  other  motive,  sufficient  to 
prevail  against  tlie  obduracy  of  the  unrenewed  heart;  or  to  become  tn. principle 
of  action  to  a  soul  dead  in  sin.  AV  hatever  that  is  in  fallen  man,  which  repels  such 
motives,  and  prevents  their  influence  until  some  more  worthy  motive  is  thrown 
into  the  scale,  it  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  to  remove  it,  and  to  give  the  soul  an 
activity  towards  holy  things.  No  intervention  of  mediate  causes  seems  necessa- 
ry ;  the  Spirit  of  God  is  the  agent ;  the  soul  of  tlie  man  is  the  subject  of  influ- 
ence ;  and  He  is  said  to  open  the  heart,  to  give  a  neru  heart,  to  create  anew,  to  en- 
lighten the  ivJnd  in  the  knoidedge  of  the  truth,  to  work  in  ns  to  -ivill  and  to  do,  or  to 
give  sight  to  the  blind,  and  hearing  to  the  deaf  From  such  scriptural  expressions 
it  may  be  gathered  that  sight,  knowledge,  new  dispositions,  and  a  change  of  in- 
clinations, are  the  effects  of  regeneration,  and  not  the  thing  itself. 

Tliis  cliange  is  more  important  than  all  the  gifts  of  providence,  if  man  tliere- 
fore  be  tlie  author  of  it,  lie  is  his  own  greatest  benefactor,  and  must  have  the 
liigliest  glory.  If  tlie  Holy  S]>irit  acts  no  otherwise  on  the  human  soul,  than  by 
addres.smg  motives,  angelic  natures  do  also  this ;  and  no  more  power  is  ascribed 
to  the  Searcher  of  hearts,  than  to  them.  Then  also  it  will  follow,  that  all  pro- 
fessing christians  arc  of  tlie  same  kind ;  and  that  it  was  improperly  said,  that  they 
"  were  not  of  us,"  who  afterwards  h?ive  "  departed  from  us."  Then  also  the  ad- 
vice to  those;  who  are  in  the  visible  churcli  "  to  examine,"  and  "  prove  them- 
selves," whether  Christ  be  "  in  them,"  is  without  meaning,  or  utility ;  because 
the  thing  to  be  inquired  for  is  notorious,  that  is,  their  visible  profession.  And  t» 
"  be  born  again,"  is  but  «  to  see  the"  visible  "  kingdom"  of  Christ :  and  so  the 
proposition  spoken  to  Nicoderr.us  was  merely  identical. 
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and  therefore,  I  cannot  but  conclude,  thaj  it  is  \vrought  In  us 
without  tlie  instrumentality  ot  the  word,  or  any  of  the  ordina- 
ry means  of  grace  :  my  reason  for  it  is  this ;  becaiise  it  is  ne- 
cessary, from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  to  our  receiving,  impro- 
ving, or  reaping  any  saving  advantage  by  the  word,  that  the 
Spirit  should  produce  the  principle  or  faith ;  and  to  say,  that 
this  is  done  by  the  word,  is  in  effect,  to  assert  that  the  word 
produces  the  principle,  and  the  principle  gives  efficacy  to  the 
word ;  which  seems  to  me  little  less  than  arguing  in  a  circle. 
The  word  cannot  profit,  unless  it  be  mixed  with  faith  ;  and 
faith  cannot  be  put  forth,  unless  it  proceeds  from  a  principle  ot 
grace  implanted ;  therefore  this  principle  of  grace  is  not  pro- 
duced by  it :  we  may  as  well  suppose,  that  the  presenting  a 
beautiful  picture  before  a  man  that  is  blind,  can  enable  him  to 
see ;  or  the  violent  motion  of  a  withered  hand,  produce  strengtii 
for  action,  as  we  can  suppose  that  the  presenting  the  word  iu 
an  objective  wav,  is  the  instrument  whereby  God  produces  that 
internal  principle,  by  which  we  are  enabled  to  embrace  it.  Nei- 
ther would  this  so  well  agree  with  the  idea  of  its  being  a  new 
creature,  or  our  being  created  unto  good  xvorks ;  tor  then  it 
ought  rather  to  be  said,  we  are  created  by  faith,  which  is  a 
good  work  :  this  is,  in  effect,  to  say,  that  the  principle  of  grace 
is  produced  by  the  instrumentality  of  that  which  supposes  its 
being  implanted,  and  is  the  result  and  consequence  thereof. 

I  am  sorry  ihat  I  am  obliged,  in  this  assertion,  to  appear,  at 
least,  to  oppose  what  has  been  maintained  by  many  divines  of 
great  worth;  who  have,  in  all  other  respects,  explained  the 
doctrine  of  regeneration,  agreeably  to  the  mind  and  will  of  God, 
and  the  analogy  of  faith.*  It  may  be,  the  principal  difference 
between  this  explication  and  theirs  is,  that  they  speak  of  re- 
generation in  a  large  sense,  as  including  in  it,  not  barely  the 
implanting  the  principle,  but  the  exciting  it,  and  do  not  suffi- 
ciently distinguish  between  the  principle,  as  implanted  and  de- 
duced into  act;  for,  I  readily  own,  that  the  latter  is  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  word,  though  I  cannot  think  the  former 
so;  or,  it  may  be,  they  consider  the  principle  as  exerted; 
whereas  I  consider  it  as  created,  or  wrought  in  us ;  and  there- 
fore can  no  more  conclude,  that  the  new  creation  is  wrought 
by  an  instrument,  than  I  can,  that  the  first  creation  of  all  things 
was. 

And  I  am  ready  to  conjecture,  that  that  which  leads  many 
divines  into  this  way  of  thinking,  is  the  sense  in  which  they 
understand  the  words  of  the  apostle ;  Being  born  again^  not  of 
corruptible  secd^  but  of  incorruptible.,  by  the  word  of  God.,  xvhich 
liveth  and  abideth  for  ever.,  1  Pet.  i.  23.  and  elsewhere,  Of  his^ 
own  will  begat  he  us  with  the  word  of  truth.,  that  xve  should  be 
*  See  Charnock,  Vol  II.  pare  220,  221,  He.  or.d  Cole  on  liegenprntion 
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a  kind  of  first-fruits  of  his  creatures^  James  i.  16.  Whereas 
this  does  not  so  much  respect  the  implanting  the  principle  of 
grace,  as  it  does  our  being  enabled  to  act  from  that  principle  ; 
and  it  is  as  though  he  should  say,  he  hath  made  us  believers, 
or  induced  us  to  love  and  obey  him  by  the  word  of  truth,  which 
supposes  a  principle  of  grace  to  have  been  implanted  :  other- 
wise the  word  of  truth  would  never  have  produced  these  effects. 
Regeneration  niay  be  taken,  not  only  for  our  being  made  alive 
to  God,  or  created  unto  good  works,  but  for  our  putting  forth 
living  actions,  proceeding  from  that  principle  which  is  implant- 
ed in  the  soul.  I  am  far  from  denying,  that  faith,  and  all  other 
graces,  are  wrought  in  us  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  word ; 
and  it  is  in  this  sense  that  some,  who  treat  on  this  subject,  ex- 
plain their  sentiments,  when  they  &;eak  of  being  born  again  by 
the  word  :  therefore  I  persuade  myself,  that  I  differ  from  them 
only  in  the  acceptation  of  words,  and  not  in  the  main  substance 
of  the  doctrine  they  maintain.* 

(2.)  Tiie  principle  of  grace  being  implanted,  the  acts  of  grace 
in  those  who  are  adult,  immediately  ensue ;  which  implies  a 
change  of  our  behaviour,  a  renovation  of  our  lives  and  actions; 
which  may  properly  be  called  conversion. 

Having  explained  what  we  mean  by  regeneration,  imder  our 
last  head,  it  is  necessar}',  in  this,  to  consider  how  it  differs  from 
conversion.;  in  which  i  shall  take  leave  to  transcribe  a  few  pas- 
sages from  that  excellent  divine,  but  now  mentioned.  "  Re- 
"  generation  is  a  spiritual  change  ;  conversion  is  a  spiritual 
"  motion ;  in  regeneration  there  is  a  power  conferred ;  con- 
*■  version  is  the  exercise  of  this  power ;  in  regeneration  there 
"  is  given  us  a  principle  to  turn  ;  conversion  is  our  actual 
"  turning  :  in  the  covenant,  the  new  heart,  and  God's  put- 
"  ting  the  Spirit  into  them,  is  distinguished  from  their  walk- 
"  ing  in  his  statutes,  from  the  first  step  we  take,  in  the  way 
"  of  God,  and  is  set  down  as  the  cause  of  our  motion :  in 
*'  renewing  us,  God  gives  us  a  power ;  in  converting  us,  he 
"  excites  that  power.  JVIen  are  naturally  dead,  and  have  a 
''  stone  upon  them. ;  regeneration  is  a  rolling  away  the  stone 
"•  from  the  heart,  and  a  raising  to  newness  of  life  j  and  then 
"  conversion  is  as  natural  to  a  regenerate  man,  as  motion 
*'•  is  to  a  lively  body :  a  principle  of  activity  v,  ill  produce  ac- 
*'  tion.  The  first  reviving  us  is  wholly  the  act  of  God,  without 
"  any  concurrence  of  the  creature ;  but,  after  v/e  are  revived, 
"  we  do  actively  and  voluntarily  live  in  his  sight.    Regenera- 

*  See  CItarnock,  Vol.  IT.  page  232,  ivho  speakinf  cnncerjiing  its  beiiic^  an  iitstru- 
:ncnt,  appointed  by  God,  for  thin  purpose,  ^ciys,  That  God  hath  made  a  combination 
tetioeen  hearing  and  believing ;  so  tliat  believing  cornea  vot  viiboi/f  hearing,  and 
whereas  he  infers  from  hence,  that  ihe  principle  of  grace  in  imp'miled,  by  hearing  and 
believing  the  luord,  he  vivst  be  snppored  to  T-udfrstand it,  cn-c^-.-ni^ig  the p'  inciple  die- 
dvceJinto  act,  and  not  !:is  implanting  She  principle  itsi-'f. 
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"  tion  is  the  motion  of  God  in  the  creature ;  conversion  is  the 
*'  motion  of  the  creature  to  God,  by  virtue  of  that  first  princi- 
"  pie ;  from  this  principle  all  the  acts  of  believing,  repenting, 
"  mortifying,  quickening,  do  spring.  In  all  these  a  man  is  ac- 
"  tive  ;  in  the  other,  he  is  merely  passive."*  This  is  what  we 
may  call  the  second  step,  which  God  takes  in  effectual  calling ; 
and  it  is  brought  about  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  word. 
The  word  before  this,  was  preached  to  little  or  no  purpose  ;  or, 
it  may  be,  was  despised,  rejected,  and  disregarded  ,•  but  noAv 
a  man  is  enabled  to  see  a  beauty,  and  a  glory  in  it,  all  the  pow- 
ers and  faculties  of  the  soul,  being  under  the  influence  of  that 
spiritual  life  implanted  in  regeneration,  and  inclined  to  yield  a 
ready  and  cheerful  obedience  to  it;  and  this  work  is  gradual 
and  progressive ;  and  as  such,  it  is  called  the  work  of  sancti- 
fication ;  of  which  more  under  a  following  answer,!  and  is  at- 
tended with  repentance  unto  life,  and  all  other  graces  that  ac- 
company salvation  ;  and  in  this  respect  we  are  drawn  to  Christ 
by  his  word  and  Spirit,  or  by  his  Spirit  making  use  of  his  word, 
our  minds  savingly  enlightened,  our  wills  renewed,  and  deter- 
mined to  what  is  good,  so  tliat  hereby  we  are  made  willing  and 
able  freely  to  answer  the  call  of  God,  and  to  accept  of,  and  em- 
brace the  grace  offered  and  conveyed  therein  ;  as  it  is  expressed 
in  the  answer  we  are  explaining. 

The  first  thing  in  which  that  change,  v/hich  is  wrought  in  ef- 
fectual calling,  manifests  itself  is,  in  our  understandings'  being- 
enlightened  to  receive  the  truths  revealed  to  us  in  the  word  ot 
God ;  and  accordingly  we  see  things  with  a  new  and  different 
light ;  behold  a  greater  beauty,  excellency  and  glory  in  divine 
things,  than  ever  we  did  before  :  we  are  also  led  into  ourselves, 
and  convinced  of  sin  and  misery,  concluding  ourselves,  by- 
nature,  to  be  in  a  lost  and  undone  condition  ;  and  then  the  soul 
sees  the  glory  of  Christ,  the  greatness  of  his  love,  who  came  to 
seek  and  save  those  that  were  lost,  who  is  now  precious  to  him, 
as  he  is  said  to  be  to  them  that  believe ;  and  pursuant  here- 
unto the  will,  being  determined,  or  enabled  so  to  do,  by  the 
Spirit  of  God  exciting  the  principle  of  grace,  vv  hich  he  had  im- 
planted, accepts  of  him  on  his  own  terms ;  the  affections  all 
centre  in,  and  desire  to  derive  all  spiritual  blessings  from  him ; 
Thus  the  work  of  grace  is  begun  in  effectual  calling,,  which  is 
afterwards  carried  on  in  sanctification. 

And  inasmuch  as  we  are  considering  the  beginning  of  the 
work  of  grace  in  effectual  calling,  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of 
a  question,  which  frequently  occurs  under  this  head,  namely, 
Whether  man,  in  the  first  moment  thereof,  viz.  in  regenera- 
tion, be  mei-ely  passive,  though  active  in  every  thing  that  fol- 
lows after  it  ?   This  we  cannot  but  affirm,  not  only  against  the 

*  See  Ckarnoclc  on  Jicjfnerathn,  Vol  II.f>nje  TO,  "1-       t  '^-  Q'-'-^'-  ^^" 
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l^elagians,  but  others,  whose  method  of  treating  the  doctrine  of 
divine  grace,  seems  to  agree  with  theirs.  And  here,  that  we 
may  obviate  a  popular  objection,  usually  brought  against  oui 
assertion,  as  though  hereby  we  argued,  that  God  dealt  with 
men  as  though  they  were  machines,  and  not  endowed  with 
understanding  or  will  let  it  be  observed ;  that  we  consider  the 
iiubjects  of  this  gi*ace  no  otherwise  than  as  intelligent  creatures, 
capable  of  being  externally  excited  and  disposed  to  what  is 
good;  or  else  God  would  never  work  this  principle  in  them. 
ISTor  do  we  suppose,  however  men  are  said  to  be  passive  in  the 
iirst  moment  in  which  this  principle  is  implanted,  that  they  are 
so  afterwards,  but  are  enabled  to  act  under  the  divine  influ- 
ence ;  even  as  when  the  soul  of  Adam  was  created  at  first,  it 
could  not  be  said  to  be  active  in  its  own  creation,  and  in  the 
implanting  those  powers  which  were  concreate  with  it;  yet  it 
was  active,  or  those  powers  exerted  themselves  immediately 
after  it  was  created.  This  is  the  state  of  the  question  we  are 
now  debating ;  and  therefore  we  cannot  but  maintain,  that  men 
do  not  concur  to  the  implanting  the  principle  of  grace ;  for 
then  they  would  be  active  in  being  created  unto  good  works ; 
•which  are  the  result,  and  not  the  cause  6f  that  power  which  is 
infused  into  them,  in  order  thereunto. 

This  is  sufficiently  evident,  not  only  from  the  impotency  of 
corrupt  nature,  as  to  what  is  good,  but  its  utter  averseness 
thereunto,  and  from  the  work's  being  truly  and  properly  di- 
vine ;  or  (as  has  been  before  observed)  the  effect  of  almighty 
pov/er.  This  is  not  a  controversy  of  late  date ;  but  has  been 
either  defended  or  opposed,  ever  since  Augustine's  and  Pela- 
gius's  time.  Many  volumes  have  been  written  concerning  the 
aids  and  assistances  of  divine  grace  in  the  work  of  conversion. 
The  School-men  were  divided  in  their  sentiments  about  it,  as 
they  adhered  to,  or  receded  from  Augustine's  doctrine :  both 
aides  seem  to  allow  that  the  grace  of  God  affords  some  assis- 
tance hereunto ;  but  the  main  thing  in  debate,  is.  Whether  the 
grace  of  God  onlv  bears  one  part  in  this  work,  and  the  will  of 
man  the  other ;  like  two  persons  lifting  at  the  same  burden,  and 
carrying  it  between  them.  Some  have  allowed  the  divine  con- 
course as  necessary  hereunto,  who  yet  have  not  been  willing  to 
own  that  man  bears  no  part  in  this  work  ;  or,  that  it  is  God  that 
rvorJks  in  its,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pkasurCy 
Phil.  ii.  13.  which,  the  apostle  asserts  in  so  plain  terms,  thftt 
the  most  known  sense  thereof,  cannot  well  be  evaded ;  and,  in- 
deed, were  it  otherwise,  it  could  hardly  be  said,  that  we  are 
not  sufficient  of  ourselves^  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourselves  ; 
which,  though  it  be  immediately  applied  to  ministers,  is  cer- 
tainly, by  a  parity  of  reason,  applicable  to  all  Christians,  2  Cor. 
iii.  5.  nor  would  it  be,  in  all  respects,  true,  that  we  are  hrn  of 
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God;  or,  that  we,  who  before  were  dead  in  sin,  are  raised  to  a 
spiritual  life,  or  made,  with  respect  to  the  principle  of  spiritual 
actions,  new  creatures ;  all  which  is  done  in  regeneration,  (a) 

We  might  also  take  occasion,  under  this  head,  to  observe^ 
what  we  often  meet  with  in  practical  discourses  and  sermons, 
concerning  preparatory  works,  or  previous  dispositions,  which 
faciliate  and  lead  to  the  work  of  conversion.  Some  assert,  that 
we  iTiust  do  what  we  can,  and  by  using  our  reasoning  powers 
and  faculties,  endeavour  to  convert,  or  turn  ourselves,  and  then 
God  will  do  the  rest,  or  finish  the  work  which  we  have  begun  : 
and  here  many  things  are  often  considered  as  the  steps  which 
men  may  take  in  the  reformation  of  their  lives,  the  abstaining 
from  gross  enormities,  which  they  may  have  been  guilty  of, 


(a)  When  it  is  said  "  no  man  «iin  come  wito  me,  except  the  Father  who  hath  sent 
vie,  draw  him,'''  the  negation  nnist  be  understood  as  expressive  oi' moral  impoten- 
cy,  and  as  it"  it  had  been  said  "  ve  7i'iU  not  come  nnio  me  that  ve  viight  have  life  " 
but  nevertheless  as  direct  proof  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  divine,  grace  to  the 
salvation  of  every  person  who  is  saved.  That  the  aid  is  iTot  merely  necessary  to 
the  understanding  is  evident  from  the  guilt  of  unregeneracy,  and  from  the  suppo- 
sition of  the  Saviour  whose  reproof  implies  that  it  was  the  carnality  of  tlie  heart 
which  created  the  impotency  to  come  unto  or  believe  on  him. 

The  propriety  of  exhortations  to  turn,  repent,  believe,  and  work  out  our  own 
salvation,  is  obvious ;  because  sucli  impotency  is  chiefly  an  aversion  of  heart.  When 
such  motives  are  ineffectual,  tiiey  prove  the  inveteracy  of  the  opposition  to  God. 
and  argue  the  greater  guilt.  Tht^y  are  no  evidence  that  grace  is  unnecessary,  be- 
cause they  have  an  important  effect  in  the  change  of  the  man's  views,  and  pur- 
suits, when  tlie  Spirit  of  God  has  "  opened  the  heart''  t©  receive  the  necessary  im- 
pressions ;  and  because  these  motives  are  rendered  effectual  by  the  Divine  Spirit. 
lie  grants  us  repentance,  turns  us,  helps  our  unbelief,  strengthens  our  faith, 
and  works  in  us  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleasure. 

Because  it  is  charged  upon  the  evil  that  they  "  resist"  the  grace  of  God,  and 
therefore  his  Spirit  will  not  always  "  strive"  with  men,  it  by  no  means  follows, 
that  the  success  of  grace  depends  merely  upon  our  yielding ;  as  often  as  men 
vield  to  the  strivings  of  the  Spirit,  a  victory  is  obtained  ;  for  the  carnal  heart  in- 
clines to  evil  until  subdued  by  bim :  we  are  "  made  willing  in  a  day  of  his  pow- 
er." Were  it  otherwise  the  glory  of  man's  salvation  would  belong  to  himself,  at 
least  in  part ;  but  the  language  of  the  believer  is  "  not  unto  ?/s,  O  Lord,  not  unto 
ris,  but  iinto  thy  name,  be  the  glory  giz'en."  Nor  is  there  any  need  to  suppose  man's 
salvation  thus  imputable  to  himself  in  order  that  the  evil  may  be  charged  with 
the  blame  of  his  destruction ;  for  nothing  excludes  him  but  his  own  evil  heart, 
and  this  is  his  sin. 

It  does  not  result  that  the  man,  who  is  thus  "  made  willing,"  is  in  sucii  man 
ner  constrained  as  that  his  holiness,  being  the  effect  of  compulsion,  possesses  no 
r.ioral  beauty ;  because  he  acts  as  freely  as  the  evil  man  does ;  and  even  more  so, 
for  the  latter  is  a  slave  to  his  preponderating  evil  inclinations.  The  believer 
chooses  holiness,  and  though  he  iuis  nothing  to  boast  of  before  God,  his  good 
vorks  may  well  justify  him  belbre  men. 

If  it  be  yet  objected,  that  this  is  a  discouraging  representation  of  the  way  of 
obtaining  happiness ;  it  ma}-  be  answered,  that  it  can  discourage  only  those,  who 
wish  for  happiness,  at  the  same  time  that  they  more  strongly  incline  to  sensuali- 
ty ;  and  such  ought  to  be  discouraged  in  theu*  vain  expectations :  but  it  is  highly 
consolatory  1o  such  as  prefer  holiness  and  heaven  ;  for  it  not  only  discovers  to 
them,  that  Cod  has  wrouglit  in  them  to  will  and  to  do,  but  that  he  is  engager, 
lor  them,  and  will  accomplibh  their  salvation. 
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thinlting  on  their  ways,  and  observing  the  tendency  of  their 
present  course  of  life,  and  setting  before  themselves  those  pro- 
per arguments  that  may  induce  them  to  repent  and  believe ; 
and  then  they  may  be  said  to  have  prepai-ed  themselves  for  the 
grace  of  God,  so  that  it  will  ensue  hereupon.  And  if  there  be 
any  thing  remaining,  which  is  out  of  their  power,  God  has  en- 
gaged to  succeed  their  endeavours,  so  that  he  will  bring  them 
into  a  state  of  regeneration  and  conversion. 

This  method  of  accounting  for  the  work  of  grace,  is  liable 
to  many  exceptions,  particularly  as  it  supposes  man  to  be  the 
first  mover  in  his  own  conversion,  and  the  divine  energy  to  be 
dependent  upon  our  conduct ;  the  contrary  to  which,  is  not  on- 
ly agreeable  to  scripture,  but  the  divine  perfections  ;  as  well  as 
to  the  doctrine  we  have  been  maintaining,  concerning  effectual 
calling's,  being  a  divine  work  in  the  most  proper  sense  thereof. 
But  that  we  may  impartially  consider  this  matter,  and  set,  what 
some  call  a  preparatory  work,  in  a  just  light,  let  it  be  observed, 

1.  That  diese  preparatory  works  must  either  be  considered 
as  good  in  all  those  circumstances  that  are  itecessary  to  denomi- 
nate them  good,  and  particularly  they  must  proceed  from  a 
good  principle,  that  is  to  say,  a  principle  of  regeneration ;  or 
else  they  are  only  such  works  as  are  materially  good,  such 
many  perform  who  are  never  brought  into  a  state  of  conver- 
sion ;  or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  they  are  supposed  to  proceed 
from  such  a  principle,  then  they  are  not,  from  the  nature  of 
the  thing,  works  preparatory  to  the  first  grace,  but  rather  con- 
sequent upon  it, 

2.  It  is  one  thing  for  us  to  assert,  that  it  is  our  duty  to  per- 
form all  those  works  which  some  call  preparatory,  for  conver- 
sion; such  as  meditation,  attendance  on  the  ordinances,  duly 
weighing  those  arguments,  or  motives,  that  should  lead  us  to 
repentance,  and  the  exercise  of  all  other  graces ;  and  another 
thing  to  say,  that  every  one  who  performs  these  duties,  shall 
certainly  have  regenerating  grace  ;  qr,  it  is  one  thing  to  apply 
ourselves  to  the  performance  of  those  duties,  as  far  as  it  is  in 
our  own  power,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  wait,  pray,  and  hope 
for  success  to  attend  them ;  and  another  thing  to  assert,  that  it 
shall  always  attend  them,  as  though  God  had  laid  himself  un- 
der an  obligation  to  give  special  grace  to  those,  who,  in  this 
respect,  improve  that  which  is  common,  the  contrary  where- 
unto  may  be  observed  in  many  instances.  And  when  we  have 
done  all,  we  must  conclude,  that  the  grace  of  God,  if  he  is 
pleased  to  give  success  to  our  endeavours,  is  free  and  sovereign. 

3.  They  who  say.  That  if  we  do  all  we  can,  God  will  do  the 
rest,  advance  very  little  to  support  their  argument,  since  there 
is  no  one  who  can  pretend  that  he  has  done  what  he  could : 
and  may  v/e  not  farther  suppose,  that  God,  in  a  judicial  w^', 
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as  punishing  us  for  the  many  sins  we  commit,  may  deny  this 
success :  therefore,  how  can  it  be  said,  that  it  will  necessarily 
ensue, 

4.  When  we  pei-form  any  of  those  duties,  which  some  call 
preparatory  to  conversion,  these  are  to  be  consideied  as  the 
Spirit's  preparing  his  own  way  thereby,  rather  than  corrupt  na- 
ture's  preparing  itself  for  grace.  We  are  far  from  denying 
that  there  is  a  beautiful  order  in  the  divine  dispensations ;  the 
Spirit  of  God  first  convinces  of  sin,  and  then  shews  the  con- 
vinced sinner  where  his  help  is  to  be  had ;  and  enables  him  to 
close  with  Christ  by  faith.  He  first  shews  the  soul  its  own  cor- 
ruption and  nothingness,  and  then  leads  him  to  see  Christ's 
fulness ;  or  that  all  his  salvation  is  reposed  in  his  hands,  and 
enables  him  to  believe  in  him  to  the  saving  the  soul ;  one  of 
these  works,  indeed,  prepares  the  way  for  the  other :  neverthe- 
less, none  of  them  can  be  said  to  prepare  the  way  for  regene- 
i-ation,  which  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;  and  without  it, 
no  other  can  be  said  to  be  a  saving  work. 

Object.  It  is  objected,  that  there  are  several  scriptures  which 
Geem  to  speak  of  common  grace,  as  being  preparatory  for  spe- 
cial. Thus  the  scribe,  mentioned  in  the  gospel,  who  expressed 
himself  discreetly^  in  asserting,  that  to  love  God  rvith  all  the 
hearty  and  rvith  all  the  undemtandiyig^  soul,  and  strength  ;  and 
to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  is  better  than  all  ivhole  burnt- 
offerings  and  sacrifices,  is  said  not  to  he  far  from  the  kingdom 
of  God,  Mark  xii.  34?  And  elsewhere,  we  are  exhorted  to  ask, 
and  a  promise  is  annexed  thereunto,  that  it  shall  be  given  us, 
to  seek  a7id  ive  shall  find.  Matt.  vii.  7.  And  in  another  place, 
to  turn  at  God^s  reproof,  and  he  will  pour  out  his  Spirit  unto 
us,  and  jnake  known  his  words  unto  us,  Prov.  i.  25.  And  seve- 
ral other  scriptures,  in  which  super-added  grace  is  connected 
with  duty  enjoined,  which  duty  is  supposed  to  be  in  our  own 
power,  and  to  be  preparatory  for  it. 

Answ.  (1.)  As  to  the  firfit  of  these  scriptures,  in  which  our 
Saviour  tells  the  scribe,  that  he  was  not  far  from  the  kingdom 
of  God;  he  intends  nothing  else  hereby,  but  that  the  profession 
he  made,  which  he  calls,  his  ans~vcring  discreetly,  was  not  very 
remote  from  that  which  was  made  by  them,  who  were  the  sub- 
jects of  his  kingdom  :  it  was  the  doctrine  he  mentions,  that 
Christ  commends;  and  therefore  it  must  not  be  inferred  from 
hence,  that  he  had  regard  to  his  state,  as  though  his  inward 
temper  of  mind,  or  moral  conduct  of  life,  was  sv\ch  as  more 
immediately  disposed  him  for  a  state  of  grace,  so  that  he  was, 
at  the  same  time,  hovering  between  a  state  of  unregeneracy 
and  conversion. 

(2.)  As  for  that  instance,  in  which  persons  are  supposed  to 
jTcpare  themselves  for  t'iat  grace  which  God  gives  in  answer 
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to  prayer,  by  performing  that  duty,  as  though  he  had  obliged 
himself  to  give  whatever  they  ask  for,  relating  to  their  own 
salvation  ;  this  cannot  be  the  sense  of  the  scripture  but  now 
mentioned,  or  any  other,  to  the  like  purpose ;  unless  it  be  un- 
derstood of  the  prayer  of  faith,  under  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  but  this  supposes  regenerating  grace ;  and  therefore  it 
Is  foreign  to  the  argument,  in  which  man  is  considered  as  pre- 
paring himself  for  the  grace  of  God,  and  not  as  expecting  far- 
ther degrees  of  grace,  upon  his  being  inclined,  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  to  seek  them. 

(3.)  As  for  the  other  instance  in  the  objection,  relating  to 
God's  engaging  to  give  the  Spirit^  and  to  make  known  his  ivordif 
to  those  that  turn  at  his  7-eproof;  this,  I  conceive,  contains  in 
it  nothing  else  but  a  promise  of  the  Spirit,  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  grace,  in  all  those  in  whom  it  is  begun.  Though  turnings  in 
scripture,  be  sometimes  taken  for  external  reformation,  v/hich 
is  in  our  OAvn  power,  as  it  is  our  indispensable  duty  ;  yet,  when- 
ever a  promise  of  saving  blessings  is  annexed  to  it,  as  in  this 
scripture,  it  is  to  be  understood  as  denoting  the  grace  of  re- 
pentance. And  if  it  be  said,  that  this  is  God's  gift,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  the  subject  of  an  exhortation,  it  may  be  replied 
hereunto ;  that  saving  grace  is  often  represented,  in  scripture, 
as  our  act,  or  duty,  in  order  to  the  performance  whereof  we 
ought  to  say,  as  the  church  is  presented  speaking.  Turn  thou 
rne^  and  I  shall  be  turned^  Jer.  xxxi.  18.  that  is,  I  shall  return 
tmto  thee  with  niy  whole  hearty  and  not  fcignedhj^  chap.  iii.  10. 

The  same  reply  might  be  given  to  their  sense  of  several  other 
scriptures  brought  to  maintain  the  doctrine  of  preparatory 
works,  performed  by  us,  as  necessarily  inferring  our  obtaining 
the  special  grace  of  God.  But  I  shall  close  this  head  with  a 
few  hints  taken  from  that  excellent  divine  before  mentioned. 
"  Man  cannot  prepare  himself  for  the  new  birth :  he  hath,  in- 
■'  deed,  a  subjective  capacity  for  grace,  above  any  other  crea- 
*'  ture  in  the  inferior  world ;  and  this  is  a  kind  of  natural  pre- 
*'  paration,  which  other  creatures  have  not ;  a  capacity,  in  rc- 
"  gard  of  the  powers  of  the  soul,  though  not  in  respect  of  the 
"  present  disposition  of  them.  He  hath  an  vmderstanding  to 
"  know,  and  when  it  is  enlightened,  to  know  God's  law  ;  a  will 
"  to  move  and  run,  and  when  enlarged  by  gi*ace,  to  run  the 
*'  ways  of  God's  commandments ;  so  that  he  stands  in  an  im- 
*'  mediate  capacity  to  receive  the  life  of  grace,  upon  the  breath 
"  and  touch  of  Ciod,  which  a  stone  doth  not;  for  in  this  it  is 
"  necessary,  that  rational  faculties  should  be  put  as  a  founda- 
"  tion  of  spiritual  motions.  Though  the  soul  be  thus  capable. 
"  as  a  subject,  to  receive  the  grace  of  God,  yet  it  is  not  there- 
•'  fore  capable,  a*^  an  agent,  to  prepare  it'-^elf  for  it,  or  produce 
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*'  it.  It  is  capable  to  receive  the  truths  of  God ;  but,  as  the 
"  heart  is  stony,  it  is  incapable  to  receive  the  impressions  oY 
"  those  truths.  Though  some  things,  which  man  may  do  by 
"  common  grace,  may  be  said  to  be  preparations,  yet  they  are 
*'^iot  iormally  so;  as  that  there  is  an  absolute,  causal  connexion 
*'  between  such  preparations,  and  regeneration ;  they  are  not 
*'  disposing  causes  of  grace  :  grace  is  all  in  a  way  of  reception 
"  by  the  soul,  not  of  action  from  the  soul :  the  highest  morali- 
"  tv  in  the  world  i",  not  necessary  to  the  first  infusion  of  the 
*'  divine  nature  :  if  there  were  any  thing  in  the  subject  that 
"  was  the  cause  of  it,  the  tenderest,  and  softest  dispositions 
'*  would  be  wrought  upon ;  and  the  most  intelligent  men  would 
*'  soonest  receive  the  gospel.  Though  we  -see  them  sometimes 
*'  renewed,  yet  many  times  the  roughest  tempers  are  seized 
"  upon  by  grace.  iThough  morality  seems  to  set  men  at  a 
*'  greater  nearness  to  the  kingdom  of  God,  yet,  with  all  its  own 
*'  strength  it  cannot  bring  it  into  the  heart,  unless  the  Spirit 
*'  open  the  lock  :  yea,  sometimes  it  sets  a  man  farther  from  the 
"  kingdom  of  God,  as  being  a  great  enemy  to  the  righteous- 
*'  ness  of  the  gospel,  both  imputed  and  inherent;  and  other 
*'  operations  upon  the  soul,  which  seem  to  be  nearer  prepara-. 
*'  tions ;  such  as  convictions,  8cc.  do  not  infer  grace ;  for  the 
*••  heart,  as  a  field,  may  be  ploughed  by  teiTors,  and  yet  not 
'*  planted  with  any  good  seed ;  planting  and  watering  are  pre- 
*'  parations,  but  not  the  cause  of  fruit ;  the  increase  depends 
"  upon  God  :"*  thus  this  learned  author.  And  he  also  farther 
proves,  that  there  is  no  obligation  on  God,  by  any  thing  that 
may  look  like  a  preparation  in  men ;  and  adds,  that  if  any  pre- 
parations were  our  own,  and  were  pure,  which  they  are  not : 
yet  they  cannot  oblige  God  to  give  supernatural  grace  :  which 
leads  us, 

3.  To  consider  that  this  work  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  at- 
tributed to  the  Spirit  of  God ;  the  only  moving  cause  whereof, 
is  his  grace.  That  the  Spirit  is  the  author  of  this  w^ork,  is  not 
to  be  proved  by  experience,  as  the  expressions  of  divine  power 
therein  are,  but  by  scripture  ;  and  the  scripture  is  very  express 
as  to  this  matter.  Thus,  when  God  promises  to  g^ive  a  new 
heart ;  to  take  axvaij  the  heart  of  stone  ^  and  to  give  an  heart  of 
fleshy  and  to  cause  his  people  to  xvalk  in  his  statutes,  Ezek. 
xxxvi.  26,  27.  he  would  put  his  Spirit  xvithin  them;  and  else- 
where they  are  said  to  h;ive  purified  their  souls  in  obet/tng  the 
truth,  through  the  Spirit,  1  Pet.  i.  22.  And  our  Saviour  as- 
serts the  necessity  of  our  being  born  of  the  Spirit,  John  iii.  5. 
in  order  to  our  entering  into  the  kingdom  of  God  :  so  that  from 
these,  and  several  other  scriptures,  that  might  be  referred  to, 

*  See  Charnock  on  Regeneraiiou,  Vol.  II.  p'ge  147;  148,  ^c.  • 
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it  appears,  that  eiFectual  calling  is  the  internal  powerful  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost.* 

Obj.  1.  It  is  objected,  by  some,  that  this  doctrine  savours 
of  enthusiasm  ',  since  it  supposes  that  there  is  no  difference  be- 
tween the  Spirit's  internal  influences,  and  inspiration ;  and  to 
pretend  to  this,  now  the  miraculous  dispensation,  which  was  in 
the  aposde's  days,  is  ceased,  is  vain  and  enthusiastic. 

Answ.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  That  the  charge  of  enthu- 
siasm is  very  unjustly  deduced  from  this  doctrine ;  for  we  must 
distinguish  between  the  extraordinary,  and  the  ordinary  influ- 
ence of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  the  former  is  allowed  by  all,  to  be 
now  ceased ;  and  therefore  they  who  pretend  to  it,  are  liable 
to  this  charge ;  but  it  is  a  very  great  dishonour  cast  upon  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  deny  his  powerful  influence  or  agency  in  the 
work  of  grace ;  and  it  renders  the  condition  of  the  church,  at 
present,  in  a  very  material  circumstance,  so  much  inferior  to 
what  it  was  of  old,  that  it  is  incapable  of  attaining  salvation ; 
unless  it  could  be  proved  that  salvation  might  be  attained  with- 
out the  divine  energy. 

But,  that  we  may  farther  reply  to  this  objection,  let  it  be  con- 
sidered ;  that  the  Spirit's  influence,  as  subservient  to  the  work 
of  grace,  is  evidently  distinguished  from  imputation :  the  lat- 
ter of  these  M'as  a  peculiar  honour  which  was  conferred  upon 
some  persons,  who  were  either  to  transmit  to  the  church  a  rule 
of  faith,  by  the  immediate  dictates  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  or  else 
they  were  favoured  with  it  to  answer  some  extraordinary  ends, 
which  could  not  be  attained  without  it,  namely,  their  being- 
furnished  with  wisdom,  as  well  as  courage  and  boldness,  to 
maintain  the  cause,  which  they  were  not  otherwise  furnished  to 
defend,  against  the  opposition  that  it  met  with  from  their  per- 
secuting and  malicious  enemies,  that  so  it  might  not  suffer 
through  their  weakness ;  as  when  our  Saviour  bids  his  disciples 
?iot  to  take  thought  what  they  should  say^  when  brought  be- 
fore rulers,  8fc.  but  promises,  thv^X.  the  Spirit  shonid  speak  in 
them.  Matt.  x.  18 — 20.  And  in  some  other  particular  instan- 
ces We  i-ead,  especially  in  the  church  at  Corinth,  that  when 
ministers  had  not  those  advantages  to  qualify  themselves  to 
preach  the  gospel,  which  they  afterwards  were  favoured  with, 
some  had  this  extraordinary  gift,  so  that  they  spake  by  the 
Spirit ;  but  this  was  only  conferred  occasionally,  and  for  some 
special  reasons :  and  therefore,  those  scriptures  that  speak  of 

*  When  ive  speak  of  effectual  calling's  hciyi g  the -jork  (if  the  Spirit,  the  ageiic!; 
of  the  Father  and  Son  is  not  excluded,  since  the  divine  potvcT,  by  -which  all  effects  ar- 
produced,  belongs  to  the  divine  essence,  -which  is  equally  predicated  of  all  the  persovs 
in  the  Godhead ;  but  vjlien  any  -zuork  is  peculiarly  attributed  to  the  Spirit,  this  im- 
plies his  personal  glory's  being  demonstrated  thereby,  agreeably  to  -what  is  elst-vlicvf 
called  the  oeconomy  n^  O.t.  divans  f^^rrnn?  ,•  -■.■'•ich  <"t,'  >'()'•,''■•■(■  f.ri^lair.rd  i^t  Vd.  I 
/■wy/- 29?,  293,  8.x.  ■ 
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the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  v/hich  were  more  commou,  and 
immediately  subservient  to  the  work  of  grace  in  the  souls  of 
those  who  were  the  subjects  thereof,  were,  at  that  time,  the 
same  with  them  that  we  are  pleading  for,  which  were  design- 
ed to  continue  in  the  chuixh,  in  all  the  ages  thereof:  thus 
when  persons  are  said,  through  the  Spirit  to  7nortifif  the  deeds 
cf  the  body^  Rom.  viii.  13.  this  does  not  respect  any  extraor- 
dinary dispensation,  which  they  were  tl)en  under,  since  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  men,  in  all  ages,  without  the  extraordinary  in- 
fluences of  the  Spirit,  to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body ;  and 
therefore  we  may  expect  this  powerful  energy  as  well  as  they, 
or  else  our  condition  would  be  very  deplorable. 

And  besides,  we  never  find  that  extraordinary  gifts  were 
immediately  subservient  to  the  subduing  corruption,  or,  at  least, 
uiat  every  one  that  had  them,  did  mortify  sin,  and  so  appear 
to  be  internally  sanctified  :  v/hereas,  this  is  a  character  of  those 
who  are  so  ;  and  not  to  have  these  influences,  determines  a  per- 
son to  be  in  an  unregenerate  state,  or  to  live  after  the  fieshy 
which  is  opposed  to  it,  and  so  to  be  liable  to  death,  ver.  12. 
No  one  can  suppose,  the  apostle  intends,  in  the  foregoing  verse, 
when  he  says,  Ij  yc  live  after  the  fleshy  ye  shall  die;  that  if  ye 
are  not  under  inspiration,  ye  shall  die,  as  living  after  the  flesh : 
but  the  method  of  reasoning  is  strong  and  conclusive,  if  we 
understand  the  divine  influence  as  what  is  distinct  from  inspi- 
yation,  and  consequently  a  privilege  necessary  for  the  begin- 
ning and  carrying  on  the  work  cf  grace,  and  so  belongs  to  be- 
lievers in  all  ages. 

Again,  v/hen  the  Spirit  is  said  to  help  our  infirmities^  ver- 
26.  in  prayer:  is  not  prayer  as  much  a  duty  now  as  it  was 
v/hen  they  had  extraordinary  gifts  ?  therefore,  ought  we  not 
to  hope  for  the  assistance  of  the  Spirit,  in  all  ages  ?  and  conse- 
quently the  Spirit's  help,  in  this  respect  is  not  confined  to  that 
age,  when  there  was  a  miraculous  dispensation,  or  extraordi- 
nary inspiration. 

And  when  it  is  elsewhere  said,  As  many  as  are  led  by  the 
Spirit  of  God,,  they  are  the  sons  of  God,,  ver.  14.  can  we  sup- 
pose, that  none  ^f,'crfi■  the  sons  of  God  but  such  as  had  extraor- 
dinary gifts  ?  Does  not  this  privilege  belong  to  us,  as  well  as 
'auto  them  ?  If  therefore  we  are  the  sons  of  God,  as  well  as 
they,  we  have  this  evidence  hereof,  according  to  this  scripture  ; 
namely,  our  being  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God ;  tliough  we  pretend 
not  to  be  led  by  him,  as  a  Spirit  of  inspiration. 

And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  the  apostle  elsewhere  speaks 
of  some  who  were  scaled  xuith  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promise  i 
xuhich  is  the  earnest  of  cur  inheritance :  and  these  are  descri- 
bed as  trusting  i}i  Christ  after  they  had  heard  the  xvo?'d  ofsal- 
vation^  and  heruving  in  him^  Eph.  :.  l;^,  14.    But  this  belongs 
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to  the  church  in  all  ages ;  therefore  sealing  is  not  a  privilege 
confined  to  those  who  had  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghost;  but  to  believers  as  such. 

Moreover,  it  is  said,  The  Spirit  beareth  xv'dness  with  our 
9pirits^  that  we  are  the  chihiren  ofGod^  Rom.  viii.  16,  There- 
fore, some  persons  may  know  themselves  to  be  the  children  of 
God,  in  a  way  of  self-examination,  by  the  witness  of  the  Spirit, 
which  is  common  to  all  believers ;  without  pretending  to  be 
inspired  therein;  which  would  be  to  know  this  matter  without 
the  concurring  testimony  of  our  own  spirits.  Many  things,  of 
the  like  nature,  might  be  observed,  concerning  the  other  scrip- 
tures, that  are  generally  brought  to  prove,  that  believers,  in  our 
day,  are  made  partakers  of  the  powerful  influences  of  the  Holy 
Ghost ;  though  they  pretend  not  to  the  Spirit  of  inspiration ; 
which  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  this  objection. 

Object.  2.  If  it  be  farther  objected,  that  if  the  Spirit  does 
work  internally  in  the  souls  of  men,  we  are  not  to  suppose,  that 
he  works  a  change  in  their  wills,  but  only  presents  objects  to 
them,  which  they  by  their  own  power,  improve,  and  make  use 
of,  for  their  good ;  even  as  a  finite  Spirit  may  suggest  good  or 
bad  thoughts,  without  disposing  us  to  comply  with  them ;  or, 
as  the  devil  is  said  to  work  in  men,  who  is  called.  The  Spirit 
that  110X0  worketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience.,  Eph.  ii.  2. 

Answ.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  an  objective  influence, 
properly  speaking,  is  no  influence  at  all ;  much  less  is  it  becom- 
ing the  dignity  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  say.  That  he  hath  no 
more  an  hand  in  the  work  of  conversion,  than  that  which  a 
mere  creature  might  have.  I  will  not  deny  that  the  Greek 
word,*  which  signifies  energy,  or  internal  working,  is  some- 
times taken  for  such  a  kind  of  influence  as  is  not  properly  the 
eflfect  of  power,  as  in  the  instance  contained  in  the  objection ; 
3et,  let  it  be  considered,  that  the  same  word  is  often  used,  in 
various  other  instances,  in  senses  very  diflferent,  when  applied 
to  God  and  the  creature ;  where  the  word,  in  itself,  is  indeterr 
minate ;  but  the  application  of  it  sufficiently  determines  the 
matter ;  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt,  as  to  the  sense  of  it.  Thus  to 
make,  form,  or  produce,  when  applied  to  God,  and  the  thing 
made,  formed,  or  produced,  is  represented  as  an  instance  of 
his  almighty  power,  which  exceeds  the  limits  of  finite  power, 
this  determines  the  sense  to  be  very  different  from  making, 
forming,  or  producing,  when  applied  to  men,  acting  in  their 
own  sphere :  so  the  apostle  speaks  of  building,  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent sense,  as  applied  to  God  and  the  creature,  which  no  one 
is  at  a  loss  to  understand,  who  reads  the  words ;  Kvery  house 
is  builded  by  some  man;  but  he  that  built  all  things  is  God.,  Heb. 
-ii.  4.   Now,  to  apply  this  to  our  present  purpose,  we  do  not 

•  F.r.ipyuv. 

Vol.  III.  H 
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deny,  that  a  finite  spirit  has  an  energy,  in  an  objective  way ; 
but  when  the  same  word  is  applied  to  God's  manner  of  acting ; 
and  is  represented  as  has  been  before  observed,  as  an  instance 
of  his  almighty  power,  producing  a  change  in  the  soul ;  and 
not  only  persuading,  but  enabling  him  to  perform  good  works, 
from  a  principle  of  spiritual  life,  implanted,  this  may  easily  be 
understood  as  having  a  very  different  sense  from  the  same 
word,  when  applied  to  the  internal  agency  of  a  finite  spirit ; 
and  therefore  this  objection  does  not  overthrow  the  argument 
we  are  maintaining. 

Object.  3.  It  is  farther  objected  against  what  has  been  said 
concerning  this  powerful  work  of  the  Spirit,  as  being  illustra- 
ted by  the  similitude  of  a  person's  being  raised  from  the  dead; 
that  this  contains  in  it  nothing  supernatural,  or  out  of  the  power 
of  man ;  since  the  apostle  says,  Awake  thou  that  sleepest^  and 
&rise  from  the  dead^  a7id  Christ  shall  give  the  light^  Eph.  v.  14. 
If  arising  from  the  dead  be  the  efftct  of  almighty  power,  when 
applied  to  the  work  of  grace,  it  seems  preposterous  for  this  to 
be  recommended  as  pur  duty :  and  if  it  be  not  a  work  of  al- 
mighty power,  then  those  scriptures  that  illustrate  effectual 
calling  by  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  are  nothing  to  the  ar- 
gument for  which  they  have  been  brought. 

Answ..  Some  suppose,  that  its  being  assigned  as  a  matter  of 
duty  for  sinners  to  rise  from  the  dead,  does  not  infer,  that  it  is 
in  their  own  power;  but,  that  it  only  signifies,  that  none  can 
expect  eternal  life  but  those  who  rise  from  the  death  of  sin ; 
and  accordingly,  as  the  promise,  here  mentioned,  relating  to 
our  havi?ig  lights  is  said  to  be  Chrisfs  gjft^  so  the  power  to 
perform  that  duty,  which  is  inseparably  connected  with  it,  to 
wit,  rising  from  the  dead^  is  to  be  sought  for  at  his  hand.  But 
if  this  answer  be  not  reckon*,  d  sufficient,  I  see  no  absurdity  in 
supposing,  that  these  two  expressions,  Axoake^  thou  that  sleepest^ 
and  arise  from  the  dcad^  import  the  same  thing.   Sleep  is,  as  it 
were,  the  image  of  death ;  and  therefore,  by  a  metaphorical 
way  of  speaking,  it  may  be  here  called  death  ;  and  if  so,  the 
apostle  commands  believers  to  awake  oiit  of  their  carnal  secu- 
rity, or  shake  off  their  stupid  frames,  as  they  expect  the  light 
of  eternal  life  :  however,  if  it  be  taken  in  this  sense  here ;  yet 
when  we  meet  with  the  words  quickened^  or  raised  from  the 
dead^  elsewhere,  they  may  be  understood  in  a  different  sense, 
as  denoting  the  implanting  a  principle  of  grace  in  regeneration, 
as  will  appear  by  the  context :  thus  when  God  is  said  to  quicken 
those  ruho  were  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins  ;  xuho  rvalked  accord- 
ing to  the  course  of  this  worlds  fidfilling  the  desires  of  the  fleshy 
■and  of  the  mind;  and  were,  by  nature^  the  children  of  -wrath  ; 
and  to  do  this  with  a  design  to  shew  the  exceeding  riches  of 
his  grace,  and  kindness  toxvards  them;  and  as  the  consequence 


OF  EFFECTUAL  CALLING.  o9 

thereof,  to  work  that  faith  which  accompanies  salvation,  which 
is  not  of  themselves,  but  his  gift :  I  say,  if  these  things  are 
mentioned  when  we  are  said  to  be  quickened^  or  raified  from 
the  dead^  certainly  it  argues  more  than  a  stupid  believer's  awa- 
king from  that  carnal  security,  which  he  is  under,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  a  principle  of  spiritual  life,  whereby  he  may  be 
enabled  so  to  do. 

Object.  4.  It  is  also  objected  to  what  has  been  said,  concern- 
ing effectual  calling's  being  a  work  of  divine  power,  that  those 
scriptures,  which  speak  of  it  as  such,  denote  nothing  else  but 
the  power  of  working  miracles  ',  whereby  they  to  whom  the 
gospel  was  preached,  v/ere  induced  to  believe ;  as  when  the 
apostle  says,  H'la  preaching  was  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit^ 
and  of  power ^  1  Cor.  ii.  4.  that  is,  the  doctrines  he  preached, 
were  confirmed,  and  the  truth  thereof  demonstrated  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  enabling  them  to  work  miracles  :  and 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  in  -word^  but  in  poxver^  chap.  iv.  20. 
that  is,  the  gospel  is  not  only  preached,  but  confirmed  by  mi- 
racles :  Our  gospel  came  to  you  in  power^  and  in  the  Holy 
Ghosty  1  Thes.  i.  5.  that  is,  as  some  understand  it,  the  gospel 
which  we  preach,  was  confirmed  by  the  power  and  miraculous 
works  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  which  has  no  reference  to  the  in- 
ternal efficacious  influences  of  the  Spirit  put  forth  in  effectual 
calling. 

Answ.  Though  we  often  read  that  the  gospel  was  confirmed 
by  miracles :  nevertheless,  I  cannot  see  that  this  is  the  princi- 
ple, much  less  the  only  sense  of  these  scriptures,  and  some 
others  that  might  have  been  produced  to  the  same  purpose. 

As  to  the  first  of  them  in  which  the  apostle  speaks  of  his 
preachings  being  in  the  demonstration  of  the  Spirit^  and  of 
power ;  it  may  be  observed,  that  in  the  preceding  chapter  he 
had  been  speaking  concerning  Christ  preached,  and  his  glory 
set  forth  among  them,  as  the  power  of  God ;  that  is  to  say, 
the  power  of  God  rendered  the  preaching  thereof  eflfectual  to 
the  convei'sion  of  them  that  believed ;  which  he  concludes  to 
contain  in  it  no  less  a  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
religion,  than  if  he  had  wrought  signs  or  miracles,  which  the 
J«ws  demanded,  and  which  he  had  no  design  to  work  among 
them  :  therefore,  why  should  we  suppose,  that  when  he  speaks 
of  his  preaching  bebig  in  the  demonstratio7i  of  the  Spirit^  and 
of  poxoer^  that  he  intends  the  confirming  his  doctrine  by  mira- 
cles, and  not  in  the  same  sense  as  he  had  before  signified  Christ 
to  be  the  power  of  God. 

And  as  for  the  other  scripture,  in  which  it  is  said,  The  king- 
dom of  God  is  not  in  word^  but  in  power  ;  that  is  to  be  under- 
stood by  comparing  it  with  what  immediately  goes  before,  in 
which  he  says,  that  I  will  came  to  you  shortly^  if  the  Lordwill^ 
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and  know  not  the  speech  of  them  who  are  puffed  up,  but  the 
power.  If  we  suppose,  that  by  them  who  are  piijfcd  itp^\i^  means 
some  of  their  teachers,  who  swelled  either  with  pride  or  envy, 
and  probably  were  sowing  some  seeds  of  error  among  them  ;  it 
does  not  seem  to  be  a  just  sense  of  the  text,  to  explain  the  words 
when  he  says,  I  will  knoxv  not  the  speech  of  them  tvho  arc  puffed 
?//»,  hut  the  poxver^  q.  d.  I  will  not  so  much  regard  the  doctrmes 
they  deliver,  as  I  will  enquire  and  be  convinced,  that  they  have 
confirmed  them  by  miracles.  For  he  would  rather  regard  their 
doctrine  than  their  pretence  to  miracles;  or  have  said,  1  will  not 
enquire  whether  ever  they  have  wrought  any  miracles  or  no,  but 
what  efficacy  their  doctrine  has  had  :  and  therefore  the  apog» 
tie,  by  knozving-  the  power ^  does  not  mean  that  of  working  mira- 
cles, but  he  intimates  that  he  would  know,  not  only  what  doc- 
trines these  persons  taught,  but  what  success  attended  their 
])reaching ;  and  then  he  adds,  that  the  kingdom  of  Cod^  that  is, 
the  gospel-state  is  advanced  and  promoted,  not  barely  by  the 
church's  enjoying  the  means  of  grace,  such  as  the  preaching  ot 
the  word ;  but  by  the  poxver  of  God,  which  makes  the  word 
preached  effectual  to  salvation,  whereby  sinners  are  converted, 
and  many  added  to  the  church,  such  as  shall  be  saved. 

As  to  the  last  scripture  mentioned,  in  which  the  apostle  says, 
Our  gospel  came  to  yoii^  not  in  word  only,  hut  in  poxver,  I  ran- 
not  think  that  he  has  any  reference  in  that  place,  to  the  con- 
firming the  gospel  by  miracles ;  because  this  is  assigned  as  a 
mark  of  their  election,  knoxving,  brethren,  your  election  of  God, 
for  cur  gospel  came  unto  you,  not  only  in  xvord,  but  in  poxver, 
&c.  Now,  whether  we  take  election  for  God's  eternal  desigti 
to  save  them,  or  for  the  execution  thereof,  in  his  applying  the 
graces  of  the  Spirit  to  them  ;  or  if  we  take  it  in  the  lowest 
sense,  which  they,  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  generally 
give  into,  for  their  being  a  choice,  religious  unblameable  so- 
ciety of  Christians,  excelling  many  others,  in  piety  :  this  could 
not  be  evinced  by  the  gospel's  being  confirmed  by  miracles  ; 
and  therefore  this  sense  seems  not  agreeable  to  the  apostle's 
design  ;  and  consequently  the  objection  taken  from  those  scrip- 
tures, that  speak  of  the  power  of  God  in  conversion,  as  imply- 
ing nothing  else  but  his  power,  exerted  in  working  miracles, 
will  not,  in  the  least,  be  sufficient  to  weaken  the  force  of  the 
argument  we  are  maintaining.  Thus  concerning  effectual  calK 
ing's  being  a  work  of  power,  attributed,  in  particular,  to  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

There  is  one  thing  more  observed,  in  the  answer  we  are  ex- 
plaining, which  must  be  briefly  considered  ;  namely,  that  it  is  a 
work  of  grace,  which  was  the  internal  moving  cause  thereof ; 
or,  the  reason  of  God's  exerting  his  divine  power  therein.  Ef- 
fectual calling  must  be  a  work  of  grace,  without  any  motive 
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taken  from  them,  who  are  the  subjects  thereof;  Inasmuch  as 
ihey  had  before  this,  nothhig  in  them,  that  could  render  them 
the  objects  of  divine  love,  being  described  as  dead  in  tres- 
passes and  sins  ^  alienated  from  tLe  life  of  God^  and  enmity  itself 
against  him  :  so  that  their  condition,  antecedent  hereunto,  can- 
not be  supposed  to  be  the  moving  cause  hereof;  for  that  which 
is  in  itself,  altogether  unlovely,  cannot  aiford  a  motive  for  love 
to  any  one  that  weighs  the  circumstances  of  persons  ajid  things, 
and  acts  in  pursuance  thereof. 

Object.  But  whereas  it  is  objected,  that  though  the  present 
condition  of  unregenerate  persons  cannot  afford  any  motive  in- 
ducing God  thereunto,  yet  the  foresight  of  their  future  con- 
duct might. 

Ansxu.  To  this  we  answer.  That  all  the  good  which  shall  be 
found  in  believers,  is  God's  gift ;  he  is  the  finisher  as  well  as 
the  author  of  faith ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  said,  that  any 
tiling  out  of  himself,  was  the  moving  cause  hereof.  And  to 
this  we  may  add.  That  God  foresaw  the  vile  and  unworthy- 
behaviour  of  believers,  proceeding  from  the  remainders  of  cor- 
rupt nature  in  them,  as  well  as  those  graces  which  he  would 
enable  them  to  act :  so  that  there  is  as  much  in  them  that  might 
induce  him  to  hate  them,  as  there  is  to  move  him  to  love  them; 
and  therefore  we  must  conclude,  that  his  love  proceeds  from 
another  cause ;  or  that  it  is  by  the  gract  of  God  alone,  that  we 
are  what  we  are  :  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

4.  That  the  power  and  grace  of  God,  displayed  in  effectual 
calling,  is  irresistible,  and  consequently  such  as  cannot  but  be 
effectual  to  produce  that  which  is  designed  to  be  brought  about 
thereby.  To  deny  this,  would  be  to  infer,  that  the  creature  has 
an  equal,  if  not  a  superior,  force  to  God :  for,  as,  in  nature, 
every  thing  that  impedes  or  stops  a  thing  that  is  in  motion, 
must  have  an  equal  force  to  resist  with  that  which  is  affected 
by  it ;  so,  in  the  work  of  grace,  if  the  will  of  man  can  render 
the  power  of  God  of  none  effect,  or  stop  the  progress  of  divine 
grace,  contrary  to  his  design  or  purpose,  this  must  argue  the 
creature's  power  of  resisting,  equal  to  that  which  is  put  forth 
by  God,  in  order  to  the  bringing  this  work  to  perfection.  This 
consequence  is  so  derogatory  to  the  divine  glory,  that  no  one 
who  sees  it  to  be  just,  will  maintain  the  premises  from  whence 
it  is  deduced. 

If  ii  be  said,  that  God  may  suffer  himself  to  be  resisted; 
and  his  grace,  that  would  otherwise  have  been  effectual,  to  be 
defeated;  this  will  not  much  mend  the  matter;  but  only,  in  or- 
der to  the  avoiding  one  absurd  consequence,  bring  in  another ; 
for  if  every  one  would  have,  what  he  purposes  to  be  done 
brought  to  pass,  and  would  not  be  disappointed,  if  he  could 
help  It,  the  sanie  mrst  be  said  of  the  great  Q^od.    Xow  if  God 
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could  have  prevented  his  purpose  from  being  defeated,  buL 
would  not,  this  argues  a  defect  of  wisdom ;  if  his  own  glory- 
was  designed,  by  purposing  to  do  that  which  the  creature  ren- 
ders in  eft'ectual,  then  he  misses  of  that  end,  which  cannot  but  be 
the  most  valuable,  and  consequently  most  desirable  :  therefore, 
for  God  to  suffer  a  purpose  of  this  nature,  to  be  defeated,  sup- 
posing he  could  prevent  it,  is  to  suffer  himself  to  be  a  loser  of 
that  glory  which  is  due  to  his  name.  Moreov^er,  this  is  direct- 
ly contrary  to  what  the  apostle  says.  Who  hoth  resisted  his  ivilly 
Rom.  ix.  19.  or  who  hath  rendered  the  grace,  which  he  design- 
ed should  take  effect,  ineffectual,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 
■who  can  do  it  ? 

The  ground  on  which  many  have  asserted,  that  the  grace  of 
God  may  be  resisted,  is  taken  from  some  scriptures,  that  speak 
of  man's  being  in  open  hostility  against  him.  Thus  we  read  of 
a  bold  daring  sinner,  as  stretching  out  his  hand  ag-ainst  God, 
and  strengthening  himself  against  the  Almighty^  running  upon 
him^  even  on  his  neck^  upon  the  thick  bosses  of  his  bucklers^  Job 
XV.  25,  26.  And  Stephen  reproves  the  Jews  as  having  always 
resisted  the  Holy  Ghost,  both  they  and  their  fathers,  Acts  vii= 
51,  52.  and  the  Pharisees  are  said  to  have  rejected,  Luke  vii. 
30.  or,  as  the  word  *  might  have  been  rendered,  disannidled 
the  counsel  of  God  against  themselves.  And  elsewhere,  the  pro- 
phet speaks  of  God's  stretching  out  his  hand  all  the  day  unto 
a  disobedient  and  gainsaying  people,  Rom.  x.  21.  These,  and 
such  like  scriptures  give  occasion  to  some  to  suppose,  that  the 
power  and  grace,  as  well  as  the  purpose  of  God,  may  be  re- 
sisted. 

But  that  we  may  understand  the  sense  of  these  scriptures, 
and,  at  the  same  time  not  relinquish  the  doctrine  we  are  main- 
taining, and  thereby  infer  the  consequence  above-mentioned ; 
v/e  must  distinguish  between  our  opposition  to  God's  revealed 
will,  contained  in  his  v.'ord,  which  is  the  rule  of  duty  to  us; 
and  i-esisting  his  secret  will,  which  determines  the  event.  Or, 
as  it  may  be  otherwise  expressed,  it  is  one  thing  to  set  our- 
selves against  the  objective  grace  of  God,  that  is,  the  gospel, 
and  another  thing  to  defeat  his  subjective  grace,  that  when  he 
is  about  to  work  effectually  in  us,  we  should  put  a  stop  to  his 
proceedings.  The  former  no  one  denies ;  the  latter  we  can,  by 
no  means,  allow  of.  Persons  may  express  a  great  deal  of  re- 
luctancy  and  perverseness  at  that  time,  when  God  is  about  to 
r.ubdue  their  stubborn  and  obstinate  wills;  but  the  power  of 
God  will  break  through  all  this  opposition;  and  the  will  of  man 
chali  not  be  able  to  make  his  work  void,  or  without  effect.  The 
Jews,  as  above-mentioned,  might  resist  the  Holy  Ghost,  that 
is,  oppose  the  doctrines  contained  in  scripture,  which  were  gi- 
ven hv  the  Spirirs  inspiration;  and  they  might  make  this  re- 
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velation  of  no  eflcct,  with  respect  to  themselves ;  but  had  God 
designed  that  it  should  take  effect,  then  he  would  have  pre- 
vented their  resisting  it.  Israel  im^l  be  a  gainsaying' people^ 
that  is,  they  might  oppose  what  God  comnumicated  to  tliem 
by  the  prophets,  which  it  was  their  duty  and  interest  to  have 
complied  with ;  and  so  the  offers  of  grace  in  God's  revealed 
will,  might  be  in  vain  with  respect  to  them ;  but  it  never  was 
so  with  respect  to  those  wiiom  he  designed  to  save  :  and  if  the 
hardened  sinner,  stretching  out  his  hand  against  Gody  may  be 
vsaid  hereby  to  express  his  averseness  to  holiness,  and  his  de- 
sire to  be  exempted  from  the  divine  government ;  he  may  be 
found  in  open  rebellion  against  him,  as  hating  and  opposing  his 
law ;  but  he  cannot  offer  any  real  injury  to  his  divine  perfec- 
tions, so  as  to  detract  from  his  glory,  to  render  his  purpose  of 
no  effect.  Moses  speaking  concerning  God's  works  of  provi- 
dence, says.  They  are  perfect ;  for  all  his  xvays  are  judgment^ 
Deut.  xxxii.  4.  And  elsewhere,  God,  by  the  prophet  Isaiah, 
says,  I  will  xvork^  and  xvho  shall  let  it,  Isa.  xliii.  13.  From 
whence  he  argues,  his  eternal  Deity,  and  uncontroulable  power, 
when  he  says,  before  the  day  xuas,  I  am  he,  and  there  is  none 
that  can  deliver  out  of  my  hand ;  so  that  if  a  stop  might  be  put 
to  his  works  of  providence,  he  would  cease  to  be  a  God  of  in- 
finite perfection ;  and  may  we  not  from  hence  infer,  that  his 
■works  of  grace  are  not  subject  to  any  controul ;  so  that  when 
he  designs  to  call  any  effectually,  nothing  shall  prevent  this 
end's  being-  answered,  which  is  what  v/e  intend,  when  we 
speak  of  the  power  and  grace  of  God  as  irresistible ;  which 
leads  us  to  consider, 

5.  The  season  or  time  in  which  persons  are  effectually  call-* 
ed ;  which  in  this  ansv/er,  is  said  to  be  God's  accepted  time. 
If  the  work  be  free  and  sovereign,  without  any  motive  in  us, 
the  time  in  which  he  does  it,  must  be  that  which  he  thinks  most 
proper.    Here  we  may  observe, 

(1.)  That  some  are  regenerate  in  their  Infancy,  when  the 
word  can  have  no  instrupnentality,  in  producing  the  least  acts 
pf  grace ;  these  have  therefove  the  seeds  thereof,  which  spring 
up,  and  discover  themselves,  when  they  are  able  to  make  use 
of  the  word.  That  persons  are  capable  of  regeneration  from  the 
womb,  is  no  less  evident,  than  that  they  are  capable  of  having 
the  seeds  or  principle  of  reason  from  thence,  v.hich  they  cer- 
tainly have  ;  and  if  it  be  allowed,  that  regeneration  is  connec- 
ted witn  salvation,  and  that  infants  are  capable  of  the  latter, 
as  our  Saviour  says,  that  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God;  then 
they  must  be  certainly  capable  of  the  former ;  and  not  to  sup- 
pose some  infants  regenerate  from  the  v/omb,  would  be  to  ex- 
clude a  very  great  part  of  mankind  from  salvation,  v/ithout 
scripture-warrant. 
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(2.)  Others  are  eficctually  called  in  their  childhood,  or  riper 
years,  and  some  fiw  in  old  age ;  that  so  no  age  of  life  may  be 
an  inducement  to  despair,  or  persons  be  thereby  discouraged 
from  attending  on  the  means  of  grace.  Thus  it  is  said  con- 
cerning Josiah,  That  in  the  eighth  year  of  his  rcign^  while  he 
ivas  ijct  yoxing^  he  began  to  seek  after  the  God  of  David^  his 
father^  2  Chron.  xxxiv.  1.  and  David  was  converted  when  he 
was  a  youfh^  a  stripling  of  a  ruddy  ajid  beautiful  countenance^ 
1  Sam.  xvi.  12.  compared  with  chap.  xvii.  56,  58.  And  Moses 
seems  to  have  been  effectually  called,  when  he  left  Pharaoh's 
court;  and  it  came  into  his  heart  to  visit  his  brethren  the  chil- 
dren  of  Israel ;  at  which  time  he  \ydLS  forty  if  ears  old^  Acts  vTi. 
23.  And  Abraham  seem.s  to  have  been  made  partaker  of  this 
grace,  when  he  was  called  to  leave  his  country,  when  he  was 
seventy-five  years  old ;  before  which,  it  is  probable,  that  he^ 
together  with  the  rest  of  his  father's  family,  served  other  gods. 
Josh.  xxiv.  2.  coi.  pared  v/ith  Gen.  xii.  4.  And  we  read,  in 
one  single  instance,  of  a  person  converted  in  the  very  agonies 
of  death,  viz.  the  thief  upon  the  cross,  Luke  xxiii.  43. 

(3.)  Sometimes,  when  persons  seem  most  disposed  hereunto, 
and  are  under  the  greatest  convictions,  and  more  inclined  to 
reform  their  lives,  than  at  other  times,  the  M^ork  appears,  by 
the  issue  thereof,  to  be  no  more  than  that  of  common  grace, 
which  miscarries  and  leaves  them  worse  than  they  were  before ; 
and,  it  may  be,  after  this,  when  they  seem  less  inclined  here* 
unto,  that  is,  God's  accepted  time,  when  he  begins  the  work 
with  power,  which  he  afterwards  carries  on  and  completes. 
Some  are  suffered  to  run  great  lengths  in  sin,  before  they  are 
effectually  called  ;  as  the  apostle  Paul,  in  Tohom  God  xvas  pleased 
to  shew  forth  all  long  siijff^ering^  as  a  pattern  to  them  xvhich 
should  hereafter  believe^  1  Tim.  i.  16.  So  that  the  time  and 
means  being  entirely  in  his  hand,  as  we  ought  not  to  presume, 
but  wait  for  the  day  of  salvation  in  all  his  ordinances ;  so,  what- 
ever our  age  and  circumstances  are,  we  are  still  encouraged  to 
hope  for  the  mercy  of  God,  unto  eternal  life ;  or,  that  he  will 
save  and  call  us,  with  an  holy  calling. 


Quest.  LXIX.  What  is  the  communion  in  gracc^  which  the 
membera  of  the  invisible  church  have  with  Christ? 

Answ.  The  communion  in  grace,  which  the  members  of  the 
invisible  church  have  with  Christ,  is,  their  partaking  of  the 
virtue  of  his  mediation,  in  their  justification,  adoption,  sanc- 
tification,  and  whatever  else,  in  this  life,  manifests  their 
union  with  him. 
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HAVING  considered  the  vital  union  which  the  members 
of  the  invisible  church  have  with  Christ  in  their  eflfectual 
calHng,  we  are  now  led  to  speak  concerning  that  communion 
in  grace,  which  they  have  with  him. 

Communion  with  Christ  doth  not,  in  the  least,  import  our 
being  made  partakers  of  any  of  the  glories  or  privileges  which 
belong  to  him  as  Mediator ;  but  it  consists,  in  our  participation, 
of  those  benefits  which  he  hath  purchased  for  us ;  and  it  im- 
plies, on  his  part,  infinite  condescension,  that  he  will  be  pleased 
to  communicate  such  blessings  on  us,  and  on  our's,  unspeaka- 
ble honours  and  privileges,  which  we  enjoy  from  him  :  it  is 
sometimes  called  Je/Ioxvship,  1  John  i.  3.  which  is  the  result  of 
friendship,  and  proceeds  from  his  love :  thus  our  Saviour  speaks 
of  his  loving-  them,  and  manifesting-  himself  unto  them,  John 
Xiv.  21.  It  also  proceeds  from  vinion  with  him,  and  is  the  im- 
mediate effect  and  consequence  of  effectual  calling :  therefore 
Gog  is  said  to  have  called  us  unto  thefelhxvship  of  his  Son  Je^ 
siis  Christ,  1  Cor.  i.  9. 

And  it  is  farther  said  in  this  answer,  to  be  a  manifestation 
of  our  union  with  him.  He  has  received  those  blessings  for  us, 
which  he  purchased  by  his  blood ;  and,  accordingly  is  the  trea- 
sury, as  well  as  the  fountain  of  all  grace ;  and  we  are  there- 
fore said  to  receive  of  his  fulness,  grace  for  grace,  John  i.  16. 
And  the.  blessings  which  we  are  said  to  receive,  by  virtue  of 
his  mediation,  are  justification,  adoption,  and  sanctification, 
with  all  other  benefits  that  either  accompany  or  flow  from  them; 
which  are  particularly  explained  in  the  following  answers. 


Quest.  LXX.  What  is  justification  ? 

Answ.  Justification  is  an  act  of  God's  free  grace  unto  sinners, 
in  which  he  pardoneth  all  their  sins,  accepteth  and  account- 
eth  their  persons  righteous  in  his  sight;  not  for  any  thing 
wrought  in  them,  or  done  by  them,  but  only  for  the  perfect 
obedience  and  full  satisfaction  of  Christ,  by  God  imputed  to 
them,  and  received  by  faith  alone. 

Quest.  LXXI.    How   is  justification   an  act  of  Cod* s  free 

grace  f 

Answ.  Although  Christ,  by  his  obedience  and  death,  did  make 
a  proper,  real,  and  full  satisfaction  to  God's  justice,  in  the 
behalf  of  them  that  are  justified;  yet,  inasmuch  as  God  ac- 
cepteth the  satisfaction  from  a  surety,  which  he  might  have 
demanded  of  them,  did  provide  this  surety,  his  own  only 
Vol.  hi.  I 
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,  Son,  imputing  his  righteousness  to  them,  and  requiring  no- 
thing of  them  for  their  justification,  but  faith ;  Avhich  also  is 
his  gift;  their  justification  is,  to  them,  of  free  grace. 

HITHERTO  we  have  been  led  to  consider  that  change  of 
heart  and  life  which  is  begun  in  effectual  calling ;  where- 
by a  dead  sinner  is  made  alive,  and  one  that  was  wholly  in- 
disposed for,  and  averse  to  the  performance  of  good  works,  is 
enabled  to  perform  them  by  the  power  of  divine  grace  :  and 
now  we  are  to  speak  concerning  that  change  of  state  which  ac- 
companies it ;  whereby  one,  who  being  guilty  before  God,  was 
liable  to  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law,  and  expected  no 
other  than  an  eternal  banishment  from  his  presence,  is  pardon- 
ed, received  into  favour,  and  has  a  right  to  all  the  blessings 
which  Christ  has,  by  his  obedience  and  sufferings,  purchased 
for  him.  This  is  what  we  call  justification ;  and  it  is  placed 
immediately  after  the  head  of  effectual  calling,  as  being  agree- 
able to  the  method  in  which  it  is  insisted  on  in  that  golden 
chain  of  salvation,  as  the  apostle  says,  Whom  he  called,  them  he 
also  justified,  Rom.  viii.  30. 

This  is  certainly  a  doctrine  of  the  highest  importance,  inas- 
much as  it  contains  in  it  the  way  of  peace,  the  foundation  of 
all  our  hope,  of  the  acceptance  both  of  our  persons  and  ser- 
vices, and  beholding  the  face  of  God,  at  last,  with  joy.  Some 
have  styled  it  the  very  basis  of  Christianity ;  and  our  fore- 
fathers thought  it  so  necessary  to  be  insisted  on  and  main- 
tained, according  to  the  scripture-account  thereof,  that  they 
reckoned  it  one  of  the  principal  doctrines  of  the  reformation. 
And,  indeed,  the  apostle  Paul  speaks  of  it  as  so  necessary  to 
be  believed,  that  he  concluded  that  the  denying  or  perverting 
of  it  was  the  ground  and  reason  of  the  Jews  being  rejected  ; 
-vho  beiiig  ignorant  ofGod^s  righteousness,  and  going  about  to 
establish  a  righteousness  of  their  oxvn,  have  not  submitted  them- 
selves  to  the  righteousness  of  God:  and  when  they  shall  be  call- 
ed, if  their  call  be  intended,  in  that  account  which  we  have,  of 
the  marriage  of  the  Lamb,  and  his  xvife  having  made  herself 
ready.  Rev.  xix.  7.  as  many  suppose,  it  is  worth  observing, 
that  she  is  described  as  arrayed  in  fine  linen,  which  is  the  righ' 
teousness  of  saijits,  or  Christ's  righteousness,  by  which  they 
are  justified:  this  is  that  in  which  they  glory;  and  therefore 
are  represented  as  being  convinced  of  the  importance  of  that 
doctrine  which,  before,  they  were  ignorant  of.  This  we  have, 
an  account  of  in  these  two  answers,  which  we  are  now  to  ex- 
plain, and  shall  tndeavour  to  do  it  in  the  following  method. 

I.  We  shall  consider  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the  word 

II.  What  are  the  privileges  contained  therein,  as  reduced  to 
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two  heads,  to  wit,  pardon  of  sin ;  and  God's  accounting  tViem 
who  are  justified,  righteous  in  his  sight  ?   And, 

III.  What  is  the  foundation  of  our  justification?  namely,  a 
righteousness  wrought  out  for  us. 

IV.  The  utter  inability  of  fallen  man  to  perform  any  rigli 
teovisness,  that  can  be  the  matter  of  his  justification  in  the 
sight  of  God. 

V.  That  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  wrought  out  this  righ  - 
teousness  for  us,  as  our  surety,  by  performing  active  and  pas- 
sive obedience;  which  is  imputed  to  us  for  our  justification. 

VI.  We  shall  consider  it  as  an  act  of  God's  free  grace.  And» 

VII.  Shew  the  use  of  faith  in  justification,  or  in  what  re- 
spects faith  is  said  to  justify. 

I.  We  shall  consider  in  what  sense  we  are  to  understand  the 
word  justify.  As  there  are  many  disputes  about  the  method 
of  explaining  the  doctrines  of  justification ;  so  there  is  a  con- 
test between  us  and  the  Papists,  about  the  sense  of  the  word ; 
they  generally  supposing,  that  to  justifij^  is  to  make  inherently 
aighteous  and  holy  ;  because  righteousness  and  holiness  some- 
times import  the  same  thing ;  and  both  of  them  denote  an  in- 
ternal change  in  the  person  who  is  so  denominated ;  and  ac- 
cordingly they  argue,  that  as  to  magnijy  signifies  to  make 
great;  to  fortify^  to  make  strong;  so  to  justify  is  to  make  just 
or  holy :  and  they  suppose,  that  whatever  Ave  do  to  make  our- 
selves so,  or  whatever  good  works  are  the  ingredients  of  our 
sanctification,  these  must  be  considered  as  the  matter  of  our 
justification.  And  some  Protestant  divines  have  supposed,  that 
the  difference  between  them  and  us,  is  principally  about  the 
sense  of  a  word  ;  which  favourable  and  charitable  construction 
of  their  doctrine,  would  have  been  less  exceptionable,  if  the 
Papists  had  asserted  no  more  than  that  justification  might  have 
been  taken  in  this  sense,  when  considered,  not  as  giving  us  a 
right  to  eternal  life,  or  being  the  foundation  of  that  sentence  of 
absolution,  which  God  passes  upon  us :  but  since  this  is  the 
sense  tliey  give  of  it,  Avhen  they  say  that  we  are  justified  by 
our  inherent  holiness,  we  are  bound  to  conclude,  that  it  is  very 
remote  ixova  the  scripture  sense  of  the  word. 

We  do  not  deny  that  justification  is  sometimes  taken  in  a 
sense  different  from  that  which  is  intended  by  it,  when  used  to 
signify  the  doctrine  we  are  explaining.  Sometimes  nothing  more 
is  intended  hereby,  than  our  vindicating  the  divine  perfections 
from  any  charge  which  is  pretended  to  be  brought  against  them. 
Thus  the  Psalmist  says,  That  thou  mightest  be  justified  xvhe7i 
thou  speakest^  and  be  clear  xvhen  thou  judge st^  Psal.  li.  4.  And 
our  Saviour  is  said  to  be  justified,  that  is,  his  person  or  cha- 
racter vindicated  or  defended  from  the  reproaches  that  were 
cast  on  him ;  as  it  is  said,  Wisdom  is  justified  of  her  childreyi.. 


CS  or  JUSTIFICATION. 

Matt.  xi.  19.  Luke  vii.  35.  Also  we  frequently  read  of  the 
justification  ot  the  actions  or  conduct  of  persons,  in  scripture; 
in  which  sense  their  own  works  may  be  said  to  justify  or  vin- 
dicate them  from  the  charge  of  hypocrisy  or  unregeneracy. 
Again,  to  justify  is  sometimes  taken,  in  scripture,  for  using  en- 
deavours to  turn  many  to  righteousness :  and  therefore  our 
translators  have  rendered  the  words,  in  the  prophecy  of  Daniel, 
which  signify,  they  xv ho  justify  mantf^  they  who  turn  many  to 
r'tg'hteouaness^  i:haU  shine  as  the  stars^  Dan.  xii.  3.* 

There  are  various  other  senses  which  are  given  of  this  word, 
which  we  pass  over  as  not  applicable  to  the  doctrine  we  are 
maintaining,  and  therefore  shall  proceed  to  consider  the  sense 
in  which  it  is  used,  when  importing  a  sinner's  justification  in 
the  sight  of  God ;  wherein  it  is  to  be  taken  onlv  in  a  forensick 
sense,  and  accordingly  signifies  a  person's  being  acquitted  or 
discharged  from  guilt,  or  a  liableness  to  condemnation,  in  such 
a  v/ay  as  is  done  in  courts  of  judicature  :  thus  we  read  in  the 
judicial  law,  that  ij"  there  be  a  controversy  between  men^  and 
they  come  unto  judgment^  that  the  judges  may  judge  thcm^  then 
they  shall  justify  the  righteous^  and  cojidemn  the  ivicked^  Deut. 
XXV.  1.  where  to  justify  the  righteous^  is  to  be  understood  for 
acquitting  or  discharging  one  that  appears  to  be  rif^hteous,  or 
not  guilty,  from  condemnation ;  whereas  the  ivicked^  that  is, 
they  who  appear  to  be  guilty,  are  to  be  condemned :  and  in  this 
sense  the  word  is  used,  when  applied  to  the  doctrine  of  justi- 
fication, in  the  New  Testament,  and  particularly  in  Paul's  epis- 
tles ;  who  largely  insists  on  this  subject. 

Now  that  we  may  understand  how  a  sinner  may  expect  to 
be  discharged  at  God's  tribunal,  let  us  consider  the  methods  of 
proceeding  used  in  human  courts  of  judicature  :  herein,  it  is 
supposed,  that  there  is  a  law  that  forbids  some  actions  \vhich 
ai-e  deemed  criminal ;  and  also,  that  a  punishment  is  annexed 
to  this  law,  which  renders  the  person  that  violated  it,  guilty  j 
and  then  persons  are  supposed  to  be  charged  with  the  viola- 
tion thereof;  which  charge,  if  it  be  not  made  good,  they  are 
said  to  be  justified,  that  is,  cleared  from  presumptive,  not  real 
guilt :  but  if  the  charge  be  made  good,  and  he  that  fell  under 
it,  liable  to  punishment;  if  he  suffer  the  punishment  he  is  jus- 
tified, as  in  crimes  that  are  not  of  a  capital  nature  ;  or  if  he  be 
any  otherwise  cleared  from  the  charge,  so  that  his  guilt  be  re- 
moved, then  he  xs  deemed  a  justified  person  :  and  so  the  law 
lias  nothing  to  lay  to  his  charge,  with  respect  to  that  which  he 
was  before  accused  of.  Thus  when  a  sinner,  who  had  been 
charged  with  the  violation  of  the  divine  law,  found  guilty  be- 
fore God,  and  exposed  to  a  sentence  of  condemnation,  is  freed 
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from  it,  then  he  is  said  to  be  justified;  which  leads  us  to  con- 
sider, 

II.  The  privileges  contained  in  justification ;  which  are  for- 
giveness of  sin  and  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  lite.  Tncse  arc 
sufficiently  distinguished,  though  never  separated;  so  thai  when 
we  find  but  one  of  them  mentioned  in  a  particular  scripture, 
which  treats  on  this  subject,  the  other  is  not  excluded.  For- 
giveness of  sin  is  sometimes  expressed  in  scripture,  by  a  not 
imputing  sin ;  and  a  right  to  life,  includes  in  it  our  being  made 
partakers  of  the  adoption  of  children,  and  a  right  to  the  inheri- 
tance prepai'ed  for  them.  The  apostle  mentions  both  these  to- 
gether, when  he  speaks  of  our  having  redemption  through  the 
blood  of  Christy  eveti  the  forgiveness  of  sins ;  and  being  7nade 
meei  to  he  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  Hg'ht^ 
Col.  i.  12.  14.  And  elsewhere  he  speaks  of  Christ's  redeeming 
them  that  were  under  the  law  ;  which  includes  the  former  briinch 
of  justification,  and  of  their  receiving  the  adoption  of  children^ 
which  includes  the  latter.  And  again  he  considers  a  justified 
person  as  having  peace  with  God^  which  more  especially  re- 
spects pardon  of  sin,  and  of  their  having  access  to  the  grace 
ivhcrein  they  stand,  and  their  rejoicing  in  hope  of  the  glory  of 
God^  Rom.  v.  1,  2.  which  is  what  we  are  to  understand  by,  or 
includes  in  it,  their  right  to  life. 

That  justification  consists  of  both  these  branches,  v/c  main- 
tain against  the  Papists,  who  suppose  that  it  includes  nothing- 
else  but  forgiveness  of  sin,  v/hich  is  founded  on  the  blood  of 
Christ;  whereas,  accordmg  to  them,  our  right  to  life  depends 
on  our  internal  qualifications,  or  sincere  obedience.  And  be- 
sides these,  there  are  some  Protestant  divines,  who  suppose 
that  it  consists  only  in  pardon  of  sin ;  and  this  is  asserted,  by 
them,  with  different  views ;  some  do  it  as  most  consistent  with 
the  doctrine  of  justification  by  works,  which  they  plead  for; 
whereas,  others  do  it  as  being  most  agreeable  to  another  no- 
tion which  they  advance,  namely,  that  we  are  justified  onlv  by 
Christ's  passive  obedience ;  which  will  be  considered  under  a 
follov/ing  head.  Again,  there  are  others,  whose  sentiments  of 
the  doctrine  of  justification  are  agreeable  to  scripture,  who 
maintain,  that  it  includes  both  forgiveness  of  sins,  and  a  right 
to  life;  but  yet  they  add,  that  the  former  is  founded  on  Christ's 
passive  obedience,  and  the  latter  on  his  active  :  whereas,  we  can- 
not but  think,  that  the  whole  of  Christ's  obedience,  both  ac- 
tive and  passive,  is  the  foundation  of  each  of  these  ;  m  hich  will 
also  be  considered,  when  we  come  to  speak  concerning  the  pro- 
curing cause  of  our  justification. 

All  that  we  shall  observe  at  present,  is,  that  these  two  j)ri- 
vileges  are  inseparably  connected ;  therefore,  as  no  one  can 
have  a  right  to  life,  but  he  whose  sins  are  pardoned ;  so  no 
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one  can  obtain  forgiveness  of  sin,  but  he  must,  as  the  consei- 
quence  hereof,  have  a  right  to  hfc.  As  by  the  fall,  man  first 
became  guilty,  and  then  lost  that  right  to  life  which  was  pro- 
mised in  case  he  had  stood;  so  it  is  agreeable  to  the  divine 
perfections,  provided  the  guilt  be  removed,  that  he  should  be 
put  in  the  same  state  as  though  it  had  not  been  contracted, 
and  consequently,  that  he  should  not  only  have  forgiveness  of 
sins,  but  a  right  to  life.  Forgiveness  of  sin,  without  a  right  to 
eternal  life,  would  render  our  justification  incomplete;  there- 
fore, when  any  one  is  pardoned  by  an  act  of  grace,  he  is  put  in 
possession  of  that  which,  by  his  rebellion,  he  had  forfeited,  he 
is  considered,  not  only  as  released  out  of  prison,  but  as  one  who 
has  the  privileges  of  a  subject,  such  as  those  which  he  had  be- 
fore he  committed  the  crime.  Without  this  he  would  be  like 
Absalom,  when,  upon  Joab's  intercession  with  David,  the  guilt 
of  murder,  which  he  had  contracted,  was  remitted  so  far,  as 
that  he  had  liberty  to  return  from  Geshur,  whither  he  was  fled  : 
nevertheless,  he  reckons  himself  not  fully  discharged  from  the 
guilt  he  had  contracted,  and  concludes  his  return  to  Jerusalem, 
as  it  were,  an  insignificant  privilege ;  unless,  by  being  admitted 
to  see  the  king's  face,  and  enjoy  the  privileges  which  he  was 
possessed  of  before,  he  might  be  dealt  with  as  one  who  was 
taken  into  favour,  as  well  as  forgiven,  2  Sam.  xiv.  2.  which 
was  accordingly  granted.  This  leads  us  to  consider  these  two 
branches  of  justification  in  particular.    And, 

1.  Forgiveness  of  sin.  Sin  is  sometimes  represented  as  con- 
taining in  it  moral  impurity,  as  opposed  to  holiness  of  heart  and 
life;  and  accordingly  is  said,  to  defile  a  man^  Matt.  xv.  19, 
20.  and  is  set  forth  by  several  metaphoi-ical  expressions  in 
scripture,  which  tend  to  beget  an  abhorrence  of  it  as  of  things 
impure ;  in  which  sense  it  is  removed  in  sanctification  rather 
than  in  justification ;  not  but  that  divines  sometimes  speak  of 
Christ's  redeeming  us  from  the  filth  and  dominion  of  sin,  and 
our  deliverance  from  it  in  justification  :  but  these  are  to  be 
understood  as  rendering  us  guilty ;  inasmuch  as  all  moral  pol- 
lutions are  criminal,  as  contrary  to  the  law  of  God ;  otherwise 
our  deliverance  from  them  would  not  be  a  branch  of  justifica- 
tion ;  and  therefore,  in  speaking  to  this  head,  we  shall  consi- 
der sin  as  that  which  renders  men  guilty  before  God,  and  so 
shew  what  we  are  to  understand  by  guilt. 

This  supposes  a  person  to  be  under  a  law,  and  to  have  viola- 
ted it;  accordingly  sin  is  described  as  the  transgression  of  the 
law^  1  John  iii.  4.  The  law  of  God,  in  common  with  all  other 
laws,  is  primarily  designed  to  be  the  rule  of  obedience  ;  and 
in  order  thereunto,  it  is  a  declaration  of  the  divine  will,  Avhich, 
as  creatures  and  subjects,  we  are  under  a  natural  obligation  to 
comply  with;  and  God,  as  a  God  of  infinite  holiness  and  so- 
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vereignty,  cannot  but  signify  his  displeasure  iu  case  of  disobe- 
dience ;  and  therefore  he  has  annexed  a  threatening  to  his  law, 
or  past  a  condemning  sentence,  as  that  which  is  due  for  every 
transgression  :  this  divines  sometimes  call  the  sanction  of  the 
law,  or  a  fence,  with  which  it  is  guarded,  that  so,  through  the 
corruption  of  our  nature,  we  may  not  conclude,  that  we  may 
rebel  against  him  with  impunity  :  this  the  scripture  styles.  The 
curse  of  the  law.  Gal.  iii.  10.  So  that  guilt  is  a  liableness  to 
the  curse  or  condemning  sentence  of  the  law,  for  our  violation 
of  it :  this  is  sometimes  called  a  debt  of  punishment,  which  we 
owe  to  the  justice  of  God,  for  not  paying  that  debt  of  obedience 
which  was  due  from  us  to  his  law.  I'hus,  when  our  Saviour 
advises  us  to  pray,  that  our  sins  may  be  forgiven ;  he  expresses 
it  hy  forgiving  us  our  debts,  Luke  xi.  4.  Matt.  vi.  12.  so  that 
forgiveness,  as  it  is  a  freeing  us  from  guilt,  discharges  us  from 
the  guilt  of  punishment  which  we  were  liable  to. 

There  is  a  twofold  debt  which  man  owes  to  God ;  one  he 
owes  to  him  as  a  creature  under  a  law ;  this  is  that  debt  of 
obedience,  which  he  cannot  be  discharged  from ;  and  there- 
fore, a  justified  person  is,  in  this  sense,  as  much  a  debtor  as 
any  other.  There  is  also  a  debt  which  man  contracts  as  a  cri- 
minal, whereby  he  is  liable  to  suffer  punishment ;  this  alone  is 
removed  in  justification. 

Moreover,  we  must  carefully  distinguish  between  the  de- 
merit of  sin,  or  its  desert  of  punishment ;  and  the  sinner's  ob- 
ligation to  suffer  punishment  for  it.  The  former  of  these  is  in- 
separable from  sin,  and  not  removed,  or,  in  the  least  lessened, 
by  pardoning  mercy;  for  sin  is  no  less  the  object  of  the  divine 
detestation ;  nor  is  its  intrinsic  evil,  or  demerit,  abated  by  its 
being  forgiven ;  and  therefore,  a  justified  person,  remaining  still 
a  sinner,  as  transgressing  the  law  of  God,  has  as  much  reason 
to  condemn  himself,  in  this  respect,  as  though  he  had  not  been 
forgiven.  The  Psalmist  speaking  concerning  a  person  that  is 
actually  forgiven  or  justified,  says,  notwithstanding,  that  ifthoti 
Lord,  shouldst  mark  iniquities,  0  Lord,  who  shall  stand  P  Psal. 
cxxx.  3.  He  was,  at  the  same  time,  in  a  justified  state ;  but 
yet  he  concludes,  that  there  is  a  demerit  of  punishment  in  eve- 
ry sin  that  he  committed ;  though,  when  it  is  pardoned,  the 
obligation  to  suffer  punishment  is  taken  away :  *  and  therefore, 
the  apostle  speaking  of  such,  says,  There  is  no  condem7iation 
to  them,  Rom.  viii.  1.  We  must  farther  distinguish  between 
our  having  matter  of  condemnation  in  us ;  this  a  justified  per- 
son has ;  and  there  being  no  condemnation  to  us ;  that  is,  the 
immediate  result  of  being  pardoned. 

•  The  former  of  these  divines  call  reatus  potentialis,  the  latter,  reatus  actualis; 
tf-x  former  is  (he  iittmidictc  consequence  of  sin,  the  letter  is  taken  awdy  bt/  justijt' 
culio?t* 
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There  arc  several  expressions  in  scripture,  Avliereby  forgive- 
ness is  set  forth,  namely,  God's  covering  sin :  thus  the  Psahn- 
ist  says,  Blessed  is  he  whose  tra7isgression  is  forgiveyi^  xvhose 
sin  is  covered^  Psal.  xxxii.  1.  or,  his  hiding  his  face  from  it, 
and  blotting  it  out ;  or,  ivhen  it  is  sought  for^  Psal.  li.  9.  its 
not  being  founds  Jer.  1.  20.  and,  casting  our  si?is  into  the  depths 
cf  the  sea^  Micah  vii.  19.  And  elsev/here  it  is  said,  That  when 
God  had  pardoned  the  sins  of  his  people,  he  did  not  behold  inz' 
quitif  in  yacob^nor  see perverseness  in  Israel^  Numb,  xxiii.  21. 
which  amounts  to  the  same  thing  as  the  foregoing  expressions 
of  its  being  covered,  hid,  blotted  out,  £ifc. 

I  am  sensible  th'^re  have  been  many  contests  about  the  sense 
of  this  scripture  ;  which  might,  without  much  difficulty,  have 
been  compremised,  had  the  contending  parties  been  desirous  to 
know  each  others  sense,  without  prejudice  or  partiality.  It  is 
not  to  be  thought,  that  when  God  forgives  sin,  he  does  not 
know,  or  suppose  that  the  person  forgiven,  had,  before  this, 
contracted  guilt  by  sins  committed  ;  for  without  this,  he  could 
not  be  the  object  of  forgiveness.  When  God  is  said  not  to  look 
upon,  or  hide  his  face  from  their  sins,  it  is  not  to  be  suppo- 
sed, that  he  knows  not  what  they  have  done,  or  what  iniquities 
they  dailv  commit  against  him  ;  for  that  Avould  be  subversive 
of  his  omniscience :  and  when  he  is  said  not  to  mark  our  ini- 
quities, we  are  not  to  understand  it,  as  though  he  did  not  look 
upon  the  sins  we  commit,  though  in  a  justified  state,  with  ab- 
horrence ;  for  the  sinner  mav  be  pardoned,  and  yet  the  crime 
forgiven  be  detested.  But  God's  not  seeing  sin  in  his  people, 
is  to  be  taken  in  a  forensic  sense ;  and  accordingly,  when  an 
atonement  is  made  for  sin,  and  the  guilt  thereof  taken  away, 
the  criminal,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  is  as  though  he  had  not 
sinned;  he  is  as  fully  discharged  from  the  indictment,  that 
was  brought  in  against  him,  as  though  he  had  been  innocent,  not 
liable  to  anV  charge  founded  upon  it ;  and  therefore  the  apos- 
tle says.  Who  shall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God''s  elect  ? 
It  is  God  that  justifiethy  Rom.  viii.  33.  and  it  is  the  same,  as 
for  God  not  to  enter  into  judgment ^  as  the  Psalmint  elsewhere 
expresses  it;  or  to  punish  us  less  than  our  iniquities  have  de- 
servedy  Psal.  cxliii.  2.  In  this  sense  the  indictment  that  was 
brought  against  him,  is  cancelled,  the  sentence  reversed,  and 
prosecution  stopped ;  so  that  whatever  evils  are  endured  as  the 
consequence  of  sin,  or  with  a  design  to  humble  him  for  it,  as 
bringing  sin  to  his  remembrance,  with  all  its  aggravating  cir- 
cumstances, he  is,  nevertheless,  encouraged  to  hope,  that  these 
are  not  inflicted  in  a  judicial  way,  by  the  vindictive  justice  of 
God  demanding  satisfaction ;  but  to  display  and  set  forth  the 
holiness  of  his  nature,  as  infinitely  opposite  to  all  sin,  and  the 
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dispensations  of  his  providence  agreeably  thereunto ;  and  that 
with  a  design  to  bring  him  to  repentance  for  it. 

And,  that  tiiis  privilege  may  appear  to  he  most  conducive  to 
our  happiness  and  comfort, let  it  be  considered;  that  wherever 
God  forgives  sin,  he  forgives  all  sin,  cancels  every  debt  that 
rendered  him  liable  to  punishment,  otherwise  our  condition 
•would  be  very  miseralile,  and  our  salvation  impossible  ;  our 
condition  would  be  like  that  of  a  person  who  has  several  in- 
dictments brought  in  against  him,  every  one  of  Avhich  contain 
an  intimation  that  his  life  is  forfeited  ;  it  would  avail  him  very 
little  for  one  indictment  to  be  superseded,  and  the  sentence 
due  to  him  for  the  others,  executed  :  thus  the  apostle  speaks 
of  t\\Q  free  gift^  being  of  many.,  that  is,  of  the  multitude  of  our 
offences  unto  justification.,  Rom.  v.  IG.  And  elscAvhere  he 
speaks  of  God's  forgivmg  his  people  all  trespasses.,  Col.  ii.  13^ 
And  as  he  forgives  all  past  sins,  so  he  gives  them  ground  to 
conclude,  that  iniquity  shall  not  be  their  ruin ;  and  therefore, 
the  same  grace  that  now  abounds  towards  them  herein,  toge- 
ther with  the  virtue  of  the  atonement  made  for  sin,  shall  prc'- 
vent  future  crimes  being  charged  upon  them  to  their  condem- 
nation.    Thus  concerning  forgiveness  of  sin. 

2.  The  other  privilege,  which  they  who  are  justified  are 
made  partakers  of,  is  the  acceptation  of  their  persons,  as  righte- 
ous in  the  sight  of  God  :  thus  they  are  said  to  be  7nade  accept- 
ed iri  the  Beloved.,  Eph.  i.  6.  and  as  their  persons  are  accepted, 
so  are  their  performances,  notwithstanding  the  many  defect;? 
that  adhere  to  them.  Thus  God  is  said  to  have  had  respect 
■nnto  Abel,  and  to  his  offering:.  Gen.  iv.  4.  And,  together  witli 
this,  they  have  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life ;  which  is  that 
inheritance  which  Christ  has  purchased  for,  and  God,  in  his 
covenant  of  grace,  has  promised  to  them.  This  is  a  very  com- 
prehensive blessing;  for  it  contains  in  it  a  right  to  all  those 
great  and  precious  promises,  which  God  has  made,  respecting 
their  happiness  both  here  and  hereafter.  But  since  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  insist  on  this  in  a  following  answer,  under  the 
head  of  adoption,  which  some  divines,  not  without  good  rea» 
son,  conclude  to  be  a  branch  of  justification,  or,  at  least,  to 
contain  in  it  those  positive  privileges,  which  they,  who  are  jus- 
tified, partake  of,  either  here  or  hereafter,  we  shall  proceed  ta 
consider, 

III.  What  is  the  foundation  of  our  justification ;  and  that 
must  be  either  some  righteousness  wrought  out  by  us ;  or  for 
us.  Since  justification  is  a  person's  being  7nade  righteous.^  as 
the  apostle  styles  it,  Rom.  v.  29.  we  must  consider  what  we 
are  to  understand  hereby  ;  and  accordingly  a  person  is  said  to 
he  righteous  who  never  violated  the  law  of  God,  nor  exposed 
himself  to  the   condemning  sentence  thereof:  in  ihh  respect 
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man,  while  in  a  state  of  innocency,  was  righteous ;  his  perfect 
obedience  was  the  righteousness  which,  according  to  the  tenor 
of  the  covenant  he  was  under,  gave  him  a  right  to  eternal  life  j 
especially  it  would  have  done  so,  had  it  been  persisted  in,  till 
he  was  possessed  of  that  life  ;  but  such  a  righteousness  as  this, 
cannot  be   the   foundation  of  our  justification,  as  the  apostle 
says.  By  the  xvorks  of  the  laxu  shall  no  fesh  be  justified^  Gal.  ii. 
16.     Therefore,  the   righteousness   we  are   now    speaking  of, 
must  be  something  wrouglit  out  for  us,  by  one  who  stood  in 
our  room  and  stead,  and  was  able  to  pay  that  debt  of  obedience, 
and  endure  those  sufferings  that  were   due  for  sin,  which  the 
law  of  God  might  have  exacted  of  us,  and  insisted  on  the  pay- 
inent  of,  in  our  ov/n  persons,  which,  when  paid  by  Christ  for 
us,  is   that,  (as   will  be   considered   under  a  following  head,) 
which  we  generally  call  Christ's  righteousness,  or  what  he  did 
and  suffered  in  our  stead,  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  God ; 
whereby   its  honour  was  secured  and  vindicated,  and  justice 
satisfied ;  so  that  God   hereby  appears   to  be,  as  the  apostle 
says,  Just^  and  the  justifier  of  Jiim  -which  bclieveth  in  Jesus ^ 
Rom.  iii.  26.  (a) 


(a)   Righteousness  is  taken  ordinarily  to  sip^nifv  a  conformity  to  laws,  or  rules 
of  right  conduct.   Actions,  and  persons  may  respectively  be  denominated  righte- 
ous.    I'lie  u'.ovalliiw,  which  is  both  distinguishable  by  the  moral  sense,  and  ex- 
pressly revealed,  requires  perfect  and  perpetual  rectitude  in  disposition,  pur- 
pose, and  action.     Uecause  none  are  absolutely  conformed  to  this  law,  none  can 
fairly  claiui  to  be  in  themselves,  simply,  and  absolutely  righteous.     Men  are 
s'sid  therefore  to  be  rigiiteous  comparatively,  or  because  the  defects  of  many  of 
iheir  actions  are  few,  or  not  discernible  by  their  fftllow  men.     To  be  made,  (or 
constituted)  righteous,  or,  to  be  jxisti/ted,  in  the  sight  of  God,  in  scriptural  lan- 
guage cannot  mean,  to  be  made  ivhcn-ently  r^hteojts.     It  is  God  who  justifies,  he 
cannot  call  evil  good,  and  cannot  be  ignorant  of  every  man's  real  demerit.  This 
righteousness  of  the  saint  has  not  consisted,  under  any  dispensation,  in  his  own 
conformity  to  the  Divine  law;  "  In  the  Lard  have  I  righteousness;"  "  That  I  may 
lain  Christ  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having  my  oivn  righteo^isness."    If  it  did,  there 
Avould  be  no  necessity  for  the  aid  of  God's  Spirit  to  sanctify  the  nature  of  the 
justified  person.     To  be  justified  or  constituted  righteous,  is  therefore  to  be 
treated  and  accepted  as  righteous.    If  God  justifies  the  ungodly,  his  truth  and  jus- 
tice must  be  clear.     He  cannot  be  induced  to  depart  from  perfect  rectitude,  and 
strict  propriety.     When  the  ungodly  are  justified,  or  treated  as  if  righteous,  it 
!>;  not  on  their  own  account,  for  their  righteousness  is  defective ;  but  by  the  obe- 
dience of  one,  (that  is  Christ,)  many  are  made  righteous"    The  term  obedience 
excludes  the  essential  righteousness  of  Christ  as  God.    And  his  righteousness 
>vhich  he  rendered  in  our  nature  can  neither  be  transfused  into,  nor  transferred 
imto  his  people,  so  as  to  be  theirs  inherently.     Nor  can  an  infinitely  wise  God 
consider  the  righteousness  oi'one  man  to  be  the  personal  righteousness  of  ano- 
ther.    But  one  person  may  receive  advantages  from  the  righteousness  of  ano- 
ther.    Sodom  would  have  been  spared  if  there  could  have  been  found  ten  holy 
men  in  it.     Millions  may  be  treated  kindly,  because  of  favour  or  respect  had  for 
cnte  of  their  number  espousing  the  cause  of  the  whole.    One  man  may  become 
the  surety  of,  and  perform  conditions  for  many,  or  pay  a  ransom  for  them,  and 
purchase  them  from  slavery.     If  it  be  said  that  one  m.iy  not  lay  down  his  life, 
especially  if  it  be  important,  ■  for  the  preservation  of  another's ;'  yet  Christ 
v;us  tlie  Lord  of  life  and  possessed  M'hat  no  mere  creatui'e  can,  the  rig;ht  to  lay 
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IV.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  utter  inability  of  fallen 
man  to  perform  any  righteousness  that  can  be  the  matter  of  his 
justification  in  the  sight  of  God;  whereby  it  will  appear,  as  it 
is  observed  in  this  answer,  that  we  are  not  accounted  righte- 
ous in  his  sight,  for  any  thing  wi-ought  in  us,  or  done  by  us. 
That  we  cannot  be  justified  by  suffering  the  punishment  that 
was  due  for  sin,  appears  from  the  infinite  evil  thereof;  and  the 
eternal  duration- of  the  punishment  that  it  deserves;  as  our  Sa- 
viour observes  in  the  parable  concerning  the  debtor,  who  did 
not  agree  ivit/i  his  adversary  xvhile  in  the  way,  but  was  deliver' 
ed  to  the  officer^  and  cast  into  prison  ;  from  whence  he  was  not 
to  come  out  till  he  had  paid  the  uttermost  farthings  Matt.  Vo 
25,  26"  that  is  to  say,  he  shall  never  be  discharged.  A  crimi- 
nal who  is  sentenced  to  endure  some  punishments  short  of 
death,  or  which  are  to  continue  but  for  a  term  of  years,  when 
he  has  suffered  them,  is,  upon  the  account  hereof,  discharged, 
or  justified  :  but  it  is  far  otherwise  with  man,  when  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  vindictive  justice  of  Godi  therefore  the  Psalm- 
ist says,  enter  not  into  judgment  -with  thij  servant^  or  do  not 
punish  me  according  to  the  demerit  of  sin;  for  in  thy  sight 
shall  nofiesh  living  be  justified. 

Neither  can  any  one  be  justified  by  performing  active  obe- 
dience to  the  law  of  God ;  for  nothing  is  sufficient  to  answer 
that  end,  but  what  is  perfect  in  all  respects  ;  it  must  be  sinless 
obedience,  and  that  not  only  as  to  what  concerns  the  time  to 
come,  but  as  respecting  the  time  past ;  and  that  is  impossible, 
from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  to  be  said  of  a  sinner ;  for  it 
implies  a  contradiction  in  terms.  This  farther  appears  from 
the  holiness  of  God,  which  cannot  but  detest  the  least  defect ; 
and  therefore  will  not  deal  with  a  sinful  creature,  as  though 
he  had  been  innocent :  and  as  for  sins  that  are  past,  they  ren- 
der us  equally  liable  to  a  debt  of  punishment,  with  those  which 
are  committed  at  present,  or  shall  be  hereafter,  in  the  sight  of 
God.  Moreover,  the  honour  of  the  law  cannot  be  secured, 
wnless  it  be  perfectly  fulfilled ;  which  cannot  be  done  if  there 
be  any  defect  of  obedience. 

As  for  those  works  which  are  done  by  us,  without  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Spirit  of  God,  these  proceed  from  a  wrong  prin- 
ciple, and  have  many  other  blemishes  attending  them,  upon 
the  account  whereof,  they  have  only  a  partial  goodness;  and 
for  that  reason  Augustine   gives  them   no  better  a  character 
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dawn  his  life,  and  power  to  take  it  up  ag-ain.  The  importance  of  the  satisfaction 
should  be  adequate  to  the  honour  of  the  law.  But  that  every  objection  to  such 
substitution  might  be  removed,  it  is  shewnthat,  this  was  the  very  condition  upon 
which  the  restoration  of  the  saints  was  suspended  in  the  purposes  of  God  before 
man  was  created ;  and  was  promised  ua  in  Christ  Jesus  before  the  world  Began. 
Jtistice  therefore  can  neither  object  to  the  sub3titution,  nor  withhold  the  rewards. 
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than  shining  sius  * :  but  whatever  terms  we  give  them,  they  are 
certainly  very  far  from  coming  up  to  a  conformity  to  the  di- 
vine law.  And  as  for  those  good  works  which  are  said  to  be 
\vrought  in  us,  and  are  the  effect  of  the  power  and  grace  of 
God,  and  the  consequence  of  our  being  regenerated  and  con- 
verted, these  fall  far  short  of  perfection ;  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  sin  attending  them,  which,  if  God  should  mark,  none  could 
stand.  This  is  expressed  by  Job,  in  a  very  humble  manner; 
IIoiv  should  man  be  just  with  God?  if  he  zviil  contend  zvith  hitriy 
he  ccimiot  ansiver  him  one  of  a  thousand.  And,  if  I  wash  my- 
sefwith  snow  xvater^  and  7nake  my  hands  yiever  so  clean^  yet 
shalt  thou  phinge  me  in  the  ditch^  and  mine  own  clothes  shall 
abhor  me :  for  he  is  not  a  man  as  I  a?n^  that  I  should  answer 
him,  and  we  should  come  together  in  judgment^  Job  ix.  2,  3. 
JO — 32.  when  God  is  said  to  work  in  us  that  xvhiah  is  well 
pleasing  in  his  sight,  Heb.  xiii.  21.  we  are  not  to  understand, 
that  the  grace  which  he  works  in  us,  renders  us  accepted  in 
his  siglit,  in  a  forensic  sense,  or,  that  it  justifies  us  ;  for  in  this 
respect  we  are  only  made  accepted  i7i  the  Beloved.,  that  is,  in 
Christ,  Eph.  i.  3. 

Moreover,  as  wh;it  is  wrought  in  us,  has  many  defects  at- 
tending it;  so  it  is  not  from  ourselves,  and  therefore  cannot  be 
accepted  as  a  payment  of  that  debt  of  obedience  which  we  owe 
to  the  justice  of  God  ;  and  consequently  we  cannot  be  justified 
thereby.  Some,  indeed,  make  the  terms  of  acceptance,  or  jus- 
tification in  the  sight  of  God,  so  very  low,  as  though  nothing 
were  demanded  of  us  but  our  sincere  endeavours  to  yield  obe- 
dience, whatever  imperfections  it  be  chargeable  with.  And 
others  pretend,  that  our  confessing  our  sins  will  be  conducive 
hereunto;  and  assert,  that  our  tears  are  sufficient  to  wash  awav 
the  guilt  of  sin.  The  Papists  add,  that  some  penances,  or  acts 
of  self-denial,  will  satisfy  his  justice,  and  procure  a  pardon  for 
lis ;  yea,  they  go  farther  than  this,  and  maintain,  that  persons 
may  perform  works  of  supererogation,  or  pay  more  than  the 
debt  that  is  owing  from  them,  or  than  what  the  law  of  God  re- 
quires, and  thereby  not  onlv  satisfy  his  justice,  but  render  him 
a  debtor  to  them ;  and  putting  them  into  a  capacity  of  trans- 
lerring  these  arrears  of  debt,  to  those  that  stand  in  need  of 
them,  and  thereby  lay  an  obligation  on  them,  in  gratitude,  to 
pay  them  honours  next  to  divine.  Such  absurdities  do  men 
run  into,  w'ho  plead  for  human  satisfactions,  and  the  merit  of 
good  works,  as  the  matter  of  our  justification  :  and,  indeed, 
there  is  nothing  can  tend  more  to  depreciate  Christ's  satisfac- 
tion, on  the  one  hand,  and  stupify  the  conscience  on  the  other; 
and  therefore,  it  is  so  far  from  being  an  expedient  for  justifi- 
cation, that  it  is  destructive  to  the  souls  of  men. 
•  SplenJiila  peccata 
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As  for  our  sincere  endeavours,  or  imperfect  obedience,  these 
cannot  be  placed  by  the  justice  of  God,  in  the  room  of  perfect; 
lor  that  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  justice  :  We  cannot  sup- 
pose, that  he  who  pays  a  pepper-corn,  or  a  few  mites,  instead 
of  a  large  sum,  really  pays  the  debt  that  was  due  from  him  ; 
justice  cannot  account  this  to  be  a  payment;  therefore,  a  dis- 
charge from  condemnation,  upon  these  terms,  cannot  be  styled 
a  justification.  And  if  it  be  said  that  it  is  esteemed  so  by  an 
act  of  grace  :  this  is  to  adv'ance  the  glory  of  one  divine  perfec- 
tion, and,  at  the  same  time,  detract  from  that  of  another;  no- 
thing therefore  can  be  our  righteousness,  but  that  which  the 
justice  of  God  may,  in  honour,  accept  of  for  our  justification: 
and  our  own  righteousness  is  so  small  and  inconsiderable  a 
thing,  that  it  is  a  dishonour  for  him  to  accept  of  it  in  this  re- 
spect; and  therefore  we  cannot  be  justified  by  works  done  by 
ns,  or  wrought  in  us. 

This  will  farther  appear,  if  we  consider  the  properties  of 
this  righteousness ;  and  in  particular,  that  it  must  not  only  be 
perfect,  and  therefore,  such  as  a  sinful  creature  cannot  per- 
form ;  but  it  must  also  be  of  infinite  value,  otherwise  it  could 
not  give  satisfaction  to  the  infinite  justice  of  God;  and  conse- 
quently cannot  be  performed  by  any  other  than  a  divine  per- 
son. And  it  must  also  bear  some  resemblance  to  that  debt 
which  was  due  from  us,  inasmuch  as  it  was  designed  to  satis- 
fy for  the  debt  which  he  had  contracted ;  and  therefore  must 
he  performed  by  one  who  is  really  man.  But  this  having  been 
insisted  on  elsewhere,  under  the  head  of  Christ's  Priestly  of- 
fice *,  we  shall  not  farther  enlarge  on  it ;  but  proceed  to  con- 
sider, 

V.  That  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  wrought  out  this  righte- 
ousness for  us,  as  our  Surety,  by  performing  active  and  pas- 
sive obedience ;  which  is  imputed  to  us  for  our  justification. 
We  have  before  considered  that  it  is  impossible  that  such  a 
righteousness,  as  is  sufficient  to  be  the  matter  of  our  justifica- 
tion, should  be  wrought  out  by  us  in  our  own  persons;  it  there- 
fore follows ;  that  it  must  be  wrought  out  for  us,  by  one  who 
bears  the  character  of  a  surety,  and  performs  every  thing  that 
is  necessary  to  our  justification;  such  an  one  is  our  Lord  Je- 
sus Christ.     In  considering  this  head,  we  must, 

1.  Shew  what  we  are  to  understand  by  a  surety^  since  it  is 
the  righteousness  of  Christ,  under  this  relation  to  us,  which  is 
the  matter  of  our  justification.  A  surety  is  one  who  submits 
to  be  charged  with,  and  undertakes  to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by 
another,  to  the  end  that  the  debtor  may  hereby  be  discharged: 
thus  the  apostle  Paul  engages  to  be  surety  to  Philemon,  lor 
Onesimus,  who  had  fled  from  him,  whom  he  had  wronged  or 
*  Sf:s  Vol.  II.  Pajo  273. 


9^  .  PC  JUSTinCATION, 

injured,  rmd  was  hereby  indebted  to  him ;  concerning  whom^ 
he  aays,  If  he  hath  wronged  thee.,  or  oweth  thee  ought^put  that 
mi  mine  account ;  /,  Paul.,  have  written  it  xoilh  7nine  own  hand^ 
iwill  repay  it.,  Philem.  ver.  18.  And  elsewhere,  we  read  of 
Judah's  overture  to  be  surety  ibr  his  brother  Benjamin,  that  he 
should  return  to  his  father,  as  a  motive  to  induce  him  to  give 
his  consent  that  he  should  go  with  him  into  Egypt :  /  will  be 
surety  for  him;  of  my  hand  s  halt  thou  require  him:  if  I  bring 
him  not  unto  thee.,  and  set  him  before  thee.,  then  let  me  bear  the 
blame  for  ever.,  Gen.  xliii.  9.  This  is  so  commonly  known  in 
sivil  transactions  of  the  like  nature,  between  man  and  man,  that 
it  needs  no  farther  explication ;  however,  it  may  be  observed, 

(1.)  That  a  person's  becoming  surety  for  another,  must  be 
a  free  and  voluntary  act :  for  to  force  any  one  to  bind  himself 
to  pay  a  debt,  which  he  has  not  contracted,  is  as  much  an  act 
of  injustice,  as  it  is  in  any  other  instance  to  exact  a  debt  where 
it  is  not  due. 

(2.)  He  that  engages  to  be  surety  for  another  must  be  in  a 
capacity  to  pay  the  debt,  otherwise  he  is  unjust  to  the  creditor, 
as  w^ell  as  brings  ruin  upon  himself:  therefore  it  is  said,  Be 
7iot  thou  one  of  them  that  strike  hands.,  or  of  them  that  are  sure- 
ties for  debts.,  if  thou  hast  nothing  to  pay ;  why  should  he  take 
away  the  bed  from  under  thee  P  Prov.  xxiii.  26,  27. 

(3.)  He  who  engages  to  be  surety  for  another,  is  supposed 
not  to  have  contracted  the  debt  himself;  and  therefore  the 
creditor  must  have  no  demands  upon  him,  as  being  involved 
together  with  the  debtor,  and  so  becoming  engaged  antecedent 
to  his  being  surety  :  nevertheless,  he  is  deemed,  in  the  eye  of 
the  law,  consequent  thereunto,  to  stand  in  the  debtor's  room, 
and  to  be  charged  with  his  debt,  and  equally  obliged  to  the 
payment  thereof,  as  though  he  had  contracted  it,  especially  if 
the  creditor  be  resolved  to  exact  the  payment  of  him,  rather 
than  of  the  original  debtor  *. 

(4.)  As  debts  are  of  different  kinds,  so  the  obligation  of  a  sure- 
ty agreeably  thereunto  admits  of  different  circumstances  :  thuy 
there  are  pecuniary  debts  resulting  from  those  dealings  or  con- 
tracts which  pass  between  man  and  man  in  civil  affairs;  and  there 
are  debts  of  service  or  obedience ;  as  also  debts  of  punishment, 
as  has  been  before  observed,  for  crimes  committed;  in  all 
which  cases,  as  the  nature  of  the  debt  differs,  so  there  are  some 
things  peculiar  in  the  nature  of  suretyship  for  it.  In  pecuniary 
debts  the  creditor  is  obliged  to  accept  of  payment  at  the  hand 

*  The  distinction  often  used  in  the  civil  laru  between  fide-jussoroMd expromissor, 
or  a  persvn's  beina^  bound  together  luith  the  original  debtor,  arid  the  creditor's  being- 
left  to  kis  liberty  to  exact  the  debt  of  which  of  the  two  he  pleases,  which  is  called  fide- 
jussor ;  and  the  surety^s  taking  the  debt  upon  himself,  so  as  that  he  who  contracted 
it  is  hereby  discharged,  -.vhich  is  what  we  understand  I'v  c-^vvom'.'-'^.or-.  has  been  co?i- 
vdtreJ  c-lse-^here..     Sfi  Vol.  U   Pagel7i.  1^^ 
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of  any  one,  who  at  the  request  of  the  debtor  is  willing  to  dis- 
charge the  debt  which  he  has  contracted,  especially,  if  what  he 
pays  be  his  own ;  but  in  debts  of  service  or  punishment,  when, 
the  sui-ety  offers  himself  to  perform  or  suffer  what  was  due 
from  another,  the  creditor  is  at  his  liberty  to  accept  of,  or  re- 
fuse satisfaction  from  him,  but  might  insist  on  the  payment  ot 
the  debt  by  him  in  his  own  person,  from  whom  it  was  due. 

2.  Christ  was  such  a  surety  for  us,  or  substituted  in  our 
room,  with  a  design  to  pay  the  debt  which  was  due  to  the  jus- 
lice  of  God  from  us.  Here,  that  we  may  assume  the  ideas  oi 
a  surety  but  now-mentioned,  and  apply  them  to  Christ,  as  our 
surety,  let  it  be  considered ; 

(1.)  That  what  he  did  and  suffered  for  us  was  free  and  vol- 
untary ;  this  appears  from  his  readiness  to  engage  therein,  ex- 
pressed by  his  saying,  Xo,  I  come  to  do  thy  xvill^  Heb.  x.  9- 
And  therefore  whatever  he  suffered  for  us  did  not  infer  the  least 
injustice  in  God  that  inflicted  it** 

(2.)  He  was  able  to  pay  the  debt,  so  that  there  was  not  the 
least  injury  offered  to  the  justice  of  God  by  his  undertaking. 
This  is  evident,  from  his  being  God  incarnate ;  and  therefore 
in  one  nature  he  was  able  to  do  and  suffer  whatever  was  de- 
manded of  us,  and  in  the  other  nature  to  add  an  infinite  value 
to  what  he  performed  therein. 

(3.)  He  v/as  not  rendered  incapable  of  paying  our  debt,  or 
answering  for  the  guilt  which  we  had  contracted  by  any  debt 
of  his  oWn,  which  involved  him  in  the  same  guilt,  and  render- 
ed him  liable  to  the  same  punishment  with  us,  as  is  evident 
from  what  the  prophet  says  concerning  him,  who  speaks  of 
him,  as  charged  with  our  guilt,  though  he  had  done  no  violence, 
neither  zvas  any  deceit  found  in  his  month,  Isa.  liii.  9.  That 
which  the  prophet  calls  doing-  no  violence,  the  apostle  Peter  re- 
ferring to,  and  explaining  it,  styles  doing",  or  committing  no  sin 
of  any  kind.  He  was  not  involved  in  the  guilt  of  Adam's  sin, 
which  would  have  rendered  him  incapable  of  being  a  surety 
to  pay  that  debt  for  us ;  neither  had  he  the  least  degree  of  the 
corruption  of  nature,  being  conceived  in  an  extraordinary  way, 
and  sanctified  from  the  womb  f .  Nor  did  he  ever  coramit  ac- 
tual sin,  for  he  was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from 
sinners. 

(4.)  Another  thing  observed  in  the  character  of  a  surety, 
which  is  very  agreeable  to  Christ,  is  ;  that  what  he  engaged  to 
pay  was  his  own,  or  at  his  ov/n  disposal,  he  did  not  offer  any 
injury  to  justice,  by  paying  a  debt  that  was  before  due  to  it, 
or  by  performing  any  service  which  he  had  no  warrant  to  do. 
It  is  trut,  he  gave  his  life  a  ransom,  but  consider  him  as  a  di- 

•   Volenti  non  ^t  injuria. 
i  See  Vol  II.  Vut'K  281, 
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vine  Person,  and  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to  dispose  or  ol^ 
lay  down  that  lite  which  he  had  as  man.  Did  he  consent,  in 
the  eternal  transaction  between  the  Father  and  him,  to  be  in- 
carnate, and  in  our  nature  to  perform  the  work  of  a  Surety  ? 
this  was  an  act  of  his  sovereign  will;  and  therefore  whatever 
he  paid  as  a  ransom  for  us,  was,  in  the  highest  sense,  his  own.. 
The  case  was  not  the  same  as  though  one  man  should  offer  to 
lay  down  his  life  for  another,  who  has  no  power  to  dispose  of 
his  life  at  pleasure.  We  are  not  lords  of  our  own  lives ;  as 
we  do  not  come  into  the  world  by  our  own  wills,  we  are  not 
to  go  out  of  it  when  we  please ;  but  Christ  was  as  God,  if  I 
may  so  express  myself,  lord  of  himself,  of  all  that  he  did  and 
suftered  as  man ;  by  which  I  understand  that  he  had  a  right  as 
God  to  consent  or  determine  to  do,  and  suffer  whatever  he  did 
and  suffered  as  man ;  therefore  the  debt  which  he  paid  in  the 
human  nature  was  his  own. 

(5.)  As  it  has  been  before  observed,  that  in  some  cases  he 
that  is  williiig  to  substitute  himself  as  a  surety  in  the  room  ol 
the  debtor,  must  be  accepted,  and  approved  by  him  to  whom 
it  was  due;  and  in  this  respect  our  Saviour's  substitution  as 
our  surety  in  our  room,  had  a  sanction  from  God  the  Father; 
who  gave  many  undeniable  evidences  that  what  he  did  and  suf- 
fered for  us,  was  accepted  by  him  as  really  as  though  it  had 
been  done  by  us  in  our  own  persons,  which,  as  was  before  ob- 
served, might  have  been  refused  by  him,  it  being  the  payment 
of  a  debt  of  obedience  and  sufferings.  Now  that  God  the  Fa- 
ther testified  his  acceptance  of  Christ  as  our  surety,  appears, 

1.  From  his  well-pleasedness  with  him,  both  before  and  af- 
ter his  incarnation ;  before  he  came  into  the  world,  God  seems 
to  speak  with  pleasure  in  the  fore-thought  of  what  he  would  be, 
and  do,  as  Mediator,  when  he  says.  Behold  my  servant  whom 
I  uphold^  mine  elect^  in  xvhoni  viy  sold  delightethy  Isa.  xlii.  1. 
And  he  is  also  said  to  be  xvell  pleased  for  his  righteousness  sakc^ 
ver.  21.  or  in  his  determining  before  hand  that  he  should,  as 
Mediator,  bring  in  that  righteousness  which  would  tend  to 
magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable. 

Moreover,  his  having  anointed  him  by  a  previous  designa- 
tion to  this  work,  as  the  prophet  intimates,  speaking  of  him  be- 
fore his  incarnation,  Isa.  Ixi.  1.2.  is  certainly  an  evidence  of 
his  being  approved  to  be  our  surety.  And  when  he  was  in- 
carnate, God  approved  of  him,  when  engaged  in  the  work 
which  he  came  into  the  world  about ;  thus,  when  he  was  solemn- 
ly set  apart,  by  baptism  to  the  discharge  of  his  public  minis- 
try, we  read  of  a  voice  from  heaven,  saying.  This  is  my  be- 
loved Son^  in  zvhom  J  am  well  pleased^  Matt.  iii.  17.  And  to 
this  we  may  add,  that  there  was  the  most  undeniable  proof  of 
God's  well  pleasedriess  with  him,  as  having  accomplished  this 
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work,  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  set  him  at  his 
own  right  hand,  in  heavenly  places. 

2.  This  may  be  farther  argued  fi-om  his  justifying  and  sav- 
ing those  for  whom  he  undertook  to  be  a  surety,  before  the  debt 
was  actually  paid ;  and  his  applying  the  same  blessings  to  hi;i 
people,  since  the  work  of  redemption  was  finished.  The  ap- 
plication of  what  Chi'ist  undertook  to  purchase,  is  an  evidence 
of  the  acceptableness  of  the  price.  And  this  may  be  consider- 
ed, either  as  respecting  those  that  were  saved  before  his  in- 
carnation and  death ;  or  those  who  are,  from  that  time,  in  all 
succeeding  ages,  made  partakers  pf  the  saving  benefits  procur- 
ed thereby.  Before  the  actual  accomplishment  of  what  he  un- 
dertook to  do  and  suffer,  as  our  surety,  God  the  Father  trust- 
ed him,  and,  by  virtue  of  his  promising  to  pay  the  debt,  dis- 
charged the  Old  Testament  saints  from  condemnation,  as  ef- 
fectually as  though  it  had  been  actually  paid.  There  are  some 
cases  in  which  a  surety's  undertaking  to  pay  a  debt,  is  reckon- 
ed equivalent  to  the  actual  payment  of  it ;  namely,  when  it  is 
impossible  that  he  should  make  a  failure  in  the  payment  there- 
of, either  though  mutability,  or  a  fickelness  of  temper,  indu- 
cing him  to  change  his  purpose ;  or  from  unfaithfulness,  which 
might  render  him  regardless  of  his  engagement  to  pay  it :  or 
from  some  change  in  his  circumstances  whereby,  though  he 
once  was  able  to  pay  it,  he  afterwards  becomes  unable  :  I  say, 
if  none  of  these  things  can  take  place,  and  especially,  if  the 
creditor,  by  not  demanding  present  payment,  receives  some 
advantage,  which  is  an  argument  that  he  does  not  stand  in  need 
thereof:  in  these  cases  the  promise  to  pay  a  debt  is  equivalent 
to  the  payment  of  it. 

Kov/  these  things  may  well  be  applied  to  Chrlst^s  Underta- 
king to  pay  our  debt :  it  was  impossible  that  he  should  fail  in 
the  accomplishment  of  what  he  had  undertaken ;;  or  change  his 
purpose,  and  so,  though  he  designed  to  do  it,  enter  into  other 
measures;  or,  though  he  had  promised  to  do  it,  be  unfaithful 
in  the  accomplishment  thereof,  these  things  being  all  inconsis- 
tent with  the  character  of  his  person  who  undertook  it ;  and, 
though  he  suffered  for  us  in  the  human  nature,  it  was  his  di- 
vine nature  that  undertook  to  do  it  therein,  which  is  infinitely 
free  from  the  least  imputation  of  weakness,  mutability,  or  un- 
faithfulness :  and,  Avhereas  the  present  payment  was  not  im- 
mediately demanded,  nor  designed  to  be  made  till  the  fulness 
of  time  was  come,  his  forbearance  hereof  was  compensated  by 
that  revenue  of  glory  which  accrued  to  tlie  divine  name,  and 
that  honour  that  redounded  to  the  Mediator,  by  the  salvation 
of  the  elect,  before  his  incarnation ;  and  this  was  certainly  art 
undeniable  evidence  of  God's  approving  his  undertaking. 

Vol.  III.  L 


82  or  JUSTIFICATION'.    . 

And  since  the  work  of  redemption  has  been  completed,  all 
those  who  are,  or  shall  be  brought  to  glory,  have,  in  them^ 
selves,  a  convincing  proof  of  God's  being  well  pleased  v/ith 
Christ,  as  substituted  in  their  room  and  stead,  to  pay  the  debt 
that  was  due  from  them  to  his  justice,  as  the  foundation  of 
their  justification.  From  hence  it  plainly  appears,  that  Christ 
was  substituted  as  a  surety  in  our  room  and  stead,  to  do  that 
for  us  which  was  necessary  for  our  justification ;  and  we  have 
sufficient  ground  to  conclude,  that  he  was  so  from  scripture, 
from  whence  alone  it  can  be  proved,  it  being  a  matter  of  pure 
revelation.  Thus  he  is  said,  in  express  terms,  to  have  been 
made  a  suretij  of  a  better  testament,  Heb.  vii.  22.  and  that  as 
our  surety,  he  has  paid  that  debt  of  sufferings  which  was  due 
from  us,  is  evident,  in  that  he  is  said  to  offer  himself  a  sacr'i- 
Jice  for  our  sins^  ver.  27".  and  to  have  been  07ice  offered  to.  hear 
the  sins  ofniani/,  chap.  ix.  28.  and  from  his  being  holy,  harm- 
less, undefiled,  and  separate  from  sinners,  the  apostle  argues, 
that  he  had  no  occasion  to  offer  a  sacrifice  for  himself,  or  that 
he  had  no  sin  of  his  own  to  be  charged  with,  therefore,  herein 
he  bore  or  answered  for  our  sins :  thus  the  apostle  Peter  says, 
He  bare  our  sins  in  his  ozvji  bodij,  on  the  tree,  by  whose  stripes 
xvc  are  healed,  1  Pet.  ii.  24.  And  elsewhere,  we  read  of  his 
being  made  sin  for  us,  who  kneiv  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  him,  2  Cor.  v.  21.  that  is,  he,  who 
had  no  guilt  of  his  own  to  ansAver  for,  submitted  to  be  charged 
with  our  guilt,  to  stand  in  our  room  and  stead,  and  according- 
ly to  be  made  a  sacrifice  for  sin;  all  this  implies  as  much  as 
his  being  made  a  surety  for  us.  But  this  having  been  particu- 
larly insisted  on  elsewhere  in  speaking  concerning  Christ's 
satisfaction,  which  could  not  be  explained  without  taking  oc- 
casion to  mention  his  being  substituted  in  the  room  and  stead 
of  those  for  whom  he  paid  a  price  of  redemption ;  and  having 
also  considered  the  meaning  of  those  scriptures  that  speak  of 
his  bearing  our  sins,  we  shall  proceed  to  consider  *. 

3.  What  Christ  did,  pursuant  to  this  character,  namely,  as 
our  surety,  as  he  paid  all  that  debt  which  the  justice  of  God 
demanded  from  us,  which  consisted  in  active  and  passive  obe- 
dience. There  was  a  debt  of  active  obedience  demanded  from 
man  as  a  creature  ;  and  upon  his  failure  of  paying  it,  when  he 
sinned,  it  became  an  out-standing  debt,  due  from  us ;  but  such 
as  could  never  be  paid  by  us.  God  determines  not  to  justify 
any,  unless  this  out-standing  debt  be  paid  ;  Christ,  as  our  sure- 
ty, engages  to  take  the  payment  of  it  on  himself:  and,  whereas 
this  defect  of  obedience,  together  with  all  actual  transgressions, 
which  proceeded  from  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  render  us 
guilty  or  liable  to  the  stroke  of  vindictive  justice,  Christ,  a5 
♦  See  Vol  II.  page  288. 
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our  surety,  undertakes  to  bear  that  also  :  this  we  generally  call 
the  imputation  of  our  sin  to  Christ,  the  placing  our  debt  to  his 
account,  and  the  transferring  the  debt  of  punishment,  which 
was  due  from  us  to  him,  upon  which  account  he  is  said  to  yield 
obedience,  and  suffer  in  our  room  and  stead,  or  to  perform 
active  and  passive  obedience  for  us ;  which  two  ideas  the 
apostle  joins  in  one  expression,  when  he  says,  that  he  became 
obedient  itnto  deaths  Phil.  ii.  8.  But  this  having  been  been  in- 
sisted on  elsewhere,  under  the  head  of  Christ's  satisfaction  *, 
where  we  shewed,  not  only  that  Christ  performed  active  as 
well  as  passive  obedience  for  us,  but  endeavoured  to  answer 
the  objections  that  are  generally  brought  against  Christ's  active 
obedience,  being  part  of  that  debt  which  he  engaged  to  pay  for 
us;  we  shall  pass  it  by  at  present. 

But  that  which  may  farther  be  added,  to  prove  that  our  sin 
and  guilt  were  imputed  to  him,  may  be  argued  from  his  being 
said  to  be  made  a  curse  for  us,  in  order  to  his  redeeming  us 
from  the  curse  of  the  law.  Gal.  iii.  13.  and  also  from  his  being- 
made  sin  Jar  us,  that  we  rnig'ht  be  made  the  righteousness  of 
God  in  him,  2  Cor.  v.  21.  And  also  from  other  scriptures, 
that  speak  of  him  as  suffering,  though  innocent ;  punished  for 
sin,  though  he  was  at  the  same  time  the  Lamb  of  God,  with- 
out spot  or  blemish;  dealt  with  as  guilty,  though  he  had  never 
contracted  any  guilt,  and  being  made  a  sacrifice  for  sin,  though 
sinless,  which  could  not  have  been  done  consistently  with  the 
justice  of  God,  had  not  our  sins  been  placed  to  his  account,  or 
imputed  to  him. 

It  is  indeed  a  very  difficult  thing  to  convince  some  persons, 
how  Christ  could  be  charged  with  sin,  or  have  sin  imputed  to 
him,  in  consistency  with  the  sinless  purity  of  his  nature,  which 
some  think  to  be  no  better  than  a  contradiction,  though  it  be 
agreeable  to  the  scripture  mode  of  speaking,  viz.  He  was  made 
sin  for  its,  and  yttknexv  no  sin,  2  Cor.  v.  21.  However,  when 
we  speak  of  sin's  being  imputed  to  him,  we  are  far  from  in- 
sinuating, that  he  committed  any  acts  of  sin;  or,  that  his  hu- 
man nature  was,  in  the  least,  inclined  to,  or  defiled  thereby ; 
we  choose  therefore  to  use  the  scripture  phrase,  in  which  he  is 
s  aid  to  have  borne  our  sins,  rather  than  to  say,  that  he  was  a 
f.inner;  much  less  would  I  give  countenance  to  that  expres- 
sion which  some  make  use  of,  that  he  was  the  greatest  sinner 
In  the  world ;  since  I  do  not  desire  to  apply  a  word  to  him, 
which  is  often  taken  in  a  sense  not  in  the  least  applicable  to  the 
holy  Jesus.  We  cannot  be  too  cautious  in  our  expressions, 
lest  the  nciost  common  sense  in  which  we  understand  the  great- 
est sinner,  when  applied  to  men,  should  give  any  one  a  wrong 
idea  of  him,  as  though  he  had  committed,  or  were  defiled  with 
*  See  Vul  II.  page  280—293. 
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sin.  All  that  we  assert  is,  that  he  was  charged  with  our  sins, 
when  he  suffered  for  them,  not  with  having  committed  them ; 
but  with  the  guilt  of  them,  which,  by  his  own  consent,  was  im- 
puted to  him  ,■  otherwise  his  suffei  ings  could  not  have  been  a 
punishment  for  sin ;  and  if  they  had  not  been  so,  our  sin  could 
not  have  been  expiated,  nor  would  his  sufferings  have  been  the 
ground  of  our  justification.   This  leads  us  to  consider, 

4.  The  reference  that  Christ's  suretyship-righteousness  has 
to  our  justification.  This  is  generally  styled  its  being  imputed; 
■which  is  a  word  very  much  used  by  those  who  plead  tor  the 
scripture-sense  of  the  doctrine  of  justification,  and  as  much  op- 
posed by  them  that  deny  it ;  and  we  are  obliged  to  defend  the 
use  of  it;  otherwise  Christ's  righteousness,  how  glorious  so- 
ever it  be  in  itself,  would  not  avail  for  our  justification.  Here 
it  is  necessary  for  us  to  explain  what  we  mean  by  the  imputa- 
tion of  Christ's  righteousness. 

There  are  some  who  oppose  this  doctrine,  by  calling  it  a  pu- 
tative righteousness,  the  shadow  or  appearance  of  that  which 
has  in  it  no  reality,  or  our  being  accounted  what  we  are  not, 
whereby  a  wrong  judgment  is  passed  on  persons  and  things. 
However,  we  are  not  to  deny  it  because  it  is  thus  misrepre- 
sented, and  thereby  unfairly  opposed :  it  is  certain,  that  there 
are  such  words  used  in  scripture,  and  often  applied  to  this 
doctrine,  which,  without  any  ambiguity  or  strain  on  the  sense 
thereof,  may  be  translated,  to  reckon,  to  account,  or  to  place 
a  thing  done  by  another  to  our  account ;  or,  as  we  express 
it,  to  impute.*  And  that,  either  respects  what  is  done  by 
us  ;  or  something  done  by  another  for  us.  The  former  of  these 
senses  our  adversaries  do  not  oppose ;  as  when  it  is  said,  that 
Phinehas  executed  judg-ment^  and  it  was  counted  nnto  him  for 
righteousness^  Psal.  cvi.  31.  that  is,  it  was  approved  by  God  as 
a  righteous  action ;  which  expression  seems  to  obviate  an  ob- 
jection that  some  might  make  against  it ;  supposing,  that  Phi- 
nehas herein  did  that  which  more  properly  belonged  to  the  ci- 
vil magistrate  ;  or,  that  this  judicial  act  in  him,  was  done  with- 
out a  formal  trial,  and,  it  may  be,  too  hastily ;  but  God  owns 
the  action,  and,  in  a  way  of  approbation,  places  it  to  his  account 
for  righteousness,  that  it  should  be  reckoned  a  righteous  action 
throughout  all  generations. 

Again,  sometimes  that  which  is  done  by  a  person,  is  impu- 
icd  to  him,  or  charged  upon  him,  so  that  he  must  answer  for 
it,  or  suffer  the  punishment  due  to  it :  thus  Shimei  says  to  Da- 
vid, Let  not  mif  Lord  irnpute  iniquiti/  unto  me,  2  Sam.  xix.  19. 
that  is,  do  not  charge  that  sin,  which  I  committed,  upon  me, 
cio  as  to  put  me  to  death  for  it,  which  thou  mightest  justly  do, 
f^nd  Stephen  prays,  Lord,  lay  not  this  sin  to  their  chat-ge,  A(;t5 
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V  li.  60.  impute  it  not  to  them,  or  inflict  not  the  punishment  on 
them  that  it  deserves.  No  one  can  deny  that  what  is  done  by 
a  person  himself,  may  be  placed  to  his  own  account ;  so  that: 
he  may  be  rewarded  or  punished  for  it ;  or  it  may  be  approved 
or  disapproved :  but  this  is  not  the  sense  in  which  we  under- 
stand it  when  speaking  concerning  the  imputation  of  Christ's 
^•ighteousness  to  us ;  for  this  supposes  that  which  is  done  by  ano- 
ther, to  be  placed  to  our  account.  This  is  the  main  thing  v/hich 
is  denied  by  those  who  have  other  sentiments  of  the  doctrine 
we  are  maintaining ;  and,  they  pretend,  that  for  God  to  account 
Christ's  righteousness  ours,  is  to  take  a  wrong  estimate  of 
things,  to  reckon  that  done  by  us  which  was  not ;  which  is  con- 
trary to  the  wisdom  of  God,  who  can,  by  no  means,  entertain 
any  false  ideas  of  things ;  and  if  the  action  be  reckoned  ours, 
then  the  character  of  the  person  performing  it,  must  also  be 
applied  to  us ;  which  is  to  make  us  sharers  in  Christ's  Media- 
torial office  and  glory. 

But  this  is  the  most  perverse  sense  which  can  be  put  on 
words,  or  a  setting  this  doctrine  in  such  a  light  as  no  one  takes 
it  in,  wiio  pleads  for  it :  we  do  not  suppose,  that  God  looks 
upon  man  with  his  all-seeing  eye,  as  having  done  that  which 
Christ  did,  or  to  sustain  the  character  which  belongs  to  him  in 
doing  it ;  we  are  always  reckoned,  by  him,  as  offenders,  or  con- 
tracting guilt,  and  unable  to  do  any  thing  that  can  make  an 
atonement  for  it.  Therefore,  what  interest  soever  we  have  in 
what  Christ  did,  it  is  not  reputed  our  action;  but  God's  im- 
puting Christ's  righteousness  to  us,  is  to  be  taken  in  a  forensic 
sense,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  idea  of  a  debt  being  paid  by  a 
surety  :  it  is  not  supposed  that  the  debtor  paid  the  debt  which 
the  surety  paid  ;  but  yet  it  is  placed  to  his  account,  or  imputed 
to  him  as  reallj^  as  though  he  had  paid  it  himself.  Thus  what 
Christ  did  and  suffered  in  our  room  and  stead,  is  as  much  pla- 
ced to  our  account,  as  though  we  had  done  and  suffered  it  our- 
selves ;  so  that  by  virtue  hereof  we  are  discharged  from  con- 
demnation, (a) 

(fl)  "  I  am  not  without  painfiil  apprehension,  said  Peter  to  Jolin,  tliiil  the  views 
of  our  friend  James  on  some  of  the  doctvines  of  the  gospel,  are  unhappily  divert- 
ed from  tl)e  truth.  I  suspect  he  does  not  believe  in  the  proper  imputation  of  sin 
to  Christ,  or  of  Christ's  righteousness  to  us ;  nor  in  his  being  our  substitute,  or 
representative. 

Johi.  Those  are  serious  things ;  but  what  are  the  grounds,  brother  Peter,  on 
which  your  suspicions  rest  ? 

Peter.  Partly  what  he  has  pulilished,  which  I  cannot  reconcile  witli  those  doc- 
trines ;  and  partly  what  he  has  said  in  my  hearing,  which  I  consider  as  an  avowal 
of  what  I  have  stated. 

Jo]f!i.  What  say  you  to  this,  brother  James  ?  ' 

James.  I  cannot  tell  whether  what  I  have  v/ritten  or  spoken  accords  with  bro- 
ther Peter's  ideas  on  these  subjects  :  hideed  I  suspect  it  does  not :  but  I  never 
tjiought  of  calling  cither  of  iW.  doctrines  in  question,  Were  I  to  rcliiKi'iisU  the 
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Tills  is  the  sense  in  which  we  understand  the  imputation  of 
Christ's  righteousness  to  us  ;  and  it  is  agreeable  to  the  account 
we  have  thereof  in  scripture  :  thus  we  are  said  to  be  made  the 

©ne  or  the  other,  1  should  be  at  a  loss  for  j^round  on  which  to  rest  my  salvation. 
>Vhiit  he  soys  of  my  avowing'  my  disbelief  of  them  in  his  heari'ig  must  be  a  mis- 
understanding. I  did  say,  1  suspected  tliat  his  views  of  imputatiun  and  substitu- 
tioa  were  unscriptural ;  but  had  no  intention  of  diso'-vninij  the  doctriues  them- 
selves. 

I-eter.  Brother  James,  I  have  no  desire  to  assume  any  dominion  over  your 
fiulh  ;  but  should  be  glad  to  know  what  are  your  ideas  on  these  important  sub- 
jects. Do  you  hold  tiuit  sin  was  pioperly  imputed  to  Christ,  or  tiiat  Christ's 
righteousness  is  properly  imputed  to  us,  or  not } 

James.  You  are  quite  at  liberty,  brother  Peter,  to  ask  me  any  questions  on 
thcie  subjects ;  and  if  you  will  hear  me  patiently,  1  will  answer  you  as  explicitly 
as  I  am  able. 

John.  Do  so,  brother  James ;  and  we  shall  hear  you  not  only  patiently,  but,  I 
trust,  witli  pleasure. 

James.  To  impute,*  signifies  »n  general,  to  charg'e,  reckon,  ov  place  to  accounlf 
according  to  the  different  objects  to  which  it  is  applied.  Tiiis  word,  Lke  many 
otiicr.s,  has  VLproper,  and  an  improper  or  figurative  meaning. 

First :  It  is  applied  to  the  charging,  reckoning,  or  placing  to  the  account  of  per- 
sons and  things,  that  which  properly  keloxgs  to  THtai.  This  I  consider  as  its 
/rq/ber- meaning.  In  this  sense  the  word  is  used  in  the  following  passages.  "Eli 
thought  she,  (Hannah,)  had  been  drunken — Hanan  and  Mattaniah,  the  treasurers 
were  counted  faithful — Let  a  man  so  account  of  us  as  the  ministers  of  Christ,  and 
stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God — Let  such  an  one  tiduk  this,  that  such  as  we 
are  in  word  by  letters  when  we  are  absent,  such  will  we  be  also  indeed  when  we 
are  present — I  reckon  that  the  sufferings  of  tiiis  present  time  are  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  tlie  glory  that  shall  be  revealed  in  us."|-  Reckoning  or  ac- 
counting, in  the  above  instances,  is  no  other  than  judging  of  persons  and  things 
accorchiig  lo  -what  they  are,  or  appear  to  be.  To  impute  sin  in  this  sense  is  to  charge 
guilt  upon  the  guilty  in  a  judicial  way,  or  with  a  view  to  punishment.  Thus  Shi- 
mei  besought  David  that  his  iniquity  might  not  he  imputed  to  him;  thus  the  man 
ifS  pronounced  blessed  to  whom  the  Lord  impnlelh  not  ini<iiiity :  and  thus  Paul 
prayed  that  the  sin  of  those  who  deserted  him  might  not  Oa  laid  lo  their  charge.% 

In  this  sense  the  term  is  ordinarily  used  in  common  life.  To  impiite  treason 
or  anv  other  crime  to  a  man,  is  t!ie  same  thing  as  charging  him  with  having  com- 
mitted it,  and  with  a  view  to  his  beinij  punisiied. 

Secondly:  It  is  applied  to  the  charging,  reckonings  or  pi  a  civ g  to  the  account  ot 
persons  and  things,  t;mt  which  does  not  PROpj;ai,jf  belo^to  to  Tiir.^t,  as  though 
IT  DID.  This  I  consider  as  its  improper  or  figurative  meaning.  In  this  sense  the 
word  is  u.sed  in  the  following  passa;^;es — "  Anil  thi-?  your  heave-otfering  shall  be 
reckoned  imin  j'ou  as  though  it  -..-iTe  the  corn  of  the  thrcshing-fioor  and  as  the  ful- 
ness of  the  wine-press — Wherefore  hidest  thou  thy  face,  and  holdest  me  for  thine 
enemy — If  the  uncircumcision  keep  the  righteousness  of  the  law,  shall  not  his 
uncircumcision  be  counted 'ior  circumcision — If  he  hath  wronged  thee,  oroweth 
thee  aught, /;«;  that  on  mine  account."^ 

It  is  in  this  latter  .sense  that  I  understand  tlie  term  when  applied  to  justifica- 
tion. "  Abraham  believed  Cod,  and  it  was  co2intcd  unto  him  for  righteousness — 
To  him  that  worketh  not,  but  bclieveth  on  him  that  justificlh  the  ungodly,  his 
faith  is  counted  for  righteousnes-s."  The  counting,  or  reckoning,  in  these  instan- 
ces, is  not  a  judging  of  tilings  as  they  are ;  but  «s  they  are  not,  as  though  they 
Tjcrc.  I  do  not  think  that  f;iith  here  means  the  righteousness  of  the  Messiah :  for 
it  is  expressly  called  "  believing."  It  means  believing,  however,  not  as  a  virtu- 

*  y\SV\;  Myi^cjuiti. 

t  1  Sam.  i.t3.   Nfh.  xiii.  1.^.  1  Cor.  iv.  1.  2  Cor.  x.  It.  Rom.  viii.lS. 

i  2  Sam.  xix.  19.    I'.s.  xxxii.  2.   2  Tim.  iv.  16. 

§  Nam.  xviii.  S7— 30.  Job  xiii.  24.  Rom.  ii.  26.  I'bilfm.  13. 
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'nghteausyicss  of  God  in  him,  2  Cor.  v.  21.  the  abstract  being 
put  for  the  concrete ;  that  is,  we  are  denominated  and  dealt 
with  as  righteous  persons,  acquitted  and  discharged  from  con- 

«>  ■  "  .    ■ .  .   , 

oxis  exercise  of  the  mind  which  God  consented  to  accept  instead  of  perfect  ol>e- 
dience,  but  as  haviug  respect  to  the  pmnised  Messiah,  and  so  to  his  righteousness 
as  the  ground  of  acceptance*  Justification  is  ascribed  to  f^iith,  as  healing  fre- 
quently is  in  the  New  Testament;  not  as  that  from  which  the  virtue  proceeds, 
but  as  that  which  receives  from  the  Saviour's  fulness. 

But  if  it  were  allowed  that  faith  in  these  passages  really  means  the  object  be- 
lieved in,  still  this  was  not  Abraham's  oion  rig-hteousness,  and  could  not  be  ])ro- 
pei'ly  cuuiUedby  him  who  judges  of  things  as  they  are,  as  being  so.  It  was  rec- 
koned unto  hini  as  if  it  were  his ;  and  the  effects,  or  benefits  of  it  were  actually 
imparted  to  liim :  but  this  was  all.  Abraham  did  not  become  meritorious,  or 
cease  to  be  unworthy. 

"  What  is  it  to  place  our  righteousness  in  the  obedience  of  Christ,  (says  Cal- 
villi)  but  to  affirm  that  hereby  only  we  are  accounted  righteous ;  because  the  obe- 
dience of  Christ  is  imputed  to  us  as  if  it  weke  orn  own."-}' 

It  is  thus  also  that  1  understand  the  imputation  of  sin  to  Christ.  He  was  ac- 
counted in  the  divine  administration  cst/"  Ae  were,  or  had  Aee.'i  the  sinner,  that 
those  who  believe  in  him  might  be  accounted  us  if  they  ~,vere,  or  had  been  t'tg^- 
teous. 

Brethren,  I  have  done.  Whether  my  statement  be  just  or  not,  Ir^ope  it  will  be 
allowed  to  be  explicit. 

John.  That  it  certainly  is ;  and  we  thank  you.  Have  you  .^ly  other  questions, 
brother  Peter,  to  ask  upon  the  subject  ? 

Peter.  How  do  you  understand  the  apostle  in  2  Cor.  v.  21.  //?  hath  made  hi:n 
to  be  sin  fur  us,  ■iuho  knew  no  si7i,  that  we  might  be  made  ilw  righteousness  of  God 
in  him  ? 

James.  Till  lately  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  thouglit  closely  upon  it.  I  have  un- 
derstood that  several  of  our  best  writers  consider  the  word  a/urtpri*  {si/i)  as  fre- 
quently meaning  a  sin-of/tring-.  Dr.  Owen  so  interprets  it  in  bis  answer  to  Bid- 
dle,t  though  it  seems  he  afterwards  changed  his  mind.  Considering  the  opposi- 
tion between  the  sin  which  Christ  v/as  made,  and  the  righteousness  which  wa 
are  made,  together  with  the  same  word  being  used  for  that  which  he  was  niadc,  and 
that  which  he  k-nev  not,  I  am  inclined  to  be  of  the  doctor's  last  opin'-'-'T ;  namely, 
that  tlie  sin  which  Christ  was  made,  means  sin  itself ;  and  the  rig;hteoiisnes» 
which  we  are  made,  means  righteousness  itself  I  doubt  not  but  that  t!ie  allusion 
is  to  the  sin-offering  under  the  law ;  but  not  to  its  being  tnade  a  sacrifice.  Let  me 
be  a  little  more  particular.  'I'here  were  two  things  belonging  to  the  sin-oftering. 
First  ■  The  imputation  of  the  sins  of  the  people,  signitied  by  the  priest's  laying 
his  hands  upon  the  liead  of  tlie  animal,  and  coafi  ssing-  over  it  their  transgres- 
sions ;  and  which  is  called  "  putting  them  upon  it."§  That  is,  it  was  counted  in 
the  divine  administration  as  if  the  animal  had  been  the  sinner,  and  the  only  sin- 
ner of  the  n.ation.  Secondly/ :  Offering  it  in  sacrifice,  or  "  killing  it  before  the  Lord 
for  an  atonement."!!  Now  the  phrase,  7nade  sin,  in  2  Cor.  v.  21.  appears  to  retei" 
to  ihejirst  step  in  this  process  in  order  to  the  last.  It  is  expressive  of  what  iiVas 
preparatory  to  Christ's  suffering  death  rather  than  of  the  thing  it.self,  just  as 
our  being  7nade  righteousness  expresses  what  was  preparatory  to  God's  bestow- 
Lag  upon  us  eternal  life.  But  the  term  made  is  not  to  be  taken  literally ;  for  that 
wouhl  convey  the  idea  of  Christ's  being  really  the  subject  of  moral  evil.  It  is  ex- 
pressive of  a  divine  constitution,  by  which  our  Redeemer  with  his  own  consent, 
stofxl  in  the  sinner's  place,  as  though  he  had  been  himself  the  transgressor ;  just 
as  the  sin-offering  under  the  law  was,  in  mercy  to  Israel,  reckoned  or  accounted 
to  have  the  sins  of  the  people  "  put  upon  its  head,"  with  this  dift'erenco ;  tliat 
was  only  a  shadow,  but  this  went  really  to  take  away  sin. 

•  Expository  Disceurses  on  Gen.  xv.  1—0.  Aljo  Calvin's  Inst.  bk.  Hi.  ch.  x.'i.  »  7  ■  •  !■  -; 
bk.  iil,  ch.  si.  I  ?..        4  p.  510.        f,  Ltrc.  \vi.  31.        li  L«v.  i.  4,  5. 
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demnallon  in  the  virtue  of  -what  was  done  by  him,  who  ia  else^^ 
"ivhcre  styled,  The  Lord  our  righteousness  ;  and  the  apostle 
speaks  of  his  having  Chriat^s  righteousjiess,  Phil.  iii.  9.  that  is^ 

■  ■-    ■  -    ■  ■  -  -  ■  ..■..,-_(, 

Peter.  Do  you  consider  Christ  as  having  been  punished,  real'y  and  properly 

rUNISHED  ? 

Jiimes.  I  should  think  I  do  not.  But  what  do  you  mean  by  punishnient  ? 

Peter.  An  innocent  person  may  suffer,  but,  properly  speaking,  he  cannot  be 
pum.i/ied.  Punishment  necessarily  supposes  criminality. 

James.  Just  so ;  and  therefore  as  1  do  not  believe  that  Jesus  was  in  any  sense 
criminal,  1  cannot  say  he  was  really  and  properly  punished. 

Peter.  Punishment  is  the  infliction  of  natural  evil  for  the  commission  of  moral 
evil.  It  is  not  necessary,  however,  that  the  latter  should  have  been  committed 
by  the  party — Criminality  is  supposed :  but  it  may  be  either  personal  or  imputed. 

James.  This  I  cannot  admit.  Real  and  proper  punishment,  if  I  understand  the 
terms,  is  not  only  the  infliction  of  natural  evil  for  the  commission  of  moral  evil; 
but  the  infliction  of  the  one  upon  the  person  vjho  committed  the  other,  and  in  dis- 
pleasure  against  1dm.  It  not  only  supposes  criminality,  but  that  the  party  punish- 
ed was  literally  the  criminal.  Criminality  committed  by  one  party,  and  imputed 
to  another,  is  not  a  ground  for  real  and  proper  punishment.  If  Paul  had  sustain- 
ed the  punishment  due  to  Onesimus  for  having  wronged  his  master,  yet  it  would 
not  have  been  real  and  proper  punishment  to  him,  but  suffering  only,  as  not  being 
inflicted  in  displeasure  against  him.  I  am  aware  of  wjiat  has  been  said  on  this 
subject,  that  there  was  a  more  intimate  nnion  between  Christ  and  those  for  whom 
he  died,  than  could  ever  exist  between  creatui'es.  But  be  it  so,  it  is  enough  for 
me  that  the  union  was  not  such  as  that  the  actions  of  the  one  became  those  of 
THE  OTHEH.  Christ,  even  in  the  act  of  offering  himself  a  sacrifice,  when,  to  speak 
in  the  language  of  the  Jewish  law,  the  sins  of  the  people  were  put  or  laid  upon 
him,  gave  himself  nevertheless  the  jtjst  foh  the  unjust. 

Peter.  And  thus  it  is  that  you  understand  the  words  of  Isaiah,  The  Lord  hath 
laid  on  him  the  iniqvity  of  us  all? 

James-  Yes,  he  bore  the  punishment  due  to  our  sins,  or  that  which,  consider- 
ing the  dignity  of  his  person,  was  equivalent  to  it.  The  phrase  "  He  shall  bear 
his  iniquity,"  which  so  frequently  occurs  in  the  Old  Testament,  means,  he  shall 
bear  the  punishment  due  to  his  iniquity. 

Peter.  And  yet  you  deny  that  Christ's  sufferings  were  properly  penal. 

Jatnes.  f"'  u  would  not  deny  eternal  life  which  is  promised  to  believers  to  be 
properly  a  reward;  but  you  would  deny  its  being  a  real  and  proper  reward  to 

THEM. 

Peter.  And  what  then .? 

James.  If  eternal  life,  though  it  be  a  reward,  and  we  partake  of  it,  yet  is  really 
and  properly  the  reward  of  Christ's  obedience,  and  not  our's ;  tlien  the  sufferings 
of  Christ,  though  they  were  a  punishment,  and  he  sustained  it,  yet  were  really 
and  properly  the  punishment  of  our  sins,  and  not  his.  What  he  bore  7Ms  punish- 
ment :  that  is,  it  was  the  expression  of  divine  displeasure  against  transgressors. 
So  what  we  enjoy  is  rewaid:  that  is,  it  is  the  expression  of  God'j  well-plcased- 
ness  in  the  obedience  and  death  of  his  Son.  But  neither  is  the  one  a  punishment 
to  him,  nor  the  other,  properly  speaking,  a  reward  to  us. 

There  appears  to  me  great  accuracy  in  the  scriptural  language  on  this  sub- 
ject. What  our  Saviour  underwent  is  almost  always  expressed  b}'  the  term  sitf' 
fering.  Once  it  is  cAXtd  3i  chastisement :  yet  there  he  is  not  said  to  have  been 
chastised ;  but  "  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him.'"  This  is  the  same 
as  saying  he  bore  our  punishment.  He  was  made  a  curse  for  us  :  that  is,  having 
been  reckoned,  or  accounted  the  sinner,  as  though  he  had  actually  been  so,  he 
was  treated  accordingly,  as  one  that  had  deserved  to  be  an  outcast  from  heaven 
and  earth.  I  believe  the  wrath  of  God  that  was  due  to  us  was  poured  upon  him : 
but  I  do  not  believe  that  God  for  one  moment  was  angry  or  displeased  with  him, 
or  that  he  smote  him  from  any  such  displeasure. 

There  is  a  passage  in  Calvin's  fr-rfii'ttey.  which  ?o  ftilly  e^pres'ses  my  mind. 
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having  it  imputed  to  him,  or  having  an  interest  in  it,  or  being 
t-Iealt  with  according  to  the  tenor  thereof;  in  this  i-espect  he  op- 
poses it  to  that  righteousness  which  was  in  him,  as  the  result 

Ihat  I  hope  you  will  excuse  me  if  I  read  it.  You  will  find  it  in  Bk.  ii.  chap.  xvi. 
^  10,  11.  "  It  behoved  hmi  thut  he  should,  as  it  were,  hand  to  hand,  wrestle  witll 
"  the  armies  of  hell,  and  tiie  horror  of  eternal  death.  Tlie  chastisement  of  our 
*'  peace  was  laid  upon  him.  He  was  smitten  of  his  Father  tor  our  crimes,  and 
"  bruised  for  our  iniquities  :  whereby  is  meant  that  he  was  put  in  the  stead  of  the 
"  wicked,  as  surety  and  pledge,  yea,  and  as  the  very  guilty  person  himself,  to 
*'  sustain  and  bear  away  all  tiie  punishments  tiiat  should  have  been  laid  upon 
"  them,  save  only  that  he  could  not  be  holden  of  death.  Yet  do  we  not  mean  that 
"^od  was  at  any  time  either  his  enemy,  or  angry  with  him.  For  how  could  he 
"be  angry  with  his  beloved  Son,  upon  whom  his  mind  rested  .i"  Or  how  could 
*'  Christ  by  his  intercession  appease  his  Father's  wrath  towards  others,  if,  full  of 
**  hatred,  he  had  been  Incensed  against  himself.'  But  this  is  our  meaning — that 
"  he  sustained  the  weight  of  the  divine  displeasure  ;  inasmuch  as  he,  being 
"  stricken  and  tormented  by  the  hand  of  God,  did  feel  all  tue  tokens  ov  god 

**  WHEX  HE  IS  AKCRT  SSV  PUXISHETII." 

Peter.  The  words  of  scripture  are  very  express — He  hath  inade  him  to  be  sin 
for  us — He  was  made  a  curse  for  tis. — You  may,  by  diluting  and  qualifying  inter- 
pretations, soften  what  you  consider  as  intolerable  hurshnens.  In  other  words, 
you  may  choose  to  correct  the  language  and  sentiments  of  inspiration,  and  teach 
the  apostle  to  Speak  of  his  Lord  witli  more  decorum,  lest  his  personal  purity 
should  be  impeached,  and  lest  the  odium  of  the  cross,  annexed  by  divine  law, 
remain  attached  to  his  death  :  but  if  you  :ibide  by  the  obvious  meaning  of  the 
passages,  you  must  hold  with  a  commutation  of  persons,  the  imputation  of  sin  and 
ot  righteousness,  and  a  vicarious  punishment,  equally  pregnant  with  execratio7t 
as  with  death. 

John.  I  wish  brother  Peter  would  forbear  the  use  of  language  which  tends  not 
to  convince,  but  to  irritate. 

James,  if  there  be  any  thing  convincing  in  it,  I  confess  I  do  not  perceive  it-  I 
iidmit  with  Mr.  Charno'ck,  "  That  Christ  was  "  made  sin"  as  if  he  had  sinned  all 
the  sins  of  men  ;  and  we  are  "  made  righteousness,"  as  if  ive  had  not  s\m\tA  Sii 
all."  AVhat  more  is  necessary  to  abide  by  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  words  ?  To 
go  further  mu.st  be  to  maintain  that  Christ's  being  made  sin  means  that  he  was 
Titerally  rendered  wicked,  and  that  his  being  made  a  curse  is  the  sRk'Tft  thing  as 
his  being  punished  for  it  according  to  his  deserts.  Brother  Peter,  I  am  sure,  does 
hot  believe  this  shocking  position  :  but  he  seems  to  think  there  is  a  medium  be- 
tween his  being  treated  as  if  he  ivere  a  sinner,  and  his  being  one.  If  such  a  medi- 
um there  be,  I  should  be  glad  to  discover  it :  at  present  it  appears  to  me  to  have 
DO  existence. 

Brother  Peter  will  not  suspect  me,  I  hope,  of  wishing  to  depreciate  his  judg- 
ment, when  I  say,  that  he  appears  to  me  to  be  attached  to  certain  terms  withoUk 
having  sufficiently  weighed  their  import.  In  most  cases  I  should  think  it  a  pri- 
vilege to  learn  of  him  :  but  in  some  things  I  cannot  agree  with  him.  In  order  to 
maintain  tlie  real  und  proper  punishment  of  Christ,  he  talks  of , his  being  "  guilty 
by  imputation."  The  term  guilty,  I  am  awai-e,  is  often  used  by  theological  wri- 
ters for  an  obligation  to  pu/ushment,  and  so  applies  to  that  voluntary  obligation 
which  Clirist  came  under  to'  sustain  the  punishment  of  our  sins :  but  strictly  speak- 
ing, guilt  is  the  desert  of  punishment ;  and  this  can  never  apply  but  to  the  offen- 
der. It  is  the  opposite  of  innocence.  A  voluntary  obligation  to  endure  the  punish- 
ment of  another  is  not  guilt,  any  more  than  a  consequent  exemption  from  obli- 
gation in  the  offender,  is  innocence.  Both  guilt  and  innocence  are  transferable 
in  their  effects,  but  in  themselves  tliey  are  untraubferahle.  To  say  that  Christ' 
was  reckoned  or  counted  in  the  divine  adminLstration  as  if  he  were  the  sinner,  and 
came  under  an  obligation  to  endure  the  curse  or  punislimcnt  dvie  to  our  sins,  is 
one  thing:  but  to  say  he  (/cicrreJ  that  curse,  is  another.  Cullt,  strictly  speak- 
intr,  is  the  inseparable  attendant  of  transgression,  and  could  never  therefore  fop 
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of  his  own  performances:  and  elsewhere  Christ  is  said  to  be 
madif  of  God  unto  iis  rlghteoimness ;  that  is,  his  fulfilling  the 
law  is  placed  to  our  account ;  and  the  apostle  speaks  of  Clirisfff 

IK-ae \ ■  ,     .,    ■  .  „     ,■  ■_  ...  ■        ,.-» 

ont:  i;i'/ment  occupy  the  conscience  of  Clirist.  If  Christ  by  imputation  became 
r/fs.;iT'««^  of  punish  meat,  we  by  lion-imputiition  cease  to  deserve  it;  and  if  our 
demeixts  be  literally  ti-ansferrcd  to  him,  his  meri'.s  must  of  course  be  the  same 
to  us :  and  then,  instead  of  apjn-oHching-  God  as  guilty  and  univorthy,  %ve  might 
take  consequence  to  ourselves  before  him,  as  not  only  guiltless,  but  meritorious 
beini.-s. 

Peter.  Some  who  profess  to  hold  that  believers  are  justified  by  the  righteous- 
Ticss  of  Christ,  deny,  nevertheless,  that  his  obedience  itself  is  imputed  to  them : 
for  they  maintain  that  the  scripture  represents  believers  as  receiving  only  the 
benefits,  or  effects  of  Christ's  righteousness  in  justification,  or  their  being  par- 
doned and  accepted  for  Christ's  righteousnesi  sake. — But  it  is  not  merely  for  the 
sake  of  Christ,  or  of  what  he  has  done,  that  believers  are  accepted  of  God,  and 
treated  as  completely  righteous ;  but  it  is  ix  him  as  their  Head,  Representative, 
and  Substitute;  and  by  the  imputation  of  that  very  obedience  which  as  such  he 
perfor:ned  to  the  divine  law,  that  they  are  justified. 

James.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righteousness  pre- 
supposes a  union  with  liim  ;  since  there  is  im  perceivable  fitness  in  bestovvmg  bene- 
fits 0!i  one  for  another  a  sake  where  there  is  no  union  or  relation  subsisting  be- 
tween them.  It  IS  not  such  a  union,  however,  as  that  the  actions  of  either  be- 
come THOSE  OF  THE  OTiirR.  I'liHt  "  the  scri]>tures  represent  believers  as  receiving 
only  the  benefits  or  the  effects  of  Christ's  riglUeoiisness  in  justification,"  is  a  re- 
mai  Ic  of  which  I  am  not  able  to  perceive  the  fallacy :  nor  does  it  follow  that  his 
obedience  itself  is  not  imputed  to  them.  Ol^edience  itself  may  be  and  is  imputed, 
wliile  its  effects  only  arc  imparted,  and  consequently  received.  I  never  met  with 
a  person  wlio  held  the  absurd  notion  of  imputed  benefits,  or  imputed  punish- 
ments; and  am  inclined  to  think  there  never  was  such  a  person.  Be  that  how- 
ever as  it  may,  sin  on  the  one  hand  and  righteousness  on  the  other,  axe  the  pro- 
per objects  of  imputation;  but  tliat  imputation  conm/s  in  charging  or  reckon- 
ing them  to  the  account  of  the  paity  in  such  a  way  as  to  impart  to  him  their  evil 
or  beneficial  effects. 

Peter  Tlie  doctrine  for  whicli  I  contend  as  taught  by  tiie  apostle  Paul,  is  nei- 
ther novel,"  ^pr  more  strongly  expressed  than  it  has  formerly  been  by  authors  of 
eminence. 

James.  It  may  be  so.  We  have  been  told  of  an  old  protestant  writer  who  says, 
that  "  In  Clirist,  and  by  him,  every  true  Christian  may  be  called  afidfiller  of  the 
law  .•"  but  I  see  not  why  he  might  not  as  well  have  added.  Every  true  Christian 
may  be  said  to  iiave  been  slsin,  and,  if  not  to  have  redeemed  iiimself  by  his  own 
bloody  yet  to  be  worthy  of  all  that  blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  that  shall  be 
confeiTcd  upon  him  in  the  world  to  come. — What  do  you  think  of  Dr.  Cnisp's 
Sermons .''  Has  he  not  carried  3onr  principles  to  an  extreme j" 

J^eter.  I  cordially  agree  with  Witsius,  as  to  the  impropriety  of  calling  Christ 
a  rdmier,  tridy  a  sinner,  the  s^reatest  of  sinners,  &.c.  yet  I  am  far  from  disappro- 
ving of  what  Dr.  Cnisp,  and  some  others,  nieimt  by  tliose  exceptionable  expres- 
sions. 

James.  If  a  Christian  may  be  called  afidfiller  of  the  law,  on  account  of  Christ's 
obedience  being  imputed  to  him,  I  see  not  why  Christ  may  not  be  called  a  tram- 
pressor  of  the  law,  on  account  of  our  disobedience  being  imputed  to  him.  Per- 
sons and  things  nhoidd  be  ccdhd  what  they  are.  As  to  tlie  meauiji^  of  Dr.  Cbis?, 
I  am  very  willing  to  think  lie  liad  no  ill  design :  but  rny  concern  is  with  the  mean  ■ 
ing  which  his  words  convey  to  his  readers.  He  considers  God  in  charging  our 
sins  on  Christ,  and  accouiUin;^'  his  rigliteousness  to  us,  as  reckoning  of  things  c.^ 
they  are.  (p.  280.)  He  contends  t!iai  Christ  was  riralli;  the  sinner,  or  guilt  could 
not  have  been  laid  upf  u  him.  (p.  272.)  Imputation  of  sin  and  i-igliteousness,  with 
him,  is  literally  and  acu.ully  a  transfeu  of  cuaractek;  and  it  is  the  object  of 
ills  reasoning  to  pr-rsuadc  his  belipving  Lcarfis  tli,.*.  from  hrrceforwar'l  Christ  is 
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c*ei?i^  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  o7ie  that  be- 
/ievcth,  Rom.  x.  4.  which  is  the  same  with  what  he  asserts  in 
other  words  elsewhere  concerning  the  righteousness  of  the  law's 

tile  s.nner,  and  not  they.  "  Hast  thou  been  an  idolater,  saj  s  he ;  u  blusphemer,  a 
*'  despiser  of  God's  word,  a  protkner  ot  his  name  and  ordinances,  a  thict",  a  liar, 
"  a  drunkard — If  thou  hast  ]iart  in  Christ,  all  these  transgressions  of  thine  become 
"  nctuaily  the  trxinsgresisions  of  Christ,  and  so  cease  to  lie  thine  ;  and  t/iou  ceasest  f» 
"  be  a  transgressor  from  the  time  they  luere  hiid  upon  Christ,  to  t/ie  last  hour  of  tfi^ 
"  life:  so  that  now  thou  art  not  an  idolater,  a  persecutor,  a  thief,  a  har,  8cc. — 
•'  thou  art  not  a  sinful  person.  licckon  whatever  .sin  you  commit,  when  as  you 
"  have  part  in  Christ,  you  are  all  that  Christ  was,  and  Christ  is  all  that  you 
"  were." 

If  the  meaiiing  of  this  passage  be  true  and  rood,  I  see  nothing  exceptionable  iu 
the  expressions.  All  that -can  be  said  is,  that  tiie  writer  explicitly  states  his  prin- 
ciple and  avows  its  legitimate  consequences.  I  believe  the  principle  to  be  false. — 
(1.)  Because  neither  sin  nor  righteousness  are  i?j  themselves  transferable.  The 
act  and  deed  of  one  person  may  affect  another  in  many  ways,  but  cannot  possibly 
become  his  act  and  deed. — (2.)  Ik'causc  the  scriptures  uniformly  declare  Christ 
to  be  sinless,  and  believers  to  be  sinful  creatures. — (3.)  Because  believers  them- 
selves have  in  all  ages  confessed  their  sins,  and  applied  to  the  mercy-seat  for/o.--- 
giveness  They  never  plead  such  an  union  as  shall  render  their  sins  not  theirs, 
but  Christ's ;  but  merely  such  a  one  as  affords  ground  to  apply  for  pardon  in  his 
TMme,  or  for  his  sake;  not  as  worthy  claimants,  but  as  unworthy  supplicants.      ; 

Whatever  reasonings  we  may  give  into,  there  are  certain  times  in  which  con^ 
ecience  will  bear  witness,  that  notwithstanding  the  imputation  of  our  sins  to 
Christ,  we  are  actually  the  sinners ;  and  1  should  have  thought  no  good  man 
could  have  gravely  gone  about  to  overturn  its  testimony.  Yet  this  is  what  Dr. 
Crisp  has  done.  "  Believers  think,  says  he,  that  they  find  their  transgressions  iw 
*'  their  own  consciences,  and  they  imagine  that  there  is  a  sting  of  this  poison  still 
*'  behind,  wounding  them  :  but,  beloved,  if  this  principle  be  received  for  a  truth, 
"  that  God  hath  laid  thy  iniquities  on  Chnst,  how  can  thy  transgressions,  be- 
'•  longing  to  Christ,  be  found  in  thy  heai't  and  conscience  ?-— Is  thy  conscience 
*'  Christ .'"  p.  269. 

Perhaps  no  man  has  gone  further  than  Dr.  Crisp  in  his  attempts  at  consisten-- 
ry ;  and  admitting  his  principle,  that  imputation  consists  in  a  transfer  of  characr 
ter,  I  do  not  see  who  can  dispute  \\\s  conclusions.  To  have  been  perfectly  con- 
sistent, however,  he  should  have  proved  that  all  the  confessions  and  lamentations 
of  believers,  recorded  in  scripture,  arose  from  their  being  under  the  mistake 
which  he  Labours  to  rectify ;  that  is,  thinking  sin  did  not  cease  to  be  theirs,  even 
when  under  the  fullest  persuasion  that  the  Lord  would  not  impute  it  to  them, 
but  would  graciously  cover  it  by  the  righteousness  of  his  Son. 

John.  I  think,  brother  Peter,  you  expressed  at  the  beginning  of  our  conver- 
sation, a  strong  suspicion  that  brother  James  denied  the  substitution  of  Christ,  a-* 
well  as  the  proper  imputation  of  sin  and  righteousness.  What  has  passed  on  iht; 
latter  subject  would  probably  tend  either  to  confirm  or  remove  your  suspicions 
respecting  the  former. 

Peter.  I  confess  I  was  mistaken  in  ^ome  of  my  suspicions.  I  consider  our  friend 
as  a  good  man  ;  but  am  far  from  being  satisfletl  with  what  I  still  understand  ty 
be  his  views  on  this  important  subject. 

John.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  the  honest  concessions  of  brethren^ 
when  they  feel  themselves  in  any  measure  to  have  gone  too  far. 

I'eter.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  brother  James's  statement  on  substitution,  and 
to  know  whether  he  considers  our  Lord  in  his  undertaking  as  having  sustained 
the  character  of  a  Head,  or  Representative;  and  if  so,  whether  the  persons  for 
whom  he  was  a  sub.stitute  were  the  elect  only,  or  mankind  in  general. 

James.  I  must  acknowledge  that  on  this  subject  I  feel  considerably  at  a  Iosf 
I  have  no  consciousness  of  having  ever  called  the  doctrine  of  substitution  in 
question.  On  the  contrary-,  my  hope  of  taivation  rests  upon  it ;  and  the  ciijn  o^ 
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heinff  fulfilled  in  ?«,  chap.  viii.  3,  4.  who  could  not  be  jastified 
by  our  own  obedience  to  it,  in  that  it  tvas  weak  through  the 
Jiesh^  or  by  reason  of  our  fallen  state  ;  therefore  Christ  did  this 

r.'    ',  ,'    ,         ■  a:  " »  I  •  ■ —    .    ■  .        ■        I.  _    _  ■  __. 

my  dclijjht,  as  a  minister  of  the  gospel,  consists  in  it.  If  I  know  any  thing  of  my 
own  heart,  I  can  say  of  my  Saviour  as  laying  cIom'^i  liis  life  for,  or  inKtcad  of  sin- 
ners, as  was  said  of  Jerusalem  h\'  the  captives—//"  I  forget  tiike,  let  my  right  hand 
forget  :  If  I  do  not  remember  thke,  let  imj  tovgue  cleave  to  the  roof  nf  my  mouth  ! 

I  have  always  ce^n  ;;deied  the  denial  of  this  doctrine  as  being  ot  the  essence  of 
Socinianism.  I  coidd  not  have  imagined  that  any  person  wliose  hope  of  accep- 
tance witli  God  rests  not  on  any  goodness  hi  himself^  but  entirely  on  the  righ- 
teousness of  Christ,  imputed  to  him  as  if  it  were  his  oroir,  would  have  been  ac- 
counted to  disown  his  substitution.  liut  perhaps,  my  dear  brother,  (for  such  I 
feel  him  to  be,  notwithstanding  our  differences,)  rfiay  include  in  his  ideas  of  this 
subject,  that  Clirist  was  so  our  head  :ind  representative,  as  that  what  he  did  and 
sufii^red,  we  did  and  suflered  in  him. — If  no  more  were  meant  by  this,  resumed 
James,  than  that  what  he  did  and  suffered  is  graciously  accepted  on  our  behalf 
tis  if  it  were  ours,  I  freely,  as  I  have  said  betore,  acquiesce  in  it.  But  I  do  not  be- 
lieve, and  can  hardly  persuade  myself  that  brother  Peter  believes,  the  obedience 
and  sufferings  of  Christ  to  be  so  oui  s,  as  that  we  can  properly  be  said  to  have 
obeyed  and  suffered. 

Christ  was  and  is  our  head,  and  we  are  his  members  :  the  union  between  him 
and  us,  ho^vever,  is  not  in  all  respects  the  same  as  that  which  is  between  the 
head  and  the  members  of  the  natural  body  :  for  that  would  go  to  explain  away 
all  distmct  consciousness  and  accountableness  on  o»ir  part. 

As  to  tlie  term  representative,  if  no  more  be  meant  by  it  than  that  Christ  so 
personated  us  as  to  die  in  our  stead,  that  we,  believing  in  him,  should  not  die,  I 
have  nothing  to  object  to  it.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  Christ  was  so  our  repre- 
sentative, as  that  what  he  did  and  suffered,  we  did  and  suffered ;  and  so  became 
meritorious,  or  deserving  of  the  divine  favour. — But  1  feel  myself  in  a  wide  field, 
and  must  entreat  your  indulgence  while  I  take  up  so  much  of  the  conversation. 

Peter  and  John.  Go  on,  and  state  your  sentiments  without  apology. 

James.  I  apprehend  then  that  many  important  m.istakes  have  arisen  from  con- 
sidering tlie  interposition  of  Christ  under  the  notion  oi' paying  a  debt.  The  blood 
of  Christ  is  indeed  the  price  of  our  redemption,  or  that  for  the  s;dte  of  which  we 
are  delivered  from  the  curse  of  the  law :  but  this  metaphorical  language,  as  well 
as  that  of  head  and  members,  may  be  carried  too  far,  and  may  lead  us  into  many 
eiTors.  In  cases  of  debt  and  credit  among  men,  where  a  surety  undertakes  to 
represent  the  debtor,  from  the  moment  his  undertaking  is  accepted,  the  debtor 
is  free,  and  may  claim  his  liberty,  not  as  u  matter  of  favour,  at  least  on  the  part 
of  the  creditor,  but  of  strict  justice.  Or  should  the  undertaking  be  unknown  to 
him  for  a  time,  yet  as  soon  as  he  knows  it,  he  may  demand  his  discharge,  and, 
it  maybe,  think  himself  hardly  treated  by  being  kppt  in  bondage  so  long  after 
•his  debt  h.id  been  actually  paid.  But  who  in  their  sober  senses  will  imagine  this 
to  be  analagous  to  the  redemption  of  sinners  by  Jesus  Christ  ?  Sin  is  a  debt  only 
in  a  metaphorical  sense:  j)roperly  speaking,  it  is  a  crime,  and  satisfaction  for  it 
requires  to  be  made,  not  on  pecimiary,  but  on  moral  principles.  If  Philemon  had 
accepted  of  that  part  of  Paid's  offer  which  respected  property,  and  had  placed 
so  much  to  his  account  as  he  considered  Onesimus  to  have  "  owed"  liim,  he 
could  not  have  been  said  to  have  remitted  his  debt ;  nor  would  Onesimus  have 
Iiad  to  thank  him  for  remitting  it.  But  it  is  supposed  of  Onesimus  that  he  might 
not  only  be  in  debt  to  his  master,  but  have  "  wronged"  him.  Perliaps  he  had 
pmbezzlcd  his  goods,  corrupted  his  children,  or  injured  his  character.  Now  for 
Philemon  to  accept  of  tl^at  part  of  the  offer,  were  very  different  from  the  otlier. 
In  the  one  case  he  would  have  accepted  of  a  pecuniary  representative;  in  the 
other  of  a  moral  one;  that  is,  of  a  mediator.  The  satisfaction  in  the  one  case 
would  annihilate  the  idea  of  remission;  but  not  in  the  other.  Whatever  satisfac- 
dpn  Paul  might  give  to  Philemon  respecting  th'^  wound  inflicted  upon  bis  chn- 
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for  us ;  and  accordingly  God  deals  with  us  as  though  we  had 
fulfilled  the  law  in  our  own  persons,  inasmuch  as  it  was  ful- 
filled by  him  as  our  surety. 

racter  and  honour  as  the  head  of  a  fitinlly,  it  would  not  supersede  the  necessity 
of  pardon  being  sou^lit  by  the  offender,  and  freely  bestowed  by  tlie  offended. 

Tlie  reason  of  this  difference  is  easily  perceived.  Debts  are  transferable ;  but 
crimes  are  not.  A  third  person  may  cancel  the  one ;  but  he  can  only  obliteratK 
llie  e^cfi  of  tlie  other;  the  </<;se/<  of  the  criminal  remains.  The  debtor  is  ac- 
countable to  his  creditor  as  a  private  individual,  who  lias  power  to  accept  of  a 
surety,  or  if  he  please,  to  remit  the  whole,  without  any  satisfaction.  In  the  one 
case  he  would  be  just ;  in  the  other  merciful :  but  no  place  is  afforded  by  either 
of  them  for  tiie  combination  of  justice  and  mercy  in  the  same  proceeding.  The 
niminal,  on  the  other  hand,  is  amenable  to  the  magistrate,  or  to  the  head  of  a 
family,  as  a  public  person,  and  who,  especially  if  the  offence  be  capital,  cannot 
remit  the  punishment  without  invading  law  and  justice,  nor  in  the  ordinary  dis- 
charge of  his  office,  admit  of  a  third  person  to  stand  in  his  place.  In  extraordi- 
nary cases,  liowever,  extraordinary  expedients  are  resorted  to.  A  satisfaction 
may  be  made  to  law  and  justice,  as  to  the  spirit  of  them,  while  the  letter  is  dis- 
pensed v/ith.  The  well-known  story  of  Zaleucus,  the  Grecian  law -giver,  who 
consented  to  lose  one  of  his  eyes  to  spare  one  of  his  son's  eyes,  who  b)'  trans- 
gressing tlie  lav/  had  subjected  iiimself  to  the  loss  of  both,  is  an  example.  Here, 
:\s  far  as  it  w&nX,jintice  and  mercy  were  combined  in  the  same  act :  and  had  the 
satisfaction  been  much  fuller  than  it  was,  so  full  that  the  authority  of  the  law, 
instead  of  being  weakened,  should  have  been  abundantly  magnified  and  honour- 
ed, still  it  had  h&^n  perfectly  consistent  luith  free  forgi'veness. 

Finally :  In  the  case  of  the  debtor,  satisfaction  being  once  accepted,  justice 
requires  his  complete  discharge  :  but  in  that  of  the  criminal,  where  satisfaction 
is  made  to  the  wounded  honour  of  the  law,  and  the  authority  of  tlie  lawgiver, 
justice,  though  it  admits  of  his  discharge,  yet  no  otherwise  requires  it  than  as  it 
may  have  been  matter  of  promise  to  the  substitute. 

I  do  not  mean  to  saj-  that  cases  of  this  sort  afford  a  competent  representation 
of  redemption  by  Christ.  That  is  a  work  which  not  only  ranks  with  extraordi- 
nary interpositions,  but  which  has  no  parallel :  it  is  a  work  of  God,  which  leaves 
.ill  the  petty  concerns  of  mortals  infinitely  behind  it.  All  that  comparisons  can 
do,  is  to  give  us  some  idea  of  the  principle  on  which  it  proceeds. 

If  tlie  following  passage  in  our  admired  Milton  were  considered  as  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law  of  innocence,  it  would  be  inaccurate — 


Man  disobeying. 


He  with  his  whole  posterity  must  die : 
Die  he,  or  justice  must ;  unless  for  him 
Some  other  able,  and  as  willing,  pay 
The  rigid  satisfaction,  death  for  death." 

Abstractedly  considered,  this  is  true ;  but  it  is  not  expressive  of  what  was  the 
revealed  law  of  innocence.  The  law  made  no  such  condition,  or  provision ;  nor 
v/as  it  indifferent  to  the  law-giver  who  should  suffer,  the  sinner,  or  another  on 
bis  behalf  The  language  of  the  law  to  the  transgressor  was  not  t/iou  shalt  die, 
or  some  one  on  tlni  behalf;  but  simply  thou  shalt  die :  and  had  it  literally  taken  its 
f;ourse,  every  child  of  man  must  have  perished.  The  sufferings  of  Christ  in  our 
sstead,  therefore,  are  not  a  punishment  inflicted  in  the  ordinary  course  of  distri- 
butive justice  ;  but  an  extraordinary  interposition  of  infinite  wisdom  and  love  : 
not  contrary  to,  but  rather  above  the  law,  deviating  from  the  letter,  but  more 
than  preserving  the  spirit  of  it.  Such,  brethren,  as  well  as  I  am  able  to  explain 
tliem,  are  my  view?  of  the  substitution  of  Christ. 

jffiter.  The  objection  of  our  so  stating  the  substitution  of  Christ,  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  <.he  free  pardon  of  tin^  has  been  often  made  by  those  who  avowedly 
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This  may  farther  be  illustrated,  by  what  we  generally  un- 
derstand by  Adam's  sin  being  imputed  to  us,  as  one  contrary 
may  illustrate  another ;  therefore,  as  sin  and  death  entered  in- 
to the  world  by  the  offence  of  one ^  to  wit,  the  first  Adam,  in 
whom  all  have  sinned;  so  by  the  righteousness  of  one  the  free 
g'ift^  Rom.  V.  18.  that  is,  eternal  life  came  upon  all  men^  to  wit, 
those  who  shall  be  saved  unto  Justification  of  life  ;  and  for  this 
reason  the  apostle  speaks  of  Adam  as  the  figure  of  him  that 
TVas  to  come^  ver.  14.  Now  as  Adam's  sin  was  imputed  to  us, 
as  our  public  head  and  representative,  so  that  we  are  involved 
in  the  guilt  thereof,  or  fall  in  him ;  so  Christ's  righteousness 
is  imputed  to  us,  as  he  was  our  public  head  and  surety :  and 
accordingly,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  that  which  was  done  by 
him,  was  the  same  as  though  it  had  been  done  by  us ;  and 
therefore,  as  the  eiFect  and  consequence  hereof,  we  are  justi- 
fied thereby.  This  is  what  we  call  Christ's  righteousness  being 
imputed  to  us,  or  placed  to  our  account ;  and  it  is  very  agree- 
able to  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word,  in  dealings  be- 
tween man  and  man.  When  one  has  contracted  a  debt,  and  de- 
sires that  it  may  be  placed  to  the  account  of  his  surety,  who 
undertakes  for  the  payment  of  it,  it  is  said  to  be  imputed  to 
him;  and  his  discharge  hereupon  is  as  valid  as  though  the 
debtor  has  paid  it  in  his  own  person.   This  leads  us, 

VI.  To  consider  justification  as  it  is  an  act  of  God's  free 
grace,  which  is  particularly  insisted  on  in  one  of  the  answers 
we  are  explaining;  for  the  understanding  of  which,  let  it  be 
observed,  that  we  are  not  to  suppose,  that  when  we  are  justi- 
fied by  an  act  of  grace,  this  is  opposed  to  our  being  justified 
upon  the  account  of  a  full  satisfaction  made  by  our  surety  to 
the  justice  of  God ;  in  which  respect  we  consider  our  discharge 
from  condemnation,  as  an  act  of  justice.  The  debtor  is,  indeed ^ 
beholden  to  the  grace  of  God  for  this  privilege,  but  the  surety 
that  paid  the  debt,  had  not  the  least  abatement  thereof  made, 
but  was  obliged  to  glorify  the  justice  of  God  to  the  utmost, 
which  accordingly  he  did.  However,  there  are  several  things 
in  which  the  grace  of  God  is  eminently  displayed,  more  par- 
ticularly, 

1.  In  that  God  should  be  willing  to  accept  of  satisfaction 
from  the  hands  of  our  surety,  which  he  might  have  demanded 
of  us.  This  appears  from  what  has  been  before  observed,  name- 
reject  his  3atisfaction ;  but  for  any  who  really  consider  his  death  as  an  atone- 
ment for  sin,  and  as  essential  to  the  ground  of  a  sinner's  hope,  to  employ  the  ob- 
jection a.e^ainst  us,  is  very  extraordinary,  and  must,  I  presume,  proceed  from  in- 
advertency. 

James.  If  it  be  so,  I  do  not  perceive  it.  The  grounds  of  the  objection  have 
been  stated  as  clearly  and  as  fully  as  I  am  able  to  state  them." 

FuiuR. 
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ly,  that  the  debt  which  we  had  contracted  was  not  of  the  same 
nature  with  pecuniary  debts,  in  which  case  the  creditor  is  obli- 
ged to  accept  of  payment,  though  the  overture  hereof  be  made 
by  another,  and  not  by  him  that  contracted  the  debt :  whereas 
the  case  is  different  in  debts  of  obedience  to  be  performed,  or 
punishment  to  be  endured ;  in  which  instances,  he,  to  whom 
satisfaction  is  to  be  given,  must  accept  of  one  to  be  substituted 
in  the  room  of  him  from  whom  the  obedience  or  sufferings 
were  originally  due ;  otherwise,  the  overture  made,  or  what  is 
done  and  suffered  by  him,  pursuant  thereunto,  is  not  regarded, 
or  available  to  procure  a  discharge  for  him,  in  whose  room  he 
substituted  himself.  God  might  have  exacted  the  debt  of  us,  in 
our  own  persons,  and  then  our  condition  had  been  equally  mise- 
rable with  that  of  fallen  angels,  for  whom  no  mediator  was  ac- 
cepted, no  more  than  provided. 

2.  The  grace  of  God  farther  appears,  in  that  he  provided  a 
surety  for  us,  which  we  could  not  have  done  for  ourselves ;  nor 
have  engaged  him  to  perform  this  work  for  us,  who  was  the 
only  person  that  could  bring  about  the  great  work  of  redemp- 
tion. 

The  only  creatures  who  are  capable  of  performing  perfect 
obedience,  are  the  holy  angels ;  but  these  could  not  do  it,  for, 
as  has  been  before  observed,  whoever  performs  it  must  be  in- 
camate,  that  they  may  be  capable  of  paying  the  debt,  in  some 
respects,  in  kind,  which  was  due  from  us  ;  therefore  they  must 
suffer  death,  and  consequently  have  a  nature  which  is  capable 
of  dying ;  but  this  the  angels  had  not,  nor  could  hav^e,  but  by 
the  divine  will. 

Besides,  if  God  should  have  dispensed  with  that  part  of  sa- 
tisfaction, which  consists  in  a  subjection  to  death,  and  have  de- 
clared, that  active  obedience  should  be  sufficient  to  procure  our 
justification ;  the  angels,  though  capable  of  performing  active 
obedience,  would,  notwithstanding,  have  been  defective  there- 
in ;  so  that  justice  could  not,  in  honour,  have  accepted  of  it,  any 
more  than  it  could  have  dispensed  with  the  obligation  to  per- 
form obedience  in  general ;  because  it  would  not  have  been  ol 
infinite  value ;  and  it  is  the  value  of  things  that  justice  regards, 
and  not  barely  the  matter  of  perfection  thereof  in  other  re- 
spects :  so  that  it  must  be  an  obedience  that  had  in  it  some- 
thing infinitely  valuable,  or  else  it  could  not  have  been  accepted  , 
by  Ciod,  as  a  price  of  redemption,  in  order  to  the  procuring 
our  justification :  and  this  could  be  performed  by  none  but  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  glorious  author  and  procurer  of  this 
privilege. 

It  was  impossible  for  man  to  have  found  out  this  Mediator 
or  Surety ;  so  that  it  had  its  first  rise  from  God,  and  not  from 
us ;  it  is  he  that  found  a  ransom,  and  laid  help  upon  one  that 
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is  mighty  ;  this  was  the  result  of  his  will ;  therefort;  our  Sa- 
viour is  represented  as  saying,  Lo  I  come  to  do  thy  ■cuill,  HebJ 
X.  7.  as  the  apostle  expresses  it.  That  we  could  not,  by  any 
means,  have  found  out  this  surety,  or  engaged  him  to  have  done 
that  for  us  which  was  nccessaiy  for  our  justification,  will  evi- 
dently appear,  if  we  consider, 

(1.)  That  when  man  fell,  the  Son  of  God  was  not  incarnate , 
and  provided  wc  allow  that  fallen  man  had  some  idea  of  a 
Trinity  of  persons,  in  the  unity  of  the  divine  Essence,  (which 
is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose ;  since  it  was  necessary  that  that 
should  be  revealed  to  him  before  he  fell,  in  order  to  his  per- 
forming acceptable  worship ;  yet,  can  any  one  suppose  that  man 
could  have  asked  such  a  favour  of  a  divine  person,  as  to  take 
his  nature,  and  put  himself  in  his  room  and  stead,  and  expose 
himself  to  the  curse  of  that  law  which  he  had  violated;  this 
could  never  have  entered  into  his  heart ;  yea,  the  very  thought, 
if  it  had  taken  its  rise  first  from  him,  would  have  savoured  of 
more  presumption  than  had  he  entreated  that  God  Mould  par- 
don his  sin  without  a  satisfaction.    But, 

(2.)  If  he  had  supposed  it  impossible  for  the  Son  of  God  to 
be  incarnate,  or  had  conjectured  that  there  had  been  the  least 
probability  of  his  being  willing  to  express  this  instance  of  con- 
descending goodness,  how  could  he  have  known  that  God 
would  have  accepted  the  payment  of  our  debt,  at  the  hands  of 
another,  or  have  commended  his  love  to  us,  who  were  such 
enemies  to  him,  in  not  sparing  him,  but  delivering  him  up  for 
\is  ?  if  God's  accepting  of  a  satisfaction  be  necessary,  in  order 
to  its  taking  effect,  as  well  as  the  perfection  or  infinite  value 
qf  it ;  it  is  certain,  man  could  not  have  known  that  he  would 
have  done  it ;  for  that  was  a  matter  of  pure  revelation.  More- 
over, 

(3.)  Should  we  suppose  even  this  possible,  or  that  man  mighit 
have  expected  that  God  would  have  been  moved  to  have  done 
it  by  intreaty ;  yet  such  was  the  corruption,  perverseness,  and 
rebellion  of  his  nature,  as  fallen  ;  and  so  great  was  his  inability 
to  perform  any  act  of  worship,  that  he  could  not  have  addressed 
himself  to  God,  in  a  right  manner,  that  he  would  admit  of  a 
surety ;  and  God  cannot  hear  any  prayer  but  that  which  is  put 
up  to  him  by  faith,  which  supposes  a  Mediator,  whose  pur- 
chase and  gift  it  is  ;  and  therefore,  since  the  sinful  creature 
could  not  plead  with  God  by  faith,  that  he  would  send  his  Son 
to  be  a  Mediator,  how  could  he  hope  to  obtain  this  blessing  ? 
it  therefore  evidently  follows,  that  as  a  man  could  not  give  sa- 
tisfaction for  himself;  so  he  could  not  find  out  any  one  that 
could  or  would  give  it  for  him.  And  therefore,  the  grace  of 
God,  in  the  provision  that  he  has  made  of  such  a  surety  as  his 
own  Son,  unasked  for,  unthouj^ht  of,  as  well  as  undeserved,  i& 
verv  illustriou*:. 
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3,  It  was  a  very  great  instance  of  grace  in  our  Saviour,  that 
he  was  pleased  to  consent  to  perform  this  work  for  us,  without 
which  the  justice  of  God  could  not  have  exacted  the  debt  of 
him  ;  and  he  being  perfectly  innocent,  could  not  be  obliged  to 
suffer  punishment,  which  it  would  have -been  unjust  in  God  to 
have  inflicted,  had  he  not  been  willing  to  be  charged  with  our 
guilt,  and  to  stand  in  our  room  and  stead.  And  his  grace  here- 
in more  eminently  appears,  in  that  though  he  knew  before-hand 
all  the  difficulties,  sorrows,  and  temptations,  which  he  Vv^as  to 
meet  with  in  the  discharge  of  this  work  ;  yet  this  did  not  dis- 
courage him  from  undertaking  it ;  neither  was  he  unapprised 
of  the  character  of  those  for  whom  he  undertook  it :  he  knew 
the  rebellion,  and  guilt  contracted  thereby,  that  rendered  this 
necessary,  in  order  to  their  salvation  ;  and  he  knew  before-hand, 
that  they  would,  notwithstanding  all  the  engagements  he  might 
lay  on  them  to  the  contrary,  discover  the  greatest  ingratitude 
towards  him ;  and,  instead  of  improving  so  great  an  instance 
of  condescending  goodness,  that  they  would  neglect  this  great 
salvation,  when  purchased  by  him,  and  thereby  appear  to  be  his 
greatest  enemies,  notwithstanding  this  act  of  friendship  to  them, 
unless  he  not  only  engaged  to  purchase  redemption  for,  but 
apply  it  to  them,  and  work  those  graces  in  them  whereby  they 
might  be  enabled  to  give  him  the  glory  which  is  due  to  him 
for  this  great  undertaking.     And  this  leads  us, 

VII.  To  consider  the  use  of  faith  in  justification,  and  how, 
notwithstanding  what  has  been  said  concerning  our  being  jus- 
tified by  Christ's  righteousness,  we  may,  in  other  respects,  be 
said  to  be  justified  by  faith ;  and  also  shew  what  this  faith  is, 
whereby  we  are  justified  :  which  being  particularly  insisted  on 
in  the  two  following  answers,  we  shall  proceed  to  consider 
them. 


Quest.  LXXII.  What  is  justifying  Faith  P 

Answ.  Justifying  faith  is  a  saving  grace,  wrought  in  the  heart 
of  a  sinner,  by  the  Spirit  and  word  of  God;  whereby  he, 
being  convinced  of  his  sin  and  miserj^,  and  of  the  disability 
in  himself,  and  all  other  creatures,  to  recover  him  out  of  his 
lost  condition,  not  only  assenteth  to  the  truth  of  the  promise 
of  the  gospel,  but  rec'eiveth  and  resteth  upon  Christ  and  his 
righteousness  therein  held  forth,  for  pardon  of  sin,  and  for 
the  accepting  and  accounting  of  his  person,  righteous  in  the 
sight  of  God  for  salvation. 

Quest.  LXXIII.  Hoiv  doth  faith  justify  a  sinner  in  the  sight 
of  God  ? 
Vol.  hi.  N 
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Answ.  Fnith  justifies  a  sinner  in  the  sight  of  God ;  not  because 
of  those  graces  which  do  alwa\  s  accompany  it,  or  of  those 
good  works  that  are  the  fruits  of  it ;  nor  as  if  the  grace  of 
faith,  or  any  act  thereof,  were  imputed  to  him  for  justifica- 
tion ;  but  only  as  it  is  an  instrument,  by  which  he  receiveth 
and  applieth  Christ  and  his  righteousness, 

WE  choose  first  to  speak  to  the  latter  of  these  two  answers^ 
in  which  faith  is  considered  as  that  whereby  a  sinner 
IS  justified,  before  the  former  of  them,  inasmuch  as  it  seems 
better  connected  with  what  has  been  before  insisted  on,  in  ex- 
plaining the  doctrine  of  justification.  And  in  considering  the 
account  we  have  of  justifying  faith,  there  are  two  things,  which 
may  be  taken  notice  of,  in  this  answer. 

I.  It  is  observed,  that  though  there  are  other  graces  which 
always  accompany  faith  and  good  works,  that  flow  from  it; 
yet  none  of  these  are  said  to  justify  a  sinner  in  the  sight  of 
God. 

II.  How  faith  justifies,  or  what  it  is  to  be  justified  by 
faith,   (a) 

—  .....  ,  ■  a 

(a)  That  faith  is  a  holy  duty  is  evident,  becuise  it  nevei'  obtains,  except  where 
the  bent,  or  bias  of  the  mind  has  been  changed  by  tlie  Holy  Spirit ;  yet  it  is  like 
all  the  other  works  of  man,  imperfect,  and  might  be  stronger.  I'liit  it  i.s  ne- 
niessary  in  every  action  is  clear,  for  whatsoever  is  not  of  faith  is  sin;  both  because 
it  is  the  rtfork  ef  an  enemy,  and  because  it  cannot  be  accepted,  haring  no  refer- 
ence to  Christ.  Faith  is  always  accompanied  by  other  holy  traits  of  cl  lu-acter, 
as  repentance,  love,  patience,  humility,  and  the  l;ke.  The  reason  of  which  is  evi- 
dent; for  faith  is  an  act  of  the  renewed  man,  and  all  the  other  graces  must  ac- 
company. Uut  it  is  even  less  holy  than  love;  "  now  abideth  faitli,  hope,  charity, 
(love) — the  greatest  of  these  is  charity."  It  is  incapable  of  procuring  by  its 
righteousness  our  justification,  because  imperfect.  If  it  were  the  holiness  of  the 
duty  of  faith,  which  justifies  the  man  before  God,  we  should  read  of  a  justifica- 
tion by  love,  patience,  humility,  or  holiness  in  general.  No  such  declaration  oc- 
curs in  the  scriptures,  but  the  reverse;  "  for  by  the  deeds  of  ihe  law  shall  no  flesh 
be  justified,"  which  is  manifestly  spoken  not  merely  of  the  corporal  energy,  but 
of  the  action  t-iken  v/ith  t!ie  intention. 

If  the  righteousness  of  the  duty  of  faith  justifies,  there  could  be  no  propriety 
in  saying  tTiat  we  are  "justified  by  Christ,*'  or  his  righteousness;  there  would 
have  been  no  need  of  a  Saviour,  and  all  the  sacrifices  of  former  days  wereuselesf . 

If  we  are  to  depend  upon  tiie  righteousness  of  our  believing  for  our  justifies 
tlon,  the  believing  in  Christ  will  be  of  no  importance,  because  Christ  is  then  not 
our  Saviour ;  in  proportion  as  our  hopes  are  founded  upon  our  own  holiness,  they 
are  withdrawn  from  Christ. — This  will  also  destroy  the  righteousness  of  faith, 
for  if  it  be  useless  there  can  be  no  holiness  in  believing. 

If  the  holiness  consist  not  in  the  act  of  believing,  but  in  the  disposition  of  the 
believer,  and  if  it  is  for  this,  that  he  is  justified;  salvation  is  then  a  debt,  not 
f^ace;  we  have  whereof  to  boast;  we  are  justified  by  the  deeds  of  the  law;  thf 
offence  of  the  cross  has  ceased ;  and  A  rians,  Socinians,  Unitarians,  and  Deists  are 
jjecking  justification  also  in  the  same  way. 

That  repentance,  and  iioliness  are  necessary  to  talvation  Is  true,  because  every 
man  who  is  justified  is  also  sanctified  j  and  that  faith,  considered  as  a  holy  duty, 
is  necessary  in  the  same  maiyier,  is  e<jually  true  j  but  faith  is  also  useful  in  ou: 
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I.  That  though  there  are  other  graces  which  always  accom- 
pany faith,  and  good  works  that  flow  from  it;  yet  none  of  these 
are  said  to  justify  a  sinner  in  the  sight  of  God.  Tiiere  is  an 
inseparable  connexion  between  faith,  and  all  other  graces ; 
which,  though  it  be  distinguished,  is  never  separate  from  them. 
They  are  all  considered  ^s  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  Gal«  v.  22,  23. 
thus  the  apostle  reckons  up  several  other  graces  that  are  con- 
nected with  faith,  and  proceed  from  the  same  Spirit,  such  as 
love,  peace,  joy,  long-suj^eriiig,  gentleness,  goodfiess,  meekness^ 
temperance :  and  the  same  apostle  commends  the  church  at 
Thessalonica  for  their  wor^  of  faith  ;  and  considers  this  as  con- 
nected with  a  labour  of  love,  and  patience  of  hope  in  our  Lord 
jfesHs  Christ,  1  Thess.  i.  3.  And  the  apostle  Peter  exhorts 
the  church,  to  which  he  writes,  to  add  to  their  faith  virtue,  and 
to  virtue  knowledge,  to  knoivledge  ter.iperance,  to  temperance 
patience,  to  patience  godliness,  to  godliness  brotherly  kindness^ 
and  to  brotherly  kindness  charity,  2  Pet.  i.  5,  6,  7.  which  sup- 
poses that  all  these  graces  ought  to  be  connected  together.  And 
the  apostle  James  calls  it  a.  dead  faith,  James  ii.  17.  which  has 
not  other  works  or  graces  joined  with  it ;  and,  indeed,  these 
graces  are  not  only  connected  with  it,  but  flow  from  it,  or  are 
the  fruits  thereof:  thus  we  read  of  the  heart's  being  purifedby 
faith^  Acts  XV.  9.  that  is,  this  grace,  v;hcn  acted  in  a  right 
manner,  will  have  a  tendency,  in  some  degree,  to  purge  the 
sold  from  that  moral  impurity,  which  proceeds  out  of  the  heart 
of  man,  and  is  inconsistent  with  saving  faith:  and  elsewhere 
we  read  oi  faith  as  -working  by  love,  Gal.  v.  6.  that  is,  excit- 
ing those  acts  of  love,  both  to  God  and  man,  which  contain  a 
summary  of  practical  religion.  It  is  also  said  to  overcome  the 
world,  1  John  v.  4.  and  it  enables  Christians  to  do  or  suffer 
great  things  for  Christ's  sake,  of  which  the  apostle  gives  vari- 
ous instances  in  the  Old  Testament  saints,  Heb.  xi.  But,  not- 
withstanding the  connexion  of  other  gi-aces  with  faith,  and 
those  works  which  flov/  from  it,  we  are  never  said,  in  scrip- 
ture, to  be  justified  thereby;  not  by  love  to  God;  nor  by  any 
act  of  obedience  to  him,  which  can  be  called  no  other  than 
works:  whereas,  when  the  apostle  speaks  of  our  justification 
by  faith,  he  puts  it  in  opposition  to  works,  when  he  says,  that 


justification,  and  in  a  manner,  in  which,  it  does  not  appear,  that  repentance  and 
holiness  can  be. 

To  say  that  thev  are  conditions  of  salvation  is  to  speak  ambiguously;  that  wf* 
cannot  be  saved  without  them,  is  as  certain  as  that  we  cannot  be  justified,  with  • 
out  being-  also  sanctified ;  b\it  to  say,  tliat  by  perrbrming'  them  a  title  to  happi- 
ness is  vested  in  us,  is  to  rmb  Christ  of  his  srlorv,  and  to  put  thf  crown  on  manV 
head.  Besides,  the  condition  of  holiness  is  not  accomplished  till  death,  and  as  the 
condition  of  our  justification  is  not  performed  till  then,  Wi;  are  r)"^  *i  j';st;fird  in 
life,  which  is  ph.:.ly  contrary  to  the  scriptures. 


ijii^ii*!'*^  ^-* 
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ajncM  is  justified  by  faith^  xvithout  the  deeds  of  the  laxv,  Rom> 
ii.  28. 

Object.  To  this  it  is  objected,  that  the  apostle  here  speaks 
concerning  the  ceremonial  iaw,  which  he  excludes  from  being 
the  matter  of  our  justification,  and  not  the  moral  law,  or  any 
evangelical  duty,  such  as  love  and  sincere  obedience,  which, 
togetner  with  faith  is  the  matter  of  our  justification. 

Answ.  I'o  this  it  may  he  replied,  i  ha:  when  the  apostle 
speaks  of  our  justification  by  faith,  M'ithout  the  deeds  of  the 
law,  he  does  not  hereby  intend  the  ceremonial  law ;  for  those 
whom  he  describes  as  justified  persons,  are  said  to  be,  in  a  fol- 
lowing verse,  not  only  Jews,  but  Gentiles,  that  were  converted 
to  the  Christian  faith ;  the  former,  indeed,  v/ere  under  a  tempta- 
tion to  seek  to  be  justified  by  the  ceremonial  law,  and  so  to 
conclude  that  they  had  a  right  to  eternal  life ;  because  of  their 
being  distinguished  from  the  world,  by  the  external  privileges 
of  the  covenant  which  they  were  under,  many  of  which  were 
contamed  in,  or  signified  by  that  law  ;  but  the  Gentiles  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  it,  and  therefore  never  expected  to  be  justifi- 
ed by  the  ceremonial  law  ;  accordingly,  when  the  apostle  speaks 
of  justification  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law,  he  can- 
not jiercby  be  supposed  to  intend  the  ceremonial  law.  And  if 
we  ivsok  a  little  farther  into  the  context,  we  shall  find,  by  his 
me;aod  of  reasoning,  that  he  excludes  all  works  in  general,  and 
opposjs  faith  to  them;  for  he  argues,  that  we  are  justified  in 
such  a  way,  as  tends  to  exclude  boasting ;  but  he  that  insists 
on  any  works  performed  by  himself,  as  the  matter  of  his  jus- 
tification, cannot  do  this  any  otherwise  than  in  a  boasting  way, 
valuing  himself,  and  founding  his  right  to  eternal  life,  upoTi 
them.  We  are  not  therefore  justified  by  them,  but  by  faith ; 
that  is,  we  are  justified  in  such  a  way  as  that,  while  we  lay 
claim  to  the  greatest  privileges  from  Christ,  we  are  disposed 
to  give  him  all  the  glory,  or  to  renounce  our  own  righteousness 
at  the  same  time  that  we  have  recourse  to  his  righteousness  for 
justification,  by  faith. 

But  that  it  may  farther  appear,  that  our  justification  by  faith, 
is  opposed  to  justification  by  works,  either  those  that  accom-: 
pany  or  flow  from  it,  we  may  apply  what  has  been  before  sug- 
gested, in  considering  the  matter  of  our  justification  to  this 
argunient.  If  we  consider  the  demands  of  justice,  or  what  it 
may  in  honour  reckon  a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  dis- 
honour that  has  been  brought  to  the  divine  name  by  sin,  or 
what  may  be  deemed  a  satisfactory  payment  of  the  outstanding 
debt  of  perfect  obedience,  which  was  due  from  us,  or  punish- 
ment, which  we  were  liable  to,  according  to  the  sanction  of  the 
divine  law;  we  may  easily  infer,  that  no  obedi'^nce,  perform- 
ed by  us,  though  including  in  it  the  utmost  perfection,  that  a, 
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fallen  creature  Is  capable  of  attaining,  is  a  sufllcient  satisfac- 
tion j  and  if  there  can  be  no  justification  without  satisfaction, 
then  we  cannot  be  justified  thereby.  Therefore  it  is  a  vain 
thing  for  persons  to  distinguish  in  this  case,  between  works 
done  before  and  after  faith,  as  though  the  former  only  were 
excluded  from  being  the  matter  of  our  justification;  or  to  say, 
as  some  do,  that  we  are  not  indeed  justified  by  obedience  to 
the  moral  law,  but  by  our  obeying  the  precepts  Avliich  our  Sa- 
viour has  laid  down  in  the  gospel,  such  as  faith,  and  repent- 
ance, £i?c.  which  they  call  obedience  to  the  gospel  as  a  new 
law:  but  let  it  be  considered,  that  these  evangelical  duties  are 
supposed  to  be  performed  as  the  result  of  a  divine  command, 
which  has  the  formal  nature  of  a  law,  whether  they  be  con- 
tained in  the  moral  law  or  no ;  therefore,  when  we  are  justifi- 
ed by  faith  in  opposition  to  the  works  of  the  law,  this  must  be 
opposed  to  obedience  of  any  kind  performed  by  us. 

And  this  also  appears  from  the  nature  of  faith,  to  which  jus- 
tification, by  the  works  of  the  law,  is  opposed ;  for  faith  is  a 
soul-humbling  grace,  and  includes  in  it  a  renouncing  of  all 
merit,  or  inducement  taken  from  ourselves,  as  a  reason  why 
God  should  bestow  on  us  the  blessings  we  stand  in  need  of; 
it  trusts  in  Christ  for  righteousness,  and  in  him  alone,  and 
therefore  turns  itself  from  any  thing  that  may  have  the  least 
tendency  to  eclipse  his  glory,  as  the  only  foundation  of  our  jus- 
tification: therefore,  when  we  are  said  to  be  justified  by  faith, 
and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law,  the  meaning  is,  we  are  jus- 
tified in  such  a  way  as  tends  to  set  the  crown  upon  Christ's 
head,  acknowledging  him  to  be  the  only  fountain  from  w^hence 
this  privilege  is  derived. 

It  follows  from  hence  that  our  justification  cannot  be  found- 
ed on  our  repentance;  though  this  is  often  maintained  by  those 
who  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  who  suppose,  that 
justification  contains  in  it  nothing  else  but  forgiveness  of  sin; 
and  if  offences  are  to  be  forgiven  by  men,  upon  their  repen- 
tance, or  confessing  their  fault,  therv  forgiveness  may  be  ex- 
pected from  God,  on  our  repentance  :  and  some  use  a  very  un- 
savoury way  of  speaking,  when  they  say,  that  our  tears  have  a 
virtue  to  wash  away  our  sins;  and  that  they  may  give  farther 
countenance  to  this  opinion,  they  refer  to  that  scripture,  in 
which  it  is  said,  Repent^that  your  sins  may  be  blotted oiit^  Acts 
iii.  19.  and  others  of  the  like  nature ;  by  which  we  are  not  to 
suppose,  that  the  apostle  means,  that  forgiveness  of  sin  is  found- 
ed on  our  repentance,  as  the  matter  of  our  justification  in  the 
sight  of  God;  but  that  there  is  an  inseparable  connexion  be- 
tween our  claim  to  forgiveness  of  sin,  (together  with  all  the 
fruits  and  effects  of  the  death  of  Christ,  whereby  this  blessing 
vas  procured)  aud  repentance^  so  that  one  is  not  to  be  ex- 
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pected  without  the  other ;  and  though  men  are  to  forgive  ia^ 
juries  in  case  the  offender  acknowledges  his  fault,  and  makes 
sufficient  restitution ;  this  they  may  do,  inasmuch  as  the  of- 
fence is  only  committed  against  a  creature ;  and  especially  if 
the  offence  be  of  a  private  nature.  But  supposing  this  should 
be  applied  to  juridical  and  forensick  cases,  will  any  One  say, 
that  the  prince  is  obliged  to  forgive  the  criminal  who  is  under 
a  sentence  of  condemnation,  because  he  is  sorry  for  what  he 
has  done,  or  confesses  his  fault  ?  Would  this  secure  his  honour 
as  a  law-giver  ?  And  if  hereupon  the  offender  were  to  be  dis- 
charged from  his  guilt,  would  not  this  be  a  defect  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  legislature  ?  How  then  can  this  be  applied 
to  forgiveness,  expected  at  the  hand  of  God  ;  in  which  justice, 
as  well  as  mercy,  is  to  have  the  glory  that  is  due  to  it;  and 
we  are  not  only  to  be  acquitted,  but  justified,  or  pronounced 
guiltless,  since  our  acknowledgment  of  our  offence  cannot  be 
reckoned  a  sufficient  satisfaction  to  the  justice  of  God  ? 

Object.  It  is  objected,  by  those  on  the  other  side  of  the  ques- 
tion, that  though  repentance  be  not  in  itself  a  sufficient  com- 
pensation to  the  justice  of  God  for  the  crimes  Avhich  we  have 
committed;  yet  God  may,  by  an  act  of  grace,  accept  of  it, 
as  though  it  had  been  sufficient  *.  This  they  illustrate  by  a 
similitude  taken  from  a  person's  selling  an  estate  of  a  consider- 
able value,  to  one  who  has  no  money  to  buy  it,  provided  he 
will  pay  a  pepper-corn  of  acknowledgment.  Thus,  how  insig- 
nificant soever,  repentance,  or  any  other  grace,  which  is  deem- 
ed the  matter  of  our  justification,  be  in  itself,  it  is  by  an  act  of 
favour,  deemed  a  sufficient  price. 

Answ,  In  answer  to  this  I  would  observe,  that  the  objec- 
tion, which  was  before  brought  against  the  doctrine  we  have 
been  maintaining,  concerning  the  imputation  of  Christ's  righ- 
teousness, namely,  that  it  was  a  putative  righteousness,  a  not 
judging  of  things  according  to  truth,  and  the  like,  seems  to  be 
of  no  weight  when  it  affects  their  own  cause ;  otherwise  we 
might  turn  their  argument  against  themselves,  and  ask  them ; 
whether  this  be  for  God  to  judge  according  to  truth,  when  that 
is  accepted  as  a  sufficient  payment,  by  his  justice,  which  is  in 
itself  of  no  value  ?  But  passing  this  by,  we  may  farther  ob- 
serve, that  this  is  wholly  to  set  aside  the  necessity  of  satisfac- 
tion, as  the  Socinians  do ;  and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  that 
they  make  use  of  this  method  of  reasoning.  As  for  others  who 
do  not  altogether  deny  this  doctrine,  yet  think  that  a  small  price 
may  be  deemed  satisfactory  for  sin  committed.     That  which 

*  This  is  -what  is  generally  styled,  by  a  diminutive  -a-ord,  Acceptilatio  gratiosa, 
vrhichis  an  accepting  a  small  part  of  a  debt,  instead  of  the  -vhok;  a  sort  sf  compo- 
sition, in  tuldch,  though  the  payment  be  inconsiderable,  yet  t/ie  debtor's  discharge  is 
founded  thereon,  bu  an  act  offaroiir  in  the  creditor,  an  thourh  the  ^i-hole  sum  had 
been  paid. 
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may  be  replied  to  it,  is,  that  if  justification,  as  tending  to  Ad- 
vance the  glory  of  divine  justice,  in  taking  away  the  guilt  of 
sin,  depends  upon  a  price  paid  that  is  equivalent  to  the  debt 
contracted;  and  nothing  short  cf  a  price  of  infinite  value  can 
be  reckoned  an  equivalent  thereunto,  then  certainly  that  which 
is  performed  by  men,  cannot  be  deemed  a  sufficient  payment^ 
or  accepted  of  as  such. 

It  is  a  vain  thing  for  persons  to  pretend  that  there  is  a  dif- 
ference between  satisfying  God,  and  satisfying  his  justice;  or, 
that  to  satisfy  God  is  to  pay  a  price,  be  it  never  so  small,  that 
he  demands;  whereas,  satisfying  justice  is  paying  a  price  equal 
to  the  thing  purchased ;  since  Ave  must  conclude,  that  God  can- 
not deem  any  thing  satisfactory  to  himself,  that  is  not  so  to  his 
justice.  Therefore,  this  distinction  will  not  avail,  to  free  their 
argument  from  the  absurdity  that  attends  it. 

We  might  here  observe,  that  as  some  speak  of  pardon  of 
sin's  being  founded  on  our  repentance  j  others  speak  of  our 
justification  as  being  by  the  act  of  faith,  or  by  faith  considered 
as  a  work,  and  in  defending  justification  by  works,  as  though 
it  were  not  opposed  to  justification  by  faith  (the  contrary  to 
which  has  been  before  proved)  they  argue,  that  we  are  often 
said,  in  scripture,  to  be  justified  by  faith;  but  this  faith  is  a 
work ;  therefore  it  cannot  be  denied  but  that  we  are  justified 
by  works.  To  which  it  may  be  replied,  that  it  is  one  thing 
to  say,  that  we  are  justified  by  fiiith,  that  is,  a  work,  and  ano- 
ther thing  to  say,  that  we  are  justified  by  it  as  a  work  ;  or,  it 
is  one  thing  to  say,  that  we  are  justified  for  our  faith,  and  ano- 
ther thing  to  say,  that  we  are  justified  by  it ;  which  will  more 
evidently  appear  under  the  following  head,  which  we  proceed 
to  consider;  namely, 

II.  What  it  is  for  us  to  be  justified  by  faith,  or  how  faith 
justifies.  None  can,  with  the  least  shadow  of  reason,  deny, 
that  justification  by  faith,  is  a  scripture-mode  of  speaking, 
though  some  have  questioned,  whether  the  apostle's  words, 
being  justijied  by  faith^  xve  have  peace  with  God  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christy  gives  countenance  to  the  doctrine  of  justi- 
fication by  faith ;  for  they  observe,  that  by  putting  a  stop  im- 
mediately after  the  word  Juftti^ed,  the  sense  would  be,  that  they 
who  are  justified  by  Christ's  righteousness,  have  peace  with 
God  by  faith,  through  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ :  but  though  this 
will  a  little  alter  the  reading  of  the  text;  yet  it  will  not  over- 
throw the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith,  as  contained  there- 
in. For  if  we  imderstand  our  having  peace  tvith  God^  as  im- 
porting, that  peace  which  they  have  a  right  to,  who  are  interest- 
ed in  Christ's  righteousness,  and  not  barely  peace  of  conscience: 
then  it  will  follow,  that  to  have  this  peace  by  faith,  is,  in  ef- 
fect, the  same  as  to  be  justified  by  faith ;  and  this  farther  ap- 
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pears,  from  the  following  wortis,  btj  whom  also  ivc  have  access 
by  faith  into  this  grace^  7uhercin  we  stand.  The  g-race  xvhere- 
in  we  stand.,  is  that  grace  which  is  the  foundation  of  our  jus- 
tification, and  not  barely  peace  of  conscience  :  when  we  are 
therefore  said  to  have  access  by  faitli  unto  this  grace,  it  is  the 
same  as  for  us  to  be  justified  by  faith. 

INIoreovcr,  this  is  not  the  only  place  in  which  ^re  are  said  to 
be  justified  by  faith;  for  the  apostle  says  elsewhere,  ]Ve  are 
justified  by  the  faith  of  Jesus  Christ.,  Gal.  ii.  16.  or  by  faith  in 
Jesus  Christ,  and  vlq^'iu,  the  just  shall  live  by  faith,  Rom.  i.  17. 
■which,  agreeably  to  the  context,  must  be  understood  of  their 
being  justified  by  faith;  in  which  sense  the  apostle  particularly 
explains  it  elrewhcre,  Gal.  iii.  11.  and  in  another  place  he 
speaks  of  the  rigliteousness  of  God  xvhich  is  by  faith  of  fesus 
Christ.,  Rom.  iii.  22.  and  also  of  a  believer's  waiting  for  the 
hope  of  righteousness  by  faith,  Gal.  v.  5.  We  must  not  there- 
fore deny  that  justification  is  by  faith  ;  but  rather  explain  the 
sense  of  those  scrijitures  that  establish  this  doctrine,  agreeably 
to  the  mind  of  the  Holy  Ghost  therein. 

There  are  various  methods  taken  to  explain  the  doctrine  of 
justification  by  faith;  particularly  one  that  we  think  subver- 
sive of  justification  by  Christ's  righteousness  :  the  other,  that 
which  is  contained  in  the  answer  which  we  are  explaining. 

1.  As  to  the  former  of  these,  namely,  that  which  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  Christ's  righteous- 
ness. This  is  maintained  by  those  who  plead  for  justification 
by  works;  and  consequently,  they  say,  that  we  are  justified  by- 
faith,  and  all  other  graces ;  which  they  call  the  conditions  of 
our  justification  in  the  sight  of  God  ;  and  indeed  to  be  justifi- 
ed by  faith,  according  to  them,  is  little  other  than  to  be  justi- 
fied for  faith  :  whether  they  reckon  it  a  meritorious  condition 
or  no,  they  must  own  it  to  be  a  pleadable  condition ;  other- 
wise it  would  have  no  reference  to  justification;  and  if  it  be 
tak^n  in  this  sense,  our  justification  depends  as  much  upon  it, 
as  though  it  had  been  meritorious.  This  is  the  account  which 
some  give  of  justification;  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  this 
opinion,  they  suppose,  that  the  terms  of  salvation,  in  the  gos- 
pel, which  are  substituted  in  the  room  of  those  Avhich  were  re- 
quired under  the  first  covenant  made  with  Adam,  are  faith, 
repentance  and  sincere  obedience,  instead  of  perfect ;  and  that 
God  in  justifying  a  penitent,  believing  sinner,  pursuant  to  the 
performance  of  these  conditions,  declares  his  willingness,  that 
there  should  be  a  relaxation  of  that  law  which  man  was  at  first 
obliged  to  obey;  and  accordingly,  that  sincerity  is  demanded 
by  him  instead  of  perfection,  or  substituted  in  the  room  of  it; 
this  thev  call  the  new  law,  or  others  style  it  a  remedial  law : 
so  that  instead  of  being  justified  by  Christ's  yielding  perfect 
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obedience,  or  paying  the  out-standing  debt,  which  we  were 
obliged,  by  reason  ol"  the  violation  of  the  first  covenant,  topay- 
we  are  to  be  justified  by  our  own  imperfect  obedience. 

But  that  v/hich  may  be  objected  to  this  method  of  reason, 
ing,  is,  that  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  holiness  of  the  divine 
nature,  and  the  glory  of  the  justice  of  God,  detracts  from  the 
honour  of  his  law,  and  is,  in  effect,  to  maintain  that  v/e  are  jus- 
tified without  satisfaction  given.  For  though  these  terms  of 
our  justification,  and  acceptance  in  the  sight  of  God^  may  be 
falsely  styled  a  valuable  consideration ;  yet  none  will  pretend 
to  assert,  that  they  are  an  infinite  price ;  and  nothing  short  of 
that  (which  is  no  other  than  Christ's  righteousness)  is  sufficient 
to  answer  this  end.  I  am  sensible^  that  they  who  lay  down 
this  plan  of  justification,  allege  in  defence  thereof  j  that  though 
these  terms  of  acceptance  are  of  small  value  in  themselves  ; 
yet  God,  by  an  act  of  grace,  reckons  the  payment  of  a  small 
debt  equivalent  to  that  of  a  greater,  as  has  been  before  observ- 
ed. And  they  speak  of  faith  and  repentance  as  having  a  value 
set  upon  them  by  their  reference  to  the  blood  of  Christ  *,  wh» 
merited  this  privilege  for  usjthat  we  should  be  justified  in  such 
a  way,  or  upon  these  conditions  performed :  they  call  them  in- 
deed easier  terms,  or  conditions,  and  include  them  all  in  the 
general  word  sincerity,  instead  of  perfection.  But  they  are 
nevertheless  somewhat  divided  in  their  method  of  explaining 
themselves,  inasmuch  as  some  suppose  these  conditions  to  be 
wholly  in  our  own  power^  without  the  aids  of  divine  grace,  as 
much  as  perfect  obedience  was  in  the  power  of  our  first  pa- 
rents ;  whereas  others  ascribe  a  little  more  to  the  grace  of  God, 
according  as  they  explain  the  doctrine  of  effectual  calling  j 
though  they  do  not  suppose,  that  these  conditions  are  altoge- 
ther out  of  our  own  power ;  and  they  so  far  lay  a  foundation 
for  the  sinner's  glorying  herein,  as  that,  they  suppose^  our  right 
to  justification  and  eternal  life  is  founded  on  them« 

I  cannot  but  think  this  method  of  explaining  the  doctrine  of 
justification  to  be  subversive  of  the  gospel,  and  that  it  is  high- 
iy  derogatory  to  the  glory  of  God  to  assert  that  he  can  dispense 
with  the  demand  of  perfect  obedience,  and  justify  a  person  on 
easier  terms ;  which  is  little  better  than  v/hat  the  apostle  calls 
make  void  the  law :  this,  says  he,  we  are  far  from  doing  by 
Jaith^  or  by  our  asserting  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith 
in  Christ's  righteousness ;  but  xve  rather  establish  it  hereby : 
and  to  say  that  God  sets  such  a  value  on  our  performing  these 
conditions  of  the  new  covenant,  as  that  they  are  deemed  equi- 
valent to  Christ's  performing  perfect  obedience  for  us,  this  re- 
flects on  his  glory,  as  set  forth,  to  be  a-propitiation  for  sin,  to 
declare  God's  righteousness  in  the  remission  thereof;  and  de-* 
•   These  Tvorks  they  spec'r  of  as  Tincta  sanguine  Christi. 
Vol.  III.  O 
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tracts  from  the  obligation  which  we  are  laid  under  to  him,  for 
■tvhat  he  did  and  suffered  in  our  behalf,  for  our  justification. 

Moreover,  to  assert  that  God  sets  this  value  on  our  perfor- 
mances, pursuant  to  Christ's  merit ;  or  that  they  are  highly  es- 
teemed by  him,  because  they  are  tinctured  with  his  blood  ; 
this  is  contrary  to  the  design  of  his  death,  which  was,  not  that 
such  an  estimate  might  be  set  on  what  is  done  by  us ;  but  ra- 
thcr,  that  the  iniquities  that  attend  our  best  performances  may 
be  forgiven ;  and  that  (though,  when  we  have  done  all,  we  are 
unprofitable  servants,)  we  may  be  made  accepted  in  the  Be- 
loved ;  and  having  no  justifying  righteousness  of  our  own, 
may  be  justified,  and  glory  in  that  which  he  hath  wrought  out 
for  us. 

And  as  for  the  supposition,  that  faith,  repentance,  and  new- 
obedience,  are  not  only  conditions  of  justification,  but  easy  to 
be  performed  :  this  plainly  discovers,  that  they  who  maintain 
it,  either  think  too  lightly  of  man's  impotency  and  averseness 
to  what  is  good,  and  his  alienation  from  the  life  of  God,  or  are 
btrangers  to  their  own  hearts,  and  are  not  duly  sensible  that  it 
is  God  that  works  in  his  people  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his 
own  good  pleasure. 

The  only  thing  that  I  shall  add,  in  opposition  to  the  doc- 
trine of  justification  by  v/orks,  is,  that  v.hatevtr  is  the  matter 
or  ground  of  our  justification  in  the  sight  of  God,  must  be 
pleadable  at  his  bar;  for  we  cannot  be  justified  without  a  plea, 
and  if  any  plea,  taken  from  our  own  vv^orks,  be  thought  suffi- 
cient, how  much  soever  the  proud  and  deluded  heart  of  man 
inay  set  too  great  a  value  upon  them  ;  yet  God  will  not  reckon 
the  plea  valid,  so  as  to  discharge  us  from  guilt,  and  give  us  a 
right  and  title  to  eternal  life  on  the  account  thereof;  which 
leads  us  to  consider, 

2.  The  method  taken  to  explain  this  doctrine  in  the  answer 
before  us,  which  we  think  agreeable  to  the  divine  perfections, 
and  contains  a  tnie  state  of  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith. 
V/e  before  considered  jusiificalion  as  a  forensic  act,  that  we 
might  undei  stand  v.hat  is  meant  by  cur  sins  being  imputed  to 
Christ  our  Head  and  Surety,  and  his  righteousness  imputed  to 
lis,  or  placed  to  our  account.  And  we  are  now  to  speak  ot*^ 
this  righteousness  as  pleaded  by,  or  applied  to  us,  as  the  foun- 
dation of  our  claim  to  all  the  blessings  that  were  piuxhased  by 
it.  Here  we  must  consider  a  sinner  as  bringing  in  his  plea,  in 
order  to  his  discharge  ;  and  this  is  twofold. 

(l.)  If  he  be  charged  by  men,  or  by  Satan,  with  crirnes  not 
eommitted,  he  pleads  his  own  innocencv  ;  if  charged  with  hy- 
pocrisy, he  pleads  his  own  sincerity.  Thus  v.'e  are  to  under- 
stand several  expressions  in  scripture  to  this  purpose ;  as  for 
instance,  when  a  charge  of  the  like  nature  was  brought  in  against 
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Job,  Satan  having  suggested   that  he  did  not  serve  God  for 
nought ;  and  that  if  God  would  touch  his  bone  and  his  fle!,h, 
he  would  curse  him  to  his  face  :  and  his  friends  having  often 
applied  the  character  they  give  of  the  hypocrite  to  him,  and  so 
concluding  him  to  be  a  wicked  person,  he  says,  God  forbid  that 
J fihould  justijij  yon;  that  is,  that  I  should  acknowledge  your 
charge  to  be  just;  till  I die^  J  will  not  remove   mine  intej^rity 
from  me:  mij  righteoitsness  I  hold  feisty  arid  xvill  not  let  it  go: 
my  heart  shall  not  reproach  me  no  long  as  Ilive^  Job  xxvii.  5, 
6.  that  is,  I  never  will  own  what  you  insinuate,  that  my  heart 
is  not  right  with  God.     And  David,  when  complaining  of  the 
ill-treatment  which  he  met  with  from  his  enemies  and  persecu- 
tors, who  desired  not  only  to  tread  doxvn  his  life  upon  the  earthy 
but  to  lay  his  honour  in  the  dust;  to  murder  his  name  as  well 
as  his  person,  he  prays,  yudge  me^  0  Lord^  according  to  my 
righteousness^  and  according  to  mine  integrity  that  is  in  me^ 
Psal.  vii.  8.     What  could   he  plead  against  maliciousness  and 
false  insinuations,  but  his  righteousness  or  his  integrity?   And 
elsewhere,  when  he  says,   The  Lord  rewarded  me  according  to 
my  righteousness  ;  according  to  the  cleanness  of  juy  hands  hath 
he  recompensed  me:  For  I  have  kept  the  ways  of  the  Lord;  his 
judgments  were  before  me.     J  was  also  upright  before  Imn^  and 
have  kept  myself froyn  viine  iniquity^  2  Sam.  xxii.  21,  £ifc.  seq. 
it  is  nothing  else  but  an  intimation,  that  how  much  soever  he 
might  be  charged  with  the  contrary   vices,  he  was,  in  this  re- 
spect, innocent :  and  though  God  did  not  justify   him  at  his 
tribunal,  for  this  righteousness  ;  yet,  in  the  course  of  his  provi- 
dence, he  seemed  to  approve  of  his  plea,  so  far  as  that  what- 
ever the  world  thought  of  him,  he  plainly  dealt  with  him  as 
one  who  was  highly  favoured  by  him ;  or  whom,  by  his  deal- 
ings with  him,  he  evidently  distinguished  from  those  whose 
hearts  were  not  right  with  him.     It  is  true,  some  who  plead 
for  justification  by  our  own   righteousness,  allege  these  scrip- 
tures as  a  proof  of  it,  without  distinguishing  between  the  jus- 
tification of  our  persons  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  the  justifica- 
tion of  our  righteous  cause;  or  our  being  justified  when  ac- 
cused at  God's  tribunal,  and  our  being  justified,  or  vindicated 
from  those  charges  that  are  brought  against  us  at  man*s. 

(2.)  When  a  person  stands  at  God's  tribunal,  as  we  must 
suppose  the  sinner  to  do,  when  bringing  in  his  plea  for  justifi- 
cation in  his  sight ;  then  he  has  nothing  else  to  plead  but  Christ*s 
righteousness ;  and  faith  is  that  grace  that  pleads  it :  and  in 
that  respect  we  are  said  to  be  justified  by  faith,  or  in  a  way  of 
believing.  Faith  doth  not  justify  by  presenting  or  pleading  it- 
self, or  any  other  grace  that  accompanies  or  flows  from  it,  as 
the  cause  why  God  should  forgive  sin,  or  give  us  a  right  to 
•"ternal  life  ;  for  they  have  not  sufficient  worth  or  excellency  in 
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them  to  procure  these  blessings.  Therefore,  M'hcn  we  are  said 
to  be  justified  by  faith,  it  is  bv  faith,  as  apprehending,  plead- 
ing, or  laying  hold  on  Christ's  righteousness;  and  this  gives 
occasion  to  divines  to  call  it  the  instrument  of  our  justification. 
Christ's  righteousness  is  the  thing  claimed  or  apprehended; 
and  faith  is  that  by  which  it  is  claimed  or  apprehended  j  and, 
agreeably  to  the  idea  of  an  instrument,  we  arc  said  not  to  be 
justified  for  faith,  but  by  it.  Christ's  righteousness  is  that 
which  procures  a  discharge  from  condemnation  for  all  for  whom 
it  was  wi-ought  out ;  faith  is  the  hand  that  receives  it ;  where- 
by a  person  has  a  right  to  conclude,  that  it  was  wrought  out 
for  him.  Christ's  righteousness  is  that  which  has  a  tendency 
to  enrich  and  adorn  the  soul ;  and  faith  is  the  hand  that  re- 
ceives it,  whereby  it  becomes  ours,  in  a  way  of  fiducial  ap- 
plication :  and  as  the  righteousness  of  Christ  is  compared,  in 
scripture,  to  a  glorious  robe,  which  renders  the  soul  beauti- 
ful, or  is  its  highest  and  chief  ornament ;  it  is  by  faith  that  it 
is  put  on  ;  and,  in  this  respect,  as  the  prophet  speaks,  its  beau- 
ty is  rendered  perfect  throug'h  his  comeliness,  -which  is  put  upon 
him,  Ezek.  xvi.  14.  so  that  Christ's  righteousness  justifies,  as 
it  is  the  cause  of  our  discharge;  faith  justifies  as  the  instru- 
ment that  applies  this  discharge  to  us  :  thus  when  it  is  said,  the 
Just  shall  live  by  faith,  faith  is  considered  as  that  which  seeks 
to,  and  finds  this  life  in  him;  the  effect  is,  by  a  metonymy, 
iipplied  to  the  instrument ;  as  when  the  husbandman  is  said  to 
live  or  to  be  maintained  by  his  plough,  and  the  artist  to  live  by 
his  hands,  or  the  beggar  by  his  empty  hand  that  receives  the 
donative.  If  a  person  was  in  a  dungeon,  like  the  prophet  Je- 
remiah, and  a  rope  is  let  down  to  draw  him  out  of  it,  his  lay- 
ing hold  on  it  is  the  instrument,  but  the  hand  that  draws  him 
out,  is  the  principal  cause  of  his  release  from  thence ;  or,  that 
we.  may  make  use  of  a  similitude  that  more  directly  illustrates 
the  doctrine  we  are  maintaining,  suppose  a  condemned  male- 
factor had  a  pardon  procured  for  him,  which  gives  him  a  right 
to  liberty,  or  a  discharge  from  the  place  of  his  confinement, 
this  must  be  pleaded,  and  his  claim  be  rendered  visible ;  and 
^fter  that  he  is  no  longer  deemed  a  guilty  person,  but  discharg- 
ed, in  open  court,  from  the  sentence  that  he  was  under.  Thus 
Christ  procures  forgiveness  by  his  blood ;  the  gospel  holds  it 
forth,  and  describes  those  who  have  a  right  to  claim  it  as  be- 
longing to  him  in  particular :  and  hence  arises  a  visible  dis- 
charge from  condemnation,  and  a  right  to  claim  the  benefits 
that  attend  it.  If  we  understand  justification  by  faith,  in  this 
sense,  we  do  not  attribute  too  much  to  faith  on  the  one  hand, 
jior  too  little  to  Christ's  righteousness  on  the  other. 

And  we  rather  choose   to   call  faith  an  instrument,  than  a 
v'ondii.ion  of  our  justification,  being  sensible,  that  the  word  con- 
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idit'ion  IS  generally  used  to  signify  that  for  the  sake  whereof,  a 
benefit  is  confen-ed,  rather  than  the  instrument  by  which  it  is 
applied ;  not  but  that  it  may  be  explained  in  such  a  way,  us  is 
consistent  with  the  doctrine  of  justification  by  faith,  as  before 
considered.  We  do  not  deny  that  faith  is  the  condition  of  our 
claim  to  Christ's  righteousness ;  or  that  it  is  God's  ordimmce, 
without  which  Ave  have  no  ground  to  conclude  our  interest  in 
it.  We  must  therefore  distinguish  between  its  being  a  condi- 
tion of  forgiveness,  and  its  being  a  condition  of  our  visible  and 
apparent  right  hereunto.  This  cannot  be  said  to  belong  to  us, 
unless  we  receive  it ;  neither  can  we  conclude  that  v/e  have  an 
interest  in  Christ's  redemption,  any  more  than  they  for  whom 
he  did  not  lay  down  his  life,  but  by  this  medium.  We  must 
first  consider  Christ's  righteousness  as  wrought  out  for  all  them, 
that  were  given  him  by  the  Father ;  and  faith  is  that  which 
gives  us  ground  to  conclude,  that  this  privilege,  in  particular, 
belongs  to  us. 

This  account  of  the  use  of  faith  in  justification,  we  cannot 
but  think  sufficient  to  obviate  the  most  material  objections  that 
are  brought  against  our  way  of  maintaining  the  doctrine  of  jus- 
tification, viz.  by  Christ's  righteousness,  in  one  respect,  and 
by  faith  in  another.  It  is  an  injurious  suggestion  to  suppose 
that  we  deny  the  necessity  of  faith  in  any  sense,  or  conclude, 
that  we  may  lay  claim  to  this  privilege  without  it ;  since  we 
strenuousl}'  assert  the  necessity,  on  the  one  hand,  of  Christ's 
righteousness  being  wrought  out  for  us,  and  forgiveness  pro- 
cured thereby;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  necessity  of  our  re- 
ceiving it,  each  of  which  is  true  in  its  respective  place.  Christ 
must  have  the  glory  that  is  due  to  him,  and  faith  the  work,  or 
office  that  belongs  to  it. 

Thus  we  have  considered  Christ's  righteousness  as  applied 
by  faith  ',  and  it  may  be  also  observed,  that  there  is  one  scrip- 
ture, in  which  it  is  said  to  be  imputed  by  fcdth^  as  the  apostle 
Paul,  when  speaking  concerning  Abraham's  justification  by 
faith,  in  this  righteousness,  says,  It  was  imputed  to  him  for 
righteousness ;  and  adds,  that  it  xvas  not  written  for  his  sake 
alone,  that  it  xvas  imputed  to  him^  but  for  us  alsOy  to  whojn  it 
shall  be  imputed^  if  we  believe^  Rom.  iv.  22,  23,  24.  in  which 
scripture,  I  conceive,  that  imputation  is  taken  for  application ; 
and  accordingly  the  meaning  is,  the  righteousness  of  Christ  is 
so  imputed,  as  that  we  have  ground  to  place  it  to  our  own  ac- 
count, if  we  believe ;  which  is  the  same  with  applying  it  by 
faith,  (a) 
— -■ —        ■■  .■      ■  ' 

(a)  "  Abraham  believed  God  and  it  was  imputed  or  counted  to  him  for  nph- 
teousness."  Tliis  passage  of  Scripture  is  found  with  little  vai-iation  also  in  the 
iioisllc  to  the  Galalians  (iii.  6.)  and  in  the  Epistle  of  James  (ii-  23.)  ;ind  in  each 
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An<l  whereas  the  apostle  speaks  elsewhere  oi  faith'' s  hevig 
counted  for  righteojisness^  ver.  5.  it  must  be  allowed,  that  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  the  mode  of  expression.     If  we 


of  the  places  it  seems  to  have  been  introduced  in  support  of  its  context  from  the 
first  booii  of  Moses,  (xv.  6.) 

Aloses  is  givinj^  ;it  tiiat  place  a  visionary  (:is  we  suppose)  correspondence  be- 
tween Jehovali  aiul  Abraliam;  in  which  tlie  Lord  promises  to  the  patriarch  to 
he  his  *'  shield  and  exceeding  great  reward,"  and  upon  Abraham's  comjjlaining 
tliat  he  was  childless,  liis  attention  is  directed  to  the  stars,  and  he  is  told  that 
it  will  l)c-  equally  imiiracticable  to  numl)cr  his  posterity,  and  then  follow  the 
Words  "  Abraham  believed  in  *  the  Lord,  and  he  counted  it  to  hnn  for  righte- 
ousness." 

Here  it  is  piven  as  an  old-testament  proof  of  that  which  has  been  a  little  be- 
fore asserted  "  tliat  a  man  is  justified  by  faith  without  the  deeds  of  the  law," 
but  because  this  doctririe  would  seem  to  make  void  the  law,  the  apostle  states 
this  objection,  then  denies  it  with  abhorrence,  and  introduces  for  his  support 
Abraham's  justification  before  God,  '♦  if  Abraham  were  justified  by  works  he 
*'  hath  whereof  to  glory,  but  not  before  God;  for  what  saith  the  scriptures  Abra- 
*'  ham  believed  God,  and  it  was  counted  unto  him  for  righteousness." 

in  the  letter  to  tlie  christians  of  (ialatia  he  aims  to  bring  them  back  from  de- 
pending on  their  obedience  to  tlie  moral  and  ceremonial  laws,  to  a  reliance  upon 
•  :nrist  i.w  salvation,  he  declares  that  "  by  the  works  of  the  law  no  flesii  shall  b«i 
"justified"  mthesigiitof  God;  and  that  christians  are  "dead  to  the  law,"  "seek 
"  to  be  justified  by  Cluist,"  and  "  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God."  He  as- 
serts "  if  rigiiteousness  come  by  the  law  tlien  Christ  is  dead  in  vain."  He  char- 
ges the  Galutians  with  folly.  Ai"ter  having  heard,  seen,  and  experienced  the  doc- 
trines of  tiie  Gospel,  its  extraordinary  and  ordinary  spiritual  powers,  to  go  back 
to  dead  works  would  argue  something  like  fa.scination.  And  tiien  to  show  that 
the  Gospel  mode  of  justification  by  faith  was  not  peculiar  to  the  tTUspel  he  quotes 
from  the  book  of  Genesis  these  words ;  "  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it  was  ac- 
•'  counted  to  him  for  righteousness." 

'I'he  apostle  James  reprehends  such  as  profess  to  he  believers  and  yet  are  not 
careful  to  maintain  good  works ;  such  professions  of  faith  are  less  credible  than 
the  fruits  of  holiness  ;  "  show  me  thy  faith  without  thy  works,  and  I  will  show 
"  thee  my  faith  by  my  works."  Faith  without  woi'ks  he  pronounces  to  be  dead, 
not  merely  inoperative,  but  destitute  of  a  living  principle.  He  then  introduces 
Abraham's  example  of  offering  up  Isafic  as  a  i)roof  of  his  faith;  this  work  being  a 
manifest  effect  of  his  faith  in  God,  justifies,  in  the  sight  of  all  men,  his  character 
as  a  believer,  "  and  the  scripture"  he  says  "  was ////^"//et/ which  saith  Abraham 
"  believed  God,  and  it  was  imputed  unto  him  for  righteousness."  The  offering 
lip  of  Isaac,  having  taken  place  several  years  after  it  had  been  said  that  "  Abra- 
"  ham  believed  God,"  was  an  undeniable  evidence  of  the  truth,  and  a  fulfilment, 
of  that  scripture. 

Abraham's  faith  here  mentioned  has  been  understood  as  implying  both  the  act 
of  believing  God's  promises  and  his  yielding  to  the  call  of  God  by  emigrating, 
&c.  f  which  faith,  and  its  fruits,  though  an  imperfect  righteousness,  was,  it  is 
alleged,  by  the  favour  of  God  accepted  as  a  justifying  righteousness. 

But  the  apostle  here  contrasts  faith  with  works,  and  denies  a  justification  be- 
foi'e  God  to  be  attainable  by  our  obedience,  consequently  his  introduction  of  A- 
])raham's  justification  by  his  good  deetls  would  have  destroyed  his  own  argu- 
ment. 

Others  ^  understand  Abraham  to  have  been  justified  on  the  account  of  the 
mei-e  act  oi' believing  -.  and  this  has  been  confined  to  his  faith  in  the  one  promise 
of  a  numerous  posterity. 

That  the  Lord  §  "  in  judging  Abraham  will  place  on  one  side  of  the  account 
*  his  duties,  and  on  the  other  Wis  fierformances,  and  on  tlie  side  of  his  perfonr.* 

•  The  quolarions  of  PauI  and  James  follow  the  Ixx.  in  O'nitcing  the  in. 
t  Hamuiond.  I  Whiiby,'  Macfeiiight,  j  Mucknight. 
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assert  that  the  act  of  believing  is  imputed  for  righteousnes?,  ni 
they  who  establish  the  doctrine  of  justification  bv  works,  or  by 
faith  as  a  work,  we  overthrow  that  v^-hich  we  have  been  niaiu- 


•'  ances  he  will  place  his  faith,  and  by  mere  f..vour  value  it  equal  to  a  coi-nple'*; 
"  jjerfunnance  ot"liis  duly,  and  reward  him  as  it'  he  wtre  a  perfectly  rigiiteous 
"  person." 

Faith  is  the  mind's  assent  to  external  evidence  ;  faith  thus  strictly  consideird 
Ks  an  act,  is  man's  act,  as  much  so  as  any  can  be,  and  as  the  understanding  at 
ie;ist  in  its  application  1o  the  evidence  nmst  be  accompanied  by  the  consent  of 
the  Will,  here  is  every  thing  that  is  necessary  to  constitute  a  work,  and  accoi-d- 
ingly  it  is  commanded  as  a  duty,  tlie  neglect  of  wiiich  is  criminal.  If  it  be  tliuv 
tliat  faith  justifies  the  believer  in  the  sight  of  (iod,  tlien  there  is  no  propriety  lu 
saying  we  are  not  justified  by  works,  and  if  it  were  possible  still  less  m  addu- 
cing the  example  of  Abraham's  justification  by  that  which  was  no  more  thtat  a 
duty  to  prove  that  we  cannot  be  justified  by  works,  "  Christ  being-  t!ie  end  oi" 
"  tiie  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  who  believeth."  If  man  can  be  so  jus- 
tified boasting  is  nut  exchidtd  lie  h:is  whereof  to  gloiy. 

But  the  design  of  the  apostle  was  to  show  that  Abraham  himself  one  of  the 
holiest  of  meii  with  all  his  good  deeds,  and  implicit  obedience  to  divine  con^- 
inands  was  not  justified  tor  his  own  holiness  or  godliness,  for  that  is  tlie  opi- 
nion iie  is  combating,  but  by  what  he  calls  faitli.  When  tlie  things  which  we  :\v^ 
required  to  believe  are  of  a  .spiritual  natui-e,  the  "  carnal  mind"  requires  to  he. 
freed  from  its  prejudices  before  it  will  "  receive  them,"  and  because  supernatu- 
ral aid  is  necessary  to  sucii  minds  and  all  naturally  possess  them,  such  "  faith" 
must  unquestionabiy  be  "  the  gift  of  God"  in  a  sense  higher  tlian  that  of  every 
nUier  species  of  faith  exercised  under  the  support  ot  Divine  Providence.  If  fail ii 
is  a  gift  of  God  it  merits  nothirig  for  us,  can  never  create  an  obligation  on  Divine 
justice  for  remuneration,  and  .so  can  never  be  ajnsli/ifiiig  righteousness. 

Jn  his  epistle  to  the  Galatians  thatwhich  hetermsa  being  "justified by  faith" 
he  also  denominates  a  being  "justified  by  faith  in  Christ"  so  that  hisjustifvin;^ 
faith  is  not  mertiy  a  belief  of  the  truth  of  what  God  has  spoken,  but  is  connectvfi 
in  some  manner  with  Christ,  and  that  it  is  not  the  mere  act  of  believing  in  Christ 
which  is  the  ground  of  such  justification  is  plain  from  this,  that  he  expresses  th« 
same  thing  by  the  words,  "  being  justified  by  Christ."  if  it  is  true  that  we  are 
justified  by  faith,  and  also  justified  by  Christ,  it  must  be  meant  in  different  senses, 
and  to  give  effect  to  these  words  thus  differently  connected,  it  stems  necessaiy 
tosup[)ose  the  righteousness  of  Christ  as  the  meritorious  cause  or  ground  of  jus- 
tification, and  faith  the  instrumental.  "To  as  many  as  received  him  to  them  gave 
**  fie  power  to  become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  as  many  as  believed  on  his  name," 
or  .it  least  as  the  concomitant  of  it,  where  ail  other  requisites  exist  as  well  as 
grace  tijr  its  production. 

It  IS  not  the  holiness  of  his  faith  that  is  accounted  for  rlghteou.sness  to  him  ; 
faith  is  a  holy  duty  but  not  more  so  than  some  others,  and  not  so  much  so  as  love, 
•«  now  abide  faith,  hope,  love,  and  the  gre.'itest  of  these  is  love;"  nor  are  clirif- 
tians  ever  said  to  be  justified  by  love,  joy,  peace,  patience,  or  by  any  other  grac.*-, 
except  by  faith.  From  whence  it  follows  that  it  is  not  the  holiness  of  faith  for 
w  Inch  the  believer  is  justified,  and  yet  that  tliere  is  some  property  not  comniou 
to  any  other  grace  or  duty,  which  must  be  concerned  in  our  justification;  an  L 
no  doubt  it  is  because  faith  lays  hold  on  him  for  wiiose  sake  aloiie  we  can  be  jus- 
tified. 

Or  faith  may  be  put  for  its  object,  as  the  words  fear,  hope,  joy,  and  love  are ; 
God  is  our  fear,  our  hope,  otc.  "  Thy  faith  iiath  saved  thee,"  it  w  as  not  her  faitl , 
but  its  object,  Christ's  power,  that  liealed  her. 

The  seed  which  was  promised  embraced  Christ,  whose  day  .\braham  saw  af:u- 
off;  so  this  faith  had  the  Redeemer  for  its  object.  In  the  epistle  to  the  Galatians 
there  follow  the  quotation  these  words,  "  as  many  as  are  of  fiiith  are  the  cluldr*  .i 
"  of  Abraham,"  these  are  called  his  spu-itual  seed,  and  believe  in  Christ,  now  m 
.ail  wljo  believe  in  Ghristaije  thereby  the  cUiidicn  of  Abraham,  aJid  Aliaham  Uicir 
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taining :  and  if,  on  the  otlier  hand,  we  understand  faith,  foi 
the  object  of  faith,  z>i2.  what  was  wrought  out  by  Christ,  which 
faith  is  conversant  about,  and  conclude,  (as  I  conceive  we  ought 
to  do,)  that  this,  is  imputed  for  righteousness,  this  is  suppo- 
sed, by  some,  to  deviate  too  much  from  the  common  sense  ol 
words,  to  be  allowed  of:  but  if  there  be  such  a  figurative  way 
of  speaking  used  in  other  scriptures,  why  may  we  not  suppose 
that  it  is  used  in  this  text  under  our  present  consideration  ?  If 
other  graces  are  sometimes  taken  for  the  object  thereof,  why 
may  not  faith  be  taken,  by  a  metonymy,  for  its  object?  Thus 
the  apostle  calls  those  whom  he  writes  to,  his  joy^  that  is,  the 
object,  or  matter  thereof,  Phil.  iv.  1.  And  in  the  book  of  Can- 
ticles, the  church  calls  Christ  her  love^  Cant.  iv.  8.  that  is,  the 
object  thereof.  And  elsewhere,  hope  is  plainly  taken  for  the 
object  of  it,  when  the  apostle  says,  Hope  that  is  seen.,  is  not 
hope :  for  what  a  7nan  seeth^  xvhij  doth  he  yet  hope  for  ?  Rom. 
viii.  24.  Bv  which  he  plainly  intends,  that  whatever  is  the 
object  of  hope,  cannot  be  in  our  present  possession :  and  Christ 
is  farther  styled.  The  blessed  hope^Txt.  ii.  13.  that  is,  the  per- 
son whose  appearance  we  hope  for.  And  Jacob  speaks  of  God 
as  the  fear  of  his  father  Isaac,  Gen.  xxxi.  53.  that  is,  the  per- 
son whom  he  worshipped  with  revei-ential  fear;  in  all  which 
cases  the  phraseology  is  equally  difficult  with  that  of  the  text, 
under  our  present  consideration.  Thus  concerning  Christ's 
righteousnesss,  as  wrought  out  for  us,  and  applied  by  faith ; 
which  is  the  foundation  of  all  our  peace  and  comfort,  both  in 
life  and  death ;  and  therefore  cannot  but  be  reckoned  a  doctrine 
of  the  highest  impoi'tance  :  we  shall  now  consider  some  things 
that  may  be  inferred  from  it.     And, 

[l.]  From  what  has  been  said  concerning  justification,  as 
founded  in  Christ's  suretyship-righteousness,  wrought  out  for 
us,  by  Avhat  was  done  and  suffered  by  him,  in  his  human  na- 
ture ;  and  the  infinite  value  thereof,  as  depending  on  the  glory 
of  the  divine  nature,  to  which  it  is  united,  we  cannot  but  in- 
fer the  absurdity  of  two  contrary  opinions,  namely,  that  of  those 
who  have  asserted,  that  we  are  justified  by  the  essential  righte- 
ousness of  Christ  as  God*;  and  that  of  others,  who  pretend, 
that  because  all  mediatorial  acts  are  performed  by  Christ  only 
as  man :  therefore  the  infinite  dignity  of  the  divine  nature,  has 
no  reference  to  their  being  satisfactory  to  divine  justice.  This 
is  what  they  mean  when  they  say,  that  we  are  justified  by 

*  Tids  opinion  -zvas  propagated  soon  after  the  refoniiatiorr,  btj  Andr.  Osiander, 
v:uo  lived  u  little  btfore  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century. 


I'alher  or  pattern  of  faith,  his  faith  must  have  been  of  the  same  kind.  Therp 
rould  have  been  little  propriety  in  giving  a  faith  of  any  otlier  kind  as  a  pattern  t^ 
those  who  arc  to  believe  in  Christ  that  they  may  be  "justified  by  his  blood"' 
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Christ's  righteousness  as  man,  in  opposition  to  our  being  jus- 
tified by  his  e&scutlal  righteousness  as  God  *;  whereas,  I  think,, 
the  truth  lies  in  a  77icdium  between  both  these  extremes ;  on  the 
one  hand  we  niust  suppose,  that  Christ's  engagement  to  be- 
come  a  surety  for  us,  and  so  stand  in  our  room  and  stead,  and 
thereby  to  pay  the  debt  which  we  had  contracted  to  the  justice 
of  God,  could  not  be  done  in  any  other  than  the  human  na- 
ture ;  for  the  divine  nature  is  not  capable  of  being  under  a  law^ 
or  fulfilling  it,  or,  in  any  instance,  of  obeying,  or  suffering  j 
and  therefore,  we  cannot  be  justified  by  Christ's  essential  righ- 
teousness, as  God  J  and,  on  the  other  hand,  what  Christ  did 
and  suffered  as  man,  would  not  have  been  sufficient  for  our 
justification,  had  it  not  had  an  infinite  value  put  upon  it,  ari- 
sing from  the  union  of  the  nature  that  suffered  with  the  divine 
nature,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  apostle's  expression,  when 
he  says,  God  purchased  the  church  xvith  his  own  bloody  Acts, 
XX.  28. 

[2.]  From  what  has  been  said,  concerning  the  fruits  and  ef- 
fects of  justification,  as  by  virtue  hereof  our  sins  are  pardoned, 
and  we  made  accepted  in  the  beloved,  we  infer;  that  it  is  not 
only  an  unscri plural  way  of  speaking,  but  has  a  tendency  to 
overthrow  the  doctrine  we  have  been  mali.taining,  to  assert,  as 
some  do,  that  God  is  only  rendered  reconcileable  by  what  was 
done  and  suffered  by  Christ.  This  seems  to  be  maintained  by 
those  who  treat  on  this  subject,  with  a  different  view.  Some 
speak  of  God's  being  rendered  reconcileable  by  Christ's  righte- 
ousness that  they  might  make  way  for  what  they  have  farther 
to  advance,  namely,  that  God's  being  reconciled  to  a  sinner, 
is  the  result  of  his  own  repentance,  or  the  amendment  of  his 
life,  whereby  he  makes  his  peace  with  him;  which  is  to  make 
repentance  or  reformation  the  matter  of  our  justification,  and 
substitute  it  in  the  room  of  Christ's  righteousness  :  therefore,, 
they  who  speak  of  God's  being  made  reconcileable  in  this  sense, 
by  his  blood,  are  so  far  from  giving  a  true  account  ol  the  doc- 
trine of  justification,  that,  in  reality,  they  overthrow  it. 

But  there  are  others,  v.ho  speak  of  God's  being  reconcilea- 
ble as  the  consequence  of  Christ's  satisfaction,  that  they  mi^ht 
not  be  thought  to  assert  that  God  is  actually  reconciled  by  the 
blood  of  Christ,  to  those  who  arc  in  an  unconverted  state,  which 
is  inconsistent  therewith ;  therefore  they  use  this  mode  of  ex- 
pression, lest  they  should  be  thought  to  give  countenance  to  the 
doctrine  of  actual  justification  before  faith;  but  certainly  we 
are  under  no  necessity  of  advancing  one  ab3urdily  to  avoid  an- 

•  This  opinion  loas  propagated  soon  after  by  Sitiiicartis,  in  opposition  to  Osian- 
dcr,  whom  Du  Pin  reckons  amongst  the  Sficiniuns,  or,  at  least,  that  iifier  he  hii4i 
advanced  thin  notion,  he  denied  the  doctrine  of  the  Triniti',  [^Sce  Du  J'in  s  eiCi. 
hist,  sixteenth  ceiUurv^  book  iv.  ilmp.  6  J 

Vol.  ill      ^  P 
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Other :  therefore,  kt  it  be  here  considered,  that  the  scriptiii^s 
speaks  expressly  of  God's  being  reconciled  by  the  death  of 
Christ ;  and  accordingly  he  is  said  to  have  brought  him  again 
from  the  dcad^  as  a  God  of  peace^  Heb.  xiii.  20.  And  elsewhere^ 
he  speaks  of  God\s  having  reconciled  us  to  himself  by  fesufi 
Chri'tt,  2  Cor.  v.  18.  and  not  becoming  reconcilable  to  us. 
Again,  When  we  loere  enemies  tve  xvere  reconciled  to  God  by  the 
death  of  hi'i  Son^  much  more  being  reconciled^  xve  shall  besavedy 
ilcn.  V.  10.  that  is,  shall  obtain  the  saving  effects^  of  this  re- 
conciliation by  his  life.  And  again.  Having  made  peace  through 
the  blood  of  his  cross^  by  hir.i  to  reconcile  all  things  to  himself: 
and  you  that  -were  sometimes  alienated.,  and  enemies  in  your 
mind  by  ruicked  xvorks^  yet  now  hath  he  reconciled.,  iti  the  body 
of  his  flesh  through  deaths  to  present  you  holy  and  unblaraeablcy 
and  unreprovable  in  his  sight.  Col.  i.  21,  22.  Where  he  des- 
'cribes  those  who  were  reconciled  as  once  enennies,  and  speaks 
of  this  privilege  as  being  procured  by  the  death  of  Christ,  and 
of  holiness  here,  and  salvation  hereafter,  as  the  consequence  of 
"it;  therefore  it  is  such  a  reconciliation  as  is  contained  in  our 
justification. 

But  though  this  :\^ipears  ver}''  agreeable  to  the  mind  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  in  scrj^jture,  yet  it  must  be  understood  in  con- 
sistency with  those  other  scriptures,  that  represent  persons  in 
an  unconverted  state,  as  children  of  rvrath,  Eph.  ii.  3.  and  be- 
ing hateful,  Tit.  iii.  3.  that  is,  not  only  deserving  to  be  hated 
by  God,  but  actually  hated,  as  appears  bv  the  many  threat- 
nings  that  are  denounced  against  them,  and  their  being  in  a 
condemned  state,  that  we  mav  not  give  countenance  to  the  doc- 
trine of  some,  who,  not  distinguishing  between  God's  secret 
and  revealed  will,  maintain  that  we  are  not  only  virtually,  but 
actually  justified  before  we  believe ;  as  though  we  had  a  ri^t 
to  claim  Chnst's  righteousness  before  we  have  any  ground  to 
conclude,  that  it  was  wrought  out  for  us :  but  what  has  been 
already  suggested  concerning  justification  by  faith,  will,  I  think, 
sufficiently  remove  this  difficulty. 

The  only  thing  that  remains  to  be  explained  is ;  how  God 
may  be  said  to  be  reconciled  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  to  a  per- 
son who  is  in  an  unconverted  state,  and  as  such,  represented  as 
a  child  of  wrath?  for  the  understanding  of  which,  let  us  con- 
sider, that  so  long  as  a  person  is  an  unbeliever,  he  has  no 
ground  to  conclude,  according  to  the  tenor  of  God's  revealed 
will,  that  he  is  reconciled  to  him,  or  that  he  is  any  other  than 
a  child  of  wrath.  Nevertheless,  when  we  speak  of  God's  be- 
ing reconciled  to  his  elect,  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  secret 
will,  before  they  believe,  that  is  in  effect  to  say,  that  justifica- 
tion, as  it  is  an  immanent  act  in  God,  is  antecedent  to  faith, 
which  is  a  "sertain  truth,  inasmuch  as  faith  is  a  fruit  and  con- 
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sequence  thereof:  whereas,  God  does  not  declare  that  he  is 
reconciled  to  us,  or  give  us  ground  to.  conclude  it ;  whereby  wc 
appear  no  longer  to  be  children  of  wrath,  till  wc  believe.  If 
this  be  duly  considered,  we  have  no  reason  to  assert,  that  God 
is  reconcileable,  rather  than  reconciled  by  the  death  of  Christ, 
lest  we  should  be  thought  to  maintain  the  doctrine  of  justifica- 
tion, or  deliverance  from  wrath,  as  a  declared  act,  before  we 
believe.  And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  God  was  reconcileable 
to  his  elect,  that  is,  willing  to  be  reconciled  to  them  before 
Christ  died  for  them  ;  otherwise  he  would  never  have  sent  him 
into  the  world  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  sins  of  his  peo- 
ple :  he  was  reconcileable,  and  therefore  designed  to  turn  from 
the  fierceness  of  his  wrath ;  and  in  order  thereunto,  he  ap- 
pointed Christ  to  make  satisfaction  for  sin,  and  procure  peace 
for  them. 

[3.]  There  is  not  the  least  Inconsistency  between  those  scrip- 
tures which  speak  of  justification  as  being  an  act  of  God's  free 
grace,  and  others,  which  speak  of  it  as  being,  by  faith,  found- 
ed on  Christ's  righteousness ;  or  between  God's  pardoning  sin 
freely,  without  regard  to  any  thing  done  by  us  to  procure  it  i 
and  yet  insisting  on,  and  receiving  a  full  satisfaction,  as  the 
meritorious  and  procuring  cause  of  it.  This  is  sometimes  ob- 
jected against  what  we  have  advanced  in  explaining  the  doc- 
trine of  justification,  as  being,  in  some  respects,  an  act  of  jus- 
tice, and  in  others,  of  grace ;  as  though  it  were  inconsistent 
with  itself,  and  our  method  of  explaining  it  were  liable  to  an 
absurdity,  which  is  contrary  to  reason  ;  as  though  two  contra- 
dictory propositions  could  be  both  true;  namely,  that  justifi- 
cation should  be  an  act  of  the  strictest  justice,  without  any  a- 
batement  of  the  debt  demanded,  and  yet  of  free  grace,  with- 
out insisting  on  the  payment  of  the  debt :  but  this  seeming  con- 
tradiction may  be  easily  reconciled,  if  we  consider  that  the  debt 
was  not  paid  by  us  in  our  own  persons  ;  which  had  it  been 
done,  it  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  forgiveness's  being 
an  act  of  grace ;  but  by  our  surety,  and  in  that  respect  there 
was  no  abatement  of  the  debt,  nor  did  he  receive  a  discharge 
by  an  act  of  grace,  but  was  justified  as  our  head  or  surety,  by 
his  own  righteousness,  or  works  performed  by  him ;  whereas, 
we  are  justifiied  by  his  suretyship-righteousness,  without  works 
performed  by  us ;  and  this  surety  was  provided  for  us ;  as  has 
been  before  observed;  and  therefore,  when  we  speak  of  justi- 
fication, as  being  an  act  of  grace,  we  distinguish  between  the 
justification  of  our  surety,  after  he  had  given  full  satisfaction 
for  the  debt  which  we  had  contracted  ;  and  this  payment's  be- 
ing placed  to  our  account  by  God's  gracious  imputation  there- 
of to  us,  and  our  obtaining  forgiveness  as  the  result  thereof, 
which  can  be  no  other  than  an  act  of  the  highest  grace. 
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[4.]  From  what  has  been  said  concerning  justiiication  by- 
faith,  we  infer,  the  method,  order  and  time,  in  which  God  jus- 
tifies his  people.  There  are  some  who  not  only  speak  of  justi- 
fication before  faith,  but  from  eternity ;  and  consider  it  as  an 
immanent  act  in  God  in  the  same  sense  as  election  is  said  to 
be.  I  will  not  deny  eternal  justification,  provided  it  be  con- 
sidered as  contained  in  God's  secret  will,  and  not  made  the 
rule  by  which  we  are  to  determine  ourselves  to  be  in  a  justifi- 
ed state,  and  as  such  to  have  a  right  and  title  to  eternal  life, 
before  it  is  revealed  or  apprehended  by  faith  :  if  we  take  it  in 
this  sense,  it  is  beyond  dispute,  that  justification  is  not  by  faith; 
but  inasmuch  as  the  most  known,  yea,  the  only  sense  in  which 
justification  is  spoken  of,  as  applied  to  particular  persons,  is, 
that  it  is  by  faith  :  therefore,  we  must  suppose, 

isf.  That  it  is  a  declared  act.  That  which  is  hid  in  God, 
and  not  declared,  cannot  be  said  to  be  applied ;  and  that  which 
is  not  applied,  cannot  be  the  rule  by  which  particular  persons 
may  judge  of  their  state.  Thus,  if  we  speak  of  eternal  elec- 
tion, and  say,  That  God  has  peremptorily  determined  the  state 
of  those  that  shall  be  saved,  that  they  shall  not  perish  ;  this  is 
nothing  to  particular  persons,  unless  they  hav^e  ground  to  con- 
clude themselves  elected.  So  if  we  say  that  God  has,  from  all 
eternity,  given  his  elect  into  Christ's  hands;  that  he  has  un- 
dertaken before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  to  redeem  them ; 
and  that,  pursuant  hereunto,  God  promised  that  he  would  give 
eternal  life  vmto  them  ;  or,  if  we  consider  Christ  as  having  ful- 
filled what  he  undertook  from  all  eternity,  finished  transgres- 
sion, brought  in  everlasting  righteousness,  and  fully  paid  the 
debt  which  he  undertook  ;  consider  him  as  being  discharged, 
and  receiving  an  acquittance,  when  raised  from  the  j^dead ; 
and  all  this  as  done  in  the  name  of  the  elect,  as  their  head  and 
representative  ;  and  if  you  farther  consider  them,  as  it  is  often 
expressed,  as  virtually  justified  in  him;  all  this  is  nothing  to 
them,  with  respect  to  their  peace  and  comfort;  they  have  no 
jncre  a  right  to  claim  an  interest  in  this  privilege  or  relation, 
than  if  he  had  not  paid  a  price  for  them.  Therefore,  we  sup- 
pose that  justification,  as  it  is  the  foundation  of  our  claim  to 
eternal  life,  is  a  declared  act. 

2d,  If  justification  be  a  declared  act,  there  must  be  some 
method  which  God  uses,  whereby  he  declares,  or  makes  it 
known.  Now  it  is  certain,  that  he,  no  where  in  scripture,  telh 
an  unbeliever  that  he  has  an  interest  in  Christ's  righteousness, 
or  that  his  sins  are  pardoned,  or  gives  him  any  warrant  to  take 
comfort  from  any  such  conclusion;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
'juch  an  one  has  no  ground  to  conclude  any  other,  concerning 
himself,  but  that  he  is  a  child  of  wrath  ;  for  he  is  to  judge  ot 
things  according  to  the  tenor  of  God's  revealed  will.     Christ's 
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righteousness  is  nothing  to  him  in  point  of  application  ;  he  is 
guihy  of  bold  presumption  if  he  lays  claim  to  it,  or  takes  com- 
fort from  it,  as  much  as  he  would  be  were  he  to  say,  some  arc 
elected,  therefore  I  am.    Nevertheless, 

3^,  When  a  person  believes,  he  has  a  right  to  conclude,  that 
he  is  justified,  or  to  claim  all  the  privileges  that  result  from  it; 
and  this  is  what  we  call  justification  by  faith,  which  therefore 
cannot  be  before  faith ;  for  that  which  gives  a  person  a  right 
to  claim  a  privilege,  must  be  antecedent  to  this  claim ;  or,  that 
which  is  the  foundation  of  a  person's  concluding  himself  to  be 
justified,  must  be  antecedent  to  his  making  this  conclusion ; 
and  in  this  respect,  all  who  duly  consider  what  they  affirm, 
must  conclude  that  justification  is  not  before  faith. 

[5.]  From  what  has  been  said  concerning  the  office  or  use 
of  faith  in  justification,  as  it  is  an  instrument  that  applies 
Christ's  righteousness  to  ourselves,  we  infer;  that  it  is  more 
than  an  evidence  of  our  justification  :  we  do  not  indeed  deny 
it  to  be  an  evidence  that  we  were  virtually  justified  in  Christ 
as  our  head  and  representative,  when  he  was  raised  from  the 
dead,  in  the  same  sense  as  it  is  an  evidence  of  our  eternal  elec- 
tion :  but  this  is  equally  applicable  to  all  other  graces,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  a  true  description  of  justifying  faith.  If  we  are 
justified  by  faith,  only  as  it  is  an  evidence  of  our  right  to 
Christ's  righteousness,  we  are  as  much  justified  by  love,  pa- 
tience, and  submission  to  the  divine  will,  or  any  other  grace 
that  accompanies  salvation ;  but  they  who  speak  of  faith  as  on- 
ly an  evidence,  will  not  say  that  we  are  justified  by  all  other 
graces,  in  the  same  sense  as  we  are  justified  by  faith ;  and  in- 
deed, the  scripture  gives  us  no  warrant  so  to  do. 

[6.]  From  what  has  been  said  concerning  faith  as  giving  us 
a  right  to  claim  Christ's  righteousness,  we  infer ;  that  a  per- 
son is  justified  before  he  has  what  we  call,  the  faith  of  assu- 
rance ;  of  which  more  hereafter  :  therefore  we  consider  the 
grace  of  faith,  as  justifying  or  giving  us  a  right  to  claim  Christ's 
righteousness,  vv'hether  we  have  an  actual  claim  or  no.  This 
must  be  allowed,  otherwise  the  loss  of  this  assurance  would  in- 
fer the  suspension  or  loss  of  our  justification,  and  consequently 
would  render  our  state  as  uncertain  as  our  frames,  or  our  peace 
with  God,  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  liable  to  be  lost 
as  that  peace  and  joy  which  we  sometimes  have  in  believing, 
and  at  other  times  are  destitute  of. 

[7.]  From  what  has  been  said  concerning  justifying  faith's 
being  accompanied  with  all  other  graces,  we  infer;  that  that 
faith  which  is  justifying,  is  also  a  saving  grace,  or  a  grace  which 
accompanies  salvation ;  but  yet  there  is  this  difference  between 
saving  faith,  as  we  generally  call  it,  and  justifying,  in  that  the 
former  respects  Christ  in  all  his  offices,  the  latter  coasidcr5ihim 
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only  In  his  Priestly  olHce,  or  as  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation 
lor  sin.  And  this  leads  us  to  con.sidi^r  the  grace  of  faith  in  its 
larger  extent,  both  with  respect  to  its  acts  and  object'i,  as  con- 
tained in  the  former  of  the  answers  we  are  explaining :  and 
therefore, 

We  are  now  to  consider  the  nature  of  faith  in  general,  or  of 
that  faith,  which,  as  before  explained,  we  call  justifying.  There 
are  some  things  in  this  grace  which  are  common  to  it  with 
other  graces ;  particularly,  it  is  styled  a  saving  grace,  not  as 
being  the  cause  of  our  salvation,  but  as  it  accompanies,  or  is 
connected  with  it.  Again,  it  is  said  to  be  wrought  in  the  heart 
of  a  sinner,  to  distinguish  it  from  other  habits  of  a  lower  na- 
ture, which  are  acquired  by  us ;  and  it  is  said  to  be  wrought 
by  the  Spirit  and  Word  of  God ;  by  his  Spirit,  as  the  principal 
efficient,  who,  in  order  thereunto,  exerts  his  divine  power;  and 
by  the  word,  as  the  instrument  which  he  makes  use  of.  The 
Word  presents  to  us  the  object  of  faith ;  and  it  is  God's  ordi- 
nance, in  attending  to  which,  he  works  and  excites  it. 

Moreover,  there  are  several  things  supposed  or  contained  in 
this  grace  of  faith,  which  are  common  to  it,  with  other  graces. 
As  when  a  believer  is  said  to  be  first  convinced  of  sin  and  mi- 
sery, and  of  his  being  unable  to  recover  himself  out  of  the  lost 
condition  in  v/hich  he  is,  by  nature ;  and  the  impossibility  of 
his  being  recovered  out  of  it  by  any  other  creature  ;  in  all  these 
respects,  faith  contains  in  it  several  things  in  common  with 
other  graces ;  particularly  with  conversion,  effectual  calling,  and 
repentance  unto  life.  These  things,  therefore,  we  shall  pass  over 
as  being  considered  elsewhere,  and  confine  ourselves  to  what  is 
peculiar  to  this  grace  mentioned  in  this  answer;  only  some  few 
things  may  be  observed  concerning  it,  as  it  is  styled  a  saving 
grace,  ami  M'rought  in  the  heart  of  man,  by  the  Spirit  and  Word 
of  God  ;  and  we  shall  add  some  other  things,  of  which  we  have 
no  particular  account  in  tliis  answer;  which  may  contain  a  more 
full  explication  of  this  grace  :  in  speaking  to  which,  we  shall 
observe  the  following  method; 

I.  We  shall  consider  the  meaning  of  the  word  Jaithy  in  the 
more  general  idea  of  it. 

II.  We  shall  speak  particularly  concerning  the  various  kinds 
oi faith.    And, 

III.  The  various  objects  and  acts  of  saving  faith;  especially 
as  it  assents  to  the  truth  of  the  promise  of  the  gospel,  and  re- 
ceives, and  rests  upon,  Christ  and  his  righteousness,  held  forth 
therein. 

IV.  We  shall  consider  it  as  a  grace  that  accompanies  sal- 
vation, and  wrought  in  the  heart  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 
and  instrumentality  of  llie  word. 
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V.  We  shall  consider  it  as  strong  or  weak,  increasing  or 
declining,  with  the  various  marks  and  evidences  tiiereof. 

VI.  We  shall  speak  of  the  use  of  faith  in  the  whole  conduct 
of  our  lives  ;  as  every  thing  we  do  in  an  acceptable  manner,  is 
said  to  be  done  by  it. 

VII.  We  shall  shew  how  it  is  to  be  attained  or  increased, 
and  what  are  the  means  conducive  thereunto. 

I.  Concerning  the  meaning  of  the  word  faith,  in  the  more 
general  idea  thereof.  It  is  either  an  assent  to  a  truth,  founded 
on  sufficient  evidence ;  or  a  confiding  or  relying  on  the  word 
or  power  of  one,  who  is  able  and  willing  to  afford  us  sufficient 
help  or  relief.* 

1.  As  to  the  former  of  these,  as  it  contains  an  assent  to  a 
truth  proposed  and  supported  by  sufficient  evidence.  This  is 
more  especially  an  act  of  the  understanding ;  and  it  is  neces- 
cessary,  in  order  hereunto,  that  something  be  discovered  to  us, 
as  the  matter  of  our  belief,  which  demands  or  calls  for  our  as- 
sent ;  and  that  is  considered  either  only  as  true,  or  else,  as  true 
and  good  :  if  it  be  considered  only  as  true,  the  faith,  or  assent 
that  is  required  thereunto  is  speculative  ;  but  if  we  consider  it 
not  only  as  true,  but  good,  or,  as  containing  something  redound- 
ing to  our  advantage ;  then  the  faith  resulting  from  it  is  prac- 
tical, and  seated  partly  in  the  understanding,  and  partly  in  the 
will;  or,  at  least,  the  will  is  influenced  and  inclined  to  embi^acc 
what  the  understanding  not  only  assents  to  as  true,  but  propo- 
ses to  us  as  that  which  if  enjoyed  would  tend  very  much  to 
our  advantage. 

As  to  this  general  description  of  faith,  as  an  assent  to  what 
is  reported,  founded  upon  sufficient  evidence,  we  may  farther 
consider ;  f  that  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  believe  a  thing,  un- 
less the  judgment  be  convinced,  and  v/e  have  gi-ound  to  con- 
clude it  to  be  true,  and  accordingly  there  must  be  something 
which  has  a  tendency  to  give  this  conviction ;  and  that  it  is 
what  we  call  evidence  :  every  thing  that  is  reported  is  not  to 
be  credited ;  since  it  has  very  often  no  appearance  of  truth  in 
it :  and  it  is  reasonable  for  the  understanding,  to  demand  a  prool' 
before  it  yields  an  assent ;  and  if  it  be  a  matter  of  report,  then 
vre  are  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  whether  it  be 

*  This  is  commonly  called  fiducia,  and  an  such,  distirignisheil from  fides,  by  ivliich 
the  former  is  generally  expressed. 

f  In  this  rcsptct  faith  25  contra  distinguished  from  science ;  accordingly  we  are 
said  to  limoiv  a  thing  that  is  containedin  an  axiom,  that  no  one,  ■who  has  the  exercise 
of  his  understanding,  can  doubt  of,  viz.  that  the  -.vhule  is  greater  than  the  port;  or, 
that  a  thing  cannot  he,  and  not  be  at  the  same  tijue,  &c.  .4?,^/  every  thing  that  is 
founded  on  a  mathematical  demonstration,  is  inchided in  the  tvord  sc.ince  ,  to  -ivhc/t 
7vt;  may  add  occular  demonstration.  J\"oxu  these  things  are  not  properly  the  object  of 
faith,  or  the  assent  -we  give  to  the  truth  hereof,  is  not  founded  barely  upon  evtilerice, 
•'!  ivhich  respect  faith  is  distingui^l^d  fom  it  ;  for  7vfiich  leiisori  Vir  call  it  t.n  assent 
-n  a 'ruih,  fjund^d on  evidcJtcc 


l^'O  bt    JUSTIFYING  lAlTII. 

sufficient,  or  insuflicient  to  persuade  us  to  believe  uhat  is  re- 
ported ;  and  according-  to  the  strength  or  credibility  thereof^ 
we  believe,  hesitate  about  it,  or  utterly  reject  it.  If,  according 
to  our  present  view  of  things,  it  may  be  true  or  false,  we  hardly 
call  it  the  object  of  faith;  we  can  only  say  concerning  it,  that 
it  is  probable ;  if  it  be,  on  the  other  hand,  attested  by  such  evi- 
dence, as  cannot,  without  scepticism  be  denied ;  hence  arises 
what  we  call  certainty,  or  an  assurance  of  faithj  supported  by 
the  strongest  evidence. 

Moreover,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  evidence,  or  testi- 
mony, on  which  it  is  founded,  it  is  distinguished  into  human 
and  divine  ;  both  of  these  are  contained  in  the  apostle's  words, 
If -we  receive  the  witness  of  men^  the  xvitness  of  God  is  gt eatery 
1  John  v.  9.  As  for  human  testimony,  though  it  may  not  be 
termed  false,  yet  it  can  hardly  be  deemed  any  other  than  falli- 
ble, since  it  cannot  be  said  concerning  sinful  man,  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  him  to  lie  or  deceive,  or  be  deceived  himself; 
but  when  we  believe  a  thing  on  the  divine  testimony,  our  faith 
is  infallible  :  it  is  as  impossible  for  us  to  be  deceived  as  it  is  for 
God  to  impart  that  to  us,  which  is  contrary  to  his  infinite  ho- 
liness and  veracity.  It  is  in  this  latter  sense  that  v/e  consider 
the  word  faith,  when  we  speak  of  it  as  an  act  of  religious  wor- 
ship, or  included  or  supposed  in  our  idea  of  saving  faith ;  and 
so  we  style  it  a  firm  assent  to  every  thing  that  God  has  reveal- 
ed as  founded  on  the  divine  veracity. 

Let  us  now  consider  faith  as  it  contains  an  assent  to  a  thing, 
not  only  as  true,  but  as  good  ;  upon  which  account  we  call  it 
a  practical  assent,  first  seated  in  the  understanding ;  and  then 
the  will  embraces  what  the  understanding  discovers  to  be  con- 
ducive to  our  happiness  ;  we  first  believe  the  truth  of  it,  and 
then  regulate  our  conduct  agreeably  thereunto.  As  when  a  cri- 
minal hears  a  report  of  an  act  of  grace  being  issued  forth  by 
the  king,  he  does  not  rest  in  a  bare  assent  to  the  truth  thereof., 
but  puts  in  his  claim  to  it.  Or,  as  when  a  merchant  is  credibly 
informed,  that  there  are  great  advantages  to  be  obtained  by  tra- 
ding into  foreign  countries ;  he  receives  the  report  with  a  de- 
sign to  use  all  proper  methods  to  partake  of  the  advantage ;  as 
our  Saviour  illustrates  it,  when  he  compares  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  unto  ct  merchant  man  seeking  goodly  pearls  ;  ivho,  -when 
he  had  found  one  pearl  of  great  price,  xvent  and  sold  all  that  he 
had,  and  bought,  Matt.  xiii.  45.  We  have  sufficient  evidence 
to  support  our  faith,  that  there  is  forgiveness  of  sin,  through 
the  blood  of  Christ;  and  that  all  spiritual  blessings  are  trea- 
sured up  in  him,  for  the  heirs  of  salvation  :  in  this  respect  faith 
does  not  contain  a  bare  speculative  assent  to  th&  truth  of  this 
proposition ;  but  it  excites  in  us  an  endeavour  to  obtain  these 


OF  JUSTlfYING  FAITH-  131 

blessings  in  that  way  which  is  prescribed  by  him,  who  is  the 
giver  thereof. 

2.  Faith  may  be  farther  considered,  as  denoting  an  act  of 
trust  or  dependence  on  him,  who  is  the  object  thereof.  This  is 
very  distinct  from  the  former  sense  of  the  word  :  for  though  it 
supposes  indeed  an  assent  of  the  understanding  to  some  truth 
proposed;  yet  this  truth  is  of  such  a  nature,  as  that  it  produces 
in  us  a  resting  or  reliance  on  one  who  is  able,  and  has  expressed 
a  willingness  to  do  us  good;  and  whose  promise  relating  here- 
unto, is  such,  as  we  have  ground  to  depend  on*  This  supposes 
in  him,  Vv^ho  is  the  subject  thereof,  a  sense  of  his  own  weak- 
ness or  indigence,  and  in  him  that  is  the  object  of  it,  a  fitness 
to  be  the  object  of  trust,  for  his  attaining  relief:  thus  the  sick, 
man  depends  upon  the  skill  and  faithfulness  of  the  physician, 
and  determines  to  look  no  farther  for  help,  but  relies  on  his 
prescriptions,  and  uses  the  means  that  he  appoints  for  the  re- 
storing of  his  health ;  or,  as  "when  a  person  is  assaulted  by  one 
who  threatens  to  ruin  him,  and  is  able  to  do  it,  as  being  an 
over-match  for  him,  he  has  recourse  to,  and  depends  on  the 
assistance  of  one  that  is  able  to  secure  and  defend  him,  and 
thereby  prevent  the  danger  that  he  feared.  Thus  Jehcshaphat, 
when  his  country  was  invaded  by  a  great  multitude  of  foreign 
troops,  being  apprehensive  that  he  was  not  able  to  withstand 
them  ;  he  exercises  this  faith  of  reliance  on  the  divine  power, 
when  he  says,  IVe  have  no  might  against  this  great  company ^ 
that  come  against  us  ;  neither  know  rue  what  to  do^  but  our  eyes 
are  upon  thee^  2  Chron.  xx.  12.  And  God  is  very  often,  in 
scripture,  represented  as  the  object  of  trust :  so  the  church  says, 
/  will  trusty  and  not  be  afraid ;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my 
strength;  and  elsewhere,  he  that  walkcth  i?i  darkness  and  hath 
no  hght^  Isa.  xii.  2.  that  is,  knows  not  which  way  to  turn,  is 
helpless  and  destitute  of  all  comfort,  is  encouraged  to  trust  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord^  and  stay  upon  his  God^  chap.  1.  10.  This 
is  truly  and  properly  a  divine  faith,  and  accordingly  an  act  of 
religious  worship ;  and  is  opposed  to  a  trusting  in  man,,  and 
making  ficsh  his  arm^  Jer.  xvii.  5.  and  it  supposes  a  firm  per- 
suasion, that  God  is  able  to  do  all  that  for  us  which  we  stand 
in  need  of;  and  that  he  has  promised  that  he  will  do  us  good, 
and  that  he  will  never  fail  nor  forsake  them  that  repose  their 
trust  or  confidence  in  him  :  with  this  view  the  soul  relies  on 
his  perfections,  seeks  to  him  for  comfort,  and  lays  the  whole 
stress  of  his  hope  of  salvation  on  him,  not  doubting  concerning 
the  event  hereof,  but  concluding  himself  safe,  if  he  can  say,  that 
the  eternal  God  is  his  refuge^  and  underneath  are  the  everlast- 
ing  a)-mSy  Deut.  xxxiii.  27.   This  leads  us, 

II.  To  consider  the  various  kinds  of  faith,  as  mentioned  in 
scripture.  Thus  we  rc^id  of  a  faith  thqit  was  adapted  to  that 

Vor.  Ill  Q 
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extraordinary  diopensation  of  providence,  in  which  God  was 
pleased  to  confirm  some  great  and  important  truths  by  mira- 
cles ;  which  is  therefore  styled  a  faith  of  miracles.  There  is 
also  a  faith  that  has  no  reference  to  a  supernatural  event,  or 
confined  to  any  particular  age  or  state  of  the  church,  in  which 
uiiraclcs  arc  expected,  but  is  founded  on  the  gospel-revelation, 
which,  how  much  soever  it  may  resemble  saving  faith,  yet  falls 
short  of  it ;  and  there  is  a  faith  which  is  inseparably  connected 
with  salvation. 

1.  Concerning  the  faith  of  miracles.  This  is  what  our  Sa- 
viour intends,  Avhen  he  tells  his  disciples.  That  if  they  had  faith 
ihs  a  grain  of  mustard-seed^  theij  should  say  imto  this  mowitaiUy 
Remove  hence  to  yonder  place ^  and  it  should  remove  ;  and  no- 
thing should  be  impossible  unto  them^  Matt.  xvii.  20.  This  is 
such  a  faith  that  many  had,  who  were  not  in  a  state  of  salva- 
tion;  as  is  plain  from  what  our  Saviour  says,  that  many  will 
say  to  him  in  that  day^  Lord,,  Lord^  have  we  not  prophesied  in 
thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  have  cast  out  devils  ?  and  in  thy 
Jiame  have  done  many  wonderful  -works  ?  to  whom  he  will  pro- 
fess I  never  knew  you ;  and  his  commanding  them  to  depart 
from  him  as  having  xvroiight  iniquity,  chap.  vii.  22,  23.  And 
the  apostle  Paul  supposes,  that  a  person  might  have  all  faith ^ 
that  is,  this  kind  of  faith;  so  that  he  might  remove  moimtains, 
1  Cor.  xiii.  2.  w'hich  is  a  proverbial  expression,  denoting,  that 
extraordinary  and  miraculous  events  might  attend  it;  and  yet, 
at  the  same  time,  be  destitute  of  charity^  or  love  to  God,  and 
consequently  without  saving  grace ;  and  so  appear,  in  the  end, 
to  be  nothing. 

Some  have  questioned  whether  tiiis  faith  of  miracles  was 
peculiar  to  the  gospel-dispensation,  in  the  time  of  our  Saviour 
and  the  apostles,  and  so  was  not  required  in  those  who  wrought 
miracles  under  the  Old  Testament  dispensation  ;  though  others 
suppose,  that,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  was  always  ne- 
cessary that  faith  should  be  exercised,  w^hen  a  miracle  was 
wrought ;  though  it  is  true,  we  have  little  or  no  account  of 
this  faith,  as  exercised  by  those  that  wrought  miracles  before 
our  Saviours  time ;  and  therefore,  we  cannot  so  peremptorily 
determine  this  matter ;  but  according  to  the  account  we  have 
thereof  in  the  New  Testament,  there  were  several  things  ne- 
cessary to,  or  included  in  this  faitll  of  miracles. 

(1.)  Some  important  article  of  revealed  religion  must  be 
proposed  to  be  believed ;  and  in  order  thereunto,  an  explicit 
appejU  made  to  God,  in  expectation  of  his  immediate  interpo- 
sure  in  working  a  miracle  for  that  end  :  every  thing  that  was 
the  object  of  faith,  was  not,  indeed,  to  be  proved  true  by  a 
miracle,  but  only  those  things  which  could  not  be  sufficiently 
evinced  without  it,  so  as  to  beget  a  divine  faith  in  those  who 
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were  the  subjects  of  conviction.  We  never  read  that  miracles 
were  -wrought  to  convince  the  world  that  there  was  a  God,  or 
a  providence ;  or,  to  persuade  mien  concerning  the  truth  of 
those  things  that  might  be  sufficiently  proved  by  rational  argu- 
ments :  but  when  there  could  not  be  such  a  proof  given  with- 
out the  finger  of  God  being  rendered  visible  by  a  miracle 
wrought,  then  they  depended  on  such  an  instance  of  divine  con- 
descension ;  and  the  people  who  were  to  receive  conviction, 
ivere  to  expect  such  an  extraordinary  event. 

(2.)  It  was  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  firm  persuasion 
of  the  truth  of  the  doctrine,  to  be  confirmed  by  a  miracle  in 
him  that  wrought  it,  together  with  an  explicit  appeal  to  it  for 
the  conviction  of  those  whose  faith  was  to  be  confirmed  there- 
by :  and  sometimes  we  read,  that  when  miracles  were  to  be 
wrought  in  favour  of  them,  who  before  had  a  sufficient  proof 
that  our  Saviour  was  the  Messiah,  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  have  a  strong  persuasion  concerning  this  matter,  and 
that  he  was  able  to  work  a  miracle ;  otherwise  they  had  no 
ground  to  expect  that  the  miracle  should  be  wrought :  in  the 
former  instance  we  read  of  Christ's  disciples  working  mira- 
cles for  the  conviction  of  the  Jews,  and  exercising,  at  the  same 
lime,  this  faith  of  miracles ;  and  in  the  latter  a  general  faith 
was  demanded,  that  our  Saviour  was  the  Messiah,  before  th§ 
miracle  was  wrought ;  in  which  sense  we  are  to  understand  his 
reply  to  the  man  who  desired  that  he  would  cast  the  Devil  out 
of  his  son;  If  thou  canst  believe^  all  things  are  possible  to  him 
that  believeth^  Mark  ix,  23.  q.  d.  Thou  hast  had  sufficient  con- 
viction that  I  am  the  Messiah,  by  other  miracles,  and  conse- 
quently hast  no  reason  to  doubt  but  that  I  can  cast  the  Devil 
out  of  thy  son  ;  therefore,  if  thou  hast  a  strong  persuasion  of 
the  truth  hereof,  the  thing  that  thou  dtsirest  shall  be  granted: 
and  elsewhere  it  is  said,  He  did  not  many  mighty  xvorks  be' 
cause  of  their  unbelief  Matt.  xiii.  58, 

(3.)  How  much  soever  a  person  might  exercise  this  strong 
persuasion,  that  a  miracle  should  be  wrought,  which  we  gene- 
rally call  a  faith  of  miracles;  yet  I  cannot  think  that  this  event 
always  ensued  without  exception.  For  sometimes  God  might 
refuse  to  work  a  miracle,  that  he  might  hereby  cast  contempt 
on  some  vile  persons,  who  pretended  to  this  faith  of  miracles  ; 
who,  though  they  professed  their  faith  in  Christ  as  the  Mes- 
siah, yet  their  conversation  contradicted  their  profession,  and 
therefore  God  would  not  put  that  honour  upon  them  so  as  to 
work  a  miracle  at  their  desire;  much  less  are  v/e  to  suppose, 
that  he  would  work  a  miracle  at  any  one's  pleasure,  if  they 
were  persuaded  that  he  would  do  so.  Again,  sometimes  God 
might  refuse  to  exert  his  divine  power,  in  working  a  miracle, 
n  judgment,  when  persons  had  had  sufficient  mctins  for  their 
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conviction  by  other  miracles,  but  believed  not.  And  finally, 
when  the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion  had  been  sufficiently 
confirmed  by  miracles,  they  were  less  common ;  and  then  we 
read  nothing  more  of  that  faith  which  took  its  denomination 
from  thence, 

2.  There  is  another  kind  of  faith,  which  has  some  things  in 
common  with  saving  faith,  and  is  sometimes  mistaken  for  it, 
but  is  vastly  different  from  it.  This,  in  some,  is  called  an 
historical  faith ;  and  in  others,  by  reason  of  the  short  conti- 
nuance thereof,  a  temporary  faith.  An  historical  faith  is  that 
whereby  persons  are  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  is  reveal- 
ed in  the  gospel,  though  this  has  very  little  influence  on  their 
conversation  :  such  have  right  notions  of  divine  things,  but  do 
not  entertain  a  suitable  regard  to  them;  religion  with  them  is 
little  more  than  a  matter  of  speculation ;  they  do  not  doubt  con- 
cerning any  of  the  important  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  but  are 
able  and  ready  to  defend  them  by  proper  arguments:  never- 
theless,  though,  in  words,  they  profess  their  faith  in  Christ,  in 
works  thev  deny  him  :  such  as  these  the  apostle  intends  when 
he  says;  Thou  believest  that  there  is  one  God^  thou  dost  well: 
the  devils  also  believe  and  tremble,  James  ii.  19.  And  he  char- 
ges them  Vi^ith  a  vain  presumption,  in  that  they  expected  to  be 
justified  hereby ;  whereas  their  faith  was  without  works,  or 
those  fruits  which  were  necessary  to  justify,  or  evince  its  sin- 
cerity; or  to  prove  that  it  was  such  a  grace  as  accompanies, 
salvation ;  and  therefore  he  gives  it  no  better  a  character  than 
that  of  a  dead  faith. 

As  for  that  which  is  called  a  temporary  faidi,  this  differs 
little  from  the  former,  unless  we  consider  it,  as  having  a  ten- 
dency, in  some  measure,  to  excite  the  affections;  and  so  far 
to  regulate  the  conversation,  as  that  which  is  attended  with  a 
form  Qi  godliness,  which  continues  as  long  as  this  comports 
with,  or  is  subservient  to  their  secular  interest :  but  it  is  not 
such  a  faith  as  will  enable  them  to  pass  through  fiery  trials,  or 
part  v/ith  all  things  for  Christ's  sake,  or  to  rejoice  in  him,  as 
their  portion,  when  they  meet  with  little  but  tribulation  and 
persecution,  in  the  world,  for  the  sake  of  the  gospel.  This 
will  evidently  discover  tlie  insincerity  thereof;  for  it  will  wi- 
ther like  a  plant  that  is  without  a  root:  our  Saviour  speaks  of 
it  in  the  parable,  of  the  seed  that  fell  upon  stony  places^  where 
theij  had  not  much  earthy  and  fort hxvith  they  sprang  vp^  he- 
cause  they  had  no  deepness  of  earth  ;  and  when  the  sim  was  up^ 
they  were  scorched ;  and  because  they  had  no  root  they  wither- 
ed away  ;  which  he  explains  of  him,  who  hear eth  the  xvord^ 
arid  anon  with  joy  receiveth  U;  yet  hath  he  not  root  in  himself 
but  endureth  for  a  while ;  for  xvhen  tribulation  or  persecution 
ariseth,  because  of  thy  word,  by  and  by  he  is  offended^  Matt= 


OF  JUSTIFYING  fAlTlU  125 

xili.  5,  6.  compared  with  ver.  30,  21.  This  parable  had  a  par- 
ticular relation  to  the  Jews,  who  heard  John  the  Baptist  glad- 
ly, rejoicing  in  his  light  for  a  season;  and  seemed  to  be  con- 
vinced, by  his  doctrine,  concerning  the  Messiah,  who  was 
shortly  to  appear;  but  when  they  apprehended  that  his  king- 
dom, instead  of  advancing  them  to  great  honours  in  the  world, 
was  like  to  expose  them  to  tribulations  and  persecutions  they 
were  offended  in  him ;  and  this  is  also  applicable  to  all  those 
who  think  themselves  something,  and  are  thought  so  by  others, 
as  to  the  profession  they  make  of  Christ  and  his  gospel ;  but 
afterwards  appear  to  be  nothing,  deceiving  their  own  souls. 
This  leads  us, 

3.  To  consider  faith  as  a  grace  that  is  inseparably  connected 
with  salvation,  which  is  called  justifying  faith,  and  also  a  sav- 
ing grace,  in  this  answer,  in  which  the  nature  thereof  is  ex- 
plained ;  and  what  may  be  farther  said  concerning  it  will  be 
considered  under  the  following  heads,  which  we  proposed  to 
insist  on  in  the  general  method  before  laid  down;  and  therefore 
we  shall  proceed, 

III.  To  speak  concerning  the  various  objects  and  acts  of 
saving  faith. 

1.  Concerning  its  objects.  Every  thing  that  is  the  object 
thereof,  must  take  its  rise  from  God ;  for  we  are  now  speaking 
concerning  a  divine  faith ;  and  inasmuch  as  saving  faith  sup- 
poses and  includes  in  it  an  assent  to  the  truth  of  divine  reve- 
lation, we  are  bound  to  believe  whatever  God  has  revealed  in 
his  word ;  so  that  as  all  scripture  is  the  rule  of  faith,  the  iriat- 
tfer  thereof  is  the  object  of  faith  :  and  as  scripture  contains  an 
historical  relation  of  things,  these  are  the  objects  of  faith,  and 
we  are  to  yield  an  assent  to  what  God  reveals,  as  being  of  in- 
fallible verity.  As  it  is  a  rule  of  duty  and  obedience,  we  are 
bound  to  believe  so  as  to  adore  the  sovereignty  of  God,  com- 
manding to  submit  to  his  authority  therein,  as  having  a  right 
to  give  laws  to  our  consciences,  and  acknovdedge  ourselves 
his  subjects  and  servants,  under  an  indispensable  obligation  to 
yield  the  obedience  of  faith  to  him  :  as  it  contains  many 
great  and  precious  promises,  these  are  the  objects  of  faith,  as 
we  are  to  desire,  hope  for,  and  depend  on  the  faithfulness  of 
God  for  the  accomplishment  of  them ;  and  more  particularly 
considering  them  as  they  are  all,  yea  and  amen,  in  Christ  to 
the  glory  of  God.  As  for  the  threatnings  which  relate  to  the 
wrath  of  God,  due  to  sin,  and  warnings  to  fence  the  soul  against 
it,  and  induce  us  to  abhor  and  hate  it ;  these  are  objects  of 
faith,  so  far  as  that  we  must  believe  and  tremble,  and  see  the 
need  we  stand  in  of  grace,  which  we  receive  by  faith  to  ena- 
ble us  to  improve  them,  that  through  the  virtue  of  Christ's 
righteousness  we  may  hope  to  escape  his  wrath ;  and  by  his 
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Strength  be  fortified  ugainst  the  prevalenc)-  of  corruption,  that 
has  proved  destructive  to  multitudes. 

But  the  principal  object  of  faith  is  God  in  Christ,  our  great 
Mediator  :  (c/)  thus  our  Saviour  sa)  s,  Tc  believe  in  God^  believe 
also  in  me^  John  xiv.  1.  This  is  sometimes  styled  coming  to 
the  Father  by  him ;  as  it  is  elsewhere  said.  No  man  comeih  un- 
to the  Father  but  htj  mc:  or  else,  coming  to  him  as  Mediator 
immediately,  that  in  him  we  may  obtain  whatever  he  has  pur- 
chased for  us,  and  thereby  may  have  access  to  God,  as  to  our 
reconciled  God  and  Father;  and  in  so  doing,  obtain  eternal 
life,  as  he  expresses  it ;  He  that  cometh  to  7ne  shall  never  hun- 
g'cr ;  and  he  that  bcHcveth  on  vie  shall  never  thirsty  chap.  vi.  35. 
Wliich  leads  us  to  consider, 

2.  Those  particular  acts  of  saving  faith,  in  which  we  have  to 
do  with  Christ  as  Mediator,  whereby  we  have  access  to  God, 
through  him :  there  are   several  expressions  in   scripture,  by 


(fl)  Truth  in  tlie  abstract  is  not  the  object  of  fuith,  but  that  which  is  trup. 
The  word  of  God  wlien  represented  ns  the  object  of  faith  is  not  to  be  understood 
of  words  and  letters,  ncir  even  of  axioms  and  propositions,  nor  is  the  Divine  ve- 
racitj',  tliough  certainly  cfnifided  in,  the  object  of  faith,  or  that  wliich  is  assent- 
ed unto.  'I'he  proraises  "i^itich  the  old  testament-believers  had,  and  reposed  in, 
were  not  the  objects  of  faith,  but  the  thing's  which  they  saw  afar  off,  :nid  which 
vere  the  ijround  oi* their  rejoicing'.  When  we  are  required  to  believe  on  Jesus 
Clirist,  it  is  not  his  human,  not  his  Divine  nature,  not  liis  person,  nor  even  his 
mediatorial  cliaracter  which  is  tlie  object  of  our  faith;  for  any  of  these  alone 
could  be  no  ground  of  confidence  of  salvation,  or  hope,  much  less  produce  joy- 
in  the  believer.  Every  thing  essential  to  our  salvation  must  be  considered,  as 
the  object  of  our  faith ;  the  mercy  of  (Jod,  the  love  of  Christ,  the  purpose  and 
the  act  of  offering,  and  accepting  the  sacrifice  to  Justice  of  our  sins,  and  the  war- 
rant to  us  to  fix  our  hope  and  trust  in  this  atonement;  the  firm  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  these  things  may  be  denominated  faith. 

Yet  this  conviction,  or  free  assent  of  the  understanding  is  not  the  faitli,  which 
accompanies  salvation;  if  we  can  suppose  it  possible,  that  there  should  not  be  a 
con-espondnig  impression  made  upon  the  will  and  affections.  With  the  heart 
mfm  lielievetk  unto  salvation.  In  this  expression  the  heart  is  not  put  for  the  in- 
tellectual, but  moral  powers,  and  must  not  be  understood  as  if  the  will  assumed 
the  office,  peculiar  to  the  understanding,  of  judging  of  evidence;  but  only  that 
tile  assent  of  the  understanding  must  be  of  such  a  kind,  and  to  such  a  degree,  as 
to  produce  a  decisive  co-operatio«i  of  all  the  powers  of  the  man,  both  of  sou} 
and  body,  to  be  saved  in  the  way,  and  by  the  means  discovered. 

Such  an  effort  for  salvation  supposes  the  bent,  or  bias  of  tlie  mind  to  be  in- 
cVmed  towards  God,  and  his  glory.  And  certain  it  is,  that  the  work,  or  act  of 
belieNing,  depends  so  much  unon  the  moral  state  of  the  man,  that  although  he 
juav  assent  to  every  article  of  faith,  and  desire  an  interest  in  the  advantages  of 
relfgioUjhe  never  believes  witli  the  heart  in  the  sense  above  mentioned,  until  this 
charge  has  been  wrought  hi  him.  On  this  account  faith  may  v.cll  be  denomina- 
ted the  work  or  gift  of  God,  for  he  only,  according  to  the  scriptures  can  effect 
this  change. 

Yet  it  is  not  because  there  is  any  defect  in  the  evidence  of  these  important 
truths;  nor  because  of  any  natural,  that  is  physical,  defect  of  the  intellectual 
powers  of  jman,  that  he  dots  not  believe  the  Divide  revelation;  but  because  his 
affections  are  preoccupied,  ;.nd  his  inclin.itions  directed  into  another  channel, 
wherebv  he  is  unwilling  to  apply  himself  unto  these  truthi,  and  is  prejudiced 
against  the  holiness,  which  is  required,  and  the  self  denial  that  is  necessary  to 
attain  the  blessings  of  salvation. 


OF  JUSTIFriXG  FAITH.  Ii27 

W'hich  these  acts  of  saving  faith  are  set  forth,  some  of  which 
are  metaphorical ;  more  particularly  it  is  called  a  looking  to 
him;  thus  he  is  represented,  by  the  prophet,  as  saying,  Look 
unto  wzf,  and  be  ye  saved  all  the  ends  of  the  earthy  Isa.  xlv.  22. 
Sometimes  by  coming  to  him,  pursuant  to  the  invitation  he 
^ives,  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labour^  and  are  heavy  laden^ 
and  I  will  give  you  rest^  Mat.  xi.  25.  which  coming  is  else- 
where explained,  as  in  the  scripture  before-mentioned,  bv  be- 
lieving in  him^  John  vi.  o5.  And  as  we  hope  for  refreshment 
and  comfort  in  so  doing,  it  is  set  forth  by  that,  metaphorical 
expression,  of  coming  to  the  waters  and  buying  xvine  and  milk 
xvithout  money  and  xvithout  price ^  Isa.lv.  1.  that  is,  receiving 
from  him  those  blessings  which  tend  to  satisfy  and  exhilirate 
the  soul,  which  are  given  to  such  as  have  nothing  to  offer  for 
them;  and  sometimes  it  is  represented  by  flying  to  him;  or, 
as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  Jlying  for  refuge  to  laij  hold  upcn 
the  hope  set  before  us ^  Heb.  vi.  18.  as  alluding  to  that  eminent 
t)pe  thereof,  contained  in  the  man-slayer's  -lying  to  the  city 
of  refuge,  from  the  avenger  of  blood,  and  therein  finding  pro- 
tection and  safety  :  this  is  a  description  more  especially  of  faith 
as  justifying;  in  which  respect  it  is  elsewhere  described,  as  a 
putting  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christy  Rom,  xiii.  14.  or  the  glori- 
ous robe  of  his  righteousness,  on  which  account  we  are  said  to 
be  clothed  with  the  garments  of  salvation,  and  covered  with  the 
robe  of  righteousness,  Isa.  Ixi.  10.  And  when  v/e  are  enabled 
to  apprehend  our  interest  in  him  by  faith,  together  with  tht; 
blessings  that  are  the  result  hereof,  we  are  said  to  rejoice  in 
Christ  Jesus.  There  are  many  other  expressions  by  which 
this  grace  is  set  forth  in  scripture;  but  those  acts  thereof, 
which  we  shall  more  especially  consider,  are  our  receiving 
Christ,  giving  up  ourselves  to  him,  and  trusting  in,  or  relying 
on  him. 

(1.)  Faith  is  that  grace  whereby  we  receive  Christ.  Thus 
it  is  said,  as  7nany  as  received  him^  to  them  gave  he  power  to 
become  the  sons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name^ 
John  i.  12.  This  contains  in  it  the  application  of  an  overture 
made  by  him ;  not  barely  of  something  that  he  has  to  bestow, 
which  might  contribute  to  our  happiness,  but  of  himself.  Christ 
has  many  things  to  bestow  upon  his  people ;  but  he  first  gives 
himself;  that  is,  he  expresses  a  willingness  to  be  their  Prince 
and  Saviour,  their  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King;  that  being  thus 
related,  and  adhering  to  him,  they  may  be  made  partakers  or 
his  benefits,  which  are  the  result  thereof;  and  accordingly  the 
soul,  by  faith  applies  itself  to  him,  and  embraces  the  overture. 
Hereupon  he  is  said  to  be  ours;  and,  as  the  consequence  there- 
of, we  lay  claim  to  those  benefits  which  he  has  purchased  for 
us,  as  our  Redeemer.     Christ  is  considered  as  the  first  pro- 
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mised  blessing  in  the  covenant  of  grace ;  and  7vkh  htm  God 
freely  gives  his  people  all  things  that  they  stand  in  need. of, 
which  respect  their  everlasting  salvation,  Rom.  viii.  32. 

This  supposes  the  person  receiving  him  to  be  indigent  and 
destitute  of  every  thing  that  may  tend  to  make  him  happy, 
brought  into  the  greatest  straits  and  difficulties,  and  standing 
in  need  of  one  who  is  able  to  afford  relief  to  him.  He  has 
heard  in  the  gospel,  that  Christ  is  able  to  supply  his  wants ; 
and  that  he  is  willing  to  come  and  take  up  his  abode  with  him ; 
accordingly  the  heart  is  open  to  embrace  him,  esteeming  him 
to  be  altogether  lovely  and  desirable,  beholding  that  excellen- 
cy and  glory  in  his  person,  that  renders  him  the  object  of  his 
delight,  as  he  is  said  to  be  precious  to  them  that  believe^  1  Pet. 
ii.  7.  looking  upon  him  as  God-man  Mediator,  he  concludes, 
that  he  is  able  to  save,  to  the  uttermost,  all  that  come  unto 
God  by  him  ;  and  that  all  the  treasures  of  grace  and  glory  are 
purchased  by  him,  and  given  into  his  hand  to  apply  to  those 
who  have  an  interest  in  him :  he  expects  to  find  them  all  in 
Christ,  as  the  result  of  his  being  made  partaker  of  him  ;  and^ 
accordingly  he  adheres  to  him  by  this  which  is  called  an  ap- 
propriating act  of  faith;  whereby  he  that  was  before  represent- 
ed in  the  gospel,  as  the  Saviour  and  Redeemer  of  his  people, 
the  fountain  of  all  they  enjoy  or  hope  for,  and  by  whom  they 
have  access  to  God,  as  their  reconciled  God  and  Father,  is  ap- 
plied by  the  soul,  to  itself,  as  the  spring  of  all  its  present  and 
future  comfort  and  happiness,  (ci) 

(a)  Faltli,  according  to  the  beloved  disciple  Jolin,  and  the  great  St.  Paul,  is  the 
belief  of  the  truth;  the  believing  tfiat  Jesus  is  the  Christ ;  or  a  giving  credit  to  ttie 
record  that  God  gave  of  his  Son.  These  definitions  ai-e  all  of  the  same  import, 
and  are  all  divine.  Being  dictated  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  they  cannot  be  contra- 
dicted by  any,  although  some  have  glossed  upon  them,  till  they  have  brought  in 
a  sense  diverse  from  the  inspired  writers.  I'his  faith,  when  it  is  re«/,  as  dis- 
tinguished from  that  uninfluential  assent  to  the  gospel,  which  crowds,  who  hear 
it,  profess  to  have,  is  an  effect  of  the  divine  influence  in  us,-  hence  it  is  said  to  be  of 
the  operation  of  God;  and  that  it  is  -with  the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteous- 
ness. As  the  righteousness  by  which  tlie  sinner  is  justified,  is  the  sole  work  of 
Christ/or  him,  so  this  is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  him,  and  no  less  neces- 
sary in  its  proper  place ;  it  being  that,  without  which  a  sinner  cannot  apprehend, 
receive,  and  rest  upon  Christ  for  eternal  life.  By  faith,  as  before  observed,  he 
becomes  acquainted  with  the  glories  of  the  character  of  Jesus,  the  fuliiess  of 
gi'ace  in  him,  and  the  suitableness  and  perfection  of  his  righteousness;  in  con- 
sequence of  this  faith,  he  admires  the  Saviour's  personal  excellencies,  flies  to 
him,  ventures  all  upon  him,  and  rejoices,  in  him.  These,  to  speak  plainly,  are 
all  so  many  effects  of  faith.  The  smner  must  iiave  a  view  of  the  Saviour's  ex- 
cellency, before  he  will  admire  it.  He  must  be  persuaded,  that  Christ  is  the 
only  safe  refuge,  btfore  he  will  j.%  to  him.  He  must  know  that  there  is  in  Christ 
sufficient  matter  of  consolation,  before  he  mil  rejoice  in  him.  Of  all  these  he  is 
entirely  satisfied  by  faith  In  the  testimony  of  God:  subsequent  to  which  is  his 
coming,  or  ftjing  to  him,  trnsting  in,  or  venturivg  all  upon  him,  rejoici7ig  in 
him,  &c.  e.g.  Joseph's  brethren  heard  that  there  was  corn  enough  in  Egypt; 
they  believed  the  report:  this  was  faith;  upon  this  they  went  down  for  a  sup- 
ply.   Doubtless  this  was  an  effect  of  their  faith  i  for  had  they  not  believed  the 
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(2.)  Another  act  of  faith  is  giving  up  ourselves  to  Christ. 
As,  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  God  says,  /  xvill  be  to  thon  a 
God^  and  they  shall  be  to  me  a  people^  faith  builds  on  this  foun- 
dation; it  first  apprehends  that  he  is  able  and  willing  to  do 
them  good,  and  make  them  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  him- 
self; and  with  this  encouragement  the  soul  receives  him,  as 
has  been  but  now  observed ;  and  pursuant  hereunto  devotes  it- 
self to  him,  as  desiring  to  be  amongst  the  number  of  his  faith- 


tlding's,  they  would  never  have  gone.  So  a  sinner  must  believe  that  Christ  is  r 
full  and  complete  Saviour,  beforehe  will  run  or  Jhi  to  hini.  Sense  ofmiserv,  nvA 
faith  in  his  sufficiency,  are  the  main  stimulus.  Or,  I  am  sick,  I  hear  of  an  able 
physician,  I  believe  him  to  be  so,  upon  which  I  apply  to  him  :  my  application 
to  him,  and  my  6e^/(?/ of  his  character,  are  as  distinct  as  any  twu  things  can  be: 
my  trusting  my  life  in  his  hands,  is  an  effect  of  my  believing  him  to  be  an  able 
physician.  This  distinction  is  obvious  in  the  sacred  wrlting'.s,  ?.s  well  as  in  the 
nature  of  things.  He  that  conieth  to  God,  munt  believe  that  he  is.  Here  is  a  mani- 
fest distinction  between  coming  and  believing. 

1  apprehend  that  the  same  distinction  should  be  obser\-ed,  between  believing 
in  Christ,  and  receiving  him.  If  so,  it  will  follow,  that  "  to  receive  Chj-ist  in 
all  his  offices,  as  a  prophet,  a  priest,  and  a  king,"  is  not  properly  yiji//^,  but  an 
«?^cfofit,  and  inseparably  connected  with  it  It  is  certain  that  a  man  must 
believe  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  and  that  he  sustains  these  offices,  before  he  can 
or  will  receive  him  in  rliis  light.  Christ  came  unto  his  ovn  (meaning  the  Jews) 
but  his  own  received  him  not.  rThis  refusing  to  receive  him  Was  not  unbelief,  but 
an  efTcct  of  it.  Hence  should  you  be  asked,  why  they  did  not  receive  him  .'  The 
answer  is  ready,  because  they  did  not  believe  him  to  be  tlie  Christ.  Nothing  is 
more  plain  than  that  unbelief  was  the  grand  cause  why  they  rejected  him.  On 
the  other  hand,  nothing  is  more  evident,  than  tiiat  recei>viug  Clirist,  is  an  effect 
oi  believing  in  him.  .\nd  shoukl  you  ask  the  man  who  defines  faith,  '■  a  receiv- 
ing Christ  in  all  his  offices,"  why  he  thus  receives  him .''  he  himself  will  be  obli- 
ged to  observe  this  distinction  ;  for  the  only  just  ansv\er  he  can  give  you  is,  "  be' 
cause  I  believe  he  sustains  them." 

Thus  we  see  that  laith  is  entirely  distinct  from  the  righteousness  which  jus- 
tifies ;  at  the  same  time  it  is  indispensably  necessary,  answering  great  and  good 
purposes.  Under  its  influence  the  s'mncvfies  to  Jesus,  the  hope  set  before  him, 
and  trusts  his  immortal  interest  in  his  hands,  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  his 
adorable  character.  Faith  is  also  the  medium  of  peace  and  consolation.  You 
may  with  equal  propriety  attempt  t0  separate  light  and  heat  from  the  sun,  as 
peace  of  conscience,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  from  the  faith  of  God's  elect. 
The  degree  of  Christian  consolation  may  be  greater  or  less,  accoi'ding  to  the 
strength  and  influence  of  faith.  At  one  time  the  believer  may  have  an  inward 
peace  and  tranquility,  which  is  exceedingly  agreeable.  At  another  time  he  may 
be  favoured  with  what  St.  Paul  ciilhjoi/  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory.  At  ano- 
ther, guilt  may  rob  him  of  his  comfjrt,  and  separate  between  him  and  his  God. 
Such  are  his  exercises  in  the  present  .state  of  things.  But  he  is  far  from  m:;kin^ 
a  righteousness  of  his /raw?es,  feelings,  or  experiences.  The  distinction  between 
these  he  well  understands.  I'hii  righteousness  by  which  he  expects  to  be  jus- 
tified, is  the  work  of  Christ  alone ;  Uit  faith  by  w  hich  he  is  enabled  to  receive  it, 
is  of  the  operation  of  God;  the  consolations  that  he  enjoys  are  from  this  glorious 
Christ,  in  believing,  or  through  faith  :  all  as  different  as  A,  B,  and  C.  His  de- 
pendence for  at-jeptance  with  God  is  neither  on  his  faith  nor  experiences,  but 
on  Christ  alone.  At  the  same  time  lie  cannot  conceive  it  possible,  for  a  poor, 
wretched,  undone  sinner  to  be  enabled  to  believe  in  Christ  for  eternal  lite,  and 
not  rejoice.  A  view  of  the  glories  of  his  person,  and  the  fulness  and  freeness  of 
his  p-ace,  cannot  fail  of  introducing  strong  consolation. 
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ful  servants  and  followers.  God  sanctifies  or  separates  them 
to  himself  as  the  objects  of  his  discriminating  grace  and  love  ; 
and  they  desire,  as  the  consequence  hereof,  to  give  up  them- 
selves to  him.  Two  things  are  supposed  in  this  act  of  self-de- 
dication. 

1.??,  A  firm  persuasion  and  acknowledgment  of  his  right  to 
us  ;  not  only  as  the  possessor  of  all  things,  which  he  has  an  un- 
doubted right  to  as  God,  as  the  potter  has  a  right  to  his  clay, 
the  Creator  to  the  work  of  his  hands ;  but  that  he  has  a  right 
to  us  by  purchase,  as  Mediator,  in  which  respect  faith,  and  in 
particular,  that  which  we  call  saving,  of  which  we  are  now 
speaking,  has  more  especially  an  eye  to  him ;  Te  are  not  yoiir 
own^  says  the  apostle,  yor  ye  are  bought  with  a  price^  1  Cor.  vi. 
20.  and  therefore  this  act  of  faith  is  an  ascribing  to  him  that 
glorv  which  he  lays  claim  to  by  right  of  redemption :  and  as 
God  has  constituted  him  heir  of  all  things,  more  especially  of 
those  who  are  called  his  peculiar  treasure  :  so  the  believer  gives 
up  himself  to  him.  Before  this,  the  matter  in  dispute  was,  who 
is  Lord  over  us  ?  Whether  we  ought  to  be  at  our  own  dispo- 
sal or  his  ?  Whether  it  be  expedient  to  serve  divers  lusts  and 
pleasures,  or  be  subject  to  him  as  our  supreme  Lord  and  Law- 
giver ?  But  the  soul  is  thoroughly  convinced,  by  the  internal 
efficacious  work  of  the  Spirit,  that  our  great  Mediator  is  made 
of  God,  both  Lord  and  Christ ;  and  that  no  one  has  a  right  to 
stand  in  competition  with  him  ;  and  that  we  owe  not  only  what 
we  can  do,  but  even  ourselves  unto  him ;  and  as  the  result 
hereof,  devotes  itself  to  him  by  faith. 

2dy  This  also  supposes  that  we  are  sensible  of  the  many 
blessings  that  he  has  in  store  for  his  people ;  and  therefore  we 
give  up  ourselves  to  him  in  hope  of  his  doing  all  that  for  us, 
and  working  all  that  grace  in  us  which  is  necessary  to  our  sal- 
vation ;  but  more  of  this  will  be  insisted  on,  when  we  consider 
him  as  the  object  of  trust.  All  that  I  shall  add  at  present,  un- 
der this  head,  is,  that  having  this  view  of  the  person  of  Christ, 
as  one  who  demands  obedience,  love  and  gratitude  from  us, 
Vv'c  give  up  ourselves  entirely,  and  without  reserve,  to  him- 
lhus  the  apostle  says,  T/iey  ^first  gave  their  own  selves  to  the 
Lordy  2  Cor.  viii.  5.  and  exhorts  the  church  to  ijield  themselves 
unto  God,  as  those  that  xvere  alive  from  the  dead^  Rom.  vi.  13, 
»nd,  to  present  their  bodies,  that  is,  themselves,  and  not  barely 
the  lower  or  meaner  part  of  themselves,  a  living  sacrijice,  hohj 
and  acceptable  to  God,  xvhich  is  their  reasonable  service,  chap, 
xii.  1.  and  as  the  result  hereof,  we  say  by'faith,  Lord,  truly  I 
am  thv  servant,  and  desire  to  be  so  forever;  work  in  me  what 
thou  requirest,  and  then  command  what  thou  pleasest :  I  atn 
entirely  at  thy  disposal,  do  with  me  as  seemeth  good  in  thy 
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bight ;  only  let  all  the  dispensations  of  thy  providence  be  in- 
stances of  thy  love,  and  made  subservient  to  my  salvation. 

This  is  represented  as  our  solemn  act  and  deed ;  whereby, 
with  the  most  mature  deliberation,  we  make  a  surrender  of 
ourselves  to  him  :  the  prophet  speaks  of  it  as  though  it  were 
done  by  an  instrument  or  deed  of  conveyance ;  and  our  con- 
sent to  be  his,  is  represented  by  a  giving  up  our  names  to  him; 
One  shall  smj^  lam  the  Lord'^s^  and  another  shall  call  himselj  by 
the  7iame  of  jfacod  ;  and  another  shall  subscribe  xvith  his  hand 
unto  the  Lord,  and  sirna?7ie  himself  by  the  name  of  Israel,  Isa. 
xliv.  5.  This  is  done  widi  the  highest  veneration,  as  an  act  of 
religious  worship,  and  M'ith  the  greatest  humility,  as  being  sen- 
sible that  we  give  him  nothing  more  than  his  own ;  that  he  is 
7iot  profited  hereby,  but  the  advantage  redounds  entirely  to  us. 
We  do  it  with  judgment;  as  faith  always  supposes  a  convic- 
tion of  the  judgment,  it  considers  those  relations  which  Christ 
stands  in  to  his  people,  and  endeavours  to  behave  itself  in  con- 
formity thereunto  :  we  are  desirous  hereby  to  give  up  ourselves 
to  him  as  a  Prophet,  to  be  led  and  guided  by  him  in  the  way 
of  sah'ation ;  as  a  Priest,  to  give  us  a  right  to  eternal  life,  as 
the  purchase  of  his  blood ;  as  an  Advocate  to  pler.d  our  cause ; 
and  as  a  King  to  give  laws  to  us,  and  defend  us  from  the  in- 
sults of  our  spiritual  enemies,  and  advance  us  to  those  honours 
which  he  has  laid  up  for  his  faithful  subjects.  We  give  up  our- 
selves to  him  to  worship  him  in  all  his  ordinances,  in  hope  of 
his  presence  and  blessing  to  attend  them,  in  order  to  our  spi- 
ritual and  eternal  advantage ;  and  we  do  all  this  without  the 
least  reserve  or  desire  to  have  any  will  separate  from,  or  con-* 
trary  to  his. 

(3.)  Another  act  of  faith  consists  in  a  fixed,  unshaken  trust 
and  reliance  upon  him.  This,  as  was  before  observed,  is  a  very 
common  and  known  acceptation  of  the  word  faith.  As  we  de- 
pend on  his  promise,  as  a  God  that  cannot  lie,  and  give  up  our- 
selves to  him,  as  one  that  has  a  right  to  us ;  so  we  trust  him,  as 
one  whom  we  can  safely  confide  in,  and  lay  the  whole  stress  of 
our  salvation  upon.  This  act  of  faith  is  more  frequently  insisted 
on  in  scripture  than  any  other,  it  being  a  main  ingredient  in  all 
other  graces  that  accompany  salvation ;  and  there  is  nothing  by 
which  God  is  more  glorified  :  it  is  not  one  single  perfection  of 
tlie  divine  nature  that  is  the  object  thereof ;  but  every  thing 
which  he  has  made  known  concerning  himself,  as  conducive  to 
our  blessedness  ;  we  trust  him  with  all  we  have,  and  for  all  that 
we  want  or  hope  for.  This  implies  in  it  a  sense  of  our  ov/n  in- 
sufficiency and  nothingness,  and  of  his  all-sufficient  fulness.  The 
former  of  these  is  what  is  sometimes  styled  a  soul  emptying 
act  of  faith ;  it  is  that  whereby  we  see  ourselves  to  be  nothing, 
not  only  ^s  we  cannot  be  profitable  to  God,  or  lay  him  under  any 
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obligations  to  us,  as  those  who  pretend  to  merit  an}'  good  at  his 
hand,  but  as  unable  to  perform  any  good  action  without  his  as- 
:.istance  ;  in  this  respect  it  says,  surclij,  in  the  Lord  have  I  righ- 
teousness and  streng-th,  Isa.  xlv.  24.  and  there  is  nothing  tends 
more  to  humble  and  abase  the  soul  before  him  than  this. 

And  hereby  we  are  led  to  another  act,  which  more  immedi- 
ately contains  the  formal  nature  of  faith  ;  in  which  it  depends 
on  the  ail-sufficiency  of  God,  and  his  faithfulness  to  supply  our 
wants,  and  bestow  the  blessings  which  he  has  promised :  God 
the  Father  is  the  object  of  this  trust  or  dependence,  as  the  di- 
vine All-sufficiency  is  glorified,  grace  imparted,  and  the  pro- 
mises thereof  fulfilled  by  him,  through  a  Mediator ;  and  Christ 
is  the  object  thereof,  as  the  soul  apprehends  him  to  be  full  of 
grace  and  truth;  sees  the  infinite  value  of  his  merit,  and  his 
ability  to  make  good  all  the  promises  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
and  thereby  to  render  him  completely  blessed.  When  we  trust 
Christ  with  all  we  have,  or  hope  for,  this  supposes  that  there 
is  something  valuable  which  we  either  enjoy  or  expect ;  and 
that  we  are  in  danger  of  losing  it,  unless  it  be  maintained  by 
him,  who  has  undertaken  to  /ieep  his  people  bi/  his  poiver 
through  faith  unto  salvation^  1  Pet.  i.  5.  and  to  perfect  what 
concerns  them.  We  have  souls  more  valuable  than  the  whole 
world,  and  we  commit  the  keeping-  of  our  souls  to  him  in  xvell- 
doing  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator^  chap.  iv.  19.  and  merciful  Re- 
deemer ;  being  assured  that  none  shall  be  able  to  pluck  them  out 
of  his  handy  John  x.  28.  and  we  also  commit  all  the  graces  which 
he  has  v/rought  in  us  to  him,  to  maintain  and  carry  on  to  per- 
fection. And  since  we  are  assured,  that  all  the  promises  are  in 
his  hand,  and  that  he  has  engaged  to  make  them  good  to  us,  we 
are  encouraged  to  trust  him  for  all  that  we  expect,  namely,  that 
he  v.'iil  conduct  us  safely  and  comfortably  through  this  world, 
and  at  last  x-eceive  us  to  glory ;  and  in  so  doing,  we  have  the 
highest  satisfaction ;  or,  as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  We  knoxv 
tvhom  xve  have  believed^  or  trusted,  aiid  are  persuaded  that  he 
IS  able  to  keep  xvhat  we  have  committed  unto  him  against  that 
daii^  2  Tim.  i.  12.  or  the  day  of  his  second  coming,  when  grace 
shall  be  consummate  in  glory. 

These  acts  of  faith  are  generally  styled,  by  divines,  direct; 
in  wliich  v/e  have  more  immediately  to  do  with  Christ,  as  our 
great  Mediator,  or  God  the  Father  in  him  ;  and  being,  proper- 
ly speaking,  acts  of  religious  worship,  the  object  thereof  must 
he  a  divine  person.  But  there  is  another  sense  of  the  word 
faith  ;  which,  as  it  does  not  contain  in  it  any  act  of  trust  or  de- 
pendence, as  the  former  does,  so  it  has  not  God  for  its  imme- 
diate object,  as  that  has  ;  and  this  is  what  we  call  the  reflex  act 
of  faith,  or  the  soul's  being  persuaded  that  it  believes ;  that 
'iHJse  acts  of  faith  which  have  God  or  Christ  for  their  object, 
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are  true  and  genuine.  This  every  one  cannot  conclude  at  all 
times,  who  is  really  enabled  to  put  forth  those  direct  acts  of 
faith,  that  we  have  been  speaking  ot ;  and  it  is  the  result  of 
self-examination,  accompanied  with  the  testimony  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  to  his  own  work. 

Some  indeed  have  questioned  the  propriety  of  the  expres- 
sion, when  this  is  styled  an  act  of  faith ;  as  supposing  that  no- 
thing can  be  so  called,  but  what  hath  a  divine  person  for  its 
object :  but  we  have  before  considered  that  faith,  in  a  sense 
different  from  that  in  which  we  have  now  explained  it,  may  be 
conversant  about  divine  things ;  therefore,  as  we  may  be  said, 
by  a  direct  act  of  faith,  to  trust  in  Christ ;  we  may  be  persua- 
ded, by  this  reflex  act,  that  we  do  so :  and  this  is  more  imme- 
diately necessary  to  assurance,  together  with  that  joy  and  peace 
which  we  are  said  to  have  in  believing.  But  this  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  insist  on  under  a  following  answer.* 

IV.  We  are  now  to  consider  this  grace  of  faith  as  that  which 
accompanies  salvation,  upon  which  account  it  is  called  a  saving 
grace ;  and  also,  that  it  is  wrought  in  the  heart  by  the  power 
of  the  Spirit,  and  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  word.  We  do 
not  suppose  that  every  act  of  faith  denominates  a  person  to  be 
in  a  state  of  salvation ;  for  there  is  a  bare  assent  to  the  truth  of 
divine  revelation,  that  may,  in  a  proper  sense,  be  styled  faith  ; 
and  there  may  be  an  external  dedication  to  God,  a  professed 
subjection  to  him,  which  falls  short  of  that  faith  which  has  been 
before  described,  as  it  does  not  proceed  from  a  renewed  nature, 
or  a  principle  of  spiritual  life  implanted  in  the  soul.  There  may 
be  a  willingness  and  a  desire  to  be  saved,  when  the  heart  is  not 
purified  by  faith ;  a  hearing  the  word  with  gladness,  rejoicing 
in  the  light  that  is  imparted  thereby,  for  a  season,  and  doing 
many  things  pursuant  thereunto,  in  some,  who  shall  not  be  sa- 
ved :  but  faith  is  often-times  described  as  referring  to  and  end- 
ing in  salvation ;  thus  we  are  said  to  believe  to  the  saving  of  the 
soul^  Heb.  X.  39.  and,  to  receive  the  end  of  our  faith^  even  the 
salvation  of  our  soiils^  1  Pet.  i.  9.  This  consists,  more  espe- 
cially, in  those  acts  of  faith,  that  contain  in  them  an  entire  sub- 
jection of  all  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the  soul  to  Christ, 
arising  from  the  views  which  it  has  of  his  glory,  and  its  ex- 
perience of  his  almighty  power,  which  is  not  only  the  way  to, 
but  the  first  fruits  of  everlasting  salvation.  This  is  such  a  re- 
ceiving and  resting  on  Christ  for  salvation,  as  has  been  before 
described. 

And  this  grace  is  farther  said  to  be  wrought  in  the  heart  of 

a  sinner,  by  the  Spirit.    We  have  before  considered  effectual 

calling,  as  a  work  of  divine  power,  and  proved,  that  the  Spirit 

is  the  author  of  it ;  f  and  that  they,  who  are  effectually  called, 

•  S?e  ^t^st.\%xx.  j  See  pare  3%  a7i(t. 


134  OF  JUSTIFYING  FAITH. 

"are  enabled  to  accept  of,  and  embrace  the  grace  ofFered  in  the 
gospel;  from  whence  it  is  evident,  that  faith  is  the  truit  and 
consequtiice  of  our  efl'ectual  calling ;  and  therefore  it  must  be 
a  work  of  the  almighty  power  and  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Antl,  this  it  farther  appears  to  be,  from  that  account  which  we 
have  thereof  in  several  scriptures  :  thus  the  apostle  Peter,  de- 
scribing those  he  writes  to,  as  having  obtained  like  precious  faith  ^ 
through  the  righteousness  of  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ; 
and  also  as  having  all  things  that  pertain  unto  godlinesSy  in 
>vhich  faith  is  certainly  included,  he  ascribes  this  to  the  divine 
power^  2  Pet,  i.  1.  compared  with  the  3rd  verse.  And  else- 
where we  read  of  the  exceeding  greatness  of  the  power  of  God 
exerted  in  them  that  believe,  Eph.  i.  19.  And  when  the  work 
of  faith  is  carried  on,  or  fulfilled  in  the  souls  of  those  in  whom 
it  was  begun,  it  is  considered  as  an  e£Fect  of  the  same  power, 
2  Thess.  i.  1 1.  And,  as  all  that  grace,  which  is  the  effect  of  di- 
vine power,  is  ascribed  to  tlie  Holy  Cihost,  when  he  is  said 
hereby,  as  acting  in  subserviency  to  the  Father  and  Son,  to  de- 
monstrate his  Personal  glory :  so  the  work  of  faith,  in  this  re- 
spect, is  represented  as  his  work ;  upon  which  account  he  is 
called  the  Spirit  offaith,  2  Cor.  iv.  13. 

But  that  which  we  shall  more  particularly  consider  is,  that 
this  grace  of  faith  is  wrought  by  the  instrumentality  of  the 
word.  VVe  have  before  observed,  that  the  principle  of  grace, 
implanted  in  regeneration,  is  the  immediate  effect  of  the  divine 
power,  without  the  instrumentality  of  the  word ;  but  when  the 
Spirit  works  faith,  and  all  other  graces,  which  proceed  from 
that  principle,  then  he  makes  use  of  the  word  :  thus  the  apos- 
tle says.  Faith  cometh  h^  hearing,  and  hearing  by  the  word  of 
God,  Rom.  X.  17.  As  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  our  seeing  any 
object,  that  the  eye  be  rightly  disposed  and  fitted  for  sight,  and 
the  object  presented  to  it :  so  there  are  two  things  necessary  to 
faith,  namely,  the  soul's  being  changed,  renewed,  quickened, 
and  so  prepared  to  act  this  grace ;  and  the  objects  being  pre- 
sented to  it,  about  which  it  is  to  be  conversant;  which  latter  is 
done  by  the  word  of  God  :  so  that  the  soul  is  first  internally 
disposed  to  receive  \vhat  God  is  pleased  to  reveal  relating  to  the 
way  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ  before  it  believes ;  and  this  re- 
velation is  contained  in  the  gospel,  which  is  adapted  to  the  va- 
rious acts  of  faith,  as  before  described. 

1.  As  faith  implies  a  coming  to  Christ,  or  receiving  him ;  the 
word  of  God  reveals  him  to  us  as  giving  an  invitation  to  sin- 
ners, encouraging  them  thereunto ;  thus  our  Saviour  says.  If 
any  man  thirsty  let  hira  come  unto  me,  and  drink,  John  vii.  37. 
And,  as  a  farther  inducement  to  this,  it  sets  forth  the  advan- 
tages that  will  attend  it,  to  wit,  that  he  will  not  reject  them, 
hov/-  ujnworthv  soever  thev  be  ;  as.  he  savs,  Him  that  cometh  to 
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nir,  Ixmllin  no  wise  cast  out^  John  vi.  37.  And  there  are  many 
other  privileges  which  he  will  bestow  on  them,  namely,  the 
blessings  of  both  worlds,  grace  here,  and  glory  hereafter,  ail 
which  contain  the  very  sum  and  substance  of  the  gospel. 

2.  If  we  consider  faith  as  including  in  it  a  giving  up  ourselves 
to  Christ,  to  be  intirely  his  ;  the  word  of  God  represents  him  as 
having  an  undoubted  right  to  all  who  do  so,  inasmuch  as  they 
are  bought  with  the  price  of  his  blood,  given  to  him  as  his  own, 
by  the  Father.  And  as  they  devote  themselves  to  him,  to  be 
his  servants,  it  sets  before  them  the  privileges  which  attend  his 
service,  as  they  are  delivered  from  the  dominion  of  sin,  and  a 
servile  fear  and  dread  of  his  wrath ;  lets  them  know  the  ease, 
pleasure,  and  delight  that  there  is  in  bearing  his  3  okc,  and  the 
blessed  consequences  thereof,  in  that  as  they  have  their  fruit 
unto  holiness .f  the  end  thereof  shall  be  life  everlasting^  Kom^ 
vi.  22. 

3.  As  faith  looks  to  Christ  for  forgiveness  of  sin,  in  which 
respect  it  is  called  justifying  faith  ;  so  the  v/ord  of  God  repre- 
sents him  to  us,  as  having  made  atonement  for  sin  ',  as  set  forth 
to  be  a  propitiation  to  sec\ire  us  from  the  guilt  which  we  were 
liable  to,  and  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law ;  as  bearing 
the  curse,  and,  as  the  consequence  thereof,  giving  us  a  right  to 
all  the  privileges  of  his  children.  It  also  represents  this  for- 
giveness as  ftdl,  free,  and  irreversible  ;  and  the  soul,  by  faith 
rejoices  in  its  freedom  from  condemnation,  and  that  right  and 
title  to  eternal  life,  which  is  inseparably  connected  with  it. 

4.  As  faith  includes  in  it  a  trusting  or  relying  on  Christ,  the 
gospel  represents  him  as  an  all-sufficient  Saviour,  able  to  save 
to  the  uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  Heb.  vii.  25. 
and  as  faith  trusts  him  for  the  accomplishment  of  all  the  pro- 
mises, it  considers  him  as  having  engaged  to  make  them  good, 
inasmuch  as  they  are  yea  and  amen  in  him,  unto  the  glory  of 
God,  2  Cor.  i.  20.  And  therefore,  he  runs  no  risque,  or  is  at 
no  uncertainty  as  to  this  matter ;  for  Christ's  Mediatorial  glorj' 
lies  at  stake.  If  there  be  the  least  failure  in  the  accomplish-' 
ment  of  any  promise  ;  or  any  blessing  made  over  to  his  people 
in  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  shall  not  be  conferred  upon 
them,  he  is  content  to  bear  tVie  blame  for  ever :  but  this  is  al- 
together impossible,  since  he  that  has  undertaken  to  apply  the 
blessings  promised,  is  faithful  and  true,  as  well  as  the  Father 
that  gave  them  ;  and  this  affords  them  strong-  consolation,  xvho 
are  fed  for  refuge,  to  lay  hold  on  the  hope  set  before  them  in 
the  gospel,  Heb.  vi.  18.  Thus  Christ  is  set  forth ;  and  agree- 
ably to  this  discovery  made  of  him,  faith  takes  up  its  rest  in 
him,  and  therein  finds  safety  and  peace. 

V.  We  shall  now  consider  faith  as  strong  or  weak,  increas- 
ing or  declining,  with  the  various  marks  and  signs  thereof.  A 
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habits  of  sin  are  stronger  or  weaker,  the  same  may  be  said  con- 
cerning habits  of  grace.  It  is  one  thing  for  them  to  be  entirely 
lost ;  and  another  thing  to  be  in  a  declining  state  :  their  strength 
and  vigour  may  be  much  abated,  and  their  energy  frequently 
interrupted;  nevertheless  God  will  maintain  the  principle  of 
grace,  as  we  shall  endeavour  to  prove  under  a  following  an- 
swer.* Grace  is  not  always  equally  strong  and  lively ;  the  pro- 
phet supposes  it  to  be  a  declining,  when  he  says,  /Revive  thy 
roork^  0  Lord,,  in  the  midst  of  the  years,,  Heb.  iii.  2.  and  our 
Saviour's  advice  to  the  church  at  Sardis,  implies  as  much,  when 
he  exhorts  them  to  strengthen  the  things  -which  remain,,  that 
are  ready  to  die,,  Rev.  iii.  2.  and  when  he  bids  the  church  at 
Ephesus  to  remember  from  -whence  they  were  fallen,,  and  repent 
and  do  their  first  works^  chap.  ii.  5.  Some  are  said,  as  Abra- 
ham, to  be  strong  in  faith,,  giving  glory  to  God,,  Rom.  iv.  20. 
and  others  are  reproved,  as  our  Saviour  does  his  disciples,  at 
some  times,  when  he  says,  0  ye  of  little  faith,.  Matt.  vi.  30.  As 
our  natural  constitution  is  not  always  equally  healthy  and  vigo- 
rous, nor  our  condition  in  the  world  equally  prosperous,  the 
same  may  be  said  concerning  the  habits  of  grace ;  sometimes 
they  are  strong,  and  then,  as  the  apostle  says  concerning  his 
beloved  Gaius,  3  John  ver.  2.  the  soul  prospereth,,  and  wq  go 
from  strength  to  strength^  Psal.  Ixxxiv.  7.  from  one  degree  of 
grace  to  another;  but,  at  other  times,  we  are  ready  lo faint  in 
the  day  of  adversity,,  and  our  streJigth  is  small,  Prov.  xxiv.  10. 
U'his  cannot  but  be  observed  by  all  who  are  not  strangers  to 
themselves,  or  who  take  notice  of  the  various  frame  of  spirit, 
which  are  visible  in  those  whom  they  converse  with. 

But  if  it  be  enquired ;  by  what  marks  or  evidences  we  may 
discern  the  strength  or  weakness  of  faith  ?  though  this  will 
more  evidently  appear  from  what  will  be  said  under  a  follow- 
ing answer,!  when  we  are  led  to  speak  concerning  the  reason 
of  the  imperfection  of  sanctification  in  believers ;  yet  we  shall 
not  wholly  pass  it  over  in  this  place ;  and  therefore,  it  may  be 
observed,  that  the  strength  or  weakness  of  faith,  is  to  be  judg- 
ed of  by  that  degree  of  esteem  and  value  which  the  soul  has 
for  Christ,  and  the  steadiness,  or  abatement  of  its  dependence 
on  him.  The  greater  diffidence  or  distrust  we  have  of  self,  and 
the  more  we  see  of  our  own  emptiness  and  nothingness,  the 
stronger  is  our  faith ;  on  the  other  hand,  self-confidence,  or 
relying  on  our  own  strength  is  a  certain  sign  of  the  weakness 
thereof. 

Again,  strong  faith  is  that  which  carries  the  soul  through 

difficult  duties;  as  the  apostle  says,  lean  do  all  things  through 

Christ  which  strengtheneth  me,,  Phil.  iv.  13.    Whereas  weak 

taith  is  ready  to  sink  under  the  discouragements  that  it  meets 

*  .S.'c  Qr:rs-.'  Ixxix.  j   .S're  Qr.'es.'.  Lsxviii. 
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frith ;  the  former  is  stedfast,  unmovcabie^  alivaijs  aboUndin^^  m 
the  work  of  the  Lord^  1  Cor.  v.  58.  the  hitter  is  like  a  reed  sha« 
ken  with  the  wind.   Strong  faith,  as  it  is  said  of  Job,  Job  i.  21, 
blesses  God  when  he  scrips  him  of  all  earthly  enjoyments,  and 
rejoices  that  the  v.owX  is  counted  xuorthy  to  siij^tr  shame  for  hi^t 
name,  Acts  v.  41.  and  ihis  carries  hini  above  those  fears  which 
liave  a  tendenc\  to  deject  and  dishearten  him  :  He  shall  not  bs 
afraid  of  evil  iidhigs,  his  heart  is  fixe  J,  trustiiig    in  the  Lord^ 
Psal.  cxii.  7.    Wiiereas,  weak  faith  is  boi^ne  doM'^n,  with  dis- 
couragements ;  he  finds  it  hard  to  hold  on  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty,  and  sees  mountains  of  difficulties  in   his  way  | 
whereby  the  soul  is  ready  tp  conclude,  that  he  shall  not  be  able 
to  get  safely  to  his  journey's  end.  He  does  not  rightly  improve 
the  considf-ration  of  the  almighty  power  of  God,  and  his  faith- 
fulness to  his  promise,  in  v/hich  he  has  engaged,  that  the  ricfh' 
teous  shall  iiold  on  his  xvay  ;  and  he  that  hath  clean  hands  shall 
wax  stronger  and  stronger.  Job  xvii.  9.  And  when  we  sustain 
losses  and  disappointments  in  the  world,  or  things  go  contrary 
to  our  expectation,  then  we  are  ready  to  say  with  the  Psalmist- 
Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  f  hath  he,  in  anger,  shut  up 
his  tender  mercies  ?   Psal.  Ixxvii.  9.  and  sometimes  conclude, 
that  we  have  no  interest  in  tlie  love  of  God,  because  the  dis- 
pensations of  his  providence  are  afflictive,  and  fill  us  with  great 
uneasiness.    In  this  case  fear  looks  upon  every  adverse  provi- 
dence, as  it  were,  through  a  magnifying  glass,  and  apprehends 
this  to  be  but  the  beginning  of  sorrows  ,•  for  it  cannot  say  with 
the  prophet,  I  zvill  trust  and  not  be  afraid,  chap.  xii.  2.  for  in 
the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength,  chap,  xxvii.  4. 

Moreover,  the  strength  or  weakness  of  faith  may  farther  be 
discerned  by  our  enjoying,  or  being  destitute  of  communiori 
with  God;  our  conversing  with  him  in  ordinances,  or  being 
deprived  of  this  privilege.  We  may  conclude  our  faith  to  be 
strong,  when  we  can  say  as  the  apostle  does.  Our  conversation 
is  in  heaven,  or  we  live  above :  but  M'hen,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  have  too  great  an  anxiety  or  solicitude  about  earthly  things, 
and  an  immoderate  love  to  this  present  world,  this  argues  the 
weakness  thereof.  The  difference  between  these  two  may  also 
be  discerned,  by  the  frame  of  our  spirit  in  prayer.  When  faith 
is  strong,  the  soul  has  a  great  degree  of  boldness  or  liberty  of 
access  to  the  throne  of  grace;  a  greater  measure  of  importuni- 
ty and  fervency,  accompanied  with  an  expectation  of  the  bless* 
ings  prayed  for,  by  a  secret  and  powerful  intimation  from  the 
Spirit,  as  a  Spirit  of  grace  and  supplication;  from  whence  it 
infers,  tiiat  he  that  excites  this  grace  will  encourage  it,  as  he 
says  not  to  the  seed  of  Jacob,  seek  ye  me  in  vain,  chap.  xlv.  19. 
We  might  also  add,  in  the  last  place,  that  strong  faith  may 
likewise  be  discerned,  when  it  is  aGcompasied  ?/ith  an  assu,- 
Vol.  III.  S 
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ranee  of  an  interest  in  Christ's  righteousness,  and  cur  right  an3 
title  to  eternal  lite  founded  thereon,  or  that  God  will  guide  us 
by  his  counsel,  and  afterwai-ds  receive  us  to  glory,  and  a  per- 
suasion wrought  in  the  sou!  by  the  Spirit,  that  nothing  shall  se- 
parate us  from  his  love  :  v/hereas  weak  faith  is  attended  with 
many  doubts  concerning  our  interest  in  Christ ;  sometimes 
fearing  that  our  forraer  liope  v/as  no  other  than  a  delusion,  our 
present  experiences  not  real,  the  ground  we  stand  on  sinks  un- 
der us;  and  we  are  ready  to  conclude,  that  we  shall  one  day 
fall  by  the  bands  of  our  spiritual  enemies.  When  I  speak  of 
these  doubts  and  fears,  as  an  instance  of  weak  faith,  I  do  not 
say  that  they  are  ingredients  in  faith  ;  for  they  are  rather  to  be 
considered  as  a  burden, and  incumbrance  that  attends  it,  so  that 
though  there  be  some  good  thing  in  us  towards  the  Lord  our 
God,  or  a  small  degree  of  faith,  like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed, 
these  doubts  proceed  from  the  weakness  thereof,  as  opposed  to 
that  which  is  strong,  and  would  denote  the  soul  to  be  in  a  hap- 
py and  flourishing  condition ;  which  leads  us, 

VI.  "Po  speak  concerning  the  use  of  faith  in  the  whole  con- 
duct of  our  lives ;  as  every  thing  that  we  do  in  an  acceptable 
manner,  is  said  to  be  done  by  it.  It  is  one  thing  occasionally 
to  put  forth  some  acts  of  faith,  and  another  thing  to  live  by 
faith;  which,  as  it  is  the  most  noble  and  excellent  life,  so  no- 
thing short  of  it  can,  properly  speaking,  be  called  a  good  life, 
how  much  soever  many  are  styled  good  livers,  who  are  wholly 
strangers  to  this  grace.  The  apostle  Paul  speaks  of  this  way 
of  living,  and  considers  it  as  exemplified  in  himself,  when  he 
says.  The  life  xvhich  I  noxv  live  in  the  Jlcsh^  I  live  by  the  faith 
of  the  Son  of  God^  Gal.  ii,  20.  He  speaks  of  it  as  his  constant 
work,  or  that  which  ran  through  the  whole  business  of  life* 
"Whether  we  are  engaged  in  civil  or  religious  duties,  they  are 
all  to  be  performed  by  faith.  Here  we  shall  consider  the  life 
of  faith ; 

1.  As  it  discovers  itself  in  all  the  common  actions  of  life ; 
in  these  we  act  as  men :  but  that  faith,  which  is  the  principal 
ingredient  in  them,  and  their  chief  ornament,  denotes  us  to 
walk  as  Christians ;  and  this  we  are  said  to  do, 

(1.)  When  we  receive  cv^ry  outward  mercy,  as  the  pur- 
chase of  the  blood  of  Christ,  as  well  as  the  gift  of  his  grace ; 
and  consider  it  as  a  blessing  bestowed  by  a  covenant-God, 
who,  together  with  outward  things,  is  pleased  to  give  himself 
to  us ;  which  infinitely  enhances  the  value  of  the  blessing,  and 
induces  us  to  receive  it  with  a  proportionable  degi^ee  of  thank- 
fulness. 

(2.)  When  we  set  loose  from  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  world, 
not  taking  up  our  rest  in  them,  as  though  they  were  our  por- 
tion or  cliief  good ;  and  therefore,  the  esteem  and  value  we 
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have  for  them  is  vcn-  much  below  that  which  we  have  fot 
things  divine  and  heavenly.  When  we  use  them  to  the  glory 
of  <jod ;  and  account  the  best  outward  enjoyments  nothing,  if 
compared  with  Christ;  as  the  apostle  says,  /  count  all  things 
but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  knoivledge  of  Christy  and  do 
count  them  but  dun^,  that  J  tiuiij  xcin  Christy  Phil.  iii.  8.  This 
net  of  faith  will  quiet  our  spirits  under  afflictions,  and  induce 
us  to  submit  to  the  disposing  providence  of  God  ;  when  our 
best  outward  enjoyments  are  removed,  or  we  called  to  suffer 
tlie  loss  of  all  things  for  Christ's  sake,  or  by  his  sovereign  will. 

(3.)  When  all  the  success  which  wc  hope  for  in  our  secular 
employments,  is  considered  as  an  instance  of  that  care  which 
Christ  takes  of  his  people,  in  which  he  over-rules  and  orders 
all  things  for  his  own  glory,  and  their  welfare ;  and  therefore^ 
we  are  persuaded  that  he  will  cau.se  whatever  we  take  in  hand» 
to  prosper,  provided  he  sees  that  it  is  best  for  us ;  and  if  not, 
we  are  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  his  will.  This  is  such  an  in- 
stance of  faith  as  will  put  us  upon  doing  every  thing  in  the 
name  and  to  the  glorv  of  Christ,  and  fortify  us  against  any 
disappointment  that  may  attend  our  expectation,  in  every  em- 
ployment wherein  we  are  engaged. 

(4.)  When  outward  blessings,  instead  of  proving  a  snare  and 
temptation,  to  draw  off  our  hearts  from  Christ,  are  a  means  to 
bring  us  nearer  to  him,  so  that  if  our  ciixumstances  are  easy 
and  comfortable  in  the  world,  and  we  have  more  frequent  op- 
portunities offered  to  us,  to  engage  in  religious  duties  than 
others,  we  are  accordingly  inclined  to  embrace  them  ;  and 
when  every  thing  we  enjoy,  as  an  instance  of  distinguishing 
favour  from  God,  above  what  many  in  the  world  do,  excite* 
in  us  a  due  sense  of  gratitude,  and  an  earnest  desire  and  en- 
deavour to  use  the  world  to  his  glory. 

(5.)  When  adverse  providences,  which  sometimes  have  a 
tendency  to  drive  the  soul  from  Christ,  and  occasion  repining 
thoughts,  as  though  the  divine  distributions  were  not  equal, 
are  made  of  use  to  bring  us  nearer  to  him,  so  that  whatever 
we  lose  in  the  creature,  we  look  for,  and  endeavour  to  find  in 
him.  And  M'hen,  with  a  submissive  spirit,  we  can  say,  that  he 
does  all  things  well  for  us,  as  we  hope  and  trust  that  he  will 
jniike  even  those  things  that  run  counter,  to  our  secular  interests, 
subservient  to  our  eternal  welfare  ;  and  as  the  result  hereof,  en- 
deavour to  keep  up  a  becoming  frame  of  spirit,  in  such  a  con- 
dition of  life,  as  has  in  itself  a  tendency  to  cast  down  the  soul, 
and  fill  it  with  great  disquietude. 

(6.)  When  we  devote  and  consecrate  all  wc  have  in  the 
world  to  God,  considering,  that  as  we  are  not  our  own,  but 
his ;  so  all  we  have  is  his :  and  when  hereupon  we  are  endow- 
ed with  a  public  spirit,  desirous  to  approve  ourselves  blessings 
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to  mankind  :n  general,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power ;  and  when 
we  have  done  all,  not  only  say  with  David,  Of  thine  oxvn  w<f 
have  given  thee^  1  Chron,  xxix.  14.  but  as  our  Saviour  taught 
his  disciples  to  sav.  We  are  unprofitable  servants* 

(7.)  The  life  oi'  iailh  discovers  itself  in  the  government  of 
our  affections,  namely,  as  they  are  kept  within  due  bouncis-, 
■set  upon  right  objects,  and  rendered  subservient  to  promote 
'Christ's  glory  and  interest.  Hereby  are  we  prevented  from 
'setting  our  affections  immoderately  on  things  of  this  world, 
when  l^iith  shews  us  that  there  are  far  better  things  to  draw 
tfaem  forth,  which  deserve  our  highest  love  :  it  also  prevents 
our  being  v/orldly  and  carnal,  as  though  wc  were  swallowed 
\ip  with  the  things  of  sense,  and  had  nothing  else  to  mind,  and 
feligion  were  only  to  be  occasionallj-  engaged  in  ;  or,  as  though 
ian  holy,  humble,  self-denying  frame  of  spirit  were  inconsistent 
with  worldly  business.  Faith  suggests  the  contrary ;  puts  u-s 
upon  making  religion  our  great  business,  and  engaging  in  se- 
cular affairs,  rather  as  a  necessary  avocation  from  it,  th?n  that 
which  is  the  chief  end  of  living.  It  also  puts  us  upon  glorify- 
ing Christ  in  our  secular  concerns,  as  we  manage  them  in  such 
a  way  as  he  ordains  \  and  hereby  the  soul  is  kept  in  a  spiritual 
frame,  while  abiding  with  God  in  the  calling  whercunto  he  is 
called.  This  we  attribute  more  especially  to  the  grace  of  faith, 
not  only  as  it  is  connected  with,  and  (as  will  be  observed  un- 
der our  next  head)  excites  other  graces ;  but  as  it  has  its  ^ije 
constantly  fixed  on  Christ  as  its  object,  and  by  this  steers  its 
course,  and  takes  an  estimate  of  the  valuableness  and  impor-! 
tance  of  all  the  affairs  of  this  life,  by  their  subserviency  to  our 
salvation,  and  the  advancement  of  his  glory  therein. 

2.  Faith  discovers  itself  in  the  performance  of  all  religious 
duties,  and  the  exercise  of  all  other  graces  therein.  Thus  we 
read  of  the  prayer  of  faith,  whereby  a  soul  havh  access  to  God 
as  a  father,  in  the  name  of  Christ ;  firmly  relies  on  the  v^rcmi- 
aes  which  are  established  in  him,  and  has  a  liberty  to  plead  with 
him,  and  hope  of  acceptance  in  his  sight.  Moreover,  when  we 
Wait  on  God  to  hear  what  he  has  to  impart  to  us  in  his  word, 
faith  having  experienced  some  degree  of  communion  v/ith  him 
alread}',  and  had  some  displays  of  his  love,  puts  the  soul  upon 
desiring  more,  as  the  Fs&hmstsnys^  Mi/ soul  thirstefh  for  thee; 
rny  flesh  longe.th  for  thee^  to  see  thij  poruer  and  thif  glory ^  so  as 
f  have  seen  thee  in  the  sanctuary^  Psal.  Ixiii.  1,  2.  And  what- 
ever other  ordinances  of  divine  appointment,  we  are  engaged 
in,  we  are  hereby  encouraged  to  hope  for  his  presence,  and 
draw  nigh  unto  hinri  herein,  with  a  reverential  fear  and  delight, 
jn  him  :  and  it  puts  us  upon  the  exercise  of  those  graces  which 
are  necessary  for  the  right  performance  of  gospel  worship  in 
^general-. 
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These  are  not  only  joined  with  it,  but  may  be  said  to  be 
excited  thereby;  so  that  faith  is,  as  it  ivere,  the  pi-incipal  of 
u!l  other  graces.  Thus  Avhen  the  heart  is  drawn  forth  in  love 
to  Christ,  it  may  be  said,  that  faith  xvorketh  by  lovCy  Cial.  v. 
<3.  and  when  this  love  is  accompanied  \\'\i\\joif  unspeakable  and 
full  of  g'lorif ;  this  w^e  have  in  a  way  of  believiiig,  and  that 
which  tends  to  excite  the  grace  of  love,  is  the  view  that  faith 
takes  of  Christ's  mediatorial  glory  and  excellencies,  and  the 
obligations  we  are  under  to  love  him,  from  his  grace  of  love 
to  us  ;  and  this  is  a  strong  motive,  inducing  us  to  express  our 
love  to  him,  by  universal  obedience,  which  is  called,  the  obe- 
dience offuith^  Rom.  xvi.  26. 

When  we  exercise  the  grace  of  repentance,  and  thereby  hate 
and  turn  from  all  sin,  and  are,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  sensible, 
as  we  ought  to  be,  of  the  sin  of  unbelief ;  it  is  faith  that  gives 
U3  this  sense  thereof,  as  it  is  best  able  to  see  its  own  defects. 
V/hen  we  confess  sin,  or  humble  ourselves  before  God  for  it, 
faith  views  it  not  only  as  a  violation  of  the  divine  law,  but  as 
an  instance  of  the  highest  ingratitude ;  and  when  we  desire,  in 
the  exercise  of  repentance,  to  forsake  sin,  faith  makes  us  sen- 
sible of  our  own  vveakness,  and  puts  us  upon  a  firm  and  sted- 
fast  dependence  on  Christ,  to  enable  us  thereunto ;  and  when, 
in  the  exercise  of  this  grace,  our  consciences  are  burdened 
with  a  sense  of  guilt  and  unbelief  is  ready  to  suggest,  that  our 
sins  are  so  heinously  aggravated,  that  there  is  no  room  to  hope 
frjr  pardoning  mercy,  faith  relieves  us  against  these  despairing 
thoaghts,and  encourages  us  to  wait  for  the  mercv  of  God,  who 
will  abundantly  pardon^  Isa.  Iv.  7.  and  with  whom  there  is 
forg'ivenessy  that  he  may  be  feared^  Psal.  cxxx.  4. 

And  when  we  use  endeavours  to  mortify  sin,  this  is  to  be 
done  by  a  fiducial  view  of  Christ  crucified;  and  when  we  en-" 
courage  ourselves  to  ho'pe  that  the  indictment  brought  against 
us  for  it,  was  nailed  to  the  cross  of  Christ ;  and  that  there  is 
no  condemnation  to  us^  as  being  in  him,  Rom.  viii.  1.  and  thai, 
as  the  apostle  says.  Our  old  man  is  crucified  ivith  hitn^  that  the 
body  of  sin  might  be  destroyed:  that  henceforth  xvc  should  no 
longer  serve  sin^  chap.  vi.  6.  all  this  is  to  be  done  by  faith. 

We  might  also  observe,  that  the  grace  of  patience  is  con- 
nected with,  and  we  excited,  thereunto  by  faith.  The  apos- 
tle, Heb.  vi.  12.  joins  both  these  together,  as  supposing  that 
faith  affords  a  motive  to  patience  ;  and  elsewhere  we  read,  not 
onlv  of  what  faith  enables  us  to  do,  but  bear,  in  the  account 
which  we  have,  of  the  great  things  which  the  Old  Testament 
saints  did,  and  suffered  by  this  grace  :  and  therefore,  what- 
ever graces  are  exercised  under  the  afflictions  of  this  present 
life ;  faith  excites  in  us  a  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  and 
consider  them  ai  the  chastisements  of  a  merciful  Fv'ither,  aiiii 
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m  bring'mg  forth  the  peaceful  fruit  of  rig-hteoii<tncss  unto  them 
that  are  exercised  tbercbij^  chap.  xii.  11-  and  we  are  encourag- 
ed to  hear  them  with  such  a  composed  frame  of  spirit  that  they 
seein  lighi,  and  not  woithy  to  be  compared  Avith  the  glory  that 
shall  be  revealed.  This,  faith  has  constantly  in  view,  setting 
one  against  the  other  ;  whereby  that  M-hich  would  otherwise  be 
an  liindrance  to  us  in  our  way,  is  improved,  by  us,  to  our 
spiritual  advantage ;  and  we  enabled,  not  only  to  go  on  safely, 
but  comfortably,  till  M'e  arrive  at  the  fidl  fruition  of  what  we 
now  behold  at  a  distance,  and  rejoice  in  the  fiducial  expecta- 
tion thereof:  which  leads  us  to  the  last  thing  proposed  to  be 
considered,  concerning  faith,  namely, 

VII.  How  it  is  to  be  attained  or  increased,  and  what  are 
the  means  conducive  thereunto.  Though  faith,  in  common 
with  all  other  graces,  be  wrought  in  us  by  the  power  of  God, 
yet  we  are  far  from  asserting,  that  there  is  no  duty  incumbent 
on  us,  in  the  performing  whereof,  we  are  to  hope  and  wait 
for  the  divine  blessing,  upon  which  all  the  success  thereof  de- 
pends. To  deny  this  v/ould  give  just  occasion  to  charge  the 
doctrine  of  efficacious  grace,  as  though  it  led  to  security,  or 
licentiousness;  Avhich  many  do  without  ground.  Though  grace 
and  duty  are  very  distinct,  yet  they  are  not  inconsistent  with 
each  other ;  the  former  is  God's  work,  the  latter  our  act. 

As  for  those  duties  which  are  required  of  us,  considered  as 
expecting  the  divine  grace  and  blessing  to  attend  them ;  these 
are,  a  diligent  waiting  on  God  in  all  his  ordinances;  looking 
into  the  state  of  our  souls,  b}^  impartial  self-examination  ;  call- 
ing to  mind  our  past  miscarriages,  and  what  matter  of  humi- 
liation we  have  for  ihem  in  the  sight  of  God.  as  also,  our 
natural  aversion  and  inability  to  do  what  is  good ;  our  need  of 
Christ's  righteousness,  to  take  av/ay  the  guilt  we  'nave  con- 
tracted, and  of  his  strength,  to  subdue  our  corruptions,  and 
enable  us  to  plead  earnestly  with  him  for  these  privileges. 

As  for  the  unregenerate,  tb.ey  must  pray  and  wait  on  him, 
for  the  first  grace,  and  sa^/,  v.'ith  Ephraim,  Turn  tkou  t>ic^  and 
I  shall  be  turned^  Jer.  >:xxi.  18.  They  must  be  earnest  with 
him,  that  he  would  bestow  upon  them  the  grace  of  faith  ;  whicli 
is  styled,  his  gift ;  that  he  would  remove  every  thing  that  is, 
at  present,  an  obstacle,  or  hindrance  to  this  grace,  ail  the  pre- 
judices which  corrupt  nature  has  entertained  against  Christy 
and  the  way  of  salvation  by  him  ;  and  that  he  would  shine  in- 
to their  souls,  to  give  tliem  tiie  knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the 
face  of  Christ;  reveal  his  arm,  and  incline  them,  by  the  inter- 
nal working  of  his  power,  to  receive  the  grace  which  is  held 
forth  in  the  gospel.  These  are  duties  incumbent  on  person?^ 
who  are  not  called  effectiially,  being  destitute  of  regenerating 
grace. 
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But,  on  the  other  hand,  they  who  have  ground  to  conclude 
that  they  have  experienced  this  grace,  though,  at  present,  thty 
apprehend  that  thc-ir  faith  is  weak,  and  on  the  decline  ;  thev 
must  be  found  waiting  on  God,  in  his  own  v.ay;  and  be  im- 
portunate with  him  in  prayer  for  the  revival  of  his  work,  that 
so  they  may  recover  thfir  former  experiences  ;  they  must  bles^ 
him  for  the  privileges  they  once  enjoyed,  and  be  humbled  for 
their  past  backslidings,  whereby  they  have  provoked  him  to 
withdraw  fix)m  them,  and  say  with  the  church,  /  7uUl  go  and 
return  to  my  fir  at  husband ;  for  then  was  it  better  rvith  me  than 
7WZi)^  Hos.  ii.  7.  and,  as  it  says  elsewhere,  Taie  arvaij  all  ini" 
quitij^  and  receive  us  graciously  ;  so  rvill  we  render  the  calves 
cf  our  lipSy  chap.  xiv.  2.  They  must  lament  the  dishonour 
that  they  have  brought  to  God ;  and  consider  how,  by  this 
means,  they  have  grieved  the  Holy  Spirit,  wounded  their  own 
consciences,  and  made  work  for  a  bitter  repentance  and  humi- 
liation before  God.  They  must  be  sensible,  that  it  is  the  same 
hand  which  wrought  grace  in  them  at  first,  that  must  now  re- 
cover them  from  their  fallen  state,  and,  by  exciting  the  princi- 
ple of  grace  implanted,  bring  them  into  a  lively  frame  ;  and 
when  he  has  done  this,  they  must  still  depend  upon  him  to 
maintain  this  frame  of  spirit,  as  considering  that  as  the  begin- 
ning so  the  progress  of  grace,  is  owing  to  him  who  is  the  au- 
thor and  finisher  of  faith  ;  who  worketh  in  us  that  which  is 
pleasing  in  his  sight,  and  carries  on  his  own  work  unto  per- 
fection. 


Quest.  LXXIV.  What  is  adoption  ? 

Aksw.  Adoption  is  an  act  of  the  free  grace  of  God,  in  and  fcr 
his  only  Son  Jesus  Christ;  whereby  all  those  that  are  justi- 
fied, are  received  into  the  number  of  his  children,  have  his 
name  put  upon  them,  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  given  to  theni» 
are  under  his  fatherly  care  and  dispensations,  admitted  to 
all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  sons  of  God,  made  heirs 
of  all  the  promises,  ai^.d  feilow-heirs  with  Christ  in  glory. 

IN  speaking  to  this  answer  we  shall  consider, 
I.  The  various  senses  in  v/hich  persons  are  the  sons  of 
God  ;  and  particularly,  how  they  are  so  called  by  adoption. 

II.  The  difference  between  adoption  as  used  by  men,  and  as 
it  is  applied  in  this  answer  to  God's  taking  persons  into  this  re- 
lation, as  his  children;  from  whence  it  will  appear  to  be  an  aC-:- 
oi  his  free  grace. 

III.  We  shall  consider  the  reference  the  sonship  of  believers 
has  to  the  superior  and  more  glorious  Sonship  of  Jesus  Chris:: 
and  how  it  is- said  to  be  for  hi;,  sake. 


144  OF  ADOFIIOV. 

IV.  The  privileges  conferred  on,  or  reserved  for  them,  vfho 
are  the  sons  of  God  by  adoption. 

I.  Wc  shall  consider  the  various  senses  in  which  persons  are 
called  the  sons  of  God. 

1.  Some  are  called  the  sons  of  God,  as  they  are  inrested 
with  many  honours  or  prerogatives  from  God,  as  a  branch  of 
his  image  :  thus  magistrates  are  called  the  childrtn  of  the  Most 
Highy  Psal.  Ixxxii.  6. 

2.  Others  are  called  God's  children,  by  an  external  federal 
relation,  as  members  of  the  visible  church  ;  in  which  sense  we 
are  to  understand  that  scripture ;  wherein  it  is  said,  The  sons 
of  God  saw  the  daughters  of  men.,  &c.  Gen.  vi.  2.  And  when 
Moses  went  into  Pharaoh,  to  demand  liberty  for  the  Israelites, 
he  was  ordered  to  say,  Israel  is  my  son^  even  my  first-born^ 
Exod.  iv.  22.  This  privilege,  though  it  be  high  and  honoura- 
ble, by  which  the  church  is  distinguished  from  the  world ;  yet 
it  is  not  inseparably  connected  with  salvation .;  for  God  says, 
concerning  Israel,  when  revolting,  and  backsliding  from  him, 
/  have  nourished  and  brought  up  children;  and  they  have  re- 
helled  against  me.,  Isa.  i.  2.  and  many  of  those  who  are  called 
the  children  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  cast  into  utter  darhiesSj 
zuhere  shall  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth..  Matt.  viii.  12. 

3.  The  word  is  sometimes  taken  in  a  more  large  sense,  as 
applicable  to  all  mankind  :  thus  the  prophet  says,  Have  rve  not 
all  one  father,  hath  not  God  created  us  ?  Mai.  ii.  10.  And  the 
apostle  Paul,  when  disputing  with  the  Athenians,  speaks  in 
their  own  language,  and  quotes  a  saying  taken  from  one  of 
their  poets,  which  he  applies  to  the  great  God,  as  giving  to  all 
life  and  breath,  and  all  things;  upon  v/hich  account  men  are 
called  his  off-spring.  Acts  xvii.  25.  compared  with  28. 

4.  They  are  called  the  sons  of  God,  wlio  are  endowed  with 
his  supernatural  image,  and  admitted  to  the  highest  honours 
and  privileges  conferred  upon  creatures :  thus  the  angels  are 
called  the  sons  of  God,  Job  xxxviii.  7. 

5.  Our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  called  the  Son  of  God,  in  a 
sense  not  applicable  to  any  other;  as  his  Sonship  includes  in  it 
bis  deity,  and  his  having,  in  his  human  nature,  received  a  com- 
mission from  the  Father,  to  engage  in  the  great  work  of  our 
redemption,  as  becoming  surety  for  us ;  which  is  the  founda- 
tion of  all  those  saving  blessings  which  we  enjoy  or  hope  for. 

6.  Believers  are  called  the  sons  of  God,  by  a  special  adop- 
tion ;  which  is  farther  to  be  considered,  as  being  the  subject- 
matter  of  this  answer.  Adoption  is  a  word  taken  from  the 
civil  law ;  and  it  wss  much  in  use  among  the  Romans,  in  the 
apostles  time,  in  which  it  was  a  custom  lor  persons,  who  had 
no  children  of  their  own,  and  were  possessed  of  an  estate,  to 
prtvent  its  being  divided  or  descending  to  strangers,  to.  majce 
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^loice  of  such  who  were  agreeable  to  them,  and  beloved  by 
them,  whom  they  took  into  this  political  relation  of  children  j 
obliging  them  to  take  their  name  upon  them,  and  to  pay  respect 
to  them,  as  though  they  were  their  natural  parents ;  and  en- 
gaging to  deal  with  th(im  as  though  they  had  been  so ;  and  ac- 
cordingly to  give  them  a  right  to  their  estates,  as  an  inheri- 
tance. This  new  relation,  founded  in  a  mutual  consent,  is  a 
bond  of  aflection ;  and  the  privilege  arising  from  thence  is,  that 
he  who  is,  in  this  sense,  a  father,  takes  care  of,  and  provides 
for  the  person  whom  he  adopts,  as  though  he  were  his  son  by 
nature ;  and  therefore  Civilians  calls  it  an  act  of  legitimation, 
imitating  nature,  or  supplying  the  place  of  it :  and  this  leads  us 
to  consider, 

•  II.  The  difference  between  adoption,  as  used  by  men,  and 
fis  it  is  applied  in  this  answer,  to  God's  taking  persons  into 
this  relation,  as  his  children. 

1.  When  men  adopt,  or  take  persons  into  the  relation  of 
children,  they  do  it  because  they  are  destitute  of  children  of 
their  own  to  possess  their  estates ;  and  therefore  they  fix  their 
love  on  strangers  :  but  God  was  under  no  obligation  to  do  thisp 
for  if  he  designed  to  manifest  his  glory  to  any  creatures,  the 
holy  angels  were  subjects  capable  of  receiving  the  displays 
thereof;  and  his  own  Son,  who  had  all  the  perfections  of  the 
divine  nature,  was  infinitely  the  object  of  his  delight,  and,  in 
all  respects,  fitted  to  be  as  he  is  styled.  Heir  q/ all  things ^ 
litb.  i.  2. 

2.  When  men  adopt,  they  are  generally  inclined  to  do  it  by 
seeing  some  excellency  or  amiableness  in  the  persons  whom 
they  fix  their  love  upon.  Thus  Pharaoh's  daughter  took  up 
JVIoses,  and  nourished  him  for  her  own  son,  because  he  was 
exceeding  fair  ^  Acts  vii.  20,  21.  or,  it  may  be,  she  was  moved 
hereunto,  bv  a  natural  compassion  she  had  for  him,  besides 
the  motive  of  his  beauty;  as  it  is  said,  Th^  babe  xvept^and  she 
had  compassion  on  hivi^  Exod.  ii.  6»  And  Mordecai  adopted 
Esther,  or  took  her  for  his  own  daughter;  for  she  was  his  iin* 
tWs  daughter^  and  zvas  fair  and  beautiful^  and  an  orphan,  hav- 
ing neither  father  nor  mother^  Esther  ii.  7.  But  when  God  takes 
any  into  this  relation  of  children,  they  have  no  beauty  or  come- 
liness, and  might  justly  have  been  for  ever  the  objects  of  his 
abhorrance.  Thus  he  says  concerning  the  church  of  Israel, 
\vhen  he  first  took  them  into  this  relation  to  him,  None  eye 
pitted  thee^  but  thou  wast  cast  out  in  the  openfeld^  to  the  loath- 
ing of  thy  person:  and  when  1  passed  by  tliee  and  saw  thee  poU 
luted  in  thine  own  bloody  I  said  unto  thee  xvhen  thou  tvast  in  thy 
bloody  Live,  &c.  Ezek.  xvi.  5.  It  might  indeed  be  said  con- 
cerning man,  when  aur.-iitted  to  this  favour  and  privilege,  thati 
he  was  misera!)le;  but  iu::evy,  how  much  soever  it  may  rcn- 
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der  the  soul  an  object  of  pity,  it  could  not,  properly  spealcllig^  ' 
be  said  to  be  a  motive  or  inducement  from  whence  the  divine 
compassion  took  its  first  rise,  as  appears  from  the  account  we 
have  of  the  mercy  of  God,  as  founded  only  on  his  sovereign 
will  or  pleasure;  as  he  says,  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom  I  wilt 
have  mercy ;  and  I  will  have  compassion  on  whom  I  will  have 
compassion^  Kom.  ix.  15.  and  also,  from  the  consideration  of 
man's  being  exposed  to  misery  by  sin,  which  rendered  him 
rather  an  object  of  vindictive  justice  than  mercy.  This  there- 
fore cannot  be  the  ground  of  God's  giving  him  a  right  to  an 
inheritance ;  and  consequently  adoption  is  truly  said,  in  this  an- 
swer, to  be  an  act  of  the  free  grace  of  God. 

3.  When  men  adopt,  their  taking  persons  into  the  relation 
of  children,  is  not  necessarily  attended  with  any  change  of  dis- 
position or  temper  in  the  persons  adopted.  A  person  may  be 
admitted  to  tliis  privilege,  and  yet  remain  the  same,  in  that  re- 
spect, as  he  WMS  before  :  but  when  God  takes  his  people  into 
the  relation  of  children,  he  gives  them,  not  only  those  other 
privil  ges  which  arise  from  thence,  but  also  that  temper  and 
disp.)5ition  that  becomes  those  who  are  thus  related  to  him. 
This  Ifiids  us  to  consider, 

III.  The  reference  which  the  sonship  of  believers  has  to  the 
superior  and  more  glorious  Sonship  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  how 
it  is  said  to  be  for  his  sake.  Here  we  must  suppose  that  there 
is  a  sense  in  which  Christ  is  said  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  as  the 
result  of  the  divine  decree,  which  contains  in  it  an  idea  very 
distinct  from  his  being  a  divine  person  5  for  that  was  not  the 
result  of  the  will  of  the  Father;  whereas  it  is  said  concerning 
him.  I  will  declare  the  decree ;  the  Lord  hath  said  unto  me^  Thou 
art  my  Son^  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee^  Psal.  ii,  7.  And  else- 
where, he  halh^  by  inheritance^  obtained  a  more  excellent  name 
than  the  angels ;  and  this  is  the  consequence  of  God's  saying 
to  him,  tliou  art  ?ny  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee:  and,  / 
xvill  be  to  him  a  Father^  and  he  shall  be  to  vie  a  Son^  Heb.  i.  4,  5. 
which  plainly  refers  to  Christ  as  Mediator.  Nov/  when  we  con- 
sider this  mediatorial  Sonship  of  Christ,  if  I  may  so  express  it» 
we  are  far  from  asserting,  that  Christ's  Sonship,  and  that  of  be- 
lievei's,  is  of  the  same  kind;  for,  as  much  as  he  exceeds  them 
as  Mediator,  as  to  the  glory  of  his  person  and  office,  so  much 
is  his  Sonship  superior  to  theirs.  This  being  premised,  we  may 
better  understand  the  reference  which  the  sonship  of  believers 
h.'is  to  Christ's  being  the  Son  of  God  as  Mediator;  and  there- 
fore let  it  be  farther  considered,* 

1.  That  it  is  a  prerogative  and  glory  of  Christ,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  that  he  has  all  things  which  relate  to  the  salvation  of  his 
elect,  put  into  his  hand  ;  and  therefore,  whatever  the  saints  en- 
joy or  hope  for,  which  is  sometimes  called  in  scriptture  their 
♦  Vide  Yol  1.  page  279«  m  note. 
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juherltance,  agreeably  to  their  character,  as  the  children  of 
God  by  adoption  ;  this  is  considered  as  first  purchased  by 
Christ,  and  then  put  into  his  hand;  in  which  respect  it  is  sty- 
led his  inheritance,  he  being  constituted,  pursuant  to  his  hav- 
ing acconaplished  the  work  of  redemption,  heir  of  all  things  ; 
and  as  such,  has  not  only  a  right  to  his  people,  but  is  put  in 
possession  of  all  those  spiritual  blessings  in  heavenly  places, 
wherewith  they  are  bksaed  in  him^  Eph.  i.  3. 

2.  From  hence  it  follows,  that  the  sonship  of  believers,  and 
their  right  to  that  inheritance,  which  God  has  reserved  for 
them,  depends  upon  the  sonship  of  Christ,  which  is  infinitely 
more  glorious  and  excellent.  As  God's  adopted  sons,  they  have 
the  honour  conferred  upon  them,  of  being  made  iings  and 
priests  to  him,  Rev.  i.  6.  These  honours  are  conferred  by 
Christ;  and,  in  order  thereunto,  they  are  first  given  to  him  to 
bestow  upon  them  :  thus  he  says,  /  appoint  imto  you  a  king- 
dom^ as  7ny  Father  hatfi  appointed  u7ito  me,  Luke  xxii.  29. 
Christ  is  fii-st  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  as  Mediator;  and 
then  his  people,  or  his  children,  are  considered  as  /iei7-s  cfGody 
as  the  apostle  expresses  it;  and  joint  heirs  with  Christy  Rom. 
viii.  17.  Not  that  they  have  any  share  in  his  personal  or  me- 
diatorial glorj-;  bat  when  they  are  styled  joint-heirs  with  him, 
we  must  consider  them  as  having  a  right  to  that  inheritance, 
which  he  is  possessed  of  in  their  name  as  Mediator :  and  in 
this  sense  we  are  to  understand  those  scriptures  that  speak  of 
God's  being  first  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ;  and 
then,  to  wit,  in  him  our  Father ;  accordingly  he  says,  /  ascend 
imto  mrj  Father^  and  your  Father^  and  to  viy  God^  and  your 
Goi/,  John  XX.  17.  And  elsewhere,  God  is  styled  the  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  then  the  Father  of  mercies^  or, 
our  merciful  Father,  2  Cor.  i.  3.  And  elsewhere  the  apostle 
says,  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ; 
xvho  hath  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  blessings,  in  heavenly  pla- 
ces, in  Christ ;  having  predestinated  us  unto  the  adoption  of 
children,  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  himself  Eph.  i.  3.  compared  with  5.. 
and  inasmuch  as  he  designed  to  bring  many  sons  to  glory,  as 
being  jnade  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints 
in  light;  he  first  made  the  captain  of  their  salvation  perfect 
through  sufferings,  Heb.  ii.  10.  compared  with  Col.  i.  12.  In 
this  respect  our  right  to  the  inheritance  of  children,  is  founded 
in  the  eternal  purpose  of  God,  relating  hereunto,  and  the  pur- 
chase of  Christ,  as  having  obtained  this  inheritance  for  us. 

IV.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  privileges. conferred  on,  or 
reserved  for  them  who.  are  the  sons  of  God  by  adoption.  These 
are  summed  up  in  a  very  comprehensive  expression,  which 
contains  an  amazing  display  of  divine  grace ;  as  it  is  said.  He 
that  overcometh,  shall  inherit  all  things  ;  and  I  will  be  his  Gad^ 
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and  he  shall  be  my  son^  Rev.  xxi.  7.  It  Is  %  ver}'  large  grant 
that  God  is  pleased  to  make  to  them ;  they  shall  inherit  all 
things.  God  is  not  pshamed  to  be  called  their  God ;  and  in 
having  him,  they  are  said  to  possess  all  things,  which  are  emi- 
ftently  and  transcendently  in  him  ;  they  have  a  right  to  ail  the 
blessings  which  he  had  designed  for,  and  which  have  a  ten- 
dency to  make  them  completely  happy  :  in  this  sense  we  are 
to  understand  our  Saviour's  words  in  the  parable  ;  Son^  thoU 
art  ever  zvith  me^  and  all  that  I  have  is  thine,  Luke  xv.  31. 
!Nothing  greater  than  this  can  be  desired  or  enjoyed  by  crea- 
tures, whom  the  Lord  delights  to  honour.  But,  that  we  may 
be  a  little  more  particular  in  considering  the  privileges  which 
God  confers  on,  or  has  reserved  for  his  children,  it  may  be 
farther  observed, 

1.  That  they  are  all  emancipated,  or  freed  from  the  slavery 
which  they  were  before  under,  cither  to  sin  or  Satan  ;  they  v/ho 
were  once  the  servants  of  sin,  are  hereby  made  free  from  sin^ 
and  become  the  servants  of  righteousness,  or  become  servants  to 
God,  Rom.  vi.  17,  18,  22.  have  their  fruit  unto  holiness,  and 
the  end  everlasting  life  ;  the  Son  makes  them  free ;  and  there- 
fore they  are  free  indeed,  John  viii.  36.  Before  this  they  are 
described  as  serving  divers  lusts  and  pleasures.  Tit.  iii.  3.  and 
are  said  to  be  of  their  father  the  devil,  and  to  do  his  xuorks,  or 
follow  his  suggestions,  John  viii.  44.  ensnared,  and  takc7i  cap- 
tive by  hira  at  his  will,  2  Tim.  ii.  26.  and,  as  the  consequence 
hereof,  are  in  perpetual  bondage,  arising  from  a  dread  of  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  that  fear  of  death  impressed  on  their  spirits^, 
by  him,  who  is  said  to  have  the  power  pf  death,  Heb.  ii.  14. 
this  they  are  delivered  from,  which  cannot  but  be  reckoned  u 
glorious  privilege. 

2.  They  have  God*s  name  put  upon  them,  and  accordingly 
are  described  as  his  people  called  by  his  name,  2  Chron.  vii.  14. 
This  is  an  high  and  honourable  character,  denoting  their  rela- 
tion to  him  as  a  peculiar  people  ;  and  it  is  what  belongs  to 
them  alone.  Thus  the  church  says.  We  ore  thine ;  thou  never 
bearest  rule  over  them,  Isa.  Ixiiio  19.  natpely,  thine  adversaries; 
tkey  were  not  called  by  thy  name.  They  have  also  Christ's  name 
put  on  them,  of  whom  the  vjfiole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is 
named,  Eph.  iii.  15.  Avhich  not  only  signifies  that  propriety 
which  he  has  in  them  as  Mediator,  but  their  relation  to  him  as 
the  ransomed  of  the  Lord,  his  sheep,  whom  he  leads  and  feeds 
like  a  shepherd ;  and  they  are  also  styled  his  children,  Behold 
I  and  the  children  xvhich  God  hath  given  7ne,  Heb.  ii.  13.  and  in- 
deed, when  he  is  called  a  surety,  or  an  advocate,  or  said  to  exe- 
ipute  certain  offices  as  a  Saviour  or  Redeemer  ;  these  are  all  rela- 
tive terms  ;  and  whatever  he  does  therein,  is  in  their  name,  and 
jfpr  their  advantage ;  as  it  is  said,  of  him  are  ye  in  Christ  Jc 
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%ms^  'ivho  of  God  is  made  unto  ics  -visdom^  rjghteousjiessy  sanctjfi' 
caticn^  and  redtmptioyi^  1  Cor.  i.  31. 

3.  They  are  taken  into  Goa's  faitiily,  and  dealt  with  as  mem- 
bers thereof  J  and  accordingly  are  styled  fellow  citizens  xvith 
the  saints^  and  of  the  household  of  God^  Eph.  ii.  19.  And  as  the 
consequence  hereof,  they  Lave  protection,  provision,  and  com- 
munion with  him. 

(1.)  They  have  safe  protection;  as  the  master  of  a  family 
thinks  himself  obliged  to  secure  and  defend  from  danger,  all 
that  are  under  his  roof,  whose  house  is,  as  it  were,  their  cas- 
tle ;  so  Christ  is  his  people's  defence,  concerning  whom  it  is 
said,  A  man  shall  be  as  an  hiding-  place  from  the  tvind^  and  a 
Lovertfrom  the  tempest^  as  rivers  of  water  in  a  dry  place  ^  and  as 
the  shadoTV  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land^  Isa.  xxxii.  2.  and,  as 
the  consequence  hereof,  it  is  added.  My  people  shall  dwell  in  a 
peaceable  habitation^  and  in  sure  drveliings^  and  in  quiet  resting 
places^  ver.  18.  They  dwell  on  high  ;  their  place  of  defence  is  the 
■munition  cf  rocks ^  chap,  xxxii.  16.  He  who  has  subdued  their 
enemies,  and  will  in  his  own  tixne,  bruise  them  under  their  feet, 
will  take  care  that  they  shall  not  meet  with  that  disturbance 
from  them,  v.hich  may  hinder  their  repose  or  rest  in  him,  or 
render  their  state  unsafe,  so  as  to  endanger  their  perishing  or 
falling  from  it. 

(2.)  They  enjoy  the  plentiful  provisions  of  God's  house,  and 
therefore  Christ  is  called  ihc'ir  shepherd.,  Psal.  xxiii.  1.  not  only 
as  leading  and  defending  them,  but  as  providing  for  them;  He 
shall  feed  his  fock  like  a  shepherd^  Isa.  xl.  11.  As  all  grace  is 
treasured  up  in  him,  and  there  is  a  fulness  thereof,  which  he 
has  to  impart  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,  that  is  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply all  their  wants ;  so  they  shall  never  have  a  reason  to  com- 
plain that  they  are  straitened  in  him ;  the  blessings  of  his  house 
are  not  only  exhilirating,  but  satisfying,  and  such  as  have  a  ten- 
dency to  make  them  completely  happy. 

(3.)  They  are  admitted  to  the  greatest  intimacy,  and  have 
f-weet  communion  with  Christ ;  the  secret  of  the  Lord  is  xvith 
ihem  that  fear  him^  Psal.  xxv.  14.  he  deals  with  them  as  with 
friends,  and  in  this  instance  in  particular,  (as  he  tells  his  dis- 
ciples,) that  all  that  he  has  heard  of  the  Father.,  John  xv.  15.  that 
is,  whatever  he  had  a  commission  to  impart  for  their  direction 
and  comfort,  he  makes  known  unto  them.,  which  must  needs  be 
reckoned  a  very  great  privilege.  As  the  queen  of  Sheba,  when 
beholding  the  advantages  that  they  who  were  in  Solomon's  prer 
sence  enjoyed,  could  not  but  with  an  extasy  of  admiration,  say, 
Happy  are  thy  men;  happy  are  thy  servants.,  7vhich  stand con- 
timiaily  before  thee.,  that  hear  thy  wisdom.,  1  Kings  x.  8.  much 
more  may  they  be  happy  who  are  admitted  into  his  presence, 
in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knoxvledgCj 
(Pol.  ii.  3.  "^ 
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(4.)  Another  privilege  which  they  enjoy,  is  access  to  God, 
as  a  reconciled  Father,  through  Christ;  ihey  have  a  liberty  to 
come  boldly  to  the  throne  of  grace ^  that  they  obtain  mercy ^  and 
Jind  grace  to  help  in  time  of  nced^  Heb.  iv.  18.  Whatever  their 
straits  and  difficulties  are,  God  holds  forth  his  golden  sceptre, 
invites  them  to  come  to  him,  asks.  What  is  thy  petition  i  and 
gives  them  ground  to  hope  that  it  shall  be  granted,  so  far  as  it 
may  redound  to  his  glory  and  their  good.  And,  inasmuch  as 
they  are  often  straitened  in  their  spirits,  and  unprepared  to 
draw  nigh  to  iiim  ;  they  have  the  promise  of  the  Spirit  to  assist 
them  herein ;  upon  which  account  he  is  called  the  Spirit  of 
adoption^  -whereby  they  cry  Abba  Father^  Rom.  viii.  15.  This 
privilege  is  said  to  be  a  consequence  of  their  being  sons ;  Be-- 
cause  ye  are  sons^  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son  in- 
to yovr  hearts^  crying'^  Abba  Father^  Gal.  iv.  6.  By  this  means 
they  have  becoming  conceptions  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  a  re- 
verential fear  of,  and  a  love  to  him,  earnest  desires  of  commu- 
nion with  him,  and  of  being  made  partakers  of  what  he  has 
to  impart.  They  have  a  right  to  plead  the  promises ;  and  in 
so  doing,  are  encouraged  to  hope  for  the  blessings  contained 
therein. 

(5.)  As  God's  children  are  prone  to  backslide  from  him, 
and  so  have  need  of  restoring  grace,  he  will  recover  and  hum- 
ble them,  and  thereby  prevent  their  total  apostacy  :  this  he 
sometimes  does  by  afflictions,  which  the  apostle  calls  fatherly 
chastisements,  and  reckons  them  not  only  consistent  with,  but 
evidences  of  his  love:  Whom  the  Lord  loveth^  he  chasteneth ; 
and  if  ij€  be  without  chastisetnent^  ivhereof  all  are  partakers^ 
then  are  ye  bastards^  and  not  sons^  Heb.  xii.  6,  8,  1 1.  The  apos- 
tle does  not  here  speak  of  afflictions  as  considered  absolutely  in 
themselves,  but  as  proceeding  from  the  love  of  God,  the  design 
whereof  is  to  do  them  good ;  and  as  they  are  adapted  to  this 
present  state,  in  which  they  are  training  up  for  the  glorious  in- 
heritance reserved  for  them  in  heaven,  and  need  some  trying 
dispensations,  which  may  put  them  in  mind  of  that  state  of  per- 
fect blessedness  which  is  laid  up  for  them  :  and  they  are  ren- 
dered subservient  to  their  present  and  future  advantage,  as  the 
afflictions  of  this  present  time  bring  forth  the  peaceable  fruits 
cf  righteousness  to  them;  and  when  they  are,  in  the  end,  per- 
^ctly  freed  from  them,  will  tend  to  enhance  their  joy  and 
praise ;  which  leads  us  to  consider  another  privilege,  which  is 
so  great  that  it  crowns  all  those  that  they  are  now  possessed 
of,  namely, 

(6.)  They  shall,  at  last,  be  brought  into  God's  immediate 
presence,  and  satisfied  with  his  likeness.  The  apostle  calls  the 
perfect  blessedness  of  the  saints,  when  raised  from  the  dead, 
and  so  delivered  from  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  made 
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partakers  of  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  Sons  of  God,  by  way  of 
eminency,  the  adoption^  to  wit^  the  redemption  of  their  bodies  ; 
which  signifies  not  only  the  full  manifestation  of  their  adop- 
tion, but  their  taking  possession  of  their  inheritance,  which  they 
are  now  waiting  and  hoping  for,  which  is  too  great  for  the  heart 
of  man  to  conceive  of  in  this  present  state  ;  for  the  apo€tle  says, 
I^^oru  are  we  the  ^ons  of  God ;  and  it  doth  not  appear  what  xve 
shall  be:  but  -cue  kjiozv^  that  whe7i  he  shall  appear  xve  shall  bti 
like  him;  for  xue  shall  see  him  as  he  is,  1  John  iii.  2.  So  that  all 
the  blessings  which  we  have,  either  in  hand  or  hope,  the  bless- 
ings of  both  worlds,  which  are  conferred  upon  us  from  our  first 
conversion  to  our  glorification  :  these  are  privileges  which  God 
bestows  on  those  who  are  his  adopted  children. 

From  what  has  been  said  concerning  adoption,  we  may  take 
occasion  to  observe,  how,  in  some  respects  it  agrees  with,  oi* 
may  indeed,  be  reckoned  a  branch  of  justification,  and  in  other 
respects  it  includes  in  it  something  that  is  an  ingredient  in  sanc- 
tification.  We  have  before  observed,  in  treating  on  the  former 
of  these,  viz.  justification,  that  when  God  forgives  sin,  he  con- 
fers on  his  people  a  right  to  life,  or  to  all  the  blessings  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  in  which  are  contained  the  promises  that  be- 
long to  the  life  that  now  is,  and  that  which  is  to  come.  These 
are  the  privileges  which  God's  adopted  children  are  made  par- 
takers of;  and  in  this  respect  some  divines  suppose,  that  adop- 
tion is  included  in  our  justification.* 

And  if  justification  be  explained,  as  has  been  before  obser- 
ved, as  denoting  an  immanent  act  in  God,  whtireby  the  elect 
are  considered,  in  the  covenant  between  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  as  in  Christ,  their  federal  head  ;  so  they  are  considered  as 
the  adopted  children  of  God,  in  Christ,  and  accordingly  as  they 
are  described  as  chosen  in  Christ,  unto  eternal  life,  they  are 
said  to  be  predestinated  unto  the  adoption  of  childreJi,  Eph.  i, 
6.  which  is  a  privilege  to  be  obtained  by  Jesus  Christ :  in  this 
respect  all  the  elect  are  called  Christ's  seed^  that  shall  serve 
him,  Psal.  xxii.  30.  whom  he  had  a  special  regard  to,  when  he 
made  his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  and  concerning  whom  he  had 
this  promise  made  to  him  in  the  covenant,  that  passed  between 
the  Father  and  him,  that  he  should  see  them,  and  the  pleasure  of 
the  Lord,  with  respect  to  their  everlasting  salvation,  should 
prosper  in  his  hand,  Isa.  liii.  10.  Now  when  Christ  is  consi- 
dered as  the  head  of  the  elect,  who  are  in  this  sense  called  iii^; 
sons,  whom  he  has  engaged  to  bring  to  glorv,  faith  is  the  fruit 
and  consequence  of  adoi)tion  ;  accordingly  the  apostle  says, 
Because  ye  are  sons,  God  hath  sent  forth  the  Spirit  of  his  Son 
into  your  hearts,  cryinj^,  Abba,  Father^  Gal.  iv.  6. 

But  as  justification  is  a  declared  act,  and  is  said  to  be  by 
•  Vid.  Twvett.  Thco].  Elcnc:.  Torn,  2-  ice.  1C\  ^j  7. 
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faith,  so  adoption  agreeing  with  it,  is  of  the  same  nature  j  and 
accordingly  we  are  said  to  be  the  chiidre?i  of  God  bij  faith,  chap* 
iii.  26.  that  is,  it  is  by  faith  that  we  have  a  right  to  claim  this 
relation,  together  with  the  privileges  which  are  the  result  there- 
of. 

Moreover,  as  adoption  includes  in  it  a  person's  being  made 
meet  for  the  inheritance,  which  God  has  reserved  for  him,  and 
so  is  endowed  with  the  temper  and  disposition  of  his  children, 
consisting  in  humility,  heavenly-mindedness,  love  to  him,  de- 
pendence upon  him,  and  a  zeal  for  his  glory,  a  likeness  id 
Christ ;  as  the  same  mind  is  said  to  be  in  us,  in  some  measure 
as  was  in  him ;  in  this  respect  adoption  agrees  with  sanctifica- 
tion,  which  is  what  we  are  next  to  consider. 


Quest.  LXXV.  What  is  sanctification  ? 

Answ.  Sanctification  is  a  work  of  God's  grace,  whereby  they 
whom  God  hath,  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  cho- 

^  sen  to  be  holy,  are  in  time,  through  the  powerful  operation 
of  his  Spirit,  applying  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Christ 
unto  them,  renewed  in  their  whole  man,  after  the  image  of 
God,  having  the  seeds  of  repentance  unto  life,  and  of  all 
other  saving  graces  put  into  their  hearts ;  and  those  graces 
so  stirred  up,  increased  and  strengthened,  aa  that  they  more 
and  more  die  unto  sin,  and  rise  unto  newness  of  life. 

1.  ~\^|TE  shall  shew  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the  word 
T  T  sa?ictfij.  This  is  sometimes  considered  as  what  has 
God  for  its  object :  thus  he  is  said  to  sunctfif  himsef  v/hen 
he  appeai-s  in  the  glory  of  his  holin<.  ss,  and  gives  occasion  to 
the  world  to  adore  that  perfection,  which  he  is  sometimes  re- 
presented as  doing,  when  he  punishes  sin  in  a  visible  and  ex- 
emplary manner.  Thus  when  God  threatens  to  call  for  a 
sword^  and  plead  against  a  rebellious  people,  xvitli  pestilence 
and  -with  blood,  he  is  said,  by  this  means,  to  magnify  and 
sanctifij  himself,  so  as  to  be  known^  to  wit,  as  an  holy  God,  in 
the  eyes  of  many  nations.  And  when  he  fulfils  his  promises, 
and  thereby  advances  his  holiness,  as  when  he  brought  his  peo- 
ple out  of  captivity,  and  gathered  them  out  of  the  countries, 
wherein  they  had  been  scattered,  he  is  said  to  be  sanctified  in 
them,  Ezek.  xxxviii.  21 — 23.  And  he  is  sanctified  by  his  peo- 
ple, when  they  give  him  the  glory  that  is  due  to  his  perfection, 
as  thus  displayed  and  magnified  by  him  :  thus  God's  people  are 
said  to  sanctify  the  Lord  of  hosts,  when  they  make  him  the  ob- 
ject o(  th?:\r fear  a?id of  th fir  dre.id,  I?a,  vii;.  *3. 
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However,  this  is  not  the  sense  in  which  we  are  here  to  un- 
•derstand  it,  but  as  applied  to  men ;  in  which  respect  it  is  ta- 
ken in  various  senses,  namely,  for  their  consecration,  or  sepa- 
ration unto  God;  thus  our  Saviour  says,  when  devoting  and 
applying  himself  to  the  work,  for  which  he  came  into  the  world, 
for  their  sakes  I  sanctify  myself^  John  xvii.  19.  But  this  is  not 
the  sense  in  which  it  is  to  be  understood  in  this  answer. 

Moreover,  it  is  often  taken,  in  scripture,  for  persons  being 
devoted  to  God,  to  minister  in  holy  things :  thus  Aaron  and 
his  sons  were  sanctified^  that  they  might  ?ninister  tinto  him  in 
the  priest'' s  cfice^  Exod.  xxviii.  41.  And  it  is  sometimes  taken 
for  an  external  federal  dedication  to  God,  to  walk  before  him 
as  a  peculiar  people  in  obser\'ance  of  his  holy  institutions.  Thus 
when  Israel  consented  to  be  God's  people  they  are  styled,  holi- 
ness xinto  the  Lord^  Jer.  ii.  3.  the  holy  seed^  Ezra  ix.  2.  andflTZ 
holy  nation^  1  Pet.  ii.  9.  And  the  church,  under  the  gospel- 
dispensation,  as  consecrated,  and  professing  subjection,  to 
Christ,  or  separated  to  his  service,  and  waiting  for  his  presence, 
while  engaged  in  all  those  ordinances,  which  he  has  appointed 
in  the  gospel,  is  described  as  called  to  be  saintSy  Rom.  i.  7.  and 
they  are  hereby  related  to  him,  in  an  external  and  visible  way. 
Neither  is  this  the  sense  in  which  the  word  is  taken  in  this  an- 
swer; in  which  we  are  to  understand  sanctification  as  a  spe- 
cial discriminating  grace,  whereby  persons  are  not  barely  ex-» 
ternally,  but  really  devoted  to  Christ  by  faith :  it  is  the  inter- 
nal beauty  of  the  soul,  whereby  all  the  faculties  being  renew- 
ed, and  a  powerful,  effectual  change  wrought  therein;  they 
are  enabled  to  turn  from  sin  unto  God,  and  exercise  all  those 
graces,  whereby  they  7t'<7//;  in  holiness  aJid  righteousness  before 
him^  all  the  days  of  their  lives^  Luke  i.  75.  till  this  work,  which 
is  gradually  carried  on  here,  shall  be  brought  to  perfection 
hereafter. 

2.  It  may  farther  be  observed,  that  sanGtification  as  descrI-=- 
bed  in  this  answer,  may  be  considered  as  including  in  it  several 
other  graces,  some  of  which  have  been  already  insisted  on, 
namely,  regeneration,  effectual  calling,  and  faith ;  and  there  is 
another  grace  connected  with  it,  which  will  be  particularly  in- 
sisted on  under  the  next  answer,  namely,  repentance  unto  life ; 
all  which  graces  are  said  to  be  wrought  by  the  pov/erful  opera- 
tion of  the  Spirit,  in  those  who  were,  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  chosen  to  be  holy.  Regeneration  is  styled,  by  some, 
initial  sanctification,  as  all  graces  take  their  first  rise  from  the 
principle  which  is  therein  implanted.  Effectual  calling,  or  con- 
version^  is  that  whereby  we  ai-e  brought  into  the  way  of  holi« 
ness,  and  internally  disposed  to  walk  therein.  Faith  is  that 
grace  whereby  this  work  is  promoted,  as  all  holy  actions  pro- 
ceed from  it,  a*!  deriving  strength  from  Christ,  to  perform  their. 

Vol.  III.  U 
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And  repentance  is  that  whereby  the  work  of  sanctification  dis- 
covers itself,  in  the  soal's  abhorring,  and  flying  from,  every 
thing  that  tends  to  defile  it;  approves  itself  to  God  as  one, 
who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  without  the  great- 
est  detestation.  But  inasmuch  as  these  graces  either  have  been,- 
or  will  be  particularly  insisted  on,  in  their  proper  place,  wc 
shall  more  especially  consider  sanctification  as  a  progressive 
work,  whereby  it  is  distinguished  from  them,  by  which  we 
daily  consecrate,  or  devote  ourselves  to  God ;  and  our  actions 
have  all  a  tendency  to  advance  his  glory ;  and,  by  the  Spirit,  we 
are  enabled  more  and  more  to  die  unto  sin,  and  to  live  unto 
righteousness;  so  that  it  is  not  barely  one  single  act  of  grace, 
but  it  contains  in  it  the  whole  progress  of  the  work  of  grace,  as 
gradually  carried  on  till  perfected  in  glory  :  this  is  what  we  are 
to  speak  particularly  to.     And, 

I.  It  includes  in  it  a  continual  devotedness  to  God.  As  the 
first  act  of  faith  consists  in  a  making  a  surrender  of  ourselves 
to  Christ,  depending  on  his  assistance  in  beginning  the  work 
of  obedience  in  the  exercise  of  all  Christian  gi-aces ;  so  sancti- 
fication is  the  continuance  thereof.  When  we  are  first  con- 
verted, we  receive  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord ;  and  in  sanctifica- 
tion we  walk  in  him,  and  exercise  a  daily  dependence  on  him 
in  the  execution  of  all  his  offices ;  make  his  word  our  rule,  and 
delight  in  it  after  the  inward  man.  How  difficult  soever  the 
duties  are  that  he  commands,  we  take  pleasure  in  the  perform- 
ance of  them,  make  religion  our  great  business,  and  in  o^der 
thereunto  conclude,  that  every  thing  we  receive  from  him  is 
to  be  improved  to  his  glory.  And  as  every  duty  is  to  be  per- 
formed by  faith ;  £o  what  has  been  before  observed  concern- 
ing the  life  of  faith,  is  to  be  considered  as  aii  expedient  to  pro- 
mote the  work  of  sanctification. 

IL  In  the  carrying  on  of  this  work  we  are  to  endeavour,  to 
our  utmost,  to  fence  against  the  prevailing  power  of  sin,  by  all 
ihose  methods  which  are  prescribed  in  the  gospel,  that  so  it 
may  not  have  dominion  over  us ;  this  is  generally  styled  the 
work  of  mortification.  The  apostle  speaks  of  otir  old  man  be'* 
ing-  crucified  with  Christy  and  the  body  of  sin  destroyed^  that 
henceforth  ive  should  not  serve  sin,  Rom.  vi.  6.  and  of  our  cru- 
cifying the  flesh  with  the  affections  and  lusts,  and  of  our  mor- 
tifying- the  deeds  of  the  body  through  the  Spirit^  Gal.  v.  24.  that 
is,  by  his  assistance  and  grace,  which  is  necessary  in  order 
thereunto,  Rom.  viii.  13. 

This  is  a  very  diflicult  work,  especially  considering  the  pre- 
valency  of  corruption,  and  the  multitude  of  temptations  that 
we  are  exposed  to ;  the  subtilty  and  watchfulness  of  Satan, 
who  walks  about  like  a  roaring  lion,  seeking  Vi^hom  he  may  de- 
your ;  the  treachery  of  our  own  hearts,  that  arc  so  prone  to 
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liepart  Irom  God ;  the  fickleness  and  instability  of  our  resolu- 
tions ;  the  irreguhuity  of  our  affections,  and  the  constant  efforts 
made  by  corrupt  nature,  to  gain  the  ascendant  over  them,  and 
turn  them  aside  from  God :  this  it  does  sometimes  by  present- 
ing things  in  a  false  view,  calling  evil  good,  and  good  evil  j 
representing  some  things  as  harmless  and  not  displeasing  to 
God,  that  are  most  pernicious  and  offensive,  endeavouring  to 
lead  us  into  mistakes,  as  to  the  matter  of  sin  or  duty,  and  to 
persuade  us,  that  those  things  will  issue  well  which  are  like  to 
pi'ove  bitterness  in  the  end ;  and  attempting  to  impose  upon  us, 
as  though  we  were  in  a  right  and  safe  way,  when,  at  the  same 
time,  we  are  walking  contrary  to  God,  and  corrupt  nature  is 
gaining  strength  thereby.  But  this  will  be  farther  considered^ 
when  we  speak  concerning  the  imperfection  of  sanctification  in 
believers  *.  Now  this  renders  it  necessary  for  us  to  make  use 
of  those  methods  which  God  has  prescribed  for  the  mortifica- 
tion of  sin ;  and  in  order  thereunto, 

1.  We  must  endeavour  to  maintain  a  constant  sense  of  the 
heinous  nature  of  sin,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  holiness  of  God, 
a  stain  that  cannot  be  washed  away,  but  by  the  blood  of  Jesus, 
the  highest  instance  of  ingratitude  for  all  the  benefits  which  we 
have  received,  a  bitter  and  an  only  evil,  the  abominable  thing 
that  God  hates;  it  is  not  only  to  be  considered  as  condemningj 
but  defiling,  that  hereby  we  may  maintain  a  constant  abhor- 
rence of  it ;  and  that  not  only  of  those  sins  that  expose  us  to 
scorn  and  reproach  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  but  every  thing 
that  is  in  itself  sinful,  as  contrary  to  the  law  of  God. 

2.  We  must  be  watchful  against  the  breakings  forth  of  cor- 
rupt nature,  observe  the  frame  and  disposition  of  our  spirits, 
and  the  deceitfulness  of  sin,  which  has  a  tendency  to  harden 
us,  and  avoid  all  occasions  of,  or  incentives  to  it,  hati7i^  even 
the  garment  spotted  hy  the  fiesh^  Jude,  ver.  23.  abstaining  from 
all  appearance  of  evil^  2  Thess.  v.  22.  And  to  this  we  may 
add,  that  we  are  frequently  to  examine  ourselves  with  respect 
to  our  behaviour  in  every  state  of  life  ;  whether  sin  be  gaining 
or  losing  ground  in  us ;  whether  we  make  conscience  of  per- 
forming every  duty,  both  personal  and  relative?  what  guilt  we 
contract  by  sins  of  omission,  or  the  want  of  that  fervency  of 
spirit  which  has  a  tendency  to  beget  a  formal,  dead,  and  stupid 
frame  and  temper  of  mind,  and  thereby  hinder  the  progress  of 
the  work  of  sanctification  ?  but  that  which  is  the  principal,  if 
not  the  only  expedient  that  will  prove  effectual  for  the  mortify- 
ing of  sin  is,  our  seeking  httlp  against  it  from  him  who  is  able 
to  give  us  the  victoiy  over  it.     Therefore, 

3.  Whatever  attempts  we  use  against  the  prevailing  power 
pf  sin,  in  order  to  the  mortifying  of  it,  these  must  be  perform- 

•    See  Qrifit.  Ixxviii. 
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ed  by  faith  ;  seeking  and  deriving  that  help  from  Christ,  whicli 
is  necessary  in  order  thereunto.     And  therefore, 

(1.)  As  the  dominion  of  sin  consists  in  its  rendering  us 
guilty  in  the  sight  of  God,  whereby  the  conscience  is  burden- 
ed, by  reason  of  the  dread  that  it  has  of  that  punishment  which 
is  due  to  us,  and  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law,  which 
we  are  liable  to  ;  and  as  its  mortification,  in  this  respect,  con- 
sists in  our  deliverance  from  that  which  makes  us  so  uneasy, 
no  expedient  can  be  used  to  mortify  it,  but  our  looking  by  faith 
to  Christ,  as  a  propitiation  for  sin,  whereby  we  are  enabled  to 
behold  the  debt  which  we  had  contracted,  cancelled,  the  indict- 
ment superseded,  and  the  condemning  sentence  repealed ;  from 
whence  the  soul  concludes,  that  iniquity  shall  not  be  its  ruin. 
This  is  the  only  method  we  are  to  take  when  oppressed  w^ith  a 
sense  of  the  guilt  of  sin,  which  is  daily  committed  by  us.  It 
was  shadowed  forth  by  the  Israelites  looking  to  the  brazen  ser- 
pent, a  type  of  Christ  crucified,  when  stung  with  fiery  serpents, 
which  occasioned  exquisite  pain,  and  would,  without  this  ex- 
pedient, have  brought  immediate  death  :  thus  the  deadly  wound 
of  sin  is  healed  by  the  sovereign  balm  of  Christ's  blood,  appli- 
ed by  faith ;  and  we,  by  his  having  fulfilled  the  law,  may  be 
said  to  be  dead  to  it,  as  freed  from  the  curse  thereof,  and  all 
the  sad  consequences  that  would  ensue  thereupon. 

(2.)  As  sin  is  said  to  have  dominion  over  us,  in  that  all  the 
powers  and  faculties  of  our  souls  are  enslaved  by  it,  whereby, 
as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  xve  are  carnal.^  sold  under  sin^  Rom. 
vii.  14.  when  we  are  weak  and  unable  to  perform  what  is  good, 
and  the  coiruption  of  nature  is  so  predominant,  that  we  are,  as 
it  were,  carried  down  the  stream,  which  we  strive  against,  but 
in  vain  :  in  this  respect  sin  is  to  be  mortified,  by  a  fiducial  ap- 
plication to  Christ,  for  help  against  it ;  and  herein  we  are  to 
consider  him  as  having  undertaken,  not  only  to  deliver  from 
the  condemning,  but  the  prevailing  power  of  sin ;  which  is  a 
part  of  the  work  that  he  is  now  engaged  in,  wherein  he  ap- 
plies the  redemption  he  purchased,  by  the  powerful  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  the  soul  seeks  to  him  for  them.  As  it 
is  natural  for  us,  when  we  are  in  imminent  danger  of  present 
ruin,  or  are  assaulted  by  an  enemy,  whose  superior  force  we 
are  not  able  to  withstand,  to  cry  out  to  some  kind  friend,  for 
help ;  or  when  we  are  in  danger  of  death,  by  some  disease 
which  nature  is  ready  to  sink  under,  to  apply  ourselves  to  the 
physician  for  relief:  thus  the  soul  is  to  apply  itself  to  Christ 
for  strength  against  the  prev'ailing  power  of  indwelling  sin,  and 
grace  to  make  him  more  than  a  conqueror  over  it ;  and  Christ, 
by  his  Spirit,  in  this  respect,  enables  us  (to  use  the  apostle's 
words,)  to  mortffijf  the  deeds  ofbQdy^  Rom.  viii.  13. 


or  3AKCTIFICATI0K.  IjY 

And,  in  order  hereunto,  we  take  encouragement,  from  the 
promises  of  God ;  and  the  connexion  that  there  is  between 
Christ's  having  made  satisfaction  for  sin,  and  his  delivering 
those  who  are  redeemed,  from  the  power  of  it,  as  the  apostle 
says.  Sin  shall  not  have  domtnio7i  over  yon;  for  ye  are  not  un- 
der the  laxv^  that  is,  under  the  condemning  sentence  of  it,  but 
under  grace^  chap.  vi.  14.  as  having  an  interest  in  that  grace 
which  has  engaged  to  deliver  from  sin :  in  both  these  respects 
we  consider  Christ  not  only  as  able,  but  as  having  undertaken 
to  deliver  his  people  from  all  their  spiritual  enemies,  to  relieve 
them  in  all  their  sti'aits  and  exigences,  and  to  bring  them  off 
safe  and  victorious.  This  is  the  method  which  we  are  to  take 
to  mortify  siu;  and  it  is  a  never-failing  remedy.  What  was 
before  observed,  under  the  foregoing  heads,  concerning  our 
endeavouring  to  see  the  evil  of  sin,  and  exercising  that  watch- 
fulness against  the  occasions  thereof,  are  necessary  duties, 
without  which  sin  will  gain  strength  :  nevertheless  the  victory 
over  it  is  principally  owing  to  our  deriving  righteousness  and 
strength,  by  faith,  from  Christ;  whereby  he  has  the  glory  of 
a  conqueror  over  it,  and  we  have  die  advantage  of  receiving- 
this  privilege  as  applying  ourselves  to,  and  relying  on  him  for 
it. 

Having  considered  the  way  in  which  sin  is  to  be  mortified, 
agreeably  to  the  gospel-rule ;  we  shall,  before  we  close  this 
head,  take  notice  of  some  other  methods  which  many  rest  in, 
thinking  thereby  to  free  themselves  from  the  dom.inion  of  sin, 
which  will  not  answer  that  end.  Some  have  no  other  notion 
of  sin,  but  as  it  discovers  itself  in  those  gross  enormities  which 
are  matter  of  publrc  scandal  or  reproach  in  the  eye  of  the 
world,  who  do  not  duly  consider  the  spirituality  of  the  law  oi 
God;  such-like  sentiments  of  moral  evil,  the  apostle  Paul  had^ 
before  his  conversion,  as  he  says,  Iivas  alive  without  the  laxv 
oncCy  chap.  vii.  9.  compared  with  7.  and  I  had  not  hioxvTi  lust^ 
except  the  laxv  hadsaid^  thou  shalt  not  covet.  Sin  did  not  ap- 
pear to  be  sin^  ver.  13.  that  is,  nothing  was  thought  sin  by  him, 
but  that  which  was  openly  scandalous,  and  deemed  so  by  uni- 
versal consent ;  and  therefore  he  says  elsewhere,  that  touching 
the  righteous7iess  zv/iich  is  in  the  lazv^  he  was  blameless^  Phil.  iii. 
6.  or,  as  Ephraim  is  represented,  saying,  In  all  my  labour  they 
shall  find  none  iniquity  in  7ne  that  were  sin^  Hos.  xii.  8.  These 
persons  think  they  shall  come  off  well,  if  they  can  say,  that 
they  are  not  guilty  of  some  enormous  crimes ;  so  that  none  can 
oharge  them  with  those  open  debaucheries,  or  other  sins,  that 
are  not  to  be  mentioned  among  Christians ;  or  if,  through  any 
change  in  their  condition  of  life,  or  being  delivered  from  those 
temptations  that  gave  occasion  to  them ;  or  if  there  natural 
temper  be  less  inchned  to  them  than  before,  and,  as  the  resale 
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hereof,  they  abstain  from  them,  this  they  call  a  mortifying  of 
sin ;  thougli  the  most  that  can  be  said  of  it  is,  that  sin  is  only 
curbed,  confined,  and  their  natural  inclinations  to  it  abated, 
while  it  is  far  from  being  dead. 

Others,  who  will  allow  that  sin  is  of  a  far  larger  extent,  and 
includes  in  it  that  which  prevails  in  the  heart,  as  well  as  ren- 
ders itself  visible  in  the  life,  or  contains  in  it  the  omission  of 
duties,  as  well  as  the  actual  commission  of  known  sins ;  these 
often  take  a  preposterous  method  to  mortify  it :  if  they  are 
sensible  of  the  guilt  that  is  contracted  hereby,  they  use  no  other 
method  to  be  discharged  from  it,  but  by  pretending  to  make 
atonement,  either  by  confessing  their  sins,  using  endeavours  to 
abstain  from  them,  or  by  the  performance  of  some  duties  of 
relijrion,  by  which  they  think  to  make  God  amends  for  the  in- 
juries they  have  offered  to  him  thereby  :  but  this  is  so  far  from 
mortifying  sin,  that  it  increases  the  guilt  thereof,  and  causes  it 
to  take  deeper  root,  and  afterwards  to  break  forth  in  a  greater 
degree ;  or  else  tends  to  stupify  the  conscience,  after  which 
they  go  on  in  a  way  of  sin,  with  carnal  security,  and  without 
remorse. 

Others  think,  that  to  mortify  sin,  is  nothing  else  but  to  sub- 
due and  keep  under  their  passions,  at  least,  to  such  a  degree 
that  they  may  not,  through  the  irregularity  and  impetuous  vio- 
lence thereof,  commit  those  sins  which  they  cannot  but  reflect 
upon  with  shame,  when  brought  into  a  more  calm  and  consi- 
derate temper  of  mind ;  and,  in  order  thereunto,  they  subject 
themselves  to  certain  rules,  which  the  light  of  nature  will  sug- 
gest, and  the  wiser  Heathen  have  laid  down  to  induce  persons 
to  lead  a  virtuous  life ;  and  they  argue  thus  with  themselves, 
that  it  is  below  the  dignity  of  the  human  nature,  for  men  to 
suffer  their  passions  to  lead  their  reason  captive,  or  to  do  that 
which  betrays  a  want  of  wisdom  as  well  as  temper ;  and  if  by 
this  means  the  exorbitancy  of  their  passions  is  abated,  and  many 
sins,  which  are  occasioned  thereby,  prevented,  they  conclude 
their  lives  to  be  unblemished,  and  sin  subdued ;  whereas  this 
is  nothing  else  but  restraining  the  fury  of  their  temper,  or  giv- 
ing a  check  to  some  sins,  while  sin  in  general  remains  unmor- 
tified. 

As  to  the  methods  prescribed  by  some  Popish  casuists,  of 
emaciating,  or  keeping  under  the  body  by  physic,  or  a  sparing 
diet,  and  submitting  to  hard  penances,  not  only  to  atone  for  past 
sins,  but  prevent  them  for  the  future,  these  have  not  a  tenden- 
cy to  strike  at  the  root  of  sin,  and  therefore  are  unjustly  called 
a  mortifying  of  it.  For  though  an  abstemious  regular  way  of 
living  be  conducive  to  answer  some  valuable  ends,  and  without 
k  men  are  led  to  the  commission  of  many  sins ;  yet  this  is  no 
f."s:pedient  to  take  away  the  guilt  thereof;  neither  is  the  ensla- 
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ving,  captivating,  and  prevailing  power  of  indwelling  sin,  that 
discovers  itself  in  various  shapes,  and  attends  every  condition 
and  circumstance  of  life,  sufficiently  subdued  hereby. 

And  those  common  methods  that  many  others  take,  which 
are  of  a  different  nature,  namely,  when  they  resolve,  though  iu 
their  own  strength,  to  break  off  their  sins  by  repentance ;  or, 
if  their  resolutions  to  lead  a  virtuous  life  are  weak,  and  not 
much  regarded  by  them,  endeavour  to  strengthen  them,  this 
will  not  ansv/er  their  end,  sin  will  be  too  strong  for  all  their 
resolutions,  and  the  engagements  with  which  they  bind  them- 
selves, will  be  like  the  cords  with  which  Sampson  was  bound, 
which  were  broken  by  him  like  thi-eads.  If  we  rely  on  our 
own  strength,  how  much  soever  we  may  be  resolved  to  ab- 
stain from  sin  at  present,  God  will  make  us  sensible  of  our 
weakness,  by  leaving  us  to  ourselves ;  and  then,  how  much 
soever  we  resolve  to  abstain  from  sin,  it  will  appear  that  it 
is  far  from  being  mortified,  or  subdued  by  us.  Therefore 
we  conclude,  that  this  cannot  be  performed,  but  by  going 
forth  in  the  name  and  strength  of  Christ,  who  is  able  to 
keep  us  from  falling ;  or,  when  fallen,  to  recover  us :  and  this 
will  be  found,  in  the  end,  to  be  the  best  expedient  for  the  pro- 
moting this  branch  of  our  sanctification ;  which  leads  us  to 
consider, 

III.  That,  in  the  farther  carrying  on  of  this  work  of  sanc- 
tification, we  are  enabled  to  walk  with  God,  or  before  him,  in 
holiness  and  righteousness.  We  are  first  made  alive  in  regene- 
ration, and  then  put  forth  living  actions,  which  some  call  vivi- 
fication,  as  distinguished  from  that  part  of  sanctification,  which 
has  been  already  considered,  namely,  mortification  of  sin. 

This  is  what  we  may  call  leading  an  holy  life,  whereby  we 
are  to  understand  much  more  than  many  do,  who  suppose,  that 
it  consists  only  in  the  performance  of  some  moral  duties,  that 
contain  the  external  part  of  religion,  without  which  there  would 
rot  be  the  least  shadow  of  holiness;  and  in  performing  those 
duties  which  we  owe  to  men  in  the  various  relations  which  we 
stand  in  to  them ;  or,  at  least,  in  keeping  ourselves  clear  from 
those  pollutions  ivhich  are  in  the  xvorld  through  lust,  2  Pet.  i.  4. 
The  Pharisee,  in  the  gospel,  thought  himself  an  extraordinary 
holy  person,  because  he  was  no  extortioner,  nor  unjust,  nor 
adulterer ;  but  fasted,  paid  tithes,  and  performed  several  works 
of  charity ;  and  many  are  great  pretenders  to  it,  who  have  no 
other  than  a  form  of  godliness,  without  the  power  of  it,  or  who 
are  more  than  ordinarily  diligent  in  their  attendance  on  the  or- 
dinances of  God's  appointment ;  though  they  are  far  from  do- 
ing this  in  a  right  way,  like  those  whom  the  prophet  speaks 
of,  who  are  said  to  seek  God  daily,  a7id  to  delight  to  know  his 
v.mjs,  as  a  naticn  that  did  righteousness,  and  forsook  not  the 
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crdinancc  of  their  God;  though  at  the  same  time,  th.ey  are 
said  to  fast  for  strife  and  debate^  and  to  smhie  ivith  the  fist  of 
wickedness^  Isa.  Iviii.  2.  But,  that  we  may  consider  several 
other  things,  which  are  contained  in  a  person's  leading  an  holy 
life,  let  it  be  observed, 

1.  That  our  natures  must  be  changed,  and  therefore  sancti- 
fication  ahvays  supposes  and  flows  from  regeneration :  there 
must  be  grace  in  the  heart,  or  else  it  can  never  discover  itself 
in  the  life ;  the  root  must  be  good,  or  else  the  tree  cannot  bring 
forth  good  fruit ;  the  spring  of  action  must  be  cleansed,  other- 
wise the  actions  themselves  will  be  impure.  Some  persons, 
who  are  generally  strangers  to  the  internal  work  of  grace,  are 
very  apt  to  insist  much  on  the  goodness  of  their  hearts,  and 
this  is  sometimes  pleaded  in  excuse  for  the  badness  of  their 
lives ;  whereas  they  never  had  a  due  sense  of  the  plague  and 
perverseness  of  their  own  hearts.  Good  actions  must  proceed 
from  a  good  principle,  otherwise  persons  are  in  an  unsanctified 
state ;  and,  as  they  must  be  conformable  to  the  rule  laid  down 
in  the  word  of  God,  and  performed  in  a  right  manner,  and  to 
the  glory  of  God  as  to  the  end  designed  thereby  ;  so  they  must 
be  performed  by  faith,  whereby  we  depend  on  Christ  for  assis- 
tance and  acceptance,  as  being  sensible  of  our  constant  work 
and  business,  whereby  we  are  said  to  walk  with  God,  as  well 
as  live  to  him. 

2.  In  order  to  our  leading  an  holy  life,  we  must  make  use 
of  those  motives  and  inducements  thereunto,  that  are  contain- 
ed in  the  gospel  j  and  to  encourage  us  herein, 

(1.)  We  are  to  have  in  our  view  that  perfect  pattern  of  ho- 
liness which  Christ  has  given  us ;  he  has  left  us  an  example 
that  rue  shoiddfollozv  his  steps ^  1  Pet.  ii.  21.  Whatever  vv^e  find 
in  the  life  of  Christ,  prescribed  for  our  imitation,  should  be 
improved  to  promote  the  work  of  sanctification ;  his  humility, 
meekness,  patience,  submission  to  the  divine  will,  his  zeal  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  mankind,  and  his  unfainting 
perseverance  in  pursuing  the  end  for  which  he  came  into  the 
world,  are  all  mentioned,  in  scripture,  not  barely  that  we  should 
yield  an  assent  to  the  account  we  have  thereof  in  the  gospel 
history ;  but  that  the  same  mind  should  be  in  ks,  which  loas  also 
in  him^  Phil.  ii.  S.  or,  as  the  apostle  says,  He  that  saith  he  abi- 
deth  in  hifn,  ought  himself  also  to  walk  even  as  he  xvalked^  1  John 
ii.  6.  And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  v/e  ought  to  set  before  us 
the  example  of  others,  and  be  followers  of  them,  so  far  as  they 
followed  him :  their  example,  indeed,  is  as  much  inferior  to 
Christ's  as  imperfect  holiness  is  to  that  which  is  perfect;  but 
yet  it  is  an  encouragement  to  us,  that  in  following  the  footsteps 
of  the  flock,  we  have  many  bright  examples  of  tho^'',  who 
through  faith  txid  patience,  inherit  the  prorrJfier. 
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(2.)  Another  motive  to  holiness  is  the  love  of  Christ,  ex- 
pressed in  the  great  work  of  our  redemption,  and  in  that  care 
nnd  compassion  which  he  has  extended  towards  us  in  the  ap- 
plication thereof,  in  all  the  methods  he  has  used  in  the  begin- 
ning and  carrying  on  the  work  of  grace,  in  which  we  may  say, 
hitherto  he  hath  helped  us  :  this  ought  to  be  improved  so  as 
to  constrain  us,  2  Cor,  v.  14.  as  he  has  hereby  laid  us  under 
the  highest  obligation  to  live  to  him.  And  as  love  to  Christ  is 
the  main  ingredient  in  sanctification ;  so  when  by  faith  we  be- 
hold him  as  the  most  engaging  and  desirable  object,  this  will 
afford  a  constant  inducement  to  holiness. 

(3.)  Another  motive  hereunto  is  our  relation  to  God,  as  his 
children,  and  our  professed  subjection  to  him ;  as  we  gave  up 
ourselves  to  him^  when  first  we  believed,  avouched  him  to  be 
our  God,  and,  since  then,  have  experienced  many  instances  of 
his  condescending  goodness  and  faithfulness ;  as  he  has  been 
pleased  to  grant  us  some  degrees  of  communion  with  him, 
through  Christ ;  and  as  he  has  given  us  many  great  and  pre- 
cious promises,  and  in  various  instances,  made  them  good  to 
us ;  and  has  reserved  an  inheritance  for  all  that  are  sanctified 
in  that  better  world,  to  which  they  shall  be  brought  at  last :  this 
should  induce  us  to  lead  a  life  of  holiness,  as  the  apostle  says^ 
Having'  these  promises^  let  us  cleanse  ourselves  from  all  Jilt  hi- 
ness  of  the  Jlesh  and  spirit^  perfecting  holiness  m  the  fear  ofGod^ 
chap.  vii.  1. 

From  what  has  been  said  in  explaining  the  doctrine  of  sanc- 
tification, we  may  infer, 

[1.]  The  difference  that  there  is  between  moral  virtue,  so  far 
as  it  may  be  attained  by  the  light  of  nature,  and  the  improve- 
ment of  human  reason  ;  and  that  holiness  of  heart  and  life^ 
which  contains  in  it  all  Christian  virtues,  and  is  inseparably 
connected  with  salvation.  All  who  are  conversant  in  the  wri- 
tings of  some  of  the  Heathen  moralists  will  find  a  great  many 
things  that  tend  to  regulate  the  conduct  of  life  ;  and  those  pre- 
cepts laid  down,  which,  if  follovi^ed,  carry  in  them  a  great  re- 
semblance of  the  grace  of  sanctification  ;  and  herein  some,  who 
have  been  destitute  of  the  light  of  the  gospel,  have  very  much 
excelled  many  who  bear  the  Christian  name :  when  we  find  a 
lively  representation  of  the  universal  corruption  and  degenera- 
cy of  human  nature,  the  disorder  and  irregularity  of  the  affec- 
tions, and  man's  natural  propensity  to  vice,  rules  laid  down  for 
the  attaining  of  virtue,  by  which  means  men  are  directed  how- 
to  free  themselves  from  that  slavery  which  they  are  undet" 
to  their  lusts,  and  advice  given  to  press  after  a  resemblance 
and  conformity  to  God ;  this  carried  in  it  a  great  sheir  of 
holiness. 

Vot.  III.  X 
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A  late  M'ritcr*  has  collected  together  sevcnil  passages  out 
of  their  writings,  with  a  design  to  prove,  that  though  they  were 
destitute  of  gospel-light,  yet  they  might  attain  salvation  ;  inas- 
much as  they  use  many  expressions  that  very  much  resemble 
the  grace  of  sanctification  :  as  for  instance,  when  one  of  them 
^peaking  concerning  contentment  in  the  station  of  life  in  which 
providence  had  fixed  him,  says,  "  A  servant  of  God  should  not 
*'  he  solicitous  for  the  morrow.  Can  any  good  man  fear  that 
*'  he  should  want  food  ?  Doth  God  so  neglect  his  servants,  and 
"  his  witnesses,  as  that  they  should  be  destitute  of  his  care  and 
"  providence  ?  And  he  adds.  Did  I  ever,  Lord,  accuse  thee, 
"  or  complain  of  thy  government  ?  Was  I  not  always  willing 
*'  to  be  sick  when  it  was  thy  pleasure  that  I  should  be  so  ?  Did 
"  I  ever,  desire  to  be  what  thou  v^ouldest  not  have  me  to  be  ? 
"  Am  I  not  always  ready  to  do  what  thou  commandest  ?  Wilt 
"  thou  have  me  to  continue  here,  I  will  freely  do  as  thou  will- 
"  est  ?  Or,  vvouldest  thou  have  me  depart  hence,  I  will  freely 
"■'  do  it  at  thy  command  ?  I  have  always  had  my  will  subject 
•'  to  that  of  God  ;  deal  with  me  according  to  thy  pleasure  ;  I 
"  am  always  of  the  same  mind  with  thee ;  I  refuse  nothing 
''■  which  thou  art  pleased  to  lay  upon  me ;  lead  me  >vhither 
"  thou  wilt ;  clothe  me  as  thou  pleasest ;  I  will  be  a  magistrate 
"  or  private  person ;  continue  me  in  my  country,  or  in  exile,  I 
"  will  net  only  submit  to,  but  defend  thy  proceedings  in  all 
"'  things."  We  might  also  produce  quotations  out  of  other  wri- 
tings %vhereby  it  appears  that  some  of  the  heathen  excelled 
many  Christians  in  the  consistency  of  their  sentiments  about 
religious  matters,  with  the  divine  perfections  j  as  when  they 
say,  Whatever  endowment  of  the  mind  has  a  tendency  to  make 
a  man  truly  great  and  excellent;  this  is  owing  to  an  internal 
divine  influence.!  Others,  speaking  of  the  natural  propensity 
which  there  is  in  man  to  vice,  have  maintained,  that  to  fence 
against  it,  there  is  a  necessity  of  their  having  assistance  from 
God,  in  order  to  their  leading  a  virtuous  life  ;  and  that  virtue 
Is  not  attained  by  instruction,  that  is,  not  only  by  that  means, 
but  that  it  is  from  God ;  and  that  this  is  to  be  sought  for  at 
his  hands,  by  faith  and  prayer :  much  to  this  purpose  may  be 
seen  in  the  writings  of  Plato,  Maximus  Tyrius,  Hierocles,  and 
several  others. :f: 

The  principal  use  that  I  would  make  hereof  is,  to  observe 
that  this  should  humble  many  Christians,  who  are  far  from 
coming  up  to  the  Heathen  in  the  practice  of  moral  virtue.  And, 

•  i>t€  Whitby's  Disc.  Zic.  page  541,  in  -which  he  quotes  Arrian,  as  ^ivinjf  the 
?f:nse  of  FMrletuSy  Lib.  1.  cap.  9.  Lib.  3  cap.  5,  24,  26,  36,  &c. 

f  Vid.  fie.  deTiatiiia  Deoruvi,  Lib.  2.  Nulliis  uiiquam  vir  magnus  fuit, sins 
.'.l.r|uo  affl-itii  rlivino. 

^  See  Gale's  court  of  the  Centiles.  £cuk  2-  (hap.  1.  and  chap.  10.  and  Wits,  de 
Oecon.  Fxd.  461-^63. 
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as  for  the  sentiments  of  those  who  deny  the  necessity  of  our 
having  the  divine  influence  in  order  to  our  performing  the  du- 
ties which  God  requires  of  us,  in  a  right  manner;  these  fall 
very  short  of  what  the  light  of  nature  has  suggested  to  those 
who  have  duly  attended  to  it,  though  destitute  of  divine  revela- 
tion. When  I  meet  with  such  expressions,  and  many  other  divine 
things,  in  the  writings  of  Plato ;  and  what  he  says  of  the  con- 
versation of  his  master  Socrates,  both  in  his  life  and  death : 
I  cannot  but  apply  in  this  case,  what  our  Saviour  says  to  the 
scribe  in  the  gospel,  who  answered  him  discreetly,  Thou  art 
not  far  from  the  kingd:.jn  cfGod^  INIark  xii.  34.  These  things, 
it  is  true,  very  muca  resemble  the  grace  of  sanctification;  yet 
in  many  respects,  they  fall  short  of  it ;  inasmuch  as  they  had 
no  acts  of  faith,  in  a  JVIediator,  whom  they  were  altogether 
strangers  to,  as  being  destitute  of  divine  revelation. 

It  is  not  my  design,  at  present,  to  enquire,  whether  they  had 
any  hope  of  salvation  ?  this  having  been  considered  under  a 
foregoing  answer  *.  All  that  I  shall  here  observe  is,  that 
some  of  the  best  of  them  were  charged  with  notorious  crimes, 
which  a  Christian  would  hardly  reckon  consistent  with  the 
truth  of  grace ;  as  Plato,  with  flattering  of  tyrants,  and  too 
much  indulging  pride  and  luxury  f ;  Socrates,  with  pleading 
for  fornication  and  incest,  and  practising  sodomy,  if  what  some 
have  reported  concerning  them  be  true  \.  But,  without  lay- 
ing any  stress  on  the  character  of  particular  persons,  who,  in 
other  respects,  have  said  and  done  many  excellent  things ;  it 
is  evident,  that  whatever  appearance  of  holiness  there  may  be 
in  the  writings  or  conversation  of  those  that  are  strangers  to 
Christ  and  his  gospel,  this  falls  short  of  the  grace  of  sanctifi- 
cation. {a) 

*   See  Vol.  11.  page  489.  i3  seq.  f   Fid  G.  J.  Voss.  de  Iliat.  Greec.  page  22. 

%  See  Galena  court  of  ttut  Gentiles,  Part  III.  book  1,  c/iap.  1,  2.  which  learned 
-.jiitev  having,  in  some  other  parts  of  that  work,  mentioned  several  things  that  it^ere 
praise  worthy,  in  some  of  the  philosophers,  here  takes  occasion  to  speak  of  some  otlier 
things,  which  were  great  blemishes  in  them:  and,  in  other  parts  of  this  elaborate 
work,  proves  that  those  who  lived  in  the  first  ages  of  the  church,  and  were  attached 
to  their  philosophy,  were  by  this  means,  as  he  supposes,  ltd  aside  from  many  great 
and  important  truths,  of  the  gospel ;  of  this  number  Origen,  Justin  Jlfartyr,  arid 
several  others.  And  he  further  supposes,  that  what  many  of  them  advanced  con^ 
cerning  the  liberty  of  man's  will,  as  to  what  respects  spiritual  thijigs,  gave  occa- 
sion to  the  Pelagians  to  propagate  these  doctrines  that  were  subvertive  of  the  grace 
of  God;  and  that  the  Arian  and  Samosatenan  heresies  took  their  risefroin  hence. 
See  Part  III.  Book  9.  chap.  1. 


(a)  The  natural  knowledge  of  God  and  his  goodness,  gives  some  cncourag-e- 
ment  to  guilty  creatures  to  repent  of  their  sins,  and  to  return  to  God  by  a  gene- 
ral  hope  of  acceptance,  though  they  had  no  promise  of  pardoning  grace.  Ami 
this  was  the  very  principle  upon  which  some  of  the  better  sort  of  the  Gentiles 
set  themselves  to  practise  virtue,  to  worship  God,  and  endeavour  to  become  like 
him. 
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There  is  a  vast  difference  between  recommending  or  practi- 
aing  moral  virtues,  as  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  man,  and  the 
dictates  of  reason ;  and  a  person's  being  led  in  that  way  of  ho- 
liness, which  our  Saviour  has  prescribed  in  the  gospel.  This 
takes  its  rise  from  a  change  of  nature,  wrought  in  regeneration, 
is  excited  by  gospel-motives,  encouraged  by  the  promises  there- 
of, and  proceeds  from  the  grace  of  faith,  without  which,  all 
pretensions  to  holiness  are  vain  and  defective.  What  advances 
Soever  these  may  have  made  in  endeavouring  to  free  them- 
selves from  the  slavery  of  sin,  they  have  been  very  deficient, 
as  to  the  mortification  thereof;  for  being  ignorant  of  that  great 
atonement  which  is  made  by  Christ,  as  the  only  expedient  to 
take  away  the  guilt  of  sin,  they  could  not,  by  any  method,  ar- 
rive to  a  conscience  void  of  offence,  or  any  degree  of  hope 
concerning  the  forgiveness  thereof,  and  the  way  of  acceptance 
in  the  sip;ht  of  God :  and  their  using  endeavours  to  stop  the 
current  of  vice,  and  to  subdue  their  inordinate  affections,  could 

I  do  not  say,  that  natural  religion  can  give  sinful  men  a  full  and  satisfying  as- 
2uraiice  of  pardon  upon  their  repentance ;  for  tlie  deepest  degrees  of  penitence 
pannot  oblige  a  prince  to  forgive  tlie  criminal:  but  still  the  overflowing  good- 
ness of  God,  his  patience  and  long-sutiering,  notwithstanding  their  sins,  may 
evidently  and  justly  excite  in  their  hearts  some  hope  of  forgiving  grace:  and  I 
think  the  words  of  my  text  cannot  intend  less  than  this,  that  God  has  not  left 
them  without  witness,  when  he  gave  them  rain  from  heaven,  when  he  satisfied 
their  appetites  with  food,  and  filled  their  hearts  with  gladness.     What  was  it 
that  these  benefits  of  their  Creator  bore  witness  to  ?  Was  it  not  that  there  was 
goodness  and  mercy  to  be  found  with  him,  if  they  would  return  to  their  duty, 
and  abandon  their  own  ways  of  idolatry  and  vice.     Surely,  it  can  never  be  sup- 
posed, that  the  apostle  hei-e  means  no  more  than  to  say,  tliat  the  daily  instances 
of  divine  bounty  in  the  common  comforts  of  life,  assured  them,  thai  God  had 
some  goodness  in  him,  and  blessings  to  bestow  on  their  bodies ;  but  gave  them 
no  hope  of  his  acceptance  of  their  so\ds,  if  they  should  return  and  repent  never 
so  sincerely.     The  Ninevites  themselves,  when  threatened  with  destruction, 
repented  in  sackcloth  and  ashes ;  for,  said  they,  W  ho  can  tell  but  God  will  turn 
t^nd  repent,  and  turn  away  from  his  fierce  anger,  that  we  perish  not  ?  Nor  were 
they  mistaken  in  their  hope,  for  God  saw  their  works,  that  they  turned  from 
their  evil  way,  and  he  repented  of  the  evil  that  he  had  threatened,  Jonah  iii.  5 — 
10.     And  there  is  yet  a  more  express  text  to  this  purpose,  Rom.  ii.  4.     Despisest 
thou  the  riches  of  his  goodness,  and  forbearance,  and  long-suffering,  not  know- 
ing that  the  goodness  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance  ?  And  if  God  leads  us 
to  repentance,  by  a  sense  of  his  goodness,  surely  he  gives  hope  that  our  repent- 
ance sluU  not  be  in  vain:  and  though,  perhaps,  I  could  not  affirm  it  witli  bold- 
ness, and  certainty  by  the  mere  light  of  reason,  yet  I  may  venture  to  declare, 
upon  the  encouragement  of  these  scri])tures,  that  if  tliere  should  be  found  any 
smner  in  the  htatfien  world,  wlio  should  be  thus  far  wrought  upon  by  a  sense  of 
the  goodness  of  God,  as  to  be  led  sincerely  to  repent  of  sin,  and  seek  after  mer- 
cy, God  would  find  a  way  to  make  a  discovery  of  so  much  of  the  gospel,  as  wa.s 
necessary  for  him  to  know,  rather  tiian  such  a  penitent  sinner  should  be  left  un^ 
der  condenmation,  or  that  a  guilty  creature  sliould  go  on  to  eternal  death  in 
the  way  ot  repentance.     Cornelius  the  Centurion,  who  feared  God,  who  prayed 
to  him  daily,  and  wrought  righteousness,  according  to  the  light  of  his  cor - 
science,  iiad  both  an  angel  and  an  apostle  sent  to  him,  that  he  might  receive 
jnore  complete  instruction  ia  the  niatters  oi'his  salvatioi!.  Acts  x.  1—6.  and  from 

30—35."  "  BH.    WATTS. 
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not  be  efFectual  to  answer  that  end,  inasmuch  as  they  wei-e 
destitute  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  affords  his  divine  assistance, 
in  order  thereunto,  in  no  other  way  than  what  is  prescribed  in 
the  gospel ;  so  that  as  zvithout  holiness  no  07ie  shall  see  the  Lord^ 
this  grace  is  to  be  expected  in  that  way  which  God  has  pre- 
scribed; and  every  one  that  is  holy  is  made  so  by  the  Spirit* 
who  glorifies  himself  in  rendering  men  fruitful  in  every  good 
work,  being  raised  by  him,  from  the  death  of  sin,  to  the  life  of 
faith  in  Christ ;  which  is  a  blessing  peculiar  to  the  gospel. 

[2.]  Since  holiness  is  required  of  all  persons,  as  what  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  salvation,  and  is  also  recommended  as  that 
which  God  works,  in^  those  in  whom  the  gospel  is  made  effec- 
tual thei'eunto ;  we  may  infer,  that  no  gospel-doctrine  has  the 
least  tendency  to  lead  to  licentiousness.  The  grace  of  God 
may  indeed  be  abused ;  and  m^^n,  who  are  strangers  to  it,  take 
occasion  from  the  abounding  thereof,  to  continue  in  sin,  as 
some  did  in  the  apostle's  days,  Rom.  vi.  1.  but  this  is  not  the 
genuine  tendency  of  the  gospel,  which  is  to  lead  men  to  holi- 
ness. Whatever  duties  it  engages  to,  they  are  all  designed  to 
answer  this  end;  and  whatever  privileges  are  contained  there- 
in, they  are  all  of  them  inducements  thereunto  :  are  we  deliver- 
ed out  of  the  hands  of  our  spiritual  enemies  ?  it  is,  that  zve 
should  serve  him  in  holiness  and  rig-hteousness  before  him^  all 
the  days  of  our  lives^  Luke  i.  74,  75,  As  for  the  promises, 
they  are  an  inducement  to  us,  as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  to 
cleanse  ourselves  from  all  filthincss  of  the  flesh  and  spirit^  per- 
fecting- holiness  in  the  fear  of  God^  2  Cor.  vii.  1.  and  every  or- 
dinance and  providence  should  be  improved  by  us,  to  promote 
the  work  of  sanctification. 

[3.]  Let  us  examine  ourselves,  whether  this  work  be  begun, 
and  the  grace  of  God  wrought  in  us,  in  truth  ?  and  if  so,  whe- 
ther it  be  increasing  or  declining  in  our  souls  ? 

l6f.  As  to  the  truth  of  grace,  let  us  take  heed  that  we  do  not 
think  that  v/e  are  something  when  we  are  nothing,  deceiving 
our  own  souls,  or  rest  in  a  form  of  godliness,  while  denying 
the  power  thereof,  or  a  name  to  live,  while  we  are  dead ;  let 
us  think  that  it  is  not  enough  to  abstain  from  grosser  enormi- 
ties, or  engage  in  some  external  duties  of  religion,  with  wrong 
ends.  And  if,  upon  enquiry  into  ourselves,  we  find  that  we 
are  destitute  of  a  principle  of  spiritual  life  and  grace,  let  us 
not  think,  that  because  we  have  escaped  some  of  the  pollutions 
that  are  in  the  world,  or  do  not  run  Avith  others  in  all  excess 
of  riot,  that  therefore  we  lead  holy  lives  ;  but  rather  let  us  en- 
quire. Whether  the  life  we  live  in  the  flesh,  be  by  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  God,  under  the  influence  of  his  Spirit,  with  great 
diffidence  of  our  own  righteousness  and  strength,  and  firm  de- 
pendence upon  Christ  ?  and  as  the  result  hereof,  whether  we 
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are  found  in  the  practice  of  universal  holiness,  and  hate  and 
avoid  all  appearance  of  evil,  using  all  those  endeavours  that 
are  prescribed  in  the  gospel,  to  glorify  him  in  our  spirits,  souls, 
and  bodies,  which  are  his  ? 

2f/,  If  we  have  ground  to  hope  that  the  work  of  sanctifica- 
tion  is  begun,  let  us  enquire,  whether  it  be  advancing  or  de- 
clining? Whether  we  go  from  strength  to  strength,  or  make 
improvements  in  proportion  to  the  privileges  we  enjoy  ?  Many 
have  reason  to  complain  that  it  is  not  with  them  as  in  months 
past;  that  grace  is  languishing,  the  frame  of  their  spirits  in  holy 
duties  stupid,  and  they  destitute  of  that  communion  with  God, 
which  they  have  once  enjoyed ;  such  ought  to  remember  from; 
whence  they  are  fallen,  and  repent,  and  do  their  first  works ; 
and  beg  of  God,  from  whom  alone  our  fruit  is  derived,  that 
he  would  revive  the  work,  and  cause  their  souls  to  flourish  in 
the  courts  of  his  house,  and  to  bring  forth  much  fruit  unto  ho- 
liness, to  the  glory  of  his  own  name,  and  their  spiritual  peace 
and  comfort. 

As  for  those  who  are  frequently  complaining  of,  and  be- 
wailing their  declensions  in  grace,  who  seem,  to  others,  to  be 
making  a  very  considerable  progress  therein ;  let  them  not 
give  way  to  unbelief  so  far  as  to  deny  or  set  aside  the  expe- 
riences which  they  have  had  of  God's  presence  with  them ;  for 
sometimes  grace  grows,  though  without  our  own  observation. 
If  they  are  destitute  of  the  comforts  thereof,  or  the  fruits  of 
righteousness,  which  are  peace,  assurance  and  joy  in  the  Holy 
Ghost,  let  them  consider,  that  the  work  of  sanctification,  in 
this  present  state,  is,  at  best,  but  growing  up  towards  that  per- 
fection  which  is  not  yet  arrived  to.  If  it  does  not  spring  up 
and  flourish,  as  to  those  fruits  and  effects  thereof,  which  they 
are  pressing  after,  but  have  not  attained ;  let  them  bless  God, 
if  grace  is  taking  root  downward,  and  is  attended  with  an 
humble  sense  of  their  ov/n  weakness  and  imperfection,  and  an 
earnest  desire  of  those  spiritual  blessings  which  they  are  labour- 
ing after.  This  ought  to  aff"ord  matter  of  thankfulness,  ra- 
ther than  have  a  tendency  to  v/eaken  their  hands,  or  induce 
them  to  conclude  that  they  are  in  an  unsanctified  state  ;  because 
of  the  many  hindrances  and  discouragements  which  attend  their 
progress  in  holiness. 


Quest.  LXXVI.  JV/iat  is  repentance  unto  life  ? 

A-NSW.  Repentance   unto  life,  is   a  saving  grace,  wrought  in 
the  lieart  of  a  sinner,  by  the  Spirit  and  v/ord  of  God ;  where 
by,  out  of  the  sight  and  sense,  not  only  of  the  danger,  but 
also  of  the  filth  ^d  odiousness  of  his  sin.",  and  v.pon  the  ap- 
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prehension  of  God's  mercy  in  Christ,  to  such  as  are  peni- 
tent, he  so  grieves  for,  and  hates  his  sins,  as  that  he  turns 
from  them  all  to  God,  purposing  and  endeavouring,  con- 
stantly to  walk  with  him  in  all  the  ways  of  new  obedience. 

IN  speaking  to  this  answer  we  shall  consider  the  subject  of 
repentance,  viz.  a  sinful  fallen  creature  ;  and  that,  though 
this  be  his  condition,  yet  he  is  naturally  averse  to  the  exercise 
thereof,  till  God  is  pleased  to  bring  him  to  it ;  which  will  lead 
us  to  consider,  how  the  Spirit  of  God  does  this;  and  what  are 
the  various  acts  and  effects  thereof,  (a) 

1.  Concerning  the  subjects  of  repentance.  No  one  can  b^ 
said  to  repent  but  a  sinner ;  and  therefore,  whatever  other 
graces  might  be  exercised  by  man  in  a  state  of  innocency,  or 
shall  be  exercised  by  him,  when  brought  to  a  state  of  perfect- 

■•         ■  r      ■     r    •  ,',:■■■  ,  ,  ,,"  '  ■  ■■V 

(a)  It  has  been,  perhaps  correctly,  asserted  that  repentance  is  neither  a  duty 
discoverable  by  the  law  of  nature,  nor  the  written  law  of  God ;  because  it  is  un- 
fit, tliat  a  law,  appointing  death  for  the  violation  of  its  precept,  should  also  dis- 
cover to  the  culprit  a  way  of  escape  from  its  own  penalty  incurred. 

But  there  existed  purposes  of  mercy  before  the  law  v/as  made;  these  have 
been  revealed  by  a  gracious  Sovereign;  the  condition  of  men,  as  prisoners  of 
hope  possessing  competent  eyidence  of  the  compassion  of  the  Lawgiver,  points 
to  repentance.  Sacrifices  in  former  ages  discover  not  only  a  consciousness  of 
guilt,  but  a  glimmering  hope  at  least,  of  pardon.  It  is  possible  that  these  were 
the  offspring  of  tradition  among  the  Gentiles,  rather  than  the  deductions  of  the 
light  of  nature.  But  in  either  way,  sorrow  for  sin  is  a  duty  founded  on  the  will 
of  God. 

It  is  therefore  a  duty,  perfectly  reasomible,  and  expressly  revealed  en  the  sa- 
cred page.  The  strength  to  perform  it  is  from  the  King  of  Providence  and  Grace. 

There  is  necessary  in  its  production  a  discovery  of  guilt,  liability  to  miser}-, 
and  entire  helplessness.  1  he  general  belief,  or  profession  of  these  truths,  does 
not  prove  in  event  to  be  a  cause  adequate  to  produce  a  total  change  in  a  man's 
views,  pursuits,  desires,  aversions,  labours,  joys,  and  sorrows.  There  is  neces- 
sary some  deep  sense,  or  strong  conviction  of  guilt.  This,  with  respect  to  its 
proximate  cause,  may  originate  in  various  ways ;  by  reflecting  on  the  Divine 
Sovereignty  and  Majesty;  by  a  solemn  contemplation  of  theexcellency  and  love- 
liness of  the  moral  perfection  of  Deity  ;  by  an  affecting  sight  of  his  goodness  and 
mercy  to  the  individual  in  particular;  by  attending  to  the  awful  subject  of  Di- 
vine Justice,  seen  in  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  or  anticipated  in  the  future  judg. 
ment,  and  final  sufferings  of  the  damned.  Such  convictions  are  produced  in 
great  mercy  to  the  individual,  how  dearly  soever  they  cost  him,  whether  the 
{irostrated  idols,  on  which  the  sensual  affections  were  fastened,  were  compa- 
nions, friends,  rel.itions,  honour  or  wealth.  Disease,  approaching  death,  or  any 
thing  which  shall  dissolve  the  unhallowed  attachment  to  earth,  may  by  theDi- 
vjne  blessing  produce  this  change,  the  glory  of  which  will  always  really  belong 
to  Divine  grace,  which  works  unseen. 

The  bitterness  of  such  sorrows  Is  sometimes  extreme,  when  he  who  wounded 
alone  can  cure.  The  effects  of  it  arc  subsequently  salutaiy,  both  to  deter  from 
sin  and  to  strengthen  the  party's  faith. 

The  degrees  of  penitential  sorrow  are  extremely '^"arious  In  dlflferent  converts. 
lie  who  has  been  convinced  of  gospel  truths  step  by  step,  and  has  been  in  tlie 
.same  manner  brought  to  the  love  and  fear  of  God,  and  to  a  universal  conscienti- 
ousness, may  have  grounds  of  peace  and  comfort  equally  safe,  as  he  whose  con- 
victions  have  been  the  most  sensible;  lor  not  their  heightli  but  tlieir  fruits  prove 
them  to  be  genuine. 
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tion ;  yet  there  cannot,  properly  speaking,  be  any  room  for  re- 
pentance :  some,  indeed,  have  queried  whether  there  shall  be 
repentance  in  heaven ;  but  it  may  easily  be  determined,  that 
though  that  hatred  of  sin  in  general,  and  opposition  to  it,  which 
is  contained  in  true  repentance,  be  not  inconsistent  with  a  state 
of  perfect  blessedness,  as  it  is  inseparably  connected  with  per- 
fection of  holiness ;  yet  a  sense  of  sin,  which  is  afflictive,  and 
is  attended  with  grief  and  sorrow  of  heart,  for  the  guilt  and 
consequences  thereof,  is  altogether  inconsistent  with  a  state  of 
perfection ;  and  these  are  some  ingredients  in  that  repentance 
which  coines  under  our  present  consideration.  Therefore  wc 
must  conclude,  that  the  subject  of  repentance  is  a  sinner:  but, 
II.  Though  all  sinners  contract  guilt,  expose  themselves  to 
misery,  and  will  sooner  or  later  be  filled  with  distress  and  sor* 
row  for  what  they  have  done  against  God ;  yet  many  have  no 
sense  thereof  at  present,  nor  repentance,  or  remorse  for  it. 
These  are  described  tis  past  Jeeling;  E^^^.  iv.  19.  and  hardened 
through  the  dece'itfulness  of  sin^  Heb.  iii.  13.  as  obstinate,  and 
having  their  neck  as  an  iron  sinew^  and  their  broxv  as  brass.,  Isa. 
xlviii.  4.  And  there  are  several  methods  which  they  take  to 
ward  off  the  force  of  convictions.  Sometimes  they  are  stupid, 
and  hardly  give  themselves  the  liberty  to  consider  the  differ- 
ence that  there  is  between  moral  good  and  evil,  or  the  natural 
obligation  we  are  under  to  pursue  the  one,  and  avoid  the  other. 
They  consider  not  the  all-seeing  eye  of  God,  that  observes  all 
their  actions,  nor  the  power  of  his  anger,  who  will  take  ven- 
geance on  impenitent  sinners ;  regard  not  the  various  aggrava- 
tions of  sin,  nor  consider  that  God  will,  for  those  things,  bring 
them  to  judgment.  So  that  impenitency  is  generally  attended 
with  presumption  ;  whereby  the  person  concludes,  though  with- 
out ground,  that  it  shall  go  well  with  him  in  the  end,;  such  an. 
one  is  represented,  as  blessing  himself  in  his  heart,  saying,  / 
shall  have  peace.,  though  I  walk  in  the  imagination;  or,  as  it  is  m 
the  margin,  in  the  stubbornness  of  mine  heart.,  to  add drtoiken^' 
?iess  to  thirst,  Deut.  xxix.  19.  Or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
cannot  but  conclude,  that  with  God  is  terrible  majesty,  that  he 
is  a  consuming  fire,  and  that  none  ever  hardened  themselves 
against  him,  and  prospered,  and  if  he  does  not  fall  down  be- 
forc  him  with  humble  confession  of  sin,  and  repentance  for  it, 
he  will  certainly  be  broken  with  his  rod  of  iron,  and  dashed  in 
pieces,  like  the  potter's  vessel,  broken  vvith  a  tempest,  and  ut- 
terly destroyed,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled ;  then  he  resolves, 
that  some  time  or  other  he  will  repent,  but  still  delays  and  puts 
it  off  for  a  more  convenient  season,  and  though  God  gives  him 
space  to  do  it,  repenteth  not.  Rev.  ii.  21.  Thus  he  goes  on  in 
the  greatness  of  his  way,  till  God  prevents  him  v/ith  the  bles- 
sings of  his  goodncos,  and  brings  him  to  repentance.  And 
this  leads  us  to  consider, 
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III.  That  repentance  is  God's  work  ;  or,  as  it  is  observed  ia 
ihis  answer,  wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  God  :  whether  we  con- 
s>ider  it  as  a  coiimion  or  saving  grace,  it  is  the  Spirit  that  con- 
vinces or  reproves  the  world  of  sin.  If  it  be  of  the  same  kind 
with  that  which  Pharaoh,  Ahab,  or  Judas  had ;  it  is  a  dread 
of  God's  judgments,  and  his  wrath  breaking  in  upon  conscience, 
when  he  reproves  for  sin,  and  sets  it  in  order  before  their  eyes, 
that  excites  it.  If  they  are  touched  with  a  sense  of  guilt,  and 
hereby,  for  the  present,  stopped,  or  obliged  to  make  a  retreat, 
and  desist  from  pursuing  their  former  methods,  it  is  God,  in 
the  course  of  his  providence,  that  gives  a  check  to  them.  But 
this  comes  short  of  that  repentance  which  is  said  to  be  unto 
liie ;  or  which  is  styled  a  saving  grace,  which  is  wrought  by 
the  Spirit  of  God,  as  the  beginning  of  that  saving  work,  which 
is  a  branch  of  sanctification,  and  shall  end  in  compleat  salvation^ 

This  is  expressly  styled  in  scripture,  repentance  unto  l'ift\ 
Acts  xi.  18.  inasmuch  as  every  one,  who  is  favoured  with  it^ 
shall  obtain  eternal  life;  and  it  is  connected  with  conversiou 
and  remission  of  sins,  which  will  certainl}^  end  in  eternal  sal- 
vation. Thus  it  is  said,  Repent  and  he  converted^  that  your  sins 
may  be  blotted  out,  xuhen  the  times  of  refreshing  shall  come  frovr. 
the  presence  of  the  Lordy  chap.  iii.  9.  and  for  this  reason  it  i-s 
called  a  saving  grace,  or  a  grace  that  accompanies  salvation, 
whereby  it  is  distinguished  from  that  repentance  wdiich  some 
have,  who  yet  remain  in  a  state  of  unregeneracy.  And  it  \?. 
called,  Repentance  to  salvation,  not  to  be  repented  of  2  Cor.  vii. 
10.  that  is,  it  shall  issue  well;  and  he  shall,  in  the  end,  have 
reason  to  bless  God,  and  rejoice  in  his  grace^  that  has  made 
him  partaker  of  it,  who  thus  repents* 

IV.  We  shall  now  consider  the  instrument  or  means  where- 
by the  Spirit  works  this  grace.  *  Thus  it  is  said  to  be  wrought 
in  the  heart  of  a  sinner,  by  the  word  of  God,  as  all  other 
graces  are,  except  regeneration,  as  has  been  before  observed  -. 
we  must  first  suppose  the  principle  of  grace  implanted,  and  the 
vvrord  presenting  motives,  and  arguments  leading  to  repen- 
tance; and  then  the  understanding  is  enlightened  and  disposed 
to  i-eceive  what  is  therein  imparted.  The  word  calls  sinriers  tc 
repentance.  Matt,  ix*  13*  and  therefoi-e,  when  this  grace  is 
wrought,  we  are  not  only  tsirned  by  the  power  of  God,  but  in- 
structed, Jer.  xxxi.  19.  by  the  Spirit's  setting  home  what  is 
contained  therein  whereby  we  are  led  into  the  knowledge  o£ 
those  things  v/hich  are  necessary  to  repentance.     As, 

1.  We  have  in  the  vrord  a  display  of  the  holiness  of  the  di- 
vine nature  and  law,  and  our  obligation  in  conformity  there- 
unto, to  the  exercise  of  holiness  in  heart  and  life,  as  God  says, 

*  Grace  here  is  put  for  repentance,  and  not  the  immediate  influence  on  the 

Vol.  llh  Y 
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Be  yc  holij^  for  I  am  holy^  Lev.  xi.  44-.  And  to  thJl  we  may 
add,  that  it  contains  a  display  of  the  holiness  of  God  in  hi^ 
threatenings,  which  he  has  denounced  against  every  transgres- 
s.ion  and  disobedience,  which  shall  receive  a  just  recompence 
of  reward ;  and  in  all  the  instances  of  his  punishing  sin  in 
those  who  have  exposed  themselves  thereunto,  that  hereby  he 
might  deter  men  from  it,  and  lead  them  to  repentance  :  thus 
the  apostle  speaks  of  the  kno  of  God  as  holy^  and  the  command- 
ment  hohj^just^  mid  good ^  Rom.  vii.  12,  13.  and  of  its  leading 
him  into  the  knowledge  of  sin,  by  which  means  it  appeared  to 
be  sin,  that  is,  opposite  to  an  holy  God,  and,  as  he  expresses 
it,  became  exceeding  sinful. 

2.  Hereby  persons  are  led  into  themselves ;  and  by  compa- 
ring their  hearts  and  lives  with  the  word  of  God,  are  enabled 
to  see  their  own  vileness  and  want  of  conformity  to  the  rule 
which  he  has  given  them,  the  deceitfulness  and  desperate 
wickedness  thereof,  and  what  occasion  there  is  to  abhor  them- 
selves, and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes ;  thus  the  apostle,  in  the 
place  but  now  mentioned,  speaks  of  himself  as  once  alive  xuith- 
out  the  law  ;  but  when  the  commandment  came,  sin  revived  and 
he  died,  and  concludes  himself  to  be  carnal,  sold  under  sin,  Rom. 
vii.  9,  14.  This  is  a  necer.saiy  means  leading  to  repentance. 

And  we  may  farther  add,  that  God  not  only  makes  use  of 
the  word,  but  of  his  providences  to  answer  this  end ;  therefore 
he  speaks  of  a  sinning  people,  when  carried  away  captive  into 
the  land  of  the  enemy,  as  bethinking  themselves,  and  afterwards 
repenting  and  making  supplication  to  him  therein,  1  Kings  viii. 
46, 47.  And  we  read  of  sickness  and  bodily  diseases  as  or- 
dained by  God,  to  bring  persons  to  repentance ;  thus  Elihu 
speaks  of  a  person's  being  chastened  rvitk  paiji  upon  his  hedy 
and  the  7nultitude  of  his  bones  with  strong  pain  ;  his  sold  draw- 
ing nigh  to  the  grave,  and  his  life  to  the  destroyers.  Job  xxxiii. 
19,  27,  and  then  represents  the  person  thus  chastened,  and  af- 
terwards recovered  from  his  sickness,  as  acknowledging  him- 
self to  have  siniied,  and  perverted  that  xuhich  is  right,  ayid  xh^t 
it  profited  him  not.  And  the  apostle  speaks  of  the  goodness  of 
God  in  the  various  dispensations  of  his  providence,  as  leading  to 
repentance,  Rom.  ii.  4.  But  these  dispensations  are  always  to 
be  considered  in  conjunction  with  the  word,  and  as  impressed 
on  the  conscience  of  men  by  the  Spirit,  in  order  to  their  attain- 
ing this  desirable  end. 

But  that  we  may  insist  on  this  matter  more  particularly,  y:c 
must  take  an  estimate  of  repentance,  either  as  it  is  a  common 
or  special  grace ;  in  both  these  respects  it  is  from  the  Spirit, 
and  wrought  by  the  instrumentality  of  the  word,  applied  to  the 
consciences  of  men ;  but  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  the 
one  and  the  other  in  the  application  of  the  word,  as  well  as  in 
the  effects  and  consequences  thereof. 
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^I.)  In  them  who  are  brought  under  convictions,  liut  not 
made  partakers  of  the  saving  grace  of  repentance ;  the  Holy 
Spirit  awakens,  and  fills  them  with  the  terrors  of  God,  and  the: 
dread  of  his  vengeance,  bij  the  laxv^  by  which  is  the  knoivledge 
of  sin,  and  all  the  xuorld  becomes  guilty  before  God,  Rom.  iii. 
20.  compared  with  19.  These  are  what  we  call  legal  convic- 
tions ;  whereby  the  wound  is  opened,  but  no  healing  medicine 
applied  :  the  sinner  apprehends  himself  under  a  sentence  of 
condemnation,  but  at  the  same  time  cannot  apply  any  promise 
which  may  aftbrd  hope  and  relief  to  him ;  groans  under  his 
burden,  and  knows  not  where  to  find  ease  or  comfort,  and 
dreads  the  consequence  thereof,  as  that  which  would  sink  hinx 
into  hell ;  God  appears  to  him  as  a  consimiing  fire,  his  arrows 
stick  fast  in  his  soul,  the  poison  whereof  drinketh  up  his  spi- 
rits ;  if  he  endeavours  to  shake  off  his  fears,  and  to  relieve 
himself  against  his  despairing  thoughts,  he  is  notwithstanding, 
described,  as  being  like  the  troubled  sea,  when  it  cannot  rest^ 
which  casts  forth  mire  and  dirt,  Isa.  Ivii.  20.  This  is  a  most  af- 
flictive case ;  concerning  which  it  is  said,  that  though  the  spirit 
cf  a  man  will  siistaiii  his  infirmity  ;  yet  a  wounded  spirit  wha 
caji  bear  P  Pro  v.  xviii.  14. 

Thus  it  is  v/ith  some  when  convinced  of  sin  by  the  law  :  but 
there  are  others  who  endeavour  to  quiet  their  consciences  by- 
using  indirect  methods,  thinking  to  make  atonement  for  it,  and 
by  some  instances  of  external  reformation,  to  make  God 
amends,  and  thereby  procure  his  favour,  but  to  no  purpose ; 
for  sin  taking  occasion,  bij  the  commandment,  xvorks  in  them  all 
manner  of  concupiscence,  Rom.  vii.  8.  And  if  they  grow  stu- 
pid, which  is  oftentimes  the  consequence  hereof,  their  sense  of 
sin  is  entirely  lost,  and  their  repentance  ends  in  presumption, 
and  a  great  degree  of  boldness  in  the  commission  of  all  man- 
ner of  wickedness. 

(2.)  We  shall  now  consider  how  the  Spirit  works  repent- 
ance  unto  life,  which  is  principally  insisted  on  in  this  answer. 
This  is  said  to  be  done  by  the  word  of  God ;  not  by  the  law 
without  the  gospel,  but  by  them  both,  in  which  one  is  made 
subservient  to  the  other.  The  law  shews  the  soul  its  sin,  and 
the  gospel  directs  him  where  he  may  find  a  remedy  ;  one 
wounds  and  the  other  heals  ;  the  hnv  enters,  as  the  apostle  ex- 
presses it,  that  the  offence  might  abound,  Rom.  v.  20.  but  the 
gospel  shews  him  how  grace  does  much  more  abound,  and  where 
he  may  obtain  forgiveness,  by  which  means  he  is  kept  from 
sinking  under  that  weight  of  guilt  that  lies  on  his  conscience. 
And  it  leads  him  to  hate  and  abstain  from  sin,  from  those  mo- 
tives that  are  truly  excellent ;  for  which  reason  it  is  called 
evangelical  repentance. 

Now  that  v/e  may  better  understand  the  nature  thereof,  h'« 
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ohall  consider;  how  it  differs  from  that  which  we  before  de- 
scribed, which  arises  only  from  that  conviction  of  sin,  which 
is  by  the  law,  which  a  person  may  have,  who  is  destitute  of 
this  grace  of  repentance,  which  we  are  speaking  of.    Repent- 
ance, of  what  kind  soever  it  be,  contains  in  it  a  sense  of  sin : 
but  if  it  be  such  a  sense  ot  sin,  that  the  unregenerate  person 
may  have,  this  includes  little  more  in  it  than  a  sense  of  the 
danger  and  misery  which  he  has  exposed  himself  to  by  sins 
committed.   The  principal  motives  leading  herevmto,  are  the 
ihreatenings  which  the  lav/  of  God  denounces  against  those  that 
violate  it.    Destruction  from  God  is  a  terror  to  him ;  if  this 
were  not  the  consequence  of  sin,  he  would  be  so  far  from  re- 
penting of  it,  that  it  would  be  the  object  of  his  chief  delight. 
And  that  guilt,  which  he  charges  himself  with,  is  principally 
auch,   as   arises  from  the  commission  of  the  most  notorious 
crimes,  which  expose  him  to  the  greatest  degree  of  punish- 
ment :  Avhereas,  repentance  unto  life  brings  a  soul  under  a  sense 
of  the  guilt  of  sin,  as  it  is  contrary  to  the  holy  nature  and  law 
of  God,  which  the  least,  as  well  as  the  greatest  sins,  are  oppo- 
sed to,  and  contain  a  violation  of.    And  therefore  he  charges 
himself,  not  only  with  open  sins,  which  are  detestable  in  the 
ryes  of  men ;  but  secret  sins,  which  others  have  little  or  no 
sense  of;  sins  of  omission,  as  well  as  sins  of  commission;  and 
he  is  particularly  affected  with  the  sin  of  unbelief,  inasmuch  afj 
it  contains  a  contempt  of  Christ,  and  the  grace  of  the  gospel. 
And  he  is  not  only  sensible  of  those  sins  which  break  forth  in 
his  life ;  but  that  propensity  of  nature,  whereby  he  is  inclined 
to  rebel  against  God  ;  so  that  this  sense  of  guilt,  in  some  re- 
spects, differs  from  that  which  they  are  brought  under,  who 
are  destitute  of  saving  repentance. 

But  that  in  which  they  more  especially  differ  is,  in  that  sa- 
ving repentance  contains  in  it  a  sense  of  the  filth,  and  odious 
nature  qf  sin,  and  so  considers  it  as  defiling,  or  contrarv  to  the 
holiness  of  God,  and  rendering  the  soul  worthy  to  be  abhorred 
by  him  ;  so  that  as  the  sense  of  guilt  excites  fear,  and  a  dread 
of  the  wrath  of  God,  this  fills  him  with  shame,  confusion  of 
lace,  and  self-abhorrence,  which  is  inseparablj^  connected  with 
the  grace  of  repentance  ;  accordingly  these  are  joined  together, 
as  Job  says,  /  abhor  myself^  and  repent  in  dust  and  asheSy  Job 
xlii.  6.  or,  as  when  God  promises  that  he  would  bestow  this 
grace  on  his  people,  he  says.  Then  shall  ye  remember  your  own 
roil  xva'fS,  and  your  doings^  that  'were  not  good^  and  shall  loathe 
^'ourselves  in  your  ozvn  sights  for  your  iniquities^  and  for  your 
abominations y  Ezek.  xxxvi.  31.  As  before  this  they  set  too 
high  a  value  upon  themselves,  and  were  ready  to  palliate  and 
excuse  their  crimes,  or  insist  on  their  innocence,  though  their 
:nJnrjty  rras  written  in  legible  chariictcrs,  as  with  a  pen  of  iron,. 
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r;nd  the  point  of  a  diamond,  and  to  say  with  Ephraim,  In  all 
my  labour  they  shall  find  none  iniquity  in  me  that  were  sin^ 
Hos.  xii.  8.  or,  as  the  prophet  Jeremiah  says,  concerning  a  re- 
bellious people,  that  though  in  their  skirts  xvere  found  the  blood 
of  the  souls  of  the  poor  innocents  ;  yet  they  had  the  front  to  say. 
Because  I  am  innocent^  surely  his  anger  shall  turn  from  me^  Jer. 
ii.  34,  Z5.  Notwithstanding,  when  God  brings  them  to  repent- 
ance, and  heals  their  backslidings ;  they  express  themselves  in 
a  very  different  way  ;  We  lie  down  in  our  shame^  and  our  con- 
fusion covers  us  ;  for  we  have  sinned  against  the  Lord  our  God, 
chap.  iii.  25.  Now  this  is  such  an  ingredient  in  true  repent- 
ance, which  is  not  to  be  found  in  that  which  falls  short  of  it : 
the  sinner  is  afraid  of  punishment  indeed,  or,  it  may  be,  he  may 
be  filled  with  shame,  because  of  the  reproach  which  attends  his 
vile  and  notorious  crimes  in  the  eyes  of  the  world ;  yet  he  is 
not  ashamed,  or  confounded,  as  considering  how  vile  he  has 
rendered  himself  hereby,  in  the  eye  of  an  holy  God. 

There  is  another  thing  which  is  farther  observed  in  this  an- 
swer, which  is  an  ingredient  in  repentance  unto  life,  in  which 
respect  it  is  connected  with  faith,  inasmuch  as  he  apprehends 
the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ  to  such  as  are  penitent ;  and  this 
effectually  secures  him  from  that  despair  which  sometimes  at- 
tends a  legal  repentance,  as  was  before  observed,  as  well  as 
affords  him  relief  against  the  sense  of  guilt  with  which  this 
grace  is  attended.  The  difference  between  legal  and  evangelical 
repentance,  does  not  so  much  consist  in  that  one  represents  sin, 
as  more  aggravated ;  nor  docs  it  induce  him  that  thus  repents, 
to  think  himself  a  greater  sinner  than  the  other ;  for  the  true 
penitent  is  ready  to  confess  himself  the  chief  of  sinners.  He 
is  far  from  extenuating  his  sin,  being  ready,  on  all  occasions, 
to  charge  himself  with  more  guilt  than  others  are  generally 
sensible  of:  but  that  which  he  depends  upon  as  his  only  com- 
fort and  support  is  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ,  or  the  consi- 
deration that  there  is  forgiveness  with  him,  that  he  may  be 
feared ;  this  is  that  which  affords  the  principal  motive  and  en- 
couragenjent  to  repentance,  and  has  a  tendency  to  excite  the 
various  acts  thereof;  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

V.  What  are  the  various  acts  of  this  repentance  unto  life ; 
or  what  are  the  fruits  and  effects  produced  thereby. 

1.  The  soul  is  filled  with  hatred  of  sin.  When  he  looks  back 
on  his  past  life,  he  bewails  what  cannot  now  be  avoided  ; 
charges  himself  with  folly  and  madness,  and  wishes  (though 
this  be  to  no  purpose)  that  he  had  done  many  things  which  he 
has  omitted,  and  avoided  those  sins,  together  with  the  occa- 
^iions  thereof,  which  he  has  committed,  the  guilt  Avhereof  lies 
with  great  weight  upon  him.  How  glad  would  he  be  if  lost 
seasons  and  opportunities  of  grace  might  be  recalled,  and  the 


174i  OF  REPtNTAN'Ct  UNIO  lli£. 

talents,  that  vrerc  once  put  into  his  hand,  though  misimprovcd, 
regained !  But  all  these  wishes  are  in  vain.  However,  these 
are  the  after-thoughts  which  will  arise  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  are  brought  under  a  sense  of  sin.  Sin  Avounds  the  soul ; 
the  Spirit  of  God,  when  convincing  thereof,  opens  the  wound, 
and  causes  a  person  to  feel  the  smart  of  it,  and  gives  him  to 
know,  that  it  is  an  evil  thing-,  and  bitter^  that  he  has  forsaken  the 
Lord  his  God,  Jer.  ii.  19.  This  sometimes  depresses  the  spirits, 
and  causes  him  to  walk  softly,  to  set  alone  and  keep  silence^ 
Lam.  iii.  28.  being  filled  with  that  uneasiness  which  is  very 
afflictive  to  him.  At  other  times  it  gives  vent  to  itself  in  tears, 
as  the  Ps;xlmist  expresses  it,  J  am  rveary  zvith  my  groaning'^ 
all  the  night  make  I  my  bed  to  swim  ;  I  mater  my  couch  xvith 
inij  tears,  Psal.  vi.  6.  In  this  case  the  only  thing  that  gives 
him  relief  or  comfort  is,  that  the  guilt  of  sin  is  removed  by 
the  blood  of  Christ,  which  tends  to  quiet  his  spirit,  Avhich  would 
otherwise  be  swallov/ed  up  with  overmuch  sorrow. 

And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  sin  is  always  the  object  of  his 
detestation,  even  when  there  is  an  abatement  of  that  grief, 
which,  by  the  divine  supports  and  comforts  he  is  fenced  a- 
gainst :  he  hates  sin,  not  barely  because  of  the  sad  consequen- 
ces thereof,  but  as  it  is  in  itself  the  object  of  abhorrence ;  and 
therefore  his  heart  is  set  agninst  all  sin,  as  the  Psalmist  says, 
I  hate  every  false  rvay,  Psal.  cxix.  104.  This  hatred  discovers 
itself  by  putting  him  upon  flying  from  it,  together  with  all  the 
occasions  thereof,  or  incentives  to  it.  He  not  only  abstains  from 
those  sins  which  they  who  have  little  more  than  the  remains  of 
moral  virtue  are  ashamed  of,  and  afraid  to  commit,  but  hates 
every  thing  that  has  in  it  the  appearance  of  sin,  and  this  hatred 
is  irreconcileable.  As  forgiveness  does  not  make  sin  less  odious 
in  its  own  nature,  so  the  experience  that  he  has  of  the  grace  of 
God  herein,  or  whatever  measures  of  peace  he  enjoys,  whereby 
his  grief  and  sorrow  is  assuaged,  yet  still  his  hatred  of  it  not 
only  remains,  but  increases  :  and,  as  the  consequence  hereof, 

2.  He  turns  from  sin  unto  God ;  he  first  hates  sin,  and  then 
flies  from  it,  as  seeing  it  to  be  the  spring  of  all  his  grief  and 
fears,  that  which  separates  between  him  and  his  God.  Thus 
Ephraim,  when  brought  to  repentance,  is  represented  as  say- 
ing, What  have  I  to  do  any  more  zvith  idols,  Hos.  xiv.  8.  re- 
flecting on  his  past  conduct,  when  addicted  to  them,  with  a 
kind  of  indignation;  so  the  true  penitent,  who  has  hitherto 
been  walking  in  those  paths  that  lead  to  death  and  destruction, 
now  enquires  after  the  way  of  holiness,  and  the  paths  of  peace; 
as  he  has  hitherto  walked  contrary  to  God,  now  he  desires  to 
walk  with  him  ;  and  having  wearied  himself  in  the  greatness  of 
his  way,  and  seeing  no  fruit  in  those  things  whereof  he  is  now 
ashamed;  and  being  brought  into  the  utmost  straits,  he  deter- 
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mines  to  retuin  to  his  God  and  Father.  And  in  domg  this  he 
purposes  and  endeavourr,  to  walk  with  him  in  all  the  ways  of 
new  obedience,  as  the  apostle  exhorts  those  who  had  received 
good  by  his  ministry,  that  xvith  purpose  of  heart  they  rvoitld 
cleave  unto  the  Lord^  Acts  xi.  23.  This  purpose  is  not  like  those 
hasty  resolutions  which  unconverted  sinners  make  when  God 
is  hedging  up  their  way  with  thorns,  and  they  are  under  the 
most  distressing  apprehensions  of  his  wrath.  Then  they  say  as 
the  people  did  to  Joshua,  We  imll  serve  the  Lord^  Josh.  xxiv. 
22.  though  they  are  not  sensible  how  difficult  it  is  to  fulfil  the 
engagements  which  they  lay  themselves  under,  nor  of  the  de- 
ceitfulness  of  their  own  hearts,  and  the  need  they  stand  in  of 
grace  from  God,  to  enable  them  so  to  do.  This  purpose  t6 
walk  with  God,  does  not  so  much  respect  what  a  person  will 
do  hereafter;  but  it  contains  a  resolution  which  is  iramediatci- 
ly  put  in  execution,  and  so  is  opposed  to  his  former  obstinacy, 
when  determining  to  go  on  in  the  way  of  his  own  heart.  Thus 
the  prodigal  son,  in  the  parable,  no  sooner  resolved  that  he 
would  arise  and  go  to  his  Father^  Luke  xv.  18,  compared  with 
20.  but  he  arose  and  went.  True  repentance  is  always  atten- 
ded with  endeavours  after  new  obedience,  so  that  a  person  lavs 
aside  that  sloth  and  indolence  which  was  inconsistent  v;ith  his 
setting  a  due  value  on,  or  improving  the  means  of  grace;  and, 
as  the  result  hereof,  he  now  exerts  himself,  with  ail  his  might, 
in  pursuing  after  those  things,  whereby  he  may  approve  him- 
self God's  faithful  servant ;  and  hereby  he  discovers  the  sin- 
cerity of  his  repentance ;  which  he  does,  or  rather  is  enabled  to 
do,  by  that  grace,  which  at  first  began,  and  then  carries  on  this 
Avork  in  the  soul,  whereby  he  has  his  fruit  unto  holiness^  and 
the  end  thereof  everlasting  life,  Rom.  vi.  22. 

From  what  has  been  said  concerning  repentance,  we  may 
infer, 

(1.)  That  since  it  is  a  grace  that  accompanies  salvation,  ano 
consequently  is  absolutely  necessary  thereunto,  it  is  an  instance 
of  unwarrantable  and  bold  presumption,  for  impenitent  sinners 
to  expect,  that  they  shall  be  made  partakers  of  the  benefitrr 
which  Christ  has  purchased,  while  they  continue  in  a  state  of 
enmity,  opposition,  and  rebellion  against  him  ;  or  that  they  shall 
be  saved  by  him  in  their  sins,  without  being  saved  from  them  ; 
for  he  that  covereth  his  sins  shall  not  prosper  ;  but  zvhoso  eon- 
fesseth  and  forsaieth  them,  shall  have  mercij,  Prov.  xxviii.  13- 

(2.)  Since  repentance  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  and  his  gift, 
we  infer,  that  whatever  endeavours  we  are  obliged  ta  use,  or 
whatever  motives  or  inducements  are  given  to  lead  us  hereunto,, 
we  must  not  conclude,  that  it  is  in  our  own  power  to  repent 
when  wc  please  ;  and  therefore  it  should  be  the  matter  of  our 
earnest  and  constant  prayer  to  God,  that  he  would  iuru  our 
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hearts,  give  us  a  true  sight  and  sense  of  sin,  accompanied  with 
faith  in  Christ,  as  Ephraim  is  represented,  saying,   Turn  thou- 
vie^  and  I  shall  be  turned^  Jer.  xxxi.  18. 

(3.)  Let  not  those  that  have  a  distressing  sense  of  their  for- 
mer sins,  how  great  soever  they  have  been,  give  way  to  despair- 
ing thoughts  ;  but  lay  hold  on  the  mercy  of  God  in  Christ,  ex- 
tended to  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  improve  it  to  encourage  them 
to  hate  sin,  and  forsake  it  from  evangelical  motives,  which  will 
have  a  tendency  to  remove  their  fears  while  they  look  on  God, 
not  as  a  sin-revenging  Judge,  but  a  reconciled  Father,  ready 
and  willing  to  receive  those  who  return  to  him  with  unfeigned 
repentance. 

(4.)  Since  we  daily  commit  sin,  it  follows  from  hence,  that 
we  stand  in  need  of  daily  repentance  :  and  this  being  a  branch 
of  sanctification,  as  sanctification  is  a  progressive  work,  so  is  re- 
pentance. We  are  not  to  expect  that  sin  should  be  wholly  ex- 
tirpated, while  we  are  in  this  imperfect  state  ;  and  therefore  it 
is  constantly  to  be  bewailed,  and,  by  the  grace  of  God  working 
effectually  in  us,  avoided  ;  that,  as  the  result  hereof,  \ve  may 
have  a  comfortable  hope  that  that  promise  shall  be  fulfilled, 
They  that  soxv  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy,  Psal.  cxxvi.  5. 


Quest.  LXXVII.  Wherein  do  justification  and  sanctijicatiQii. 
differ  P 

Answ.  Although  sanctification  be  inseparably  joined  with  jus- 
tification ;  yet  they  differ,  in  that  God  in  justification,  impu- 
teth  the  righteousness  of  Christ,  in  sanctification  his  Spirit 
infuseth  grace,  and  enableth  to  the  exercise  thereof;  in  the 
former  sin  is  pardoned,  in  the  other  it  is  subdued  ;  the  one 
doth  equally  free  all  believers  from  the  revenging  wrath  cf 
God,  and  that  perfectly  in  this  life,  that  they  never  fall  into 
condemnation,  the  other  is  neither  equal  in  all,  nor  in  this 
life  perfect  in  any,  but  growing  up  to  perfection. 

THIS  answer  being  principally  a  recapitulation  of  %vhat  ir. 
contained  in  those  that  have  been  already  insisted  on^ 
wherein  the  doctrine  of  justification  and  sanctification  are  par- 
ticularly explained,  we  shall  not  much  enlarge  on  it ;  but  since 
there  are  some  who  suppose  that  one  of  these  graces  may  be  at- 
tained without  the  other  ;  and  others  confovmd  them,  asthouglf 
to  be  justified  and  to  be  sanctified  implied  the  same  thing  ;  we 
shall  briefly  consider, 

I.  That  which  is  supposed  in  this  answer,  namely,  that  sanc- 
tification and  justification  are  inseparably  joined  together;  and 
accordinglv,  no  one  has  a  warrant  to  claim  one  v/ithout  t]\e. 
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Other  :  This  appears  in  that  they  are  graces  that  accompany  sal- 
vation. When  the  apostle  connects  justification  and  effectual 
calling  together,  in  the  golden  chain  ol  our  salvation,  Rom. 
viii.  30.  he  includes  sanctification  in  this  calling.  And  else- 
where, when  Christ  is  said  to  be  made  ri^hieousness  and  redemp- 
tion to  us  lor  our  justification,  he  is,  at  the  same  time,  said  to 
be  made  wisdo7n  and  sanctification.,  1  Cor.  i.  31.  and  we  are 
said  to  be  saved  by  the  washi?ig-  of  regeneration  and  renexviiig^ 
of  the  Holij  Ghost.,  Tit.  iii.  5.  which  is  the  beginning  of  the 
work  of  sanctification ;  that  being  justified  by  his  grace.,  we 
should  be  inade  heirs  according  to  the  hope  of  eternal  life  ;  and 
speaking  of  some  who  were  once  great  sinners,  and  afterwards 
made  true  believers,  he  says,  concerning  them,  that  they  were 
■washed.,  sanctified.,  a7id justified  in  the  natne  of  the  Lord  jfesus^ 
and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.,  1  Cor.  vi.  11.  And  when  God 
promises  to  pardon  undpass  by  the  transgression  of  the  remnant 
of  his  heritage,  Micah  vii.  18,  19.  he  also  gives  them  ground 
to  expect  that  he  would  subdue  their  iniquities;  the  former  is 
done  in  justification,  the  latter  in  sanctification. 

From  the  connexion  that  there  is  between  justification  and 
sanctification,  we  infer ;  that  no  one  has  ground  to  conclude 
that  his  sins  are  pardoned,  and  that  he  shall  be  saved  while  he 
is  in  an  unsanctified  state  ;  for  as  this  tends  to  turn  the  grace  of 
God  into  wantonness,  so  it  separates  what  he  has  joined  to- 
gether, and  it  is  a  certain  evidence  that  they  who  thus  divide 
them,  are  neither  justified  nor  sanctified.  Let  us  therefore  give 
diligence  to  evince  the  truth  of  our  justification,  by  our  sancti- 
fication, or  that  we  have  a  right  and  title  to  Christ's  righteous- 
ness, by  the  life  of  faith,  and  the  exercise  of  all  those  other  gra- 
ces that  accompany  or  flow  from  it. 

II.  We  have,  in  this  answer,  an  account  of  some  things  in 
which  justification  and  sanctification  differ,  as, 

1.  In  justification  God  imputes  the  righteousness  of  Christ 
to  us  ;  whereas,  in  sanctification  the  Spirit  infuseth  grace,  and 
enableth  to  the  exercise  thereof.  What  it  is  for  God  to  impute 
Christ's  righteousness  hath  been  before  considered ;  the  only 
thing  that  we  shall  now  observe  is,  that  the  righteousness  where- 
by we  are  justified,  is,  without  us,  wrought  out  by  Christ,  for 
us  ;  so  that  it  is  by  his  obedience,  as  the  apostle  expresses  it, 
that  rve  arc  made  righteous,  Rom.  v.  19^  and  that  which  Christ 
did  as  our  Surety,  is  placed  to  our  account,  and  accepted  by 
the  justice  of  God,  as  though  it  had  been  done  by  us,  as  has 
been  before  observed  :  Whereas,  in  sanctification,  the  graces 
of  the  Spirit  are  wrought  and  excited  in  us,  we  are  denomina-' 
ted  holy,  and  our  right  to  eternal  life  is  evinced^  though  not 
procured. 

2.  In  justification  sin  is  pardoned,  in  sanctification  it  is  r>ub- 
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dued  ;  the  former  takes  av.-ay  the  guilt  thereof,  the  latter  its 
itigning  poAver.  Where  sin  is  pardoned,  it  shall  not  be  our 
ruin ;  l)ut  yet  it  gives  us  daily  disturbance  and  uneasmess,  makes 
work  for  repentance,  and  is  to  be  opposed  by  our  dying  to  it^ 
and  living  to  righteousness.  This  is  therefore  sufficiently  dis- 
thiguished  from  justification,  which  is  also  to  be  considered  as 
a  motive  or  inducement  leading  to  it. 

3.  They  differ,  in  that  justification  equally  frees  all  believers 
froDi  the  avenging  wrath  of  God,  in  which  respect  it  is  perfect 
in  tliis  life,  so  that  a  justified  person  shall  never  fall  into  con- 
demnation ;  whereas,  the  work  of  sanctification  is  not  equal 
in  all,  nor  perfect  in  this  lite,  but  growing  up  to  perfection. 
For  the  understanding  of  which,  let  us  consider,  that  when  we 
speak  of  justification  as  perfect  in  this  life,  or  say,  that  all  are 
equally  justified,  we  mean,  that  where  God  forgives  one  sin, 
he  forgives  all  ;  so  that  there  is  ?io  condemnation  to  them  which 
are  ill  Christ  jfesus^  as  the  apostle  says,  chap.  viii.  1.  and  he 
adds,  JFho  shall  laij  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God''s  elect?  it 
:s  God  that  justificth ;  -who  vj  he  that  condcmneth?  it  is  Christ 
that  died^  ver.  33,  34.  Were  it  not  so,  a  person  might  be  said 
lobe  justified,  and  not  have  a  right  to  eternal  life,  which  implies 
a  contradiction  ;  for  though  he  might  be  acquitted,  as  to  the 
guilt  charged  upon  him  by  one  indictment,  he  would  be  con- 
demned by  that  which  is  contained  in  another. 

We  may  from  hence  infer,  that  all  justified  persons  have  an 
equal  right  to  conclude  themselves  discharged  from  guilt,  and 
the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law  of  God  ;  though  all  cannot 
see  their  right  to  claim  this  privilege  by  reason  of  the  -weakness 
of  their  faith.  As  for  sanctification,  that,  on  the  otlier  hand, 
is  far  from  being  equal  in  all  ;  since  the  best  of  believers  have 
reason  to  complain  of  the  weakness  of  their  faith,  and  the  imper- 
fection of  all  other  graces  which  are  wrought  in  them  by  the 
Spirit.  If  it  be  enquired  from  whence  this  imperfection  of 
sanctification  arises,  that  is  the  subject  of  the  following  answer. 


Quest.  .LXXVIII.  Whence  ariseth  the  imperfection  of  sancti- 
fication in  believers  '? 

Answ.  The  imperfection  of  sanctification  in  believers,  arisct': 
from  the  remains  of  sin  abiding  in  every  part  of  them,  and 
the  perpetual  lustings  of  the  flesh  against  the  spirit,  where- 
by they  are  often  foiled  with  temptations,  and  fall  into  ma- 
ny sins,  are  hindered  in  all  their  spiritual  services,  and  their 
best  works  arc  imperfect  and  defiled  in  the  sight  of  God. 

IN  this  answer  we  may  consider, 
I.  That  there  is  something  supposed,  namely,  that  the 
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work  of  sanctificalion  is  imperfect  in  this  life,  or  that  there  are 
the  remnants  of  sin  still  abiding  in  the  best  of  men. 

II.  In  what  the  imperfection  of  sanctification  more  cspv- 
"iaiiy  discovers  itself;  and  in  particular,  what  we  are  to  iin 
derstand  by  the  lusting  of  the  flesh  against  the  Spirit.     And, 

III.  The  consequences  hereof,  to  wit,  their  being  foiled 
with  temptations,  falling  into  many  sins,  and  being  hindered  in 
their  spiritual  services. 

I.  As  to  the  thing  supposed  in  this  answer,  that  the  work 
of  sanctification  is  imperfect  in  this  life  :  This  must  be  allow- 
ed by  all  who  are  not  strangers  to  themselves,  as  it  is  said. 
There  is  tiot  a  just  man  upon  the  earth  that  doth  good  and  ain- 
7\eth  not,  Eccl.  vii.  20.  hne  gold  is  not  without  a  mixture  of 
some  baser  metal,  or  alloy  ;  even  so  our  best  frames  of  spirit, 
when  we  think  ourselves  nearest  heaven,  or  when  we  have  most 
communion  with  God,  are  not  without  a  tincture  of  indwelling 
sin,  that  is  easy  to  be  discerned  in  us.  Whatever  grace  we  ex- 
ercise, there  ai'e  some  defects  attending  it,  either  with  respect 
to  the  manner  of  its  exerting  itself,  or  the  degree  thereof; 
therefore  perfection,  how  desirable  soever  it  be,  is  a  blessing 
which  we  cannot,  at  present,  attain  to  :  And  if  it  be  thus  with 
us,  when  at  the  best,  we  shall  find,  that  at  other  times,  corrupt 
nature  not  only  discovers  itself,  but  gives  us  great  interruption 
and  disturbance,  so  that  the  work  of  sanctification  seems  to  bv*, 
as  it  were,  at  a  stand,  and  we  are  hereby  induced  to  question 
the  truth  and  sincerity  of  our  graces  ;  and  if,  notwithstanding 
this,  we  have  sufficient  ground  to  conclude,  that  our  heaits  are 
right  with  God ;  yet  we  are  obliged  to  say  with  the  apostle,  that 
we  ?ixe  carnal^  soldunder  sin ;  and  that,  xvhcnxve  tvould do good^ 
evil,  is  present  xvith  us^  Rom.  vii.  14.  compared  with  21.  which 
is  an  undeniable  argument  of  the  imperfection  of  the  work  of 
sarictification. 

The  contrary  opinion  to  this  is  maintained  by  many  who  pre- 
tend that  perfection  is  attainable  in  this  life  ;  and  to  give  coun- 
tenance hereunto,  they  refer  to  some  scriptures,  in  which  per- 
sons are  characterized  as  perfect  men ;  and  others  wherein  per- 
fection is  represented  as  a  duty  incumbent  on  us  ;  as  our  Sa- 
viour says.  Be  ye  perfect^  even  as  your  Father  xvhich  is  in  hea- 
ven is  perfect,  Matt.  v.  48.  and  the  apostle,  in  his  valedictory 
exhortation  to  the  church,  advises  them  to  be  perfect,  as  well 
as  oforie  mind ;  as  they  expected  that  the  God  of  love  and 
peace  should  be  with  them,  2  Cor.  xiii.  11. 

But  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  these  scriptures  do  not 
speak  of  a  sinless  perfection,  but  of  such  a  perfection  as  is  op- 
posed to  hypocrisy ;  as  Hezekiah  says  concerning  himself,  that 
he  h-dd  xual'ked  before  the  Lord  in  truth,  andxvith  a  perfect  heart,^ 
Isa.  xxxviii.  n.     Accordingly,  the  perfection  of  tho'^e  who  ^T" 
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thus  described  in  scripture,  is  explained  as  denoting  their  up- 
rightness. Thus  Job  is  described,  as  a  perfect  and  vpright 
vian^  one  that  feared  God  and  eschewed  enil^  Job  i.  1.  compared 
with  8.  though  he  elsewhere  disclaims  any  pretensions  to  a 
sinless  perfection;  as  he  expresses  himself.  If  I  say  I  am  pet' 
fect^  mine  oxvn  mouth  shall  prove  me  perverse^  chap.  ix.  20. 
And  when  Noah  is  said  to  be  perfect  in  his  generations  this  is 
explained  as  denoting  that  he  was  a  Just  or  an  hoJy  man^  and 
one  that  walked  with  God^  Gen.  vi.  9. 

As  for  other  scriptures,  which  speak  of  perfection  as  a  duty 
incumbent  on  us,  they  are  to  be  understood  concerning  the  per- 
fection of  grace,  as  to  those  essential  parts  thereof,  without 
whicii  it  could  not  be  denominated  true  and  genuine,  and  not 
as  respecting  a  perfection  of  degrees.  True  grace  is  perfect 
indeed,  as  it  contains  in  it  those  necessary  ingredients,  where- 
by an  action  is  denominated  good  in  all  its  circumstances,  in 
opposition  to  that  which  is  so,  only  in  some  respects  ;  and 
therefore  it  must  proceed  from  a  good  principle,  an  heart  re- 
newed by  regenerating  grace  ;  it  must  be  agreeable  to  the  rule 
which  God  has  prescribed  in  the  gospel,  and  be  performed  in 
a  right  manner,  and  for  right  ends  :  Thus  a  person  may  be 
said  to  be  a  perfect  man,  in  like  manner  as  a  new-born  infant 
is  denominated  a  man,  as  having  all  the  essential  perfections 
of  the  human  nature  ;  though  not  arrived  to  that  perfection,  in 
other  respects,  which  it  shall  afterwards  attain  to  :  According- 
ly grace,  when  described,  in  scripture,  as  perfect,  is  sometime.^ 
explained  as  alluding  to  a  metaphor,  taken  from  a  state  of  per- 
fect manhood,  in  opposition  to  that  of  children  :  Thus  the  apos- 
tle speaks  of  some,  whom  he  represents,  as  being  of  full  ag-e  ; 
where  the  same  word  is  used  *,  which  is  elsewhere  rendered 
perfect ;  and  these  ai-e  opposed  to  others  whom  he  had  before 
been  speaking  of,  as  weak  believers,  or  babes  in  Christ,  Heb. 
V.  13,  14.  And  elsK%vherc  he  speaks  of  the  church,  which  he 
styles  the  bodij  of  Christy  as  arrived  to  a  state  of  manhood,  and 
so  calls  it  a  perfect  man;  having  attained  the  measure  of  the 
stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ  ;  still  ^lluding  to  that  stature 
which  persons  arrive  to  when  they  are  adult ;  and  these  he  op- 
poses in  the  following  v/ords,  to  children,  who,  through  the 
weakness  of  their  faith,  were  liable  to  be  tossed  to  andfro^  and 
carried  about  xvith  evenj  xvind  of  doctrine^  Eph.  iv.  13,  14. 
And  in  other  places,  where  Christians  are  described  as  perfect, 
there  is  a  word  used,  which  signifies  their-  having  that  internal 
furniture  whereby  they  arc  prepared  or  disposed  to  do  what  is 
good  :  Thus  the  apostle  speaks  of  the  man  of  God  \icm^perfect\^ 
that  is,  throughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works^  2  Tim.  iii.  17. 
And  elsewhere  he  prays,  for  those  to  whom  he  writes,  that 
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God  would  7nake  them  perfect  in^  or  for  every  good  ivork^  to 
the  end  that  they  may  do  his  xvill  *,  which  is  such  a  perfection 
as  is  necessary  to  our  putting  forth  any  act  of  grace  ;  and  there- 
fore it  does  not  in  the  least  infer  that  perfection  which  they 
plead  for,  whom  we  are  now  opposing. 

And,  indeed,  it  is  not  barely  the  sense  they  give  of  those 
scriptures  that  speak  of  persons  being  perfect,  which  they  can- 
not but  suppose  may  be  otherwise  understood,  that  gives  them 
occasion  to  defend  this  doctrine ;  but  the  main  thing  on  which 
it  is  founded,  is,  that  God  does  not  require  sinless  perfection 
of  fallen  man,  inasmuch  as  that  is  impossible ;  and  therefoi'c 
he  calls  that  perfection,  which  includes  in  it  our  using  those 
endeavours  to  lead  a  good  life,  which  are  in  our  own  power. 
This  is  agreeable  to  the  Pelagian  scheme,  and  to  that  which 
the  Papists  maintain,  who  make  farther  advances  on  the  Pela- 
gian hypothesis ;  and  assert,  not  only  that  men  may  attain  per- 
fection in  this  life,  but  that  they  may  arrive  to  such  a  degree 
thereof,  as  exceeds  the  demands  of  the  law,  and  perform  works 
of  supererogation ;  which  doctrine  is  calculated  to  establish 
that  of  justification  by  works. 

But  that  which  may  be  alleged  in  opposition  hereunto,  is, 
that  it  is  disagreeable  to  the  divine  perfections,  and  a  notori- 
ous making  void  the  law  of  God,  to  assert  that  our  obligation 
to  yield  perfect  obedience,  ceases,  because  we  have  lost  our 
power  to  perform  it ;  as  though  a  person's  being  insolvent, 
were  a  sufficient  excuse  for  his  not  paying  a  just  debt.  We 
must  distinguish  between  God's  demanding  perfect  obedience, 
as  an  out-standing  debt,  which  is  consistent  with  the  glory  of 
his  holiness  and  sovereignty,  as  a  law-giver ;  and  his  deter- 
mining that  we  shall  not  be  saved,  unless  we  perform  it  in  our 
own  persons  :  and  we  also  distinguish  between  his  connecting 
a  right  to  eternal  life  with  our  performing  perfect  obedience,  as 
what  he  might  justly  insist  on  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
iirst  covenant,  as  our  Saviour  tells  the  young  man  in  the  gos- 
pel, If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life  keep  the  coinmandmejits^  Matt. 
xix.  16.  and  his  resolving  that  we  shall  not  be  saved,  unless 
we  are  able  to  perform  it.  The  gospel  purposes  another  exr 
pedient,  namely,  that  they  who  were  obliged  to  yield  perfect 
obedience,  and  ought  to  be  humbled  for  their  inability  to  per- 
form it,  should  depend  on  Christ's  righteousness,  which  is  the 
foundation  of  their  right  to  eternal  life,  in  which  respect  they 
are  said  to  be  perfect,  or  covipleat  in  Itim^  Col.  ii.  10.  which  is 
the  only  just  notion  of  perfection,  as  attainable  in  this  life  :  and, 
to  conclude  this  head,  it  is  very  unreasonable  for  a  person  to 
suppose  that  God  will  abate  some  part  of  the  debt  of  perfect 

•  The  -word  is  nxlsLpliTxi ;  luhich  aigmfiex  to  give  them  an  internal  disposition  or 
^tnee^^r  theiperformance  ^f'fke  tbiti^  ^hichtlmi'ntre.  -to  enrage  in,  Bth.  xiii,  Jl. 
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obedience,  and  no  to  call  our  performing  those  works,  which 
have  many  imperfections  adhering  to  them,  a  state  of  perfec- 
tion, which  is  to  make  it  an  easier  matter  to  be  a  Christian 
than  God  has  made  it.  Thus  concerning  the  thing  supposed 
in  this  answer,  viz.  that  the  work  of  sanctification  is  imperfect 
in  this  life. 

But  before  we  dismiss  tliis  head,  we  shall  enquire,  why  God 
does  not  bring  this  work  to  perfection  at  once,  which  he  could 
easily  have  done,  and,  as  it  is  certain,  will  do,  when  he  brings 
the  soul  to  heaven.  In  answer  to  which,  we  shall  consider  in 
general,  that  it  is  not  meet  for  us  to  say  unto  God,  Why  dost 
thou  thus  ?  espcciallv  considering  that  this,  as  well  as  many  of 
his  other  works,  is  designed  to  display  the  glory  of  his  sove- 
reignty, which  very  eminently  appears  in  the  beginning,  carry- 
ing on,  and  perfecting  the  work  of  grace  :  we  may  as  well  ask 
the  reason,  why  he  did  not  begin  the  work  of  sanctification 
sooner  ?  or,  why  he  makes  use  of  this  or  that  instrument,  or 
means,  to  effect  it  rather  than  another  ?  which  things  are  to  be 
resolved  into  his  own  pleasure :  but  since  it  is  evident  that  he 
does  not  bring  this  work  to  perfection  in  this  world,  we  may 
adore  his  wisdom  herein,  as  well  as  his  sovereignty.     For, 

1.  Hereby  he  gives  his  people  occasion  to  exercise  repen- 
tance and  godly  sorrow  for  their  former  sins  committed  before 
they  were  converted.  Perfect  holiness  would  admit  of  no  oc- 
casion to  bring  past  sins  to  remembrance ;  whereas,  when  we 
sin  daily,  and  have  daily  need  of  the  exercise  of  repentance 
and  godly  sorrow,  this  gives  us  a  more  sensible  view  of  past 
sins.  When  corrupt  nature  discovers  itself  in  those  that  are 
converted,  they  take  occasion  hereby  to  consider  how  they  have 
been  transgressors  from  the  womb ;  as  David,  when  he  repent- 
ed of  his  sin  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  at  the  same  time  that  he 
aggravated  the  guilt  of  his  crime,  as  it  justly  deserved,  he  calls 
to  mind  his  former  sins,  from  his  very  infancy,  and  charges 
that  guilt  upon  himself  which  he  brought  into  the  world;  Be- 
hold I  was  shapen  in  iniqintij^ond  iii  si7i  didfnij  ynother  conceive 
?wf,  Psal.  li.  5.  And  when  Job  considers  God's  afflictive  pro- 
vidences towards  him,  as  designed  to  bring  sin  to  remem- 
brance, and  desires  that  he  v/ould  make  him  to  knoiv  his  trans- 
gression and  his  sin ;  he  adds,  Thou  zvritest  bitter  things  ar 
gainst  me,  and  makest  me  to  possess  the  iniquities  of  my  ijouth^ 
Job.  xiii.  23,  26.  sins  committed  after  conversion  were  brought 
to  mind,  and  ordered  as  a  means  to  humble  him  for  those  that 
were  committed  before  it.  As  for  sins  committed  before  con- 
version, they  could  i^t,  at  that  time,  be  said  truly  to  be  re- 
pented of,  since  that  would  be  to  suppose  the  grace  of  repen- 
tance antecedent  to  conversion;  therefore  if  the  work  of  sanc- 
tification were  to  be  immediately  brought  to  perfection^  this 
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perfect  holiness  would  be  as  much  attended  with  perfect  hap- 
piness, as  it  is  in  heaven,  and  consequently  godly  sorrow  would 
be  no  more  exercised  on  earth,  than  it  is  there  j  whereas  God, 
in  ordering  the  gradual  progress  ot  the  work  of  sanctification, 
attended  v/ith  the  remainders  of  sin,  gives  occasion  to  many 
huuibling  reflections,  tending  to  excite  unleigned  repentance, 
not  only  for  those  sins  committed  after  they  had  experienced 
the  grace  of  God ;  but  for  those  great  lengths  they  ran  in  sin 
before  they  had  tasted  that  the  Lord  was  gracious ;  and  there- 
fore he  does  not  bring  the  work  of  sanctification  to  perfection 
in  this  present  world. 

2.  Another  reason  of  this  dispensation  of  providence,  is,  that 
believers,  from  their  own  experience  of  the  breakings  forth  of 
corruption,  together  v/ith  the  guilt  they  contract  thereby,  and 
the  advantage  they  receive  in  gaining  any  victory  over  it,  raay 
be  furnished  to  administer  suitable  advice,  and  give  warning-; 
to  those  who  are  in  a  state  of  unregeneracy,  that  they  may  be 
persuaded  to  see  the  evil  of  sin,  which,  at  present,  they  do  not. 

3.  God  farther  orders  this,  that  he  may  give  occasion  to  his 
people  to  exercise  a  daily  conflict  with  indv/elling  sin.  He 
suflers  it  to  give  them  great  disturbance  and  uneasiness,  thar. 
hereby  they  may  be  induced  to  endeavour  to  mortify  it,  and  be 
found  in  the  exercise  of  those  graces  which  are  adapted  to  an 
imperfect  state,  such  as  cannot  be  exercised  in  heaven ;  nor 
could  they  be  exercised  here  on  earth,  were  they  to  be  brought, 
into  and  remain  while  here  in  a  sinless  state ;  particularly 
there  could  not  be  any  acts  of  faith,  in  managing  that  conflict, 
whereby  they  endeavour  to  stand  their  ground  while  exposed 
to  those  dilliculties  that  arise  from  the  perpetual  lustings  of  the 
flesh  against  the  spirit ;  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

II.  In  what  the  imperfection  of  sanctification  more  especial- 
ly discovers  itself.  This  it  does,  not  only  in  the  weakness  of 
every  grace,  v.hich  we  are  at  any  time  enabled  to  act ;  and  the 
many  failures  we  are  chargeable  with  in  the  performance  of 
every  dutv  incumbent  upon  usj  so  that  if  aoi  exact  scrutiny 
were  made  inlo  our  best  actions,  and  tliey  weighed  in  the  ba- 
lance, they  would  be  found  very  defective ;  as  appears  from 
what  has  been  said  under  the  foregoing  head,  concerning  per- 
fection, as  not  attainable  in  this  life. 

But  this  more  particularly  appears,  as  it  is  observed  in  this 
ansv.'er,  from  the  perpetual  lustings  of  the  flesh  against  the 
spirit.  Thus  the  apostle  speaks  of,  the  fiesh  lusting  against 
the  spirit^  and  the  spirit  against  the  fiesh^  Gal.  v.  19.  and  so  ol 
the  contrariety  of  the  one  to  the  other;  so  that  zve  cannot  do 
the  things  that  ive  tvotdd^  and  points  out  himself  as  an  in- 
stance hereof,  when  he  says,  Iknoxv  that  in  vie^  that  is^  inrny 
fesh,  cwellcth  no  good  thing  f  for  to  xvill  is  present  xvith  me,  tut 
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how  to  perform  that  which  is  good^  IJindnot;  the  good  that  I 
would  J  do  not,  but  the  evil  which  I  would  not,  that  I  doy  Rom. 
vii.  1 8 — 23.  and  this  reluctancy  and  opposition  to  what  is  good, 
he  lays  to  the  charge  of  sin  that  dwelt  in  him,  which  he  con- 
siders as  having,  as  it  were,  the  force  of  a  law ;  and  in  par- 
ticular he  styles  it  the  laxv  of  his  members  warring  against  the 
taw  of  his  ?nindy  which  is  the  same  thing  with  the  lusting  of 
the  flesh,  against  the  spirit :  so  that  from  hence  it  appears,  that 
when  God  implants  a  principle  of  grace  in  regeneration,  and 
carries  on  the  work  of  sanctification  in  believers,  he  does  not 
wholly  destroy,  or  root  out  those  habits  of  sin  which  were  in 
the  soul  before  this,  but  enables  us  to  militate  against,  and 
overcome  them  by  his  implanting  and  exciting  a  principle  of 
grace ;  and  from  hence  arises  this  conflict  that  we  are  to  con- 
sider. 

Indwelling  sin  is  constantly  opposing ;  but  it  does  not  always 
prevail  against  the  principle  of  grace.  The  event  or  success 
of  this  combat  is  various,  at  diff"erent  times.  When  corrupt 
nature  prevails,  the  principle  of  grace,  though  not  wholly  ex- 
tinguished, remains  unactive,  or  does  not  exert  itself,  as  at  o- 
ther  times;  all  grace  becomes  languid,  and  there  appears  but 
little  difference  between  him  and  an  unbeliever;  befalls  into 
very  great  sins,  whereby  he  wounds  his  own  conscience, 
griev^es  the  holy  Spirit,  and  makes  sad  work  for  a  bitter  repen- 
tance, which  will  afterwards  ensue :  but  inasmuch  as  the  prin- 
ciple of  spiritual  life  and  grace  is  not  wholly  lost,  it  will  some 
time  or  other  be  excited,  and  then  will  oppose,  and  maintain 
its  ground  against,  the  flesh,  or  the  corruption  of  nature;  and, 
as  the  consequence  hereof,  those  acts  of  grace  will  be  again  put 
forth,  which  were  before  suspended. 

Having  thus  given  an  account  of  the  conflict  between  in- 
dwelling sin  and  grace,  we  shall  now  more  particularly  shew, 
how  the  habits  of  sin  exert  themselves  in  those  who  are  unre- 
generate,  where  there  is  no  principle  of  grace  to  oppose  them. 
And  then,  how  they  exert  themselves  in  believers ;  and  what 
opposition  is  made  thereunto  by  the  principle  of  grace  in  them; 
and  how  it  comes  to  pass  that  sometimes  one  prevails,  at  otlier 
times  the  other. 

1.  We  shall  consider  those  violent  eflbrts  that  are  made  by 
corrupt  nature,  in  those  who  are  unregenerate,  in  whom,  though 
there  be  no  principle  of  grace  to  enable  them  to  withstand 
them ;  yet  they  have  a  conflict  in  their  own  spirits.  There  is 
something  in  nature,  that,  for  a  time,  keeps  them  from  com- 
plying v;ith  temptations  to  the  greatest  sins;  though  the  flesh, 
or  that  propensity  that  is  in  them  to  sin,  will  prevail  at  last,  and 
lead  them  from  one  degree  of  impiety  to  another,  unless  pre- 
venf^d  b"  the  grace  of  God.     In  thi-.  ca?e  the  conflict  is  be* 
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twccn  corrupt  nature  and  an  enlightened  conscience ;  and  that 
more  especially  in  those  who  have  had  the  advantage  of  a  re- 
ligious education,  and  the  good  example  of  some  whom  they 
have  conversed  with,  whereby  they  have  contracted  some  hab- 
its of  moral  virtue,  which  are  not  immediately  extinguished  : 
it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  persuade  them  to  commit  those  gross, 
and  scandalous  lias,  which  others,  whose  minds  are  blinded, 
and  their  hearts  hardened  to  a  greater  degree  by  the  deceitful- 
ness  of  sin,  commit  with  greediness  and  without  remorse.  The 
principles  of  education  are  not  immediately  broke  through; 
for  in  this  case  men  meet  with  a  great  struggle  in  their  own 
breasts,  before  they  entirely  lose  them ;  and  they  proceed,  by 
various  steps,  from  one  degree  of  wickedness  unto  another  *. 
A  breach  is  first  made  in  the  fence,  and  afterwards  widened  by 
a  continuance  in  the  same  sins,  or  committing  new  ones,  espe- 
cially such  as  have  in  them  a  greater  degree  of  presumption. 
And  this  disposes  the  soul  to  comply  with  temptations  to  great- 
er sins ;  whereas,  it  would  be  to  no  purpose  to  tempt  him  at 
first,  to  be  openly  profane,  blaspheme  the  name  of  God,  or 
cast  off  all  external  acts  of  religion,  and  abandon  himself  to 
those  immoralities  which  the  most  notoriously  wicked,  and 
profligate  sinnei's  commit,  without  shame,  till  he  has  paved  the 
way  to  them  by  the  commission  of  other  sins  that  lead  there- 
unto. 

That  which  at  first  prevents  or  restrains  him  from  the  com- 
mission of  them,  is  something  short  of  a  principle  of  grace 
which  v/e  call  the  dictates  of  a  natural  conscience,  which  often 
check  and  reproves  him  :  his  natural  temper  or  disposition  is 
not  so  far  vitiated,  at  present  as  to  allow  of,  or  incline  him  to 
pursue  and  thing  that  is  openly  vile  and  scandalous ;  he  abhors, 
and,  as  it  were,  trembles  at  the  thoughts  of  it*  Thus  when 
the  prophet  Elisha  told  Hazael  of  all  the  evil  that  he  would 
do  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  that  he  would  set  their  strong 
holds  on  Jife^  stay  their  young'  men  xvith  a  szvord^  dash  their 
children,  and  rip  up  their  xvomen  rvith  child;  when  he  heard 
this,  he  entertained  the  thought  with  a  kind  of  abhorrence,  and 
said,  But  what,  is  thy  servant  a  dog,  that  he  should  do  this 
great  thing,  2  Kings  viii.  12,  13.  Yet  afterwards,  when  king 
of  Syria,  we  find  him  of  another  mind  j  for  he  was  a  greater 
scourge  to  the  people  of  God  than  any  of  the  neighbouring 
princes,  and  smote  them  in  all  the  coasts  of  Israel,  chap.  x.  32. 

Now  that  which  prevents  these  greater  sins^  is  generally  fear 
or  shame;  their  consciences  terrify  them  with  the  thoughts  of 
the  wrath  of  God,  which  they  would  hereby  expose  themselves 
to ;  or  they  are  apprehensive  that  such  a  course  of  life  would 

•  It  is  a  true  observation  '.vhich  tome  have  laid  don n  in  this  hnoivn  aphoritm^ 
^emo  repente  fit  turpissimus» 

Vol.  III.  A  a 
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blast  their  reputation  amongst  men,  and  be  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  that  form  of  godliness  which  they  have  had  u  liking 
to  from  their  childhood.  But  since  these  restraints  do  not 
proceed  from  the  internal  and  powerful  influence  of  regenera- 
ting grace,  being  excited  by  lower  motives  than  those  which 
the  Spirit  of  God  suggests,  in  them  who  are  converted ;  since 
natural  conscience  is  the  main  thing  that  restrains  them,  cor- 
rupt nature  first  endeavours  to  counteract  the  dictates  thereof, 
and,  by  degrees,  gets  the  mastery  over  them.  When  con- 
science reproves  them,  they  first  ofter  a  bribe  to  it,  by  perform- 
ing some  moral  duties,  to  silence  its  accusations  for  presump- 
tuous sins,  and  pretend  that  their  crimes  fall  short  of  those 
committed  by  many  others ;  at  other  times  they  complain  of 
its  being  too  strict  in  its  demands  of  duty,  or  severe  in  its  re- 
proofs for  sin.  And  if  all  this  will  not  prevail  against  it,  but 
it  will,  notwithstanding,  perform  the  office  of  a  faithful  reprov- 
er, then  the  sinner  resolves  to  stop  his  ears  against  it,  but  it 
^vili,  notwithstanding,  perform  the  office  of  a  faithful  reprover, 
then  the  sinner  resolves  to  stop  his  ears  against  convictions ; 
and  if  this  will  not  altogether  prevent  his  being  made  uneasy 
thereby,  he  betakes  himself  to  those  diversions  that  may  give 
another  turn  to  his  thoughts,  and  will  not  allow  himself  time 
for  serious  reflection  ;  and  associates  himself  with  those  whose 
conversation  will  efi'ectually  tend  to  extinguish  all  his  former 
impressions  of  moral  virtue ;  and  by  this  means,  at  last  he  stu- 
pifies  his  conscience,  and  it  becomes,  as  the  apostle  expresses  it, 
seared  with  a  hot  iron^  1  Tim.  iv.  2.  and  so  he  gets,  as  I  may 
express  it,  a  fatal  victory  over  himself;  and  from  that  time 
meets  with  no  reluctancy  or  opposition  in  his  own  breast,  while 
being  past  feelmg^  he  gives  himself  over  unto  lasciviousness,  to 
work  iincleanness^  and  all  manner  of  iniquity  with  greediness^ 
Eph.  iv.  19.  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

2.  That  conflict  which  is  between  the  flesh  and  spirit,  in 
those  in  whom  the  work  of  sanctification  is  begun.  Here  we 
shall  first  observe,  the  lustings  of  the  flesh ;  and  then  the  op- 
position that  it  meets  with  from  that  principle  of  grace  which 
is  implanted  and  excited  in  them,  which  is  called  the  lusting 
of  the  spirit  against  it. 

(l.)  How  corrupt  nature  exerts  itself  in  believers,  to  prevent 
the  actings  of  grace.   Here  it  may  be  observed, 

[1.]  That  that  which  gives  occasion  to  this,  is  the  Spirit's 
withdrawing  his  powerful  influences,  which,  when  the  soul  is 
favoured  with,  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  those  pernicious 
consequences  which  will  otherwise  ensue.  And  God  withdraws 
ihese  powerful  influences  sometimes  in  a  way  of  sovereignty, 
to  shew  him  that  it  is  not  in  his  own  power  to  avoid  sin  when 
he  will ;  or  that  he  cannot,  without  the  aids  of  his  grace,  with- 
stand those  temptations  which  are  offered  to  him  to  commit  it. 
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Or  else,  he  does  this  with  a  design  to  let  him  know  what  is  in 
his  heart ;  and  that  he  might  take  occasion  to  humble  him  for 
past  sins,  or  present  miscarriages,  and  make  him  more  watch- 
ful for  the  future. 

[2.]  Besides  this,  there  are  some  things  which  present  them- 
selves in  an  objective  way,  which  are  as  so  many  snares  laid  to 
entangle  him.    And  corrupt  nature  makes  a  bad  improvement 
thereof,  so  that  his  natural  constitution  is  more  and  more  vi- 
tiated by  giving  way  to  sin,  and  defiled  by  the  remainders  of 
sin  that  dwelleth  in  him.  The  temptation  is  generally  adapted 
to  the  corrupt  inclination  of  his  nature,  and  Satan  has  a  hand 
therein.   Thus  if  his  natural  temper  inclines  him  to  be  proud 
or  ambitious,  then  immediately  the  honours  and  applause  of 
the  world  are  presented  to  him ;  and  he  never  wants  examples 
of  those,  who,  in  an  unlawful  way,  have  gained  a  great  mea- 
sure of  esteem  in  the  world,  and  made  themselves  considera- 
ble in  the  stations  in  which  they  have  been  placed  ;  if  he  is  na- 
turally addicted  to  pleasures,  of  what  kind  soever  they  be,  then 
something  is  offered  that  is  agreeable  to  corrupt  nature,  which 
seems  delightful  to  it ;  though  it  be  in  itself,  sinful :  if  he  be 
more  than  ordinarily  addicted  to  covetousness,  then  the  profits 
and  advantages  of  the  world  are  presented  as  a  bait  to  corrupt 
nature,  and  groundless  fears  raised  in  him,  of  being  reduced 
to  poverty,  which,  by  an  immoderate  pursuit  after  the  world, 
he  is  tempted  to  fence  against.    Moreover,  if  his  natural  con- 
stitution inclines  him  to  resent  injuries,  then  Satan  has  always 
his  instruments  ready  at  hand  to  stir  up  his  corruption,  and 
provoke  him  to  wrath,  by  offering  either  real  or  supposed  in- 
juries ;  magnifying  the  former  beyond  their  du;^  bounds,  or 
inferring  the  latter  without  duly  considering  the  design  of  those 
whose  innocent  behaviour  sometimes  gives  occasion  hereunto, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  overcharging  his  thoughts  with  them, 
as  though  no  expedient  can  be  found  to  atone  for  them.  Again, 
if  his  natural  constitution  inclines  him  to  sloth  and  inactivity, 
then  the  difficulties  of  religion  are  set  before  him,  to  discourage 
him  from  the  exercise  of  that  diligence  which  is  necessary  to 
surmount  them.  And  if,  on  the  other  hand,  his  natural  temper 
leads  him  to  be  courageous  and  resolute,  then  corrupt  nature 
endeavours  to  make  him  self-confident,  and  thereby  to  weaken 
his  trust  in  God.   Or  if  he  be  naturally  inclined  to  fear,  then 
aomething  is  offered  to  him,  that  may  tend  to  his  discourage- 
ment, and  to  sink  him  into  despair.    These  are  the  method"=; 
used  by  the  ilcsh,  when  lusting  against  the  spirit;  which  lead" 
us  to  consider, 

(2.)  The  opposition  of  the  spirit  to  the  flesh ;  or  how  th*" 
principle  of  grace  in  believers  inclines  them  to  make  a  stand 
against  indwelling  sin,  which  is  called  the  lusting  of  the  spirit 
against  the  flesh.  The  grace  of  Cod,  when  wrought  in  the  h^art 
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in  rep^eucration,  is  not  an  unactive  principle  ;  for  it  soon  exerts 
itseit,  as  being  excited  by  the  power  of  tht  Spirit,  who  implant- 
ed it ;  and  irom  that  time  there  is,  or  ought  to  be,  a  constant 
opposition  made  by  it  to  corrupt  nature ;  and  that,  not  only  as 
the  soul,  wiih  unfeigned  repentance,  mourns  for  it,  and  exer- 
cises that  self-abhorrence  which  the  too  great  prevalence  there- 
of calls  for  J  but  as  it  leads  him  to  implore  help  from  God, 
against  it,  by  whose  assistance  he  endeavours  to  subdue  the 
corrupt  motions  of  the  flesh ;  or,  as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  to 
viortifij  the  deeds  of  the  bodij^  Rom.  viii.  13.  that  by  this  means 
they  may  not  be  entertained,  or  prove  injurious  and  destruc- 
tive to  him. 

And  inasmuch  as  there  is  something  objective,  as  well  as 
subjective,  in  this  work  ;  since  the  power  of  God  never  excites 
the  principle  of  grace  without  presenting  objects  for  it  to  be 
conversant  about,  there  are  several  things  suggested  to  the  soul, 
which,  if  duly  weighed  and  improved,  are  a  means  conducive 
to  its  being  preserved  from  a  compliance  with  the  corrupt  mo- 
tions of  indwelling  sin :  these  are  of  a  superior  nature  to  those 
made  use  of  by  an  enlightened  conscience,  in  unregenerate  per- 
sons, to  prevent  their  committing  the  vilest  abominations,  as 
was  before  considered  |  and  indeed,  they  are  such  as,  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  can  be  used  (especially  some  of  them)  by 
none  but  those  in  v/hom  the  wcrk  of  grace  is  begun.  Accord-^ 

[1.]  A  believer  considers  not  only  the  glorious  excellencies 
and  perfections  of  Christ,  Vvhich  he  is  now  duly  sensible  of,  as 
he  is  said  to  be  preciou;3  to  them  that  believe  ',  but  he  is  also 
affected  with  the  manifold  engagements,  which  he  has  been 
3aid  under  to  love  him,  and  to  hate  and  oppose  every  thing  that 
is  contrary  to  his  gloiy  and  interest.  The  love  of  Christ  con- 
Gtraineth  him;  and  therefore  he  abhors  the  thoughts  of  being  so 
ungrateful  and  disingenuous  as  he  would  appear  to  be,  should 
he  fulfil  the  lusts  of  the  flesh  :  the  sense  of  redeeming  love  and 
grace  is  deeply  impressed  on  his  soul;  he  calls  to  mind  how  he 
has  been  quickened,  effectually  called,  and  brought  into  the 
•=^-ay  of  peace  and  holiness,  and  therefore  cannot  entertain  any 
thoughts  of  relapsing  or  returning  again  to  folly. 

Here  he  considers  the  great  advantage  which  he  has  receiv- 
ed, which  he  would  not  lose  on  any  terms.  The  delight  and 
pleasure  which  he  has  had  in  the  ways  of  God  and  godliness, 
has  been  so  great,  that  coiTupt  nature  cannot  produce  any  thing 
that  may  be  an  equivalent  for  the  loss  of  it.  He  is  veiy  sen- 
sible that  the  more  closely  he  has  walked  with  God,  the  more 
coinfortably  he  has  walked.  And  besides  this,  he  looks  for- 
"vard,  and,  by  faith,  takes  a  view  of  the  blessed  issue  of  the 
fife  of  g^i-acCj  or  those  reserves  of  glory  laid  up  for  him  in  anq^ 
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ther  world,  which  inclines  him  to  cast  the  utmost  contempt  on 
every  thing  that  has  the  least  tendency  to  induce  him  to  relin- 
cjuish  or  abandon  his  interest  therein. 

[2.]  He  considers  and  improves  those  bright  examples  which 
are  set  before  him,  to  encourage  him  to  go  on  in  the  way  of 
holiness ;  takes  Christ  himself  for  a  pattern,  endeavouring,  so 
far  as  he  is  able,  to  follow  him ;  walks  as  they  have  done,  who 
have  not  only  stood  their  ground,  but  come  off  victorious 
in  the  conflict,  and  are  reaping  the  blessed  fruits  and  effects 
thereof. 

[3.]  He  also  considers,  as  an  inducement  to  him  to  oppose 
the  corrupt  motions  of  the  flesh ;  that  he  has  by  faith,  as  his 
own  act  and  deed,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  given  up  him- 
self to  Christ  entirely,  and  without  reserve,  and  professed  his 
obligation  to  obey  him  in  all  things,  and  to  avoid  whatever  has 
a  tendency  to  displease  him.  And  therefore  he  reckons  that  he 
is  not  his  own,  or,  at  his  own  disposal,  but  Christ's,  whose  he 
is,  by  a  double  right,  not  only  as  purchased  by,  but  as  devoted 
and  consecrated  to  him ;  and  therefore  he  says  with  the  apos- 
tle, Hoxv  shall  -we  that  are  dead  to  sin,  live  any  longer  therein  ? 
Rom.  vi.  2.  He  says  to  this  purpose,  I  have  given  up  my  name 
to  Christ ;  and  I  have  not,  since  that  time,  seen  the  least  rea- 
son to  repent  of  what  I  did ;  I  have  not  found  the  least  ini- 
quity in  him,  neither  has  he  been  an  hard  master ;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  has  expressed  the  greatest  tenderness  and  compas- 
sion to  me,  to  whose  grace  alone  it  is  owing,  that  I  am  what  I 
am.  Shall  I  therefore  abandon  his  interest,  or  prove  a  deserter 
at  last,  and  turn  aside  into  the  enemies'  camp  ?  Is  there  any 
thing  that  can  be  proposed  as  a  sufficient  motive  hereunto  ? 
Such  like  thoughts  as  these,  through  the  prevailing  influence 
of  the  principle  of  grace  implanted  and  excited  by  the  Spirit, 
are  an  effectual  means  to  keep  him  from  a  sinful  compliance 
\vith  the  motions  of  the  flesh,  and  to  excite  him  to  make  the 
{greatest  resistance  against  them. 

Thus  we  have  considered  the  opposition  that  there  is  be- 
tween the  flesh  and  spirit,  and  how  each  of  these  prevail  by 
turns ;  we  might  now  observe  the  consequence  of  the  victory 
obtained  on  either  side.  When  grace  prevails,  all  things  tend 
to  promote  our  spiritual  peace  and  joy ;  we  are  hereby  fortified 
against  teraptations,  and  enabled,  not  only  to  stand  our  ground, 
but  made  more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved  us. 
However  it  is  not  always  so  with  a  believer ;  he  sometimes 
finds,  that  corrupt  nature  prevails,  and  then  many  sad  conse- 
quences will  ensue  hereupon,  which  not  only  occasion  the  loss 
of  that  peace  and  joy  which  he  had  before ;  but  expose  him  to 
many  troubles,  which  render  his  life  very  uncomfortable  :  and 
ijxis  leads  us  to  consider, 
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III.  What  are  the  consequences  of  the  prevaiUng  power  of 
indwelling  sin.  When  the  flesh  lustcth  against  the  spirit,  and 
God  is  pleased  to  withhold  his  grace,  the  soul  is  subjected  to 
many  evils,  which  are  mentioned  in  the  remaining  part  of  this 
answer,  as, 

1.  A  believer  is  foiled  with  temptation.  Satan  gains  ground 
against  him  by  this  means,  and  pursues  the  A'ictory  which  the 
flesh  has  obtained  against  the  spirit;  hereupon  his  conflicts  are 
doubled,  arising  not  only  from  fiesh  and  blood;  but  the  rulers 
of  the  darkness  of  this  zuorid^  Eph.  vi.  12.  as  the  apostle  ex- 
presses it :  now  his  difficulties  encrease  upon  him,  his  enemies 
are  more  insulting,  and  he  less  able  to  stand  his  ground  against 
them,  his  faith  weakened,  and  his  fears  encreasing,  so  that  he 
is  perpetually  subject  to  bondage ;  sometimes  inclined  to  think 
that  he  shall  one  day  fall,  and  whatever  he  formerly  thought 
he  had  gained,  he  lost  by  the  assaults  of  his  spiritual  enemies; 
and  at  other  times,  to  question  whether  ever  he  had  the  truth 
of  grace  or  no  ;  in  which  case  his  spirit  must  needs  be  fdled 
with  the  greatest  perplexity,  and  almost  overwhelmed  within 
him.  And  he  is  destitute  of  that  boldness  or  liberty  of  access 
to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  that  comfortable  sense  which  once 
he  had  of  his  interest  in  Christ,  and  finds  it  very  difficult  to 
recover  those  lively  frames  which  he  has  lost,  or  to  stand  his 
ground  against  the  great  opposition  made  by  corrupt  nature, 
which  still  increases  as  faith  grows  v^^eaker. 

2.  Another  consequence  hereof,  is  his  falling  into  many  sins. 
^y  which  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  he  shall  be  so  far  left  as 
to  fall  into  a  state  of  unregeneracy,  or  lose  the  principle  of  grace 
that  was  implanted  in  regeneration :  nevertheless,  when  this 
principle  does  not  exert  itself,  and  corrupt  nature  on  the  other 
hand,  is  prevalent,  it  is  hard  to  say  how  far  he  will  run  into  the 
commission  of  knov/n  and  wilful  sins.  As  for  sins  of  infirmity> 
they  cannot  be  avoided,  when  we  are  in  the  best  frame  :  but  in 
this  case  we  shall  find  a  person  committing  presumptuous  sins, 
so  that  if  we  were  to  judge  of  his  state  by  his  present  frames, 
without  considering  the  former  experiences  which  he  has  had 
of  the  grace  of  God,  we  should  be  ready  to  question,  whether 
his  heart  were  right  with  God, 

And  as  for  sins  of  ornission,  these  generally  ensue  hereupon; 
he  cannot  draw  nigh  to  God,  with  that  frame  of  spirit,  which 
he  once  had,  and  therefore  is  ready  to  say,  What  profit  should 
J  have  if  I  praij  unto  him?  Job  xxi.  15.  and  sometimes  con- 
cludes, that  he  contracts  guilt  by  attempting  to  engage  in  holy 
duties.  And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  he  is  hindered  in  all  hii 
spiritual  services,  as  it  is  farther  observed  in  this  answer:  thus 
the  apostle  says.  When  I  zvculd  do  good^  evil  is  present  ivitk 
Tne^  Rom,  vii.  21.  He  finds  his  hesirt  disposed  to  wander  froia 
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God,  and  his  thoughts  taken  up  with  vanity ;  upon  which  ac- 
count it  may  be  truly  said,  that  his  best  works  are  not  only  im- 
perfect, but  defiled  in  the  sight  of  God,  who  searcheth  the  heart, 
and  observes  the  various  steps  by  which  it  treacherously  de- 
parts from  him,  and  can  find  no  way  to  recover  itself  J.ill  he  is 
pleased  to  revive  his  work,  take  away  the  guilt  which  he  has 
contracted,  recover  him  out  of  the  snare  into  which  he  has 
fallen,  and  so  cause  the  work  of  grace  again  to  flourish  in  the 
soul,  as  it  has  once  done. 

We  shall  conclude  with  some  inferences  from  what  has  been. 
said  concerning  the  imperfection  of  sanctification  in  believers, 
together  with  the  reasons  and  consequences  thereof. 

1.  Since  sinless  perfection  is  not  attainable  in  this  life,  we 
should  from  hence  take  occasion  to  give  a  check  to  our  censo- 
rious thoughts  concerning  persons  ox  things,  so  as  not  to  deter- 
mine persons  to  be  in  an  unconverted  state,  because  they  are 
chargeable  with  many  sinful  infirmities,  which  are  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  truth  of  grace :  some  abatements  are  to  be  made 
for  their  being  sanctified  but  in  part,  and  having  the  remnants 
of  sin  in  them ;  and  indeed,  the  greatest  degree  of  grace  which 
can  be  attained  here,  comes  far  short  of  that  which  the  saints 
are  arrived  to  in  heaven ;  accordingly  the  difference  between  a 
believer  and  an  unregenerate  sinner  is  not  in  that  one  is  per- 
fect, and  the  other  imperfect ;  for  when  we  consider  the  bright- 
est characters  given  of  any  in  scripture,  their  blemishes  as  well 
as  their  graces  are  recorded ;  so  that  none  but  our  Saviour 
could  challenge  the  world  to  convict  or  reprove  them  of  sin. 
The  apostle  speaks  of  Elias,  as  a  man  subject  to  Hie  passions  ai 
7ve  are,  James  v.  17".  and  he  might  have  instanced  in  many 
others.  Therefore,  when  we  are  sensible  of  our  own  imperfec- 
tions, we  ought  to  enquire,  whether  the  spots  we  find  in  our- 
selves, are  like  the  spots  of  God^s  childi-en  ?  or,  whether  these 
infirmities  may  be  reckoned  inconsistent  with  the  truth  of  grace  i 
which,  if  they  be,  though  it  affords  matter  for  humiliation,  that 
we  are  liable  to  any  sinful  failures,  or  defects ;  yet  it  will  be 
some  encouragement  to  us,  and  matter  of  thanksgiving  to  God, 
that  notwithstanding  this,  our  hearts  are  right  with  him.  That 
we  may  be,  in  some  measure,  satisfied  as  to  this  matter,  let  it 
be  considered, 

[l.]  That  we  must  distinguish  between  a  person's  being 
tempted  to  the  greatest  sins,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the 
truth  of  grace  ;  and  his  complying  with  the  temptation.  A 
temptation  of  this  kind  may  offer  itself,  and  at  the  same  time 
grace  may  exert  itself  in  an  eminent  degree,  by  the  opposition 
that  it  makes  to  it,  whether  it  arises  from  indwelling  sin,  or 
Satan. 

[2.]  When  we  read  of  some  sins  that  are  inconsistent  with 
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tlie  tnuh  of  grace,  such  as  those  which  the  apostle  speaks  of^ 
vhen  he  says,  that  neither  fornicators  nor  idolaters^  nor  aduU 
terers^  nor  effeminate^  nor  abusers  of  themselves  xvitli  77iank'md, 
7ior  thieves^  nor  covetous^  nor  drunkards^  nor  revilers^  nor  ex- 
tort'ioners^  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God^  1  Cor.  vi.  9,  10* 
and  elsewhere,  the  fearful  and  unbelieving^  as  well  as  those 
who  are  guilty  of  other  notorious  crimes,  are  said  to  have  their 
part  in  the  lake  xvhich  burncth  ruith  fire  and  brimstone^  Rev. 
xxi.  8.  We  must  distinguish  between  those  who  are  guilty 
of  these  sins  in  a  less  degree  than  what  is  intended,  when  they 
are  said  to  exclude  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  j  and  others 
being  guilty  thereof,  in  a  notorious  degree,  with  greater  ag- 
gravations :  Thus  unbelieving  fears  in  those  who  are  called  to 
suffer  for  Christ's  sake,  if  they  do  not  issue  in  a  denial  of  him, 
are  not  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  truth  of  grace,  though 
they  render  a  person  guilty  before  God.  And  the  least  degree 
of  covetousness,  though  it  is  not  to  be  excused,  yet  it  does  not 
exclude  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  but  the  prevailing  love 
of  the  world,  or  the  immoderate  pursuit  of  it  in  those  who  use 
unlawful  means  to  attain  it,  or  have  a  rooted  habitual  desire 
after  it,  more  than  Christ,  or  put  it  in  his  room,  this  is  to  be 
reckoned  a  mark  of  unregeneracy, 

[3.]  We  must  distinguish  between  sinful  infirmities  and  al- 
lowed infirmities,  or  such  who  sin  through  surprize,  as  being 
assaulted  by  an  unforseen  temptation,  when  not  being  on  their 
guard  ;  and  the  same  sin  committed  with  deliberation  ;  the  lat- 
ter gives  greater  ground  to  fear  that  a  person  is  in  a  state  of 
unregeneracy  than  the  former. 

We  must  also  distinguish  between  sins  committed  and  re- 
pented of,  with  that  degree  of  godly  sorrow  which  is  propor- 
tioned to  their  respective  aggravations ;  and  the  same  sins  com- 
mitted and  continued  in  with  impenitency ;  the  latter  gives 
ground  to  conclude,  that  a  person  is  in  an  unconverted  state^ 
though  not  the  former.  And  the  difference  arises  not  barely 
from  the  nature  of  the  crimes,  for  we  suppose  the  sins  in  them- 
celves  to  be  the  same  ;  but  from  other  evidences  which  a  per- 
son has  or  has  not  of  his  being  in  a  state  of  grace. 

2.  From  what  has  been  said  concerning  the  opposition  that 
there  is  between  natural  conscience  and  corrupt  nature  in  the 
unregenerate,  we  may  infer ;  that  it  is  a  great  blessing  to  have 
u  religious  education,  as  it  has  a  tendency  to  prevent  many 
enormities,  which  others,  who  are  destitute  of  it,  run  into :  Ac- 
cordingly they  who  have  had  this  privilege  ought  to  bless  God 
for,  and  make  a  right  improvement  of  it.  But  since  those  prin- 
ciples which  take  their  rise  from  thence,  are  liable,  without  the 
grace  of  God  prevent  it,  to  be  overcome  and  lost ;  let  us  press 
after  something  nioie  thr.u  this^  and  be  importunate  with  God, 
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%vhose  providence  has  favoured  us  thus  far,  that  he  would  give 
us  a  better  preservative  against  sin,  or  that  the  prevailing  pow- 
er thereof  may  be  prevented  by  converting  grace. 

3.  From  the  opposition  that  corrupt  nature  makes  in  belie- 
vers to  the  work  of  grace,  we  may  infer  ;  that  the  standing  of 
the  best  of  men,  or  their  not  being  chargeable  with  the  great- 
est sins,  is  not  so  much  owing  to  themselves  as  to  the  grace  of 
God,  by  which  we  are  what  we  are,  and  therefore  the  glory 
thereof  belongs  intirely  to  him ;  and  that  we  have  reason,  when 
we  are  praying  against  our  spiritual  enemies^  to  beg  that  God 
would  deliver  us  from  the  greatest  of  them,  namely,  ourselves; 
and  that  he,  who  has  a  sovereignty  over  the  heai^ts  of  all  men, 
and  can  govern  and  sanctify  their  natural  tempers  and  disposi- 
tions, would  keep  us  from  being  drawn  aside  thereby.  This 
should  also  induce  us  to  walk  watchfully,  and  to  be  always  on 
our  guard,  depending  on  the  grace  of  God  for  help,  that  in- 
dwelling sin  ma)  not  so  far  prevail  as  to  turn  aside  and  alienate 
our  affections  from  him. 

4.  From  v/hat  has  been  said  conceiTiing  the  flesh  and  spirit 
prevailing  by  turns,  we  infer  the  uncertainty  of  the  frame  of  our 
t5pirits,  and  what  changes  we  are  liable  to,  with  respect  to'  the 
actings  of  grace,  or  the  comforts  that  result  from  it.  This 
somewhat  resembles  the  state  of  man  as  subject  to  various  chan- 
ges, with  respect  to  the  dispensations  of  providence  j  sometimes 
lifted  up,  at  other  times  cast  down,  and  not  abiding  long  in  the 
same  condition  :  Thus  we  are  enabled,  at  some  times,  to  gain 
advantage  over  indwelling  sin,  and  enjoy  the  comforts  whicli 
arise  from  thence  ;  at  other  times,  when  the  flesh  prevails,  the 
acts  of  grace  are  interrupted,  and  its  comforts,  almost,  if  not 
entirely  lost.  What  reason  have  we  therefore  to  bless  God, 
that  though  our  graces  are  far  from  being  brought  to  perfec- 
tion, and  our  frames  so  various  ;  yet  he  has  given  us  groimd  to 
conclude,  that  grace  shall  not  wholly  be  lost,  and  we  are  as- 
sured, that  our  state,  as  we  are  justified,  is  not  liable  to  the 
same  uncertainty,  so  that  that  which  inten-upts  the  progress  of 
sanctification,  does  not  bring  us  into  an  unjustified  state,  or 
render  us  liable  to  condemnation  ? 

5.  From  the  inconveniences  we  sustain  by  the  flesh  prevailing 
ngainst  the  spirit,  as  we  are  foiled  by  temptation,  fall  into  sins 
and  are  hindered  in  spiritual  services,  we  infer  the  great  hurt 
that  sin  does  to  those  who  are  in  ajustified  and  sanctified  state, 
PS  well  as  to  others,  who  are  under  the  dominion  of  it.  And 
therefore  it  is  a  vile  and  unwarrantable  way  of  speaking  which 
some  use,  who  say,  that  because  nothing  shall  separate  them 
from  the  love  of  Christ,  or  bring  them  who  are  justified,  back 
again  into  an  unjustified  state,  that  therefore  sin  can  do  them 
no  hurt ,'  as  though  all  the  consequences  of  the  prevalencv  of 
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corrupt  nature,  and  the  dishonour  we  bring  to  God,  and  the 
guilt  we  contract  hereby,  could  hardly  be  reckoned  prejudicial ; 
but  this  is  such  a  way  of  speaking  as  confutes  itself  in  the  opin- 
ion of  all  judicious  and  sober  Christians. 

Again,  we  might  also  infer,  from  the  consequences  of  the 
prcvalency  of  corruption,  as  we  are  liable  hereby  to  be  discour- 
aged from,  or  hindered  in  the  performance  of  duty  ;  that  wc 
ought,  if  we  find  it  thus  with  us,  to  take  occasion  from  hence 
to  enquire,  whether  some  secret  sin  be  not  indulged  and  en- 
tertained by  us,  which  gives  occasion  to  the  prevalency  of  cor- 
rupt nature,  which  we  ought  to  be  humbled  for.  Or  if  we  have 
lived  in  the  omission  of  those  duties  which  are  incumbent  on 
us,  or  have  provoked  God  to  leave  us  to  ourselves,  and  so  have 
had  an  hand  in  our  present  evils  ;  this  affords  matter  of  great 
humiliation.  And  we  ought  to  be  very  importunate  with  God 
for  restoring  grace,  not  only  that  our  faith  may  not  fail ;  but 
that  we  may  be  recovered  out  of  the  snare  in-*vhich  we  are  en- 
tangled, and  may  be  brought  off  victorious  over  all  our  spirit- 
ual enemies. 


Quest.  LXXIX.  May  not  true  believers^  by  reason  of  their 
imperfections^  and  the  many  temptations  and  sins  they  are  over- 
taken xvith^fall  axvay  from  the  state  of  ^r ace? 

Answ.  True  believers,  by  reason  of  the  unchangeable  love  of 
God,  and  his  decree  and  covenant  to  give  them  perseve- 
rance, their  inseparable  union  with  Christ,  his  continual  in- 
tercession for  them,  and  the  Spirit  and  seed  of  God  abiding 
in  them,  can  neither  totally  nor  finally  fall  from  the  state  ot' 
grace,  but  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  through  faith  un*- 
to  salvation. 

IT  is  natural  for  persons,  when  they  enjoy  any  blessing,  to 
be  solicitous  about  their  retaining  it  ;  otherwise  the  plea- 
i.ure  that  arises  from  it ;  if  it  is  like  to  be  short  and  transitory, 
2  3  rather  an  amusement  than  a  solid  and  substantial  happiness. 
The  game  mny  be  said  of  those  graces  and  privileges  which 
believers  are  made  partakers  of,  as  the  fruits  and  effects  of  the 
death  of  Christ :  These  are  undoubtedly  the  most  valuable 
blessings  ;  therefore  it  highly  concerns  us  to  enquire ;  whether 
wc  may  assuredly  conclude,  that  we  shall  not  lose  them,  and 
so  fail  of  that  future  blessedness  which  we  have  had  so  delight- 
ful a  prospect  of  ? 

The  saints'  perseverance  has  not  only  been  denied  by  many 
since  the  reformation,  and,  in  particular,  by  Papists,  Socinians, 
and  Remonstrants ;  But  by  the  Pelagians  of  old ;  and  all  those 
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whose  sentiments  bear  some  affinity  to,  or  are  derived  from 
their  scheme.  And,  indeed,  when  we  find  persons  endeavour- 
ing to  establish  the  doctrine  of  conditional  election,  universal 
redemption,  &c.  or  when  they  explain  the  nature  of  human 
liberty,  as  they  do,  who  make  the  grace  of  God  to  be  depen- 
dent on  it  for  its  efficacy  in  the  beginning  and  carrying  on  th»; 
work  of  conversion  and  sanctification ;  and  accoi'dingly  assert, 
that  the  will  has  an  equal  power  to  determine  itself  to  good  or 
evil ;  or,  that  the  grace  of  God  affords  no  other  assistance  to 
promote  the  one  or  fence  against  the  other,  than  what  is  objec- 
tive, or,  at  least,  by  supporting  our  natural  faculties  ;  and  if 
there  be  any  divine  concourse,  that  it  consists  only  in  what  re- 
spects the  external  dispensations  of  providence,  as  a  remote 
means  conducive  thereunto,  the  event  hereof  depending  on 
our  own  conduct  or  disposition  to  improve  these  means  :  I 
say,  if  persons  maintain  these  and  such-like  doctrines,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered,  when  we  find  them  pleading  for  the  possibili- 
ty of  a  bcliever*s  falling  totally  and  finally  from  the  grace  of 
God.  For  they  who  have  brought  themselves  into  a  state  of 
grace,  may  apostatize,  or  fall  from  it.  If  the  free-will  of  man 
first  inclined  itself  to  exercise  those  graces  which  we  call  spe- 
cial, such  as  faith,  repentance,  love  to  God,  &c.  then  it  wiPl 
follow,  that  he  may  lose  them  and  relapse  to  the  contrary  vices  ; 
and  by  this  means  men  may  plunge  themselves  into  the  same 
depths  of  sin  and  misery  from  whence  they  had  before  escaped ; 
and,  according  to  this  scheme,  there  may  be,  in  the  course  of 
our  lives,  a  great  many  instances  of  defection  from  the  grace 
v)f  God,  and  recovery  to  it,  and  finally,  a  drawing  back  unto 
perdition  :  Or  if  a  person  be  so  happy  as  to  recover  himself 
out  of  his  last  apostacy  before  he  leaves  the  world,  then  he  in 
saved  ;  otherwise  he  finally  perishes.  This  is  a  doctrine  which 
r.ome  defend,  the  contrary  whereunto  we  shall  endeavour  to 
maintain,  as  being  the  subject  insisted  on  in  this  answer. 

But  before  we  proceed  to  the  defence  thereof,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  premise  something,  which  may  have,  at  least,  u 
remote  tendencv  to  dispose  us  to  receive  conviction  from  th«^ 
arguments  which  may  be  brought  to  prove  it.  Thus  we  may 
.onsidcr  that  the  contrary  side  of  the  question  is  in  itself  les;! 
desirable,  if  it  could  be  defended.  It  is  certain,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  the  possibility  of  the  saints  falling  from  grace,  tendi 
very  much  to  abate  that  delight  and  comfort  which  the  belie- 
ver has  in  the  fore-views  of  the  issue  and  event  of  his  present 
state.  It  is  a  very  melancholy  thought  to  consider,  that  he 
who  is  now  advanced  to  the  very  borders  of  heaven,  may  be 
cast  down  into  hell ;  or  that,  though  he  has  at  present  an  in- 
terest in  the  special  and  discriminating  love  of  God,  he  may 
afterwards  becom';  the  object  of  his  hatred,  so  as  never  to  b*- 
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liold  his  face  with  joy  in  a  future  Morld  ;  or  that,  though  hia 
ftct  are  set  upon  a  rock,  yet  his  goings  are  not  cstabhshed  i 
though  he  is  walking  in  a  plain  and  safe  path,  yet  he  raay  be 
ensnared,  entangled,  and  fall,  so  as  never  to  rise  again  ;  that 
though  God  be  his  friend,  yet  he  may  suffer  him  to  fall  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  be  ruined  and  undone  thereby, 
as  though  his  own  glory  were  not  concerned  in  his  coming  off 
victorious  over  them,  or  connected  with  the  salvation  of  his 
people  :  So  that  as  this  doctrine  renders  the  state  of  believers 
very  precarious  and  uncertain,  it  tends  effectually  to  damp 
iheir  joys,  and  blast  their  expectations,  and  subject  them  to 
perpetual  bondage  ;  and  it  is  a  great  hindrance  to  their  offer- 
ing praise  and  thanksgiving  to  God,  whose  grace  is  not  so  much 
magnified  towards  them,  as  it  would  be,  had  they  ground  to 
conclude  that  the  work  which  is  now  begun,  should  certainly 
l?e  brought  to  perfection. 

And  on  the  other  hand,  the  doctrine  which  we  are  to  mala- 
tain,  is  in  itself  so  very  comfortable,  that  if  we  were,  at  pre- 
sent, in  suspense  concerning  the  truth  thereof,  we  cannot  but 
desire  that  it  may  appear  to  be  agreeable  to  the  mind  of  God : 
It  is  certainly  a  very  delightful  thing  for  us  to  be  assured,  that 
what  is  at  present  well,  shall  end  well ;  that  they  who  are 
brought  to  believe  in  Christ,  shall  for  ever  abide  with  him  i 
and  that  the  work  of  grace,  v»^hich,  at  present,  affords  so  fair 
and  pleasing  a  prospect  of  its  being  at  last  perfected  in  glory, 
shall  not  miscarry,  This  will  have  a  tendency  to  enhance  our 
joy  in  proportion  to  the  ground  we  have  to  conclude  that  the 
work  is  true  and  genuine  }  and  it  will  excite  our  thanklulness 
to  God,  when  we  consider,  that  he  who  is  the  author,  will  also 
be  the  finisher  of  faith  :  So  that  it  is  certain  this  doctrine  de- 
i-ervfis  confirmation;  and  accordingly  we  shall  endeavour  to 
establish  our  faith  therein  ?n  the  following  method ; 

I.  \Ve  shall  consider  what  we  are  to  understand  by,  p6rsev,er- 
ing  ip  grace,  or  falling  from  it.  ,-.^  i  ;/kl 

II.  TVe  shall  prove,  that  the  best  believers  would  certainly 
Xall  from  grace,  v>-ere  they  left  to  themselves:  So  that  their 
perseverance  therein,  is  principally  to  be  ascribed  to  the  power 
of  Qod,  which  keeps  them,  fnrough  faith,  unto  salvation. 

,.  JJl,  We  5-hall  consider,  what  ground  we  have  to  conclude 
that. the  saints  shall  persevere  in  grace  ;  and  so  explain  and  il- 
lustrate the  several  arguments  insisted  on  in  this  answer;  to 
which  we  shall  add  some  others  taken  from  several  sci-iptures 
by  which  this  doctrine  may  be  defended. 

IV.  We  shall  endeavour  to  answer  some  objections  that  are 
generally  brought  against  it. 

I.  We  shall  consider  what  we  are  to  understand  by  per- 
severing in  grace,  or  falling  from  it. 
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1 .  When  we  speak  of  a  person  as  persevering  in  gracc,this 
supposes  that  he  has  the  truth  of  grace.  We  do  not  hereby 
intend  that  a  person  may  not  fall  away  from  a  profession  of 
iaith  ;  or  that  no  one  can  lose  that  which  we  generally  call 
common  grace,  which,  in  many  things,  bears  a  resemblance  to 
that  which  is  saving.  We  have  before  considered,  that  there 
Is  a  temporary  faith,  whereby  persons  appear  religious,  while 
it  comports  with  their  secular  interest ;  bat  when  they  are  call- 
ed by  reason  of  persecution  or  tribulation,  which  may  arise  for 
the  sake  of  the  gospel,  to  forego  their  worldly  interests,  or  quit 
their  pretensions  to  religion,  they  fall  away,  or  lose  that  grace 
which  they  seemed  to  have^  as  the  Evangelist  expresses  it, 
Luke  viii.  18.  We  read  of  some  whose  hope  of  salvation  is 
like  the  spider's  web,  or  the  giving  up  of  the  ghost;  but  these 
ZsXG:  described  not  as  true  believers,  but  hypocrites.  It  is  be- 
yond dispute  that  such  may  apostatize,  and  not  only  lay  aside 
the  external  practice  of  some  religious  duties,  but  deny  and 
oppose  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  which  they  once  assented 
to  the  truth  of. 

2.  It  is  certain  tliat  true  believers  may  fall  Into  very  gi^eat 
sins;  but  yet  they  shall.be  recovered  and  brought  again  to  re- 
pentance :  thereibre  we  must  distinguish  between  their  dis- 
.honquiing  Christ,  disobeying  his  commands,  and  thereby  pro- 
voking him  to  be  angry  with  him ;  and  their  falling  away  to- 
tally from  him.  We  have  before  considered,  when  we  proved 
that  jierfection  is  not  attainable  in  this  life,  that  the  best  men 
are  sometimes  chargeable  with  great  failings  and  defects.  And 
indeed,  sometimes  their  sins  are  very  heinously  aggravated, 
their  conversation  in  the  mean  v/hile  discovering  that  they  are 
destitute  of  the  actings  of  grace,  and  that  to  such  a  degree  that 
they  can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  those  who  are  in  an  un- 
regenerate  state  :  accordingly  it  is  one  thing  for  a  believer  not 
to  be  able  to  put  forth  those  acts  of  grace  which  he  once  did  ; 
and  another  thing  for  him  to  lose  the  principle  of  grace :  it 
would  be  a  very  preposterous  thing  to  say,  that  when  Davicl 
sinned  in  the  matter  of  Uriah,  the  principle  of  grace  exerted 
itself  j_  yet  it  was  nqt  wholly  lost.  It  is  not  the  same  in  this 
case,  as  in  the  more  common  instances  of  the  saints'  infirmi- 
ties, which  they  arc  daily  chargeable  with,  in  which,  the  con- 
flict that  there  is  betv/ecn  the  flesh  and  spirit  appears ;  for 
when  corrupt  nature  exerts  itself  in  such  a  degree  that  it  lead^> 
persons  to  the  comniission  of  deliberate  and  presumptuous  sins, 
they  hardly  appear  to  be  believers  at  that  time  :  nevertheless  i| 
we  compare  what  they  were  before  they  fell,  with  what  they 
shall  be  when  brought  to  repentance,  we  may  conclude,  that 
they  did  not,  by  their  fall,  bring  themselves  altogellier  into  t\ 
£tjit«  of  unregcneracy. 
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3.  It  Is  beyond  dispute,  that  as  a  believer  may  be  destitute 
of  the  acts  of  grace  ;  so  he  may  lose  the  comforts  thereof,  and 
faink  into  the  depths  of  despair.  Of  this  we  have  several  in- 
stances recorded  in  scripture,  which  are  agreeable  to  the  ex- 
periences  of  many  in  our  day :  thus  the  Psalmist,  at  one  time, 
speaks  of  himself,  as  cast  dmvn,  and  his  soul  disquieted  withitt 
him^  Psal.  xliii.  5.  and  cxvi.  3.  And  at  another  time  he  says. 
The  sorrows  oj" death  compassed  me,  and  the  pains  of  hell  gat 
hold  upon  me.  And  elsewhere  he  complains,  Will  the  Lord  cast 
off" for  ever  ?  will  he  be  favourable  no  more  P  is  his  mercy  clean 
gone  for  ever?  doth  his  promise  fail  for  evermore  ?  hath  God 
forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he  in  anger  shut  up  his  tender 

mercieSy  Psal.  Ixxvii.  7 — 9.  And  again,  a  believer  is  repre- 
sented as  being  altogether  destitute  of  a  comfortable  sense  of 
the  divine  love,  when  complaining.  Thou  hast  laid  me  in  the 
lowest  pit^  in  darkness^  in  the  deeps.  Thy  wrath  lieth  hard  up- 
on mCy  and  thou  hast  afflicted  7ne  with  all  thy  waves.  Wilt  thorz 
aherv  Tvonders  to  the  dead?  Shall  the  dead  arise  and  praise  thee? 
Shall  thy  loving  kindness  be  declared  in  the  grave,,  or  thy  faith- 
fulness in  destruction?  Thy  fierce  xvrath  goeth  over  me,  thy 
terrors  have  cut  me  off,,  Psal.  Ixxxviii.  6.  l^c.  And  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  when  at  any  time  he  falls  into  very  great  sins,  which 
seem  inconsistent  with  a  state  of  grace,  he  has  no  present  evi- 
dence that  he  is  a  believer ;  and  is  never  favoured  with  a  com- 
fortable sense  of  his  interest  in  Christ,  nor  is  the  joy  of  God's 
salvation  restored  to  him,  till  he  is  brought  unfeignedly  to  re- 
pent of  his  sin.  Former  experiences  will  not  evince  the  truth 
of  grace,  while  he  remains  impenitent.  It  is  a  bad  sign  when 
any  one,  who  formerly  appeared  to  have  the  truth  of  grace, 
but  is  now  fallen  into  great  sins,  concludes  himself  to  be  in  a 
state  of  grace,  without  the  exercise  of  true  repentance ;  for 
this  can  be  deemed  little  better  than  presumption :  however, 
God,  whose  mercy  is  infinitely  above  our  deserts,  will,  in  the 
end,  recover  him ;  though,  at  present,  he  does  not  look  like 
one  of  his  children. 

4.  There  are  some  who  suppose  that  a  believer  may  fall  to- 
tally, though  not  finally  from  grace.  And  their  reason  for  it 
is  this  j  because  they  conclude,  as  they  have  sufficient  warrant 
to  do,  from  scripture,  that  they  shall  not  fall  finally,  inasmuch 
as  the  purpose  of  God  concerning  election,  must  stand ;  if  they 
had  not  been  chosen  to  salvation  they  would  never  have  been 
brought  into  a  state  of  grace :  they  are  supposed,  before  they 
fell,  to  have  been  sanctified ;  whereas  sanctification  is  insepa- 
rably connected  with  salvation ;  and  therefore,  though  they 
consider  them,  at  this  time,  as  having  lost  the  grace  of  sancti- 
fication, and  so  to  have  fallen  totally ;  yet  they  shall  be  re- 
govered,  and  therefore  not  fall  finrjly,   Sj^ctification  \%  Chrht's 
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purchase ;  and  where  grace  is  purchased  for  any  one,  a  price 
of  redemption  is  paid  tor  his  deliverance  from  condemnation ; 
and  consequently  he  shall  be  recovered  and  saved  at  last» 
though,  at  present,  he  is,  according  to  their  opinion,  totally 
fallen. 

These  suppose,  notonily  that  the  acts  of  grace  may  be  lost, 
but  the  very  principle,  and  the  reason  hereof  is,  because  they 
cannot  see,  how  great  and  notorious  sins,  such  as  those  com- 
mitted by  David,  Peter,  Solomon,  and  some  others,  can  con- 
sist with  a  principle  of  grace  :  this  indeed  cuts  the  knot  of  somo 
difficulties  that  seem  to  attend  the  doctrine  of  the  saints  perse- 
verance, though  falling  into  great  sins :  nevertheless,  I  think 
it  may  easily  be  proved,  which  we  shall  endeavour  to  do,  that 
they  shall  be  preserved  from  a  total,  as  well  as  a  final  aposta- 
cy :  or,  that  when  they  fail  into  great  sins,  they  do  not  lose  the 
principle  of  grace,  though  it  be,  at  present,  iimactive ;  whicli 
we  shall  take  occasion  to  insist  on,  more  particularly  under  a 
following  head,  when  we  consider  that  argument  mentioned  in 
this  answer  for  the  proof  of  this  doctrine  taken  from  the  Spirit 
and  seed  of  God  abiding  in  a  believer,  as  that  which  preserves 
him  from  a  total  as  well  as  a  final  apostacy. 

II.  We  shall  now  consider,  that  the  best  believers  would 
certainly  fall  from  grace,  v/ere  they  left  to  themselves  :  so  that 
their  perseverance  therein  is  principally  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
power  of  God,  that  keeps  them  through  faith  unto  salvation. 
This  is  particularly  observed  in  this  answer,  in  which  several 
arguments  are  laid  down  to  prove  the  doctrine  of  the  saint;** 
perseverance  in  grace,  and  it  is  supposed  to  be  founded  on  his 
power,  and  will,  to  maintain  it.  God  is  styled  the  preserver 
cj  men^  Job  vii.  20.  inasmuch  as  he  upholds  all  things  by  the 
word  of  his  power,  so  that  independency  on  him  is  inconsistent 
with  the  idea  of  our  being  creatures ;  and  we  have  no  less 
ground  to  conclude,  that  his  pov/er  maintains  the  new  creature, 
or  that  grace,  which  took  its  first  rise  from  him.  Should  he 
fail  or  forsake  us,  we  could  not  put  forth  die  least  act  of  grace, 
much  less  persevere  therein.  When  man  at  first  came  out  of 
the  hands  of  God,  he  was  endowed  with  a  greater  ability  tp 
stand  than  any  one,  excepting  our  Saviour,  has  been  favoured 
with,  since  sin  entered  into  the  world ;  yet  he  apostatized,  not 
from  any  necessity  of  nature,  but  by  adhering  to  that  tempta- 
tion which  he  might  have  withstood.  Then  how  unable  is  he 
to  stand  in  his  present  state,  who  is  become  weak,  and,  though 
brought  into  a  state  of  grace,  renewed  and  sanctified  but  in 
part;  having  still  the  remainders  of  corruption,  which  main- 
tain a  constant  opposition  to  the  principle  of  grace?  Our  per- 
severance in  grace  cannot  therefore  be  owing  to  ourselves;  ac- 
cordingly the  apostle  ascribes  this  to  a  divine  hand,  when  he 
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says,  that  rue  arc  kept  by  the  poxvcr  of  God  through  faith  unt9 
salvation^  1  Pet.  i.  5. 

A  latti  celebrated  writer,  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,* 
attempts  to  evade  the  force  of  this  argument  to  prove  the  doc- 
trine of  perseverance,  though  I  think,  without  much  strength 
of  reasoning,  when  he  says ;  that  all  who  are  preserved  to 
salvation,  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  but  not  that  all  be- 
lievers are  so  kept. 

I'o  which  it  may  be  replied,  that  all  believers,  whose  cha- 
racter answers  that  of  the  church,  to  which  the  apostle  writes, 
shall  be  saved ;  namely,  all  who  are  begotten  again  unto  a  live-' 
ly  hopc^  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christy  to  an  inheritance 
incorruptible  and  undefiled^  and  that  fadeth  not  axvay^  reserved 
in  heaven  for  them;  whose  faith,  after  it  has  been  tried,  shall 
he  found  unto  praise,  and  honour,  and  glory,  at  the  appearing 
cf  Jesus  Christ,  1  Pet.  i.  3,  4,  7.  I  say,  tlrese  shall  certainly 
be  saved  :  therefore,  if  all  who  are  thus  preserved  to  salvation, 
are  kept  by  the  power  of  God,  this  is  all  we  need  contend  for< 
And  whereas  he  adds,  that  when  they  are  said  to  be  kept 
through  faith,  the  meaning  is,  they  are  kept,  if  they  continue 
in  the  faith.  To  this  it  may  be  replied.  That  their  continu- 
ance in  the  faith  was  put  out  of  all  dispute,  by  what  is  said 
concerning  them  in  the  words  going  before  and  following,  as 
now  referred  to.  And  as  to  his  argument,  it  amounts  to  no 
more  than  this ;  that  they  shall  be  kept  by  the  power  of  God, 
if  they  keep  themselves  ;  or  they  shall  persevere  if  they  perse- 
vere, to  which  I  need  make  no  reply. 

But  since  our  main  design  in  this  head  is  not  to  prove  that 
believers  shall  persevere,  which  we  reserve  to  our  next;  but 
to  shew  that  whatever  v-^e  assert  concerning  their  perseverance, 
take  its  rise  from  God ;  we  shall  consider  this  as  plainly  con* 
tained  in  scripture.  Accordingly  the  apostle  speaks  of  the 
Lord's  delivering  him  from  every  evil  mork,  and  preserving  hint 
to  his  heavenly  kingdom,  2  Tim.  iv.  18.  Jude,  ver.  1.  and  the 
apostle  Jude  speaks  of  believers  as  sanctified  by  God  the  Father^ 
and  preserved  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  called,  or  as  being  first 
called,  and  then  preserved  by  God  the  Father,  through  the  in- 
tervention of  Christ,  our  great  Mediator,  till  they  are  brought 
to  glory.  And  our  Saviour,  in  his  affectionate  prayer  for  his 
church,  a  little  before  he  left  the  world,  says,  Holy  Father^ 
keep,  through  thine  own  name,  those  ixihom  thou  hast  giveH 
me,  John  xvii.  11.  Vt'hich  not  only  proves  that  the  perseverance 
of  the  saints  is  owing  to  God,  but  that  the  glory  of  his  own 
name  is  concerned  herein ;  therefore  it  is  not  from  ourselves, 
but  him  :  and  there  is  another  scripture,  in  which  our  Saviour, 
st>eaks  of  the  perseverance  of  his  sheep  in  grace,  and  of  his 
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giving  them  eternal  life,  and  adds,  th:xt  thei/  shall  never  perish^ 
iifithcr  shall  aiiy  pluck  them  out  of  his  hcind^  chap.  x.  28.  there- 
fore it  is  owing  to  his  care,  as  the  great  Shepherd  of  the  sheep, 
and  to  his  power,  that  is  superior  to  that  of  all  those  who  at- 
tempt to  destroy  them,  that  they  shall  persevere  in  grace.  And 
this  leads  us  to  consider, 

III.  What  ground  we  have  to  conclude  that  the  saints  shall 
persevere  in  grace,  and  so  explain  and  illustrate  the  argument?, 
insisted  on  in  this  answer,  together  with  some  others  that  may 
be  taken  from  the  sense  of  several  scriptures,  by  which  thi'i 
doctrine  may  be  defended;, 

1.  The  saints'  perseverance  in  grace  may  be  proved  from  the 
unchangeable  love  of  God,  and  his  decree  and  purpose,  rela- 
ting to  their  salvation,  in  which  it  is  discovered  and  executed. 
That  God  loved  them  with  a  love  of  good-will,  before  they 
vvere  inclined  to  express  any  love  to  him,  is  evident ;  because 
their  love  to  him  is  assigned  as  the  effect  and  consequence  of 
■his  love  to  them,  as  the  apostle  says,  We  love  him  because  he 
Jirst  loved  us i,  1  John  iv.  19.  Therefore  this  love  of  God  to 
his  people,  must  be  considered  as  an  immanent  act;  fronrx 
whence  it  follows,  that  it  was  from  eternity,  since  all  God's 
immanent  acts  are  eternal:  and  this  is  particularly  expi'essed 
by  the  prophet,  when  he  says,  The  Lord  hath  appeared  of  old 
nnto  vie^  saying-^  T'ea^  I  hcve  loved  thee  zvith  an  everlasting- 
love,  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  If  this  be  meant  of  a  love  that  shall  never 
have  an  end,  it  plainly  proves  the  doctrine  we  are  defending ; 
but  inasmuch  as  the  words  that  immediately  follow.  Therefore^ 
xuith  loving  kindness  have  I draivn  thee,  seem  to  intimate  that 
this  everlasting  love  is  that  which  was  from  everlasting;  as  his 
drawing  them  or  bringing  thtm  into  a  converted  state  is  the 
result  hereof:  therefore  this  everlasting  love  is  the  same  as  his 
eternal  purpose,  or  design  to  save  them.  If  there  be  such  axi 
eternal  purpose  relating  to  their  salvation,  tliis  necessarily  in- 
fers their  perseverance ;  and  that  there  was  such  a  design  in. 
God  has  been  already  proved  under  a  foregoing  answer  *.  And 
they  who  are  the  objects  of  this  eternal  purpose  of  grace  arc 
frequently  described,  in  scripture,  as  believers,  inasmuch  aa 
faith  and  salvation  are  inseparably  connected  together;  there- 
fore, the  execution  of  God's  purpos6  in  giving  faiih,  necessari- 
ly infers  the  execution  thereof,  in  saving  them  that  believe. 

'  That  this  purpose  of  grace  Is  unchangeable,  has  been  before 
proved  f  5  and  may  be  farther  argued  from  v/hat  the  apostle 
speaks  concerning  the  immutahilitij  of  his  counsel^  shewn  to  the 
heirs  of  promise,  as  the  ground  of  that  strong  consolation  which 
they  have  xvho  are  fifing  for  refuge  to  laij  hold  upon  the  hope  set 
before  them,  Heb*  vi.  17,  18.     Therefore,  if  God  cannot  change 
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Ills  purpose,  relating  to  the  salvation  of  believers,  it  necessari- 
ly follows,  that  they  shall  certainly  attain  this  salvation,  and 
tonsequentlv,  that  they  shall  perse\'ere  in  grace. 

Obj.  To  this  it  ^vili  be  objected,  that  though  God  may  be 
said  to  love  his  people,  while  they  retain  thtir  integrity,  yet 
ihey  niav  provoke  him  by  their  sins  to  cast  them  off;  there- 
fore the  present  exercise  of  divine  love  to  them  is  no  certain 
argument  that  it  shall  be  extended  to  the  end,  so  as  that,  by 
virtue  hereof,  he  will  enable  them  to  persevere,  and  then  bring 
ihem  to  glory. 

Answ.  To  this  it  may  be  replied ;  that  we  do  not  deny  that 
believers,  by  their  sins,  may  provoke  God  so  far,  as  that,  if  he; 
should  mark  their  iniquities,  or  deal  with  them  according  to 
the  demerit  thereof,  he  would  cast  them  off  for  ever;  but  this 
he  will  not  do,  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  his  purpose  to 
recover  them  from  their  backslidings,  and  forgive  their  ini- 
quities. Moreover,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  notwithstanding 
God's  eternal  love  to  them,  there  are  man}^  instances  of  his  ha- 
tred and  displeasure  expressed  in  the  external  dispensations  of 
his  providence,  which  are  as  often  changed,  as  their  conduct 
towards  him  is  changed ;  but  this  does  not  infer  a  change  in 
God's  purpose  :  he  may  testify  his  displeasure  against  them, 
or  as  the  Psalmist  expresses  it,  Visit  their  transgressions  with 
the  rody  and  their  iniquities  xvith  stripes^  Psal.  Ixxxix.  32. 
Nevertheless  he  cannot  change  his  resolution  to  save  them ; 
and  therefore,  by  some  methods  of  grace,  he  will  recover  them 
from  their  backslidings,  and  enable  them  to  persevere  in  grace, 
since  his  counsel  shall  stand,  and  he  will  do  all  his  pleasure. 
2.  Another  argument  to  prove  the  saints'  perseverance,  may 
be  taken  from  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  many  promises 
respecting  their  salvation,  which  are  contained  therein.  That 
•this  may  appear,  let  it  be  considered, 

(1.)  That  Christ  was  appointed  to  be  the  head  of  this  cove- 
nant, as  was  observed  in  a  foregoing  answer  '^  ;  and  accord- 
ingly there  was  an  eternal  transaction  between  the  Father  and 
him;  in  which,  all  things  were  stipulated  in  the  behalf  of  his 
elect,  whom  he  therein  represented,  which  relate  to  their  ever- 
lasting salvation.  In  this  covenant  God  the  Father,  not  only 
promised  that  he  shoidd  have  a  seed  to  serve  him^  Psal.  xxii. 
.30.  but  that  he  should  see  his  seed;  and  that  the  pleasure  of  the 
Lord^  with  relation  to  them,  should  prosper  in  his  hand;  that 
he.  should  see  of  the  travel  of  his  scul^  and  be  satis fed^  Isa.  liii. 
10,  II.  which  implies,  that  he  should  see  the  fruits  and  effects 
of  all  that  he  had  done  and  suffered  for  them,  in  order  to  their 
sdlvation  ;  and  this  is  not  spoken  of  some  of  them,  but  of  all ; 
and  it  could  not  have  had  its  accomplishment,  were  it  possi- 
ble fur  them  not  to  persevere  in  grace. 

•   Sec  Vo.  U.  page  170,  in. 
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(2.)  In  this  covenant,  Christ  has  undertaken  to  keep  them, 
as  the  result  of  his  becoming  u  Surety  tor  them,  in  ■which  he 
not  only  engaged  to  pay  the  debt  of  obedience  and  suiTerings 
that  was  due  from  them,  which  he  has  already  done  ;)  but  that 
he  would  work  all  that  grace  in  them  which  he  purchased  by 
his  blood ;  and  he  has  already  begun  this  work  in  them  which 
is  not  yet  accomplished :  can  we  therefore  suppose  that  he  will 
not  bring  it  to  perfection,  nor  enable  them  to  endure  to  the  end, 
that  they  may  be  saved,  which  would  argue  the  greatest  un- 
faithfulness in  him,  who  is  styled  Faithful  and  True  ? 

Moreover,  as  there  are  engagements  on  Christ's  part,  rela- 
ting hereunto,  and  in  pursuance  thereof,  they  are  said  to  be  in 
his  hand ;  so  the  Father  has  given  them  an  additional  security, 
that  they  shall  be  preserved  from  apostasy ;  and  therefore  they 
are  also  said  to  be  in  his  hand ;  from  whence  Jione  can  pluck 
them  out;  and  from  thence  it  is  argued,  that  thaj  shall  never 
perish,  John  x.  28.  29.  And  v.-e  may  observe,  that  the  life 
\\  hich  Christ  is  said  to  give  them  respects  not  only  the  begin- 
ning thereof,  in  the  first  grace  which  they  are  made  partakers 
of  in  conversion ;  but  it  is  called  eternal  life,  which  certainly 
denotes  the  completing  of  this  work  in  their  everlasting  salva- 
tion. 

(3.)  The  subject-matter  of  the  promises  contained  in  the  co- 
venant of  grace,  relates  not  only  to  their  sanctification  here,  but 
salvation  hereafter;  in  which  respect  it  is  called  an  everlastinj^ 
covenant,  and  the  mercies  thereof,  the  sure  viercies  of  David, 
Isa.  Iv.  3,  4.  that  is,  either  those  niercies  v/hich  David,  who 
liad  an  interest  in  this  covenant,  was  given  to  expect ;  or  mer- 
cies which  Christ  had  engaged  to  purchase  and  bestow,  who  is 
here  called  David,  as  elsewhere,  Hos.  iii.  5.  inasmuch  as  Da- 
vid was  an  eminent  type  of  him,  as  well  as  because  he  was  his 
seed  according  to  the  flesh ;  and  that  this  is  the  more  proba- 
ble sense  of  the  two,  appears  from  the  following  words,  in 
which  he  is  said  to  be  given  for  a  xvitness  to  the  people,  a  leader 
and  commander  to  the  people :  and  if  these  mercies  are  ia 
Christ's  hand  to  apply,  it  is  no  wonder  that  they  are  styled 
aiire  mercies. 

We  might  here  consider  the  covenant  of  grace  as  contain- 
ing in  it  all  the  promises  that  respect  the  beginning,  carr3'ing 
on,  or  completing  the  salvation  of  his  people ;  and  these  relate 
not  only  to  what  God  will  do  for  them ;  but  what  he  will  ena- 
ble them  to  be,  and  do,  in  those  things  that  concern  their  faith- 
fulness to  him,  whereby  they  have  the  highest  security  that 
they  shall  behave  themselves  as  becomes  a  covenant-people. 
Thus  he  assures  them,  that  he  will  be  to  them  a  God,  that  is, 
that  he  will  glorify  his  divine  perfections  in  bestowing  on  them 
the  special  and  distinguishing  blessings  of  the  covenant;  and 
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tjiat  they  shall  be  to  him  a  people,  that  is,  shall  behave  them- 
selves  so  as  that  they  shall  not,  by  apostacy  from  him,  oblige 
him  to  disown  his  relation  to  them,  or  exclude  them  from  his 
covenant.  He  has  not  only  encouraged  them  to  expect  those 
gr*at  things  that  be  would  do  for  them,  provided  they  yielded 
obedience  to  his  law  ;  but  that  he  would  put  his  law  into  their 
ifirvo'rd parts.,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts.,  whereby  they  might 
be  disposed  to  obey  him  :  and  when  he  says,  that  they  shall 
teach  no  more  every  man  his  neighbour.,  and  every  man  his  bro- 
ther., saying.,  Knoto  the  Lord.,  he  gives  them  to  understand  that 
they  should  not  only  teach  or  instruct  one  other  in  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  which  respects  their  being  favoured  with  the 
external  means  of  grace ;  but  that  they  should  all  know  him^ 
from  the  least  of  than  wito  the  greatest.  This  not  only  denoter. 
that  they  should  have  a  speculative  knowledge  of  divine  truth, 
but  a  saving  knowledge  thereof;  which  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  life  eternal^  John  xvii.  3.  as  appears  from  its  be- 
ing accompanied  with,  or  flowing  from  forgiveness  of  sin,  as  it 
immediately  follows  ;  jTi^r  I  will  forgive  their  iniquity;  and 
this  is  expressed  with  a  peculiar  emphasis,  which  is  certainly 
inconsistent  with  their  falling  from  a  justified  state,  when  it  is 
said,  /  wi/l  remonber  their  sin  no  more.,  Jcr.  xxxi.  33,  34.  And 
elsewhere,  when  God  speaks  of  his  making  an  everlasting  cO' 
vcnant  with  his  people,  chap,  xxxii.  40.  he  promises  that  he 
tvill  not  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good;  aiid,  inasmuch 
as  they  are  prone,  bj  reason  of  the  deceitfulness  of  their  hearts, 
to  turn  aside  from  him,  he  adds,  I  ivill  put  my  fear  in  their 
hearts,  that  they  shall  not  dx'part  from  rne  ;  it  is  not  only  said 
that  he  Avill  not  turn  from  them,  if  they  fear  him  ;  but  he  gives 
them  security  in  this  covenant,  that  they  shall  fear  him  :  can 
"ve  therefore  conclude  that  they,  in  whom  this  covenant  is  so 
far  made  good,  that  God  has  put  his  fe?,r  in  their  hearts,  whicli 
is  supposed  in  their  being  believers,  shall  not  attain  the  other 
blessing  promised,  to  wit,  that  of  their  not  departing  from  him  ? 

Moreover,  the  stability  of  this  covenant,  as  a  foundation  of 
•.'."he  saints'  perseverance,  is  set  foith  by  a  metaphor,  taken  from 
•♦he  most  lixt d  and  stable  parts  of  nature  ;  and  it  is  said  to  ex- 
reed  them  herein  ;  The  mountains  shall  depart  and  the  hills  he 
Removed.,  but  my  kindness  shall  not  depart  from  thee;  neither 
shall  the  cave?iant  of  my  peace  be  ranoved.,  saith  the  Lord.,  that 
hath  mercy  on  thee,  Isa,  liv.  10. 

Ohjeci.  The  principal  objection  that  is  brought  to  enervate 
the  force  of  this  argument  taken  from  those  promises  of  the 
covenant,  which  respect  the  saints'  perseverance,  is,  that  they 
<ire  to  be  considered  either  as  conditional,  and  the  condition ; 
thereof  not  fulfilled,  in  which  case  they  are  not  obliging,  and 
ihcrc^rcre  God  is  Ect  bound  to  give  salvation  to  those  to  whoi^ 
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he  has  pioTnlsed  it,  upon  these  conditions ;  or  else  tliey  are  to 
be  considered  as  made  to  a  political  body,  viz.  the  Jewish  na-^ 
tion,  in  which  case  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  they  rcsp'v.ct 
their  etern;il  salvation,  but  only  some  temporal  deliverance 
which  they  were  to  be  made  partakers  of,  that  belonged  to  that 
church  in  general ;  for  everlasting  salvation  is  never  considered 
as  a  blessing  that  shall  be  applied  to  whole  nations,  how  much 
^>oever  an  whole  nation  may  partake  of  the  common  gifts  of 
divine  bounty  which  are  bestowed  in  this  world. 

Ausxv.  In  answer  to  this  objection,  in  both  its  branches,  I 
need  only  refer  to  what  has  been  said  elsewhere.  As  to  the 
former  branch  thereof,  we  have  endeavoured  to  shew  how  those 
scriptures  are  to  be  understood  which  are  laid  down  in  a  con- 
ditional form,  without  supposing  that  they  militate  against  the 
absoluteness  of  God's  purpose,  or  its  unchangeableness,  and 
independency  on  the  conduct  of  men.*  And  as  to  the  latter 
branch  thereof;  what  has  been  said  in  answer  to  an  objection 
of  the  like  nature,  brought  against  the  doctrine  of  election  by 
J)r.  Whitby,  and  others,  who  suppose  that  the  blessings,  which 
The  elect  are  said  to  be  made  partakers  of  in  scripture,  respect 
the  nation  of  the  Jews,  or  the  church  in  general,  and  not  a  par- 
ticular number  chosen  out  of  thein  to  salvation ;  and  that  the 
promises  which  are  directed  to  them,  are  only  such  as  they 
were  given  to  ejcpect,  as  a  church  or  political  body  of  men, 
may  well  be  applied  to  our  present  purpose,  and  serve  as  an 
ansu'er  to  this  objection  ;f  therefore  all  that  I  shall  add  by  M'ay 
of  reply  to  it,  in  this  place,  is, 

[l.l  Jf  any  thing  be  annexed  to  these  promises  of  the  cove- 
nant, that  gives  occasion  for  some  to  conclude,  that  it  is  con- 
ditional, we  must  take  heed  that  we  do  not  understand  such 
expressions  as  denoting  the  dependance  of  God's  determina- 
tions on  the  arbitrary  will  of  man ;  as  though  his  purpose  rcr 
iating  to  the  salvation  of  his  people  were  indeterminate,  and  it 
were  a  matter  of  doubt  with  him,  as  well  as  with  us,  whether 
lie  should  fulfd  it  or  no  ;  because  it  is  uncertain  whether  the 
conditiojiS  thereof  shall  be  performed  ;  for  this  supposition  is 
inconsistent  with  the  divine  perfections :  but,  if,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  suppose  that  the  grace  or  duty  annexed  to  the  pro- 
mise, must  have  some  idea  of  a  condition  contained  in  it;  this 
jnay  be  understood  according  to  the  tenor  of  God's  revealed 
vv^ill,  a^  denoting  nothing  else  but  a  condition  of  our  expecta- 
tion, or  of  our  claim  to  the  blessing  promised  ;  and  then  no-i 
thing  can  be  inferred  from  hence,  but  that  some  who  lay  clainn 
to,  or  expect  salvation,  w  ithout  performing  the  condition  there^ 
of,  may  apostatize,  and  so  miss  of  it ;  which  does  not  in  the 
Jervst  militate  against  the  doctrine  we  are  defending. 
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And  to  this  ve  may  farther  add,  that  when  such  a  condi- 
tion is  annexed  to  a  promise  (for  I  will  not  decline  to  call  it  so, 
in  the  sense  but  now  laid  down)  and  there  is  another  promise 
added,  in  which  God  engages  that  he  will  enable  them  to  per- 
form this  condition,  that  is  equivalent  to  an  absolute  promise; 
and  of  this  kind  arc  those  conditions  that  are  mentioned  in  the 
scriptures  before  referred  to,  as  has  been  already  observed. 
When  God  promises  that  he  will  be  a  God  to  them,  that  he 
w  ill  forgive  their  iniquities,  and  never  reverse  the  sentence  of 
forgiveness,  or  remember  their  sins  no  more,  and  that  he  will 
never  turn  away  from  them  to  do  them  good ;  he,  at  the  same 
time  promises,  that  he  will  put  his  law  in  their  inward  parts, 
and  write  it  in  their  hearts,  and  put  his  fear  in  their  hearts,  and 
so  enable  them  to  behave  themselves  as  his  people,  or  to  be 
to  him  a  people ;  and  when  God  sets  forth  the  stability  of  his 
covenant,  and  intimates  that  it  should  not  be  removed,  he  adds, 
that  his  kindness  shall  not  depart  from  them,  which  kindness 
does  not  barely  respect  some  temporal  blessings  which  he 
would  bestow  upon  them,  but  his  extending  that  grace  to  them 
that  should  keep  them  faithful  to  him  ;  and  therefore  he  says, 
that  in  righteousness  they  should  be  established;  which  con- 
tains a  promise  to  maintain  grace  in  them,  without  which  they 
could  hardly  be  .said  to  be  established  in  righteousness,  as  well 
as  that  he  would  perform  the  other  things  promised  to  them  in 
this  covenant. 

[2.]  As  to  the  other  branch  of  the  objection,  in  which  the 
promises  are  considered  as  given  to  the  church  in  general,  or 
to  the  Jews,  as  a  political  body  of  men  ;  and  that  this  cannot  be 
supposed  to  respect  th-ir  everlasting  salvation,  but  only  some 
temporal  blessings  which  they  should  enjoy,  it  mav  be  replied, 
That  this  is  to  be  determined  by  the  express  words  contained 
in  the  pi-omise  :  if  God  tells  them  that  he  will  do  that  for  them 
which  include^  more  in  it  than  the  blessings  which  they  are 
supposed  to  enjoy,  that  are  of  a  temporal  nature,  we  arc  not  to 
conclude  that  there  is  nothing  of  salvation  contained  in  them, 
when  the  words  seem  t^;  imply  that  there  is.  And  though  these 
promises  are  said  to  be  given  to  the  Jews,  as  a  political  body 
of  men,  and  there  are  some  circumstances  therein,  which  have 
an  immediate  and  particular  relation  to  them :  yet  the  promi- 
ses of  special  grace  and  salvation  were  to  be  applied  only  by 
those  who  believed  amongst  them  ;  and  the  same  promises  are 
to  be  applied  by  believers  in  all  ages  ;  or  else  we  must  under- 
stand those  scriptures  only  as  an  historical  relation  of  things 
that  do  not  belong  to  us ;  vvdiich  would  tend  very  much  to 
detract  from  the  spirituality  and  usefulness  of  many  parts  of 
scripture. 

To  make  this  appear,  we  might  consider  some  promises 
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vhlch,  when  first  made,  had  a  particular  relation  to  God*s 
dealings  with  his  people  in  those  circumstances  in  which  they 
Were  at  that  time  ;  which,  notwithstanding,  arc  applied  in  a 
niore  extensive  mannc;r,  to  New  Testament  believers  in  all 
ages.  Thus  when  God  tells  his  people,  in  the  scripture  before 
referred  to,  that  ell  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord^ 
Isa.  liv.  13.  whatever  respect  this  may  have  to  the  church  of  the 
Jews,  our  Saviour  applies  it  in  a  more  extensive  way,  as  belong- 
ing to  believers  in  all  ages,  when  he  says,  Every  man  therefore 
that  hath  heard  and  learned  of  the  Father^  coraeth  unto  me^  John 
vi.  45.  And  when  God  promises  Joshua  that  lie  would  not  fail 
nor  forsake  him.,  and  encourages  him  thereby,  not  to  fear  nor 
be  dismayed.,  Josh.  i.  5,  9.  when  he  was  to  pass  over  Jordan, 
into  the  land  of  Canaan ;  and  after  that,  to  engage  in  a  work 
which  was  attended  with  many  difficulties  :  this  promise  is  ap- 
plied, by  the  apostle,  as  an  inducement  to  believers,  in  his  day, 
to  be  content  -with  such  things  as  they  have;  accordingly  he 
adds,  that  what  God  told  Joshua  of  old,  the  same  was  written 
for  their  encouragement,  xiiz.  that  he  xvoidd  riever  leave  than^ 
nor  forsake  them.,  Heb.  xiii.  5.  We  cannot  therefore  but  con- 
clude from  hence,  that  this  objection  is  of  no  force  in  either  of 
its  branches,  to  overthrow  the  doctrine  of  the  saints'  perseve- 
rance, as  founded  on  the  stability  of  the  promises  of  the  cove- 
n<int  of  grace. 

3.  The  saints'  perseverance  in  grace  may  be  farther  proved 
from  their  inseparable  union  with  Christ :  this  union  is  not  only 
federal,  as  he  is  the  head  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  they 
his  members,  whose  salvation  he  has  engaged  to  bring  about,  as 
was  observed  under  the  last  head ;  but  he  may  be  considered 
also  as  their  vital  head,  from  whom  they  receive  spiritual  life 
and  influence ;  so  that  as  long  as  they  abide  in  him,  their  spi- 
ritual life  is  maintained  as  derived  from  him :  if  we  consider 
the  church,  or  the  whole  election  of  grace  as  united  to  him,  it 
is  called.  His  body..  Col.  i.  24.  the  fulness  of  him  that  filleth  all , 
in  all.,  Eph.  i.  23.  and  every  believer  being  a  member  of  this 
body,  or  a  part,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  of  this  fulness,  if  it 
should  perish  and  be  separated  from  him,  his  body  would  be 
defective,  and  he  would  sustain  a  loss  of  that  which  is  an  in- 
gredient in  his  fulness. 

Moreover,  as  this  union  includes  in  it  that  relation  between 
Christ  and  his  people,  which  is,  bv  a  metaphorical  way  of  speak- 
ing, styled  conjugal;*  and  accordingly  is  mutual,  as  the  result 
of  liis  becoming  theirs  by  an  act  of  grace,  and  they  his  by  an  act 
of  self-dedication;  this  is  the  foundation  of  mutual  love,  which 
is  abiding,  it  is  certainly  so  on  his  part ;  because  it  is  urrchange- 
able.  ?■=.  founded  on  a  covenant-engagement,  which/lv:;  cannot 
^    ^f?  ParT  W,  10,  rr;.'c.  ) 
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violate ;  and  though  their  love  to  him  be  in  itself  subject  Ui 
change,  through  the  prcvalency  of  corrupt  nature,  which  too 
much  inclines  them  to  be  unstedfast  in  this  marriage-covenant; 
yet  he  will  recover  and  bring  them  back  to  him,  and  will  not 
deal  with  them  as  persons  do  with  strangers,  whoiq  they  ex- 
clude from  their  presence  or  favour,  if  they  render  themselves 
unworthy  of  it;  but  they  who  stand  in  a  nearer  relation  to  him, 
and  accordingly  are  the  objects  of  his  special  love,  shall  not  be 
cast  off  for  ever,  how  much  soever  he  may  resent  their  unwor- 
thy behaviour  to  him.  Not  to  be  separate  from  Christ,  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  apostle's  expression,  not  to  be  separated  from 
his  love ;  and  this,  he  says,  he  was  persuaded  that  he  should 
not  be,  or  that  neither  death  nor  life^  nor  angels^  nor  princi- 
palities^ nor  powers^  nor  things  present^  nor  things  to  come^  ncr 
height^  nor  depths  nor  any  other  creature  shall  be  able  to  do  itj 
Rom.  viii.  Z5^  38,  39.  Accordingly  it  is  said,  that  having  loved 
his  own^  which  were  in  the  xvorldy  he  loved  them  unto  the  end^ 
John  xiii.  1. 

Here  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  a  very  jejune  and  empty 
^icnse  which  some  give  of  this  text,  to  evade  the  force  of  the 
argument  taken  from  it,  to  prove  the  doctrine  we  are  main* 
taining.  How  plausible  soever  it  may  seem  to  be  to  those  who 
conclude  that  this  must  be  the  true  sense,  because  it  favours 
their  ov/n  cause :  by  his  oxvn  they  mean  no  other  than  Christ's 
disciples,  whom  he  was  at  that  tim.e  conversant  with ;  and  in- 
deed, they  apply  whatever  Christ  says,  in  some  following  chap-* 
ters,  to  them,  exclusive  of  all  others ;  as  when  he  says,  21?  are 
not  of  the  worlds  hut  I  have  chosen  you  out  of  the  xvorld,  chap.- 
XV.  19.  and  because  I  live^  ye  shall  live  also^  chap.  xiv.  19i 
This,  they  suppose,  respects  them  in  particular ;  and  so  in  the 
text  before  us,  having  loved  his  oxvn  xvhich  xvere  in  the  xvorld; 
that  is,  his  own  disciples ;  as  though  he  had  a  propriety  in  none 
but  them ;  he  loved  them  to  the  end;  that  is,  not  to  the  end  of 
theif  lives ;  for  that  would  prove  the  doctrine  we  are  main- 
taining, but  to  the  end  of  his  life,  which  v/as  now  at  hand ;  and 
his  love  to  them,  they  suppose  to  be  expressed  in  this,  that  he 
condescended  to  wash  their  feet.  But  if  this  were  the  sense  of 
the  words,  his  love  to  them  would  not  be  so  extraordinary  a 
privilege  as  it  really  is ;  for  it  \vould  be  only  an  instance  af 
human  and  not  divine  love.  And  indeed,  our  happiness  con- 
sists, not  only  in  Christ's  loving  us  to  the  end  of  his  life  ;  bi?t 
in  his  continuing  to  express  his  love  in  his  going  into  heaven 
to  prepare  a  place,  and  there  making  continual  intercession  for 
us ;  and  in  the  end,  in  his  coming  again  to  receive  us  to  him- 
self, that  where  he  is,  we  may  be  also  j  v/hich  leads  us  to  con-" 
.-ider, 

4.  That  the  mints'  nerESvernnce  fp.rther  apoears  from  Chnst'& 
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tontlnual  intercession  for  them.  This  has  been  particularly  ex- 
jplained  in  a  foregoing  answer;*  and  the  apostle  speaking  of 
his  ever  living-  to  make  intercession  tor  his  people,  infers  that 
he  is  able  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost  that  come  unto  God  bij 
him,  Hcb.  vii.  25.  This  he  could  not  be  said  to  do,  should  he 
leave  the  work  which  he  has  begun  in  them,  imperfect,  and 
suffer  them,  who  come  to  him  by  faith,  to  apostatize  from  him-- 
We  have  before  considered  Christ's  intercession,  as  including 
in  it  his  appearing  in  the  presence  of  God,  in  the  behalf  of 
those  for  whom  he  o/Fered  himself  a  sacrifice  while  here  on. 
earth ;  and  also,  that  what  he  intercedes  for  shall  certainly  be 
granted  him,  not  only  because  he  is  the  Son  of  God,  in  whonr* 
he  is  well  pleased,  but  because  he  pleads  his  own  merits  ;  and 
t&  deny  to  grant  what  he  merited,  would  be,  in  effect,  to  deny 
the  sufficiency  thereof,  as  though  the  purchase  had  not  been 
fully  satisfactory ;  therefore  we  must  conclude,  as  he  himself 
said  on  earth,  that  the  Father  heareth  him  ahvays>.  It  is  also 
evident,  that  he  prays  for  the  perseverance  of  his  people,  as  he 
says  to  Peter,  I  have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not^ 
Luke  xxii.  32.  And  there  are  many  things  in  that  affectionate 
prayer,  mentioned  in  John  xvii.  which  he  put  up  to  God,  im- 
niediately  before  his  last  sufferings,  which  respect  their  perse- 
verance in  grace ;  as  when  he  says.  Holy  Father,  keep  through 
thine  own  najne  those  -whom  thou  hast  given  me,  that  they  may 
be  one,  as  xve  are,  John  xvii.  11.  and,  /  pray  not  that  thou 
shouldst  take  them  out  of  the  xvorld,  but  that  thou  shouldst  keep 
them  from  the  evil,  ver.  15.  that  is,  either  the  evil  that  often 
attends  the  condition  in  which  they  are,  in  the  world,  that  so 
the  work  of  grace  may  not  suffer,  at  least,  not  miscarry  there- 
by ;  or  else,  that  he  would  keep  them  from  the  evil  one,  that 
CO  they  may  not  be  brought  again  under  his  dominion  ;  he  also 
prays,  that  they  may  be  made  perfect  in  one,  ver.  23.  that  is^ 
not  only  that  they  may  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same 
design,  but  that  this  unanimity  may  continue  till  they  are 
brought  to  a  state  of  perfection ;  and  that  the  xvorld  may  knozo 
that  God  has  loved  them,  even  as  he  has  loved  Christ.  And  he 
declares  his  will;  which  shews  that  his  intercession  is  founded 
on  justice,  and  accordingly  contains  in  it  the  nature  of  a  de- 
mand, rather  than  a  supplication  for  what  might  be  given  or 
denied,  namely,  That  they  -whom  the  Father  had  given  him, 
inight  be  "with  hhn  xvhere  he  is,  'that  they  may  behold  his  glory, 
Ver.  24.  all  which  expressions  are  very  inconsistent  with  the 
supposition,  that  it  is  possible  that  they,  whom  he  thus  inter- 
cedes for,  may  apostatize,  or  fall  s'rwi  of  sr.'v-itior. 

Object.   It  is  objected  by  some,  that  tliis  prayer  respects 

•  See  Vol  II  paffe  473—479.  Quect.W. 
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none  but  his  disciples,  who  were  his  immediate  friends  and  fol- 
lowers, and  not  believers  in  all  ages  and  places  in  the  world. 

Ansxv.  But  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  That  the  contrary  here- 
unto is  evident,  from  several  things  which  are  mentioned  ir. 
this  prayer,  as  for  instance,  he  says.  That  the  Father  had  given 
him  power  ever  all  Jlesh  ;  that  he  ahculd  give  eternal  life  to  az 
many  as  he  had  given  him^  ver.  2.  the  sense  of  which  words 
M'ill  sink  too  low,  if  we  suppose  that  he  intends  thereby,  thou, 
hast  given  me  power  to  dispose  ot  all  persons  and  things  in 
this  world,  that  I  may  give  eternal  life  to  that  small  number 
which  thou  hast  given  me,  namely,  my  disciples ;  whereas  he 
speaks  of  that  universal  dominion  which  he  has  over  all  per- 
sons and  things,  which  were  committed  to  him  with  this  view, 
that  all  those  who  were  put  into  his  hand  to  redeem  and  save, 
should  attain  eternal  life  :  and  again,  he  says,  I  have  manifested 
thy  name  unto  the  ynen  which  thou  gavest  me  out  of  the  world; 
thine  they  were^  and  thou  gavest  them  me^  and  they  have  kept 
thy  zvord,  ver.  6.  Did  Christ  manifest  the  divine  name  and 
glory  to  none  but  those  who  were  his  disciples  ;  and  were  there 
none  but  them  that  had  kept  his  word  ?  And  vt'hen  he  says, 
that  they  whom  he  prayed  for,  are  the  Father's;  and  adds, 
that  all  mine  are  thine,  and  thine  are  mine ;  and  I  ant.  glorified 
in  ihem,  ver.  9,  10.  Is  the  number  of  those,  whom  Christ  has 
a  right  to,  and  the  Father  has  set  apart  for  himself,  in  whom 
he  would  shew  forth  his  glory,  as  the  objects  of  his  love,  and 
in  whom  Christ,  as  JNIediator,  was  to  be  glorified,  so  small,  as 
that  it  contained  only  the  eleven  disciples  ?  Or  does  it  not  ra- 
ther respect  all  that  have,  or  shall  believe,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end  of  time  ?  and  when  he  speaks  of  the  world^s  hating 
them,  because  they  are  not  of  the  world,  John  xvii.  14,  15.  and 
of  their  being  exposed  to  the  evils  that  are  in  the  world,  or  the 
assaults  of  Satan,  who  is  their  avowed  enemy ;  is  this  only  ap- 
plicable to  the  disciples  ?  And  when  he  says,  Neither  pray  I 
for  these  alone,  that  is,  for  those  who  now  believe,  but  for  them 
also  which  ihall  believe,  ver.  20.  does  it  not  plainly  intimate  that 
he  had  others  in  view  besides  his  disciples  ?  These,  and  seve- 
ral other  passages  in  this  prayer,  are  a  sufficient  evidence  that 
there  is  no  weight  in  the  objection,  to  overthrow  the  argument 
we  are  maintaining. 

5.  Believers'  perseverance  in  grace  may  be  proved  from  the 
Spirit  and  seed  of  God  abiding  in  them.  When  at  first  they 
were  regenerated,  it  was  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  as 
condescending  to  come  and  take  up  his  abode  in  them  :  thus 
"we  read  of  their  being  acted  b}',  and  under  the  influence  of, 
the  Hoi)'  Ghost,  who  is  said  to  dvvell  where  he  is  pleased  to 
display  his  divine  power  and  glory ;  and  if  these  displays  here- 
of be  internal,  then  he  dv.tlls  in  the  heart.  Our  Saviour  speaks 
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of  him,  as  cncther  Comforter  given,  that  he  may  abide  with  his 
people /or  ever,  chap.  xiv.  19.  And  this  indwelling  of  the  Spi- 
rit is  very  distinct  from  that  extraordinary  dispensation  whii  h 
the  church  had,  when  they  were  favoured  with  inspiration ;  for 
the  apostle  speaks  of  it  as  a  privilege  peculiar  to  believers  as 
such,  when  he  says,  2"e  are  not  in  thejicsh,  but  in  the  Spirit ; 
■if  so  be  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwell  in  ijoii:  Now  if  any  man 
have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christy  he  is  none  of  his,  Rom.  viii.  9.  the 
meaning  of  which  cannot  be,  that  they  have  no  interest  in 
Christ,  who  have  not  the  extraordinary  afflatus  of  the  Spirit, 
?uch  as  the  prophtts  had;  therefore  we  must  suppose,  that  this 
is  a  privilege  which  believers  have  in  all  ages.  Now  if  the  Spi- 
rit is  pleased  to  condescend  thus  to  take  up  his  abode  in  the 
soul,  and  that  for  ever,  he  v/ill  certainly  preserve  it  frond 
aipostacy. 

And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  there  are  several  fruits  and 
tffects  of  the  Spirit's  dwelling  in  the  soul,  which  affords  an  ad- 
ditional proof  of  this  doctrine :  thus  believers  are  said  to  have 
the  first  fruits  of  the  Spirit,  ver.  23.  that  is,  they  have  those 
graces  wrought  in  them  which  are  the  beginning  of  salvation ; 
and  as  the  first  fruits  are  a  part  of  the  harvest  that  will  follow, 
these  are  the  fore-tastes  of  the  heavenly  blessedness  which  God 
would  never  have  bestowed  upon  them  had  he  not  designed 
to  preserve  them  from  apostasy.  Moreover,  believers  are  said 
to  be  sealed  xvith  that  Holij  Spirit  of  promise,  zvhich  is  the  ear- 
nest of  their  inheritance,  Eph.  i.  13,  14.  The  earnest,  as  given 
by  men,  is  generally  deemed  a  part  of  payment,  upon  which 
they  who  are  made  partakers  thereof,  are  satisfied  that  they 
«hall,  at  last,  receive  the  full  reward  ',  and  shall  believers  miss 
of  the  heavenly  blessedness,  who  have  such  a  glorious  pledge 
and  earnest  of  it  ?  Again,  if  v/e  consider  the  Spirit  as  bearing 
xvitness  with  their  spirits,  that  they  are  the  children  of  God ;  and 
if  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God,  and  Joint  heirs  xvtth  Christ ; 
and  that  they  shall  he  glorified  together  with  him,  Rom.  viii. 
16,  17.  is  this  testimony  invalid,  or  not  to  be  depended  on, 
which  it  could  not  be  were  it  possible  for  them  to  fall  from  a 
Slate  of  grace  ? 

This  testimony  is  what  we  depend  very  much  upon,  in  order 
to  our  attaining  assurance  that  we  are  in  a  state  of  grace,  and 
shall  persevere  therein,  as  will  be  observed  under  the  next  an- 
swer; therefore  we  shall  at  present,  take  it  for  granted,  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  assurance,  or  that  this  blessing  is  at- 
tainable ;  and  the  use  which  I  vvouid  make  of  this  supposition 
to  maintain  our  present  argument,  is,  that  if  the  Spirit  has  an 
hand  in  working  or  encouraging  this  hope  that  we  have  of  the 
truth  of  grace,  and  consequently  shall  persevere  therein  to  saU 
YAtion,  this  argues  that  it  is  warrantable,  and  not  delusive ;  for 
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he  that  is  the  author  or  giver  of  it  cannot  deceive  our  expec- 
tation, or  put  us  upon  looking  for  that  which  is  not  a  reality. 
From  whence  it  follo'vs,  that  it  is  impossible  that  they  should 
apostatize,  to  v/hom  God  has  piven  this  good  hope  through 
^race^  so  that  they  should  fail  of  that  everlasting  consolatioriy 
which  is  connected  with  it,  2  Tliess.  ii.  16.  This  consequence 
will  hardly  be  denied  by  those  who  are  on  the  other  side  of 
the  question ;  and  v/e  may  observe,  that  they  who  oppose  the 
doctrine  of  perseverance,  always  deny  that  of  assurance,  espe- 
cially as  proceeding  from  the  testimony  of  the  Spirit :  never- 
theless, that  we  may  not  be  misunderstood,  we  do  not  say,  that 
every  one  who  has  a  strong  persuasion  that  he  shall  be  saved, 
shall  be  saved ;  whicii  is  no  other  than  enthusiasm ;  but  our 
argument  is,  in  short,  this,  that  if  there  be  a  witness  of  the  Spi- 
rit to  this  truth,  that  cannot  be  charged  therewith,  then  the  doc- 
trine we  are  maintaining,  is  uodeniably  true,  which  will  more 
evidently  appear  from  what  will  be  said  in  defence  of  the  doc- 
trine of  assurance  under  our  next  answer. 

And  therefore  v/e  proceed  to  the  other  branch  of  the  argu- 
ment before-mentioned,  to  prove  this  doctrine,  namely,  that 
believers  have  the  seed  of  God  abiding  in  them ;  which  is 
founded  on  what  the  apostle  says  in  1  Jolin  iii.  9.  Whosoever 
is  born  cf  God  doth  not  commit  sin  ;  for  his  seed abideth  in  him^ 
and  he  cannot  sin  because  he  is  born  of  God;  for  the  under- 
standing of  which  let  us  consider, 

(1.)  That  by  the  words,  he  cannot  commit  shiy  the  apostle 
does  not  intend  that  such  an  one  is  not  a  sinner,  or  that  there 
is  such  a  thing  as  sinless  perfection  attainable  in  this  life ;  for 
that  is  contrar}',  not  only  to  the  whole  tenor  of  scripture,  and 
daily  experience  of  mankind ;  but  to  what  he  had  expressly 
said.  If  zve  saij  we  have  no  sin^  rve  deceive  ourselves,  and  the 
truth  is  not  in  us^  1  John  i.  8.  Therefore,  in  this  text,  upon 
which  our  present  argument  is  founded,  he  is,  doubtless,  speak- 
ing of  persons  committing  sins,  inconsistent  with  the  truth  of 
grace,  as  he  says  in  a  foregoing  verse,  Whosoever  sifineth  hath 
not  seen  him,  neither  knoxvn  him^  chap.  iii.  6.  it  is  such  a  sin 
therefore  as  argues  a  person  to  be  in  a  state  of  unregeneracy ; 
and  then.  He  that  coinmitteth  sin  is  of  the  devil,  ver.  8.  there- 
fore he  certainly  speaks  of  such  a  commission  of  sin,  as  argues 
lis  to  be  under  the  reigning  power  of  the  devil :  and  that  this 
may  plainly  appear  to  be  his  sense,  we  may  observe,  that  he 
elsewhere  distinguishes  between  a  si}i  that  is  unto  death,  and  a 
sin  that  is  not  unto  death,  chap.  v.  16,  17.  by  which  he  docs  not 
mean,  as  the  Papists  suppose,  that  some  sins  deserve  eternal 
death,  and  others  not;  the  former  of  which  they  call  mortal 
sins,  the  latter  venial ;  but  he  is  speaking  of  a  sin  that  is  incon- 
sistent vvith  the  principle  of  grace,  and  that  which  is  consistent 
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therewith ;  the  former  is  sometimes  called  the  pollution  that  is 
in  the  worlds  through  lust^  2  Pet.  i.  4.  the  latter  the  spot  ojGod'';i 
children^  Dcut.  xxxii.  5.  The  least  sin  deserves  death,  though 
they  who  commit  it  shall  not  perish,  but  be  brought  to  repent- 
ance ;  but  the  sin  unto  death  is  wilful  sin,  committed  and  coa- 
•tinued  in  with  impenitency;  and  Avith  this  limitation  we  are 
to  understand  the  apostle's  words,  He  who  is  born  of  God  doth 
not  commit  sin. 

(2.)  We  shall  now  consider  the  reason  assigned,  why  the 
person  he  speaks  of,  cannot,  in  this  sense,  commit  sin ;  name- 
ly, because  he  is  born  of  God,  and  the  seed  of  God  abideth  in 
him.  To  be  born  of  God,  is  what  is  elsewhere  styled  regene- 
ration, or  being  born  of  the  Spirit,  in  which  there  is  a  principle 
of  grace  implanted,  which  is  here  called  the  seed  of  God,  And, 
indeed,  this  metaphorical  way  of  speaking  is  very  expressive 
of  the  thing  designed  hereby ;  for  as  in  nature  the  seed  produ- 
ces fruit,  and  in  things  moral,  the  principle  of  action  produces 
action,  as  the  principle  of  reason  produces  acts  of  reason  :  so  ia 
things  spiritual,  the  principle  of  grace  produces  acts  of  grace ; 
and  this  principle  being  from  God,  which  has  been  largely 
proved  under  a  foregoing  answer,*  it  is  called  here,  the  seed 
of  God. 

(3.)  This  seed  of  God,  or  this  principle  is  not  barely  said 
to  be  in  the  believer,  as  that  which,  for  the  present,  is  the 
ground  of  spiritual  actions ;  but  it  is  said  to  remain  in  him. 
As  elsewhere  Christ  speaks  of  the  Spirit  as  abiding  with  his 
people  for  ever,  John  xiv.  16.  so  here  the  apostle  speaks  of 
that  principle  of  grace  wrought  by  the  Spirit,  as  abiding,  that 
is,  continuing  for  ever ;  and  from  thence  he  infers,  that  a  be- 
liever cannot  sin;  for  if  he  had  been  only  speaking  of  its  being 
implanted,  but  not  abiding;  all  that  could  be  inferred  from 
thence  would  be,  that  he  does  not  sin ;  but  whereas,  he  argues 
from  it,  that  he  cannot  sin,  that  is,  apostatize ;  it  being  under- 
stood, that  this  principle  abides  in  him  continually ;  which  plain- 
ly contains  the  sense  of  the  argument  we  are  maintaining, 
namely,  that  because  the  seed  of  God  abides  in  a  believer, 
therefore  he  cannot  apostatize,  or  fall  short  of  salvation. 

They  who  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  seem  to  find 
it  very  difficult  to  evade  the  force  of  this  argument :  some  sup- 
pose that  the  apostle  intends  no  -more  but  that  he  that  is  born  of 
God,  should  not  commit  sin ;  but  that  is  not  only  remote  from 
the  sense  of  the  words  cannot  sin;\  but  it  does  not  sufficiently 
distinguish  one  that  is  born  of  God,  from  another  that  is  not  so  s 
for  it  is  as  much  a  truth,  that  an  unregenerate  person  ought  not 
to  sin,  as  when  we  speak  of  one  that  is  regenerate. 

Others,  by  not  sinning,  suppose  that  the  apostle  means,  they 
♦  See  Pagf  30,  ante.  \  The  icords  ore  «  fv/tlcu  ufuffjww. 
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sja  with  difficulty,  or  they  are  hardly  brought  to  commit  sin ; 
but  as  this  also  does  not  answer  to  the  sense  of  the  word  can- 
not  sin,  so  it  is  inconsistent  with  tliat  beautiful  gradation,  M'hich 
we  may  observe  in  the  words.  To  say  that  he  does  not  sin ; 
and  then  if  he  commits  sin,  it  is  with  some  diSiculty,  is  not  so 
^agreeable  to  that  climax,  which  the  apostle  makes  use  of,  when 
he  says,  he  does  not  commit  sin,  yea,  he  cannot. 

Others  suppose  that  the  apostle's  meaning  is,  that  he  that  is 
Jbom  of  God,  cannot  sin  unto  death,  or  apostatize,  so  as  to  fall 
short  of  salvation,  so  long  as  he  makes  a  right  us .;  of  this  prin- 
ciple of  grace,  which  is  implanted  in  him ;  but  by  opposing  and 
afterwauds  extinguishing  it,  he  may  become  an  apostate.  But 
we  may  observe  ;  in  anf.wer  to  this,  that  the  apostle  does  not 
attribute  his  p»;rGeverance  in  grace,  to  his  making  use  of  the 
principle,  but  his  having  it,  or  its  abiding  in  him  ;  and  he  suf- 
ficiently fences  against  the  supposition  of  its  being  possible  that 
the  principle  of  grace  may  be  m  holly  lost  ;  for  then  this  seed 
could  not  be  said  to  abide  in  hivn,  nor  v/ould  the  inference  de- 
duced from  its  abiding  in  him,  namely,  that  he  cannot  sin,  be 
just. 

Thus,  concerning  this  latter  branch  of  the  argument  to  prove 
the  saints'  perseverance  in  grace,  taken  from  the  seed  of  God, 
abiding  in  believers  :  But 'there  is  one  thing  must  be  observed 
before  I  dismiss  this  head,  viz.  That  the  principle  of  grace, 
which  is  signified  by  this  metaphor,  though  it  be,  and  abide  in 
a  believer;  yet  it  does  not  always  exert  itself  so  as  to  j;roduce 
those  acts  of  grace  which  would  otherwise  proceed  from  it. 
This  cannot  be  better  illustrated  than  by  a  Gimllitude  taken  from 
the  soul,  which  is  the  principle  of  reason  in  man ;  though  it  be 
as  much  so  in  an  infant  in  tlie  womb  as  it  is  in  any,  yet  it  is  al- 
together unactive  ;  for  most  allow  that  such  have  n'.^t  the  exer- 
cise of  thought  or  acts  of  reason  ;  and  when  a  person  is  newly 
born,  it  hardly  appca/s  that  this  principle  is  deduced  into  act ; 
and  in  those  in  whom  it  has  been  deduced  into  act,  it  may  be 
rendered  stupid,  and  almobt  unactive,  or  at  least,  so  disordered, 
that  the  actions  which  proceed  from  it  cannot  be  styled  ration- 
al, through  the  influence  of  some  bodily  disease,  with  which 
it  is  affected,  yet  still  it  lemains  a  principle  of  reason.  The 
same  may  be  said  concerning  the  principle  of  grace  ;  it  is  cer- 
tainly an  unactive  principle  in  those  who  are  regenerate  from 
the  womb  ;  and  it  may  cease  to  exert  itself,  and  be  M'ith  equal 
reason,  styled  an  unactive  principle  in  believers,  when  they  fall 
into  very  great  sins,  to  which  it  offers  no  resistance  :  This  we 
shall  take  occasion  to  apply  under  a  following  head,  when  we 
shall  consider  some  objections  that  are  brought  against  this 
doctrine,  by  those  who  suppose  that  believers,  when  sinning 
presumptuously,  as  David,  Peter,  and  others,  are  said  to  have 
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Sone,  fall  totally,  though  not  finally.  There  was  indeed  a  to- 
tal suspension  of  the  activity  of  this  principle,  but  yet  the  prin- 
ciple itself  was  not  wholly  lost ;  but  more  of  this  in  its  proper 
place.  We  are  therefore  bound  to  conclude,  that  because  this 
principle  abides  in  them,  they  can  neither  totally  nor  finally 
apostatiz'^,  and  therefore,  that  diey  can  neither  fall  from  a  state 
of  grace,  nor  fail,  at  last,  of  salvation. 

Thus  we  have  endeavoured  to  explain  and  shew  the  force 
of  those  arguments  which  are  contained  in  this  answer  to  prove 
the  doctrine  of  the  saints'  perseverance.  There  are  several 
others  that  might  have  been  insisted  on  ;  and  particularly  it 
may  be  proved,  from  the  end  and  design  of  Christ's  death, 
which  was  not  only  that  he  might  purchase  to  himself  a  pecu- 
liar people,  but  that  he  might  purchase  eteraal  life  for  them  ; 
and  we  cannot  think  that  this  invaluable  price  would  have  been 
given  for  the  procuring  of  that  which  should  not  be  applied,  in 
which  respect  Christ  \\  ould  be  said  to  die  in  vain.  VVhea  a 
person  gives  a  price  for  any  thing,  it  is  with  this  design,  that 
he  or  they,  for  whom  he  purchased  it,  should  be  put  into  the 
possession  of  it ;  which,  if  it  be  not  done,  the  price  that  was 
given  is  reckoned  lost,  and  the  person  that  gave  it  disappoint- 
ed hereby. 

And  this  argument  may  be  considered  as  having  still  more 
weight  in  it,  if  v,'e  observe,  that  the  salvation  of  those  whom 
Christ  has  redeemed,  not  only  redounds  to  their  happiness,  but 
to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father,  and  of  Christ,  our  great  Re- 
deemer. God  the  Father,  in  giving  Christ  to  he  a  propitiation 
for  sin,  designed  to  bring  more  glory  to  his  name  than  by  all 
his  other  works  :  Thus  our  Saviour  appeals  to  him  in  the  close 
of  his  life,  I  have  glorijjed  thee  on  the  earthy  Ihavejinishedthe 
work  xL-hich  thou  g-ave^t  me  to  do^  John  xvii.  14.  The  work 
was  his,  and  there  was  a  revenue  of  glory  which  he  expected 
thereby  ;  and  this  glor}^  did  not  only  consist  in  his  receiving  a 
full  satisfaction  for  sin,  that  so  he  might  take  occasion  to  ad- 
vance his  grace  in  forgiving  it ;  but  he  is  said  to  be  glorified, 
when  his  people  are  enabled  to  hear  much  f nut ^  chap.  xv.  8. 
Tlierefore  the  glory  of  God  the  Father  is  advanced  by  the  ap-j 
plication  of  redemption,  and  consequently  by  bringing  his  re- 
deemed ones  to  perfection. 

The  Son  is  aho  glorified,  not  barely  by  his  having  those 
honours,  which  his  human  nature  is  advanced  to,  as  the  con- 
sequence of  his  finishing  the  work  of  redemption,  but  by  the 
application  thereof  to  his  people  ;  accordingly  he  is  said  to  be 
glorified  in  them^  chap,  xviii.  10.  that  is,  his  mediatorial  glory 
is  rendered  illustrious  by  all  the  grace  that  is  conferred  upon 
them  ;  and  therefore,  certainly  he  will  be  eminently  glorified, 
when  they  are  brought  to  be  with  Kim,  where  he  is,  to-behold 
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his  glory.  Now  can  we  suppose,  that  since  the  Father  and  th* 
Son  designed  to  have  so  great  a  glory  redound  to  them  by  the 
work  of  our  redemption,  that  they  will  sustain  any  loss  thereof, 
for  want  of  the  application  of  it  to  them,  for  whom  it  was  pur^* 
chased.  If  God  designed,  as  the  consequence  thereof,  that  the 
saints  should  sing  that  new  song,  Tliou  art  worthy^  for  thoit 
wast  slain^  and  hast  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  bloody  out  of  every 
kindred^  and  tongue^  and  people^  and  nation  :  And  if  God  the 
Father,  and  the  Son,  are  both  joined  together,  and  their  glory 
celebrated  therein,  by  their  ascribing  blcssijig-^  glory,  and  porv- 
cr^  unto  him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb,  for 
ever  and  ever,  Rev.  v.  19.  compared  with  12,  Then  certainly 
they  will  not  lose  this  glory ;  and  therefore,  the  saints  shall  be 
brought  into  that  state  where  they  shall  have  occasion  thus  to 
praise  and  adore  them  for  it. 

If  it  be  objected  to  this,  that  God,  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
will  be  glorified,  though  many  of  his  saints  should  apostatize, 
and  the  death  of  Christ  be,  to  no  purpose,  with  respect  to  them, 
because  all  shall  not  apostatize.  The  answer  to  this  is  plain 
and  easy  ;  that  though  he  could  not  be  said  to  lose  the  glory 
he  designed,  by  the  salvation  of  those  who  persevere,  yet  some 
branches  of  his  glory  would  be  lost,  by  reason  of  the  apostacy 
of  others,  who  fall  short  of  salvation  ;  and  it  is  a  dishonour  to 
him  to  suppose  that  he  will  lose  the  least  branch  thereof,  or  that 
any  of  those,  for  whom  Christ  died,  should  be  for  ever  lost. 

We  might  also  add,  that  for  the  same  reason  that  we  sup- 
pose one  whom  Christ  has  redeemed,  should  be  lost,  all  might 
be  lost,  and  so  he  would  lose  all  the  glory  he  designed  to  have 
in  the  work  of  redemption.  This  appears,  in  that  all  are  liable 
to  those  temptations,  which,  if  complied  with,  have  a  tendency 
to  ruin  them.  All  are  supposed  to  be  renewed  and  sanctified 
but  in  part,  and  consequently  the  v/ork  of  grace  meets  with 
those  obstructions  from  corrupt  nature ;  which  would  certainly 
prove  too  hard  for  all  our  strength,  and  baffle  our  utmost  en- 
deavours to  persevere,  did  not  God  appear  in  our  behalf,  and 
keep  us  by  his  power.  Now,  if  all  need  strength  from  him  to 
stand,  and  must  say,  that  without  him  they  can  do  nothing, 
then  we  must  either  suppose,  that  that  grace  is  given  to  all 
saints  which  shall  enable  them  to  persevere,  or  else  that  it  is 
given  to  none  j  if  it  be  given  to  none,  but  all  are  left  to  them- 
selves,  then  that  which  overthrows  the  faith  of  one,  would  over- 
throw the  faith  of  all ;  and  consequently  we  might  conclude, 
that  whatever  God  the  Father,  or  the  Son  have  done,  in  order 
to  the  redemption  and  salvation  of  the  elect  might  be  of  none 
effect. 

I  might  produce  many  other  arguments  in  defence  of  the 
saints'  perseverance,  but  shall  conclude  thi".  head  with  two  or 
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tiiree  scriptures,  whereby  the  trvith  hereof  will  farther  appear: 
Thus  our  Saviour  sa}s  to  the  woman  of  Samaria,  Whoioever 
diuiketh  of  the  xoater  that  I  shall  give  him^  shall  never  thirst ; 
but  the  zvater  that  I  shall  give  him^  shall  be  In  him  a  zvell  of" 
rvater  sj^ringing  up  into  everlasting- life.,  Johnir.  14.  Where, 
by  the  water  that  Christ  gives,  is  doubtless  understood  the  gifts 
and  graces  of  the  Spirit  ;  these  are  not  like  the  waters  of  a 
brook,  that  often  deceive  the  expectation  of  the  traveller  ;  but 
they  are  a  well  of  water,  intimating  that  a  believer  shall  have 
a  constant  supply  of  grace  and  peace  till  he  is  brought  to  the 
rivers  of  pleasure,  which  are  at  God's  right-hand,  and  is  made 
partaker  of  eternal  life.  Again,  our  Saviour  says,  He  th<ft 
heareth  my  word  and  believeth  on  him  that  sent  me,  hath  ever- 
lasting lifcy  chap.  v.  24.  i.  e.  it  is  as  surely  his  as  though  he 
was  in  the  actual  possession  of  it  >  and  he  farther  intimates, 
that  such  are  not  only  justified  for  the  present ;  but  they  shajl 
not  come  into  condemnation  ;  certainly  this  implies  that  th^ir 
salvation  is  so  secure  as  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  pe- 
rish eternally* 

Another  scriptLire  that  plainly  proves  this  doctrine,  is  in  2 
Tim.  ii.  19.  Nevertheless  the  foundation  of  Cod  standeth  sure, 
having  this  sealy  the  Lord  knoxveth  them  that  are  his  ;  and  let 
every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ  depart  from  iniquity  ; 
in  which  words  the  apostle  encourages  the  church  to  hope  for 
perseverance  in  grace,  after  they  had  had  a  sad  instance  of  two 
persons  of  note,  viz.  Hymeneus  and  Philetus,  who  had  noC 
only  erred  from  the  truth,  but  overthroxvn  the  faith  of  some,  i 
and  he  cautions  every  one,  v;ho  makes  a  profession  of  religion, 
as  they  would  be  kept  from  apostatizing,  to  depart  from  iniqui- 
ty, q,  d.  since  many  of  you  are  ready  to  fear  that  your  faith 
shall  be  overthrown,  as  well  as  that  of  others,  hy  the  sophistry 
or  cunning  arts  of  those  apostates  who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive, 
you  may  be  assured  that  their  state  is  safe,  who  are  built  upon 
that  foundation  which  God  has  laid,  that  chief  corner  stont^ 
elect,  precious,  viz.  Christ,  on  -whom  he  that  believeth,  shall  not 
he  confounded,  1  Pet.  ii.  6.  or  else,  that  the  instability  of  hu- 
man conduct  shall  not  render  it  a  matter  of  uncertainty,  whether 
they,  who  are  ordained  to  eternal  life,  shall  be  saved  or  no  ; 
for  that  depends  on  God's  purpose,  relating  hereunto,  which  is 
a  sure  foundation,  and  has  this  seal  annexed  to  it^  whereby  our 
faith  herein  may  be  confirmed,  that  they  whom  God  has  set 
apart  for  himself,  and  lays  a  special  claim  to,  as  his  chosen  ahd 
redeemed  ones,  whom  he  has  foreknown  and  loved  with  an  ev- 
erlasting love,  shall  not  perish  eternally,  because  the  purpose 
of  God  cannot  be  frustrated.  But  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  spe- 
cial revelation  given  to  particular  persons,  tha^  they  are  the  ob- 
jects of  this  puri>os2  of  grace  ;  therefore  eve^^^one  that  names 
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■6r  professes  the  name  of  Christ  ought  to  use  the  utmost  cau-* 
lion,  that  they  be  not  ensnared  ;  let  them  depart  from  all  ini- 
quity, and  not  converse  with  those  who  endeavour  to  overthrow* 
tlieir  faith.  And,  indeed,  all  that  are  laithful  shall  be  kept 
irom  iniquity  by  God,  as  the)'  are  here  given  to  understand 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  endeavour  to  depai-t  from  it,  and  conse- 
quently they  shall  be  kept  from  apostacy.  This  seems  to  be 
the  sense  of  these  words  ;  and  it  is  agreeable  to  the  analogy  of 
iaith,  as  well  as  a  plain  proof  of  the  doctrine  which  we  arc 
maintaining. 

A  late  writer  *,  by  the  foundation  of  God,  which  standeth 
sure,  supposes  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  is  intended, 
which  Hymeneus  and  Philetus  denied,  saying,  xh^il'it  was  past 
already  y  this  doctrine,  says  he,  which  is  a  fundamental  article 
of  faith,  standeth  sure,  having-  this  seal  the  Lord  knoweth  them 
that  are  his  ;  that  is,  he  loveth  and  approveth  of  them.  But 
though  it  be  true  the  resurrection  is  spoken  of  in  the  foregoing 
verse,  and  we  do  not  deny  that  it  is  a  fundamental  article  of 
faith ;  yet  that  does  not  seem  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  wordfoiin- 
dation,  in  this  text.  For  if  by  the  resurrection  we  understand 
the  doctrine  of  the  general  resurrection  of  the  dead,  I  cannot 
see  where  the  force  of  the  apostle's  argument  lies,  viz.  that 
there  shall  be  a  general  resurrection,  because  the  Lord  know- 
eth who  are  his,  since  the  whole  world  are  to  be  raised  from 
tlie  dead.  But  if  by  the  resurrection  we  are  to  understand  a 
Resurrection  to  eternal  life,  so  that  they  who  are  known  or  be- 
. loved  of  God,  shall  have  their  part  in  it,  and  the  apostle's  me- 
thod of  reasoning  be  this,  that  they  who  believe  shall  be  rais- 
ed to  eternal  life  ;  that  is,  so  far  from  militating  against  the  ar- 
gument v/e  are  maintaining,  that  it  is  agreeable  to  the  sense  we 
have  given  of  the  text,  and  makes  for,  rather  than  against  us. 
As  to  what  is  farther  advanced  by  the  author  but  now  men- 
tioned, viz.  that  the  Lord  knoweth  xvho  ore  his,  is  to  be  taken  for 
that  regard  which  God  had  to  his  apostles  and  ministers.  This 
seems  too  great  a  strain  on  the  sense  of  the  words,  and  so 
much  different  from  the  scope  of  the  apostle  therein,  as  well  as 
disagreeable  to  the  caution  given,  that  every  one  who  names  the 
name  of  Christ  should  depart  from  iniquity,  that  no  one  who 
reads  the  scriptures  without  prejudice,  can  easily  give  into  this 
sense  of  the  text. 

I  shall  mention  but  one  scripture  more  for  the  proof  of  this 
doctrine,  and  that  is  in  1  John  ii.  19.  Theyxvent  out  from  usy. 
hut  they  -were  not  of  us  ;  for  if  they  had  been  of  us,  they  uoould^ 
no  doubt,  have  continued  with  us  ;  hut  they  went  out,  that  they 
mi^ht  he  made  manifest  that  they  were  not  all  of  us  ;  for  the  un- 
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«lerstanding  of  which,  let  it  be  considered,  that  the  apostle  is 
speaking  of  some  wlio  were  formerly  members  of  the  church, 
who  afterwards  tmncd  apostates  and  open  Lncmies  to  Christ, 
and  his  gospel :  It  is  plain  that  the  words  they  xuent  out  from  lu, 
and  they  xocre  not  ofus^  must  be  taken  in  different  respects^ 
otherwise  it  would  imply  a  contradiction,  to  say  that  a  persou 
departed  from  the  faith  and  communion  of  the  church,  when  he 
never  embraced  it,  or  had  communion  with  it;  but  if  they  un- 
derstand it  thus,  they  left  the  faith  and  communion  of  the 
church  because  they  were  Christians  only  in  pretence,  and  did 
not  heartily  embrace  the  faith  on  whigh  the  church  was  built ; 
nor  were  they  really  made  partakers  of  that  grace,  which  the 
apostles,  and  other  faithful  members  of  the  church,  had  recei- 
ved from  God,  as  being  effectually  called  thereby,  the  sense  is 
very  plain  and  easy,  viz.  That  there  were  some  false  professors, 
who  made  a  great  shew  of  religion,  iind  were  admitted  into 
communion  with  the  church,  and,  it  may  be,  some  of  them 
preached  the  gospel,  and  were  more  esteemed  than  others  jj 
but  they  apostatized  ;  for  they^  had  not  the  truth  of  grace,  but 
y^tre  like  the  seed  that  sprang  up  without  having  root  in  itself, 
which  afterwards  withered;  whereas,  if  they  had  had  this  grace 
it  would  have  been  abiding,  and  so  they  would,  -without  doubt y 
says  the  apostle,  have  coniimied  rvith  us  y  but  by  their  apostacy 
it  appears,  that  they  were  not,  in  this  sense,  of  our  number, 
that  is  believers, 

They  who  understand  this  scripture,  not  of  persons  who  were 
members  of  the  church,  but  ministers,  that  first  joined  them* 
selves  with  the  apostles,  and  afterwai'ds  deserted  them,  an4. 
their  doctrine,  advance  nothing  that  tends  to  overthrow  the  ar- 
gun-^ent  we  are  maintaining  ;  for  we  may  then  understand 
the  words  thus,  they  pretended  to  be  the  true  ministers  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  doubtless,  to  be,  as  the  apostles  were,  men 
of  piety  and  religion,  for,  in  other  respects,  they  vrere  of  them 
visibly,  whilst  they  preached  the  sane  doctrines;  but  after- 
wards, by  departing  from  the  faith,  it  appeared,  that  though 
they  were  ministers  they  were  not  sincere  Christians,  for.  if 
they  had,  they  would  not  have  apostatized.  jCp,. 

IV*  We  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  objections  tliat 
are  usually  brought  against  the  doctrine  of  the  saints'  perseve* 
ranee  in  grace. 

Object,  1.  It  is  objected,  that  there  are  several  persons  men- 
tioned in  scripture,  v/ho  appear  tp  have  been  true  believers, 
and  yet  apostatized,  some  totally,  as  David  and  Peter;  others 
not  only  totally,  but  finally,  in  v/hich  number  Solomon  is  in- 
cluded ;  and  others  are  described  as  npostates,  such  as  Hyme- 
aeus  and  Alexander,  who  are  said  concerning  faith^  to .  hav^ 
made  shi^xvreqk^  and  th,e,refore  it  is  supposed  that  they  had  tjie 
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grace  of  faith  ;  and  Judas  is  also,  by  them,  reckoned  to  have- 
been  a  true  believer,  whom  all  allow  afterwards  to  have  proved 
an  apostate. 

Ansxv.  1.  As  to  the  case  of  David  and  Peter,  it  is  true,  their 
fall  was  very  notorious,  and  the  former  seems  to  have  continu- 
ed some  months  in  a  state  of  impcnitency ;  and  when  they  fell, 
there  appeared  no  marks  of  grace  in  either  of  them.  Peter's- 
sin,  indeed,  was  committed  through  surprize  and  fear  ;  but  3'et 
it  had  such  aggravating  circumstances  attending  it,  that  if 
<)thers,  whose  character- is  less  established  than  his  was,  had 
committed  the  same  sin,  we  should  be  ready  to  conclude,  that 
they  were  in  a  state  of  unregeneracy ;  and  David's  sin  was  com- 
mitted with  that  deliberation,  and  was  so  complicated  a  crime, 
that  if  any  believer  ever  lost  the  principle  of  grace,  we  shoiUd 
have  been  inclined  to  suppose  this  to  have  been  his  case.  Ne- 
vertheless, that  which  "g-ives  us  ground  to  conclude  that  this 
principle  was  not  wholly  extinguished,  either  in  Peter  or  him, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  fell ;  and  therefore,  that  they  were 
not  total  apostates,  is  what  v/e  before  observed,  that  the  prin- 
ciple of  grace  may  be  altogether  uuactive,  and  vet  abide  in  the 
soul,  agreeably  to  the  sense  we  gave  of  that  scripture,  his  seed 
abideth  in  him ;  and  if  what  has  been  alreadv  said  concerning 
the  possibility  of  the  principle  of  grace  remaining,  though  it 
makes  no  resistance  against  the  contrary  habits  of  sin,  be  of  any 
force,*  then  these  and  other  instances  of  the  like  nature,  on 
which  one  branch  of  the  objection  is  founded,  will  not  be  suf- 
ficient to  prove  the  possibility  of  the  total  apostacy  of  any  true 
feeliever. 

2.  As  to  th6  case  of  Solomon  ,*  that  he  once  v/as  a  true  be- 
liever is  allowed  on  both  sides  ;  for  it  is  said  concerning  him, 
sdon  after  he  was  born,  that  the  Lord  loved  him,  2  Sam.  xii. 
24,  25.  upon  which  occasion  he  gave  him  that  significant  name, 
Jedidiah,  the  beloved  of  the  Lord ;  and  it  is  certain,  that  in  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  his  piety  was  no  less  remarkable  than 
his  wisdom,  as  appears  from  his  great  zeal,  expressed  in  build- 
ing-the  temple  of  God,  and  establishing  the  worship  thereof; 
and  also  from  that  extraordinary  instance  of  devotion  with 
which  he  dedicated  or  consecrated  the  house  to  God,  1  Kings 
Viii.  i.  &:  se(y.  and  the  prayer  put  up  to  him  on  that  occasion, 
and  also  from  God's  appearing  to  him  tv/ice  :  in  his  first  ap- 
pearance lie  condescended  to  ask  him,  what  he  would  give 
Him?  and  upon  Solomon's  choosing,  rm  understanding- hearty 
to  judge  his  people,  he  was  pleased  with  him,  and  gave  him 
several  other  things  that  he  asked  not  for ;  so  that  there  were 
Ttot  any  among"  the  kin/^s  like  vnto  him^  chap.  iii..5,  9,  10,  12, 
t^l  IrbtnaU  this  it  is  taken  for  granted,  that  he  or.ce  was  a  be-. 
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liever  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  we  must,  if  vre  duly  weigh  the 
lorce  of  the  objection,  set  the  lattei-  part  of  his  life  againsc  the 
former,  in  which  we  fmd  him  guilty  of  very  great  sins ;  not 
only  in  multiplying  v\'ives  and  concubines,  beyond  what  any  of 
his  predecessors  had  done,  but  in  that  his  heart  was  turned 
(nuay  after  other  gods,  and,  as  it  is  expressly  said,  xuas  not  per' 
feet  with  the  Lord  his  God,  as  was  the  heart  of  David,  his  fa- 
ther, chap.  xi.  4.  And  it  is  also  said,  that  the  Lord  was  angry 
zvith  Solomon,  because  his  heart  was  turned  from  the  Lord  God 
cf  Israel,  which  had  appeared  to  him  tzvice,  ver.  9.  and  on  this 
occasion  he  determined  to  rend  part  of  the  kingdom  from  his 
son,  ver.  13.  which  came  to  pass  accordingly;  and  all  this  is 
said  to  have  been  done  xuhen  he  was  old,  ver.  4.  And  after  this 
we  read  of  several  that  were  stirred  up  as  adversaries  to  him, 
ver.  14,  23,  26.  And  in  the  remaining  part  of  his  history  we 
read  of  little  but  trouble  and  uneasiness  that  he  met  with ;  and 
this  seemed  to  continue  till  his  death,  of  which  we  have  an 
account  in  1  Kings  xi.  chapter  throughout,  which  contains  the 
history  of  his  sin,  and  troubles  ;  and  we  read  not  the  least  word 
of  his  repentance  therein;  for  which  reasoii  he  is,  supposed,  in 
ithe  objection,  to  have  apostatized  totally  and  fmaily. 

The  main  strength  of  this  objection  lies  in  the  supposition, 
that  Solomon  did  not  yepent  of  his  idolatry  which  he  committed 
in  his  old  age,  oi-,  as  it  is  supposed,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
and  also  from  the  silence  of  sci^ipture  as  to  the  matter ;  espe- 
cially in  that  part  of  it  which  gives  an  account  of  his  fall  and 
death.  But  this  is  not  sullicient  to  support  the  weight  of  the 
objection,  and  to  oblige  us  to  conclude  him  to  be  an  apostate; 
for  there  is  nothing  that  appears  from  the  account  v/e  have  of 
him  in  scripture,  but  that  he  might  have  sufficient  time  for  re- 
pentance between  his  fall  and  death.  It  is  said  indeed,  that  in 
his  old  age  his  wives  turned  him  aside,  but  this  they  might  do, 
and  yet  he  not  die  an  apostate ;  for  sometimes  that  part  of  life 
which  is  called  old  age,  comprises  in  it  several  years;  there- 
fore, when  he  began  to  be  in  his  declining  age,  he  might  sin* 
and  after  that  be  brought  to  repentance.  And  as  for  the  scrip- 
ture's speaking  fust  of  his  fall,  and  then  of  his  death ;  it  does 
not  follow  from  thence  that  one  was  immediately  after  the 
other ;  since  the  history  of  the  blemishes  and  troubles  of  his 
life  is  but  short. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  several  things  which  may  give 
us  ground  to  conclude,  that  he  repented  after  his  fall ;  parti- 
cularly, 

(1.)  We  have  an  intimation  hereof  in  God's  promise  rela- 
ting thereunto,  in  which  it  is  supposed,  that  God  v/ould  suf- 
fer him  to  fall,  and  a  provisionary  encouragement  is  given  to 
expect  that  he  should  be  recovered :  thus  he  says,  /  will  chcfs- 
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tise  him  with  the  rod  of  men.,  and  with  the  stripes  of  the  chili- 
dren  of  men;  but  vu;  meraj  shall  not  dipart  axvay  from  hiin^ 
as  I  took  it  from  SauL,  xvhom  I  put  axvaij  before  thee,  1  Sam. 
vii.  14,  15.  and  the  same  thing  is  repeated,  in  which  his  fall 
is  supposed,  and  his  recovery  irom  it  particularly  mentioned, 
*n  Psal.  Ixxxlx.  30 — 34.  as  though  God  had  designed  that  rhis: 
should  be  a  supplement  to  his  history,  and  remove  the  doubts 
wiiich  might  arise  irom  it,  with  relation. to  his  salvation. 
.  (2.)  There  are  some  things  in  other  paits  of  scripture,  which 
give  sufficient  ground  to  conclude,  that  he  was  a  true  penitent, 
wthlch  plainly  refer  to  thai  part  of  his  life  which  was  between 
his  full  and  his  death.  Thus,  if  we  duly  weigh  several  passa- 
ges in  Ecclesiastes,  which  none  can  deny  that  he  was  the  in- 
spired writer  of,  inasmuch  as  it  is  said,  in  the  title  or  preface 
set  before  it,  that  they  are  t.'^  rvards  cf  the  preacher,  the  son  of 
JDavid,  king  of  ferusalemy  we  shall  find  many  things  in  which 
he  expresses  the  great  sense  of  the  vanity  of  his  past  life,  Avhen 
he  says,  I  gave  jny  heart  to  knoxo  xvisdom,  arvd  to  knoxv  mad- 
ness and  folly,  Eccl.  i.  17.  where,  by  madness  and  folly,  he 
doubtless  intends  that  which  was  so  in  a  moral  sense,  when  he 
indulged  his  sinfal  passions,  which  respects  the  worst  part  of 
his  life.  And  this  he  farther  insists  on ;  IVhatsoever  mine  eyes 
desired,  J  kept  not  from  them,  I  xvithheld  not  my  heart  from  any 
joy,  for  my  heart  rejoiced  in  all  my  labour,  Eccl.  ii.  10.  or  in 
all  things,  which  afterwards  were  matter  of  grief  and  uneasi- 
ness to  me;  in  .which  he  observes  how  he  did,  as  it  were,  take 
pains  to  brin.'Sf  on  himself  a  long  train  of  miseries  that  troubled 
him  afterwards  ,•■  and  then  he  plainly  expresses  hir,  repentance., 
when  he  savs.  All  xvas  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit,  and  there 
•was. 720  profit  under  the  sun,  ver.  11.  as  though  he  should  sa)'^^ 
I  turned  irom  God  to  tlie  creature,  to  see  what  happiness  I 
could  find  therein,  but  met  with  nothing  but  disappointment  j 
he  had  no  pi-ofit  in  those  things,  v/hereol  he  was  now  asiiamed. 
It  is  probable,  God  sheved  him.  the  vanit}-  thereof,  by  his  chas- 
tening him,  or  visiting,  his  iransgTesslons  with  the  rod,  and  his 
iniquities  with  stripes,  as  he  had  promised  to  do ;  and  this  ended 
in  vexation  of  spirit,  which  is  a  plain  intimation  of  that  godly 
sorrow  that. proceeded  from  a  sense  of  sin,  which  made  him, 
beyond  measure,  uneasy ;  and  this  vexation  or  uneasiness  was 
so  great,  that  he  says,  /  hated  life,  that  is,  I  hated  my  past 
w;icked  life,  and  abhorred  myself  for  it,  becatfse  the  xvork  that 
is'.xvronght  under  the  sun,  is  grievous  unto  me;  that  is;  the  worl? 
that  i  have  wrought,  Aras  such  as  gave  me  grief  of  heart;  for 
all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit,  ver.  17,  that  is,  this  .is  all 
the  consequence  thereof:  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  he  wai^ 
weary  of  his  life  for  the  same  reasons  that  many  others  are, 
who  are  deprived  of  the  blessings  gf  commoix  provjd.ence^  and, 
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Tftduced  to  that  condition  that  makes  them  miserable,  as  to  theii' 
•outward  circumstances  in  the  world ;  but  it  was  the  uneasiness 
he  found  in  his  own  spirit,  the  secret  wounds  of  conscience  and 
bitterness  of  soul,  which  arose  from  a  sense  of  sin,  that  made 
him  thus  complain. 

And  elsewhere,  he  seems  to  be  sensible  of  his  sin,  in  heaping 
up  vast  treasures,  which  he  calls  loving-  silver  ;  and  adds,  that 
•  such  an  one,  which  seems  very  applicable  to  his  own  case,  shall 
net  be  satisfied  with  silver^  nor  he  that  loveth  abundance^  -with 
increase;  this  is  also  vanity^ chscp.  v.  10.  that  is,  this  had  been 
an  instance  of  his  former  vanity  :  and  he  adds.  The  sleep  of  a 
iabonring  man  is  sweety  ivhether  he  eat  little  or  much;  but  the 
abundance  of  the  rich  xcill  ?iot  suffer  him  to  sleeps  ver.  12.  If 
by  this  we  understand  that  the  increase  of  riches  sometimes 
gives  disturbance  to,  and  stirs  up  the  corruptions  of  those  that 
possess  them,  and  this  be  applied  to  himself,  it  is  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  sin.  Or,  if  we  understand  by  it  that  the  abun- 
dance of  a  rich  man  will  not  give  him  rest  at  night,  when  hii 
mind  is  made  uneasy  with  a  sense  of  the  guilt  of  sin,  and  this 
be  applied  to  his  own  case,  when  fallen  by  it ;  then  it  intimates 
that  his  repentance  gave  him  not  only  uneasiness  by  day,  but 
took  away  his  rest  by  night ;  and  it  seems  not  improbable,  that 
what  gave  him  farther  occasion  to  see  the  vanity  of  his  past 
life,  was  the  sense  of  mortality  impressed  on  him ;  for  he  says. 
It  is  better  to  go  to  the  house  of  mourning  than  to  go  to  the  house 
of  feasting ;  for  that  is  the  end  of  all  77ien,  and  the  living  xvill 
lay  it  to  his  hearty  chap.  vii.  3.  that  is,  he  will,  or  ought  to  im- 
prove the  sense  of  his  own  frailty,  which  we  may  conclude  he 
had  done ;  and  therefore  adds,  Sorroro  is  better  than  laughter; 
for  by  the  sadness  of  the  coxmteiiance^  the  heart  is  made  better^ 
ver.  3. 

But  if  it  be  objected,  that  all  these  expressions  are  not  ap- 
plicable to  himself,  and  many  others  of  the  like  nature,  whicii 
might  have  been  referred  to,  which  are  expressive  of  his  great 
repentance  ;  though  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  contrary  to  thia 
seems  very  probable;  yet  there  is  something  farther  added, 
that  he  expressly  applies  to  himself,  which  refers  to  his  unlaw- 
ful love  of  women  :  I  find  more  bitter  than  death  the  xvoman 
■whose  heart  is  snares^  and  nets,,  and  her  hands  as  bands,  Whos9 
pleaseth  God  shall  escape  from  her^  but  the  sinner  shall  be  taken 
by  her:  behold,,  this  have  I  found,,  saith  the  preacher,,  ver.  26!, 
27.  If  these  things  be  not  expressive  of  repentance,  it  is  hard 
to  say  what  are. 

And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  as  he  expresses  a  grief  of  heart 
for  past  sins  ;  so  he  warns  others  that  they  may  not  be  guilty  of 
that  which  he  himself  found  more  bitter  than  death ;  and  ac- 
cordingly, having  described  th^  arts  used  by  the  wicked  wo- 
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man,  to  betray  the  unthinking  passenger,  he  cautions  every  onft 
to  take  heed  of  declining  to  her  ways ;  inasmuch  as  the  con* 
sequence  thereof  will  be,  that  a  dart  will  strike  throug-h  his 
liver.,  and  he  is  as  a  bird  that  hasteth  to  the  snare,  and  knowetk 
not  that  it  is  for  his  iifc,  Prov.  vii.  23.  compared  with  the  fore- 
going .verses.  He  also  adds,  That  she  hath  cast  down  tnamj 
•wounded ;  yea^  mamj  strong  men  have  been  slain  by  her.  Her 
house  is  the  zvay  to  hell.,  going  down  to  the  chambers  of  death^ 
ver.  26,  27.  So  that  we  tind  in  Solomon,  two  of  the  greatest 
evidences  that  we  can  have  of  sincere  repentance ;  namely,  a 
great  degree  of  sorrow  for  sin,  and  an  earnest  desire  that  others 
would  avoid  it,  by  giving  those  cautions  that  are  necessary  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  the  snare  in  which  he  had  been  en* 
tangled. 

(3.)  There  is  something  spoken  in  Solomon's  commenda- 
tibn,  after  his  death,  which  may  be  gathered  from  what  is  said, 
that  during  the  three  first  years  of  Rehoboam's  reign,  which 
God  approved  of  he  walked  in  the  way  of  David  and  Solomon y 
2  Chron.  xi.  17.  where  we  may  observe,  that  Solomon  is  joined 
with  his  father  David :  so  that  as  there  were  abatements  to  be 
made  for  the  blemishes  in  David's  reign ;  the  reign  of  Solo- 
mon had  in  it  great  blemishes  :  but  as  one  repented,  so  did  the 
other,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  reckoned  an  apostate. 

And  to  all  this  we  may  add,  that  he  was  a  penman  of  scrip- 
ture ;  and  it  does  not  appear  that  God  confen-ed  this  honour 
upon  any  that  apostatized  from  him ;  but  on  the  other  hand^ 
they  have  this  general  character  given  of  them  by  the  apostle 
Peter,  that  they  wei-e  all  holy  men  of  God.,  2  Pet.  i.  21.  which 
we  must  conclude  Solomon  to  have  been,  till  we  have  greater 
evidence  to  the  contrary  than  they  can  produce  who  deny  it. 

3.  There  are  others  mentioned  in  the  objection^  to  wit,  Hy- 
meneus  and  Alexander,  whose  apostacy  we  have  no  ground  to 
doubt  of;  but  we  cannot  allow  that  they  fell  from,  or  lost  the 
saving  grace  of  faith.  It  is  one  thing  to  fall  from  the  profession 
of  faith,  and  another  thing  to  lose  the  grace  of  faith;  there- 
fore, the  only  thing  to  be  proved  in  answer  to  this  byanch  o£ 
the  objection,  is,  that  these  persons,  who  are  described  as  apos- 
tates, never  had  the  truth  of  grace ;  or  that  they  only  fell  frorrt 
that  visible  profession  which  they  made  thereof;  whereby  they 
were  reckoned  to  be,  what  in  reality  they  were  not,  namely, 
true  believers.  Now  that  this  may  appear,  let  it  be  considered,, 

That  the  apostle  speaks  of  them  as  having  departed  from 
the  faith.,  viz.  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel ;  and  that  was  at- 
tended with  blasphemy,  for  which  they  were  delivered  unto 
Satan.,  which  is  a  phrase  used  by  the  apostle  here  and  else- 
where, for  persons  being  cut  off  from  the  communion  of  the 
-  church ;  upon  which  occasion  he  advises  Timothy  to  holdfaitit 


CP  SAINTS    PERSEVERANCE  IN  GRACE.  J225 

cmd  a  good  conscience^  xvhich  some  havrng  put  awaij^  concern- 
ing faith^  have  made  shipwreck^  as  these  have  done. 

Now  the  main  force  of  the  objection  seems  to  lie  in  thiSy 
that  they  who  have  made  shipwreck  of  faith,  were  once  true 
believers ;  therefore,  such  may  apostatize,  and  so  fall  short  of 
salvation. 

To  which  it  may  be  replied,  that  hv  faith  here,  is  meant  the 
doctrines  of  the  gospel,  which  are  often  styled yaj^A:  thus  it 
is  said,  that  the  apostle  preached  the  faith  which  once  he  deS' 
troyed^  Gal.  i.  23.  and  elsewhere,  before  faith  came;  that  is, 
bjtore  the  gospel-dispensation  began,  and  those  doctrines  were 
preached  that  were  to  be  published  therein  to  the  world,  xve 
rvere  kept  under  the  laxv^  chap.  iii.  23.  And  again,  Received 
ye  the  Spirit  by  the  zvorks  of  the  laxv^  or  by  the  hearing  offaithy 
ver.  2.  that  is,  by  hearing  those  doctrines  that  are  contained  in 
the  gospel.  Therefore,  that  which  he  chargeth  these  apostates 
with,  is  making  shipwreck  of  faith,  considered  objectiv-ely ; 
they  once,  mdeed,  held  the  truth,  but  it  was  in  unrighteous- 
ness ;  they  had  right  notions  of  the  gospel,  which  they  after- 
v/ards  lost :  now  the  apostle  advises  Timothy  not  only  to  hold 
faith^  that  is,  to  retain  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  as  one  who 
had  right  sentiments  of  divine  truths,  but  to  hold  it  with  a  good 
conscience ;  for  I  take  that  expression,  hold  faith  and  a  good 
conscience^  to  contain  an  liendyadis ;  and  so  it  is  the  same  as 
though  he  should  say.  Be  not  content  with  an  assent  to  the 
truths  of  the  gospel,  but  labour  after  a  conscience  void  of  of- 
fence towards  God,  that  thou  mayst  have  the  testimony  there- 
of, that  thy  knowledge  of  divine  truth  is  practical  and  experi- 
mental, and  then  thou  art  out  of  danger  of  making  shipwreck 
of  faith,  as  these  have  done,  who  held  it  without  a  good  con- 
science. It  is  not  said  they  made  shipwreck  of  a  good  con- 
science ;  for  that  they  never  have  had ;  but  concerning  faith, 
which  they  once  professed,  they  made  shipwreck. 

The  same  thing  may  be  said  concerning  Judas ;  he  aposta  ! 
tized  from  the  faith,  which  he  once  made  a  very  great  profes- 
sion of,  being  not  only  one  of  Christ's  disciples,  but  sent  forth 
w^ith  the  rest  of  them,  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  work  mira- 
cles ;  yet  it  is  evident,  that  he  had  not  the  saving  grace  of 
faith.  For  our  Saviour,  who  knew  the  hearts  of  all  men,  was 
not  deceived  in  him  (though  others  were)  inasmuch  as  it  is 
said,  He  knezv  from  the  beginning  zvho  they  xvere  that  believed 
not^  and  who  shoxdd  betray  him^  John  vi.  64.  However,  the 
principal  force  of  the  objection  lies  in  this,  that  Judas  must 
needs  have  been  a  believer,  because  he  was  given  to  Christ; 
and  our  Saviour  says,  that  those  xvho  were  given  him  xvere  kept 
by  him,  and  none  of  them  xvas  lost  but  the  son  of  perdition,  chap, 
xvii.  12.     His  being  stvled  the  son  of  perdition.,  argues  him  iixx 

Vol.  m,  '  F  i 
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apostate ;  and  his  being  given  to  Christ  denotes  that  he  was 
once  a  true  believer;  therefore  he  fell  totally  and  finally.  In 
answer  to  which, 

(1.)  Some  conclude,  that  they  who  are  said  to  be  given  to 
Christ,  are  such  as  were  appointed,  by  the  providence  of  God, 
to  be  his  servants  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Nov/  it  is  said 
concerning  them,  that  they  were  given  to  Christ,  to  be  employ- 
ed by  him  in  this  service ;  and  that  all  of  them  were  kept  faith- 
ful, except  the  son  of  perdition.  If  this  be  the  sense  of  their 
being  given  to  him,  it  does  not  necessarily  infer  their  being 
made  partakers  of  special  grace  :  it  is  one  thing  to  be  given  to 
Christ,  to  be  employed  in  some  peculiar  acts  of  service,  in 
which  his  glory  is  concerned ;  and  another  thing  to  be  given  to 
him,  as  being  chosen  and  called  by  him,  to  partake  of  special 
communion  with  him  :  if  Judas  had  been  given  to  him  in  this 
latter  sense,  he  would  not  have  been  a  son  of  perdition,  but 
would  have  been  kept  by  him,  as  the  other  disciples  were ;  but 
inasmuch  as  he  was  only  given  to  Christ,  that  he  might  serve 
the  design  of  his  providence,  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  he 
might  be  lost,  or  appear  to  be  a  son  of  perdition,  and  yet  not 
fall  from  the  truth  of  grace. 

(2.)  If,  by  being  given  to  Christ,  we  understand  a  being 
given  to  him,  as  objects  of  his  special  love,  we  must  suppose, 
that  all  who  were  thus  given  to  him,  were  kept  by  him;  in 
which  sense  Judas,  who  is  called  the  son  of  perdition,  and  was 
not  kept  by  him,  was  not  given  to  him :  accordingly  the  par- 
ticle but  is  not  exceptive,  but  adversative ;  and  it  is  as  though 
he  should  say,  All  that  thou  gavest  we  /  have  kept,  and  none  of 
them  is  lost;  but  the  son  of  perdition  is  lost,  I  have  not  preserv- 
ed him ;  for  he  was  not  the  object  of  my  special  care  and  love; 
he  was  not  given  me  to  save,  therefore  he  is  lost.  Now  it  is 
pertain,  that  the  particle  but  is  used  in  this  sense  in  many  other 
scriptures,  particularly  that  wherein  it  is  said,  There  shall  in 
710  wise  enter  into  it,  that  is,  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  any  thing 
that  defleth,  neither  whatsoever  xvorkcth  aboynination,  or  maketh 
a  lie,  but  they  xvhich  are  written  in  the  Lamb^s  book  of  life^ 
Rev.  xxi.  27.  (f.  d»  ungodly  men  shall  not  enter  in ;  but  they 
that  are  written  in  the  lamb's  book  of  life  shall  *.  Thus  much 
concerning  this  objection,  taken  from  particular  persons,  who 
are  supposed  to  have  fallen  from  grace. 

Obj.  2.  The  next  objection  is  taken  from  what  the  apostle 
Paul  says  concerning  the  church  of  the  Jews,  whom  he  des- 
cribes as  apostatized  from  God ;  and  it  is  evident,  that  they 
arc,  to  this  day,  given  up  to  judicial  blindness,  and  not  in  the 
least  disposed  to  repent  of  that  crime  for  which  they  were  cast 

*  See  several  other  scriptures,  in  vihich  ti  (xn  is  taken  adversatively,  Matt.  xxiv= 
35,  Gal.  i.  7.  liev.  ix.  4. 
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Oi'i  by  him ;  concerning  these  he  says,  that  they  once  were 
holy;  Jf  the  Jirst.  fruit  be  holy^  the  lump  is  also  holy  ;  and  if  the 
root  be  hohj^  so  are  the  branches^  Rom.  xi.  16.  and  afterward5 
he  speaks  oi'  their  casting-  azvay^  and  so })ie  of  the  branches  be^ 
itig  broken  off^  because  of  unbelief  ver.  15,  IT,  19,  20.  Now 
if  the  whole  church  apostatized,  we  must  conclude  at  least, 
that  some  of  them  were  true  believers,  and  therefore  true  be- 
lievers may  fall  from  the  grace  of  C?od. 

Ansiu»  That  the  church  of  the  Jews  apostatized,  and  were 
cut  off  for  their  unbelief,  is  sufliciently  evident :  but  we  must 
distinguish  between  the  apostacy  of  a  professing  people,  such 
as  the  church  of  the  Jews  were,  who  first  rejected  God,  and 
then  were  cast  off  by  him,  and  the  apostacy  of  those  who  were 
truly  religious  among  them  ;  the  apostle  himself  gives  us  ground 
for  this  distinction,  when  he  says,  thet/  are  not  all  Israel  xvhick 
are  cf  Israel ;  neither  because  they  are  the  seed  of  Abraham  are 
they  all  children^  chap.  ix.  6,  7.  And  elsewhere  he  distin- 
guishes between  one  who  is  a  Jexv^  as  being  partaker  of  the 
external  privileges  of  the  covenant,  v/hich  that  church  was  un- 
der, and  a  person's  being  a  y^tf,  as  partaking  of  the  saving 
blessings  thereof;  as  he  says.  He  is  not  a  jfew  xvhich  is  one 
outxuardly^  neither  is  that  circumcision^  xvhich  is  outxvard  in 
the  flesh  ;  but  he  is  a  fexv  xvhich  is  one  inxvardly  ;  and  circum- 
cision is  that  of  the  heart,  in  the  spirit,  and  not  in  the  letter } 
whose  praise  is  not  of  men,  but  of  God,  Rom.  ii.  28,  29.  A 
church  may  lose  its  external  privileges,  and  cease  to  have  the 
honourable  character  given  it ;  the  greatest  part  of  them  may 
be  blinded,  when,  at  the  same  time  the  election,  that  is,  all 
among  them  who  were  chosen  to  eternal  life,  obtained  it,  as 
the  apostle  observes,  chap,  xi,  7.  and  thereby  intimates,  that 
some  who  were  members  of  that  church  were  faithful;  those 
were  preserved  from  the  common  apostacy,  being  converted  to 
the  Christian  faith.  Their  privileges,  as  members  of  a  church, 
were  lost,  but  they  still  retained  their  spiritual  and  insepara- 
ble union  with  Christ,  which  they  had  as  believers,  and  not  as 
the  result  of  their  being  the  natural  seed  of  Abraham,  they 
were  made  partakers  of  the  blessings  that  ac-company  salva- 
tion ;  and  therefore  v/ere  not  separated  from  the  love  of  God 
in  Christ,  whilst  formal  professors  and  hypocrites,  who  were 
Abraham's  natural  seed,  but  not  bis  spiritual,  were  cast  off  by 
Christ. 

Obj.  3.  It  is  farther  objected,  that  there  are  some  who  have 
the  character  of  righteous  persons,  concerning  whom  it  is  sup- 
posed, that  they  may  fall  away  or  perish;  particularly  those 
mentioned  in  Ezek.  xviii.  24.  When  the  righteous  man  turneth 
axvay  from  his  righteousness,  and  committeth  iniquity,  and  doth 
according"  to  all  the  absviinations  that. the  zvickedmon  doth^  shall 
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he  live?  All  his  righteousness  that  he  hath  done  shall  not  be 
mentioned^  in  the  trespass  that  he  hath  trespassed^  and  in  his 
sin  that  he  hath  sinned^  in  them  shall  he  die:  And  in  Heb.  x. 
38.  it  is  said,  The  just  shall  live  by  faith  ;  but  if  any  man^  or, 
as  the  word  should  be  rendered,  ii  he  draw  back^  my  soul  shall 
have  no  pleasure  in  him.  Therefore,  since  the  righteous  man 
may  turn  from  his  righteousness,  and  draw  back  to  perdition, 
the  doctrine  of  the  saints'  perseverance  cannot  be  defended. 

Ansrv.  1.  As  to  the  former  of  these  scriptures,  we  must  con- 
sider the  sense  thereof  agreeably  to  the  context,  and  the  scope 
and  design  of  the  prophet  therein ;  he  had  often  reproved  them 
for  those  vile  abominations  which  they  were  guilty  of,  and  had 
denounced  the  threatnings  of  God,  which  should   have  their 
accomplishment  in  their  utter  ruin ;  particularly,  he  fortels  the 
judgments  that  should  sweep  away  many  of  them  before,  and 
others  that  should  befal  them  in  the  captivity  :  this  is  the  sub- 
ject principally  insisted  on  by  the  prophets  Jeremiah  and  Eze- 
kiel;  whereupon  sometimes  they  were  represented  as  disliking 
the  doctrine,  desiring  that  smooth  things  might  be  prophesied 
unto  them,  and  the  holy  one  of  Israel  ??iight  cease  from  before 
them.     At  other  times  they  are  represented  as  complaining  of 
the  hardship  of  this  dispensation,  intimating  that  it  was  unjust 
and  severe,  and,  at  the  same  time,  justifying  themselves,  as 
though  they  had   done   nothing  that  deserved  it ;  but  all  this 
was  to  befal  them  for  the  sins  of  their  fathers,  and  accordingly 
there  was  a  proverbial  expression  often  made  use  of  by  them, 
mentioned  verse  2d  of  this  chapter.   The  fathers  have  eaten  sour 
grapes.,  and  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  edge  ;  bv  which  they 
did  not  understand  that  we  expect  to   perish  eternally  for  our 
fathers*  sms,  in  which  sense  it  must  be  taken,  if  this  objection 
has  any  force  in  it :  now  God,  by  the  prophet,  tells  them  that 
they  had  no  reason  to  use  this  proverb,  and  so  puts  them  upon 
looking  into  their  past  conduct,  and  enquiring,  whether,  they 
had  not  been  guilty   of  the  same  sins  that  their  fathers  were 
charged  with?  which,  if  they  could  exculpate  themselves  from, 
they  should  be  delivered,  and  not  die,  that  is,  not  fall  by  those 
judgments  which  either  should   go  before,  or  follow  the  cap- 
tivity- ^  for  that  seems  to  be  the  sense  of  dijing.,  according  to 
the  prophetic  way  of  speaking,  as  we  have  observed  elsewhere.* 
For  the  understanding  of  this  scripture  we  must  consider,  that 
the  prophet  addresses  himself  to  the  house  of  Israel^  who  are 
represented,  ver.  25.  as  complaining,  that  the  way  of  the  Lord 
-was  not  equal;  or,  that  God's  threatnings  or  judgments,  which 
were  the  forerunners  of  the  captivity,  were  such  as  they  had 
not  deserved ;  and  therefore  he  tells  them  that  he  would  deal 
Vith  them  according  to  their  deserts,  ver.  24.  When  the  righ- 
*  Hce  Vol,  II.  page  3 j3 — 335- 
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tcous,  that  is,  one  whose  conversation  before  this  seemed  to  be 
Unblemished,  and  he  not  guilty  of  those  enormous  crimes  which 
were  committed  by  others  (which  may  be  supposed,  and  vet 
the  person  not  be  in  a  state  of  grace)  I  say,  when  such  an  one 
turnetli  axoaij  from  his  righteousness^  and  doth  according-  to  all 
the  abominations  that  the  xvicked  7nan  doth^  that  is,  becomes 
openly  vile  and  profligate ;  shall  he  live  ?  can  he  expect  any 
thing  else  but  that  God  should  follow  him  with  exemplary 
judgments,  or  that  he  should  be  involved  in  the  common  de- 
struction ?  In  Ids  sin  that  he  hath  sinned  shall  he  die.  And  on 
the  other  hand,  ver.  27.  When  the  xvicked  jnan  ttirneth  axvaij 
from  his  zvickedness  ;  that  is,  they  who  have  been  guilty  of  these 
abominations  shall  reform  their  lives,  or  turn  from  their  idola- 
try, murders,  adulteries,  oppressions,  and  other  vile  crimes, 
that  the  people  in  general  were  charged  with,  by  the  prophet, 
which  are  assigned  as  the  reason  of  God's  sending  this  dread- 
ful judgment  of  the  captivity;  I  say,  if  there  be  such  an  in- 
stance of  reformation,  he  shall  save  his  soul  alive;  that  is,  ei- 
ther he  shall  be  delivered  from  the  captivit}^,  or  shall  be  pre- 
served from  those  temporal  judgments  that  either  went  before 
or  followed  after  it.  This  reformation,  and  deliverance  froni 
these  judgments,  includes  in  it  something  less  than  saving 
grace,  and  a  right  to  eternal  life,  which  is  inseparably  con- 
nected with  it,  so  that  if  nothing  else  be  intended  by  the  righte- 
ous and  xuicked  ma7i ;  and  if  the  judgments  threatened,  or  their 
deliverance  from  them,  in  case  of  reformation,  includes  no 
more  than  this,  it  is  evident,  that  it  does  not  in  the  least  sup- 
pose, that  any  true  believer  shall  apostatize  or  fall  from  a  state 
of  grace.  As  we  may  distinguish  between  eternal  death  and 
temporal  judgments;  so  we  must  distinguish  between  a  per- 
son's abstaining  from  the  vilest  abominations,  as  a  means  to 
escape  these  judgments;  and  his  exercising  those  graces  that 
accompany  salvation.  There  may  be  an  external  reformation 
in  those  who  have  no  special  grace,  if  nothing  farther  be  re- 
garded than  a  person's  moral  character,  or  inoffensive  beha- 
viour in  the  eye  of  the  world.  If  we  only  consider  him  as  ab- 
staining from  those  sins  v/hich  are  universally  reckoned  dis- 
reputable among  those  who  make  any  pretensions  to  religion, 
and  in  this  respect  he  be  denominated  a  righteous  man,  such 
an  one  may  turn  away  from  his  righteousness  and  become  im- 
moral and  profligate,  and  so  be  reckoned  among  the  number  of 
apostates :  nevertheless  he  cannot  be  said  to  apostatize  or  fall 
from  the  grace  of  God,  since  moral  virtue  or  the  exercise  of 
righteousness  in  our  dealings  with  men  is  as  much  inferior  to 
saving  grace,  as  a  form  of  godliness  is  to  the  power  thereof. 

2.  As  to  the  other  scripture,  mentioned  in  the  objection,  it  is 
genernlly  urged  {trains:  us  ;i3  aii  unanswerable  argument,  taken 
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from  the  express  vrorch  thereof,  to  prove  the  possibility  of  the 
saints*  apostacy ;  and  our  tr.m.shjtiou  is  charged  with  a  wilful 
mistake,  to  serve  a  turn,  and  make  the  text  speak  what  it 
never  intended,  since  all  who  understand  the  original  must  al- 
low that  it  ought  to  be  rendered,  Ij  he  draw  hack^  which  sup- 
poses that  the  ju'^>t  man  may  apostatize,  or  draw  back  unto 
perdition.     To  which  it  may  be  replied, 

(l.)  That  though  the  words,  according  to  the  form  in  v/hicll 
they  are  laid  down,  contain  a  supposition,  it  docs  not  infer  the 
being  or  reality  of  the  thing  supposed  *  ;  but  only  this,  that  if 
such  a  thing  should  happen,  it  vrould  be  attended  with  what  is 
laid  down  as  a  consequence  thereof.  This  is  very  agreeable 
to  our  common  mode  of  speaking,  as  when  we  say  ;  if  a  vir- 
tuous person  should  commit  a  capital  crime,  he  will  fall  under 
the  lash  of  the  law  as  much  as  though  he  had  made  no  preten- 
sions to  virtue  ;  nevertheless,  it  does  not  follow  from  hence, 
that  such  an  one  shall  do  it,  or  expose  himself  to  this  punish- 
ment ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  a  king  should  say  to  a  crimi- 
nal, as  Solomon  did  to  Adonijah,  '  If  he  will  shew  himself  a 
*  worthy  man,  there  shall  not  an  hair  of  him  fall  to  the  earth,' 
it  cannot  be  concluded  from  hence,  that  he  will  behave  him- 
self so  as  that  his  life  shall  be  secured  to  him.  The  proposi- 
tion is  true,  as  there  is  a  just  connexion  between  the  suppo- 
sition and  the  consequence ;  yet  this  does  not  argue  that  the 
thing  supposed  shall  come  to  pass.  Now  to  apply  this  to  the 
scripture,  under  our  present  consideration  ;  the  proposition  is 
doubtless  true,  that  if  the  just  man  should  draw  hack,  so  as 
to  become  a  wicked  man,  if  he  should  lose  the  principle  of 
grace  which  was  in:planted  in  regeneration,  and  abandon  him- 
self to  the  greatest  impieties,  he  would  as  certainly  perish  as 
though  he  had  never  experienced  the  grace  of  God ;  but  it 
must  not  be  inferred  from  hence,  that  God  will  suffer  such  an 
one,  who  is  the  ot>ject  both  of  his  love  and  care,  thus  to  fall 
and  perish,  so  that  his  soul  should  have  no  pleasure  in  him. 

(2.)  If  \ve  suppose  the  person  here  spoken  of,  whom  we  con- 
sider as  a  true  believer,  to  draw  back,  we  may  distinguish  be- 
tween backsliding  or  turning  aside  from  God,  by  the  commis- 
sion of  very  great  sins  ;  and  apostacy.  Or  between  drawing 
back,  by  being  guilty  of  great  crimes,  so  as  to  expose  himself 
to  sore  judgments  ;  and  his  drawing  back  to  perdition.  The 
just  man  in  this  text,  is  said,  indeed,  to  draw  back,  but  he  is 
distinguished  from  one  that  draws  back  to  perdition  ;  as  it  is 
said  in  the  following  verse,  '  We  are  not  of  them  who  draw 
'•  back  to  perdition,  but  of  them  that  believe,  to  the  saving  of 
*  the  soul.'  Such  a  drav/ing  back  as  this,  though  it  shall  not 
end  in  perdition,  inasmuch  as  the  person  shall  be  recovered  and 
*  It  is  a  knoii'ti  maxim  in  In^ir,  Supposltig  nihil  ponit  in  esse. 
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brought  to  repentance  ;  yet  it  shall  be  attended  with  vcr}'  great 
marks  of  God's  displeasure  against  believers,  for  those  sins 
V  hich  th^y  have  committed,  as  well  as  others  ;  accordingly, 
his  soul  having"  no  plecumre  in  them,  denotes  that  he  would,  in 
various  instances,  reveal  his  wrath  against  relapsing  believers, 
as  a  displav  ol  his  holiness,  who  shall  nevertheless  be  recover- 
ed and  saved  at  last.  If  these  things  be  duly  considered,  the 
objection  seems  to  ha\e  no  weight  in  it,  though  it  should  be 
allowed,  that  tlie  words  upon  which  it  is  principally  founded, 
are  not  rightly  translated. 

However,  1  cannot  see  sufficient  reason  to  set  aside  our  trans- 
lation, it  being  equally  just  to  render  the  words,  if  any  man 
(Uaxv  back  *  ;  since  the  supplying  the  words  anij  vian^  or  any 
one^  is  allowed  of  in  many  other  instances,  both  in  the  Old  and 
New  Testament.  Therefore  there  is  not  the  least  incongruity 
in  its  being  supplied  in  the  text  under  our  present  considera- 
tion f ;  and,  if  it  be,  the  sense  that  we  give  of  it,  will  appear 
very  agreeable  to  the  context  ;  accordingly  the  meaning  i;;, 
*"  The  just  shall  live  by  faith,'  or  they  who  '  know  in  themselves 

*  that  they  have  in  heaven  a  better  and  an  enduring  substance,' 
as  in  one  of  the  foregoing  verses  ;  These  shall  live  by  faith, 
but  as  for  others  who  do  not  live  by  faith,  having  only  a  form. 
or  shev\r  of  religion,  *  whose  manner  is  to  forsake  the  asscm- 

*  bling  of  themselves  together,'  as  in  verse  25.  these  are  incli- 
ned to  draiv  back;  therefore,  let  them  know  that  if  any  one^  or 
xohosoever  draxva  back^  it  will  be  at  their  peril ;  for  it  will  be 
to  their  own  perdition  ;  vet  saith  the  apostle,  that  true  belie- 
vers may  not  be  discouraged  by  the  apostacy  of  others,  let 
them  take  notice  of  v/hat  is  said  in  the  following  words,  '  We 

*  are  not  of  them  who  draw  back  uuto  perdition,  but  of  them 

*    YlA^  WiCUhillxi. 

•f-  It  is  certain,  that  the  particles  Tit,  "^yt^^^  and  others  of  the  like  import,  are  of- 
ten left  out,  and  the  defect  theraf  in  to  be  supplied  in  02a'' translation  :  7Vius  it  is 
in  Job  xixiii.  27.  -ivhere  the  Ifebre-u  luord,  lehich  might  kave  been  rendered  and  he 
shall  say,  is  better  rendered  and  if  any  say,  &c.  and  in  Gen.  xlviii.  2-  instead  of  h^ 
toklJucob,  it  is  better  rendered  one  to]  j  ,];^ob,  or  somebody  told  him;  audiu, 
Mark  ii.  1.  tic,  -lohich  is  left  out  in  the  Creek  text,  is  supplied  iu  the  translation,  iii 
Khich  -rue  do  itnt  read  it  after  days,  but  after  some  days.  See  Alihl.'.  Concord.  Par- 
tic.  PaifeAl,  42.  in  which  several  texts  of  scripture  ave  prroduccdto  the  same  purpose  ^ 
find  among  the  rest,  this  in  Hcb.  x.  08.  xi'hich  -,iie  are  at  present  cunsidermg  as  tvliat 
ougiit  to  be  rendered  if  any  tme  draw  back.  In  this  and  such  Wee  instances  we  tnay 
observe,  that  the  verb  penuriul  has  an  impersonal  si^'uif  cation,  or  that  zvhich  is  pro' 
perly  active  is  rendered  passively  ;  soT.cc\.\x.\5.  n3  Xl'01  is  not  reiukred  and 
he  found  in  it,  Sec.  but  now  there  was  found  in  it ;  mn^iy  other  instcmces  of  the  like 
nature  are  to  be  observed  in  the  liebreiv  text  in  the  Old  Testament  ;  and  sotnetitrtcr- 
this  made  of  speaking  is  imitated  by  the  Greek  text  in  the  JVVtu.  I  miglu  cUso  ofi' 
c^'ve,  -ivith  reipect  to  the  scripture  under  our  present  consideration,  that  the  learned 
Urotivs  observes  that  tk;  ought  to  be  supplied,  and  consei/uently  the  te.vt  vin'ht  to  be 
rendered  a.i  it  is  in  ovr  translation,  ifany  man  draw  back,  ivhich  he  observes  as  luhut 
is  agreeable  to  tlu:  grammatical  construction  thereof  -Mlhout  any  regard  to  tlie  doc 
trinn  li'S  ere  mainlaining,  -with  respect  toivhich,  he  is  ollierrjise  winded. 
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*  that  believe,  to  the  saving  of  the  soul.'  These  things  being 
duly  considered,  it  will  be  sufficiendy  evident  that  this  text  does 
not  militate  against  the  doctrine  of  the  saints'  perseverance. 

Obj»  4.  There  is  another  objection  brought  against  the  doc- 
trine we  have  been  endeavouring  to  maintain,  taken  from  what 
the  apostle  says  in  Heb.  vi.  4,  5,  6.  '  It  is  impossible  for  those 
'  who  were  once  eniightentd,  and  have  tasted  of  the  heavenly 

*  gift,  and  were  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  have 

*  tasted  the  good  word  of  God,  and  the  powers  of  the  world  to 

*  come,  it  they  shall  fall  away,  to  renew  them  again  unto  repent- 

*  ance,  seeing  they  crucify  to  themselves  the  Son  of  God  afresh, 
'  and  put  him  to  an  open  shame.'  The  force  of  this  objection 
lies  in  two  things,  viz.  that  they  ai-e  described  as  total  and  fi- 
nal apostates  ;  and  also,  that  according  to  the  account  we  have 
of  their  former  conversation,  they  appear  then  to  have  beeu 
true  believers. 

Ansxv.  This  is  thought,  by  some,  who  defend  the  doctrine 
of  the  saints'  perseverance,  to  be  one  of  the  most  difficult  ob- 
jections that  we  generally  meet  with  against  it ',  especially  they 
who  cannot  see  how  it  is  possible  for  a  person  to  make  such 
advances  towards  true  godliness,  and  yet  be  no  other  than  an 
hypocrite  or  formal  professor,  are  obliged  to  take  a  method  to 
set  aside  the  force  of  the  objection,  which  I  cannot  give  into, 
namely,  that  when  the  apostle  says.  It  is  impossible  that  such 
should  be  renewed  again  to  repentance ;  the  word  impossible 
denotes  nothing  else,  but  that  the  thing  is  exceeding  difficult, 
not  that  they  shall  eventually  perish  ;  because  they  are  sup- 
posed to  be  true  believers ;  but  their  recovery  after  such  a  no- 
torious instance  of  backsliding,  shall  be  attended  with  difficul- 
ties so  great  that  nothing  can  surmount,  but  the  extraordinarv' 
power  of  God  ;  and  though  he  will  recover  them,  yet  they  shall 
feel  the  smart  thereof  as  long  as  they  live ;  they  shall  be  saved, 
yet  so  as  by  fire  *. 

*  To  give  countenance  to  tJus  sense  of  the -word  impossible,  thpv  refer  to  some 
scriptures,  in  -which  it  does  not  denote  an  ubsohite  imposmbility  of  the  thing,  but  only 
that  if  it  comes  to  pass  it  will  be  -with'much  difficulty.  Thus  it  is  said.  Acts  xx.  16. 
that  the  Apostle  Paul  hasted,  it'it  were  possible  f  >r  him  to  be  at  Jemsalem  the  day 
of  Penteciist ;  where  Ids  making  haste  argues  that  the  thing  was  not  in  itself  impoS' 
sible,  but  difficult.  And  Rom.  xii.  18.  we  are  exhorted,  it  it  be  possible,  as  much 
as  111  us  lieth,  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men  ;  which  shews  that  it  is  hard  indeed 
so  to  do  ;  nevertheless,  we  are  to  use  our  iitmost  endeavours  to  do  it,  which  does  not 
argue  that  the  thing  is  in  itself  altogether  impossible.  And  there  is  another  scripture 
they  bring  tojzistify  this  sense  of  the  words  in  Matt.  xix.  23, — 26.  in  which  our  Sa- 
viow's  design  is  to  shew  the  difficulty  of  a  rich  man^s  entering  into  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  which  he  compares  to  a  camel's  going  through  the  eye  of  a  needle ;  by  which 
very  few  suppose,  that  the  beast,  so  called,  is  intended,  but  a  cable-ro{>e,  which  i- 
iometimes  culled  acixmtl ;  thus  the  Synack'  and  Arabick  versions  translate  the  word- 

*  The  ancient  Syriac  is  xbojb  ^^e  modern  is  the  same  word ,  which  is  literally 
itifjiuxov  a  camel,  not  n-iy.iMi  a  cable.  This  Eastern  proveib  is  now  well  established. 
Vide  Campbell,  Clarke,  &c. 
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But  notwithstanding  the  word  impossible  may  be  sometimes 
taken  lor  that  which  is  very  difficult,  I  cannot  but  concludjj 
that  the  apostle  is  here  speaking  of  that  wliich  is  impossible, 
with  respect  to  the  event,  J\nd  therefore,  that  he  is  giving  the 
character  of  apostates  who  shall  never  be  recovered.  This  ap- 
pears, not  only  from  the  heinousness  of  the  crime,  as  they  are 
said  to  cnicifij  to  themselves  the  Son  of  God  afresh,  and  put  hi)/%. 
to  an  open  shame ;  but  from  what  is  mentioned  in  the  follow- 
ing verses,  in  which  they  are  compared  to  the  earth  that  brings 
eth  forth  thorns  end  briars,  which  is  rejected,  and  nigh  unto  cur- 
sing, xohose  end  is  to  be  burned ;  and  from  their  being  distin- 
guished from  those  who  shall  be  saved,  concerning  whom  the 
apostle  was  persuaded  better  things,  and  things  that  accompani/ 
salvation  ;  therefore  he  is  speaking  here  concerning  a  total  and 
final  apostasy. 

But  that  this  may  not  appear  to  militate  against  the  doctrine 
we  are  maintaining,  I  shall  endeavour  to  shew,  that  notwith- 
standing the  character  the  apostle  gives  of  the  persons  he  here 
speaks  of  they  were  destitute  of  the  truth  of  grace,  and  there- 
fore nothing  is  said  concerning  them,  but  what  a  formal  pro- 
fessor may  attain  to  :  That  this  may  appear  let  it  be  consid- 
ered, 

1.  Tiiat  they  are  described  as  once  enlightened ;  but  this  a 
person  may  be,  and  yet  be  destitute  of  saving  faith.  If  by  be- 
ing enlightened  we  understand  their  having  been  baptized,  as 
some  critics  take  the  word,  which  was  afterwards,  in  some  fol- 
lowing ages,  used  in  that  sense,  it  might  easily  be  alleged, 
that  a  person  might  be  baptized  and  yet  not  be  a  true  believer  : 
But  since  I  question  whether  baptism  was  expressed  by  illu- 
mination in  the  apostles  age  *,  I  would  rather  understand  by 
it,  their  having  been  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  or 

And  a  learned  loriter  observes,  that  the  Jews,  in  a  proverbial  Tuay,  express  the  diffi- 
cully  of  a  thing  by  that  of  a  cable-rope's  passing  through  the  eye  of  a  needle.  See 
Buxt.  Lex.  Talmud.  Fane  1719.  and  Bochart  Hiero.  Part.  1.  Lib.  2-  Cap.  3.  And 
by  neecile  is  nat  irxajit  that  -which  is  tised  in  7f>orkin^,  but  an  iron,  through  -which  a 
■fmnll  rope  may  be  easily  dra-wn  ;  though  it  ■:iius  very  difficult  to  force  a  camel  or  cc(- 
hle-rope  through  it  ;  therefore  they  suppose  our  Saviour  is  not  speaking  of  a  thing 
luliich  is  absolutely  impossible,  but  exceeding  difficult  ;  and  this  may  be  inferred  from 
his  reply  to  -n'hat  the  disciples  objected,  who  then  can  be  saved,  -when  he  says,  with 
men  this  is  impossible,  but  yrith  Qod  all  thing's  are  possible.  And  to  apply  this 
to  the  scripture  under  our  present  consideration! ,  they  siippose  that  the  apostle,  -tvhen 
he  speaks  oft/te  reneiving  of  those  persons  to  repentanc-;,  does  not  intend  that  -which 
■is  absolutely  impossible,  but  that  it  cannot  be  brought  about  but  by  the  extraordinary 
power  of  God,  -ivith  whom  all  things  are  possible. 

'  We  do  not  find  the  -word  itscd  in  that  sense  till  the  second  centurij,  by,  Justin  Mar- 
tyr [Vid.  ejusd.  Dial.  2-]  and  Clemens  Alexa7idrimts  [in  Pxdag.  Lib.  1.  cap.  6.]  and 
therefore  we  are  not  altogether  to  take  our  measures  in  explaining  the  sense  of  words, 
Tised  in  !:cripture,  from  them,  who  sometimes  mistake  the  sense  of  the  doctrine  contain- 
ed therein.  However,  if  we  lake  the  word  in  this  serise,  it  does  not  militate  against 
(,ur  argument,  since  a  person  may  be  baptized,  who  is  not  in  a  state  of  grace  and  -1^- 
caNoTi. 

Vol.  III.  G  g 
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5'ielded  an  assent  to  the  doctrines  contained  therein.  Nov/'  this 
a  person  may  do,  and  yet  be  destitute  of  saving  faith,  which  is 
seated  not  barely  in  the  understanding,  but  in  the  will,  and  there- 
fore supposes  him  not  only  to  be  rightly  informed,  with  respect 
to  those  things  which  arc  the  object  of  faith,  but  to  be  inter- 
nally and  effectually  called,  from  whence  saving  faith  proceeds, 
as  has  been  before  observed. 

2.  They  are  said  to  have  tasted  the  good  word  of  God ;  which 
agrees  with  the  character  before  given  of  those  v/ho  had  a  tem- 
porary faith  *,  v/ho  seemed,  for  a  while,  pleased  with  the  word, 
and  their  affections  were  raised  in  hearing  it;  as  Herod  is  said 
to  have  heard  John  the  Baptist  g-ladhj,  and  to  have  done  many 
things  ;  like  those  whom  our  Saviour  compares  to  the  seed 
sown  in  stony  ground,  which  soon  sprang  up,  but  afterwards 
withered  away.  This  a  person  may  do,  and  yet  not  have  sa- 
ving faith ;  for  it  is  one  thing  to  approve  of,  and  be  affected 
with  the  word,  and  another  thing  to  mis  it  with  that  faith 
ivhich  accompanies  salvation.  A  person  may  entertain  those 
doctrines  contained  in  the  word  which  relate  to  a  future  state 
of  blessedness  with  pleasure;  as  all  men  desire  to  be  happy,  and 
at  the  same  time  be  far  from  practising  the  duties  of  self-deni- 
al, taking  up  the  cross,  and  following  Christ,  mortifying  in- 
dwelling sin,  and  exercising  an  intire  dependance  upon,  and  re- 
signation to  him  in  all  things :  This  contains  much  more  than 
what  is  ejfpressed  by  tasting  the  good  word  of  God. 

3,  They  are  farther  described  as  having  tasted  the  heavenly 
^ift^  and  beitrg  made  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost^  and  of  the 
poivers  of  the  xvorld  to  come  ;  all  which  expressions,  I  humbly 
conceive,  carry  in  them  no  more  than  this,  that  they  had  been 
enabled  to  work  miracles,  or  that  they  had  a  faith  of  miracles, 
which  has  been  before  described  f,  and  proved  to  fall  very 
short  of  saving  faith  \.  Therefore  these  characters  given  of 
them  do  not  argue  that  they  were  true  believers,  and  conse- 
quently the  objection,  which  depends  on  the  supposition  that 
they  were,  is  of  no  force  to  prove  that  saints  may  totally  or 
finally  fall  from  grace. 

Obj.  5.  The  next  objection  against  the  doctrine  we  have 
been  maintaining,  is  taken  from  Heb.  x.  29.  Of  how  much  sor- 
er punishment  suppose  ye  shall  he  be  thought  worthy,  who  hath 
trodden  underfoot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of 
the  covenant,  wherewith  he  was  sanctified,  an  unholy  things  and 

*  See  Pag.  124, 125  ante. 

t  See  Pag.  122,  123  ante. 

■^  Then  teems  to  be  an  ftenilj/ajis  in  the  apostk''s  -node  of  speaking.  By  the  hea- 
venly gift  lue  are  to  iinderatiiml extraordinary  gifts,  ivhich  are  culled  the  Holy  Ghoai 
elsewhere,  Acts  xix.  2.  because  they  -uierefrom  the  Holy  Ghost  as  ejects  of  his  pan - 
er,  and  -wrought  to  cotifrm  the gospil  dispensation,  which  is  called  the  -vorldto  COViS) 
'iieb.  ii.  6.  end  tlier-e/ori:  they  arectyled  l/tej-oivers  of  (he  Tfor/rf  (9  ccrr.s. 
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hath  done  despite  unto  the  spirit  of  grace.  The  crime  here  spo- 
ken of  is  of  the  heinous  nature,  and  the  greatest  punishment  is 
said  to  be  inflicted  for  it :  Now,  inasmuch  as  these  are  descri- 
bed as  having  been  sanctijied  hij  the  blood  of  the  covenant^  it 
follows,  that  they  were  true  believers,  and  consequently  true  be- 
lievers may  apostatize,  and  fall  short  of  salvation. 

Ansiu.  The  force  of  the  objection  lies  principally  in  those 
ivords,  the  blood  of  the  covenant  tvherezvith  he  vjas  sanctified ; 
which  expression  is  taken,  by  divines,  in  tv/o  different  senses. 

1.  Some  take  the  word  he  in  the  same  sense  as  it  is  taken  in 
the  objection,  as  referring  to  the  apostate  ;  and  then  the  diffi- 
culty v/hich  occurs,  is  how  such  an  one  could  be  said  to  be 
sanctified  by  the  blood  of  the  covenant,  and  yet  not  regenerate, 
effectually  called,  or  a  true  believer  :  To  solve  this,  they  sup- 
pose, that  by  sanctif  cation  we  are  only  to  understand  a  rela- 
tive holiness,  which  such  have  who  are  made  partakers  of  the 
common  grace  of  the  gospel:  Thus  it  is  said,  Israel  was  holi- 
ness unto  the  Lord^  Jcr.  ii,  3.  or,  as  the  apostle  Peter  expresses 
it,  an  holy  nation^  1  Pet.  ii.  9.  as  they  were  God's  people  by 
an  external  covenant  relation,  and  by  an  explicit  consent  to  be 
governed  by  those  laws  which  he  gave  them  when  they  first 
became  a  church,  Exod.  xxiv.  3.  and  publicly  avouched  him 
to  be  their  God,  and  he  avouched  them  to  be  his  peculiar  peo- 
ple, which  was  done  upon  some  solemn  occasions,  Deut.  xxvi. 
17^  18.  Nevertheless,  many  of  them  were  destitute  of  the  spe- 
cial grace  of  sanctification,  as  it  contains  in  it  a  thorough  and 
universal  change  of  heart  and  life.  Moreover,  they  suppose 
that  this  privilege  of  being  God's  people,  by  an  external  cove- 
nant-relation, together  v/ith  all  these  common  gifts  and  graces 
that  attend  it,  was  purchased  by,  and  founded  on  the  blood  of 
Christ,  which  is  called  the  blood  of  the  cove7iant^  inasmuch  as 
he  was  given  for  a  coveriant  of  the  people^  Isa.  xlii.  6.  and  pur- 
suant hereunto,  he  shed  his  blood  to  procure  for  them  the  ex- 
ternal as  well  as  the  saving  blessings  of  the  covenant  of  grace  ; 
the  former  of  these,  the  persons  here  described  as  apostates,  are 
supposed  to  have  been  made  partakers  of,  as  the  apostle  says. 
To  them  pertaineth  the  adoption^  and  the  glory,  and  the  cove- 
nants, and  the  giving  of  the  knv,  and  the  service  of  God,  and  the 
promises,  Rom.  ix.  4.  they  worshipped  him  in  r-.U  his  ordinan- 
ces, as  those  whom  the  prophet  spealcs  of,  xuho  f;cek  h'vn  dailij^ 
and  delight  to  knoxv  his  zcaijs,  as  a  nation  that  did  righteousness^ 
and  forsook  not  the  ordinance  of  their  God  ;  they  ask  of  him  the 
ordinances  of  justice,  and  take  delight  in  approaching  to  God; 
and  yet  these  things  were  not  done  by  faith,  Isa.  Iviii.  2.  In 
this  respect  persons  may  be  sanctified,  and  yet  afterwards  for- 
feit, neglect,  despise  and  forsake  these  ordinances,  and  lose  the 
'^xtemnl  privileges  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  v.'hichthey  cncehad. 
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and  so  become  apostates.  This  is  the  most  common  method 
used  to  solve  the  difficulfy  contained  in  the  objection.  But  I 
would  rather  acquiesce  in  another  way,  which  may  be  taken  to 
account  for  the  sense  of  those  ^vords^  the  blood  of  the  covenant 
xvherexvith  he  was  sanctified.  Therefore,  let  it  be  considered, 

2.  That  the  word  he  may  be  understood,  not  as  referring  to 
the  apostate,  but  our  Saviour,  who  is  spoken  of  immediately 
before  :  thus  the  apostate  is  said  to  '  trample  under  foot  the  Son 
of  God,  and  count  the  blood  of  the  covenant  wherewith  He, 
that  is,  Christ,  *  was  sanctified,  an  unholy  thing.'  That  this 
sense  may  appear  just,  it  may  be  observed,  that  Christ  was 
sanctified  or  set  apart  by  the  Father,  to  perform  all  the  branches 
of  his  Mediatorial  office,  in  two  respects. 

(1.)  As  he  v/as  fore-ordained  or  appointed,  by  him,  to  come 
into  the  world  to  shed  his  blood  for  the  redemption  of  his 
people  :  thus  his  undertaking  to  redeem  them  is  called  his 
sanctifying,  or  devoting  himself  to  perform  this  work,  as  he 
says,  '  For  their  sakes  I  sanctify  myself,  that  they  also  might 
be  sanctified  through  the  truth,'  John  xvii.  19.  this  he  did  in 
pursuance  of  the  eternal  transaction  between  the  Father  and 
him,  relating  hereunto.  But  it  will  be  said,  that  this  was  an- 
tecedent to  his  dying  for  them ;  and  therefore,  propei'ly  speak- 
ing, he  could  not  be  said,  in  this  respect,  to  be  sanctified  by 
the  blood  of  the  covenant ;  therefore,  to  this  we  may  add, 

(2.)  That  he  was  also  sanctified,  or  set  apart  by  the  Father, 
to  apply  the  v/ork  of  redemption  after  he  had  purchased  it; 
which  sanctification  was,  in  the  most  proper  sense,  the  result 
of  his  shedding  his  blood,  which  was  the  blood  of  the  cove- 
nant ;  so  that  as  he  was  '  brought  again  from  the  dead,'  as  the 
apostle  speaks,  '  through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  cove- 
nant,' Heb.  xiii.  20.  all  the  blessings  which  he  applies  to  his 
people  as  the  consequence  hereof,  are  the  result  of  his  being 
sanctified,  or  set  apart  to  carry  on  and  perfect  the  work  of  our 
salvation,  the  foundation  whereof  was  laid  in  his  blood. 

Moreover,  that  they  who  are  here  described  as  apostates, 
had  not  before  this,  the  grace  of  faith,  is  evident  from  the 
context,  inasmuch  as  they  are  distinguished  from  true  believ- 
trs.  The  apostle  seems  to  speak  of  two  sorts  of  persons,  to  wit, 
some  who  had  cast  oflP  the  ordinances  of  God's  worship,  '  for- 
saking the  assembling  of  themselves  together,'  who  are  distin- 
guished from  these  whom  he  dehorts  from  this  sin,  who  had 
the  grace  oifa'ith^  whereby  they  were  enabled  to  '  draw  near 
'  to  God  in  full  assurance  thereof,  having  their  hearts  sprinkled 
'  from  an  evil  conscience,  and  their  bodies  washed  v/ith  pure 
'  water ;'  concerning  these  he  says,  '  We  are  not  of  them  who 
*-  draw  back  to  perdition,  but  of  them  who  believe  to  the  saving 
'•  of  the  soul,'  chap.  x.  39.  Therefore  we  must  conclude  that 
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others  are  intended  in  the  text  under  our  present  consideration, 
vvho  were  not  true  believers,  and  consequently  it  does  not  from 
hence  appear  that  such  may  totally,  or  tinull)-,  fall  from  a  siute 
©f  grace. 

The  apostates  spoken  of  in  this  and  the  foregoing  objection, 
were  probably  some  among  the  Jews,  to  whom  the  gospel  was 
preached,  who  embraced  the  Christian  faith,  being  convinced 
by  those  miracles  which  were  wrought  for  that  purpose,  but 
afterwards  revolted  from  it,  and  were  more  inveterately  set 
against  Christ  and  the  gospel  than  they  had  been  before  they 
made  this  j)rofession ;  and  accordingly  as  they  had  formerly 
approved  of  the  crimes  of  those  who  crucified  Christ,  in  which 
respect  they  are  said  to  have  crucified  him  ;  now  ihey  do,  m 
the  same  sense,  crucify  him  afresh.  And  as  they  had  been 
made  partakers  of  the  extraordinary  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost; 
afterwards  they  openly  blasphemed  him,  and  this  was  done 
with  spite  and  malice.  These  texts  therefore  not  only  contain 
a  sad  instance  of  the  apostasy  of  some,  but  prove  that  they 
v.'ere  irrecoverably  lost;  and  this  comes  as  near  the  account  wo 
have  in  the  gospels  of  the  unpardonable  sin,  as  any  thing  men- 
tioned  in  scripture  :  nevertheless,  what  has  been  said  to  prove 
that  they  never  were  true  believers,  is  a  sufficient  answer  to 
this  and  the  foregoing  objection^ 

Objec.  6.  Another  objection  against  the  doctrine  of  the  saints* 
perseverance,  is  taken  from  2  Pet*  ii*  20—22.  For  'ifafur  the;/ 
have  escaped  the  poUutions  of  the  worlds  through  the  kn'oxvledge 
of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  fesus  Christy  they  are  again  entangled 
therein^  and  overcome  ;  the  latter  end  is  worse  with  them  than 
the  beginning  i  and  they  are  said  in  the  following  verse,  to  turn 
front  the  holy  commandment  delivered  unto  them  ;  which  is  com- 
pared to  the  dog  turning  to  his  own  vomit  again^  and  the  sozv 
that  -was  ruashed^  to  her  walloxving  in  the  mire, 

Ansrv.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  That  though  every  one 
must  conclude,  that  the  persons,  whom  the  apostle  here  speaks 
of,  plainly  appear  to  be  apostates  |  yet  there  is  nothing  in  their 
character  which  argues  that  they  apostatized^  or  fell  from  the 
truth  of  grace ;  and  it  is  only  such  whom  we  are  at  present 
speaking  of.  It  may  be  observed,  that  the  apostle  is  so  far  from 
including  these  apostates  in  tlie  number  of  those  to  whom  he 
writes  this,  with  the  foregoing  epistle,  whom  he  describes  a.f 
electa  according  to  the  fore-knoxvledgc  of  God  the  Father^  through 
sanctif  cation  of  the  Spirit^  tmto  obedience  and  sprinili?ig  of  the 
blood  of  jfcsus  Christy  and  as  having  been  begottc7i  again  unto 
a  lively  hope^  b'j  the  resurrection  of  fesus  Christy  to  an  inheri- 
tance reserved  for  them  in  heaven^  and  as  such,  who  should  be 
kept  by  the  power  of  God^  through  faith ^  unto  sahatio7i^  1  Pet. 
i.  2 — 5.  that  he  plainly  distinguiphrs  them  from  them.  For  in 
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Verse  1,  of  this  chapter,  from  whence  it  is  taken,  it  is  said<, 
'  There  shall  be  false  teachers  among  you,  and  many  shall  fol- 
low their  pernicious  way^i ;'  he  does  not  say  many,  who  are 
now  ot  vour  number,  but  many  who  shall  be  joined  to  the 
church,  when  these  false  teachers  arise.  These  persons,  indeed, 
are  represented  as  making  a  great  shew  of  religion,  by  which 
they  gained  reputation  among  some  professor?,  whom  they  se- 
duced which  otherwise  they  could  not  have  done;  and  there- 
fore it  is  said,  '  They  had  escaped  the  pollutions  of  the  world, 
through  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,' 
and  that  they  had  '  known  the  way  of  righteousness.'  Such 
might  indeed  be  joined  to  the  church  afterwards ;  but  they  did 
not  now  belong  to  it;  and  what  is  said  concerning  them, 
amountr.  to  no  more  than  an  external  visible  reformation,  to- 
gether with  their  having  attained  the  knowledge  of  Christ  and 
divine  things ;  so  that  they  were  enlightened  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  gospel ;  though  they  made  it  appear,  by  the  methods  they 
used  to  deceive  others,  that  they  had  not  experienced  the  grace 
of  the  gospel  themselves,  and  therefore  they  fell  away  from 
their  profession,  and  turned  aside  from  the  faith,  which  once 
they  preached.  It  is  one  thing  for  a  formal  professor,  who 
makes  a  great  show  of  religion,  to  turn  aside  from  his  profes- 
sion, to  all  excess  of  riot ;  and  another  thing  to  suppose  a  true 
believer  can  do  so,  and  that  to  such  a  degree  as  to  continue 
therein  ;  this  the  grace  of  God  will  keep  him  from. 

Objec,  7.  Another  objection  against  the  doctrine  of  the  saints' 
perseverance,  is  taken  from  the  parable  of  the  debtor  and  cre- 
ditor, in  Matt,  xviii.  26,  ^c.  in  which  It  is  said,  '  The  ser- 
'  vant  fell  down  and  worshipped  him,  saying.  Lord,  have  pa- 

*  ticnce  with  me,  and  I  will  pay  thee  all.  Then  the  Lord  of  that 

*  servant  was  moved  with  compassion,  and  loosed  him,  and 
'  forgave  him  the  debt ;'  but  afterv.-ai-ds,  upon  his  treating  one 
of  his  fellow-servants,  who  owed  him  a  very  inconsiderable 
sum,  with  great  severity,  his  lord  exacted  the  debt  of  him, 
■which  he  had  before  forgiven  him,  and  so  delivered  him  to  the 
tormentors^  till  he  should  pay  all  that  v/as  due  to  him  :  '  So 
likewise,'  it  is  said,  '  shall  my  heavenly  Father  do  unto  you,  if 
'  ye,  from  3'our  hearts  foi-give  not  every  one  his  brother  their 

*  trespasses ;'  from  whence  it  is  inferred,  that  a  person  may 
iall  from  a  justified  state,  or  that  God  may  forgive  sin  at  one 
time,  and  yet  be  provoked  to  alter  his  resolution,  and  inflict  the 
runishment  that  is  due  to  it,  at  another  ;  which  is  altogether 
inconsistent  with  the  doctrine  of  the  saints'  perseverance  in 
grace. 

Anszu,  In  answer  to  this  we  must  observe,  that  our  Saviour's 
design  in  his  parables,  is  not  that  every  word  or  circumstance 
contained  in  them,  should  be  applied  to  signify  what  it  seem^i 
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to  import,  but  there  is  some  truth  in  general  intended  to  be  il- 
lustrated thereby,  which  is  principally  lo  be  regarded  therein : 
Thus  in  the  parable  of  ihcjiidg-c\  in  Luke  xviii.  2,  Sec.  '  which 
feared  not  God,  neither  regarded  man,'  who  was  moved,  by  a 
v/idow's  importunity,  to  *•  avenge  her  of  her  adversary  ;'  which 
after  a  while,  he  resolved  to  do,  because  the  widov/  troubled 
him.  This  is  applied  to  '  God's  avenging  his  elect,  who  cry  day 
and  night  unto  him  ;'  where  we  must  observe,  that  it  is  only 
in  this  circumstance  that  the  parable  is  to  be  applied  to  thctn 
without  any  regard  had  to  the  injustice  of  the  judge,  or  his  be- 
ing uneasy,  by  reason  of  the  importunity  which  the  widow  ex- 
prest  in  pleading  her  cause  vrith  him. 

Again,  in  the  parable  of  the  steward,  in  Luke  xvi.  1,  &c. 
who  being  accused  for  having  xvasted  his  lord\'i  goods ;  and 
apprehending  that  he  should  be  soon  turned  out  of  the  steward- 
ship, he  takes  an  unjust  method  to  gain  the  favour  of  his  lord's 
debtors,  by  remitting  a  part  of  what  they  ovv^ed  him,  that  bv 
this  means  they  might  be  induced  to  shew  kindness  to  him  when 
he  was  turned  out  of  his  service.  It  is  said  indeed,  vei'se  8. 
that  '  the  lord  commended  the  unjust  stev/ard,  because  he  had 
acted  wisely  j  whereas,  our  Saviour  does  not  design,  in  the  ac- 
c'ount  he  gives  of  his  injustice,  to  give  the  least  coimtenancc 
to  it,  as  though  it  vrere  to  be  imitated  by  us  ;  nor  by  his  lord's 
commending  him  as  acting  wisely  for  himself,  does  he  intend 
that  it  is  lawful  or  commendable  for  wicked  men  to  pursue  the 
like  measures  to  promote  their  future  interest.  But  the  only 
thing  in  which  this  parable  is  applied,  is,  that  we  might  learn 
from  hence,  that  '  the  children  of  this  world  are,  in  their  gene- 
ration wiser  than  the  children  of  light;'  and  that  men  ought  to 
endeavour,  without  the  least  appearance  of  injustice,  to  gain  the 
friendship  of  others,  by  using  what  they  have  in  the  world,  in 
such  a  way,  as  that  they  may  be  induced,  out  of  gratitude  for 
those  favours,  which  they  conferred  upon  them,  to  shew  re- 
spect to  them  ;  but  principally,  that  in  performing  what  was 
really  their  duty,  they  might  have  ground  to  hope  that  they 
shall  be  approved  of  God,  and  received  into  everlasting  habi- 
tations. 

Now  to  apply  this  rule  to  the  parable  from  whence  the  ob- 
jection is  taken,  we  must  consider,  that  the  design  hereof  is  not 
to  signify  that  God  changes  his  mind,  as  men  do,  by  forgiving 
persons  at  one  time,  and  afterwards  condemning  them,  as 
though  he  did  not  know,  when  he  extended  this  kindness  to 
them,  how  they  would  behave  towards  others,  or  whether  they 
would  improve  or  forfeit  this  privilege ;  since  jto  suppose  this 
would  be  contrary  to  the  divine  perfections.  Therefore  the 
only  design  of  the  parable  is  to  shew,  that  they  who  now  con- 
clude that  God  has  forgiven  thero,  ought  to  forgive  other§,  or 
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else  they  will  find  themselves  mistaken  at  last:  and  though  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  the  divine  dispensations,  or  the  reveal- 
ed will  of  God,  which  is  our  only  rule  of  judging  concerning 
this  matter,  they  tliink  that  diey  are  in  a  justified  state,  it  will 
appear,  that  the  debt  whiclv  they  owed  was  not  cancelled,  but 
thall  be  exacted  of  them  to  the  utmost,  in  their  own  persons ; 
f>o  that  all  that  can  be  pioved  from  hence  is,  that  a  man  may 
jall  from,  or  lose  those  seeming  grounds,  which  we  had  to  con- 
clude that  his  sins  were  forgiven  :  but  we  are  not  to  suppose 
that  our  Saviour  intends  hereby  that  God's  secret  purpose,  re- 
lating to  the  forgiveness  of  sin,  can  be  changed  ;  or  that  he, 
who  is  really  freed  from  condemnation,  at  one  time,  may  fall 
under  it  at  another :  therefore,  what  is  said  in  this  parable, 
does  not  in  the  least  give  countenance  to  this  objection,  or 
overthrov/  the  doctrine  we  are  maintaining. 

Objec.  S.  There  is  another  objection,  taken  from  what  the 
apostle  Paul  says  concerning  himself,  in  1  Cor.  ix.  27.  I  keep 
tinder  Vivj  bochj^  and  bring  it  into  subjection.,  lest  that  by  any 
7neans^  zvhen  I  have  preached  to  others^  J  niyself  should  be  a 
cast-awaij.  Now  it  is  certain  that  the  apostle  Avas  a  true  be- 
liever; yet  he  concludes,  that  if  he  did  not  behave  himself  so 
as  to  subdue  or  keep  under  his  corrupt  passions,  but  should 
commit  those  open  scandalous  crimes,  which  they  would  prompt 
liim  to,  he  should,  in  the  end,  become  a  case-away,  that  is,  apos- 
tatize from  God,  and  be  rejected  by  him. 

Ansxv.  To  this  it  may  be  replied.  That  though  the  apostle 
liad  as  good  ground  to  conclude  that  he  had  experienced  the 
grace  of  God  in  truth,  as  any  nian,  and  was  oftentimes  favour- 
ed with  a  full  assurance  hereof;  yet  he  did  not  attain  this  as- 
s-urance  by  immediate  revelation,  so  as  he  received  those  doc- 
trines which  he  was  to  impait  to  the  church  as  a  rule  of  faith  ; 
for  then  it  would  liave  been  impossible  for  him  to  have  been 
mistaken  as  to  this  matter :  and  if  this  be  supposed,  then  I 
would  understand  what  he  says  concerning  his  being  a  cast- 
away^ as  denoting  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  his  not 
keeping  under  his  body  ;  but  not  implying  hereby  that  corrupt 
uatnre  should  so  far  prevail,  as  that  he  should  fall  from  a  sanc- 
tified state.  Now  if  he  did  not  attain  this  assurance  by  imme- 
diate revelation,  then  he  had  it  in  the  same  Avay  as  others  have, 
by  making  use  of  those  marks  and  characters  which  are  given 
of  the  truth  of  grace  ;  and  accordingly  he  argues,  that  though, 
at  present,  he  thought  himself  to  be  in  a  sanctified  state,  from 
the  same  evidences  that  others  conclude  themselves  to  be  so ; 
yet  if  corrupt  Aiature  should  prevail  over  him,  which  it  would 
do,  it  he  did  not  keep  his  body  in  subjection,  or  if  he  were 
guilty  of  those  vile  abominations  which  unregenerate  persons 
are  chargeable  with,  then  it  would  appear,  that  this  assurance 
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WAS  111  grounded,  his  hope  of  salvation  delusive,  and  he  no 
other  than  an  hypocrite ;  and  so,  notwithstanding  his  having 
preached  to  others,  he  would  be  found,  in  the  end,  among  thenv 
who  were  false  professors,  and  accordingly  rejected  of  God: 
therefore  we  may  observe,  that  it  is  one  thing  for  a  person  to 
exercise  that  caution,  and  use  those  means  to  prevent  sin,  which, 
if  he  shoald  commit,  would  prove  him  an  hypocrite;  and  ano- 
ther thing  for  one  that  is  a  true  believer,  to  be  suffered  to  com- 
mit those  sins  whereby  he  would  apostatize  from  God,  and  so 
miss  of  salvation. 

And  this  will  serve  to  ansv/er  another  objection  that  is  usu- 
ally brought  against  the  doctrine  we  are  maintaining,  as  though 
it  were  inconsistent  with  that  holy  fear  which  believers  ought 
to  have  of  falling,  as  an  inducement  to  care  and  watchfulness 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duty;  as  it  is  said  in  Prov.  xxviii.  14. 
Happy  is  the  man  that  feareth  always  ;  inasmuch  as  we  must 
distinguish  between  that  fear  of  caution,  which  is  a  preserva- 
tive against  sin,  and  includes  a  watchfulness  over  our  actions, 
that  we  may  not  dishonour  God  thereby  ;  and  an  unbelieving 
fear,  that  though  we  are  in  a  state  of  grace,  and  are  enabled 
to  exercise  that  diligence  and  circumspection  that  becomes 
christians,  yet  wc  have  no  foundation  whereon  to  set  our  foot, 
or  ground  to  hope  for  salvation.  Or,  it  is  one  thing  to  fear, 
lest  we  should,  by  giving  way  to  sin,  dishonour  God,  grieve 
his  Spirit,  and  wound  our  own  consciences,  and  do  that  which 
is  a  disgrace  to  the  gospel,  through  the  prevalency  of  corrupt 
nature,  whereby  v/e  shall  have  ground  to  conclude  that  ive 
thought  ourselves  something  when  we  were  nothing,  deceiving; 
our  own  souls  ;  and  another  thing  to  fear  that  we  shall  perish 
and  fall,  though  our  hearts  are  right  with  God,  and  we  have 
reason  to  expect  that  we  shall  be  kept  by  his  power,  through 
faith,  unto  salvation. 

We  shall  conclude  this  answer  with  some  few  inferences 
from  what  has  been  said,  to  prove  the  doctrine  of  the  saints' 
perseverance  as  contained  therein.     And, 

1.  Since  we  do  not  pretend  to  assert  that  all  who  make  a 
profession  of  religion  are  assured  that  they  shall  never  aposta- 
tize, but  only  true  believers,  let  unbelievers  take  no  encourage- 
ment from  hence  to  conclude,  that  it  shall  be  well  with  them 
in  the  end.  Many  are  externally  called  who  are  not  really 
sanctified  ;  and  presume  that  they  shall  be  saved,  though,  with- 
out ground,  inasmuch  as  they  continue  in  impenitency  and  un- 
belief ;  such  have  no  warrant  to  take  comfort  from  the  doc- 
trine we  have  been  maintaining. 

2.  We  may,  from  what  has  been  said,  observe  the  difference 
between  the  security  of  a  believer's  state,  as  his  hope  is  fixed 
on  the  stability  of  the  covenant,  and  the  promises  thereof,  re- 
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lating  to  his  salvation,  together  with  the  Spirit's  witness,  with 
ours,  concerning  our  own  sincerity  ;  and  that  which  we  gene- 
rally call  cai'nal  security,  wherel:)y  a  person  thinks  hiniselt  safe, 
or  that  all  things  shall  go  well  with  him,  though  he  make  pro- 
vision for  the  flesh  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof  :  This  is  an  un- 
"warrantable  security  in  a  state  of  unregeneracy,  or  licentious- 
ness, which  this  doctrine  does  not  in  the  least  give  counte- 
nance to. 

3.  From  what  has  been  said  concerning  the  apostasy  of 
some  from  that  faith  which  they  once  made  a  profession  of, 
we  may  infer  ;  that  it  is  only  the  grace  of  God  experienced  in 
truth,  that  will  preserve  us  from  turning  aside  from  the  fiiiih 
of  the  gospel.  The  apostle  speaks  of  some  who,  by  embracing 
those  doctrines  that  were  subversive  of  the  gospel,  are  fallen 

from  grace.  Gal.  v.  4.  that  is,  from  the  doctrines  of  grace  ;  con- 
cerning whom  he  says,  that  Christ  prof  ted  them  nothings  or 
was  become  of  no  effect  to  them,  chap.  v.  2,  4.  that  is,  the  gos- 
pel, which  contains  a  display  of  the  glory  of  Christ,  was  of  no 
saving  advantage  to  them.  All  the  sad  instances  we  have  of 
many,  who  are  tossed  to  and  fro  with  every  wind  of  doctrine, 
and  are  made  a  prey  to  those  that  lie  in  wait  to  deceive,  pro- 
ceed from  their  being  destitute  of  the  grace  of  God,  which 
would  have  a  tendency  to  preserve  thern  from  turning  aside 
from  the  faith  of  the  gospel.  ' 

4.  Let  us  be  exhorted  to  be  as  diligent  and  watchful  against 
the  breakings  forth  of  corruption,  and  endeavour  to  avoid  all 
occasions  of  sin,  as  much  as  though  perseverance  in  grace  were 
to  be  ascribed  to  our  own  endeavours,  or  as  though  God  had 
given  us  no  ground  to  conclude  that  he  would  enable  us  to  per- 
bevtre  ;  and  yet,  at  the  same  time,  depend  on  his  assistance, 
without  which  this  blessing  cannot  be  attained,  and  hope  in  his 
mercy  and  faithfulness,  and  lay  hold  on  the  promises  which  he 
has  given  us,  that  it  shall  go  well  with  us  in  the  end,  or  that 
we  shall  have  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing. 

5.  Let  us  not  only  endeavour  to  persevere,  but  grow  in  grace ; 
which  two  blessings  are  joined  together;  as  it  is  said.  The  righ- 
teous also  shall  hold  on  his  -way  ;  and  he  that  hat li  clean  hands 
ahall be  stronger  and  stronger.  Job  xvii.  9. 

6.  This  doctrine  has  a  great  tendency  to  support  and  fortify 
believers,  under  the  most  adverse  dispensations  of  providence, 
%vhich,  at  any  time,  they  are  liable  to ;  and  to  comfort  them  un- 
der all  the  assaults  of  their  spiritual  enemies  ;  since  though 
they  may  be  suffered  to  discourage  or  give  them  interruption 
in  the  exercise  of  those  graces  which  they  have  experienced, 
yet  grace  shall  not  be  wholly  extinguished.  And  sometimes, 
by  the  over-ruling  providence  of  God,  those  things  which  in 
themselves  have  a  tendency  to  weaken  their  faitli,  shall  be  or- 
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dered  as  a  means  to  increase  it ;  so  that  when  they  can  do  no* 
tiling  in  their  own  strength,  they  may  be  enabled,  by  depend- 
ing on  Christ,  and  receiving  strength  from  him,  to  prevail  a- 
gainst  all  the  opposition  they  meet  with,  and  come  off  more  than, 
conqucrom,  at  last,  through  hira  that  loved  them^  Rom.  viii.  37". 


Quest.  LXXX.  Can  true  believers  be  infallibly  assured  that 
theij  are  in  the  estate  of  grace  ^  and  that  they  shall  persevere 
therein  unto  salvation  (' 

Answ.  Such  as  truly  believe  in  Christ,  and  endeavour  to  walk 
in  all  good  conscience  before  him,  may,  without  extraordi- 
nary revelation,  by  faith  grounded  upon  the  truth  of  God's 
promises,  and  by  the  Spirit,  enabling  them  to  discern  in  them- 
selves those  graces  to  wliich  the  promises  of  life  are  made, 
and  bearing  witness  with  their  spirits,  that  they  are  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  be  iufallibly  assured  that  they  are  in  a  state  of 
grace,  and  shall  persevere  therein  unto  salvation. 

AVING  before  considered  a  believer  as  made  partaker 
of  those  graces  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that  accompany  salva- 
tion, whereby  his  state  is  rendered  safe,  and  also  that  he  shall 
not  draw  back  unto  perdition,  but  shall  attain  the  end  of  his 
faith,  even  the  salvation  of  his  soul ;  it  is  necessary  for  th<j 
establishing  of  his  comfort  and  joy,  that  he  should  know  him- 
self to  be  interested  in  this  privilege.  It  is  a  great  blessing  to 
be  redeemed  by  Christ,  and  sanctified  by  the  Spirit ;  but  it  is 
a  superadded  privilege  to  know  that  we  are  so,  or  be  assured 
that  we  are  in  a  state  of  grace,  which  is  the  subject  insisted  oa 
in  this  answer  :  In  which  we  are  led, 

I.  To  speak  something  concerning  the  nature  of  assurance, 
and  how  far  persons  may  be  said  to  be  infallibly  assured  of 
their  salvation. 

II.  We  shall  endeavour  to  prove  that  this  blessing  is  attain- 
able in  this  life. 

III.  We  shall  consider  the  character  of  those  to  whom  it 
belongs.     And, 

IV.  The  means  whereby  it  may  be  attained. 

I.  Concerning  the  nature  of  assurance,  and  how  far  person'^, 
may  be  said  to  be  infallibly  assured  of  their  salvation.  Assu- 
rance is  opposed  to  doubting;  v/hich  is  inconsistent  therewith  ; 
so  that  he  who  has  attained  this  privilege,  is  carried  above  all 
those  doubts  and  fears  respecting  the  truth  of  grace,  and  his 
interest  in  the  love  of  God,  which  others  are  exposed  to,  where- 
by their  lives  are  rendered  very  uncomfortable  :  It  may  also 
be  considered  as  containing  in  it  something  more  than  our  he- 
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ing  enabled  to  Tiope  that  we  are  in  a  state  of  grace  ;  for  though 
that  aflbrds  relief  against  despair,  yet  it  falls  short  of  a->surance, 
which  is  sometimes  called  a  full  assurance  ofhope^  Heb.  vi.  11. 
and  it  certainly  contains  a  great  deal  more  than  a  probability, 
or  a  conjectural  persuasion  relating  to  this  matter  ;  which  is 
the  only  thing  that  some  will  allow  to  be  attainable  by  belie- 
vers, especially  they  who  deny  the  doctrine  of  the  saints'  per- 
severance, and  lay  the  greatest  stress  of  man's  salvation  on  hi;* 
own  free-will,  rather  than  the  efficacious  grace  of  God.  All 
ihnt  they  will  own  as  to  this  matter  is,  that  persons  may  be  in 
a  hopeful  way  to  salvation,  and  that  it  i*s  probable  they  may  at- 
tain it  at  last.  But  they  cannot  be  fully  assured  that  they  shall, 
unless  they  were  assured  concerning  their  perseverance,  which, 
they  suppose,  no  one  can  be  ;  because  the  carrying  on  of  the 
work  ot  grace  depends  on  the  free-will  of  man,  as  well  as  the 
first  beginning  of  it  ;  and  according  to  their  notion  of  liberty^ 
as  has  been  before  observed  under  another  answer  *,  viz*  that 
he  who  acts  freely  may  act  the  contrary  ;  and  consequently, 
'since  every  thing  that  is  done  in  the  carr}ang  on  of  the  M'ork 
of  grace,  is  done  freely ;  no  one  can  be  assured  that  this  work 
shall  not  miscarry  ;  therefore  none  can  attain  assurance  ;  thifi 
is  what  some  assert,  but  we  deny.  And  it  is  observed  in  this 
answer,  that  believers  may  not  only  attain  assurance  that  they 
are  in  a  state  of  grace,  and  shall  persevere  therein  unto  salva- 
tion, but  that  they  may  be  infallibly  assured  hereof,  which  is 
the  higliest  degree  of  assurance.  How  far  this  is  attainable  by 
believers,  may  be  the  subject  of  our  farther  inquiry. 

It  is  a  matter  of  dispute  among  some,  whether  assurance  ad- 
mits of  any  degrees,  or  whether  a  person  can  be  said  to  be 
more  or  less  assured  of  a  thing  ?  or  whether  that  which  does 
not  amount  to  the  highest  degree  of  certainty,  may  be  called 
assurance  ?  This  is  denied,  by  some,  for  this  reason  ;  because 
assurance  is  the  highest  and  strongest  assent  that  can  be  given 
to  the  truth  of  any  proposition  ;  accordingly  the  least  defect 
of  evidence  on  which  it  is  supposed  to  be  founded,  leaves  the 
mind  in  a  proportionable  degree  of  doubt,  as  to  the  truth  of  it; 
in  v/hich  case  there  may  be  a  probability,  but  not  an  assurance. 
If  this  method  of  explaining  the  meaning  of  the  word  be  tru^, 
then  it  is  beyond  dispute,  that  they  who  have  attained  asstu-ance 
of  their  being  in  a  state  of  grace,  may  be  said  to  be  infallibly 
assured  thereof :  Whether  this  be  the  sense  of  that  expression 
in  this  answer,  I  will  not  pretend  to  determine ;  neither  shall  I 
enter  any  farther  into  this  dispute,  which  amounts  to  little  more 
than  what  concerns  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  sense 
of  the  word  assurance.  All  that  I  shall  add  concerning  it,  is, 
that  according  to  our  common  mode  of  speaking  it  is  reckon 
•  See  Qwst.  lirii.  Par.  15  ant 3. 
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ed  no  absurdity  for  a  person  to  say  he  is  sure  of  a  thirty,  though 
it  be  possible  for  him  to  have  greater  evidence  of  the  truth 
tliereof,  and  consequently  a  greater  degree  of  assurance.  Tims 
the  assurance  that  arises  from  the  possession  of  a  thing  cannot 
but  be  greater  than  that  which  attends  the  bare  expectation  of 
it :  There fo!-e  whatever  be  the  sense  of  that  infallible  assurance, 
which  is  here  spoken  of ;  v/e  cannot  suppose  that  there  is'  any 
degree  of  assurance  attainaS^Ie  in  this  life,  concerning  the  hap- 
piness of  the  saints  in  heaven,  equal  to  that  which  they  have 
who  are  actually  possessed  of  that  blessedness ;  to  suppose  this 
would  be  to  ccnibund  earth  and  heaven  together,  or  expecta- 
tion with  actual  fruition. 

As  to  what  relates  to  our  assurance  thereof,  there  is  another 
matter  of  dispute  among  some,  which  I  am  not  desirous  to  en- 
ter into ;  namely,  whecher  it  is  posr/ible  for  a  believer  to  be  as 
sure  that  he  shall  be  saved,  as  he  is  that  he  exists,  or  that  he 
is  a  sinner,  and  so  stands  in  need  of  salvation  ?  or  whether  it 
is  possible  for  a  person  to  be  as  sure  that  he  shall  be  saved,  as 
he  is  sure  of  that  truth  which  is  matter  of  pure  revelation,  viz, 
that  he,  that  believes  shall  be  saved  ?  or  whether  it  is  possible 
for  a  person  to  be  as  sure  that  he  has  the  truth  of  grace,  as  he 
may  be  that  he  performs  any  actions,  whether  natural  or  reli- 
gious J  such  as  speaking,  praying,  reading,  hearing,  &:c.  or 
v/hether  we  may  be  as  sure  that  we  have  a  principle  of  grace, 
as  we  are  that  we  put  forth  such  actions,  as  seem  to  proceed 
from  that  principle,  when  engaged  in  the  performance  of  some 
religious  duties  ?  If  any  are  disposed  to  defend  the  possibility 
of  our  attaining  assurance  in  so  great  a  degree  as  this,  as  what 
they  think  to  be  the  meaning  of  what  some  divines  have  assert" 
ed,  agreeably  to  what  is  contained  in  this  answer,  that  a  belie- 
ver may  be  infallibly  assured  of  his  salvation,  I  will  not  enter 
the  list  with  them  ;  though  I  very  much  question  whether  it 
M'ill  not  be  a  matter  of  too  great  difficulty  for  them  to  support 
their  argument,  without  the  least  appearance  of  exception  to  it. 

Nevertheless,  (that  I  may  not  extenuate  or  deny  the  privile™ 
ges  which  some  saints  have  been  favoured  v/ith,  who  have  been, 
as  it  were,  in  the  suburbs  of  heaven,  and  not  only  had  a  prel:- 
bation,  but  a  kind  of  sensation,  of  the  enjoyments  thereof,  and 
expressed  as  full  an  assurance  as  though  they  had  been  actual- 
ly in  heaven)  ;  it  cannot  be  denied  that  this,  in  various  instan= 
ces,  has  amounted,  as  near  as  possible,  to  an  assurance  of  in- 
fallibility;  and  that  such  a  degree  of  assurance  has  been  attain- 
ed,  by  some  believers,  both  in  former  and  later  ages,  will  be 
proved  under  a  follov.  ing  head,  which,  I  am  apt  to  think,  i.s 
what  is  intended  in  this  answer,  by  the  possibility  of  a  belie- 
ver's being  infallibly  assured  of  salvation.  But  let  it  be  con- 
sidered, that  these  are  uncommon  instances,  in  which  the  Spi- 
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lit  of  God,  by  his  imrncJiate  testimony,  has  favoured  them 
ivith,  as  to  this  matter,  which  are  not  to  be  reckoned  as  a  stand- 
ard, whtreby  we  may  judge  of  that  assurance  which  God's 
children  desire,  and  sometimes  enjoy,  which  falls  short  of  it : 
Theretore,  when  God  is  pleased  to  give  a  believer  such  a  de- 
gree oi  assurance,  as  carries  him  above  all  his  doubts  and  fears, 
with  respect  to  his  being  in  a  state  of  grace,  and  fills  him  with 
those  joys  which  arise  from  hence,  that  are  unspeakable,  and 
lull  oi  glory;  this  is  that  assurance  which  we  arc  now  to  con- 
sider, which,  in  this  answer  is  called  an  infallible  assurance  ; 
whether  it  be  more  or  less  properly  so  called,  we  have  nothing 
farther  to  add ;  but  shall  proceed, 

II.  To  prove  that  this  privilege  is  attainable  in  this  present 
life  ;  and  that  it  may  appear  to  be  so,  let  it  be  considered, 

1.  That  ii  the  knowledge  of  other  things  which  are  of  less 
importance,  be  attainable,  then  certainly  it  is  possible  for  us  to 
attain  that  which  is  of  the  greatest  importance.  This  argument 
IS  rounded  on  the  goodness  of  God  ;  if  he  has  given  us  suffi- 
cient means  to  lead  us  into  the  knowledge  of  other  things, 
which  respect  our  comfort  and  happiness  in  this  world  ;  has  he 
left  us  altogether  destitute  of  those  means  whereby  we  may 
conclude,  that  it  shall  go  well  with  us  in  a  better  i  God  has 
sometimes  been  jjlcased  to  favour  his  people  with  some  inti- 
mations concerning  the  blessings  of  common  providence,  which 
they  might  expect  for  their  encouragement,  under  the  trials 
and  difficulties  which  they  were  to  meet  with  in  the  world;  and 
our  Saviour  encourages  liis  disciples  to  expect,  that  notwith- 
otanding  their  present  destitute  circumstances,  as  to  outward 
things;  yet  their  Father,  who  kno-ws  that  they  had  need  of  thcniy 
would  supply  their  wants  ;  and  therefore  they  had  no  reason 
to  be  over-solicitous  in  taking  thought  what  they  should  eat  and 
drink,  and xvherctv'ilhal  they  sliould be  clothed.  Matt.  vi.  31,  32. 
and  if  God,  that  he  may  encourage  the  faith  of  his  people,  gives 
^hem  assurance  that  no  temptation  shall  hefal  them,  but  ruhat  is 
yojnmon  to  men  ;  or,  that  thei'  shall  not  be  pressed  down,  so  as 
TO  sink  and  despair  of  help  from  him,  under  the  burdens  and 
diSculties  that,  in  the  course  of  his  providence,  he  lays  on 
them  ;  I  say,  if  God  is  pleased  to  give  sucli  intimations  to  his 
people,  with  respect  to  their  condition  in  this  world,  that  they 
ma}-  be  assured  that  it  shall  go  well  with  them,  as  to  many 
things  that  concern  their  outward  circumstances  therein ;  may 
we  not  conclude  from  hence,  that  the  assurance  of  those  things 
that  concern  their  everlasting  salvation  may  be  attained  ?  or, 
if  the  promises  that  respect  the  one  may  be  depended  on  so  as 
to  afford  relief  against  all  doubts  and  fears  that  may  arise  from 
our  present  circumstances  in  the  world  ;  may  we  not,  with  as 
ij'ood  reason,  suppose,  that  the  pi-omises  which  respect  the  other. 
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to  wit,  the  carrying  on  and  perfecting  the  work  of  grace,  afford 
equal  matter  of  encouragement  ;  and  conseouenlJ)-,  that  the 
one  is  as  much  to  be  depended  on,  as  the  other ;  so  that  as  th<- 
apostle  says,  they  who  have  fled  for  refuge,  to  hay  hold  on  the 
hope  set  before  them,  may  have  strong  consolation  arising  from 
thence,  Heb.  vi.  la. 

Objec.  It  will  be  objected  to  this,  that  the  promises  that  re- 
spect outward  blessings  are  not  always  fulfilled,  and  therefore 
we  cannot  be  assured  concerning  our  luture  condition,  as  to 
outward  circumstances  in  the  world;  though  godliness,  as  the 
apostle  says,  hath  the  promise  of  the  world  that  now  is,  as  well 
as  that  which  is  to  come.  This  appears  from  the  uncommon 
instances  of  affliction,  that  the  best  men  often  meet  with,  which 
others  are  exempted  from.  Therefore  the  promises  which  re- 
spect the  carrying  on  and  completing  the  work  of  grace,  will 
not  afford  that  assurance  of  salvation  which  we  suppose  a  be- 
liever may  attain  to,  as  founded  thereon. 

Ansiv.  In  answer  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  promi- 
ses of  outward  blessings  are  always  fulfilled,  either  in  kind  or 
value.  Sometimes  the  destitute  state  of  believers,  as  to  the 
good  things  of  this  life,  is  abundantly  compensated  with  those 
spiritual  blessings,  which  are,  at  present,  bestowed  on,  or  re- 
served for  them  hereafter  ;  and  therefore,  if  their  condition  in 
the  world  be  attended  with  little  else  but  affliction,  they  have 
no  reason  to  say  that  they  are  disappointed ;  for  while  they  are 
denied  the  lesser,  they  have  the  greater  blessings  instead  there- 
of, so  that  their  assurance  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  pro- 
jnises  of  outward  blessings,  must  be  understood  with  this  limi- 
tation :  but  as  to  spiritual  blessings,  which  God  has  promised 
to  his  people,  there  is  no  foundation  for  any  distinction  of  their 
being  made  good  in  kind  or  in  value  ;  if  the  promise  of  eternal 
life  be  not  made  good  according  to  the  letter  of  it,  it  cannot  be, 
in  anv  sense,  said  to  be  accomplished :  therefore,  since  God 
gives  his  people  these  promises  as  a  foundation  of  hope,  we  may 
conclude  from  thence,  that  the  assurance  of  believers,  relating 
to  their  salvation,  is  as  much  to  be  depended  on  as  the  assu- 
rance they  have,  founded  on  the  prom.ises  of  God,  concerning 
any  blessings  which  may  tend  to  support  them  in  their  present 
condition  in  the  world. 

2.  That  assurance  of  justification,  sanctification  and  salva- 
tion, may  be  attained  in  this  life,  is  farther  evident  from  the 
obligations  which  persons  are  under  to  pray  for  these  privile- 
ges, and  to  bless  God  for  the  experience  which  thev  have  of 
the  one,  and  the  ground  which  they  have  to  expect  the  other. 
That  it  is  our  duty  to  pray  for  them  is  no  less  certain  than  that 
v.'e  stand  in  need  of  them  ;  this  therefore  being  taken  for  grant- 
e*!,  it  may  be  inferred  from  hence,  tli?.t  there  is  some  way  by 
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Avhich  we  may  know  that  our  prayers  arc  answered,  the  con- 
trary to  which  ■would  be  a  very  discouraging  consideration ; 
neither  could  the  experience  liereof  be  alleged  as  a  motive  to 
the  perlormance  of  the  duty  of  prayer,  as  the  Psalmist  says, 

0  thou  that  htarcst  prayer^  xinto  thee  shall  all Jlcsh  coine,  PsaU 
I XV.  2.  Nor  could  any  believer  have  the  least  reason  to  say  as 
he  does  elsewhere,  Verllij  God  hath  heard  me^  he  hath  attended 
to  the  voice  of  my  prayer.,  Psal.  Ixvi.  19.  And  the  apostle  says, 
that  if  xve  ask  any  thing  according  to  his  zuill,  he  heareth  usy 

1  Jolni  V.  14,  15.  and  this  is  said  in  the  following  words,  to  be 
known  by  us,  w^e  know  that  we  have  the  petitions  that  we  de- 
sired of  him  ;  therefore  it  follows,  that  we  may  know  from  the 
exercise  of  faith  in  prayer,  for  the  forgiveness  of  sin,  that  our 
iniquities  are  forgiven  ;  the  same  may  be  said  concerning  the 
subject-matter  of  our  prayer  for  all  other  blessings  that  accom- 
pany salvation ;  and  consequently  it  is  possible  for  us  to  know 
whether  God  has  granted  us  these  blessings  or  no. 

But  if  it  be  replied  to  this,  that  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary 
that  an  humble  suppliant  should  have  any  intimations  given 
him,  that  his  petition  shall  be  granted ;  or  that  it  would  be  a 
very  unbecoming  thing  for  such  an  one  to  say,  that  he  will  not 
ask  for  a  favour,  if  he  be  not  sure  before-hand  that  it  will  be 
bestowed. 

To  this  it  may  be  answered,  That  we  are  not  only  to  pray 
for  saving  bier,sings,  but  to  praise  God  for  our  experience  there- 
of; as  it  is  said,  Whoso  ojfereth  praise  glorifeth  me,  Psal,  1.  23. 
^nA  praise  is  comely  for  the  upright.,  Psal.  xxxiii.  1.  Now  this 
supposes  that  we  know  that  God  has  bestowed  the  blessings 
•we  prayed  for  upon  U3.  If  the  Psalmist  calls  upon  his  soul  to 
bless  the  J^ord for  forgiving  him  all  his  hiiqitities.,  Psal.  ciii.  2, 
C.  we  must  suppose  that  there  was  some  method  by  which  he 
attained  the  assurance  of  the  blessing  which  he  praises  God 
for;  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

3.  That  some  have  attained  this  privilege,  therefore  it  is  not 
impossible  for  otliera  to  attain  it.  That  some  have  been  assu- 
red of  their  salvation,  is  evident  from  the  account  we  have 
thereof  in  f:everal  scriptures.  Thus  the  apostle  tells  the  church 
he  writes  to,  God  hath  not  appointed  us  to  xvrath.,  but  to  obtain 
calvaticn^  1  Thes,  v.  7.  and  he  says  concerning  himself,  J  know 
.•^.vhorn  I  have  believed.,  and  I  am  i)ersiiaded  that  he  is  able  to  keep 
that  -which  I  have  ccmmittcd  unto'himy  against  that  day^  2  Tim. 
1.  12. 

Objec.  To  this  it  in  objected,  that  though  it  is  true,  some  per- 
iions  of  old,  have  experienced  this  privilege,  yet  it  d«es  not 
follow  from  hence  that  we  have  any  ground  to  expect  it;  since 
they  attained  it  by  extraordinary  revelation,  in  that  age  in  which 
they  were  favoured  v/ith  the  spirit  of  inspiration,  whereby  they 
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arrived  to  the  knowledge  of  things  future,  even  such  as  it  was 
impossible  for  them  otherwise  to  have  known,  at  least,  they 
could  not  without  these  extraordinary  intimations,  have  arri- 
ved to  any  more  than  a  probable  conjecture  concerning  this 
matter ;  and  this  is  not  denied  by  those  who  oppose  the  doc- 
trine of  assurance :  whereas,  to  pretend  to  more  than  this,  is 
to  suppose  that  we  have  it  by  extraordinary  inspiration,  which, 
at  present,  can  be  reckoned  no  other  than  enthusiasm* 

Answ.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  That  though  God  does  not 
give  the  church,  at  present,  the  least  ground  to  expect  extraor- 
dinary intimations  concerning  their  interest  in  spiritual  and  sa- 
ving blessings,  as  he  formerly  did ;  yet  we  must  not  conclude 
that  there  is  no  method  whereby  they  may  attain  the  assurance 
hereof  in  a  common  and  ordinary  way,  by  the  internal  testimo- 
ny of  the  Spirit ;  which,  as  v/ill  farther  appear  under  a  follow- 
ing head,  differs  very  much  from  enthusiasm ;  since  it  is  at- 
tended with,  and  founded  on  those  evidences  which  God  has 
given  hereof  in  scripture,  which  they,  in  a  way  of  self-exami- 
nation, are  enabled  to  apprehend  in  themselves.  That  this  raay 
appear,  let  it  be  considered, 

(1.)  That  there  never  v/as  any  privilege  conferred  upon  the 
church  by  extraordinary  revelation,  while  that  dispensation  was 
continued  therein,  but  the  same,  or  some  other  which  is  equiva- 
lent thereunto,  is  still  conferred  in  an  ordinary  way,  provided 
it  be  absolutely  necessary  for  the  advancing  the  glory  of  God, 
and  their  edification  and  consolation  in  Christ.  If  this  wez^e 
not  true,  the  church  could  hardly  subsist,  much  less  would  the 
present  dispensation  of  the  covenant  of  grace  excel  the  other 
which  the  church  was  under  in  former  ages,  as  to  those  spiritual 
privileges  which  they  have  ground,  to  expect.  It  is,  I  think,  al- 
lowed by  all,  that  the  gospel-dispensation,  not  only  in  the  be- 
ginning thereof,  when  extraordinary  gifts  were  conferred,  but 
in  its  continuance,  now  they  are  ceased,  excels  that  which  went 
before  it,  v/ith  respect  to  the  spiritual  privileges  v/hich  are  con- 
ferred therein.  Now  if  God  was  pleased  formerly  to  converse 
with  men  in  an  extraordinary  v/ay,  and  thereby  give  them  an 
intimation  of  things  relating  to  their  salvation,  but,  at  present, 
withholds  not  only  the  way  and  manner  of  revealing  this  to 
them,  but  the  blessings  conveyed  thereby  ,*  then  it  will  follov>^j 
that  the  church  is  in  a  worse  state  than  it  was  before ;  or  els*^ 
it  must  be  supposed  that  these  privileges  are  not  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  enable  them  to  glorify  God,  which  they  do  by  offer- 
ing praise  to  him,  and  to  their  attaining  that  peace  and  joy 
which  they  are  given  to  expect  in  a  way  of  believing ;  but  if 
the  church  were  destitute  of  this  privilege,  it  v/ould  be  in  a  very 
unhappy  state,  and  retain  nothing  that  could  compen?atf^  th*^ 
loss  of  those  extraordinary  gifts  that  ar*"  v.o\^  .-<^?,«'pc'.. 

Vol.  hi.  I  i 
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They  uho  insist  on  this  objection,  and  charge  the  doctrine, 
of  assurance  as  what  savours  of  enthusiasm,  are  obliged,  by 
their  own  method  of  reasoning,  to  anply  the  same  objection  to 
the  doctrine  of  internal,  special,  efficacious  grace,  which  we 
liave,  under  a  foregoing  answer,*  proved  to  be  the  work  of  the 
Spirit;  and  if  these  internal  works  are  confined  to  the  extraor- 
dinary dispensation  of  the  Spirit,  then  the  church  is  at  present 
as  much  destitute  of  sanctification  as  it  is  of  assurance.  There- 
fore we  must  conclude,  that  one  no  more  savours  of  enthusiasm 
than  the  other ;  or  that  we  have  ground  to  hope  for  assurance 
of  salvation,  though  not  in  an  extraordinary  way,. as  much  as 
the  saints  did  in  former  ages. 

(2.)  Our  Saviour  has  promised  his  people  the  Spirit  to  per- 
form what  is  necessary  for  the  carrying  on  the  work  of  grace 
in  all  ages,  even  when  extraordinary  gifts  should  cease  :  accord- 
ingly he  says,  The  Com/brier^  which  is  the  Holy  Ghost^  whom 
the  Father  will  send  in  viy  Jiame^  he  shall  teach  you  all  things^ 
and  bri?ig  all  things  to  your  remembrance^  whatsoever  I  have 
said  unto  you^  John  xiv.  26.  And  elsewhere  it  is  said,  Te  have 
an  unction  from  the  Holy  One^  and  ye  know  all  things^  1  John 
ii.  20.  And  to  this  privilege  of  assurance,  it  is  said,  We  have 
received  not  the  spirit  of  the  xvorld^  hnt  the  Spirit  xvhich  is  of 
God^  that  xve  77iight  knoxu  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us 
ofGod^  1  Cor.  ii.  12.  And  there  are  many  other  promises  of 
tiie  Spirit,  which  though  they  had  their  accomplishment,  as  to 
ivhat  respects  the  conferring  extraordinary  gifts,  in  the  first  age 
of  the  church ;  yet  they  have  a  farther  accomplishment  in  what 
the  Spirit  was  to  bestow  on  the  church  in  the  following  ages 
thereof,  though  in  an  ordinary  way.  This  seems  very  evident 
from  scripture ;  inasmuch  as  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit  are  said  to 
appear  in  the  exercise  of  those  graces  which  believers  have  in 
all  ages,  who  never  had  extraordinary  gifts  :  thus  it  is  said, 
The  fruit  of  the  Spirit^  is  love,  joy,  peace^  long-sujfering,  ge?i- 
tleness,  goodness,  faith,  meekness,  temperance.  Gal.  v.  22,  23. 
Now  if  these  gi-aees  be  produced  by  the  Spirit,  as  they  are  call- 
ed his  fruits,  and  the  exercise  thereof  be  not  confined  to  any 
particular  age  of  the  church,  then  we  must  suppose  that  the 
Spirit's  energy  extends  itself  to  all  ages. 

Again,  believers  are  said,  to  he 'led  by  the  Spirit,  Rom.  viii. 
14.  and  this  is  assigned  as  an  evidence  of  their  being  the  sons 
of  God ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  said.  If  any  man  have  not 
the  spirit  of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his,  \tv.  9.  from  whence  we 
may  conclude,  that  there  was,  in  the  apostles'  days,  an  effusion 
of  the  Spirit,  common  to  all  believers,  besides  that  which  was 
conferred  in  an  extraordinary  way,  on  those  who  were  favoured 
with  the  gift  of  inspiration;  otherwise,  the  having  the  Spirit 
*  See  pa^e  Si,  55,  ant''. 
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'.vould  not  have  been  considered  as  a  privilege  belonging  only 
to  believers,  and  being  destitute  of  it,  an  argument  of  a  per- 
son's not  belonging  to  Christ.  As  for  the  extraordinary  dis- 
j)ensation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  it  was  not  inseparably  connected 
with  salvation ;  for  many  had  it  who  were  Christians  only  ia 
name,  and  had  nothing  more  than  a  form  of  godliness ;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  many  true  believers  brought  forth  those  fruits 
which  proceeded  from  the  Spirit,  in  an  ordinary  way,  who  had 
not  these  extraordinary  gifts  conferred  on  them.  Moreover  the 
apostle  speaks  of  believers  through  the  Spirit  mortifying  the 
deeds  of  the  bodij^  Rom.  viii.  13.  Now  if  the  work  of  mortifi- 
cation be  incumbent  on  believers  in  all  ages,  then  the  influen- 
ces of  the  Spirit,  enabling  hereunto,  may  be  expected  in  all 
ages.  Now  to  apply  this  to  our  present  argument ;  the  Spirit's 
bearing  witness  with  our  spirit,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God, 
which  is  the  foundation  of  that  assurance  which  we  are  plead- 
ing for,  is,  together  with  the  other  fruits  and  effects  of  the  Spi- 
rit but  now  mentioned,  a  privilege  which  believers,  as  such,  are 
given  to  desire  and  hope  for,  and  stand  in  as  much  need  of  as 
those  who  had  this  or  other  privileges  conferred  on  them  in  an 
extraordinary  vray,  in  the  first  age  of  the  gospel-church. 

And  to  all  this  we  might  add,  that  the  extraordinary  gifts  of 
the  Spirit  at  that  time,  were  conferred  on  particular  persons, 
and  not  on  whole  churches ;  but  assurance  is  considered,  by', 
the  apostle,  as  a  privilege  conferred  on  the  church  to  which  he 
writes,  that  is,  the  greatest  part  of  them,  from  whence  the  de- 
noinination  is  taken ;  upon  which  account,  the  apostle  speaking 
*o  the  believing  Corinthians,  says,  We  know  that  if  our  earthy 
houne  of  this  tabernacle  xvere  dissolved^  rve  have  a  bnilding  of 
God^  an  house  not  made  xvith  hands,  eternal  in'  the  heavens^  2  Cor." 
V.  1.  by  which  he  does  not  only  intend  himself  and  other  mini- 
sters, but  the  generality  of  believers,  at  that  time,  who  are  de- 
scribed as  walking  by  faith  :  and  there  are  many  other  things 
•-.aid  concerning  them  in  the  foregoing  and  following  verses ; 
which  makes  it  sufficiently  evident,  that  the  apostle  intends 
more  than  himself  and  other  ministers,  when  he  speaks  of  their 
having  assurance,  since  many  had  it  who  were  not  made  par- 
takers of  extraordinary  gifts,  therefore  we  must  not  conclude 
that  the  church  has,  at  present,  no  ground  to  expect  this  pri- 
vilege, so  that  they  are  liable  to  the  charge  of  enthusiasm  if 
they  do.  But  that  this  objection  may  farther  appear  not  to  be 
sufficient  to  overthrow  the  argument  we  are  maintaining,  we 
may  appeal  to  the  experience  of  many  believers  in  this  present 
age,  who  pretend  not  to  extraordinary  revelation  ;  and  there- 
fore let  it  be  considered, 

(3.)  That  many,  in  later  ages,  since  extraordinary  revelation 
has  ceased,  have  attained  this  privilcjje,  and  conscq^uently  i^  i'l 
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HOW  attainable.  To  deny  this  would  be  to  offend  against  the 
generation  of  God's  people,  of  whom  many  have  given  their 
testimony  to  this  truth,  who  have  declared  what  a  comfortable 
sense  they  have  had  of  their  interest  in  Christ,  and  the  sensi- 
ble impressions  they  have  enjoyed  of  his  love  shed  abroad  in 
their  hearts,  whereby  they  have  had,  as  it  were,  a  prelibation 
of  the  heavenly  blessedness ;  and  this  has  been  attended  with 
the  most  powerful  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  God  enabling  them 
to  exercise  those  graces  which  have  been  agreeable  to  these 
comfortable  experiences,  whereby  they  have  been  carried 
through,  and  enabled  to  surmount  the  greatest  difficulties 
which  have  attended  them  in  this  life.  And  many  have  been 
supported  and  comforted  therewith,  at  the  approach  of  death, 
in  which  respect  the  sting  thereof  has  been  taken  away,  and 
they  have  expressed  themselves  with  a  kind  of  triumph  over 
it,  in  the  apostle's  words,  0  deaths  zvhere  is  thy  sting  ?  O gravCy 
"where  is  thy  victory  P  1  Cor.  xv,  55. 

That  some  have  been  favoured  with  this  invaluable  privi- 
lege is  undeniable  ;  the  account  we  have  in  the  history  of  the 
lives  and  deaths  of  many,  who  have  been  burning  and  shining 
lights  in  their  generation,  puts  it  out  of  all  doubt.  And  if  this 
were  not  sufficient,  we  might  appeal  to  the  experience  of  many 
now  living,  since  there  is  scarce  any  age  or  place  in  which  the 
gospel  comes  with  power,  but  we  have  some  instances  of  the 
Spirit's  testimony  to  his  own  work,  whereby  it  comes,  with 
much  assurance,  a  comfortable  sense  of  God's  love,  peace  of 
conscience,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  the  first-fruits 
and  earnest  of  eternal  life.  But  since  this  will  be  particularly 
insisted  on  under  a  following  answer  *,  and  farther  proofs  giv- 
en hereof ;  we  may,  at  present,  take  it  for  granted,  that  many 
have  been  assured  of  their  being  in  a  state  of  grace,  who  have 
not  made  the  least  pretension,  to  inspiration  ;  and  to  charge 
them  with  enthusiasm,  or  a  vain  ungrounded  delusion,  is  to 
cast  a  reflection  on  the  best  of  men,  as  v/ell  as  on  one  of  the 
highest  privileges  which  we  can  enjoy  in  this  world. 

I  am  sensible  that  it  will  be  objected  to  this,  that  though 
some  have  indeed  expressed  such  a  degree  of  assurance,  yet 
this  will  only  afford  conviction  to  those  that  have  it,  who  are 
best  judges  of  their  own  experience,  and  the  evidence  whereon 
it  is  founded  ;  but  this  is  not  a  sufficient  proof  to  us,  with  re- 
spect to  whom  it  is  only  matter  of  report :  And  it  may  be  said, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  it  is  possible  they  might  be  mistaken 
who  have  been  so  sure  of  their  own  salvation. 

But  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  it  is  very  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  all  have  been  mistaken  or  deluded,  who  have  de- 
clared that  they  have  been  favoured  with  this  blessing ;  chari' 
*  See  Que 'J.  ixtilii 
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ty  will  hardly  admit  of  such  a  supposition  ;  and  if  there  be  no 
possibility  of  attaining  this  assurance,  they  must  all  have  beea 
deceived,  who  have  concluded  that  they  had  it.  Moreover, 
this  privilege  has  been  attained,  not.only  by  a  few  persons,  and 
these  the  more  credulous  part  of  mankind,  or  by  such  who  have 
not  been  able  to  assign  any  marks  or  evidences  tending  to  sup- 
port it ;  but  many  believers  have  experienced  it,  who,  at  the 
same  time,  have  been  far  from  discovering  any  weakness  of 
judgment,  or  disposition  to  unwarrantable  credulity ;  yea,  they 
have  enjoyed  it  at  such  a  time  when  they  have  been  most  sen- 
sible of  the  deceitfulness  of  their  own  hearts,  and  could  not 
but  own  that  there  was  a  peculiar  hand  of  God  herein ;  and  the 
same  persons,  when  destitute  of  the  Spirit's  testimony,  have  ac- 
knowledged themselves  to  have  used  their  utmost  endeavours 
to  Attain  it,  but  in  vain. 

As  to  the  conviction  which  this  will  afford  to  us  who  are 
destitute  hereof ;  that  though  we  suppose  it  true  to  a  demon- 
stration, to  those  who  have  it,  as  being  matter  of  sensation  to 
them,  it  is  only  matter  of  report  to  us  ;  which  we  are  no  far- 
ther bound  to  believe  than  we  can  depend  on  the  credibility  of 
their  evidence,  who  have  declared  that  they  have  experienced 
it.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  if  there  be  such  a  thing  as 
certainty  founded  on  report,  which  to  deny,  would  be  the  great- 
est degree  of  scepticism  ;  and  if  this  has  been  transmitted  to 
us,  by  a  great  number  of  those  who  cannot  be  charged  with 
any  thing  that  looks  like  a  disposition  to  deceive  either  them- 
selves or  others;  then  we  are  bound  to  believe,  from  their  own 
testimony,  that  there  is  such  an  assurance  to  be  attained  by 
those  who  pretend  not  to  receive  it  by  extraordinary  inspira- 
tion from  the  Spirit  of  God.     This  leads  us, 

III.  To  consider  the  character  of  the  persons  to  whom  this 
privilege  belongs.  Accordingly  they  are  described  in  this  an- 
swer, as  such  who  truly  believe  in  Christ,  and  endeavour  to 
walk  in  all  good  conscience  before  him  :  these  only  have 
ground  to  expect  this  privilege.  It  is  an  assurance  of  our  hav- 
ing the  truth  of  grace  that  we  are  considering ;  which  supposes 
a  person  truly  to  believe  in  Christ  ;  and  accordingly  it  is  dis- 
tinguished from  that  unwarrantable  presumption  whereby  ma- 
ny persuade  themselves  that  they  shall  be  saved,  though  they 
be  not  sanctified.  It  is  not  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite  we  are 
speaking  of,  which,  as  it  is  said,  shaW  perish^  and  be  cut  off  a 
-whose  trust  shall  be  as  the  spider^s  web^  which  shall  be  swept 
away  with  the  besom  of  destruction,  and  be  like  the  giving-  up 
of  the  ghost^  which  shall  end  in  everlasting  despair,  Job  viii. 
15,  14.  and  chap.  xi.  20.  but  it  is  a  well-grounded  hope,  such 
as  is  accompanied  with,  and  supported  by  the  life  of  faith  ;  so 
that  wc  are  first  enabled  to  act  grace,  and  then  o  discern  the 
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truth  thereof  ia  our  own  souls,  and  accordingly  reap  the  com* 
fortable  fruits  and  effects  that  attend  this  assurance ;  as  the  a- 
postle  prays  in  the  behalf  of  the  believing  Romans,  that  t/ic 
God  of  hope  xvouldf.il  them  xuith  all  joy  and  peace  in  ielieving'y 
Rom.  XV.  13.  So  that  an  unbeliever  has  no  right  to  this  privi- 
lege, and,  indeed,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  it  is  preposter- 
ous for  a  person  to  be  assured  of  that,  which  in  itself  has  no 
yeality,  as  the  apostle  says.  If  a  man  think  himself  to  be  some- 
thing xohen  he  is  nothing-^  he  deceiveth  himself  Gal.  vi.  3.  And 
if  faith  be  necessary  to  assui-ance,  then  it  follows,  as  it  is  far- 
ther observed  in  this  answer,  that  they  who  have  attained  this 
privilege,  walk  in  all  good  conscience  before  God  ;  whereby 
the  sincerity  of  their  faith  is  evinced  :  Thus  the  apostle  says. 
Our  rejoicing'  is  this,  the  testimony  of  our  conscie7ice,  that  in 
simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  not  xvith  f.eshly  wisdom,  but  by 
t.Jie  grace  of  God,  xve  have  had  our  conversation  in  the  world,  2 
Cor.  i.  12. 

IV.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  means  by  which  assurance 
is  to  be  attained,  viz.  not  by  extraordinary  revelation,  but  by 
iaith,  founded  on  the  promises  of  God.  As  to  the  former  of 
these,  we  have  already  considered,  that  assurance  may  be  at- 
tained v/ithout  extraordinary  revelation,  as  has  been  experien- 
ced by  Gome  in  this  present  dispensation  of  the  gospel,  in  which 
extraordinary  revelation  is  ceased.  And,  indeed,  it  may  be 
observed,  in  the  account  the  scripture  gives  of  this  privilege, 
ihat  it  does  not  appear,  that  when  extraordinary  revelation  was 
granted  to  many,  ia  the  first  age  of  the  gospel,  that  the  design 
thereof  was  to  lead  men  into  the  knowledge  of  their  own  state, 
so  as  that  they  should  attain  assurance  of  their  interest  in  Christ, 
and  right  to  eternal  life  that  Vvay.  The  main  design  of  inspi- 
ration was  to  qualify  ministers  in  an  extraordinary  way  to 
preach  the  gospel,  as  the  necessity  of  affairs  seemed  then  to  re- 
quire it;  it  was  also  necessary  for  the  imparting  some  doctrines 
which  could  not  otherwise  be  known  :  And,  inasmuch  as  it 
•\>/as  an  extraordinary  di;ipensatlon  of  divine  providence,  it  was 
in  expedient  to  give  conviction  to  the  world,  concerning  the 
truth  of  the  christian  religion,  since  God  hereby  was  pleased 
to  converse  in  an  immediate  v/ay  with  men,  and  testified  by 
this,  tlie  great  regard  he  had  to  his  church,  and  answered  the 
great  ends  of  inspiration,  in  propagating  that  religion  which 
was  then  to  be  set  up  in  the  world.  But  we  do  not  find  that 
the  work  of  grace  was  ordinarily  wrought,  or  carried  on  this 
way  ;  nor  was  it  God's  instituted  means,  without  which  they 
could  not  attain  assurance,  which  the  saints'  arrived  to,  in  that 
age  of  extraordinary  inspiration,  the  same  way  as  we  are  to  ex- 
pect to  attain  it.  It  is  true,  God  has  occasionally  intimated, 
hy  immediate  revelation,  that  he  would  save  some  particular 
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persons,  and  that  their  naynes  were  xvr'itten  in  the  book  of  Ufc^ 
Phil.  iv.  3.  but  this  was  a  special  and  extraordinary  instance 
of  divine  condescension,  that  some  should  be  described  b'^ 
name,  in  scripture,  who  had  obtained  this  privilege  ;  though 
it  is  not  designed  hereby  that  others  should  expect  to  attain  it 
this  way  ;  and  therefore  it  will  be  hard  to  prove  that  the  apos- 
tle Paul,  and  others  whom  he  speaks  of,  who  were  assured  of 
their  salvation,  though  they  received  the  knowledge  of  other 
things  by  inspiration,  were  led  into  the  knowledge  of  their  own 
state  in  such  a  way,  much  less  may  we  expect  to  attain  assu- 
rance by  extraordinary  revelation.  And  this  leads  us  to  con- 
sider the  ordinary  means  whereby  we  may  attain  it,  which  is, 
in  this  answer,  said  to  be,  l^y  faith,  grounded  on  the  truth  of 
God's  promises,  and  the  Spirit's  testimony,  whereby  we  arc 
enabled  to  discern  in  ourselves  those  graces  which  accompany 
salvation  ;  accordingly  v/e  must  consider, 

1.  That  in  order  to  our  arriving  to  a  comfortable  persuasion 
that  we  shall  be  saved,  there  must  be  promises  of  life  and  sal- 
vation revealed,  which  are  contained  in  the  gospel  ;  these  are 
remotely  necessary  thereunto ;  for  without  a  promise  of  salva- 
tion we  can  have  no  hope  of  it;  but  notv/ithstanding  these  pro- 
mises are  contained  therein,  yet  many  are  destitute  of  it. 

2.  It  is  also  necessary,  in  order  to  our  attaining  assurance, 
that  there  should  be  some  marks  and  evidences  revealed  in  the 
word  of  God,  as  a  rule  for  persons  to  try  themselves  by,  in  or- 
der to  their  knowing  that  they  are  in  a  state  of  grace.  Now 
we  may  say  concerning  this,  as  well  as  the  former,  to  wit,  the 
promises  of  salvation  recorded,  that  though  it  be  necessary  to 
assurance  ;  yet  it  is  only  an  objective  means  for  our  attaining 
it,  inasmuch  as  we  are  hereby  led  to  see  what  graces  experien- 
ced, or  duties  performed  by  us,  have  the  promise  of  salvation 
annexed  to  them  ;  and  therefore  let  me  add, 

3.  That  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  discern  in  ourselves 
those  marks  and  evidences  of  grace  to  which  the  promise  of 
salvation  is  annexed  ;  otherwise  we  have  no  right  to  lay  claim 
to  it  ;  accordingly  it  is  our  duty  to  look  into  ourselves,  and  ob- 
serve what  marks  of  grace  we  have,  from  whence  we  may,  by 
the  Spirit's  testimony  with  ours,  discern  ourselves  to  be  in  a 
state  of  grace  ;  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

(l.)  That  in  order  to  our  attaining  assurance,  we  must  ex- 
ercise the  duty  of  self-exaxnination. 

(2.)  What  we  m.ay  truly  call  a  mark  or  evidence  of  grace, 
whereby  we  may  discern  that  we  are  in  a  state  of  salvation. 

(3.)  Notwithstanding  this  we  are  to  depend  on,  hope,  and 
pray  for,  the  testimony  of  the  Spirit  with  our  spirits,  that  we 
are  the  children  of  God,  and  ths.t  these  evidences  are  found 
ip.  us. 
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(1.)  In  order  to  our  attaining  assurance,  it  is  necessary  that 
%ve  exercise  the  duty  of  selt-examination,  which  is  God's  or- 
dinance for  this  end.  And  in  order  hereunto,  let  it  be  consi- 
dered, 

[l.]  That  it  is  certainly  a  duty  and  privilege  for  us  to  know 
ourselves,  not  only  vt'hat  we  do,  but  what  we  are ;  for  without 
this,  whatever  knowledge  we  may  have  of  other  things,  we  are 
chargeable  with  great  ignorance  in  a  matter  of  the  highest  im- 
portance ;  neither  can  we  be  sufficiently  humble  for  those  sinr; 
we  commit,  or  thankful  for  the  mercies  we  receive.  If  we  reck- 
on it  an  advantage  to  know  what  is  done  in  the  world,  and  are 
very  inquisitive  into  the  affairs  of  others,  it  is  much  more  ne- 
cessary and  reasonable  for  us  to  endeavour  to  know  what  more 
immediately  relates  to  ourselves  ;  or  if  vre  are  very  desirous  to 
know  those  things  that  concern  our  natural  or  civil  affairs  in  the 
world ;  whether  we  are  in  prosperous  or  adverse  circumstan- 
ces therein,  ought  we  not  much  more  to  enquire,  how  matters 
stand  with  us,  as  to  what  concerns  a  better  v/orld  ? 

[2.]  We  cannot  know  the  state  of  our  souls,  without  impar- 
tial self-examination.  This  is  evident  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing.  As  enquiry  is  the  means  for  our  attaining  knowledge; 
so  looking  into  ourselves  is  a  means  of  attaining  self-acquaint- 
ance. 

[3.]  Self-examination  is  a  duty  founded  on  a  divine  command, 
and  an  ordinance  appointed  for  our  attaining  the  knowledge  of 
our  state.  Thus  the  apostle  says,  Examine  yourselves^  xvhether 
ye  be  in  the  faith  ;  prove  your  oivnselves^  2  Cor.  xiii.  5.  and 
whatever  duty  God  has  commanded  us  to  engage  in,  as  expect- 
ing any  spiritual  privilege  to  attend  it,  that  is  properly  an  or- 
dinance for  the  attaining  that  privilege  ;  and  if  so,  then  it  is  an 
argument  to  enforce  the  performance  of  that  duty.  Having 
therefore  proved  self-examination  to  be  a  christian's  duty,  we 
shall  now  consider  how  it  ought  to  be  performed.  And  here 
let  it  be  observed,  that  as  it  is  God's  ordinance,  we  are  to  have 
a  due  regard  to  his  presence,  and  consider  him  as  an  heart 
searching  God,  and  depend  on  his  assistance,  without  which  it 
cannot  be  performed  to  any  great  advantage  j  but  more  par- 
ticularly, 

Ist^  We  are  to  engage  in  this  duty  deliberately.  It  cannot 
well  be  performed  while  we  are  in  an  hurry  of  business.  As 
every  thing  is  beautiful  in  its  seasons,  so  time  ought  to  be  re- 
deemed, and  we  to  retire  from  the  world,  to  apply  ourselves 
to  this  as  well  as  other  secret  duties,  and  the  rather,  because  a 
rash  and  hasty  judgment  concerning  any  thing,  is  generally 
faulty,  and  must  be  reckoned  an  argument  of  weakness  in  him 
that  passes  it,  and  it  will  be  much  more  so  when  the  thing  to 
be  determined  is  of  such  vast  importance. 


OiF  ASSUilAMCS  OF  SALVATIOJfi  9tSf 

2c//?/,  It  ought  to  be  done  frequently  ;  not  like  those  things 
'.vhich  are  to  be  performed  b;it  once  in  our  lives,  or  only  upon 
some  extraordinary  occasions,  but  often,  at  least,  so  often,  that 
no  presumptuous  sin  may  be  committed,  nor  any  extraordina- 
ry judgment  inflicted  on  us,  or  mercy  vouchsafed  to  v.s,  with- 
out a  due  observation  thereof,  in  order  to  our  improving  them 
aright  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  our  own  edification  :  Never- 
theless, we  cannot  exactly  determine  what  relates  to  the  fre- 
quency of  this  duty,  any  more  than  we  can  prescribe  to  those 
who  are  in  a  way  of  trade  and  business  in  the  world,  how  of- 
ten  they  are  to  cast  up  their  accounts,  and  set  their  books  in 
order,  that  they  mav  judge  whether  ti^y  go  forward  or  back- 
ward in  the  world  :  Notwithstanding,  as  the  neglect  hereof  has 
been  detrimental  to  many,  as  to  their  worldly  affairs  ;  so  the 
neglect  of  self-examination  has  been  often  found  an  hindrance 
to  our  comfortable  procedure  in  our  christian  course  :  How- 
ever, so  far  as  we  may  advise  concerning  the  frequency  of  this 
duty,  it  would  redound  much  to  the  glory  of  God  and  our  oWu 
advantage,  if,  at  the  close  of  every  day^  we  would  call  to  mind 
the  experiences  we  have  had,  and  observe  the  frame  of  spiric 
Avith  which  we  have  engaged  in  all  the  business  thereof.  This 
the  Psalmist  advises  when  he  says,  Comtnune  xvith  your  qxvti 
heart  upon  your  bed^  and  he  stilly  Psal.  iv.  4. 

Moreover,  it  is  adviseable  for  us  to  perform  this  duty  when- 
ever we  engage  in  other  solemn  stated  religious  duties,  whe- 
ther public  or  private,  that  we  may  know  what  matter  we  have 
for  praj-er,  or  praise,  what  help  we  want  from  God,  against  the 
prevalency  of  corruption  or  temptation,  or  what  answers  of 
prayer  we  have  received  from  him,  or  what  success  we  have 
had  under  any  ordinance,  in  which  we  have  engaged,  as  well 
as  what  the  present  frame  of  our  spirit  is,  when  drawing  nigli 
to  God  in  any  holy  duty. 

2,dly^  It  ought  to  be  performed  with  great  diligence,  inas- 
much as  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  arrive  to  such  a  knowledge  oi 
ourselves,  and  the  secret  working  of  our  hearts  and  affections, 
in  what  respects  things  divine  and  heavenly,  or  to  discern  the 
truth  of  grace,  so  as  not  to  mistake  that  for  a  saving  work, 
which  has  only  the  external  shew  of  godliness,  without  the  pow- 
er of  it  J  this  requires  great  diligence  and  industry  to  know  • 
Accordingly  the  Psalmist^  in  speaking  concerning  the  perform- 
ance of  this  duty,  says,  I  commiine  xvith  tnine  own  hearty  and 
7ny  spirit  made  diligent  search^  Psal.  Ixxvii.  6.  The  thing  to 
be  enquired  into  is  not  barely,  whether  we  are  sinners  in  gen- 
eral, or  exposed  to  many  miseries  in  this  life,  as  the  conse- 
quence thereof  ?  for  this  is  sufHciently  evident  by  daily  expe- 
rience. But  we  are  to  endeavour  after  a  more  particular  know- 
■■  dgc  of  ourselvc?,  and  accordinglv  are  to  enquir"  :  whether 
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sin  hath  dominion  over  us  to  such  a  degree,  so  that  all  tho 
powers  and  facuhies  of  our  souls  are  enslaved  thereby,  and  wc 
commit  sin  in  such  a  way,  as  denominates  us,  as  our  Saviour 
expresses  it,  servants  of  sin  ?  John  viii.  34.  or,  whether  sin  be 
loathed  and  abhorred,  avoided  and  repented  of  ?  and  as  to  our" 
state,  we  are  to  enquire  ;  whether  we  have  ground  to  conclude 
that  we  are  justified,  and  thereby  delivered  from  the  guilt  of 
sin,  and  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law  ?  or,  whether  we 
remain  in  a  state  of  condemnation,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abi- 
deth  on  us  ?  We  must  enquire,  whether  the  work  of  grace  be 
really  begun,  so  that  we  are  effectually  called,  and  enabled  to 
put  forth  spiritual  actions  from  a  renewed  nature  ?  and  whether 
this  work  is  going  forward  or  declining  ?  what  is  the  strength 
or  weakness  of  our  faith  ?  Also  we  are  to  enquire,  what  is  the 
general  tenor  of  our  actions  ?  whether  the  ends  we  design  in 
all  religious  duties  are  right  and  warrantable  ?  whether  our  im- 
provement in  grace  bears  any  proportion  to  the  means  we  are 
favoured  with  t 

jNIoreover,  we  are  to  examine  ourselves  ;  whether  we  per- 
form all  those  relative  duties  that  are  incumbent  on  us,  so  as 
to  glorify  God  in  our  conversation  with  men,  whereby  we  en- 
deavour to  do  good  to,  and  receive  good  from  them,  and  ac- 
cordingly improve  our  talents  to  the  gloiy  of  God,  from  whom 
^ve  received  them  ?  These  and  such  like  things  are  to  be  en- 
quired into,  which  will  be  more  immediately  subservient  to  the 
attaining  this  privilege  of  assurance. 

4thli/,  Self-examination  ought  to  be  performed  with  the 
greatest  impartiality*  Conscience,  which  is  to  act  the  part  of  a 
judge  and  a  witness,  must  be  faithful  in  its  dictates  and  deter- 
minations, it  being  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance ;  and 
therefore,  in  passing  a  judgment  on  our  state,  we  must  pro- 
ceed according  to  the  rules  ef  strict  justice,  not  denying,  on 
the  one  hand,  what  v/e  have  received  from  God,  or  resoluteh- 
concluding  against  ourselves,  that  there  is  no  hope,  when  there 
are  many  things  that  afford  matter  of  peace  and  comfort  to  us  ; 
nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  we  to  think  ourselves  something; 
v,hen  we  are  nothing. 

Therefore  some  are  obliged  to  conclude,  as  the  result  of  thi." 
enquiry,  into  their  state,  that  they  are  unregenerate  and  desti- 
tute  of  the  saving  grace  of  God.  This  sentence  persons  arc 
obliged  to  pass  on  themselves,  who  are  grossly  ignorant,  not 
sensible  of  the  plague  of  their  ov.n  hearts,  and  altogether  un- 
acquainted vrith  the  way  of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  or  the 
method  prescribed  in  the  gospel,  for  the  sinner's  justificatior 
or  freedom  from  the  gi^ilt  of  sin,  in  a  fiducial  application  of 
Christ's  righteousness,  which  is  the  only  means  conduci\;f: 
thereunto ;  and  who  knovr  not  what  is  included  in  evangelical 
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repentance ;  how  sin  is  to  be  mortified,  and  what  it  is  to  de- 
pend on  Christ  in  the  execution  of  his  offices  of  prophet,  priest, 
and  king,  at  least,  if  they  have  not  such  a  degree  of  the  know- 
ledge of  these  things,  though  they  cannot  fully  and  clearly  de- 
scribe them,  as  may  influence  their  practice,  and  excite  those 
graces,  which  all  true  converts  are  enabled  to  exercise,  they 
have  ground  to  conclude  that  they  are  in  a  state  of  unregene- 
racy.  And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  a  person  must  conclude 
against  himself,  that  he  is  destitute  of  the  grace  of  God,  if  he 
allows  himself  in  the  omission  of  known  duties,  or  the  com» 
mission  of  known  sins,  and  is  content  with  a  form  of  godli- 
ness, without  the  power  thereof,  or  values  and  esteems  the 
praise  of  men  more  than  of  God ;  such  must  conclude  that 
their  hearts  are  not  right  with  him. 

Sthly^  We  must  examine  ourselves  concerning  our  state, 
with  a  resolution,  by  the  giace  of  God,  to  make  a  right  im- 
provement of  that  judgment  which  we  are  bound  to  pass  on 
ourselves.  And  therefore,  if  we  apprehend  that  we  are  in  a  state 
of  unregeneracy,  we  are  not  to  sink  into  despair ;  but  to  wait 
on  God  in  all  his  appointed  means  and  ordinances,  in  order  to 
our  obtaining  the  first  grace,  that,  by  the  powerful  influences 
of  the  Spirit,  there  may  be  such  a  true  change  wrought  in  us, 
that  we  may  have  ground  to  hope  better  things  concerning  our- 
selves, even  things  which  accompany  salvation.  And  if  we  find 
that  we  have  experienced  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,  we  may 
be  disposed  to  give  him  all  the  glory ;  to  exercise  a  continued 
dependence  on  him,  for  what  is  still  lacking  to  complete  the 
work,  and  as  we  have  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord  to  walk 
in  him. 

6M/y,  This  duty  must  be  performed  with  judgment;  and 
accordingly  we  are  to  compare  our  hearts  and  actions  ^vith  the 
rule  which  is  prescribed  in  the  word  of  God,  whereby  we  may 
know  whether  we  have  those  marks  and  evidences  of  grace, 
from  whence  we  may  conclude,  that  we  have  a  good  founda- 
tion to  build  on,  and  that  our  hope  is  such  as  shall  never  make 
ashamed ;  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

(2.)  What  we  may  truly  call  a  mark  or  evidence  of  grace, 
whereby  we  may  discern  that  we  are  in  a  state  of  salvation. 
In  order  to  our  understanding  this,  we  must  consider, 

1.  That  every  thing,  which  is  a  mark  or  evidence  of  a  thing, 
must  be  more  known  than  that  which  is  designed  to  be  evin- 
ced thereby.  The  sign  must  always  be  more  known  than  the 
thing  signified  by  it;  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  means  of  our  know- 
ing that  which  we  are  at  present  in  doubt  about.  As  when  the 
finger  is  placed  in  a  cross-road,  to  direct  the  traveller  which 
way  he  is  to  take. 

2.  A  m,ark  or  evidence  of  a  thing  must  contain  some  cosen- 
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tlal  j)ropci ty  of  tliat  v,hich  it  is  dc?igncd  to  ca  incc  :  thus  the 
inferring  consequences  from  premises  is  an  essential  property 
belonging  to  e\ery  intelligent  creature,  and  to  none  else  ;  there- 
fore it  is  a  mark  or  evidence  thereof;  so  to  design  the  best 
end,  and  use  those  means  that  are  conducive  thereunto,  is  an 
essential  property  of  a  wise  man,  and  consequently  a  mark  or 
evidence  of  wisdom.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  some 
things,  which  are  not  essential  properties,  but  accidental,  as  an 
healthful  constitution  is  to  man,  or  a  particular  action,  that  has 
t^ome  appearance  of  wisdom  and  goodness,  but  not  all  the  ne- 
cessary ingredients  thereof,  to  a  wise  or  good  man. 

Now  to  apply  these  rules  to  our  present  purpose,  in  deter- 
mining what  we  may  call  marks  or  evidences  of  grace.  With 
respect  to  the  former  of  them,  viz.  that  a  mark  must  be  more 
l;nown  than  the  thing  that  is  evinced -thereby;  we  may  con- 
clude, that  eternal  election,  or  the  Spirit's  im,planting  a  prin- 
ciple of  grace  in  regeneration,  cannot  be  said  to  be  marks  or 
evidences  of  sanctification,  since  these  are  less  known  than  the 
ihing  designed  to  be  evinced  thereby. 

And  as  to  the  other  rule,  viz.  that  a  mark  must  contain  an 
essential  property  of  that  v/hich  it  evinces :  it  follows  from 
hence,  that  our  engaging  in  holy  duties,  v.-ithout  the  exercise 
of  grace  therein ;  or  our  extending  charity  to  the  poor,  when 
it  does  not  proceed  from  faith  or  love  to  God,  &€.  is  no  cer- 
tain evidence  of  the  truth  of  grace,  since  a  person  may  perform 
these  duties  and  yet  be  destitute  hereof;  whereas,  that  which 
is  essential  to  a  thing,  is  Inseparable  from  it.  Thus  concerning 
inarks  of  grace  in  general ;  which  I  could  not  but  think  neces- 
sary to  premise,  inasmuch  as  some  have  entertained  prejudices 
iigainst  all  marks  of  grace,  and  seem  to  assert,  that  a  believer 
is  not  to  judge  of  his  state  thereby  ;  than  which,  nothing  seems 
more  absurd.  If  they  who  are  thus  prejudiced  against  them^ 
have  nothing  to  say  in  defence  thereof,  but  that  some  assign 
those  things  to  be  marks  of  grace  which  are  not  so,  and  there- 
by lead  themselves  and  others,  into  mistakes  about  them  ;  vrhat 
has  been  premised  concerning  the  nature  of  a  mark,  or  evi- 
dence, may,  in  some  measure,  fence  against  this  prejudice,  as 
Ti-ell  as  prepare  our  v/ay  for  what  may  be  said  concerning  them. 
Therefore  we  shall.  First,  consider  those  things  which  can 
liardly  be  reckoned  marks  of  grace ;  and,  Scco7idly^  v.hat  marks 
\vc  may  judge  of  ourselves  by. 

First,  As  to  the  former  of  these,  what  arc  not  to  be  reckoned 
marks  of  grace. 

I.  We  are  not  to  conclude  that  a  person  is  in  a  state  of  grace, 
barely  because  he  has  a  strong  impression  on  his  own  spirit  that 
he  is  so ;  since  that  is  accidental,  and  not  essential  to  grace, 
and  many  arc  mistaken  with  respect  to  this  matter.    It  'n  not 
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to  be  doubted,  but  they  whom  our  Saviour  represents  as  say- 
ing, liord^  Lord^  have  7oe  ?wt  prophesied  in  thif  nume^  and  in 
thij  name  have  cast  out  devils^  and  in  thy  name  done  mcnij  xvon- 
derful  xvorkfi^  Matt.  vii.  2,  had  a  strong  persuasion  founded 
on  this  evidence,  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  grace,  till  they 
found  themsehes  mistaken,  when  he  commanded  them  to  de- 
part from  him  ?  Nothing  is  more  obvious  than  that  many  prc- 
.'lUme  they  are  something  when  they  are  nothing;  and,  indeed^ 
a  persuasion  that  a  person  is  in  a  state  of  grace,  barely  because 
he  cannot  think  otherwise  of  himself,  the  thing  being  impressed 
on  his  spirit,  without  any  other  evidence,  lays  each  an  one  loo 
open  to  the  charge  of  enthusiasm. 

2.  An  external  profession  of  religion,  discovered  in  the  per- 
formance  of  several  holy  duties,  is  no  certain  sign  of  the  truth 
of  grace ;  for  this  many  make  who  are  not  effectually  called. 
Of  such  as  these  Christ  speaks,  when  he  says,  Manij  are  called., 
hut  fexv  are  chosen^  Matt.  xx.  16,  And  to  this  we  may  add, 
that  persons  may  have  some  degree  of  raised  affections,  when 
attending  on  the  ordinances,  some  sudden  flashes  of  joy,  when 
they  hear  of  the  privileges  of  believers,  both  in  this  and  a  bet- 
ter world ;  though  their  conversation  be  not  agreeable  to  their, 
confident  and  prcsuraptuous  expectation  thereof.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  some  have  their  fears  very  much  awakened  under 
the  ordinances,  as  the  subject  of  their  meditations  has  a  ten- 
dency thereunto ;  otliers  have  such  a  degree  of  sorrow,  that  it 
gives  vent  to  itself  in  a  flood  of  tears ;  as  Esau  is  said  to  have 
sought  the  blessing  xvilh  tears^  Heb.  xii.  1 7.  but  yet  there  is 
something  else  w^anting  to  evince  the  truth  of  grace.  I  do  not 
deny  but  that  it  is  a  great  blessing  to  have  raised  affections  in 
holy  duties  J  but  v/hen  this  is  only  in  particvilar  instances,  and 
they  are  principally  excited  by  some  external  motives  or  cir- 
cumstances attending  the  ordinance  they  are  engaged  in  ;  and 
v/hen  the  impressions  made  on  them,  wear  off  as  soon  as  the 
ordinance  is  over,  in  this  case  we  can  hardly  determine  a  per- 
son to  be  in  a  state  of  grace  hereby.  The  affections,  indeed, 
are  warmed  in  holv  duties ;  but  this  is  like  an  iron  heated  in 
the  fire,  which,  when  taken  out,  soon  grows  cold  again ;  and 
jiot  like  that  natural  heat  that  remains  in  the  body  of  man, 
which  is  an  abiding  sign  of  life. 

But  since  this  subject  is  to  be  treated  on  with  the  utmost 
caution,  inasmuch  as  many  are  apt  to  conclude,  that  they  have 
no  grace,  because  they  have  no  raised  affections,  in  holy  duties,  as 
well  as  others  presume  they  have  grace  merely  because  they  are 
affected  therein,  let  it  be  farther  considered ;  that  when  we  speak 
of  raised  affections,  not  being  a  certain  mai'k  of  grace,  we  con- 
sider them  as  being  destitute  of  those  other  evidences,  which 
contain  some  e.<::^>ential  properties  of  grace :  the  affections  are 
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often  raised  by  insignificant  sounds,  or  by  the  tone  of  the  voice» 
when  there  is  nothing  in  the  matter  delivered,  that  is  adapted 
to  excite  any  grace,  the  judgment  is  not  informed  thereby,  nor 
the  will  persuaded  to  embrace  Christ,  as  offered  in  the  gospel. 
There  may  be  transports  of  joy  in  hearing  the  word,  when,  at 
the  same  time,  corrupt  nature  retains  its  opposition  to  the  spi- 
rituality thereof.  A  person  may  conceive  the  greatest  pleasure 
in  an  ungrounded  hope  of  heaven,  as  a  state  of  freedom  from 
the  miseries  of  this  life,  when  he  has  no  savour  or  relish  of  that 
holiness  which  is  its  glory,  in  which  respect  his  conversation  is 
not  in  heaven ;  and  he  may  be  very  much  terrified  with  the 
wrath  of  God,  and  the  punishment  of  sin  in  hell ;  when,  at  the 
same  time,  there  is  not  a  due  sense  of  the  vile  and  odious  na- 
ture of  sin,  or  an  abhorrence  of  it :  such  instances  of  raised 
affections  we  intend  when  v:e  speak  of  them  as  no  marks  or 
evidences  of  the  truth  of  grace.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  when, 
together  with  raised  affections,  there  is  the  exercise  of  suitable 
graces,  and  the  impression  thereof  remains,  v/hen  their  fervency 
is  abated  or  lost,  this  is  a  good  sign  of  grace ;  whereas,  when 
they  are  not  accompanied  with  the  exercise  of  any  grace,  they 
afford  no  mark  or  evidence  of  the  truth  thereof. 

Now  that  we  may  not  be  mistaken  as  to  this  matter,  let  us 
enquire,  not  only  what  it  is  that  has  a  tendency  to  raise  the 
affections  ;  but  whether  our  understandings  are  rightly  infor- 
med in  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  and  our  wills  choose  and 
embrace  what  is  revealed  therein.  And  if  we  find  it  a  difficult 
matter  for  our  affections  to  be  raised  in  holy  duties,  let  us  far-r 
ther  enquire,  whether  this  may  not  pruceed  from  our  natural 
constitution  ?  and  if  the  passions  are  not  easily  moved  with  any 
other  things  in  the  common  affairs  of  life ;  vrt  have  then  no  rea- 
son to  conclude  that  our  being  destitute  hereof  in  the  exercise 
of  holy  duties,  is  a  sign  that  we  have  not  the  truth  of  grace,  es- 
pecially if  Christ  and  divine  things  are  the  objects  of  our  set- 
tled choice,  and  our  hearts  are  fixed  trusting  in  him. 

S.  The  performance  of  those  moral  duties,  which  are  mate- 
rially good,  is  no  certain  sign  of  the  truth  of  grace ;  I  do  not 
say  that  this  is  not  necessary ;  for  when  we  speak  of  a  mark 
of  grace,  as  containing  in  it  what  is  essential  thereunto,  we  dis- 
tinguish between  that  which  is  a  necessary  pre-requisite,  with- 
out which,  none  can  have  grace ;  and  that  which  is  an  essen- 
tial ingredient  in  it.  Where  there  is  no  morality,  there  is  cer- 
tainly no  grace ;  but  if  there  be  nothing  more  than  this,  there 
is  an  essential  ingredient  wanting,  by  v/hich  this  matter  must 
be  determined.  A  person  may  abstain  from  gross  enormities, 
such  as  murder,  adultery,  theft,  reviling,  extortion,  covetous- 
ness,  8cc.  and,  in  many  respects,  perform  the  contrary  duties, 
and  yet  be  destitute  of  fuith  in  Christ.  The  Pharisee,  wliom 
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.-Ittr  Saviour  mentions  in  the  gospel,  had  as  much  to  say  on  this 
subject  as  any  one ;  yet  his  heart  was  not  right  with  God ;  nor 
was  his  boasting  hereof  approved  of  by  Christ,  There  are  mul- 
titudes who  perform  many  religious  duties,  when  it  comports 
with  their  secular  interests ;  they  adhere  to  Christ  in  a  time  of 
prosperity;  but  in  a  time  of  adversity  they  fall  from  him ;  and 
then,  that  which  seemed  to  be  most  excellent  in  them  is  lost, 
and  then  they  appear  to  be,  what  they  always  were,  destitute 
of  the  truth  of  grace.   We  now  proceed  to  consider, 

Secondly^  What  are  those  marks  by  which  persons  may  safe- 
iy  conclude  themselves  to  be  in  a  state  of  grace.  In  order  to 
our  determining  this  matter,  we  must  consider  what  are  the 
true  and  genuine  effects  of  faith,  which  we  find  mentioned  in 
scripture,  namely,  those  other  graces  that  accompany  or  flow 
from  it ;  as  when  it  is  said  to  Tvork  by  love^  Gal.  v.  6.  or  as  we 
are  hereby  enabled  to  overcome  the  ivorld^  1  John  v.  4.  or  to 
despise  the  honours,  riches,  and  pleasures  thereof;  especially 
when  standing  in  competition  with  Christ;  or  our  hearts  are 
thereby  drawn  aside  from  him  :  this  effect  it  produced  in  Mo- 
ses, when  he  refused  to  be  called  the  son  of  Pharaofi's  daughter^ 
choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  xvith  the  people  of  God^  than 
to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season^  esteeming  the  re- 
proach of  Christ  greater  riches  than  the  treasures  in  Egypt^ 
Heb.  xi.  24 — 26.  and  in  others,  who  co7ifessed  that  hey  were 
strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  ver.  13, 16.  who  desired  a 
better  cou?itf-y,  that  is,  an  heavenly  ;  whose  conversation  zvas  i?i 
/leaven,  Phil.  iii.  10,  Moreover,  we  are  to  enquire  whether  it 
has  a  tendency  to  purify  the  heart.  Acts  xv.  9.  and  so  puts  us 
upon  abhorring,  flying  from,  watching,  and  striving  against 
every  thing  that  tends  to  corrupt  and  defile  the  soul !  and 
whether  it  tends  to  excite  us  to  universal  obedience,  v/hich  is 
called  the  obedience  of  faith,  Rom.  xvi.  26.  and  a  carefulness  to 
maintain  good  ivorks.  Tit.  iii.  6.  which  proceed  from,  and  are 
evidences  of  the  truth  of  it  ?  as  the  apostle  says,  Sherv  me  ths^ 
faith  xvithout  thy  xvorks,  and  I  xvill  shcrv  thee  my  faith  by  my 
zvorks,  James  ii.  18.  or,  as  our  Saviour  says.  The  tree  is  known 
by  his  fruit.  But  that  we  may  more  particularly  judge  of  the 
truth  of  grace  by  the  marks  and  evidences  thereof,  v/e  must 
consider  its  beginning  and  progress,  or  with  what  frame  of  spi- 
rit we  first  embraced  and  closed  with  Christ;  and  what  our 
conversation  has  been  since  that  time. 

1.  As  to  the  former  of  these,  to  wit,  our  judging  of  the  truth 
of  grace  by  the  first  beginning  thereof.  Here  we  are  to  en- 
quire, what  were  the  motives  and  inducements  that  inclined  u'^. 
to  accept  of  Christ  ?  Did  we  first  see  ourselves  lost  and  undone, 
as  sinful,  fallen  creatures  ;  and  were  we  determined  hercupor 
to  have  recourse  to  him  for  salvation,  as  the  only  refuge  v* 
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could  betake  ourselves  to  ?  Did  we  first  consider  ourselvca  as 
guilt)- ;  and  did  this  guilt  set  very  uneasy  upon  us ;  and  in  or- 
der to  the  removal  of  it,  did  we  betake  ourselves  to  Christ  for 
forgiveness  ?  and  did  we  consider  ourselves  as  weak  and  un- 
able to  do  what  is  good,  and  so  apply  ourselves  to  him  for 
strength  against  indwelling  sin,  and  victory  over  the  tempta- 
tions which  prevailed  against  us  ? 

Moreover,  let  us  enquire,  whether  it  was  only  a  slavish  fear 
and  dread  of  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  punishment  of  sin  in 
hell,  that  gave  the  first  turn  to  our  thoughts  and  affections,  so 
as  to  put  us  on  altering  our  course  of  life  ?  or^  whether,  be- 
sides this,  we  saw  the  evil  of  sin  arising  from  its  intrinsic  na^ 
ture,  and  its  opposition  to  the  holiness  of  God  ;  and  was  this 
attended  with  shame  and  self-abhorrence  ?  and,  at  the  same 
time,  did  we  see  the  excellency  and  loveliness  of  Christ  ?  wa-j 
he  precious  to  us  as  he  h-  to  them  that  believe  ?   1  Pet.  ii,  7. 

Again,  let  us  farther  enquire,  what  were  the  workings  of  our 
spirits  when  we  first  closed  with  Christ  ?  did  we  do  this  witfi 
judgment,  duly  weighing  what  he  demands  of  us  in  a  way  oi 
duty,  as  well  as  what  we  are  encouraged  to  expert  from  him  f 
were  we  made  willing  to  accept  of  him  in  alibis  offices,  and  to 
have  respect  to  all  his  commandments  ?  were  we  earnestly  de- 
sirous to  have  communion  with  him  here,  as  well  as  to  be  glo- 
rified with  him  hereafter  ?  were  we  content  to  submit  to  the 
cross  of  Christ,  to  bear  his  reproach,  and  to  count  this  prefer- 
able to  all  the  glories  of  the  world  ?  were  we  willing  to  be  con 
formed  to  an  humbled  suffering  Jesus,  and  to  take  our  lot  witli 
his  servants,  though  they  may  be  reckoned  the  refuse  and  off- 
scouring  of  all  things  ?  And  let  us  farther  enquire  ;  whether 
we  did  this  with  reliance  on  lois  assistance,  as  being  sensible 
of  the  treachery  and  deceitfulness  of  our  own  hearts,  and  our 
utter  inability  to  do  what  is  good,  without  the  aids  of  his  grace  ? 
did  we  accordingly  give  up  ourselves  to  him  in  hope  of  obtain- 
ing help  from  him,  in  order  to  the  right  discharge  of  every  du- 
ty ?  did  we  reckon  ourselves  nothing,  and  Christ  to  be  all  in  all. 
that  all  our  springs  are  in  him  ?  This  was  a  good  beginning  ot" 
the  work  of  grace,  which  will  prepare  the  way  for  this  grace 
of  assurance,  which  we  are  now  considering. 

Ohj.  Some  will  object  against  what  has  been  said  concerning 
our  enquiring  into,  or  being  able  to  discern  the  first  acts  ot 
faith,  or  that  frame  of  spirit  wherewith  we  then  closed  witr 
Christ,  that  they  know  not  the  time  of  their  conversion,  if  ever 
they,  were  converted  ;  they  cannot  remember  or  determine 
what  was  the  particular  ordinance  or  providence,  that  gave 
them  the  first  conviction  of  sin,  and  of  their  need  of  Christ, 
and  induced  them  to  close  with  him  ;  much  less  can  they  tell 
what  were  the  workings  of  their  hearts  at  such  a  time  :  It  i:> 
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impossible  for  them  to  trace  the  footsteps  of  pro-/i  lence,  so  as 
to  point  out  the  way  and  mannt:r  in  which  this  work  was  at 
first  begun  in  their  souls.  This  therefore  is  not  to  be  laid  dowa 
au  a  mark  or  evidence  of  grace,  which  so  few  can  make  vise  of. 

Answ.  I  am  not  insensible  that  this  is  the  case  of  the  great- 
est number  of  believers.  There  are  very  few,  who,  like  the  r.- 
postle  Paul,  can  tell  the  time  and  place  of  their  conversion,  and 
every  circumstance  leading  to  it ;  or  like  those  converts,  who, 
when  the  gospel  was  first  preached  by  Peter,  tuere  pricked  in 
their  hearty  and  said  unto  Peter ^  and  to  the  rest  of  the  apostles , 
Men  and  brethren^  what  shall  we  do  ?  Acts  ii,  37".  or  like  the 
jailor,  who  broke  forth  into  an  affectionate  enquiry,  not  much 
unlike  to  it  j  Sirs^  what  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?  chap.  xvi.  30. 
though  the  ordinance  leading  to  it  -was  of  a  different  nature. 
Sometimes,  the  way  of  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  soul  at  first,  is 
so  discernable,  that  it  cannot  but  be  observed  by  them  who  are 
brought  into  a  state  of  grace  ;  but  others  knovs?"  nothing  of  this, 
especially  they  v/ho  have  not  run  into  all  excess  of  riot,  and  been 
stopped  in  their  course  on  a  sudden,  by  the  grace  of  God  ;  in 
whom  the  change  made  in  conversion,  vras  real,  though  it  could 
Mot,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing  be  so  plainly  discerned  in  all 
its  circumstances.  Some  have  been  regenerate  from  the  womb.; 
others  have  had  a  great  degree  of  restraining  grace,  and  been 
trained  up  in  the  knowledge  of  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  from 
their  very  childhood,  and  retain  the  impressions  of  a  religious 
education  j  these  cannot  so  easily  discern  the  first  beginnings 
of  the  work  of  grace  in  their  souls  ;  yet  they  may,  and  ought 
to  enquire,  whether  ever  they  found,  in  the  course  of  their  lives, 
such  a  frame  of  spirit  as  has  been  before  described,  which  be- 
lievers have  when  the  v/ork  of  grace  is  fir^t  begun,  and  it  is 
not  very  material  for  them  to  be  able  to  discern  whether  these 
Avere  the  first  actings  of  grace  or  no  ?  The  main  thing  to  be 
determined  is  ;  whether  they  have  ground  to  conclude,  that 
ever  they  experienced  the  grace  of  God  in  truth  ?  In  this  case, 
the  most  that  some  can  say  concerning  themselves,  is  as  the 
blind  man  says  in  the  gospel,  when  the  Pharisees  v/ere  inquisi- 
tive about  the  restoring  his  sight,  and  the  v/ay  and  manner  in 
which  this  was  done  ;  this  is  all  that  I  know  concerning  my- 
self, that  whereas  I  was  blind,  now  I  see,  John  ix.  25.  so  the 
true  convert  says ;  whereas  I  was  once  dead  in  trespasses  apd 
sins,  I  am  now  alive,  and  enabled  to  put  forth  living  and  spi- 
jitual  actions,  to  the  glory  of  God.  This  evidence  will  give 
as  much  ground  to  conclude  that  they  are  in  a  state  of  grace, 
as  though  they  were  able  to  determine  when  they  were  first 
brought  into  it. 

2.  We  may  judge  of  the  truth  of  grace  by  the  method  in 
which  it  has  been  ciirrird  on,  v.hether  v,e  arc  able  to  dcf'Tmjnc 
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the  way  and  manner  in  which  it  was  first  begun,  or  no,  as  a- 
farther  evidfhce  of  the  truth  thereof.  Sanctification  is  a  pro- 
gressive work  ;  therefore  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  set  our  fa- 
ces heaven-ward ;  but  we  must  make  advances  towards  it,  and 
be  found  in  the  daily  exercise  of  grace,  in  order  to  our  con- 
ch'ding  that  we  are  in  a  state  of  grace.  A  believer  must  not 
only  set  out  in  the  right  way^  but  he  must  hold  on  therein ;  he 
must  live  by  faith  if  he  would  conclude  that  the  work  of  faith 
is  begun  in  truth.  It  is  not  sufficient  to  call  upon  God,  or  im- 
plore help  from  him,  when  under  some  distressing  providen- 
ces, and  afterwards  to  grow  remiss  in,  or  lay  aside  this  duty ; 
but  it  must  be  our  constant  work.  A  true  christian  is  distin- 
guished from  an  hypocrite,  in  that  it  is  said,  concerning  the 
latter,  Will  he  delight  himself  in  the  Almighty  ?  xvillhe  ahvaijs 
call  upon  God  ?  Job  xxvii.  20.  denoting  that  a  true  believer 
"Vfill  do  so.  He  is  either  habitually  or  actually  inclined  to  it ; 
and  that  in  such  a  way  as  is  attended  with  the  daily  exercise 
of  those  graces,  which  are  the  fruits  and  effects  of  faith,  where 
hy  he  may  conclude  that  he  is  in  a  state  of  grace.  Thus  far 
v/e  have  considered  those  marks  or  evidences  of  grace,  which, 
in  order  to  our  attaining  assurance,  we  must  be  able  to  discern 
in  ourselves.  But  inasmuch  as  a  believer  may  understand  what 
are  the  marks  of  grace  contained  in  scripture,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  enquire  into  the  state  of  his  soul,  to  know  whether  he  can 
apprehend  in  himself  any  evidences  of  the  truth  of  grace ;  and 
not  be  able  to  arrive  to  a  satisfaction  as  to  this  matter,  so  as 
to  have  his  doubts  and  fears  removed ;  let  it  be  considered, 

3.  That  he  must  depend  on,  hope,  and  pray  for  the  testimo- 
ny of  the  Spirit,  with  his  spirit,  that  he  is  a  child  of  God.  It 
will  be  a  difficult  matter  for  us  to  conclude  that  we  have  the 
truth  of  grace,  till  the  Spirit  is  pleased  to  shine  on  his  own 
work  ;  which,  when  he  does,  all  things  will  appear  clear  and 
bright  to  us,  though  before  this  we  might  walk  in  darkness, 
and  have  no  light.  In  speaking  concerning  the  inward  testi- 
mony of  the  Spirit  (which  is  necessary  to  enable  a  believer  to 
discern  in  himself  the  marks  of  grace,  on  which  his  assurance 
of  salvation  is  founded)  let  it  be  premised ;  that  as  it  is  a  branch 
of  the  Spirit's  divine  glory,  by  his  internal  influence,  to  deal 
with  the  hearts  of  his  people  ;  so  he  does  this  various  ways, 
according  to  the  various  faculties  of  the  soul,  which  are  the 
subjects  thereof ;  particularly,  when  by  his  power,  he  renews 
the  will,  and  causes  it  to  act  those  graces  which  are  the  effects 
of  his  divine  power  ;  then  he  is  said  to  sanctify  a  believer. 
But  when  he  deals  with  the  understanding  and  conscience,  en- 
abling us  to  discern  the  truth  of  the  work  of  grace,  that  we 
may  take  the  comfort  of  it,  then  he  is  described,  in  scripture, 
as  a  witness  hereunto,  or  as  witnessing  with  our  spirits,  that 
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we  are  in  a  state  of  grace,  the  consequence  of  which  is,  that 
thr  cijcs  of  OUT  understanding-  being-  enlightened,  we  vtai/  knoxu 
xuhat  is  the  hope  of  his  callings  Eph.  i.  18.  accordingly  he  gives 
VIS  to  discern  that  he  has  called  us  by  his  grace  ;  and,  as  the 
result  thereof,  granted  us  a  hope  of  eternal  life. 

This  is  a  privilege  plainly  mentioned  in  scripture  ;  and  we 
must  not  suppose  that  none  had  it  but  those  who  had  extraor- 
dinary revelation,  since  it  is  so  necessary  to  a  believer's  attain- 
ing that  peace  and  joy  which  the  church,  in  this  present  dis- 
pensation, is  certainly  not  less  possessed  of,  than  it  was  in  for- 
mer ages.  And  that  the  Spirit  gives,  his  testiiriony  to  the 
work  of  grace  in  the  souls  of  believers,  though  extraordinary 
revelation  be  ceased,  is  evident  from  what  is  matter  of  daily 
experience  ;  since  there  are  many  instances  of  those  who  have 
used  their  utmost  endeavours  in  examining  themselves,  to  knov/ 
whether  they  had  any  marks  of  grace,  who  have  not  been  able 
to  discern  any,  though  they  have  been  thought  to  be  sincere 
bejievers  by  others,  till,  on  a  sudden,  light  has  broke  forth  out 
of  darkness,  and  their  evidences  for  eternal  life  cleared  up,  so 
that  all  their  doubts  have  been  removed  ;  and  this  they  could 
not  but  attribute  to  a  divine  hand^  inasmuch  as  before  this  they 
could  meditate  nothing  but  terror  to  themselves  ;  and,  in  this 
rase,  what  the  apostle  prays  for,  with  respect  to  the  church. 
That  the  God  cf  hope  would  fill  thefn  with  all  Joy  and  peace  in  be- 
lieving^ that  they  might  abound  in  hope,  through  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  Rom.  xy.  13.  is  experienced  by  them  :  And 
on  this  account  they  are  said  to  be  sealed  with  thqit  tloly  Slp^r 
Tit  of  promise^  Eph.  i.  -S.  whereby  their  hope  is  establishedt 
and  that  is  now  confirmed  to  them  by  this  means,  which  they 
were  before  in  perplexity  about  ;  so  that  we  have  as  much 
ground  to  conclude  that  the  Spirit  is  the  author  of  assurance 
in  believers,  as  we  have  that  he  is  the  authos  of  sanctification. 

But  that  this  doctrine  may  not  appear  liable  to  the  charge 
of  enthusiasm,  let  it  be  farther  considered,  that  the  Spirit  never 
gives  his  testimony  to  the  truth  of  grace  in  any,  in  whom  he 
has.  not  first  wrought  it  ;  for  that  would  be,  as  it  were,  a  set- 
ting his  seal  to  a  blank.  And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  he,  at 
the  same  time,  excites  the  lively  exercise  of  grace,  whereby 
they  are  enabled  to  discern  that  it  is  true  and  genuine;  so  thar 
their  ?,ssurance,  though  it  be  not  without  some  internal,  im- 
pressive influences,  which  they  are  favoured  with;  yet  it  is 
not  wholly  dependent  on  them  :  Therefore,  if  you  demand  a 
reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  them,  though  they  ascribe  the  glo- 
ry  hereof  to  the  Holy  Spirit,  as  enabling  them  to  discern  the 
truth  of  grace  ;  yet  they  are  able  to  prove  their  ownselvcs,  al- 
ter having  examined  themselves,  whe^htjr  they  are  in  the  faith. 


by  discovering  their  evidences  of  the  faith  of  God's  elect ; 
'\vhich  argues  that  ilicir  assurance  is  no  delusion. 


Quest.  LXXXI.  Are  all  trite  believers^  at  all  times.,  assured 
of  their  present  being  in  the  estate  of  grace ;  and  that  they 
shall  be  saved  ? 

Answ.  Assurance  of  grace  and  salvation  not  being  of  the  es- 
sence of  faith,  true  believers  may  wait  long  before  they  ob- 
tain it ;  and  after  the  enjoyment  thereof,  may  have  it  weaic- 
ened  and  intermitted  through  manifold  distempers,  sins, 
temptations,  and  desertions  ;  yet  are  they  never  left  without 
such  a  presence  and  support  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  as  keeps 
them  from  sinking  into  utter  despair, 

HAVING  considered  some  believers  as  favoured  with  as- 
surance of  their  being  in  a  state  of  grace,  we  are,  in  thir, 
answer,  led  to  speak  of  otiitrs  who  are  destitute  of  it.  And 
the  general  method  in  which  it  may  be  considered,  is, 

I.  That  there  is  something  supposed,  namely,  that  assurance 
of  grace  and  salvation  is  not  of  the  essence  of  saving  faith. 
II    Some  things  are  inferred  from  this  supposition,  name- 

1.  That  true  believers  may  wait  long  before  they  obtain  as-: 
surance.     And, 

2.  That  after  the  enjoyment  thereof  it  may  be  weakened  and 
intermitted;  the  reasons  whereof  are  assigned,  viz.  bodily  dis- 
tempers, sins,  temptations,  and  divine  desertions ;  yet  it  is  far- 
ther added,  that  they  are  never  left  without  the  support  of  the 
Spirit  of  God  >  whereby  they  arc  kept  from  sinking  into  utter 
despair. 

I.  As  to  the  tiling  supposed  in  this  answer,  viz.  that  assu- 
rance of  grace  and  salvation  is  not  of  the  essence  of  faith. 
There  are  many  who,  in  other  respects,  explain  the  nature  of 
faith,  in  such  a  way  as  iz  unexceptionable,  v/ho,  notwithstand- 
ing, assert  that  assurance  is  of  the  essence  thereof ;  in  which 
we  cannot  but  think  they  express  themselves  very  unwarily,  a^ 
least,  they  ought  to  have  more  clearly  discovered  what  they 
mean  by  faith,  and  what  by  assurance,  being  of  the  essence  of 
faith  ;  if  they  mean  that  no  one  has  saving  faith  but  he  who 
has  an  assurance  of  his  own  salvation  ;  they  not  only  assert 
what  is  contrary  to  the  experience  of  many  believers,  but  lay  a 
stumbling-block  in  the  way  of  weak  Christiana,  who  will  be 
induced  from  hence  to  conclude*,  that  because  they  cannot  tell 
whether  they  are  true  believers  or  no,  therefore  they  are  des- 
titute of  saving  faith  ;  upon  which  account  it  is  necessary  for 
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tis  to  enquire  how  far  this  supposition  is  to  be  allowed  of,  and 
in  what  respect  denied. 

Il  is  certain,  that  there  are  many  excellent  divines,  in  our 
own  and  foreign  nations,  who  have  defined  faith  by  assurance ; 
which  they  have  supposed  so  essential  to  it,  that  without  it  no 
one  can  be  reckoned  a  believer.  It  may  be  they  might  be  in- 
clined thus  to  express  themselves  by  the  sense  in  which  they 
understood  several  texts  of  scripture,  in  which  assurance  seems 
to  be  considered  as  a  necessary  ingredient  in  faith ;  as  it  is  said, 
J.ct  us  ciraxv  near  xvith  a  true  hearty  in  full  assurance  of  faith, 
Heb.  X.  22.  and  Avhen  the  apostle  speaks  of  assurance,  as  a 
privilege  that  belonged  to  the  church  to  which  he  wrote,  Wc 
know  that  if  our  earthlij  house  of  this  tabernacle  were  dissolved, 
ive  have  a  building  ofGod^  an  house  not  made  xvith  hands,  eter- 
nal in  the  heavens,  2  Cor.  v.  1.  and  elsewhere,  he  so  far  blames 
iheir  not  knowing  themselves,  or  being  destitute  of  this  assu- 
rance, that  he  will  hardly  allow  them  to  have  any  faith,  who 
were  without  it;  Know  ye  ?iot  your  oxt>nselves,  hoxu  that  Jesus 
Christ  is  in  you,  except  ye  be  reprobates,  chap.  xiii.  5.  From 
such  like  expressions  as  these,  they  who  plead  for  assurance 
bfing  of  the  essence  of  faith,  arc  ready  to  conclude,  that  they 
who  are  destitute  of  it,  can  hardly  be  called  believers. 

But,  that  this  matter  may  be  set  in  a  true  light,  we  must  dis- 
tinguish between  assurance  of  the  object,  viz.  the  great  and 
important  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  being  of  the  essence  of  faith; 
and  assurance  of  our  interest  in  Christ  being  so.  The  former 
of  these  we  will  not  deny ;  for  no  one  can  come  to  Christ,  who 
is  not  assured  that  he  will  receive  him,  nor  trust  in  him  till 
he  is  fully  assured  that  he  is  able  to  save  him  :  but  the  latter 
we  must  take  leave  to  deny ;  for  if  no  one  is  a  believer  but  he 
that  knows  himself  to  be  so,  then  he  that  doubts  of  his  salva- 
tion, must  be  concluded  to  be  no  believer;  which  is  certainly 
a  very  discouraging  doctrine  to  weak  Christians.  And  also, 
when  we  lose  the  comfortable  persuasion  we  once  had,  of  our 
Interest  in  Christ,  we  are  bovind  to  question  all  our  former  ex- 
periences, and  to  determine  ourselves  to  be  in  a  state  of  unre- 
,'^eneracy,  which  is,  in  effect  to  deny  to  give  God  the  glory  of 
that  powerful  work  which  was  formerly  wrought  in  us,  which 
we  then  thought  to  be  a  work  of  grace, 

If  they,  indeed,  mean  by  assurance,  being  of  the  essence  of 
faith,  that  an  assurance  of  our  interest  in  Christ  is  essential  to 
the  highest  or  most  comfortable  acts  of  faith,  designing  there- 
by to  put  us  upon  pressing  after  it,  if  we  have  not  attained  to 
it ;  and  that  herebv  God  is  very  much  glorified,  and  a  founda- 
tion laid  for  our  offering  praise  to  him,  for  the  experience  we 
have  had  of  his  grace,  which  a  doubting  Christian  cannot  be 
said  to  do;  we  have  nothing  tc  say  against  it.  Or,  if  they  should 
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assert,  that  doubting  is  no  ingredient  in  faith,  nor  a  commen- 
dable excellency  in  a  Christian  ;  this  we  do  not  deny.  All  that 
we  are  contending  for  is,  that  there  may  be  a  direct  act  of  faith, 
or  a  faith  of  reliance,  in  those  wlio  are  destitute  of  assurance 
that  they  are  in  a  state  of  grace ;  which  is  the  thing  supposed 
in  this  answer,  when  it  is  said,  that  assurance  is  not  of  the  es- 
sence of  faith.  That  this  may  be  better  understood,  and  we  be 
led  into  the  sense  of  those  scriptures  that  describe  believers  as 
having  assurance,  such  as  tliose  but  now  mentioned,  and  others 
to  the  like  purpose,  let  it  be  considered,  that  there  rre  many 
scriptures,  in  which  believers  are  said  to  have  such  an  assu- 
rance, as  only  respects  the  objects  of  faith,  viz.  the  person,  of- 
fices, and  glory  of  Christ,  the  truth  of  the  gospel,  and  the  pro- 
mises thereof;  which  we  do  not  deny  to  be  of  the  essence  of 
faith.  Thus,  when  the  apootle  prays  for  the  church.  That  their 
hearts  might  be  comforted^  being  knit  together  in  love^  and  unto 
all  riches  of  the  full  assurance  of  understandings  to  the  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  mystery  ofGod^  and  of  the  Fatlicr^  and  of  Christy 
Col.  ii.  2,  and  when  elsewhere  he  says,  Our  gospel  came  to  you 
in  much  assurance^  1  Thess.  i.  5.  and  when  he  exhorts  persons 
to  draw  near  to  Ciod,  xvith  a  true  hearty  in  full  assurance  of 
faith^  Heb.  x.  22,  it  is  probable,  that  he  means  in  these,  and 
several  other  scriptures  of  the  like  import,  no  more  than  an 
as'surance  of  the  object  of  failh.  And  as  for  that  scripture  but 
now  mentioned,  in  2  Coj-^  xiii,  5.  where  lie  seems  to  assert,  that 
all  who  are  destitute  of  this  privilege  are  reprobates ;  some  un- 
derstand the  word,  v/hich  we  translate  reprobates^  as  only  sig- 
nifying injudicious  Christians;  and  if  so,  this  is  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  character  of  believers  :  but  others,  with  an  equal 
degree  of  probability,  render  it  disapproved i^  and  so  the  mean- 

•  The  -word  staMifx'A,  though  it  be  sornetimes  used  ta  tigmfy  such  as  are  rejected 
as  objects  of  God's  hatred,  as  in  Ileb.  vi.  8.  and  conccqutn'.lt/  is  inconsistent  with 
the  character  of  believers ;  yet,  in  ctlier  p/aces  it  may  be  taken  according  to  the 
grammatical  construction  tii^reof,  as  opposed  to  Jnufjiii  i  whirk  signifies  persons  ap- 
proved, 2  Tim.  ii.  15.  arid  so  it  signifes  a  person  whose  conduct  is  blanie-tvorthy,  or 
•whose  actions  are  not  to  be  approved  of ;  and  this  may  be  applied  to  some  -^uho  are  not. 
altogether  destitute  of  faith,  though  they  are  not  able  to  vindicate  tlxmselves  in  all 
respects  as  blameless.  That  the  apostle  uses  the  -word  in  this  sen.w  here,  seems  pro- 
iablefrom  tlie  applicatiori  he  makes  of  it  to  himself;  it  is  said,  ver.  3.  Yv  seek  a  proof 
of  Christ  speaking  in  me,  Somum  ^hIuti  \  and  verse  6.  he  s/iys,  I  trust  that  ye  shall 
know  that  we  are  not  reprobates ;  so  we  reiider  the  -words  o.Tri^u  ^i  ct;  yvuirt^t  6Tt 
Kfjtw  «t  t^fivi  ttSoKi/Mi  \  but  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  what  is  said  in  verse  4.  if 
ve  should  render  them,  I  trust  that  ye  shall  knaxs  that  -vie  are  not  disapproved,  or  thai 
ye  shall  Jind  n  proof  of  Christ  speaking  in  us :  and  in  verse  7.  iie  farther  says,  I  pray 
to  God,  not  that  we  should  appear  approved,  h-^  t\x  h/nc;  S'zKiy.u  ^iwuv,  that  is, 
lam  not  so  much  concerned  about  ymir  finding  a  proof  of  Chriit  speaking  inus  ;  but 
that  ye  should  do  that  whicli  is  fionest,  fj.  d.  I  am  more  concerned  for  yoit  than 
myself,  though  we  b"  as  reprobates,  ^,uuc  <h  aj  et/t-^x.i,uci  uyn  •,  tha(  ij,  r:hether  you  t/dnh 
we  have  a  proof  of  Christ's  speaking  in  us  or  no,  or  ids  approving  us  in  the  course  of 
cur  ministry,  my  great  concern  is,  that  you  may  be  approved,-  so  that  it  is  plain  tft^ 
ifposCia  uses  ihe  worJaSMy.'jj  as  sig-^'fj^nff  disapproved;  arid  therefore  as  ii  isap- 
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hig  13,  that  if  you  know  not  your  ownselve3,  to  wit,  that  Christ 
is  in  you,  you  are  greatly  to  be  blamed,  or  disapproved ;  espe- 
cially because  this  proceeds  from  your  neglect  of  the  duty  of 
self-examination;  by  which  mean-:  you  have  no  proof  of  Christ' t> 
being  in  you,  who  are  so  ready  to  demand  a  proof  of  his  speak- 
ing in  his  ministers,  as  in  verse  3.  Therefore  it  does  not  appear 
from  this  text,  that  every  one  who  endeavours  to  know  that  he 
is  in  a  state  of  grace,  by  diligent  self-examination,  but  cannot 
conclude  that  he  is  so,  mu^.t  be  determined  to  be  destitute  of 
faith ;  which  v/ould  neceosarily  follow  from  our  asserting  that 
assurance  of  our  interest  in  Christ,  is  of  the  essence  of  saving 
faith. 

There  are  other  scriptures  which  speak  of  assurance  as  a  dis- 
tinguishing character  of  Christians  in  general;  which  are  usual- 
ly brought  to  prove,  that  assurance  is  of  the  essence  of  faith, 
viz.  2  Cor.  Vk  1.  We  know  that  if  our  earthly  house  of  this  taber- 
nacle zvere  dissolved^  we  have  a  building  of  God^  an  house  not 
made  -with  hands ^  eternal  in  the  heavens  ;  and,  1  John  v.  19.  wd 
know  that  rve  are  of  God :  and  in  several  places  in  the  New 
Testament,  in  which  the  apostle  addresses  his  discourse  to 
whole  churches,  as  having  assurance,  as  well  as  the  grace  of 
faith :  thus  the  apostle  Peter,  1  Pet.  i.  8,  9.  speaks  of  them  as 
loving-  Christy  believing  in  him^  rejoicing  with  joy  unspeakable 
and  full  of  glory  y  and  receiving  the  end  of  their  faith  ^  even  the 
salvation  of  their  soul;  which  could  hardly  be  said  of  them,  if 
they  were  destitute  of  assurance  of  their  own  salvation.  All 
that  I  would  infer  from  these  and  such-like  scriptures  is,  that 
it  seems  probable  that  assurance  was  a  privilege  more  com- 
monly experienced  in  that  age  of  the  church  than  it  is  in  our 
day  ;  and  there  may  be  two  reasons  assigned  for  this, 

(1.)  Because  the  change  that  passed  upon  them,  when  they 
were  converted,  was  so  apparent,  that  it  was  hardly  possible  for 
it  not  to  be  discerned.  They  turned  from  dead  idols,  and  the 
practice  of  the  vilest  abominations,  to  serve  the  living  God  ; 
which  tv/o  extremes  are  so  opposite,  that  their  being  brought 
from  one  to  the  other  could  not  but  be  remarked  by,  and  con- 
sequently more  visible  to  themselves,  than  if  it  had  been  other- 
wise ;  but, 

(2.)  That  which  may  be  assigned  as  the  principal  reason  of 
this  is,  because  the  church  was  called,  at  this  time,  to  bear  a 

plied  to  those  ha  upcaks  nf  in  verse  5.  the  meanirg  it  thin  ;  yoii  srek  to  hnnv  -z^w.tJie.T 
-vr  are  approved  of  God  as  miiiisters  ;  therefore  1  xooiild  advise  you  to  exr.mir.e  yoiir- 
seh-es,  whether  yon  be  in  the  faith,  and  to  prove  your  or.-i>selves :  a7idif  you  hrwv* 
not  yourselves,  you  are  in  this  respect  blame-ivorthy,  or  to  be  disapproved ;  e-ipeciaLy 
because  you  seem  to  have  been  ne^li^ent  as  to  the  duty  of  self-exmnination.  Wheth'" 
he  ivho  is  diligent  in  the  exercise  of  this  duty,  and  yet  cannot  apprehend  that  he  2.^ 
in  a  state  of  grace,  he,  in  this  respect  to  be  disapproved  or  no,  it  is  certain,  that  us 
■who  is  a  stranger  to  himself,  because  of  the  neg'ect  hereof^  is  disapproved. 
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public  testimony  to  the  gospel,  by  enduring  persecutions  of 
various  kinds ;  and  some  of  them  were  to  resist  uiiLo  blood. 
Therefore,  that  God  might  prepare  them  for  these  sufferings, 
and  that  he  might  encourage  others  to  embrace  the  faith  of  the 
gospel,  which  was  then  in  its  infant  state,  he  was  pleased  to  fa- 
vour them  with  this  great  privilege.  And  it  may  be  hereafter, 
if  God  should  call  the  church  to  endure  like  trials,  he  may  in 
mercy  grant  them  a  greater  degree  of  assurance  than  is  ordi- 
narily experienced. 

Nevertheless,  it  may  be  questioned;  whether  those  scrip- 
tures which  speak  of  assurance,  as  though  it  were  a  privilege 
common  to  the  whole  church,  are  not  to  be  understood  as  ap- 
plicable to  the  greater  part  of  them,  rather  than  to  every  indi- 
vidual believer  among  them.  For  though  the  apcstle,  in  one  of 
the  scriptures  before-mentioned,  considers  the  church  at  Co- 
rinth, as  enjoying  this  privilege,  and  concluding  that  it  should 
go  well  with  them  in  another  world,  when  this  earthly  taberna- 
cle was  dissolved ;  yet  he  speaks  of  some  of  them,  in  the  same 
epistle,  as  not  knowing  their  ownselves,  how  that  Jesus  Christ 
was  in  them.  And  the  apostle  John,  notwithstanding  what  he 
says  to  the  church,  IVe  know  that  xve  are  ofGod^  in  1  John  v, 
19.  which  argues  that  many  of  them  had  assurance,  plainly  in- 
timates that  all  had  it  not,  from  what  he  eays,  ver.  13.  These 
things  have  I  xvrittcJi  unto  you^  that  believe  on  the  7iawe  of  the 
Son  of  Gody  that  ye  jnay  knoxv  that  yc  have  eternal  life :  and 
though  in  another  scripture,  but  nov/  mentioned,  the  apostle 
Peter  speaks  to  the  church  to  which  lie  writes,  as  having  joy 
unspeakable  and  full  of  glory  consequent  upon  their  faith, 
which  argues  that  they  had  assurance ;  yet  he  exhorts  others 
of  them  to  give  diligence  to  make  their  calling  and  election  surCy 
'2  Pet.  i.  10.  these  therefore  are  supposed,  at  that  time,  not  to 
have  it :  from  all  which  it  may  be  concluded,  that  assurance  of 
grace  and  salvation,  is  not  of  the  essence  of  saving  faith ;  which 
is  the  thing  supposed  lA  this  answer,   (a) 

II.  We  proceed  to  consider  those  things  that  are  inferred 
from  this  supposition,  viz* 

1.  That  a  believer  may  wait  long  before  he  attains  it :  thiu 
appears  from  what  is  matter  of  daily  experience  and  observa- 
tion. The  sovereignty  of  God  discovers  itself  herein,  as  much 
as  it  does  when  he  makes  the  ordinances  effectual  to  salvation, 
in  giving  converting  grace  unto  those  who  attend  upon  them. 
Some  are  called  early  to  be  made  partakers  of  that  salvation 
that  is  in  Christ,  others  late.  The  same  may  be  said  with  re- 
spect to  God's  giving  assurance.  Some  are  favoured  with  thir, 
privilege  soon  after,  or  when  first  they  believe ;  others  are  like 
those  whom  the  apostle  speaks  of,  who^  through  fear  of  death y 
are  all  their  life-time  subject  to  bondage.,  Heb.  ii.  15.  Many  have 
(fl)  Vide  Bellamy's  Works,  3  Vol.  p.  81-83. 
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often  enquired  into  the  state  of  their  souls,  that  cannot  discern 
any  marks  or  evidences  of  grace  in  themselves ;  whose  con- 
versation is  svich,  that  others  cannot  but  conclude  them  to  be 
true  believers ;  their  spirits  are  deprest,  doubts  and  fears  pre- 
vail, and  tend  to  make  their  lives  very  uncomfortable  ;  they 
wait  and  pray  for  the  evidence  and  sense  of  God's  love  to  them, 
but  cannot  immediately  find  it :  this  the  Psalmist  speaks  of, 
either  in  his  own  person,  or  thereby  represents  the  case  of  many 
who  had  the  truth  of  grace,  but  not  the  assurance  thereof,  when 
he  says,  0  Lord  God  of  my  salvation^  I  have  cried  day  aiid  nig-/:i 
before  thee;  I  am  ajjiicted  and  ready  to  die  from  my  youth  up  ^ 
zuhile  I  suffer  thy  terrors  I  am  distracted^  Psal.  Ixxxviii.  com- 
pared with  the  XV.  God  suffers  it  to  be  thus  with  them  for  wise 
ends.  Hereby  he  lets  them  know,  that  assurance  of  his  love  is 
a  special  gift  and  work  of  the  Spirit;  without  which  they  re- 
main destitute  of  it,  and  cannot  take  comfort,  either  from  their 
former  or  present  experiences. 

2.  They  who  once  enjoyed  assurance,  may  have  it  weakened 
and  intermitted  j  whether  it  may  be  entirely  lost  will  be  consi- 
dered under  a  following  head,  when  v/e  speak  concerning  th« 
supports  that  believers  have,  and  how  far  they  are  kept  hereby 
from  sinking  into  utter  despair  :  it  is  one  thing  to  fall  from  the 
truth  of  grace,  another  thing  to  lose  the  comfortable  sense  there- 
of. The  joy  of  faith  may  be  suspended,  when  the  acts  and  ha- 
bits of  faith  remain  firm  and  unshaken.  The  brightest  morn- 
ing may  afterwards  be  followed  with  clouds  and  tempests ;  even 
so  our  clearest  discoveries  of  our  interest  in  the  love  of  God 
may  be  followed  with  the  withdrawment  of  the  light  of  his 
countenance,  and  we  be  left  under  many  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances concerning  our  state,  having  lost  the  assurance  we 
once  had. 

If  it  be  inquired,  what  reason  may  be  assigned  for  this  ?  1 
irtiswer,  that  it  musty  in  a  great  measure,  be  resolved  into  the 
sovereignty  of  God,  who  will  bring  his  people  which  way  he 
pleases,  to  heaven;  and  may  take  those  comforts  which  had 
their  first  rise  from  himself;  and,  at  the  samt;  time,  none  must 
say,  why  dost  thou  thus  ?  However,  we  may  observe  some  par- 
ticular reasons,  which  the  providence  of  God  points  out  to  us, 
to  which  we  may  in  other  respects,  ascribe  our  want  of  assu- 
rance ;  and  these  may  be  reduced  to  four*  heads,  particularly 
mentioned  in  this  answer. 

(1.)  It  is  sometimes  occasioned  by  manifold  distempers,  or 
bodily  diseases  :  the  soul  and  body  are  so  closely  joined  to, 
and  dependant  on  each  other,  that  the  one  can  hardly  suffer 
without  the  other.  Hence  it  is  that  bodily  distempers  affect 
the  mind,  excite  and  give  disturbance  to  the  passions ;  which 
is  a  great  addition  to  the  uneasiness  that   ensues  hereupon. 

Vol.  II L  M  m 
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When  the  spirits  are  deprest,  and  we  are  under  the  prevalency 
of  a  melancholy  disposition,  we  are  oftentimes  inclined  to  think 
that  we  are  not  in  a  state  ot"  grace  ;  and  though  we  were  before 
this  disposed  to  comfort  others  in  like  cases,  we  arc  at  this  time 
unable  to  take  the  least  encouragement  ourselves.  All  things 
look  black  and  dismal ;  our  former  hope  is  reckoned  no  other 
than  delusive,  and  we  brought  to  the  very  brink  of  despair. 
And  it  may  be  observed,  that  these  sad  and  melancholy  appre- 
hensions concerning  our  state,  increase  or  abate,  as  the  distem- 
per that  gives  occasion  thereunto  more  or  less  prevails. 

Now  that  we  may  be  able  to  determine  whether  our  want 
of  assurance  proceeds  from  some  natural  cause  or  bodily  dis- 
temper, we  must  enquire  ',  whether,  before  this,  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  walk  in  all  good  conscience  in  the  sight  of  God  ? 
to  hate  every  false  way,  and  make  religion  the  great  business 
of  life,  so  that  we  cannot  assign  any  reigning  sin  as  the  cause 
of  our  present  desponding  frame  ?  And  also,  whether  we  have 
been  diligent  in  performing  the  duty  of  self-examination,  and 
have  been  sensible  that  we  stood  in  need  of  the  Spirit's  witness 
with  ours,  in  order  to  our  arriving  to  a  comfortable  persuasion 
that  we  are  in  a  state  of  grace  ?  And  if,  as  the  result  of  these 
enquiries,  we  cannot  see  any  cause  leading  to  this  dejection  of 
spirit,  but  the  unavoidable  infirmities,  which  we  are  daily  liable 
to,  then  we  may  probably  conclude,  that  it  arises  from  a  dis- 
temper of  body.  And,  in  order  to  our  determining  this  matter, 
we  must  farther  inquire ;  whether  some  afflictive  providence 
has  not  had  an  influence  upon  us,  to  bring  us  into  a  melancholy 
temper  ?  and  whether  this  does  not  appear  in  what  relates  to 
our  secular,  as  well  as  our  spiritual  concerns  ?  and  if  this  be 
the  case,  though  it  be  very  afflictive,  it  is  not  attended  with 
that  guilt  as  it  would  be,  had  it  been  occasioned  by  some  pre- 
sumptuous sin ;  and  there  are  other  medicines  to  be  used  when 
it  arises  from  this  cause,  besides  those  which  are  of  a  spiritual 
nature,  that  are  contained  in  the  gospel ;  but  what  they  are,  it 
is  not  our  business,  in  this  place,  to  determine. 

(2.)  There  are  many  sins  which  are  the  occasion  of  a  per- 
son's being  destitute  of  assurance.  As  all  the  troubles  of  life 
are  brought  upon  us  by  sin ;  so  are  all  our  doubts  and  fears, 
arising  from  the  want  of  a  comfortable  sense  of,  or  interest  in, 
the  love  of  God.  It  pleases  God,  in  the  method  of  his  provi- 
dence, thus  to  deal  with  his  people,  that  he  may  humble  them 
for  presumptuous  sins  ;  more  especialiy  those  that  are  commit- 
ted against  light  and  conviction  of  conscience,  that  he  may 
Jbring  to  remembrance  their  sins  of  omission,  or  neglect  to  exer- 
cise those  graces  in  which  the  life  of  faith  consists,  that  hereby 
they  may  feel  the  effect  of  their  stupidity,  indifTerency,  and  car- 
nal security,  or  their  engaging  in  religious  duties,  in  their  own 
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Strength,  without  dependence  on  the  Spirit  and  grace  of  God, 
or  a  due  sense  of  their  inability  to  perform  any  duty  in  a  right 
way.  Or,  sometimes,  as  has  been  before  observed,  they  want 
assurance,  because  they  do  not  examine  themselves,  which  is 
God's  ordinance  for  the  attaining  this  privilege ;  or,  if  they  do, 
they  neglect  to  give  that  glory  to  the  Holy  Spirit  which  is  due 
to  him,  by  depending  on  his  enlightening  influence,  whereby 
they  may  arrive  to  a  comfortable  persuasion  of  their  interest 
in  Christ. 

(3.)  Assurance  is  oftentimes  weakened  and  intermitted 
through  manifold  temptations.  Satan  is  very  active  in  this 
matter,  and  shews  his  enmity  against  the  interest  of  Christ  in 
the  souls  of  his  people,  as  much  as  lies  in  his  power,  with  this 
intent,  that  though  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  ruin  the  soul,  by 
rooting  out  that  grace  that  is  implanted  in  it;  yet  he  may  diii- 
turb  its  peace,  and  weaken  its  assurance,  and,  if  not  prevented, 
hurry  it  into  despair.  In  this  case  the  general  design  of  his 
temptations  is  to  represent  God  as  a  sin-revenging  Judge,  a 
consuming  fire,  and  to  present  to  our  view,  the  threatening^ 
whereby  his  wrath  is  revealed  against  sinners ;  and  to  endea- 
vour to  set  aside  the  promises  of  the  gospel,  from  which  alone 
relief  may  be  had. 

Moreover,  he  puts  us  upon  considering  sin,  not  only  as 
heinously^  aggravated,  (which  may,  for  the  most  part  be  done 
with  justice)  but  also  as  altogether  unpardonable ;  and,  at  the 
same  time  pretends  to  insinuate  to  us  that  we  are  not  elected, 
or  that  Christ  did  not  die  for  us  ;  and  therefore,  what  he  has 
done  and  suffered  will  not  redound  to  our  advantage.  Now 
there  is  apparently  the  hand  of  Satan  in  this  matter ;  inasmuch 
as  he  attempts,  by  false  methods  of  reasoning,  to  persuade  us 
that  we  are  not  in  a  state  of  grace,  or  that  God  is  an  enemy 
to  us ;  and  therefore  our  condition  is  desperate ;  in  which  he 
rises  the  arts  of  the  old  serpent,  that  he  may  deceive  us  by  draw 
ing  conclusions  against  ourselves  from  false  premises,  e.  g,  be- 
cause we  daily  experience  the  internal  workings  of  corrupt  na- 
ture, which  inclines  us  to  many  sins,  both  of  omission  and  com- 
mission ;  therefore  there  is  no  room  for  us  to  expect  mercy  and 
forgiveness  from  God.  And  from  our  barrenness  and  unpro- 
titablenes.s  under  the  means  of  grace,  our  improvements  no\. 
being  proportioned  to  the  obligations  we  have  been  laid  under. 
Or  because  we  have  had  great  reason  to  charge  ourselves  with 
jnany  declensions  and  backslidings,.  which  afford  matter  for 
deep  humiliation,  and  should  put  us  upon  sincere  repentance, 
he  endeavours  to  persuade  us  that  we  are  altogether  destitute 
of  special  grace.  And  whenever  we  are  unprepared  or  indis- 
posed for  the  right  performance  of  holy  duties,  and  our  affec- 
tions are  not  suitably  raised,,  but  grow  stupid,  remiss,  arfd  care- 


2Y6  SOME  BELIEVERS  DESTITUTE  OF  ASSURANCE. 

iess  therein ;  he  puts  us  upon  concluding  that  it  is  a  vain  thing 
for  us  to  draw  nigh  to  God,  and  that  he  has  utterly  rejected, 
both  our  persons  and  services.  Or,  if  we  are  not  favoured  with 
immediate  returns  of  prayer,  and  sensible  communion  with 
God  therein ;  he  tempts  us  to  infer,  that  we  shall  never  obtain 
the  blessing  we  are  pressing  after ;  and  therefore  we  may  as 
well  lay  aside  this  duty,  and  say,  why  should  I  v/ait  on  the 
Lord  any  longer  ?  And  if  by  this  method  he  cannot  discourage 
us  from  engaging  in  holy  duties,  he  sometimes  injects  blas- 
phemous thoughts  or  unbecoming  conceptions  of  the  divine 
Majesty,  which  fdls  the  soul  v/ith  the  greatest  grief  and  uneasi- 
ness, that  hereby  he  might  give  us  occasion  to  conclude  that 
we  sin  in  persisting  _therein  ;  and  by  all  these  temptations  he 
endeavours  to  plunge  us  into  the  depths  of  despair. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  purpose  of  God  relating  to  the  event 
of  things  :  when  we  are  led  to  determine  that  we  are  not  elec- 
ted, this  is  alleged  without  sufficient  ground,  and  therein  he 
deceives  us,  by  pursuing  the  same  false  methods  of  reasoning, 
and  puts  us  upon  presuming  to  enter  into  those  secret  things 
which  do  not  belong  to  us,  because  vre  deserve  to  be  cast  off 
by  him  for  our  sins,  instead  of  giving  diligence  to  make  our 
calling  and  election  sure.  It  is  one  thing  not  to  be  able  to  con- 
clude that  we  are  elected  ;  and  another  thing  to  say  that  we  are 
not  so  :  the  former  of  these  is  the  consequence  of  our  present 
doubts  and  desponding  apprehensions  concerning  our  state ;  the 
latter  is  plainly  a  temptation  of  Satan  :  this  we  are  often  sub- 
ject to,  when  we  have  lost  that  assurance  of  our  interest  in 
Christ  that  we  once  enjoyed. 

(4.)  A  believer's  want  of  assurance  is,  for  the  most  part,  at- 
tended v/ith,  and  arises  from  divine  desertion  ;  not  that  we  are 
to  suppose  that  God  will  cast  off  his  people,  whom  he  has  fore- 
known, effectually  called  and  preserved  hitherto,  so  as  to  for- 
sake them  utterly ;  for  that  is  inconsistent  with  his  everlasting 
love,  and  the  promises  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  which  respect 
their  salvation.  But  that  which  we  understand  by  divine  deser- 
tions, is  God's  withdrawing  his  comforting  presence,  and  with- 
holding the  witness  of  his  Spirit  to  the  work  of  grace  in  the 
soul,  from  whence  arises  those  doubts  and  fears  which  attend 
the  want  thereof ;  as  God  says  to  his  people.  For  a  small  mo- 
lyient  have  I  forsaken  thee  ;  but  with  great  mercies  xvill  J  gather 
thee^  Isa.  liv.  7.  In  this  respect  they  are  destitute  of  God's 
comforting  presence  ;  though  at  the  same  time  they  may  be  fa- 
voured with  his  supporting  presence,  and  those  powerful  in- 
fluences which  are  necessary  to  maintain  the  work  of  grace; 
which,  at  present,  appears  to  be  very  weak  and  languishing. 

And  this  leads  us  to  consider  the  last  thing  mentioned  in  this 
answer,  v'rz.  That  though  they  are  thus  described,  they  are  not 
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left  without  such  a  presence  and  support  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
as  keeps  thenti  from  sinking  into  utter  despair.  This  observa- 
tion ought  to  be  explained  and  considered,  with  certain  limita- 
tions, lest  while  on  the  one  hand,  we  assert  that  which  affords 
matter  of  encouragement  to  believers,  when  they  have  some  de- 
gree of  hope,  we  should,  on  the  other  hand,  throw  discourage- 
ments in  the  way  of  others,  who  will  be  apt  to  imagine,  when 
they  are  ready  to  sink  into  despair,  that  this  is  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  any  direct  act  of  faith.  I  dare  not  say  that  no  be- 
liever was  ever  so  far  deserted  as  to  be  left  to  despair  of  his 
interest  in  Christ :  inasmuch  as  scripture  and  daily  experience 
give  us  instances  of  some,  whose  conversation  in  many  respects 
discovers  them  to  have  had  the  truth  of  grace ;  whom  God 
has  been  pleased  for  v/ise  ends,  to  leave  to  the  terror  of  their 
own  thoughts,  and  they  have  remained  for  some  time,  in  the 
depths  of  despair ;  and  others  have  gone  out  of  the  world  un- 
der a  cloud,  concerning  whom  there  has  been  ground  to  hope 
their  state  was  safe.  Therefore  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  de- 
termine what  is  meant  in  this  answer,  by  a  believer's  being  kept 
from  sinking  into  utter  despair:  if  the  meaning  is,  that  they 
have  the  supports  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  so  as  to  be  kept  from 
relapsing  into  a  state  of  unregeneracy,  in  their  despairing  con- 
dition, that  may  be  easily  accounted  for ;  or,  if  we  are  to  un- 
derstand by  it,  that  believers  are  not  generally  given  up  to  the 
greatest  degree  of  despair ;  especially  such  as  is  inconsistent 
with  the  exercise  of  any  grace,  that  is  not  to  be  denied.  But 
I  would  rather  say,  that  though  a  believer  may  have  despair- 
ing appi-ehensions  concerning  his  state,  and  the  guilt  of  sin  lie 
\ipon  him  like  a  great  weight,  so  as  to  depress  his  spirits,  yet 
he  shall  not  sink  into  endless  misery ;  for  though  darkness  may 
continue  for  a  night,  light  and  joy  shall  come  in  the  morning ; 
and  accordingly  we  may  consider, 

[l.]  That  though  there  are  many  who  are  far  from  having 
assurance,  yet  they  are  at  some  times,  favoured  with  a  smalt 
glimmering  of  hope,  which  keeps  them  from  utter  despair. 

[2.]  If  they  are  in  deep  despair,  yet  they  are  not  so  far  left 
ns  not  to  desire  grace,  though  they  conclude  themselves  to  be 
destitute  of  it,  or  not  to  lament  the  loss  of  those  comforts,  and 
their  being  unable  to  exercise  those  graces  which  once  they 
thought  themselves  possessed  of. 

[3.]  A  believer,  when  in  a  despairing  way,  is  notwithstand- 
ing enabled,  by  a  direct  act  of  faith,  to  give  up  himself  to  Christ, 
though  he  cannot  see  his  interest  in  him,  and  so,  long  for  those 
experiences  and  comforts  which  he  once  enjoyed ;  and  when 
he  is  at  the  worst,  he  can  say  with  Job,  Though  he  slay  mcy 
yet.  will  I  trust  in  him^  Job  xiii.  15. 

[4.]  In  this  case  a  person  has  generally  such  a  degree  of  the 
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presence  of  God,  as  that  he  is  enabled  to  justify  him  in  all  his^ 
de'ilings  with  him,  and  lay  the  blame  of  ail  the  troubles  that  he 
is  under,  on  himself;  and  this  is  attended  with  shame  and  con- 
fusion of  face,  self-abhorrence,  and  godly  sorrow. 

[5.]  Despairing  believers  have,  notwithstanding,  such  a  pre- 
sence of  God  with  them,  as  keeps  them  from  abandoning  his 
interest,  or  running,  with  sinners,,  into  all  excess  of  riot,  v  hich 
would  give  occasion  to  others  to  conclude  that  they  never  had 
the  truth  of  grace. 

From  what  has  been  said  concerning  true  believers  being 
(destitute  of  assurance,  and  yet  having  some  degree  of  the  pre- 
sence of  God  with  them  at  the  same  time,  wc  may  infer, 

ist.  That  this  is  not  inconsistent  with  what  has  been  said 
concerning  a  believer's  perseverance  in  grace ;  yet  it  must  be 
considered  with  this  limitatioii,  that  though  the  truth  of  grace 
shall  not  be  lost,  yet  the  couxforts  and  evidences  thereof  may, 
and  often  are, 

2d/A/,  This  should  put  us  upon  circumspect  walking  and 
M-atchfulness  against  presumptuous  sins,  which,  as  has  been 
before  observed,  are  often  the  occasion  of  the  loss  of  assurance  ; 
and  also  on  the  exercise  of  a  faith  of  reliance  on  Christ,  for  the 
maintaining  the  acts  of  grace,  as  well  as  restoring  the  comforts 
thereof. 

3dly!y  This  should  instruct  believers  what  to  do  when  desti- 
tute of  this  privilege  of  assurance.  We  have  observed  that  this 
is  attended  with  divine  desertion,  which  is  generally  occasioned 
by  sins  committed.  Therefore  let  us  say  with  Job,  Shnv  me 
ivherefore  thou  contcndest  xcith  me,  chap,  x.  2.  let  me  know 
what  are  those  secret  sins  by  which  I  have  provoked  thee  to 
leave  rae  destitute  of  thy  comforting  presence ;  enable  me  to  be 
affected  with,  humbled  for,  and  unfeignedly  repent  of  them ; 
and  exercise  that  faith  in  Christ  which  may  be  a  means  of  my 
recovering  that  hope  or  assurance  which  I  am,  at  present,  des-^ 
titute  of. 

4thli/,  What  has  been  said  concerning  a  believer's  being  des-. 
titute  of  assurance,  should  put  us  upon  sympathizing  with  those 
•who  are  in  a  despairing  way,  and  using  endeavours  to  adminisr 
ter  comfort  to  them,  rather  than  censure  them,  or  conclude 
them  to  be  in  an  unregenerate  state  ;,  as  Job's  friends  did  him, 
because  tbe  hand  of  God  had  touched  him,  and  he  was  desti- 
tute of  his  comforting  presence. 

Sthtyy  From  what  has  been  said  concerning  that  degree  of 
the  presence  of  God  which  believers  enjoy,  v/hich  has.  a  ten- 
<^ency  to  keep  them  from  utter  despair,  at  least,  from  sinking 
into  perdition,  how  disconsolate  soever  their  case  may  be  at 
present ;  we  may  be  induced  to  admire  the  goodness  and  faith- 
fulness of  God  in  his  dealings  with  his  people,  wlio  will  not 
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lay  more  on  them  than  he  will  enable  them  to  bear;  though 
Juey  are  comfortless  and  hopeless,  yet  they  shall  not  be  de- 
stroyed ,•  and,  in  the  end,  they  shall  be  satisfied  with  God's  lov- 
ing kindness ;  and  when  the  clouds  are  all  dispersed,  they  shall 
have  a  bright  and  glorious  day  in  his  immediate  presence, 
where  there  is  fulness  ofjoy^  and  at  his  right  hand  where  there 
are  pleasures  for  evermore^  Psal.  xvi.  11. 


Quest.  LXXXII.  what  is  the  communion  in  glory ^xvhkh  the 
members  of  the  invisible  church  have  with  Christ? 

Answ.  The  communion  in  glory,  which  the  members  of  th'i 
invisible  church  have  with  Christ,  is,  in  this  life,  immediate- 
ly after  death ;  and  at  last  perfected  at  the  resurrection  axid. 
day  of  judgment. 

AFTER  having  Considered  believers,  or  the  members  of  the 
invisible  church,  as  enjoying  this  privilege  of  union  with 
Christ,  and,  as  the  immediate  consequence  hereof,  commtmioa 
xviih  him.  It  has  been  farther  observed,  that  this  communion 
with  him,  is  either  in  grace,  or  glory.  Their  communion  with 
him  in  grace  consists  in  their  partaking  of  the  virtue  of  hi;; 
mediation,  in  their  justification,  adoption,  and  sanctification? 
which  have  been  particularly  considered,  together  with  other 
graces  and  comforts  that  accompany  or  flow  from  them.  We 
are  now  led  to  speak  concerning  the  communion  which  thev 
have  with  him  in  glory ;  which  contains  the  highest  privilege 
they  are  capable  of  receiving ;  consisting  in  his  giving  them 
some  right  discoveries  of  the  glory  which  they  behold  and  er.- 
joy  by  faith,  in  this  life,  and  also  of  that  which  shall  be  imme- 
diate, and,  in  some  respects,  complete,  after  death;  and,  at  the 
resurrection  and  day  of  judgment,  be  brought,  in  all  respects, 
to  tUe  utmost  degree  of  perfection ;  when  their  joy,  as  well  as 
their  happiness,  shall  be  full,  and  continued  throughout  all  the 
ages  of  eternity.  These  are  the  subjects  insisted  on  in  several 
following  answers,  which  remain  to  be  considered  ia  this  first 
part  of  the  Catechism. 


Quest.  LXXXIII.  What  is  the  oemmnnion  in  glcry^  zi'it':. 
Christy  which  the  members  of  the  invisible  church  enjoy  in  thi:> 
life? 

Answ.  The  members  of  the  invisible  church  have  communi- 
cated to  them  in  this  life,  the  first-fruits  of  glory  with  Christ, 
as  they  are  members  of  him  thfir  head,  and  'o-,  in  him,  ar^. 
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interested  in  that  glory  which  he  is  fully  possessed  of ;  and 
as  an  earnest  thereof,  enjoy  the  sense  of  God's  love,  peace 
of  conscience,  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  hope  of  glory ;  as, 
on  the  contrary,  the  sense  of  God's  revenging  wrath,  horror 
of  conscience,  and  a  fearful  expectation  of  judgment,  are,  to 
the  wicked,  the  beginning  of  their  torments  which  they  shall 
endure  after  death. 

THERE  are  two  sorts  of  persons  mentioned  in  this  answer, 
namely,  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  and  the  different 
condition  of  each  of  them  considered, 

I.  With  respect  to  the  righteous,  who  are  here  styled  the 
members  of  the  invisible  church.  There  are  several  invalu- 
able privileges  Avhich  they  are  made  partakers  of  in  this  life, 
in  which  they  are  said  to  have  a  degree  of  communion  in  glo- 
ry with  Christ  ;  particularly  as  they  enjoy  the  first-fruits  or 
earnest  of  that  glory  which  they  shall  have  with  him  hereafter : 
And  that, 

1.  As  they  are  members  of  him,  their  head  ;  and  accord- 
ingly may  be  said,  in  some  respects,  to  be  interested  in  that 
glory  which  he  is  fully  possessed  of. 

2.  As  they  have  a  comfortable  sense  of  his  love  to  them,  at- 
tended with  peace  of  conscience,  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
an  hope  of  glory. 

II.  We  have  an  account,  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  dreadful 
condition  of  impenitent  sinners,  when  God  sets  their  iniquities 
in  order  before  them  j  which  is  represented  in  a  very  moving 
way.  Thus  they  are  said  to  be  filled  with  a  sense  of  God's 
revenging  wrath,  horror  of  conscience,  and  a  fearful  expecta- 
tion of  judgment;  which  is  considered  as  the  beginning  of  those 
torments  which  they  shall  endure  after  death. 

I.  There  are  several  invaluable  privileges  which  the  righ- 
teous enjoy  in  this  life,  that  are  styled  the  first-fruits  or  earn- 
est  of  glory.  Though  Christ  has  reserved  the  fulness  of  glory 
for  his  people  hereafter,  when  he  brings  them  to  heaven  ;  yet 
there  are  some  small  degrees  thereof,  which  they  enjoy  in  their 
way  to  it.  The  croivn  of  righteousness^  as  the  apostle  speaks, 
is  laid  up  for  them^  which  the  righteous  fudge  shall  give  thetn 
at  that  day^  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  to  wit,  when  we  shall  come  to  judg- 
ment ;  then  their  joy  shall  be  full  ;  they  shall  be  satisfied  in 
his  likeness,  and  made  compleatly  blessed  :  Nevertheless  there 
are  some  prelibations,  or  foretastes,  which  they  have  hereof,  for 
their  support  and  encouragement,  while  they  are  in  this  imper- 
fect state.     For  the  understanding  of  this  it  may  be  premised, 

1.  That  we  are  not  to  suppose  that  the  present  enjoyments 
which  believers  experience  in  the  highest  degree,  do  fully  come 
lip  to  those  that  are  reserved  for  them.    There  is  a  great  dif- 
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icrencc  as  to  the  degree  thereof.  As  a  child  that  is  newly  born 
has  something  in  common  with  what  he  shall  have  when  arrived 
at  a  state  of  manhood ;  but  there  are  several  degrees,  and  other 
circumstances,  in  which  he  falls  short  of  it :  or,  as  a  few  drops 
are  of  the  same  nature  with  the  whole  collection  of  water  in 
the  ocean  ;  yet  there  is  a  very  small  proportion  between  one 
and  the  other  :  so  the  brightest  discovery  of  the  glory  of  God, 
which  we  are  capable  of  enjoying  in  this  world  ;  or  the  com- 
fortable foretastes  that  believers  have  of  heaven,  fall  very 
much  short  of  that  which  they  shall  be  possessed  of,  when 
they  are  received  into  it.  And  there  are  very  great  allays, 
and  many  things  that  tend  to  interrupt  and  abate  their  happi- 
ness, agreeably  to  the  imperfection  of  this  present  state.  What- 
ever grace  they  are  enabled  to  act,  though  in  an  uncommon 
degree,  is  attended  with  a  mixture  of  corruption  ;  and  as  their 
graces  are  imperfect,  so  are  the  comforts  that  arise  from  thence, 
which  are  interwoven  with  many  things  very  afflictive ;  so  that 
they  are  not  what  they  shall  be,  but  are  travelling  through  this, 
wilderness  to  a  better  country,  and  exposed  to  many  evils  in 
their  way  thither. 

2.  All  believers  do  not  enjoy  these  delights  and  pleasures 
that  some  are  favoured  with  in  their  way  to  heaven  ;  the  com- 
forts, as  well  as  the  graces,  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  bestowed 
iu  a  way  of  sovereignty,  to  some  more,  and  to  others  less  ; 
Some  have  reason  to  say  with  the  apostle,  Thanks  be  unto  God^ 
ivhich  alzvatjs  caiiseth  us  to  triumph  in  Christy  2  Cor.  ii.  14. 
others  are  filled  with  doubts  concerning  their  interest  in  him, 
and  go  mourning  after  hirn  all  the  day  ;  and  if  they  have,  at 
some  times  a  small  glimpse  of  his  glory,  by  which  they  con- 
clude themselves  to  be,  as  it  were,  in  the  suburbs  of  heaven, 
they  soon  lose  it,  and  find  themselves  to  be  in  the  valley  of  the 
shadow  of  death,  as  the  disciples,  when  they  were  vvith  Christ 
at  his  transfiguration,  which  was  an  emblem  of  the  heavenly 
blessedness,  when  his  face  did  shine  as  the  sun,  a?idhis  rainienf 
7vas  white  as  the  light;  M'hich  occasioned  them  to  say,  it  is  good 
for  us  to  be  here  ;  before  they  had  done  speaking,  or  had  time 
to  reflect  on  their  present  enjoyment  they  were  deprived  of  it 
when  the  cloud  over shadoxued them.  Matt.  xvii.  2, — 5.  so  the 
believer  is  not  to  expect  uninterrupted  communion  with  God, 
or  perfect  fruition  with  him  here.  However,  that  which  we 
are  at  present  to  consider,  is  that  degree  thereof  which  some 
enjoy  ;  which  is  here  called  the  first-fruits  and  earnest  of  glo- 
ry.   The  scripture  sets  it  forth  under  both  these  expressions. 

(1.)  They  are  said  to  receive  the  first-fruits  thereof;  or  as 
the  apostle  styles  it.  The  first-fruits  of  the  Spirit,  Rom.  viii, 
23.  that  is,  the  graces  and  comforts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which 
are  the  first-fruits  of  that  blessedness,  that  thev  are  '?ai('.  to  wait 

Vol.  III.  N  n 
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for  ;  which  is  called  the  adoption^  viz.  those  privileges  which 
God's  children  shall  be  made  partakers  of  ;  or,  the  glorious 
libertif  which  they  chall  hereafter  enjoy.  This  is  styled,  the 
Jirst-fniits^  as  alluding  to  the  cluster  ol  grapes,  Avhich  they  Avho 
were  sent  to  spy  out  the  land  oi  Canaan,  were  ordered  to  bring 
to  the  Israelites  in  the  wilderness,  that  hereby  thev  might  be 
encouraged  in  their  expectation  ot  the  great  plenty  that  was  to 
be  enjo)ed  when  they  were  brought  to  it.  Or,  it  has  reference 
to  the  feast  of  ingathering,  before  the  harvest,  when  they  were 
to  bring  the  sheaf  which  was  hrst  to  be  cut  down,  and  tvave  it 
before  the  Lord^  Lev.  xxiii.  10,  11.  compared  v/ith  Deut.  xxvi. 
10,  11.  with  thankfulness  and  joy,  in  expectation  of  the  full 
harvest,  which  would  be  the  reward  of  the  industry  and  labour 
of  the  husbandman.  Thus  believers  are  given  not  only  to  ex- 
pect, but  to  rejoice  in  hope  of  the  gloiy  of  God. 

(2.)  This  is  also  called  an  earnest  of  glory.  Thus  believers 
are  said  to  be  sealed  with  that  holy  Spirit  of  promise  which  is 
the  earnest  of  their  inheritance^  Eph.  i.  13,  14.  and  elsewhere 
it  is  said,  God  hath  given  us  the  earnest  of  his  Spirit^  2  Cor.  i. 
5.  An  earnest  is  a  small  sum,  given  in  part  of  payment  ; 
■whereby  they  who  receive  it,  are  encouraged  hereafter  to  ex- 
pect the  whole  :  So  a  believer  may  conclude,  that  as  sure  as  he 
now  enjoys  those  spiritual  privileges  that  accompany  salvation, 
he  shall  not  fail  of  that  glory  v/hich  they  are  an  earnest  of.  In 
this  respect  God  is  pleased  to  give  his  people  a  wonderful  in- 
stance of  his  condescending  love,  that  they  may  hereby  be  led 
.to  know  what  the  happiness  of  tlie  heavenly  state  is,  in  a  great- 
er degree  than  can  be  learned  from  all  the  descriptions  that 
are  given  of  it,  by  those  who  are  destitute  of  this  privilege. 
Heaven  is  the  port  to  which  e-\ery  believer  is  bound,  the  re- 
ward of  all  those  labours  and  dilnculties  which  he  sustains  in 
his  way  to  it  ;  and  to  quicken  him  to  the  greater  diligence  in 
pursuing  after  it,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  have  his  thoughts, 
meditation,  and  conversation  there.  The  reason  why  God  is 
pleased  to  give  his  people  some  foretastes  thereof,  is,  that  they 
may  love  and  long  ior  Christ's  appearing,  when  they  shall  reap 
the  full  harvest  of  glory.  Now  this  earnest,  prelibation*  or 
first-fruits  of  the  heavenly  blessedness  which  believers  enjoy 
in  this  life,  is  considered  in  this  answer. 

[l.]  As  it  is  included  in  that  glory  which  Christ  is  possess- 
ed of  as  their  head  and  Mediator. 

[2.]  As  they  have  those  graces  wrought  in  them,  and  com- 
forts ilovr'ing  from  thence,  which  bear  some  small  resemblance 
to  what  they  shall  hereafter  be  made  partakers  of. 

[1.]  Christ's  being  possessed  of  the  heavenly  blessedness,  as 
the  head  of  his  people,  is  an  earnest  of  their  salvation.  For 
the  understanding  of  which,  let  it  be  considered,  that  our  Lord 
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Jesus  sustained  this  character,  not  only  in  what  he  suffered  for 
them,  that  he  miglit  redeem  them  from  the  curse  of  the  law  ; 
but  in  the  glory  which  he  was  afterwards  advanced  to  :  Thus 
it  is  said,  that  he  is  risen  from  the  dead^  and  become  the  first-fruits 
of  them  that  slept  ^  1  Cor.  xv.  20.  and  accordingly  the}'  are  said 
to  be  risen  ivithhim^  Col.  iii.  1.  as  respecting  that  communion 
which  they  have  with  him  herein;  and  when,  after  this,  he  as- 
cended into  heaven,  and  sat  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Ma- 
jesty on  high,  his  people  are  said  to  sit  together  in  heavenly 
places  in  him^  Eph.  ii.  6.  not  that  we  are  to  suppose  that  they 
are  made  partakers  of  any  branch  of  his  mediatorial  glory,  or 
joined  with  him  in  the  work  which  he  there  performs,  as  their 
exalted  head  :  But  his  being  considered  as  their  representative, 
appearing  in  the  presence  of  God  for  them,  is  a  foundation  of 
their  hope  that  they  shall  be  brotight  hither  at  last ;  and  there- 
fore, when  he  is  about  to  depart  out  of  this  world,  he  gave  an 
intimation  to  his  people,  whom  he  left  behind  him  in  it,  that  he 
went  to  prepare  a  place  for  them,  John  xiv.  3.  and  assures  them, 
that  because  he  lives  theif  shall  live  also,  ver.  19. 

[2.]  The  graces  and  comforts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  be- 
lievers are  made  partakers  of,  mav  also  be  said  to  be  a  pledge 
and  earnest  of  eternal  life.  Heaven  is  a  state  in  which  grace 
is  brought  to  perfection,  which,  at  present,  is  only  begun  in  the 
soul  :  nevertheless,  the  beginning  thereof  affords  ground  of 
hope  that  it  shall  be  compleated.  As  a  curious  artist,  when 
he  draws  the  first  lines  of  a  picture,  does  not  design  to  leave 
it  unfinished  ;  or  he  that  lays  the  foundation  of  a  building,  de- 
■^ermines  to  cany  it  on  gradually,  till  he  has  laid  the  top-stone 
of  it  ;  so  the  work  of  grace,  when  begun  by  the  Spirit,  is  a 
ground  of  hope  that  it  shall  not  be  left  unfinished.  As  God 
would  never  have  brought  his  people  out  of  Egypt  with  an 
high  hand  and  an  outstretched  arm,  and  divided  the  red  sea 
before  them,  if  he  had  not  designed  to  bring  them  into  the  pro- 
mised land  ;  so  we  may  conclude,  that  when  God  has  magni- 
fied his  grace  in  delivering  his  people  from  the  dominion  of 
darkness,  and  translating  them  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear 
Son ;  when  he  has  helped  them  hitherto,  and  given  them  a  fair 
and  beautiful  prospect  of  the  good  land  to  which  they  are  go- 
ing, he  will  not  leave  his  work  imperfect,  nor  suffer  them  to 
fall  and  perish  in  the  way  to  it.  Christ,  in  believers,  is  said 
to  be  the  hope  of  glory.  Col.  i.  27.  and  the  joj^  which  they  have 
in  believing,  is  said  not  only  to  be  unspeakable,  hxxt  full  of  glo- 
ry ^  1  Pet.  i.  8.  that  is,  it  bears  a  small  resemblance  to  that  joy 
which  they  shall  be  filled  with,  when  brought  to  glory,  and 
therefore  may  well  be  styled  the  earnest  or  first-fruits  of  it. 

Now,  that  this  may  farther  appear,  let  it  be  considered,  that 
the  happiness  of  heaven  consists  in  the  immediate  vision  and 
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fruition  of  God,  where  the  saints  behold  his  face  in  light  and 
glory  *,  and  enjoy  all  those  comfortable  fruits  and  effects  that 
arise  from  thence,  which  tend  to  make  them  compleatly  hap- 
py. Thus  it  is  said,  Theif  shallsee  him  as  he  w,  1  John  iii.  2. 
and  they  art-  said  to  enter  into  the  Joy  of  their  Lord,  Matt,  xxv, 
21.  Believers,  it  is  true,  are  not  in  all  respects,  said  to  be  par- 
takers of  this  blessedness  here  ;  and  their  highest  enjoyments 
bear  but  a  very  small  proportion  to  it  :  Yet,  when  we  speak 
of  some  as  having  the  foretastes  of  it,  we  must  consider,  that 
there  is  something  in  the  lively  exercise  of  faith,  and  the  joy 
that  arises  from  it,  when  believers  have  attained  the  full  assu- 
rance of  the  love  of  God,  and  have  those  sensible  manifesta- 
tions of  his  comfortable  presence  with  them,  that  bears  some 
small  resemblance  to  a  life  of  glory. 

That  which  in  some  respects  resembles  the  beatific  vision, 
is  a  sight  of  God's  reconciled  face,  and  of  their  interest  in  all 
the  blessings  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  by  faith.  It  is  true,  the 
views  which  they  have  of  the  glory  of  God  here,  are  not  im- 
mediate, but  at  a  distance  ;  and  therefore  they  are  said  to  be- 
hold, as  in  a  glass,  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  Thus 
we  see  things  at  a  distance,  as  through  a  perspective  glass, 
v/hich  enlarges  the  object  f,  and  brings  it,  as  it  were,  near  to  the 
eye,  though  in  reality,  it  be  at  a  great  distance  from  it ;  and  so 
gives  us  a  clear  discerning  of  that  which  could  otherwise  hard- 
ly be  discovered  :  So  faith  gives  us  clearer  views  of  this  glory 
than  we  could  have  any  other  v/ay.  Hereby  we  are  said  to  sec 
him  that  is  invisible,  Heb,  xi.  27.  Thus,  v/hen  God  bade  Mo-- 
ses  go  up  to  the  top  of  Pisgah,  and  strengthened  his  sight,  he 
took  a  view  of  the  whole  land  of  Canaan,  though  without  this 
he  could  only  have  beheld  a  small  part  thereof:  So  when  God 
not  only  gives  an  eye  of  faith,  but  strengthens  it  in  proportion 
to  the  views  he  designs  it  shall  take  of  the  heavenly  state,  that 
lies  at  so  great  a  distance,  the  soul  is  enabled  to  see  it,  and 
herein  has  a  faint  emblem  of  the  beatific  vision. 

Moreover,  as  heaven  is  a  state,  in  which  the  saints  have  the 
perfect  fruition  of  those  blessings  which  tend  to  make  them 
compleatly  happy  ;  the  view  v/hich  a  believer  is  enabled,  by 
faith,  to  take  of  his  interest  in  Christ,  and  the  glory  he  shall  be 
made  partaker  of  with  him,  is  sometimes  attended  with  such 
an  exta5y  of  joy  and  triumph,  as  is  a  kind  of  anticipation  of  that 
glory  v/hich  he  is  not  yet  fully  possessed  of.  Such  an  one  is 
like  an  heir  who  wants  but  a  few  days  of  being  of  age  ;  who 
does  not  look  upon  his  estate  with  that  distant  view  which  he 
before  did,  but  with  the  satisfaction  and  pleasure  that  arises 
from  his  being  ready  to  enter  into  the  possession  of  it;  or  like 
one  who  after  a  long  and  tedious  voyage,  is  within  sight  of  hi'? 

*  See  Quest,  bcxxvi.  xc. 

t  Reflecting  as  mirrors,  or  beholding  as  by  rahrors 
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harbour,  which  he  cannot  but  behold  with  a  pleasure,  whicli, 
very  much  resembles  that  which  he  shall  have  when  he  enters 
into  it ;  this  is  more  than  a  bare  hope  of  heaven  ;  it  is  a  full 
assurance,  attended  with  a  kind  of  sensation  of  those  joys  which 
are  inexpressible,  which  render  the  believer  a  wonder  to  him- 
self, and  aftbrd  the  most  convincing  proof  to  others,  that  there 
is  something  real  and  substantial  in  the  heavenly  glory,  where- 
of God  is  pleased  to  favour  some  of  his  people  with  the 
prelibations.  lliat  some  have  enjoyed  such-like  manifesta- 
tions of  the  divine  love  to  them,  and  been  filled  with  those  rap- 
tures of  joy,  accompanying  that  assurance  which  they  have  had 
of  their  salvation,  is  evident  from  the  experience  which  they 
have  had  of  it  in  some  extraordinary  and  memorable  occurren- 
ces in  life  ;  and  others  at  the  approach  of  death. 

Of  this  there  are  multitudes  of  instances  transmitted  to  us  in 
history  :  I  shall  content  myself  with  a  brief  extract  of  some 
passages  which  we  meet  with  in  the  life  and  death  of  some  who 
appear  to  have  had  as  comfortable  a  foretaste  of  the  joys  of 
heaven,  as  it  is  possible  for  any  one  to  have  in  this  world.  And 
the  first  that  I  shall  mention  is  that  eminently  leai-ned  and  pious 
Dr.  Rivet;  who,  in  his  last  sickness  seemed  to  be  in  the  very 
suburbs  of  heaven,  signifying  to  all  about  him,  what  intimate 
communion  he  had  with  God,  and  fore-viev/s  of  the  heavenly 
state  ;  his  assurance  of  being  admitted  into  it;  and  how  eai-nest- 
ly  he  longed  to  be  there  :  and,  in  the  very  close  of  life,  one  who 
stood  by  him  could  not  forbear  expressing  himself  to  this  pur- 
pose ;  I  cannot  but  think  that  he  is  now  enjoying  the  vision  of 
God,  which  gave  him  occasion  to  signify  that  it  was  so,  as  well 
as  he  was  able  to  express  himself,  which  account,  and  much 
more  to  the  same  purpose,  is  not  only  mentioned  by  the  author 
of  his  last  hours,  but  is  taken  notice  of  in  a  public  funeral  ora- 
tion, occasioned  by  his  death.* 

And  what  a  very  worthy  writer  observes,!  concerning  that 
excellent  servant  of  Christ,  Pflr.  Rutherford,  Avho  recites  some 

*  Vid.  Daiiberi  orat.  Fiaieb.  ad  frojit.  &  Hot.  J^orviss.  ad  calc.  Tom.  3.  Riveti 
operum :  in  ivhic/i  he  in  represented  as  saying,  JVolite  mei  causa  dokve,  tdtima  hac 
momenta  nihil  habent  funesti;  corpus  langnet  guidem,  at  anima  robore  &  covsola- 
tione  plena  est,  nee  impedit  paries  iste  inierfferinus,  vebula  ista  exigua,  quo  mtnits 
liicem  Dei  videam.  Atq ;  exinde  magis  mugisqite  optavit  dissolvi  &  cum  Ckristo 
esse.  Sitfficit  7m  Dens  exclamabal  szibinde,  si:fficit,  suscipe  animam  meam  :  J\,'on 
tamen  muram  imputienter  fero.  Expecto,  credo,  pcrsevero,  dimoveri  neqneo,  Dei 
Spiritus  meo  spirit ui  testatur,  me  exjiliis  s'uis  esse.  0  amorem  ineffcibilem  !  id  quod 
pentio,  omuem  expressionem  alte  transcendit.  Veni  Domine  Jesv,  vein,  eteuim  defcio, 
lan  quidein  impatiens  Domine,  sed  a7iima  mea  respicit  te  ut  terra  sicca.  Preces  & 
•latum,  111  Deus  Paradisum  aperiret,  &  hmcjideli  servo  siiofaciem  suam  ostenderet,- 
his  verbis  sxipplevit ;  cum  aniviubics  justorem  sanctificatis  ;  .^imen.  Amen.  Exinde 
lingua  prtepedila  verbo  affirmave;  mox  advocem  adstantium,  ipsum  jam  visione  Dei 
frui,  annueret  paulo  post  sub  medium  decimam  matulinam  placide  in  Domino  eb- 
dermiit. 

■\  See  Fleming' f  Fulfilling  of  the  Scripture,  infol.  Part  1-page  287. 
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of  his  last  words  to  this  purpose,  is  very  remarkable,  who  says, 
"^  I  shall  shine,  I  shall  see  him  as  he  is,  and  all  the  fair  com- 
'•  pany  with  him,  and  shall  have  my  large  share.  It  is  no  easy 
'^  thing  to  be  a  Christian;  but  as  for  me,  I  have  got  the  victory ; 
"  and  Christ  is  holding  forth  his  arms*  to  embrace  me.  I  have 
"  had  my  fears  and  faintings,  as  another  sinful  man,  to  be  car- 
"  ried  through  creditably ;  but  as  sure  as  ever  he  spake  to  me 
"  in  his  word,  his  Spirit  witnessed  to  my  heart,  saying,  Fear 
"  not;  he  had  accepted  my  suffering,  and  the  outgate  should 
"  not  be  matter  of  prayer,  but  of  praise."  And  a  little  before 
his  death,  after  some  fainting,  he  said,  "  Now  I  feel,  I  believe, 
"  1  enjoy,  I  rejoice,  I  feed  on  manna,  I  have  angels'  food,  my 
*'  eyes  shall  see  my  Redeemer;  I  know  that  he  shall  stand,  at 
"  the  latter  day,  on  the  earth,  and  I  shall  be  caught  up  in  the 
*'  clouds  to  meet  him  in  the  air.  I  sleep  in  Christ;  and  when 
^'  I  awake  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  his  likeness ;  O  for  arms  to 
**■  embrace  him  !"  And  to  one  speaking  concerning  his  painful- 
ness  in  the  ministry,  he  cried  out,  "  I  disdain  all ;  the  port  I 
"  would  be  in  at,  is  redemption  and  forgiveness  of  sins  through 
"  his  blood."  And  thus,  full  of  the  Spirit;  yea,  as  it  were  over- 
come witii  sensible  enjoyment,  he  breathes  out  his  soul,  his  last 
words  being  these  ;  "  Glory,  glorv  dwelleth  in  Emmaniiel*s 
"  land." 

To  this  I  may  add  the  account  given  of  that  great  man  Dr. 
Goodwin,  in  some  memoirs  of  his  life,  composed  out  of  his 
own  papers  published  by  his  son,*  who  intimates  that  he  re- 
joiced in  the  thoughts  that  he  was  dying,  and  going  to  have  a 
lull  and  uninterrupted  communion  with  God ;  "  I  am  going, 
-'  said  he,  to  the  three  Persons  with  whom  I  have  had  com- 
"'  munion ;  they  have  taken  me,  I  did  not  take  them ;  I  shall 
''  be  changed  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  ;  all  my  lusts  and  cor- 
•'^  ruptions  I  shall  be  rid  of,  which  I  could  not  be  here;  those 
''  croaking  toads  will  fall  off  in  a  moment."  And  mentioning 
those  great  examples  of  faith,  Heh.  xi.  said  he,  "  All  these  died 
"  in  faith.  I  could  not  have  imagined  I  should  ever  had  such 
'•'■  a  measure  of  faith  in  this  hour;  no,  I  could  never  have  ima- 
*'  gined  it.  My  bow  abides  in  strength.  Is  Christ  divided? 
"  No,  I  have  the  whole  of  his  righteousness  ;  I  am  found  in 
*•'■  him,  not  in  my  own  righteousness,  which  is  of  the  law ;  but 
"  in  the  righteousness  which  is  of  God,  which  is  by  faith  of 
"•  Jesus  Christ,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himself  for  me.  Christ 
■•*  cannot  love  me  better  than  he  doth ;  I  think  I  cannot  love 
*'  Christ  better  than  I  do ;  I  am  swallov/ed  up  in  God  :"  and 
then  he  says,  "  Now  shall  I  ever  be  with  the  Lord."  With 
this  assurance  of  faith,  and  fulness  of  joy  his  soul  left  this 

*  See  Dr.  Goodwin^s  Werksy  Vol.  5.  in  Ids  Ufe,  page  19. 
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world,  and  went  to  see  and  enjoy  the  reality  of  that  blessed 
state  of  glory. 

There  is  also  an  account,  in  the  life  and  death  of  Mr.  John 
Janeway,  of  the  great  assurance  and  joy  which  he  had  in  his 
last  sickness,  in  which  he  expresses  himself  to  this  purpose; 
"  I  am,  through  mercy,  quite  above  the  fears  of  death,  and  am 
"  going  unto  him  whom  I  love  above  life.  O  that  I  could  let 
"  you  know  what  I  now  feel !  O  that  I  could  shew  you  what 
>'  I  see  !  O  that  I  could  express  the  thousandth  part  of  that 
"  sweetness  which  now  I  fmd  in  Christ !  you  would  all  then 
"  think  it  worth  the  vy'hile  to  make  it  your  business  to  be  reli- 
"  gious.  O  my  dear  friends,  you  little  think  what  a  Christ  is 
*'  worth  upon  a  deuth-bed  !  I  v/ould  not,  for  a  v/orld,  nay,  for 
*'  millions  of  worlds,  be  now  without  Christ  and  a  pardon.  O 
"  the  glor)' !  the  unspeakable  glory  that  I  behold  !  My  heart . 
"  is  full,  my  heart  is  lull;  Christ  smiles  and  I  cannot  choose 
"  but  smile.  Can  you  find  in  your  heart  to  stop  me,  who  am 
"  now  going  to  the  complete  and  eternal  enjoyment  of  Christ? 
"  Would  )ou  keep  me  from  my  crov/n  ?  Tiie  arms  of  mv 
*'  blessed  Saviour  are  open  to  embrace  me  ;  the  angels  stand. 
"  ready  to  carry  my  soul  into  his  bosom.  O  did  you  but  see 
*'  what  I  see,  you  v/ould  all  cry  out  with  me,  Hov/  long  dear 
"  Lord,  come  Lord  Jesus,  come  quickly  ?  Or  why  are  hi?. 
"  chariot->vheels  so  long  a  coming  r"  Much  m.ore  to  the  same 
purpose  may  be  found  in  the  life  of  that  excellent  man,  which. 
is  exceedingly  affecting. 

And  there  is  another  who  does  not  come  short  of  him  in  his 
death-bed  triumphs ;  *  who  says  concerning  himself,  "  Death 
"  is  not  terrible,  it  is  unstinged  ;  the  curse  of  the  fierj-  law  is 
"  done  away  :  I  bless  his  name  I  found  him  ;  I  am  taken  wp 
"  in  blessing  him  ;  I  am  dying  rejoicing  in  the  Lord  ;  I  long 
"  to  be  in  the  promised  land  ;  I  wait  for  thy  salvation  ;  how 
"  long !  Come  sweet  Lord  Jesus,  take  me  by  the  hand  ;  I  v/ait 
"  for  thy  salvation,  as  the  watchman  watcheth  for  the  morn- 
"  ing  ;  i  am  weary  with  delays  ;  I  faint  for  thy  salvation  :  Why 
"  are  his  chariot-wheels  so  long  a  coming?  W'hat  means  he  to 
"  stay  so  long  ?  I  am  like  to  faint  with  delays."  After  that  he 
"  said,  O  Sirs,!  could  not  believe  that  I  could  have  born,  and 
"  born  cheerfully  this  rod  so  long  :  This  is  a  miracle,  pain  with- 
"  out  pain.  And  this  is  not  a  fancy  of  a  man  disordered  in  his 
"  brain,  but  of  one  lying  in  full  composure  :  O  blessed  be  God 
*'  that  ever  I  was  born  ;  O  if  I  were  where  lie  is !  And  yet,  for 
"  all  this,  God's  withdrawing  from  me  would  make  me  as  weal: 
"  as  water  :  all  this  1  enjoy,  though  it  be  a  miracle  upon  mira- 
"■  cle,  would  not  make  me  stand  v.  ithout  new  supply  from  God; 

*   See  the  Memoirs  of  the  IJfe  of  M-  Ualybwiart,  Ci-i:  6. 
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"  the  thing  I  rejoice  in  is,  that  God  is  altogether  full ;  and  that 
"  in  the  Mediator  Christ  Jesus,  there  is  all  the  fulness  of  the 
*'  Godiiead,  and  it  will  never  run  out.  I  am  wonderfully  helped 
*'  beyond  the  power  of  nature,  though  my  body  be  sufficiently 
*'  teazed,  yet  my  spirit  is  untouched."  Much  more  to  this  pur- 
pose we  have  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  which  I  shall  close 
with  one  thing  that  is  very  remarkable.  When  he  was  appre- 
hensive that  he  was  very  near  his  death,  he  said,  "  When  I 
*'  fall  so  low  that  I  am  not  able  to  speak,  I'll  shew  you  a  sign 
**•  of  triumph,  when  I  am  near  glory,  if  I  be  able ;"  which  ac- 
cordingly he  did,  by  lifting  up  his  hands,  and  clapping  them 
together,  when  he  was  speechless,  and  in  the  agonies  of  death. 

Many  more  instances  might  have  been  given  to  illustrate  this 
argument,  whereby  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  God  is  pleased, 
sometimes,  to  deal  familiarly  with  men,  by  giving  them  extra- 
ordinary manifestations  of  his  presence,  before  he  brings  them 
into  the  immediate  enjoyment  of  himself  in  heaven ;  which 
may  be  well  called  an  earnest  or  prelibation  thereof.*  And  it 
may  serve  as  a  farther  illustration  of  an  argument  before  in- 
sisted on,f  to  prove  that  assurance  of  God's  love  is  attainable 
in  this  life,  from  the  various  instances  of  those  who  have  been 
favoured  with  it.  This  assurance,  as  it  may  be  observed,  is 
accompanied  with  the  lively  acts  of  faith,  by  which  it  appears 
to  be  well  grounded ;  so  that,  as  the  apostle  says.  The  God  of 
hope  is  pleased  to  Jill  thein  with  all  Joy  and  peace  hi  believiyig  ; 
whereby  they  abound  in  hope^  through  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghosty  Rom.  xv.  13.  in  which  respect  it  may  be  said,  to  use 
the  prophet's  words,  that  they  Joy  before  thee.,  according  to  the 
Joy  in  harvest,  and  as  men  rejoice  when  they  divide  the  spoily 
Isa.  ix.  3.  This  is  like  the  appearing  of  the  morning-star,  which 
ushers  in  a  bright  and  glorious  day,  and  gives  a  full  discovery 
to  themselves  and  others,  that  there  is  much  of  heaven  enjoyed 
in  the  way  to  it,  by  those  whom  God  delights  to  honour.  Thus 
concerning  the  communion  in  glory,  which  the  members  of  the 
invisible  church  sometimes  enjoy  in  this  life ;  which  leads  us 
to  consider, 

II.  The  miserable  condition  of  the  wicked  in  this  life,  when 
God  is  provoked,  as  a  sin-revenging  Judge,  to  fill  them  with 
a  sense  of  his  wrath ;  from  whence  arises  horror  of  conscience, 

*  See  this  argument  improved  by  Mr.  Fleming,  in  his  Fulfilling  of  the  Scripture, 
Edit,  in  Fol.  page  394,  &  seq.  iu  -which  he  takes  several  remarkable  passages  out  of 
Jifelchoir  Adam^t  Lives,  and  gives  several  instances  of  that  extraordinr.rii  covmiU' 
vdon  -vkich  some  have  had  ■u.-ith  God,  both  in  life  and  death  ;  -whose  conversalioti  -was 
-uiell  knoivn  in  Scotland ;  so  that  he  mentions  it  as  -zuhat  is  a  matter  undeniably  true: 
and  he  relates  other  things  concerning  the  assurance  and  joy  whicfi  some  have  had; 
■Mhlch  has  afforded  them  the  siveetest  comforts  in  prisons  and  dungeons,  and  given. 
rhc*n  a  foretaste  of  heaven,  -when  they  have  been  cal'edto  suffer  death  for  Christ's  sake. 

r  See  Page  252,  ante. 
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aiicl  a  fearful  expectation  of  judgment ;  which  is  the  beginning 
of  those  torments  which  the}'  shall  endure  after  death,  as  it  is 
observed  in  the  latter  part  of  this  answer.  We  have  many  in- 
stances in  scripture,  of  the  punishment  of  sin  in  this  world,  in 
whom  God  is  said  to  reprove  and  set  their  iniquities  in  order 
before  their  eyes^  Psal.  1.  21.  which  fills  them  with  horror  of 
conscience,*  and  leaves  them  in  utter  despair.  They  who  once 
thought  themselves  in  a  prosperous  condition,  concerning  whom 
it  is  said,  Their  eijes  sta?id  out  xuith  fatness,  they  have  more  than 
heart  could  wish,  Psal.  Ixxiii.  7.  yet  their  end  was  terrible, 
when  it  appears  that  they  were  set  in  slippery  places,  being  casi 
down  into  destruction,  brought  into  desolation  as  in  a  momenty 
and  utterly  consumed  xvith  terrors,  ver,  18,  19. 

We  have  a  sad  instance  of  this  in  Cain,  after  he  had  slain  his 
brother,  and  fell  under  the  curse  of  God,  whereby  he  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  a  fugitive  and  vagabond  in  the  earth.  He  separated 
himself  indeed  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord,  and  the  place  in 
which  he  was  worshipped ;  but  could  not  fly  from  the  terrors  of 
his  own  thoughts,  or  get  any  relief  mider  the  uneasiness  of  a 
guilty  conscience ;  which  made  him  fear  that  he  should  be  slain 
by  the  hand  of  every  one  that  met  him ;  and  complain,  3Iy 
pwiishment  is  greater  than  I  can  bear,  Gen.  iv.  13. 

And  some  understand  that  expression  of  Lamech  in'the  same 
sense,  when  he  says,  I  have  slain  a  man  to  my  zvounding,  and  a 
young  man  to  my  hurt.  If  Cain  shall  be  avenged  seven-fold^ 
truly  Lamech  seventy  and  seven-fold.  Gen.  iv.  23,  24.  The 
wrath  of  God  was  also  denounced  against  Pashur ;  as  it  is  said, 
the  Lord  hath  not  called  thy  name  Pashur,  but  Magor-missabib  ; 
for  thus  saith  the  Lord,  Izvill  make  thee  a  terror  to  thyself,  and 
to  all  thy  friends,  Jer.  xx.  3,  4. 

And  Judas,  after  he  had  betrayed  our  Saviour,  was  filled 
with  the  terrors  of  an  accusing  conscience,  which  forced  him 
to  confess,  not  as  a  believing  penitent,  but  a  despairing  crimi- 
nal; I  have  sinned  in  that  I  have  betrayed  the  innocejit  blood; 
after  which  it  is  said.  He  departed,  and  xveJit  and  hanged  him- 
self, Matt,  xxvii.  4,  5.  Nothing  is  more  terrible  than  this  re- 
morse of  conscience,  which  renders  sinners  inexpressibly  mise- 
rable. This  is  a  punishment  inflicted  on  those  who  sin  wilfully, 
presumptuously,  and  obstinately  against  the  checks  of  con- 
science and  rebukes  of  providence,  and  various  warnings  to  the 
contrary,  who  treasure  up  to  themselves  wrath  against  the  day 
of  wrath ;  who  are  conteyitioiis,  and  do  not  obey  the  truth  ;  that 
is,  they  are  so  far  from  obeying  it,  that  they  persecute  and  op- 
pose it ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  obey  unrighteousness :  to  these 
belong,  as  the  apostle  says,  indignation  and  wrath -^  tribulation 

*  Set  Vol.  II.  page  154. 

Vol.  III.  O  o 
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and  anguish^  Rom.  ii.  5,  8,  9.  This  not  only  waits  for  them,  aa 
laid  up  in  store,  and  sealed  vp  among-  God^s  treasures.^  to  xvhom 
'vengeance  belongetli,  Deut.  Xxxii.  34,  o5.  but  they  are  made  to 
taste  the  bitterness  of  that  cup,  which  shall  afterwards  be  pour- 
ed forth  without  mixture.  In  this  world  their  eyes  shall  see 
their  destruction,  and  afterwards  they  shall  drink  of  the  xvrath 
of  the  Almighty,  Job  xxi.  20.  This  is  a  most  affecting  subject; 
how  awful  a  thing  is  it  to  see  a  person  surrounded  with  mise- 
ries, and,  at  the  same  time,  shut  up  in  darkness,  and  left  des- 
titute of  hope  !  With  what  horror  and  anguish  was  the  soul 
of  Saul  filled,  when  he  uttered  that  doleful  complaint ;  /  am 
sore  distressed ;  for  the  Philistines  make  war  against  me,  and 
God  is  departed  from  me,  1  Sam,  xxviii.  15.  much  more  for  a 
person  to  apprehend  himself  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  living 
God,  who  is  a  consuming  fire  ;  and  having  nothing  left  but  the 
fearful  expectation  of  future  judgment,  and  an  abyss  of  woes 
that  will  ensue  hereupon.  These  are  the  evils  that  some  en- 
dure in  this  life ;  which  is  no  less  terrible  to  them  than  the 
comfortable  foretastes  of  the  love  of  God  are  joyful  to  the 
saints. 

From  the  different  view  of  the  end  of  the  wicked,  and  the 
righteous,  many  useful  instructions  may  be  learned. 

1.  When  we  consider  the  wicked  as  distressed  with  the  af- 
flicting sense  of  what  they  feel,  and  with  the  dread  of  that 
wrath  which  they  would  fain  flee  from,  but  cannot,  we  may 
infei", 

(1.)  That  a  state  of  unregeneracy,  whatever  advantages  may 
attend  it,  as  to  the  outward  blessings  of  common  providence,  is 
a  very  sad  and  deplorable  condition,  far  from  being  the  object 
of  choice  to  those  who  duly  consider  the  consequences  here- 
of. The  present  amusements  that  arise  from  the  enjoyment  of 
sensual  pleasures,  from  whence  the  sinner  concludes  himself  to 
be  happy,  is  the  most  miserable  instance  of  self-deceit,  and  will 
appear  to  be  so,  if  we  consider  the  end  thereof,  or  that  the 
triwnphing  of  the  wicked  is  short,  and  the  joy  of  the  hypocrite 
but  for  a  moment.  Job  xx.  5.  and  after  that,  nothing  shall  re- 
main but  what  wounds  his  spirit,  and  makes  his  misery  into- 
lerable. 

(2.)  When  we  meet  with  instances  of  persons  sunk  in  the 
depths  of  despair,  and  tormenting  themselves  with  the  fore  ■ 
views  of  hell  and  destruction,  let  this  be  a  warning  to  others 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come.  I  would  not  be  peremptory  in 
passing  a  judgment  on  the  state  of  those  who  apprehend  them- 
selves to  be  irretrievably  lost,  and  feel  those  terrors  in  their 
consciences  which  no  tongue  can  express.  A  person  can  hard- 
ly read  the  account  of  the  despair  of  poor  Spira,  soon  after 
the  reformation ;  and  how  much  his  sentiments  concerning 
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himself,  resembled  the  punishment  of  sin  in  hell,  without  trem- 
bling :  he  was,  indeed,  a  sad  instance  of  the  wrath  of  God 
breaking  in  upon  conscience ;  and  is  set  up  as  a  monument  to 
warn  others,  to  take  heed  of  apostacy ;  and  in  this,  and  such- 
like instances,  we  have  a  convincing  proof  of  the  reality  of  a 
future  state  of  misery ;  or,  that  the  punishment  of  sin  in  hell 
is  not  an  ungrounded  fancy :  nevertheless,  it  is  not  for  us  to 
enter  into  those  secrets  which  belong  not  to  us,  or  to  reckor, 
him  among  the  damned  in  another  world,  because  he  reckoned 
himself  among  them  in  this.  And  as  for  any  others  that  we 
may  see  in  the  like  circumstances,  we  are  not  so  much  to  pass 
a  judgment  concerning  their  future  state,  as  to  infer  the  despe- 
rate estate  of  sinners,  when  left  of  God,  and  to  bless  him  that 
it  is  not  our  case.  And  on  the  other  hand,  let  not  unregenerate. 
sinners  think  that  they  are  safe,  merely  because  their  consciences 
are  quiet,  or  rather  stupid,  since  that  false  peace,  which  they 
have,  is  no  better  than  the  hope  of  the  hypocrite^  which  shall 
perish^  and  be  cut  off;  and  his  trust  shall  be  as  a  spider''s  xvcb, 
if  he  continue  in  his  present  condition. 

From  what  has  been  said  concerning  the  happiness  of  the 
righteous,  in  the  enjoyment  they  have  of  the  fii'st  fruits  of  the 
heavenlv  glory,  we  may  learn, 

(1.)  That  this  may  afford  farther  conviction  to  us,  that  there 
is  a  state  of  complete  blessedness  reserved  for  the  saints  in  ano- 
ther world  ;  since,  besides  the  arguments  we  have  to  prove  this 
taken  from  scripture,  we  have  others  founded  in  experience,  so 
far  as  it  is  possible  for  any  to  attain  to  the  joys  of  heaven  be- 
fore they  come  there.  Though  the  instances  we  have  here  given 
thereof  are  uncommon,  yet  this  inference  from  them  is  just, 
and  may  afford  matter  of  conviction  to  those  who  are  wholly 
taken  up  with  earthly  things,  and  have  no  taste  of,  nor  delight 
in  things  spiritual,  that  religion  has  its  own  rewards  attending 
it,  and  consequently  that  a  believer  is  the  only  happy  man  in 
the  world. 

(2.)  This  may  serve  as  an  encouraging  motive  to  induce 
Christians  to  hold  on  their  way.  Whatev-er  difhculties  or  dis- 
tressing providences  they  may  meet  with  in  this  life,  if  they 
have  the  earnest  and  foretastes  of  heaven  at  any  time,  this  will 
make  their  afflictions  seem  light;  inasmuch  as  they  work  for 
them  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  And 
if  they  are  rather  waiting  and  hoping  for  them,  than  actually 
enjoying  them,  let  them  adore  and  depend  on  the  sovereignty 
of  God,  who  dispenses  these  comforts  when  he  pleases  :  and  if 
they  are  destitute  of  the  joy  of  faith,  let  them  endeavour  to  be 
found  in  the  lively  exercise  of  the  direct  acts  thereof,  trusting 
in  Christ,  though  they  have  not  such  sensible  communion  with 
him  as  others  have ;  and  let  them  bless  God,  (though  they  have 
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not  those  foretastes  of  the  heavenly  glory,  which  accompany  a 
full  assurance  thereof,)  if  they  have  a  quiet,  composed  frame 
of  spirit,  and  are  not  given  up  to  desponding  thoughts,  or  un- 
believing fears,  and  have  ground  to  conclude,  that  though  their 
state  be  not  so  comfortable  as  that  of  others ;  yet  it  is  no  less 
safe,  and  shall,  at  last,  issue  into  the  fruition  of  that  felicity  of 
tvhich  others  have  the  first-fruits  here  on  earth. 

(3.)  hex  them  who  are  at  any  time  favoured  with  this  pri- 
vilege of  assurance,  and  the  joy  that  arises  from  it,  walk  very 
humbly  with  God,  as  being  sensible  that  this  frame  of  spirit  is 
not  owing  to  themselves,  but  to  the  quickening  and  sealing  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and  if,  by  neglecting  to  depend 
on  him  for  the  continuance  thereof,  we  provoke  him  to  leave 
us  to  ourselves,  we  shall  soon  lose  this  desirable  frame,  and  be 
left  in  darkness :  since  as  without  him  we  can  do  nothing,  so 
without  his  continued  presence  we  can  enjoy  none  of  those  pri- 
vileges which  tend  to  make  our  lives  comfortable,  and  give  us 
an  anticipation  of  future  glory. 


Quest.  LXXXIV.  Shall  all  men  die  ? 

Answ.  Death  being  threatened  as  the  wages  of  sin,  it  is  ap- 
pointed unto  all  men  once  to  die ;  for  that  all  have  sinned. 

Quest.  LXXXV.  Death  being  the  xvages  of  sin^  tohy  are  not 
the  righteous  delivered  from  death^  seeing  all  their  sifis  arc 
forgiven  in  Christ  P 

Answ.  The  righteous  shall  be  delivered  from  death  itself  at 
the  last  day,  and  even  in  death  are  delivered  from  the  sting 
and  curse  of  it ;  so  that,  although  they  die,  yet  it  is  out  of 
God's  love,  to  free  them  perfectly  from  sin  and  misery,  and 
to  make  them  capable  of  farther  communion  with  Christ  in 
glory,  which  they  then  enter  upon. 

IN  these  answers  we  have  an  account, 
I.  Of  the  unalterable  purpose  of  God,  or  his  appointment 
that  all  men  once  must  die ;  which  is  also  considered  as  the 
wages  of  sin. 

II.  It  is  supposed,  that  death  has  a  sting  and  curse  attending 
it  with  respect  to  force. 

III.  It  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  righteous,  that  though 
they  shall  not  be  delivered  from  death,  yet  this  shall  redound 
to  their  advantage  :  For, 

1.  The  sting  and  curse  of  it  is  taken  from  them. 

2.  Their  dying  is  the  result  of  God's  love  to  them ;  and  that 
in  three  respects, 
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(1.)  As  they  are  thereby  fieed  from  sin  and  misery. 

(2.)  As  they  are  made  capable  of  farther  communion  with 
Christ  in  glory,  beyond  what  they  can  have  in  this  world. 

(3.)  As  they  shall  immediately  enter  upon  that  glorious  and 
blessed  state  when  they  die. 

I.  God  has  determined,  by  an  unalterable  purpose  and  de- 
cree, that  all  men  must  die.  Whatever  different  sentiments  per- 
sons may  have  about  other  things,  this  remains  an  incontesta- 
ble truth.  We  have  as  much  reason  to  conclude  that  we  shall 
leave  the  world,  as,  at  present,  Ave  have  that  we  live  in  it.  / 
know^  says  Job,  that  thou  wilt  bring  me  to  deaths  and  to  the 
house  appointed  for  all  living.  Job  xxx.  23.  and  upon  this  ac- 
count the  Psalmist  says,  I  am  a  stranger  with  thee,  and  a  so- 
journer,  as  all  my  fathers  were,  Psal.  xxxix.  12.  And  if  scrip- 
ture had  been  wholly  silent  about  the  frailty  of  man,  daily  ex- 
perience would  have  afforded  a  sufficient  proof  of  it.  We  have 
much  said  concerning  man's  mortality  in  the  writings  of  the; 
heathen ;  but  they  are  at  a  loss  to  determine  the  origin  or  first 
cause  of  it ;  and  therefore  they  consider  it  as  the  unavoidable 
consequence  of  the  frame  of  nature,  arising  from  the  contextm-e 
thereof,  as  that  which  is  formed  out  of  the  dust  must  be  resol- 
ved into  its  first  principle ;  or  that  which  is  composed  of  flesh 
and  blood,  cannot  but  be  liable  to  corruption.  But  we  have  this 
matter  set  in  a  true  light  in  scripture,  which  considers  death  as 
the  consequence  of  man's  first  apostacy  from  God.  Before  this 
he  was  immortal,  and  would  have  always  remained  so,  had  he 
not  violated  the  covenant,  in  which  the  continuance  of  his  im- 
mortality was  secured  to  him ;  the  care  of  providence  would 
have  prevented  a  dissolution,  either  from  the  decays  of  nature, 
or  any  external  means  leading  to  it.  And  therefore  some  of  the 
Socinian  writers  have  been  very  bold  in  contradicting  the  ex- 
press account  we  have  hereof  in  Scripture,  when  they  assert 
that  death  was,  at  first,  the  consequence  of  nature  ;*  for  which 
reason  man  would  have  been  liable  to  it,  though  he  had  not 
sinned  ;  whereas  the  apostle  says.  By  one  man  sin  entered  into 
the  world,  and  death  by  sin,  and  so  death  passed  upon  all  men^ 
for  that  all  have  sinned,  Rom.  v.  12. 

We  have  a  particular  account  of  this  in  the  sentence  God 
passed  on  our  first  parents  immediately  after  their  fall ;  when 
having  denounced  a  curse  upon  the  ground  for  their  sake,  he 
says,  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou  return,  Gen.  iii. 
19.  And  it  may  be  observed,  that  as  this  is  unavoidable,  pur- 
suant to  the  decree  of  God,  so  the  constitution  of  our  nature, 
as  well  as  the  external  dispensations  of  providence,  lead  to  it. 
This  sentence  no  sooner  took  place,  but  the  temperament  of 

*  Sequela  naturte. 
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human  bodies  was  altered,*  the  jarring  principles  of  nature,  on 
the  due  temperament  whereof  life  and  health  depends,  could 
not  but  have  a  tendency  by  degrees  to  destroy  the  frame  there- 
of; if  there  be  too  great  a  confluence  of  humour.?,  or  a  defect 
thereof;  if  heat  or  cold  immoderately  prevails:  if  the  circula- 
tion of  the  blood  and  juices  be  too  sv/ift  or  slow  :  or  if  the  food 
on  which  we  live,  or  the  air  which  we  breathe  be  not  agreeable 
to  the  constitution  of  our  nature,  or  any  external  violence  be 
offered  to  it ;  all  these  things  have  a  necessary  tendency  to 
weaken  the  frame  of  nature,  and  bring  on  a  dissolution.  David 
includes  the  various  means  by  which  men  die,  in  three  general 
heads,  speaking  concerning  Saul,  The  Lord  shall  smite  him,  ov 
his  day  shall  come  to  die,  or  he  shall  descend  into  battle,  and 
perish:  the  Lord  shall  smite  him,  1  Sam.  xxvi.  10.  denotes  a 
person's  dying  by  a  sudden  stroke  of  providence,  in  which  there 
is  the  more  immediate  hand  of  God;  and  his  fallzjig-  into  battle^ 
a  violent  death  by  the  hands  of  men ;  in  both  wliich  respects 
men  die  before  that  time  which  they  might  have  lived  to,  ac- 
cording to  the  course  of  nature ;  and  what  is  said  concerning 
his  day^s  coming  to  die  ;  that  is,  a  person*s  dying  what  we  call 
a  natural  death,  or  when  nature  is  so  spent  and  wasted  that  it 
can  no  longer  subsist  by  all  the  skill  of  the  physicians,  or  vir- 
tue of  medicine ;  and  then  the  soul  leaves  its  habitation,  when 
it  is  not  longer  able  to  perform  the  functions  of  life. 

We  might  here  consider  those  diseases  that  are  the  fore-run- 
ners of  death,  which  sometimes  are  more  acute ;  and  by  this 
means,  as  one  elegantly  expresses  it,  nature  feels  the  cruel  vic- 
tory before  it  yields  to  the  enemy.  As  a  ship  that  is  tossed  by 
a  mighty  tempest,  and  by  the  concussion  of  the  winds  and 
waves,  loses  its  rudder  and  masts,  takes  water  in  every  part, 
and  gradually  sinks  into  the  ocean :  so  in  the  shipwreck  of  na- 
ture, the  body  is  so  shaken  and  weakened  by  the  violence  of  a 
disease,  that  the  senses,  the  animal  and  vital  operations  decline, 
and,  at  last,  are  extinguished  in  death.f  This  seemed  so  for- 
midable to  good  Hezekiah,  that  he  utters  that  mournful  com- 
plaint, Mifie  age  is  departed  and  removed  from  ?}ie  as  a  shep- 
herd^s  tent :  I  hai)e  cut  off  like  a  weaver,  my  life  ;  he  7vill  cut  me 
eff  with  pining  sickness  .-from  day  even  to  night,  wilt  thou  make 
an  end  of  me.  L reckoned  till  the  viorning,  that  as  a  lion,  so  will 
he  break  all  viy  bones  :  from  day  even  to  ?iight  wilt  thou  make  an 
end  of  me,  Isa.  xxxvii.  12,  13. 

We  might  here  consider  the  empire  of  death  as  universal ; 
as  the  wise  man  says.  One  ge?ieration  passeth  away,  and  ano- 
ther generation  Cometh,  Eccl.  i.  4.  and  then  they  pass  away  also, 
like  the  ebbing  and  flowing  of  the  sea.  Death  spares  none ;  the 

*  Before  this  there  7vas  wJiat  some  call  temperamentum  ad  pondus,  which  T:a$ 
lost  by  sin ;  and  a  broken  constitution,  leading  to  mortalit'j  ensued  therevpm. 
t  See  Dr.  j^ates  on  Death,  chap,  ii 
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Strongest  constitution  can  no  more  withstand  its  stroke,  than 
the  weakest ;  no  age  of  man  is  exempted  from  it.  This  is  beau- 
tifully described  by  Job  ;  One  dieth  in  his  full  strength^  being 
zvholly  at  ease  (aid  qidet :  his  breasts  are  full  of  ynilk^  and  his 
hones  are  moistened  with  marroxv :  and  ariother  dieth  in  the  bit- 
terness of  his  soul ;  and  never  eateth  -with  pleasure:  they  shall 
lie  down  alike  in  the  dust^  and  the  xvorms  shall  cover  them^  Job 
xxi.  23 — 26. 

We  might  also  consider  the  body  after  death,  as  a  prey  for 
worms,  the  seat  of  corruption ;  and  lodged  in  the  grave,  the 
house  appointed  for  all  living ;  and  then  an  end  is  put  to  all  the 
actions,  as  well  as  enjoyments  of  this  life  ;  and,  as  the  Psalmist 
speaks,  In  that  very  day  all  their  thoughts  perish^  Psal.  cxlvi.  4. 
Whatever  they  have  been  projecting,  whatever  schemes  they 
have  laid,  either  for  themselves  or  others,  are  all  broken :  as 
the  historian  observes  concerning  the  Roman  emperor,  that 
when  he  had  formed  great  designs  for  the  advantage  of  the 
empire,*  death  broke  all  his  measures,  and  prevented  the  exe- 
cution thereof. 

We  might  also  consider  it  as  putting  an  end  to  our  present 
enjoyments,  removing  us  from  the  society  of  our  dearest  friends, 
to  a  dismal  and  frightful  solitude.  This  was  one  of  the  conse- 
quences thereof,  that  was  very  afflictive  to  Hezekiah,  when  he 
says,  /  shall  behold  man  no  more  xvith  the  inhabitants  of  the 
worlds  Isa.  xxxviii.  11.  It  also  strips  us  of  all  our  possessions, 
and  the  honours  we  have  been  advanced  to  in  this  world,  as 
the  Psalmist  speaks.  When  he  dieth  he  shall  carry  nothing 
axvaij^  his  glorij  shall  not  descend  after  him^  Psal.  xlix.  27. 

We  might  also  consider  the  time  of  life  and  death  as  being 
in  God's  hand.  As  we  were  brought  into  the  world  by  the  so- 
vereignty of  his  providence,  so  we  are  called  out  of  it  at  his 
pleasure;  concerning  whom  it  is  said,  Our  titnes  are  in  his  handy 
Psal.  xxxi.  15.  So  that  as  nothing  is  more  certain  than  death, 
nothing  is  more  uncertain  to  us  than  the  time  when.  I'his  God 
has  concealed  from  us  for  wise  ends.  Did  we  know  that  we 
should  soon  die,  it  would  discourage  us  from  attempting  any 
thing  great  in  life  ',  and  did  we  know  that  the  lease  of  life  was 
long,  and  we  should  certainly  arrive  to  old  age;  this  might  oc- 
casion the  delaying  all  concerns  about  our  soul's  welfare,  as 
presuming  that  it  was  time  enough  to  think  of  the  affairs  of 
religion  and  another  world,  when  we  apprehend  ourselves  to 
be  near  the  confines  thereof;  and  therefore,  God  has  by  this, 
made  it  our  wisdom,  as  well  as  our  duty,  to  be  waiting  all  the 
days  of  our  appointed  time,  till  our  change  come. 

From  what  has  been  said  under  this  head,  we  may  learn, 

1.  The  vanity  of  man  as  mortal.  Indeed,  if  we  look  on  be- 
lievers as  enjoying  that  happiness  which  lies  beyond  the  grave, 
*   Vid.  Suston.  in  Vit.  Jul.  Cces.  TalUi  ogentem  afq;  vifditanterr.  r.ers prtveviT'. 
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there  is  a  very  diflerent  view  of  things ;  but  as  to  what  re- 
spects the  world  we  have  reason  to  say  as  the  Psahnist  <;Ioes, 
Verily.,  every  man  at  his  best  estate  is  altogether  vanity^  Psal. 
xxxix.  5.  We  may  see  the  vanity  of  all  those  honours  and 
carnal  pleasures  which  many  pursue  Vi^ith  so  much  eagerness, 
as  though  they  had  nothing  else  to  mind,  nothing  to  make  pro- 
vision for  but  the  flesh,  which  they  do  at  the  expence  of  that 
Avhich  is  in  itself  most  excellent  and  desirable  :  We  may  also 
infer, 

2.  That  this  affords  an  undeniable  and  universal  motive  to 
humility  ;  since  death  knows  no  distinction  of  persons,  regards 
the  rich  no  more  than  the  poor  ;  puts  no  mark  of  distinction 
between  the  reiTiains  of  a  prince  and  a  peasant  ;  and  not  only 
takes  away  every  thing  that  men  value  themselves  upon,  but 
levels  the  highest  part  of  mankind  v,'ith  common  dust  :  They 
who  boast  of  their  extract,  descent,  and  kindred,  are  obliged, 
with  Job,  to  say,  to  corruption^  Thou  art  my  father  ;  to  the 
worm^  Thou  art  my  mother  and  7ny  sister..  Job  xvii.  14.  Shall 
we  be  proud  of  our  habitations,  "who  dxvell  in  houses  of  clay ^ 
-whose  foundation  is  in  the  dust  ?  chap.  iv.  19.  Are  any  proud 
of  their  youth  and  beauty  ?  this  is,  at  best,  but  like  a  flower 
that  does  not  abide  long  in  its  bloom,  and  when  cut  down,  it 
withers.  The  finest  features  are  not  only  spoiled  by  death,  but 
rendered  unpleasant  and  ghastly  to  behold  ;  and  accordingly 
are  removed  out  of  sight,  and  laid  in  the  grave. 

3.  From  the  consideration  of  man's  iiableness  to  death,  and 
those  diseases  that  lead  to  it,  as  the  wages  of  sin,  we  may  in- 
fer ;  that  sin  is  a  bitter  and  formidable  evil.  The  cause  is  to 
be  judged  of  by  its  effects.  As  death,  accompanied  with  all 
thpse  diseases  which  are  the  forerunners  of  it,  is  the  greatest 
natural  evil  that  we  are  liable  to ;  sin,  from  whence  it  took  its 
rise,  must  be  the  greatest  moral  evil ;  we  should  never  reflect 
-on  the  one  without  lying  low  before  God  in  a  sense  of  the 
other.  The  Psalmist,  when  meditating  on  his  own  mortality, 
traces  it  to  the  spring  thereof;  and  ascribes  it  to  those  rebukes 
with  which  God  corrects  men  for  their  iniquities^  that  they  die, 
and  their  beauty  consumes  away  like  a  moth^  Psal.  xxxix.  11. 
And  elsewhere,  when  he  compares  the  life  of  man  to  the  grass, 
which  in  the  morning  fiourisheth,  and  grozveth  up  ;  and  in  the 
evening  is  cut  down  and  rvithereth,  he  immediately  adds  ;  thou 
hast  set  our  iniquities  before  thee.,  our  secret  sins  in  the  light  of 
thy  countenance^  Psal.  xc.  6,  8.  And  when  Hezekiah  had  an 
intimation  of  his  recovery,  after  he  had  the  sentence  of  death 
within  himself,  he  speaks  of  his  deliverance  from  ^vt  pit  of  cor- 
ruption^ Isa.  xxxviii.  17.  as  that  which  was  accompanied  with 
God's  casting  all  his  sins  behind  his  back.  And  since  we  can- 
not be  delivered  from  these  sad  effects  of  sin,  till  the  frame  of 
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nature  is  tlissolvcd,  and  afterwards  rebuilt ;  it  should  put  u?. 
upon  using  those  proper  methods  whereby  we  may  be  freed 
from  the  guilt  and  dominion  thereof;  and  accordingly  it  should 
have  a  tendency  to  promote  a  life  of  holiness  in  us. 

4.  From  the  uncertaint}'  of  life,  let  us  be  induced  to  improve 
our  present  time,  and  endeavour  so  to  live,  as  that,  when  God 
calls  us  hence,  we  may  be  ready.  And  therefore,  we  ought 
to  pray  with  the  Psalmist,  So  teach  us  to  7mmher  our  days^  thai: 
we  may  apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom^  Psal.  xc.  12.  that  by  this 
means,  that  which  deprives  us  of  all  earthly  enjoyments,  may 
give  us  an  admission  into  a  better  world,  and  be  the  gate  to 
eternal  life.     This  leads  us  to  consider, 

II.  That  death  has  a  sting  and  curse  annexed  to  it,  with  re- 
spect to  some.  Thus  the  apostle  expressly  says.  The  sting-  of 
death  is  sin^  1  Cor.  xv.  56.  As  sin  at  first  brought  death  into 
the  world  ;  so  it  is  the  guilt  thereof,  lying  on  the  consciences 
of  men,  which  is  the  principal  thing  that  makes  them  afraid  to 
leave  the  world  ;  not  but  that  death  is,  in  itself,  an  evil  that 
nature  cannot  think  of  without  some  reluctancy.  And  there- 
fore the  apostle  Paul,  although  he  expresses  that  assurance 
which  he  had  of  happiness  in  another  world,  vf\\\ch.h^  groaned 
after,  and  earnestly  longed  to  be  possessed  of;  yet  had  it  been, 
put  to  his  choice,  he  v/oukl  have  wished  that  he  could  have  been 
clothed  upon  xvith  the  house  xuhich  is  from  heaven^  2  Cor.  v.  2- 
that  is,  had  it  been  the  will  of  God,  that  he  might  have  beea 
brought  to  heaven  v/ithout  going  the  way  of  all  the  earth,  this 
would  have  been  more  agreeable  to  nature.  But  when  the  two 
evils  of  death  meet  together,  namely,  that  which  is  abhorrent 
to  nature,  and  the  sting  which  makes  it  much  more  formidable, 
this  is,  beyond  measure,  distressing.  In  this  answer,  the  sting 
and  curse  of  death  are  both  put  together,  as  implying  the  same 
thing.  Accordingly,  it  is  that  whereby  a  person  apprehends 
himself  liable  to  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law,  separated 
from  God,  and  excluded  from  his  favour,  so  that  death  ap- 
pears to  him  to  be  the  beginning  of  sorrows;  this  is  that  which 
tends  to  embitter  it,  and  fills  him  with  dread  and  horror  at  the 
thoughts  of  it.     Which  leads  us, 

III.  To  shew  that  it  is  the  peculiar  privilege  of  the  righte- 
ous, that  though  they  shall  not  be  delivered  from  death,  yet 
this  shall  redound  to  their  advantage.  That  they  shall  not  be 
exempted  from  death  is  evident ;  because  the  decree  of  God 
relating  hereunto,  extends  to  all  men.  We  read,  indeed,  of 
two  that  escaped  the  grave,  viz.  Enoch,  who  was  translated 
that  he  should  not  see  death,  and  Elijah,  who  was  carried  to 
heaven  in  a  fiery  chariot ;  but  these  are  extraordinary  instan- 
ces, not  designed  as  precedents,  by  which  we  may  judge  of  the 
common  lot  of  believers.     And  the  saints  that  shall  be  found 

Vol.  II L  P  P 
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alive  at  Chrisl*s  second  coming,  shall  undergo  a  change  *,  as 
the  aposde  speaks  ;  which  though  it  be  equi\  alent  to  death,  it 
cannot  properly  be  styled  a  dying  ;  inasmuch  as  lie  opposes  it 
thereunto,  when  he  says,  JVe  shall  not  all  sleeps  but  7ve  .shall  all 
be  changed,  1  Cor.  xv.  51.  and  he  speaks  of  it  as  a  future  dis- 
pensation of  providence,  which  does  not  immediately  concern 
us  in' this  present  age.  Thereiore  we  must  not  conclude  that 
believers  are  delivered  from  the  stroke  of  death ;  nevertheless, 
this  is  ordered  for  their  good,  as  the  apostle  says,  with  a  par- 
ticular application  to  himself.  For  me  to  die  is  g-ai?2,  Phil.  i.  21. 
And  when  he  speaks  oi  the  many  blessings  that  believers  have 
in  possession  or  in  reversion,  he  says,  Death  is  yours ;  as  though 
he  should  say,  it  shall  redound  to  your  advantage  ;  and  this  it 
does  if  w^e  consider, 

1.  That  the  sting  of  death  is  taken  aw^ay  from  them.  This 
is  the  result  of  their  being  in  a  justified  state  j  for  since  a  per- 
son's being  liable  to  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law  is  the 
principal  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to  make  him  uneasy,  and 
may  be  trulj'  called  the  sting  that  wounds  the  conscience  ;  so 
a  sense  of  his  interest  in  forgiveness  through  the  blood  of  Christ, 
tends  to  give  peace- to  it;  such  an  one  can  say,  who  shall  lay 
any  thing  to  my  charge  ?  It  is  God  that  justifieth  ;  or  though 
I  have  contracted  guilt,  which  renders  me  unworthy  of  his  fa- 
vour ;  yet  I  am  persuaded  that  this  guilt  is  removed  ;  and 
therefore  iniquity  shall  not  be  my  ruin  °,  and  even  death  itself 
shall  bring  me  to  the  possession  of  those  blessings  that  were 
purchased  for  me  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  which  I  have  been 
enabled  to  apply  to  myself  by  faith  ;  and  with  this  confidence 
he  can  say  with  the  apostle,  0  dtath^  xvhcre  is  thy  sting'  f  O 
grave^  xvhcre  is  thy  victory  P   1  Cor.  xv.  55. 

2.  Their  dying  is  an  instance  of  God's  love  to  them.  As 
those  whom  Christ  is  said  to  have  loved  in  the  xvorld^  he  loved 
2mto  the  end  of  his  life  j  so  he  loves  them  to  the  end  of  theirs,. 
John  xiii.  1»  And  as  nothing  has  hitherto  separated  them 
■from  this  love,  nothing  shall  be  able  to  do  it.  There  are  three 
instances  wherein  the  love  of  God  to  dying  believers  discovers 
itself. 

(1.)  In  that  they  are  hereby  freed  from  sin  and  misery ;  this 
they  never  were,  nor  can  be  till  then.  As  for  sin,  there  are  the 
remainders  thereof  in  the  best  of  men,  which  give  them  great 
disturbance,  and  occasion  for  that  daily  conflict  which  there  is 
between  flesh  and  spirit,  as  has  been  before  observed.  But  at 
death  the  conflict  will  be  at  an  end,  and  the  victory  which  they 
shall  obtain  over  it,  compleat.  There  shall  be  no  law  in  the 
members  warring  against  tlie  law-  of  the  mind ;  no  propensity 
or  inclination  to  what  is  evil ;  nor  any  guilt  or  defilement  con.- 
*   See  move  of  this  in  Quest.  Ixxxvii. 
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vracted  ;  which  would  be  inconsistent  with  a  state  of  perfect 
holiness.  And  as  it  is  a  state  of  perfect  happiness,  there  is  an 
entire  freedom  from  all  those  miseries  which  sin  brought  into 
this  lower  world.  These  are  either-  internal  or  external,  per- 
sonal or  relative  ;  none  of  which  shall  occur  to  allay,  or  give 
any  disturbance  to  the  saints'  blessedness  after  death.  But 
more  of  this  will  be  considered  under  a  following  answer  ;  in 
which  we  shall  be  led  to  speak  of  the  happiness  of  the  righ- 
teous at  the  day  of  judgment,  both  in  soul  and  body  *  ;  and 
therefore  we  proceed  to  consider, 

(2.)  That  the  death  of  a  believer  appears  to  be  an  instance 
of  divine  love,  in  that  hereby  he  is  made  capable  of  farther 
communion  with  Christ  in  glory.  Persons  must  be  made  meet 
for  heaven  before  they  are  admitted  to  it.  Though  our  pre- 
sent season  and  day  of  grace  is  a  time  in  which  God  is  train- 
ing his  people  up  for  glory  ;  and  there  is  an  habitual  prepara- 
tion for  it,  when  the  work  of  grace  is  begun  ;  which  is  what 
the  apostle  intends  when  he  speaks  of  some  who  are  made  ifieet 
to  he  made  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  lighty 
Col.  ii.  12.  when  they  were  first  translated  into  Christ's  king- 
dom :  nevertheless  this  falls  very  short  of  that  actual  meet- 
Tiess  which  the  saints  must  have  when  they  are  brought  to  the 
possession  of  the  heavenly  blessedness.  Then  they  shall  be 
made  perfect  in  holiness,  as  will  be  observed  in  the  next  an- 
swer ;  otherwise  there  can  be  no  perfect  happiness. 

And  besides  this,  the  soul  must  be  more  enlarged,  that  here- 
by it  may  be  enabled  to  receive  the  immediate  discoveries  of 
the  divine  glory,  or  to  converse  vv'ith  the  heavenly  inhabitants, 
than  it  can  be  here.  Ihe  frame  of  nature  must  be  changed  ; 
which  is  what  the  apostle  intends,  when  he  says,  Flesh  and 
blood  cannot  inherit  tJie  kingdom  ofGod^  neither  doth  corruptio7i 
inherit  incorriiption^  1  Cor.  xv.  50.  accordingly  he  adds,  ver. 
5'i.  This  corruptible  -must  put  on  incorruption^  and  this  tnortal 
must  put  on  immortalitij  ;  whereby  he  intimates,  that  frail,  mor- 
tal, and  corruptible  man,  is  not  able  to  bear  that  glory  which 
is  reserved  for  a  state  of  immortality.  Therefore  the  soul 
must  be  so  changed  as  to  be  rendered  receptive  thereof;  and 
in  order  thereto,  all  its  powers  and  faculties  must  be  greatly 
enlarged  ;  otherwise  it  can  no  more  receive  the  immediate  rays 
f/f  the  divine  glory,  than  the  weak  and  distempered  eye  can 
look  steady  on  the  sun  shining  in  its  meridian  brightness.  In 
this  world  our  ideas  of  divine  things  are  very  imperfect,  by 
reason  of  the  narrowness  of  our  capacities,  and  God  conde- 
scends to  reveal  himself  to  us  in  proportion  thereto;  but  when 
the  saints  shall  see  him  as  he  is,  or  have  a  perfect  and  imme- 
diate vision  and  fruition  of  his  glory,  they  shall  be  made  recep- 

*    See  Qirei:t.  aC. 
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tivc  of  it ;  this  is  done  at  death  ;  whereby  they  are  rendered 
capable  of  farther  communion  with  Christ  in  glory.  («) 


Cfl)  'Vhe  belief"  of  a  separate  state  is  very  ancient.  Cicero  and  Seneca  have  as- 
stited,  that  all  nations  believed  the  immortality  ofthc  soul.  Yet  we  know  there 
were  not  only  indiviikiuls,  but  sects  who  were  exceptions.  Saul  the  first  kinjj 
of  Israel  believed  that  the  soul  survived  the  death  of  the  body,  or  he  would  nel- 
tiifcr  have  made  laws  aijainst  necromancers,  nor  have  applied  to  one  in  his  dis- 
tresses. If  Samuel  was  raised,  it  is  a  fact,  directly  in  point,  but  the  words  though 
express,  are  probably  an  accommodation  to  the  sentiments  of  men.  The  son  of 
Sirach  who  lived  two  hundred  years  before  Christ,  says  that  Samuel  prophesied 
after  he  was  dead.  (Ecclus.  c.  46.  v.  20.)  And  Josephus  in  his  account  of  the 
life  of  Saul,  shows  his  belief  to  be  that  Samuel  actually  arose.  The  same  fears 
of  apparitions  which  the  disciples  had,  still  exist  with  the  common  people,  and  are 
proofs  that  they  entertain  the  same  sentiment. 

Some  of  the  Pharisees,  wiio  are  represented  as  believing  a  separate  state, 
tiiought  souls  might  return  to  other  bodies.  This  was  the  opinion  of  Josephus 
As'ith  respect  to  the  virtuous  ;  and  also  of  those  Jews,  who  supposed  that  Jesus 
was  Elijah,  or  Jeremiah  ;  but  the  question  of  the  disciple.s,  whether  a  man  had 
been  born  blind  for  his  own  sins,  implies  apossibllity  of  a  return  also  of  the  v.'ick- 
ed  into  other  bodies.  Nevertheless  the  prevailing  opinion  of  tlie  Pharisees  was 
of  a  separate  state  ;  otherwise  Paul's  professing  their  sentiments,  which  must 
have  been  known  tohiin,  wasdisingeTiuous;  nor,  iftheyliad  known  the  differt^nce, 
^ould  they  h.ive  protected  him.  The  approbation  of  the  multitude  when  Ire 
proved  the  doctrioe  from  the  words  of  Jehovah  to  Moses  at  the  bush,  (Matt.  xxii. 
32.)  and  the  parable  uf  Lazarus  and  the  rich  man,  evince  tliat  the  common  opi- 
n-.on  was  such. 

This  subject,  has  been  enlightened,  notfirstbroughtto light,  through  theGospel, 
but  plainlv  asserted ;  this  dm)  shalt  thou  be  vith  vv.  in  paradise.  Jit  home  in  the  budy, 
and  absent  from  the  Lord,  absent  from  the  budy,  cnid present  ivith  the  Lord,  is  de- 
scriptive but  of  two  states.  The  desire  to  depart  to  be  with  Christ,  shows  an  im- 
mediate expectation.  And  otherwise  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  spnnts  of  just  men 
are  made  perfect. 

I'he  Jews,  Greeks,  and  Romans  assigned  the  Heaven  to  the  gods,  earth  to  men, 
and  under  the  cartli  ('71X1!',  oS'h;,  inferi)  to  the  dead.  'I'he  passages  "  tiie  spi- 
rit shall  return  to  God,"  and  "  the  spirit  of  a  man  goetli  upwards  '  are  not  ex- 
ceptions, for  then  they  would  prove  that  the  evil,  as  well  as  the  good,  went  to  hea- 
ven. That  the  spirit  is  disposed  of  by  God,  and  that  the  spirit  of  a  man  survives 
the  death  of  the  body,  seem  to  be  all  that  is  respectively  implied.  Samuel  was 
believed  to  come  out  vA',  and  return  to  his  place  under  the  earth  ;  and  Saul  was 
to  be  with  him,  below  the  earth  ;  but,  possibly,  in  a  different  apartment.  Thus 
Abraham  and  Lazarus  were  in  sigiit  ot',  and  only  divided  from  the  maa  in  tor- 
ments by  a  gulph. 

Under  the  gospel  tlie  place  of  separate  saints  is  represented  to  be  in  Heaven. 
Heaven  had  been  always  assigned  to  God  among  the  Jews,  and  even  the  heathens 
thought  it  the  most  honourable  place :  Virgil  assigned  it  to  C:esar.  Jesus  declared 
became  from  thence,  and  would  return  thither;  and  for  the  comfort  of  his  disci- 
ples, told  them,  he  would  prepare  a  place  for  them,  and  take  them  to  himself. 
Tiiey  saw  him  actually  ascend.  He  is  to  come  from  thence,  and  to  bring  thcni 
with  him  to  judgment. 

'J'his  ch.ange  of  representation  implies  no  contradiction,  for  pure  spirits  are  not 
con!ined  to  place.  Our  souls  are  connected  with  our  bodies,  and  therefore  go  and 
come  with,  or  rather  in  them.  But  v.hen  the  conii^xion  is  broken,  the  soul  can- 
not be  said  to  be  in  one  place  more  than  another,  except  as  it  is  occupied  with 
n.aterial  objects.  It  can  attend  to  one  thing  only  at  once,  and  therefore  when  in, 
jt  cannot  be  out  of  the  body,  and  must  be  wherever  occupied,  but  not  in  any 
place,  except  concerned  with  material  objects.  The  infinite  Spirit  had  no  con- 
nexion with  space  in  all  the  eternity  which  preceded  creation ;  ::iaco  time  begap 
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(3.)  At  death  believers  immediately  enter  upon,  and  are  ad- 
mitted into  the  possession  of  this  glory.  At  the  same  time  tloat 
the  soul  is  enlarged  and  fitted  lor  the  work  and  enjoyment  of 
heaven,  it  is  received  into  it ;  where  it  shall  have  un  uninter- 
rupted communion  with  Christ  in  glory  ;  which  is  the  subject 
insisted  en  in  the  following  answer. 


Quest.  LXXXVI.  JVhat  is  the  coimnunion  in  glory  with 
Christy  •which  the  members  of  the  invisible  church  enjoy  hn^ 
mediately  after  death  ? 

Answ.  The  communion  in  glory  with  Christ,  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  invisible  church  enjoy  immediately  after  death, 
is,  in  that  their  souls  are  then  made  perfect  in  holiness,  and 
received  into  the  highest  heavens,  where  they  behold  the 
face  of  God  in  light  and  glory,  waiting  for  the  full  redemp- 
tion of  their  bodies,  which,  even  in  death,  continue  united 
to  Christ,  and  rest  in  their  graves  as  in  their  beds,  till  at  the 
last  day  they  be  again  united  to  their  souls  :  Whereas  the 
souls  of  the  wicked  are  at  death  cast  into  hell,  where  they 
remain  in  torments  -and  utter  darkness,  and  their  bodies  kept 
in  their  graves,  as  in  their  prisons,  till  the  resurrection  and 
judgment  of  the  great  day. 

AVING  considered  the  soul  as  separated  from  the  body 
by  death  ;  the  next  thing  that  will  be  enquired  into,  is 
v/hat  becomes  of  it,  and  how  it  is  disposed  of  in  its  separate 
.  tate  ?  and  here  we  find  that  there  is  a  vast  difference  between 
ahe  righteous  and  the  v/icked  m  this  respect :  the  former  have 
rominunion  with  Christ  in  glory,  the  latter  are  in  a  state  of 
banishment  and  separation  from  him  ;  being  cast  into  hell,  and 
there  remaining  in  torments  and  utter  darkness.  Both  these 
are  particularly  insisted  on  in  this  answer.  In  speaking  to 
which,  we  must  consider, 

j.s  every  thing  is  known  and  supported  liy  him,  he  is  said  to  be  in  all  places.  But 
".he  idea  of'placeis  not  necessary  to  our  conceptions  ot  Spirit. 

To  speak  of  the  planets  as  tlit  re.sidetice  ol' spirits,  and  to  talk  ol"  souls  flying 
fhrough  the  T/siWe  Heavens  in  qtiest  of  paradise  is  idle.  If  all  souls  must  as- 
cend to  Heaven,  from  India  thev  g"o  m  a  direction  opposite  to  our  course  thitlier. 

Tiiere  is  no  sun  nor  moon  enjoyed  hy  saints  :n  {^lory  ;  the  Lt)rd  is  their  liglit. 
And  spiritual  bodies  are  not  flesh  and  blood,  nor  belly,  nor  nseats  ;  nor  corniiiti- 
'o!e  nor  mortal  ;  but  fit  for  the  society  of  spirits.  Tlie  soul  at  death  is  discharg-- 
'd  from  the  prison  ot"  tiiese  bodies,  and  not  confined  to  place.  It  receives  new 
faculties,  which  entertain  it  witli  movetiir.n  substitutes  for  the  sensations  it  had 
in  the  body ;  it  obtains  a  perception  of  liji^lit  more  vivid  than  in  dreams,  and  per- 
manent. It  enjoys  the  d'.scL-mment,  s(x:iciv,  and  communion  of  other  Spirits  ; 
7he  presence  of  God  and  the  Redeemer ;  and  proj^r.-i.^ies  iu  the  knowledge  a::d  love 
■jf  t«oJ,  and  so  in  holinc::;i;  and  haoplncsj  io':ty'X 
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I.  That  there  is  somethuig  supposed ;  namely,  that  the  soul 
oi  man  is  immortal;  otherwise  it  could  not  be  capable  of  hap- 
piness or  misery. 

n.  We  shall  consider  the  happiness  which  the  members  of 
tlie  invisible  church  enjoy  ;  which  is  called  communion  with 
Christ  in  glory. 

III.  The  misery  which  the  souls  of  the  wicked  endure  at 
death  ;  which  is  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  the  answer. 

I.  To  speak  concerning  the  thing  supposed  in  this  answer ; 
namely,  that  the  soul  of  man  is  immortal.  This  is  a  subject 
of  that  importance,  that  we  must  be  first  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  it  before  we  can  conclude  that  there  is  a  state  of  happiness 
or  misery  in  another  world.  But  before  we  proceed  to  the 
proof  of  it,  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  explain  what  we  are  to  un- 
derstand thereby  ;  accordingly  let  it  be  premised, 

1.  That  wc  read,  in  scripture,  of  the  death  of  the  soul,  in  a 
spiritual  sense,  as  scpamted  by  sin,  from  God,  the  fountain  of 
life  and  blessedness,  and  as  being  destitute  of  a  principle  of 
j^race  ;  wliereby  it  is  utterly  indisposed  to  perform  any  actions 
that  arc  spirimally  good,  as  much  as  a  dead  man  is  unable  to 
perform  the  functions  of  life.  In  this  sense  we  are  to  under- 
stand the  apostle's  words,  S/ie  that  liveth  in  pleasure  is  dead 
'while  she  liveth^  1  Tim.  v.  6.  And  in  this  respect  unregene- 
rate  persons  are  said  to  be  dead  in  trespasses  andsins^  Eph.  ii. 
i.  and  a  condemned  state,  which  is  the  consequence  hereof,  is 
a  state  of  death.  Now  that  which  is  opposed  hereunto,  is  call- 
ed, in  scripture,  a  spiritual  life,  or  immortality;  but  this  is  not 
the  sense  in  which  we  are  to  consider  it  in  our  present  argu- 
ment. 

2.  Immortality  may  be  considered  as  an  attribute  peculiar 
to  God,  as  the  apostle  savs,  he  only  hath  i?nmortaliti/^  1  Tim. 
vi.  16.  the  meaning  of  which  is,  that  his  life,  which  includes 
his  Being,  and  all  his  perfections,  is  necessary  and  independ- 
ent ;  but  in  this  respect  no  creature  is  immortal ;  but  their  life 
is  maintained  by  the  will  and  providence  of  God,  which  gave 
being  to  it  at  first. 

3.  When  we  speak  of  creatures  being  immortal,  we  must 
consider  them  either  as  not  having  any  thing  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  their  nature,  that  tends  to  a  dissolution,  which  cannot 
be  effected  bv  anv  second  cause  ;  or  their  eternal  existence, 
pursuant  to  the  will  of  God,  who  could,  had  he  pleased,  have 
annihilated  them.  It  is  in  both  these  senses  that  we  are  to  con- 
sider the  immortality  of  the  soul. 

That  it  is  in  its  own  nature  immortal,  has  been  allowed  by 
manv  of  the  Heathens,  who  have  had  just  conceptions  of  the 
spirituality  of  its  nature,  possessed  due  regards  to  the  pro- 
vidence of  God,  and  those  marks  of  distinction  that  he  puts  be- 
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twecn  good  and  bad  men,  as  the  consenucncc  of  dicir  behaviour 
in  this  lile.  That  the  soul  survives  the  body,  has  been  rcckou- 
td,  by  some  of  the  Heathens,  as  an  opinion  that  has  ahnost  uni- 
versally obtained  in  the  world  *.  Ihus  Plato  introduces  So- 
crates f  as  discoursing  largely  on  this  subject,  immediately  be- 
fore his  death  :  and,  in  some  other  of  his  Vvritings,  not  onl^y 
asserts,  but  gives  as  good  proofs  of  this  doctrine  as  any  one, 
destitute  of  scripture-light,  could  do.  One  of  his  followers,  in 
the  account  he  gives  of  his  doctrine,  recommends  and  insists 
on  an  argument  Avhich  he  brings  to  prove  it,  which  is  not  with- 
out its  weight,  namely,  that  the  soul  acts  from  a  principle  seat- 
ed in  ks  own  nature,  and  not  by  the  influence  of  some  external 
cause,  as  things  material  do  if;.  And  Strabo  speaks  of  the  an- 
cient  Brachmans,  among  the  Indians,  as  entertaining  some  no- 
tions of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  judgment  passed 
upon  it  in  its  separate  state ;  agreeable  to  what  Plato  advances 
on  that  subject  §. 

Some,  indeed,  have  thought  that  this  notion  took  its  rise  from 
Thales,  the  iNiilesian,  who  lived  betv/een  two  and  three  hun- 
dred years  before  Plato,  and  about  six  hundred  years  before  the 
Christian  7Era,  from  an  occasional  passage  mentioned  by  Dioge- 
nes Laertius,  in  his  life,  which  is  hardly  sufficient  to  justify  this 
supposition  ;  which  he  brings  in  only  as  matter  of  report  * : 
And  Cicero  f  supposes  it  was  first  propagated  by  Pherecydes, 
v/ho  was  cotemporary  with  him  ;  though  Diogenes  Laertius 
makes  no  mention  of  it.  But  it  may  be  inferred  from  many 
things  in  Homer,  the  oldest  writer  in  the  Greek  tongue,  who 
lived  above  three  hundred  years  before  Thales,  that  the  work! 
had  entertained  some  confused  ideas  of  it  in  his  time  :  As  we 
often  find  him  bringing  in  the  souls  of  the  deceased  heroes  ap- 
pearing in  a  form,  and  speaking  with  a  voice  like  that  which 
they  had  when  living,  to  their  surviving  friends.  And  he  not 
only  supposes,  but  plainly  intimates  that  their  souls  existed  In 
a  separate  state  \.     And  in  other  places  he  represents  some  suf- 

*  Vid.  Stnec.  Eplst.  117.  Cum  de  animarumimmortcditate  hqithnur,  non  Itui^ 
j\'jintiitiim  iipitd  lies  habet  consaisits  homimim,  wut  timendnm  ivfiroa,  aut  culevthim. 
Uior  hcic pcrsaasione  publica.  Et.  Cic.  Tusc.  Quest.  Lib.  1.  pennavere  animos  arti' 
trumur  Cbiise/iiu  iiatioiiiirrt  omnhim  ;  qua  in  sede  rnanec.nt,  qualcsgzie  izi'.l  rudone  dii-- 
icndum  est. 

t  InPh^d. 

^   Vid.  Akin,  dc  doct.  Plat.  Cap.  s:xv'.  At;ac«;v«7'>  ife  ?))!r<  tct ->| u;^>iv  i  cm  a-v^u/^i-fku 

^   Vid.  Sirub.   (jtoff.  Lib.  xv.   najui.rri.aina-t  J'i  itu.t  fAv^ov;,  tto-mf  kai  TThiiTuv  ^rtpi  Tt 

rjtt. 

*  rid.  Dia^.  Laert.  in  Vit.  Thai. 
\   Vid.  Cic.  Tiisc.  Quxst.  Lib.  1. 

r    Vid  ILm.  luud.  23.  ';>;.  6o.  &  seq. 
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fering  punishment  for  their  crimes  committed  here  on  earth  *  : 
which  plainly  argues,  whatever  fabulous  account  \vc  have  of  the 
nature  of  punishment,  or  the  person  suffering  it,  that  it  was  an 
opinion,  generally  received  at  that  time,  that  the  soul  existed  in 
a  separate  state. 

And,  indeed,  this  may  be  inferred  from  the  doctrine  of  Dce- 
mons,  or  the  superstitious  Morship  of  the  heathens,  v/hich  they 
paid  to  the  souls  of  those  heroes  who  formerly  lived  on  earthy 
and  had  done  some  things  which  they  thought  rendered  them 
the  peculiar  favourites  of  God,  and  the  objects  of  worship  by 
men;  and  that  their  souls  existed  v/ith  God  in  great  honour 
and  favour  in  a  separate  state  |.  But  passing  this  by,  it  may  be 
farther  observed,  that  whatever  notions  some  of  the  heathens 
had  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul  in  general ;  they  were  very 
much  at  a  loss,  many  of  them,  in  determining  the  place,  or  ma 
ny  things  relating  to  the  state  in  which  they  were  ;  and  there- 
fore many  of  them,  v.-ith  Pythagoras,  asserted  the  doctrine  oi 
transmigration  of  souls,  or  their  passing  from  one  body  to  ano- 
ther ;  and  being  condemned  to  reside  in  vile  and  dishonourable 
bodies ;  which,  though  it  perverts,  yet  doth  not  overthrow  the 
doctrine  of  the  soul's  immortality  ;  and  others  seemed  to  doubt 
whether,  after  four  or  five  courses  of  transmigration  of  souls 
from  one  body  to  another,  they  might  not  at  last  shrivel  into 
nothing. 

It  must  also  be  acknowledged,  that  there  was  a  considerable 

TI'mT  a-Jice  /myfOoi  m  n^t  ojuy.aii]u  ko.k'  tuvin, 

Kat  <iicny.  uttt  tha  oroi  ^ot  uuxja.  t^o. 

'S.Tii  <f '  ttf  'uTTi^  KifU>ji;,  x.aj  /utv  'Cr^is  jui,iov  tliviy_. 

In  -^-hich,  after  he  had  lilled  Hector,  he  addres.^es  hhnse/f  to  his  friend  Patroclvs, 
siguifijing  tliut  he  had  dune  this  to  revenge  his  death;  vpon  -zi-hich,  the  poet  brir.gsin 
I'airoclus  as  appearing  to  him. 

*  Vid.  Odys.  Lib.  xi.  Jin.  575.  &  seq.  in  -zehich  he  speaks  of  the  punishment  ofTi- 
tjfus  and  Tantahis.  In  this,  as  ivell  as  marii/  other  things,  he  is  imitated  by  Virgil. 
See  ..Uneid.  Lib.  vi.  lin.  595,  &  seq. 

f  See  t/iis  argument  managed  ivith  a  great  deal  ofieannng  and  Judgment  Ini 
JHede,  in  his  apostasy  of  the  latter  tines,  -vho proves  that  the  gods  -rvhotn  the  heathen x 
•aorsliipped,  loere  the  son's  of  men  deifyed  or  cannovize4  after  death,  from  many  of 
their  oian  7vriters,  chop.  iv.  and  Voss.  de  or!9.  Ss'c.  idol.  Lib.  1.  cap.  xi,  xii,  xiii.  -a-ho 
refers  to  Lunct.  Lib.  1.  defals.  Belig.  cap.  v.  his  Tcords  are  the.^e  ;  Qiins  imperiti,  ^ 
znsipientcs,  tavqunm  Deos  &  nuncvpant,  £/f  adorant,  nemo  est  tam  inconsiderat?;s, 
qui  non  intelligat  fidsse  mortales.  Qnoniodo  ergo,  itiquiet  aliguis,  Dii  crediti  sunt  ? 
JViniiriim  quia  reges  maximi,  cc  potentissimi  fitcntnt,  ob  merita  virtntvm  suarvn:. 
Cut  nmncrum,  ant  artium  repertnmm,  cum  chari  fuissenl  its,  quibns  imperitavevuiJt,, 
in  niemoriam  sunt  consecrati.  QuQd  si  guis  dubitct,  rrs  eonnn  gestas,  if  facta,  con- 
fideret :  qua  ztnivcrsa  turn  poeta,  turn  historici  veteres,  prodidcrunt.  Et  August,  dc 
Civ.  Dei,  Lib.  viii.  cap.  v.  Ipsi  etiam  majoriim  gentium  Dii,  quos  Cicero  in  Tiiscu- 
lanis,  tacitis  nominibiis  videtur  attingm-e,  Jupiter.  Juno,  Satuvnus,  Vukanus,  Vestn, 
U  afit  plurimi,  quos  Varro  conclur  ud  mundi  partes,  sive  elementa  tran^ferre  homi- 
jiesftnsse  proflimtur.  Et  Cic.  Lib.  1.  de  nat.  Dear.  Quid,  qui  aut  fortes,  autpoteu- 
tes  viros  tradunt  post  mortem  ad  Dcos  perrenisse  ;  ec^q  ;  >p:«/s  quos,  vos  colere,  pre- 
cari,  vcnerariq ;  soleamv.s  ?  . 
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party  among  the  heathen  that  adhered  to  the  sentiments  of  B!pi- 
curus,  who  denied  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  as  supposing  it 
to  be  material.  And  tlie  Sadducees  are  represented,  in  scrip- 
ture, as  imbibing  that  notion;  who  are  said  to  deny  both  an- 
gels and  spirits.  Acts  xxiii.  8.  In  this  respect  they  gave  into 
his  philosophy,  as  to  what  concerns  his  denying  the  immcrtalj- 
ty  of  the  soul,  or  its  existence  in  a  future  state  *  :  But  passing 
this  by,  'we  may  obser\-e,  that  notwithstanding  all  that  has  been 
said  concerning  this  doctrine,  by  the  better  and  wiser  part  of 
the  heathen  in  their  writings  ;  yet  their  notions  seem  vt^ry  de- 
fective, if  we  trace  them  farther  than  what  concerns  the  bare 
separate  existence  of  the  soul ;  or,  if  they  attempt  to  speak  any 
thing  concerning  its  happiness  in  a  future  state,  they  then  dis- 
cover that  they  know  but  litlle  of  this  matter;  and  many  of 
them,  though  they  cannot  deny  the  soul's  immortality,  yet  they 
r^eem  to  hesitate  about  it;  and  therefore  we  may  say  with  the 
apostle,  that  life  andim?nortalky  is  brought  to  light  through  the 
gospel^  2  Tim.  i.  10.  that  is,  if  we  would  be  sure  of  the  immor- 
tality of  the  soul,  and  know  its  state  and  enjoyments  in  another 
world,  we  must  look  farther  than  the  light  of  nature  for  it ; 
and  in  seeking  for  arguments  in  scripture,  we  shall  find  great 
satisfaction  concerning  this  matter,  which  we  cannot  do  from 
the  writers  before  mentioned. 

That  some  of  the  heathen  were  in  doubt  about  this  impor- 
tant truth,  is  very  evident  from  their  writings  ;  for  Plato  him- 
self f,  notwithstanding  the  many  tilings  Avhich  he  represents 
Socrates  as  saying,  concerning  a  state  of  immortality  after  death, 
endeavouring  to  convince  his  friend  Cebes  about  that  matter, 
and  apprehending  that  he  had  so  far  prevailed  in  the  argument, 
as  that  his  antagonist  allowed  that  the  soul  survived  the  body, 
but  yet  held  the  transmigration  of  souls  into  other  bodies  ;  this 
he  seems  to  allow  him,  and  adds,  that  it  is  uncertain  v/hether 
the  soul,  having  vrorn  out  many  bodies,  may  not  at  last  perish 
with  one  that  it  is  united  to  \.  And  he  farther  says  to  him,  that 

*  Some  have  wondered  how  the  Saddjiceei  could  de?iy  angels,  and  yet  receive  the 
J;ve  books  of  Closes,  in  wliich  there  is  ':o  frequent  mention  of  the  appeariivce  of  an' 
gels ;  audit  might  as  well  be  wondered  how  thru  could  make  ant/ pretensions  to  reli- 
ifiofi,  who  deityed  the  immortality  of  the  soi/l ;  but  as  to  both  these,  it  may  be  said  con- 
cerning them,  that  theywtre  the  most  irreligious  part  of  the  Je-ansh  nation.  To  make 
them  consistent  ■u.ith  themselvep,  is  past  l/ie  skill  of  any  who  treat  on  tits  subject. 
Some  .luppose  that  they  understand  all  those  scriptures  that  speak  concerning  the  ap- 
pearance of  angels,  as  importing  nothing  else  but  a  bodi.'y  shape,  appearing  for  a  time, 
and  conversing  with  those  to  whom  it  was  sent,  moved  and  actuated  by  the  divine 
power,  and  then  disappearing  and  vanishiiig  into  notldng. 

t  In  PUd. 

i  His  words  are  these ;  KsSic  (Ts  fAoi  sTc^e  'nslo  /uiv  i,uoi  ^uv  X^T''^'  fl'i:xt/;yicvtoT£f»v  j* 

»  -^vx^fy  TO  Tf^.fvla.icv,  aayn  nalctxiTrnaci  vw  <tvh  it?r(:\x-jnla.t'  K-a  'i  ct/lo  tkIo  bxvalo;,  4'^X''^ 
oAiSfif'  tvti  a-cu/uLU  y  an  ct~iK>.WRcv  nJ'ly  rruuilat. 

Vox .  Uh  Q  q 
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I  must  now  die,  and  you  shall  live  ;  but  which  of  us  is  in  the 
better  state  God  only  knows  *. 

As  for  Aristode,  though,  in  many  places  of  his  writings,  he 
seems  to  maintain  the  immortality  oi  the  soul ;  yet  in  others  it 
appears  that  he  is  in  doubt  about  it ;  and  seems  to  assert,  that 
neither  good  nor  evil  happens  to  any  man  after  his  death  |. 
And  the  Stoicks,  who  did  not  altogether  deny  this'doctrine  ; 
yet  they  supposed  that  in  process  of  time,  it  would  be  dissolv- 
ed \.  And  even  Cicero  himself,  notM'ithstanding  all  that  he 
savs,  by  which  he  seems  to  give  into  this  doctrine  ;  yet  some- 
times speaks  with  great  hesitation  about  it  §.  And  notwith- 
standing what  Seneca  says  concerning  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  as  has  been  often  before  observed ;  yet  he  speaks  doubc- 
faliy  of  it  !l ;  so  that  we  must  have  recourse  to  scripture,  and 
those  consequences  that  are  deductd  from  it,  as  well  as  those 
things  that  may  be  inferred  from  the  nature  of  the  soul  to  pro\e 
that  it  is  immortal.  And, 

(1.)  For  the  proof  of  this  doctrine,  let  it  be  considered,  that 
the  soul  is  immaterial ;  which  appears  from  its  being  capable 
-of  thought,  whereby  it  is  conversant  about,  and  takes  in  ideas 
cf  things  divine  and  spiritual,  which  no  creature  below  man  can 
do.  It  has  a  power  of  inferring  consequences  from  premises, 
and  accordingly  is  the  subject  of  moral  government,  capable 
of  conversing  v*'ith  God  here,  and  expecting  rewards  or  punish- 
ments from  him  hereafter  ;  all  this  cannot  be  produced  by  mat- 
ter or  motion  :  As  for  matter,  that  is  in  itself  altogether  unac- 
tive  ;  and  when  motion  is  impressed  upon  it,  the  only  change 
that  is  made  therein,  is  in  the  situation  and  contexture  of  its 
parts,  which  cannot  give  it  life,  sensation  or  perception,  mud. 
less  a  power  of  judging  and  willing,  or  being  conversant  abou'. 
things  spiritual  and  immaterial. 

•  'Ovolipv  p  H/um  if  X/'l^i  trc  AfXiUm  ■arfAyfjix,  ai-^X'.y  rsrdLvlt  ■ts-x»i'  n  tu  Sise. 

•j-  Vitl.  ejusd.  m'jrul.  Lib.  iii.  cop.  ix. 

t  Vid.  Biog.  Laert.  in  Vit.  Zen.  Tw  4'-'X'"'  f^^"-  -^^''^^cv  eriw'tv,  c^if.i!]>-v  j  «/vf  ■ , 
xifion  -which  occasion  Cicero  says,  I'hat  though  they  assert  that  they  shall  continue  n 
^■reat  while  in  being,  yet  they  deny  that  they  shall  exist  jor  ever.  Vid.  ejusd-  in  Ti/sr 
Quxst.Lib.  1.  Sloici  iisurum  iiobia  largiuntur,  tanquum  cormcibtis ;  diumansuro. 
wiimos  ajunt ;  semper  negant. 

%  £t  ibid.  Ea  tjuce  vis.  ut  potero,  erp'icaho,  nee  tumen  quasi  Pythius  .ipoUo  cer- 
ta  ut  sinl,  <J  Jlxaquce  di.cero,sed  at  hutnuuculus  wins  e  mtdiis,  probabilia  conjectnra 
ttqiiens  ;  "ultra  enim  quo  progiediar  quain  ut  verisimilia  videam,  nun  hc.beo  f  -tuhirJ. 
Lactantixis  oi.serves,  speaking  of  him  us  in  doitbt  about  it.  Vid.  Luctaut.  de.  Vi' 
Jieat.  Lib.  vii.  {,  8.  And  eheivhere  he  says,  in  Lib.  de  Amicitia.  Sin  antem  ilia  vt- 
riora,  ut  idem  interitns  sit  animorum,  &  corporum,  nec  vlhts  .khsus  maneat :  Utnil^i 
b.nni  est  i  i  '.,jr:e,  sic  certe  itihil  est  mali ;  <J  in  J.ib.  de  Senecl.  Quod  si  in  hoc  erroy 
qiiod  animtis  hcminum  immortalcs  esse  credam,libenter  erro  :  A'ec  mihihunc  ei-rairw, 
quo  clelccto"^,  d^'m  vivo,  exiorqneri  volo.  Sin  mortuus,  ut  quidam  minnti  philosophi 
censent,  nihil  r.entiam  ,■  no;i  vereor,  ne  hunc  errorem  meum  philosophi  mimtti  irrideant 
(^■noddncnsumHsiininortalesJuturi,tamenextingiiihominemsiio  tempore,optabileeift 
|[  Epist.  102-  Credebam  opiniordbus  magnorum  virorum  rem  gratisiimam  promt- 
trntiv.:'-.,  ria^  isquam probantium. 
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('2.)"  This  power  of  tliinking  or  reasoning  was  not  derived 
fi-om  the  body  to  which  it  was  united  :  for  that  which  has  not 
in  itself  those  superior  endowments,  cannot  communicate  them 
to  another:  Its  union  with  the  soul  cannot  impart  them  to  it; 
for  wiiatever  sensation  the  body  has,  (which  is  below  the  pow- 
er of  reasoning,)  is  cU-rived  from  the  soul,  as  appears  from  its 
being  wholly  destitute  thereof,  when  the  union  between  the  soul 
and  body  is  broken  :  And  therefore,  since  those  superior  pow- 
ers, or  excellencies  of  the  soul,  are  produced  by  another  cause, 
we  must  conclude,  that  thev  are  immediately  from  God  :  This 
evidently  appears  from  scripture ;  the  body  of  Adam  was  first 
formed,  and  then  it  is  said,  God  breathed  into  his  ncstrils  the 
breath  of  life ^  Gen.  ii.  T.  that  is,  he  put  into  it  that  soul  which 
was  the  spring  and  fountain  of  all  living  actions ;  and  then  it 
follows,  man  became  a  living  soul :  And  it  is  considered  as  a 
peculiar  display  of  the  glory  of  God,  that  he  formeth  the  spirit 
of  man  within  him^  Zech.  xii.  2. 

(3.)  It  follows  from  hence,  that  the  dissolution  of  the  body 
makes  no  alteration  in  the  powers  and  faculties  of  the  soul ; 
v.'hich  is  not  hereby  rendered  subject  to  death.  For,  as  it  did 
not  derive  those  powers  from  the  body,  as  was  before  observed, 
it  could  not  be  said  to  lose  them  in  the  ruin  of  the  body  :  Thus 
our  Saviour  speaks  of  the  soul  as  not  being  affected  with  those 
injuries  that  tend  to  the  bodies  destruction,  when  he  says.  Fear 
not  them  vjhich  kill  the  hodij^  but  are  not  able  to  kill  the  soul^ 
Mat.  X.  28. 

(4.)  We  have  a  particular  account  in  scripture,  of  the  soul 
when  separated  from  the  body,  as  disposed  of  in  a  different  way 
from  it ;  it  does  not  go  down  to  the  earth  as  the  body  does, 
from  whence  it  was,  but  returns  to  God  who  gave  it^  Eccl.  xii. 
7.  Its  return  to  God  supposes  that  it  was  accountable  to  him 
for  its  actions  performed  in  the  body,  or  the  way  and  manner 
in  which  the  faculties  were  exerted  ;  and  accordingly,  when  se- 
parate from  it,  it  is  represented  as  returning  to  God  to  give  an 
account  of  its  behaviour  in  the  bod)',  and  to  reap  the  fruits  and 
effects  thereof.  And  as  it  is  said  to  return  to  God  ;  so  believezs 
breathe  forth  their  souls,  and  resign  them  by  faith  into  the  hand 
of  God,  as  our  Saviour  expresses  it.  Father^  into  thy  hands  I 
commend  my  spirit^  Luke  xxiii.  46.  or,  as  Stephen  says,  Lord 
fesfts  receive  my  spirit^  Acts  vii.  59. 

(5.)  The  soul's  immortality  may  be  proved  from  the  extcnf 
of  the  capacities  thereof,  and  the  small  improvement  men  make 
of  them  in  this  world,  especially  the  greatest  part  of  mankind. 
What  a  multitude  are  there  who  never  had  the  faculties  qf  the 
soul  deduced  into  act,  in  whom  the  powers  of  reasoning  were 
altogether  useless,  while  in  this  world  ;  I  mean  in  those  whose 
souls  are  separated  from  their  bodies  as  soon  as  they  arc  born  ; 
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othei-s  die  in  their  childhood,  before  reason  comes  to  maturity ; 
and  how  great  a  part  of  the  world  live  to  old  age,  whose  souls 
have  not  been  employed  in  any  thing  great  or  excellent,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  capacities  ?  Were  these  made  in  vain  ?  or  did 
God  design,  when  he  brought  tliL-m  into,  or  continued  them 
either  a  longer  or  a  shorter  time  in  the  world,  that  they  should 
never  be  employed  in  any  thing  that  is  worthy  of  these  noble 
faculties?  Therefore  we  must  conclude  that  there  is  another 
state,  in  which  the  soul  shall  act  more  agreeably  to  those  capa- 
cities which  it  is  endowed  with. 

(6.)  This  may  be  farther  proved,  not  only  from  the  natural 
desires,  which  there  are  in  all  men,  of  immortality ;  but  more 
especially  those  desires,  which  the  saints  have,  of  enjoying  some 
things  in  God,  which  cannot  be  attained  in  this  life.  The  natu- 
ral desire  of  immortality  is  what  belongs  to  all  :  With  what  re- 
luctancy  does  the  soul  and  body  part;  Avhich  arises  from  a  na- 
tural aversion  to  a  dissolution,  unless  there  he  a  well-grounded 
hope  of  a  life  of  blessedness  that  shall  ensue  ?  Moreover  there 
is  not  only  a  desire  but  an  expectation  of  the  soul's  living  for 
ever,  when  separated  from  the  body,  in  a  state  of  happiness  ; 
which  believers  are  made  partakers  of,  as  a  peculiar  blessing 
from  God  :  Therefore  we  must  conclude,  that  he  that  gave  them 
will  satisfy  them ;  so  that  as  they  have  a  thirst  after  happiness, 
which  is  the  effect  of  a  supernatural  power,  they  shall  not  be 
disappointed  or  destitute  of  it }  w^hich  they  must  be  if  the  soul 
does  not  survive  the  body. 

(7.)  The  immortality  of  the  soul  may  be  proved  from  the 
justice  of  God  as  the  Governor  of  the  world.  This  divine  per- 
fection rcndei's  it  necessary  that  rewards  and  punishments  should 
be  distributed  according  to  men's  behaviour  in  this  life.  We 
observe,  under  a  foregoing  head,  that  man  is  supposed  to  be 
accountable  to  God,  from  the  consideration  of  the  spirit's  re- 
turning to  him  :  And  it  also  follows,  from  what  was  said  un- 
der another  head,  concerning  the  soul's  being  the  subject  of  mo- 
ral government :  But  this  argument  will  be  farther  improved 
under  a  following  ansv/er,  when  we  consider  our  Saviour's 
coming  to  judge  the  world  *.  All  the  use  therefore  that  we  shall 
at  present  make  thereof,  is,  that  the  soul  being  thus  accounta- 
ble to  God,  has  reason  to  expect  some  peculiar  marks  of  fa- 
vour beyond  what  it  receives  in  this  world ;  or  to  fear  some 
punishment  as  the  consequence  of  crimes  committed,  from  the 
hand  of  the  supreme  Judge  of  all :  Thus  it  is  said,  God  xvill 
render  to  every  man  according  to  his  deeds^  Rom.  ii.  6.  And 
elsewhere.  Every  one  shall  receive  according  to  what  he  hath 
done  in  the  hody^  xvhether  it  be  good  or  had^  2  Cor.  v.  10.  Now 
that,  which  makes  for  our  present  argument,  is,  that  the  best 
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Hvcn  iit  the  world  do  not  receive  those  peculiar  marks  of  di- 
vine favour,  as  to  what  respects  their  outward  condition  there- 
in, as  some  of  the  vilest  nien  often  do  :  This  the  prophet  Jere- 
miah takes  notice  of,  when  he  says,  Righteous  art  thou^  0  Lord^ 
ivhen  I  plead  with  thee;  yet  let  me  talk  xvith  thee  of  thy  judg- 
ments :  Wherefore  doth  the  xvaif  of  the  xvicked prosper  P  Where- 
fore are  oil  they  happy  that  deal  very  treacherously  ?  Jer.  xii. 
1.  And  the  Psalmist,  when  observing  the  prosperity  of  the 
wicked,  says,  They  are  not  in  trouble  like  other  men  ;  neither 
are  theij  plagued  like  other  men^  Fsal.  Ixxiii.  5.  that  is,  not  ex- 
posed to  those  rebukes  of  providence,  as  to  what  concerns  out- 
ward things,  as  good  men  are. 

That  which  is  ailedged  by  some  to  solve  this  difBculty,  is, 
that  virtue  has  its  own  reward  ;  and  therefore,  the  good  man 
cannot  but  be  happy,  whatever  troubles  he  meets  with  in  this 
life,  since  he  has  something  within  himself  that  makes  him  so. 
But  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  this  cannot  give  the  least  sa- 
tisfaction, that  the  divine  distributions  are  just  and  equal,  to 
those  who  are  destitute  of  this  inward  comfort;  and  the  princi- 
pal ingredient  in  that  internal  happiness  which  arises  from  the 
exercise  of  religion  and  virtue,  consists  in  the  divine  approba- 
tion, and  the  interest  which  such  have  in  that  love,  which  shall 
discover  itself  more  fully,  when  the  soul,  being  separate  from 
the  body,  shall  enjoy  the  happiness  resulting  from  it  in  another 
world  :  Therefore,  this  is  so  far  from  militating  against  the  doc- 
trine we  are  maintaining,  that  it  affords  a  considerable  argu- 
ment to  support  it. 

If  it  be  objected  also,  on  the  other  hand,  that  sin  brings  its 
own  punishment  along  with  it,  in  that  uneasiness  which  the 
wicked  find  in  their  ovv^n  breasts  ;  concerning  whom  it  is  said. 
They  are  like  the  troubled  sea  zvhen  it  cannot  rest;  whose  zva- 
ters  cast  up  mire  and  dirt,  Isa.  Ivii.  20.  This  also  proves  the 
immortality  of  the  soul ;  inasmuch  as  this  fear  arises  from  a 
sense  of  guilt,  whereby  persons  are  liable  to  punishment  in  ano- 
ther world,  who  are  not  in  the  least  concerned  about  the  punish- 
ment of  sin  in  this,  and  are  ready  to  conclude  themselves  out 
of  the  reach  of  human  judicature  ;  therefore,  that  which  they 
are  afraid  of,  is  God's  righteous  judgments  in  another  world, 
which  they  cannot,  by  anv  means,  free  themselves  from  the 
dread  of.  We  must  therefore  conclude  that  this  is  as  natural  to 
man,  considered  as  sinful,  as  the  hope  of  future  blessedness  is 
to  one  that  is  righteous  ;  and  both  these  are  the  result  of  a  di- 
vine impression  enstamped  on  the  souls  of  men,  which  affords 
an  evident  proof  of  their  immortality. 

The  objections  against  this  doctrine,  are  generally  such  as 
carry  in  them  the  lowest  and  most  abject  thoughts  of  human 
nature  in  those  who  may  truly  be  said  to  despise  their  own 
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souls.  When  they  pretend,  as  was  before  observed,  that  they 
are  material,  this  is  to  set  the  soul  on  a  luvel  with  the  body ; 
for  matter,  how  much  soever  it  be  refined,  when  it  is  resolved 
into  tiie  particles  of  which  it  consists,  has  no  excellency  above 
other  material  beings. 

As  to  the  objections  that  are  brought  aj^ainst  this  doctrine 
from  scripture,  by  which  the  frailty  of  thir>  present  life  is  set 
forth :  These  (.\o  not  in  the  least  tend  to  overthrow  the  immor- 
tality of  the  Foul.  Thus,  when  it  is  said  in  Eccles.  iii.  19,  20. 
T/iat  luhich  befoUeth  the  sons  of  men^  befallcfh  heasts.,  even  one 
thing-  befalleth  them  :  As  the  one  dieth^  so  dieth  the  other  ;  yea^ 
iheij  have  all  one  breath;  so  that  a  man  hath  no  pre-eminence 
above  a  beast ;  (ill  go  unto  one  place ;  all  are  of  the  dnst^  and  all 
turn  to  dust  again.  It  is  plain,  that  Solomon  here  speaks  of  the 
inferior  part  of  man,  in  which  he  has  no  pre-eminence  above 
the  beasts,  as  the  body  is  resolved  into  dust,  as  well  as  the  bo- 
dies of  the  brute  creatures  :  but  tiien  the  following  words  suf- 
ficiently confute  the  objection,  in  which  it  is  said,  the  spirit  of 
man  goeth  uptuard ;  v.'hercby  he  asserts,  not  only  the  superior 
excellency,  but  the  immortality  of  the  soul. 

Again,  when  it  is  said  in  chap.  ix.  5.  The  living  knoiv  that 
ihey  must  die^  but  the  dead  krioru  not  any  thing ;  neither  have 
theii  any  more  a  reward ;  for  the  memonj  of  them  is  forgotten. 
This  is  sufficiently  answered  by  only  reading  the  following 
words ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  their  memory  is  forgotten ; 
and  they  are  said  to  have  no  farther  reward  in  this  world ;  or, 
as  it  is  expressed.  They  have  no  more  any  portion  for  ever^  in 
any  thing  that  is  done  under  the  sun  ;  but  this  does  not  in  the 
least  intimate  that  they  have  no  portion  in  what  respects  the 
things  of  another  world ;  and,  indeed,  their  labour  being  unre- 
warded here,  affords  us  an  incontestible  argument,  that  they 
shall  have  it  hereafter,  when  the  soul  leaves  this  world. 

And  as  for  other  scriptures,  that  seem  to  intimate  as  though 
death  put  an  end  to  all  those  actions  of  religion  which  were 
performed  by  good  men  in  this  life,  as  in  Psal.  xxx.  9.  '  When 
'  I  go  down  to  the  pit,  shall  the  dust  praise  thee,  shall  it  declare 
'  thy  truth  ?'  and,  '  The  dead  praise  not  the  Lord  ;  neither  any 
'  that  go  down  into  silence,'  Psal.  cxv.  17.  and  what  Hezekiah 
says  to  the  same  purpose,  '  The  grave  cannot  praise  thee ;  death 

*  cannot  celebrate  thee ;  they  that  go  down  to  the  pit  cannot 

*  hope  for  thy  truth,'  Isa.  xxxviii.  18.  These  and  such-like  ex- 
pressions intend  nothing  else  but  this ;  that  the  praises  of  God 
cannot  be  celebrated  by  those  who  are  in  the  state  of  the  dead, 
in  such  a  way  as  they  were  by  them  while  they  lived  in  this 
world,  viz.  in  thg  assemblies  of  his  saints,  from  which  they  are 
separated,  being  no  longer  considered  m  members  of  the  mili- 
tant church ;  neither  are  they  apprized  cf,  or  aifectcd  with  the 
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tilings  done  in  this  lower  world,  in  which  respect  they  are  said 
to  know  nothing :  But  this  does  not  in  the  least,  militate  a- 
gainst  their  praising  G()d  with  the  church  triumphant,  and  hav- 
ing those  privileges  conterrcd  upon  thern,  which  are  adapted 
to  a  state  oi  immortality  and  eternal  lite. 

As  to  what  is  fanner  objected  by  others,  that  the  immortali- 
ty oi  the  soul  respects  only  the  rigliteous ;  because  the  apostle 
s-ays  in  1  John  ii.  17.  'The  world  passes  away,  and  the  lust 

*  thereof,  but  he  that  doth  the  will  of  God  abideth  for  ever.' 
'i'his  sense  given  of  the  words  contradicts  all  those  scriptures 
that  speak  of  the  punishment  of  sin  in  another  world ;  for  if 
none  are  said  to  abidf  for  fVf/\  but  the  righteous,  or  they  who 
do  the  v/ili  of  God  ;  the  wicked  must  necessarily  go  unpunish- 
ed. Therefore  we  must  understand  the  word  abiding-  in  the 
same  sense  as  the  Psalmist  does,  when  he  says,  *  The  ungodly 

*  shall  not  stand  ii\  the  judgment,  nor  sinners  in  the  congrega- 

*  tion  of  the  righteous,'  Psal.  i.  5.  which  does  not  signify  thcii" 
not  existing  in  a  future  state,  but  not  being  admitted  into  the 
congregation  of  the  righteous,  or  made  happy  with  them  there- 
in. («) 


(a)  The  doctrines  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  of  the  resurrection  of 
the  body  equally  rest  upon  the  will  and  word  of  God.  Hut  when  viewed  with  the 
eye  of  natural  reason,  they  have  been  deemed  to  possess  very  unequal  groundij 
of  probability.  The  propercies  of  mutter  and  of  mind  are  so  very  different,  they 
have  been  distinguished  by  almost  all.  If  tht  mind  be  not  matter,  no  arg-ument 
for  its  extermination  can  be  drawn  from  the  dissolution  of  the  body;  and  as  its 
materiality  has  never  been  shown,  no  premises  have  been  found  from  which  its 
death  can  be  infen-ed.  Some  wise  men  who  hail  not  the  scriptux'es,  have  indeed 
withholden  their  belief;  but  the  reason  is  discernible,  they  have  demanded  proofs 
which  the  God  of  nature  has  not  vouchsafed ;  and  their  rejection  of  the  prepon- 
derating' evidence  of  probability,  ari«'ues  weakness  and  fastidiousness. 

The  resurrection  of  tlie  body  lias  been  held  to  be  impossible.  If  so,  the  impossi- 
bility should  either  consist  in  the  absolute  incapacity  in  tlie  dead  body  to  be 
raised ;  but  this  it  does  not,  for  dsath  can  only  reduce  the  body  to  its  first  ele- 
ment, and  the  dust  which  has  been  a  body  is  not  any  more  unfit  to  be  reanima- 
ted, than  it  was  to  receive  life  in  the  first  instance ;  or  it  must  be  owing  to  some 
defect  of  wisdom  or  power,  or  of  both  in  him,  who  should  raise  the  liody ;  but 
God  is  unchangeable,  and  in  all  respects  as  able  to  raise  him  from  the  dead,  as  to 
create  man  at  the  first;  and  there  is  no  contradiction  implied  int  he  thing",  which 
should  prevent  the  exertion  of  his  p«wer;  a  resurrection  is  therefore  possible. 

The  usual  arguments  li,r  iis  probabdily  drawn  from  analogy  to  tiie  return  of 
day,  of  .spring,  of  vegetation,  &.C.  are  not  conclusive.  But  those  drawn  from  the 
resurrection  of  Christ,  from  the  identity  of  man  considered  as  a  compound  from 
the  removal  of  moral  evil,  from  which  natural  evils  arise,  from  the  earnest  ex- 
pectation of  ammal  nature  for  a  better  condition,  and  from  the  perfection  of  the 
future  state,  seern  to  raise  a  presuniption  which  is  probabL;  ;  yet  these  are  not 
appreciated  by  the  natural  man ;  hence  the  world,  has  so  generally  denied  a  resur- 
rection ot  the  body. 

The  testimony  of  the  Iloiy  Spirit  on  both  points  has  been  always  the  same,  but 
not  with  equal  lustre. 

Jesus  Christ  <?xpUcltly  affirmed  both,  and  brought  his  proofs  from  the  old 
testament,  pressed  them  as  motives  of  comfort  or  terror  to  saints  and  sinners; 
arid  so  connected  their  truth  witli  that  of  his  own  character,  that  ever>'  thing 
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II.  Wc  shall  consider  the  happiness  that  the  inembers  of  the 
invisible  church  enjoy  ;  which  is  culled  communion  with  Christ 
in  glory,  as  it  includes  in  it  perfect  holiness  ;  accordingly  we 
read  oi  f/ie  spirits  of juft  men  made  perfect^  Heh.  xii.  2".  This 
perfection  consists  in  the  rooting  out  all  those  remainders  of 
corruption,  and  those  habitual  inclinations  to  sin,  that  they  were 
never  wholly  ireed  from  in  this  world.  The  niost  that  can  be 
said  concerning  a  believer  at  present,  is,  that  he  has  a  princi- 
ple of  spiritual  life  and  grac^,  which  inclines  him  to  oppose, 
and  stand  his  ground  against,  the  assaults  of  sin  that  dwelleth 
in  him,  whereby  it  is  mortified,  but  not  wholly  destroyed.  The 
work  of  sanctification  is  daily  growing  to  perfection,  though  it 
does  not  fully  attain  to  it :  But  when  the  soul  leaves  the  world, 
it  arrives  to  perfection  in  a  moment ;  so  that  the  power  which 
man  had  at  first,  to  yield  sinless  obedience,  which  was  lost  bv 
the  fall  of  our  first  parents,  is  regained  with  great  advantage. 
For  this  perfection  of  holiness  not  only  denotes  a  sinless  state, 
but  the  soul's  being  confirmed  therein;  and  accordingly  it  is 
said  to  be  received  into  the  highest  heaven,  the  place  into  which 
no  unclean  thing  can  enter ;  where  there  is  spotless  purity,  as 
well  as  everlasting  happiness ;  and  here  they  are  described  as 
beholding  the  face  of  God  in  light  and  glory.  These  things 
need  not  be  particularly  insi^ited  on  in  this  place,  since  the 
same  privileges  are  said,  in  a  following  answer,  to  belong  to  be- 
lievers after  the  day  of  judgment,  both  in  their  souls  and  bo- 
dies, when  they  shall  be  received  into  heaven,  and  be  made 
perfectly  holy  and  happy,  and  be  blest  with  the  immediate  vi- 
sion of  God  *  ;  Therefore  all  that  we  shall  consider  at  present, 
with  relation  hereunto,  is, 

1.  That  the  soul  is  immediately  made  partaker  of  this  bles- 
sedness on  its  separation  from  the  body. 

2.  It  is  farther  described  as  waiting  for  the  full  redemption 
of  the  body,  which  is  still  supposed  to  continue  under  the  do- 
minion of  death,  though  united  to  Christ,  and  consequently  un- 
der his  special  protection  :  Upon  which  account  believers  are 
said,  when  they  die,  to  rest  in  their  graves  as  in  their  beds,  till 
their  bodies  are  again  united  to  their  souls  at  the  last  day. 

1.  We  shall  consider  that  the  soul  is  made  partaker  of  this 

*  See  Quest,  xc. 


which  proves  the  latter,  is  a  proof  of  the  former.  Not  only  did  his  actually 
raisings  tlie  dead,  and  arising  himself,  prove  that  the  dead  shall  rise,  but  every 
prophecy  accomplished  in  liim,  and  every  miracle  wrought  by  him  and  his  apos- 
tles, the  continuance  of  his  church,  the  puntyof  his  system  of  doctrines,  the  doc- 
trines of  election,  redemption,  justification,  regeneration  and  perseverance,  as 
well  as  the  express  declarations  on  this  subject,  both  in  tiie  old  and  new  test;.- 
ment,  all  form  a  solid  mass  of  evidence  upon  which  the  hopes  of  the  christian 
may  firmly  rest. 
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blessedness  immediately  after  its  separation  from  the  body,  as 
it  is  observed  in  this  answer ;  which  seems  to  militate  against 
three  opinions  that  have  been  advanced  relating  to  the  state  of 
separate  souls. 

[1.]  That  of  the  Papists,  who  maintain  that  the  soul  is  not 
made  perfect  in  holiness  at  death,  but  enters  into  a  middle- 
state,  which  they  call  purgatory,  in  which  it  is  to  endure  ex- 
quisite torments,  designed  partly  as  a  punishment  inflicted  for 
those  sins  committed  in  this  life,  which  have  not  been  expiated 
by  satisfaction  made  by  them,  and  partly  to  free  them  from  the 
sin  which  they  brought  with  them  into  that  state. 

[2.]  Another  opinion  vv^hich  seems  to  be  opposed  in  this  an- 
swer, is  what  was  maintained  by  some  of  the  ancient  Fathers ; 
namely,  that  the  souls  of  believers  do  not  immediately  enter  in- 
to the  highest  heaven  before  they  are  reunited  to  their  bodies, 
but  into  paradise ;  not  to  suffer,  as  the  Papists  pretend  that  they 
do  who  are  in  purgatory ;  but  to  enjoy  those  pleasures  which 
are  reserved  for  them  in  a  place  not  much  inferior  to  heaven. 

[3.]  There  is  another  opinion  which  is  subversive  of  the  doc- 
trine contained  in  this  answer;  namely,  that  the  soul,  at  its  se- 
paration from  the  body,  sleeps  till  the  resurrection ;  and  con- 
sequently, in  that  intermediate  space  of  time  in  which  it  is  se- 
parate, it  is  no  more  capable  of  happiness  or  misery  than  the 
body  that  lies  in  the  grave.  The  absurdity  of  these  opinions  we 
shall  take  occasion  farther  to  consider.  And, 

[l.]  That  of  the  Papists  concerning  a  middle-state,  into  which 
they  suppose,  souls  enter  at  death,  in  order  to  their  being  cleans- 
ed from  the  remainders  of  sin,  whereby  they  are  made  meet 
for  heaven.  This  doctrine,  hov/  ludicrous  and  ungrounded  so- 
ever it  may  appear  to  be,  they  are  so  fond  of,  that  it  will  be  as 
hard  a  matter  to  convince  them  of  the  absurdity  thereof,  as  it 
was  of  old  to  convince  the  worshippers  of  Diana  at  Ephesus, 
of  their  stupid  idolatry ;  because  it  tends  to  promote  their  se- 
cular interest.  They  first  endeavour  to  persuade  the  poor  delu- 
ded people,  that  they  must  suffer  very  great  torments  after 
death,  unless  they  be  relieved  by  the  prayers  of  their  survivin]^ 
friends  ;  and  then,  to  induce  them  to  shew  this  favour  to  them, 
as  well  as  that  they  may  merit  some  abatement  of  these  tor- 
ments or  a  speedy  release  from  them,  they  tell  them,  that  it  is 
their  duty  and  interest  to  leave  their  estates,  by  their  last  will 
and  testament  to  pious  uses  ;  such  as  building  of  churches,  en- 
dowing of  monasteries,  &c.  by  which  means  they  have  got  a 
great  part  of  the  estates  of  the  people  into  their  own  hands. 
And  to  carry  on  this  cheat,  they  give  particular  instances,  in 
some  of  their  writings,  of  souls  being  released  from  this  dread- 
ful place  by  their  prayers. 

The  account  thev  give  of  this  middle-state,  between  heaven 

Vol.  Iir.  R  r 
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and  hell,  is  not  only  that  they  are  not  admitted  into  the  imme- 
diate presence  of  God  ;  but  are  exposed  to  grievous  torments 
by  fire,  little  short  of  those  that  are  endured  in  hell  j  and  if 
they  arc  not  helped  by  the  prayers  of  the  church,  they  are  in 
danger  of  being  sent  from  thence  directly  to  hell,  from  whence 
there  is  no  release.  They  also  add,  that  the  punishment,  in  this 
state,  is  either  longer  or  shorter,  in  proportion  to  the  crimes 
committed  in  this  world  ;  for  which  satisfaction  has  not  been 
made  by  penances  endured,  or  money  given  to  compensate  for 
them.  Some,  indeed,  are  allowed,  by  them,  to  pass  immediate- 
ly into  heaven,  without  being  detained  here;  namel}',  those 
who  have  performed  works  of  supererogation ;  or  if  by  their 
entering  into  a  vow  of  poverty,  they  have  parted  with  their 
estates,  while  living  in  the  world,  for  the  use  of  the  church,  in 
which  case  no  end  could  be  answered,  by  telling  them  of  this 
fable  of  purgatory.  Others  ai-e  told  that  they  may  escape  it^ 
by  entering  into  a  vow  cf  chastity  and  canonical  obedience ; 
which  belongs  more  especially  to  the  priests,  when  entering 
into  holy  orders ;  whereby  they  take  care  to  make  provision 
for  themselves,  that  so  the  deluded  people  may  have  a  greater 
regard  to  their  prayers,  since  they  will  find  none  in  purgatory 
to  perform  that  service  for  them.  This  is  so  vile  and  absurd 
an  opinion,  that  it  cannot  but  expose  the  church  of  Rome  to 
the  scorn  and  contempt  of  all  who  are  not  given  up  to  strong 
delusions. 

But  though  it  sufficiently  appears,  that  secular  interest  is  the 
main  foundation  of  this  doctrine;  3'et  there  are  some  argu- 
ments, which  they  take  from  scripture,  to  support  it;  which  is 
the  only  thing  that  requires  our  notice. 

One  scripture  brought  to  this  purpose,  is  in  Isa.  iv.  4.  where 
the  prophet  speaks  concerning  the  LonVs  purging  the  blood  cj 
y  eriisalem  from  the  midst  thereof  by  the  spirit  of  judgment^  and 
by  the  spirit  of  burning ;  supposing  that  this  should  have  its 
accomplishment  when  the  soul  left  the  body,  and  was  detained 
in  this  place  of  torment.  But  this  is  very  remote  from  the  de- 
sign of  the  Holy  Ghost  herein;  for  it  only  contains  a  meta- 
phorical description  of  some  judgments  which  God  would  in- 
flict on  people  in  this  life,  and  as  a  means  to  reclaim  them  from 
them  :  therefore  we  often  read,  in  the  prophets,  of  God's  refi- 
ning his  people  in  the  furnace  of  crffliction,  Isa.  xlviii.  10.  and 
accordingly  it  is  said,  that  the  Lord^s  fre  is  in  Zion,  and  his 
furnace  in  Jerusalem^  chap.  xxxi.  9.  denoting  the  sore  judg- 
ments they  should  undergo  in  this  world,  as  a  punishment  for 
their  idolatry. 

Another  scripture,  which  is  miserably  perverted,  to  support 
this  doctrine,  is  that  in  Zech.  ix.  U.  By  the  blood  cf  thy  cove- 
7iant  havs  I  sent  forth  thy  prtconcrSy  out  of  the  pit  zi-herein  z^- 
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no  ivatcr ;  which  they  suppose,  is  to  be  understood  of  some 
state  after  this  life ;  because  it  is  called  the  pit ;  and  it  is  also 
described  as  a  place  of  misery,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  water, 
that  is,  no  refreshing  comforts  ;  and  they  add,  that  the  prophet 
does  not  speak  of  hell  because  some  persons  are  described  as 
sent forth^  or  released  from  it;  therefore  it  must  needs  be  un- 
derstood of  this  middle-state,  between  heaven  and  hell.  But 
this  is  far  fronv  being  the  sense  of  the  text,  since  it  contains  a 
prediction  of  their  being  delivered  from  the  Babylonish  capti- 
vity, which,  in  a  metaphorical  way  of  speaking,  is  called  the 
pit^  wherein  is  no  water,  to  denote  the  great  distress  that  the 
people  were  to  be  brought  under  therein ;  thus  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  speaking  of  their  deliverance  from  the  captivity,  says. 
The  captive  exile  hasteneth  that  he  may  be  loosed,  and  that  he 
should  not  die  in  the  pit,  Isa.  li.  14.  Or  else  it  denotes  some ' 
future  deliverance,  which  the  church  was  to  expect  after  great 
calamities  undergone  by  them ;  and  this  is  said  to  be  by  the 
blood  of  the  covenant,  denoting  that  all  the  happiness  the  church 
shall  enjoy  in  this  world,  as  well  as  the  other  is  founded  in  the 
blood  of  Christ,  pursuant  to  the  covenant  of  grace :  and  if  the 
text  must  necessarily  be  understood  of  a  deliverance  from  evil 
after  death,  it  may  be  considered  as  a  prediction  of  our  being 
delivered  from  eternal  destruction,  by  the  blood  of  Jesus. 

Again,  another  scripture  which  they  bring  to  support  this 
fabulous  doctrine,  i3  in  1  Cor.  iii.  13,  14,  15.  Every  man*s 
work  shall  be  made  manifest :  for  the  day  shall  declare  it,  bc' 
cause  it  shall  be  revealed  by  fire  ;  and  the  fire  shall  try  every 
man''s  work,  of  what  sort  it  is.  If  any  man^s  ruork  abide  zvhic/i 
he  hath  built  thereupon,  he  shall  receive  a  rervard.  If  any  man's 
ivork  shall  be  burnt,  he  shall  suffer  loss  ;  but  he  himself  shall  be 
saved ;  yet  so  as  byfre.  The  reason  why  this  scripture  is  for- 
ced into  that  cause  which  they  maintain,  is,  because  we  read 
of  persons  being  saved  so  as  by  fire  ;  and  this  they  suppose  to 
respect  that  which  should  follow  after  the  particular  judgment 
of  every  one  at  death  in  which,  a  scrutiny  shall  be  made  con- 
cerning their  works,  or  their  behaviour  in  this  world  ;  and  if 
they  are  found  faulty,  they  may,  notwithstanding,  be  saved  af- 
ter they  have  endured  those  suiferings  which  are  there  allotted 
for  them. 

But  there  is  nothing  in  the  text  that  gives  the  least  counte- 
nance to  this  notion,  since  the  apostle  seems  to  be  speaking  con- 
cerning those  ministers  who  preach  false  doctrines,  that  is,  pro- 
pagate errors  not  directly  subversive  of  the  fundamental  arti- 
cles of  faith,  but  such  as  tend  to  embarrass  the  consciences  of 
men,  and,  in  many  respects,  lead  them  out  of  the  way ;  or  of 
others,  who  have  been  perverted  by  them,  and  have  embraced, 
pernicious  errors,  v.'hich,  in  their  <  oiisequ'^ncesj  are  subvereivQ 
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of  the  faith,  but  yet  do  not  hold  those  consequences  :  these  may 
be  saved,  but  their  salvation  shall  be  attended  with  some  diffi- 
culty, arising  from  the  mistaken  notions  which  they  have  imbi- 
bed. Some  compare  this  to  a  person  whose  house  is  in  flames, 
and  he  saves  his  life  with  difficulty,  being  scorched  thereby. 
God  will,  in  his  own  time,  take  some  method  to  discover  what 
notions  we  have  received  in  religion ;  and  he  is  said  to  do  it  by 
fire.  Whether  this,  as  a  learned  writer  observes,  is  to  be  under- 
stood of  the  clear  gospel-dispensation,*  or  else  respects  some 
trying  dispensation  of  providence,  accom.panied  with  a  greater 
measure  of  the  effusion  of  the  Spirit,  that  shall  lead  men  into  the 
knowledge  of  their  mistakes,  and  set  them  in  the  right  way,  I 
will  not  determine.  But  whether  the  one  or  the  other  of  these 
senses  of  the  texts  seems  most  agreeable  to  the  mind  of  the 
apostle,  it  is  sufficiently  evident  that  no  countenance  is  given, 
either  in  this  or  any  other  scripture,  to  this  absurd  doctrine  of 
the  Papists. 

Another  scripture  which  they  bring  for  the  proof  of  this  doc- 
trhie,  is  in  1  Pet.  iii.  19.  in  which  it  is  said,  that  our  Saviour 
'Zvent  and  preached  unto  the  spirits  in  prison.  The  sense  they 
give  of  that  text,  compared  with  the  foregoing  verse,  is,  that  aa 
our  Saviour,  after  his  death,  visited  those  repositories,  where 
the  Old  Testament-saints  were  lodged,  and  preached  the  gos- 
pel to  them,  which  they  embraced ;  and  pursuant  hereupon, 
were  admitted  into  heaven  :  so  he  went  down  into  this  subter- 
raneous prison,  and  preached  to  them  also  ;  but  whether  this 
was  attended  with  the  same  success,  or  no,  they  pretend  not  ta 
determine ;  but  only  allege  this  as  a  proof  that  there  is  such  a 
place :  and  to  give  countenance  to  this  sense  they  say,  that  by 
the  prison  here  spoken  of,  the  prison  of  hell  cannot  be  intend- 
ed ;  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  hope  of  salvation  there,  and  con- 
sequently no  preaching  of  the  gospel.  And  it  cannot  be  meant 
of  his  preaching  to  any  in  this  world;  for  they  suppose,  that 
he  went  after  he  left  the  world,  and  preached  to  spirits^  that  is, 
to  persons,  whose  souls  were  separate  from  their  bodies ;  there- 
fore he  went,  as  they  argue,  and  preached  to  those  that  are  in 
purgatory  i  but  in  giving  this  sense  of  the  text,  they  are  obli- 
ged to  take  no  notice  of  what  follows,  which,  if  duly  considered, 
would  plainly  overthrow  it. 

The  meaning  of  this  scripture  therefore  is  this,  that  our  Sa^ 
viour  preached  by  his  Spirit,  to  the  old  world,  in  the  ministry 
of  Noah,  while  he  was  preparing  the  ark ;  but  they  being  diso- 
bedient, were  not  only  destroyed  by  the  flood,  but  shut  up  in 

*  See  Dr.  Edward'' s  exercit.  Part  II.  on  1  Cor.  iii.  15.  "uho,  to  give  countena-nce 
to  this  opinion,  produces  two  scriptures,  viz.  J^furh  xiv.  54.  and  Luke  xxii.  56.  where 
the  -zcordfui;,  is  put  for  fire ;  jrcrn  Ti.'isnc?  '.?  evptisss,  tkat  ptn  cridrvp,  are  v?cd 
promfscvous!i/. 
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the  prison  of  hell ;  in  which  respect  it  is  said  he  preached  to 
those  that  are  now  in  prison :  so  that  this  scripture  makes  no- 
thing for  that  doctrine  which  we  are  opposing ;  nor  any  other 
that  is  or  can  be  brought ;  so  that  all  the  arguments  pretended 
to  be  taken  from  it,  are  a  manifest  perversion  thereof. 

However,  there  is  one  method  of  reasoning  which  they  make 
use  of,  that  I  cannot  pass  over ;  inasmuch  as  they  apprehend 
that  it  contains  a  dile?)i?na  that  is  unanswerable ;  namely,  that 
there  is  some  place  in  which  persons  are  perfectly  freed  from 
sin,  which  must  be  cither  this  world,  or  heaven,  or  some  mid- 
dle state  between  them  both.  It  is  allowed  by  all,  that  there  is 
no  perfect  freedom  from  sin  in  this  world ;  and  to  suppose  that 
persons  are  perfectly  freed  from  sin  after  they  come  to  heaven. 
Is  to  conclude  that  that  is  a  state  of  probation,  in  which  the 
gospel  must  be  preached,  and  persons  that  attend  upon  it,  in- 
clined to  embrace  it,  which  is  not  agreeable  to  a  state  of  per- 
fection :  and  this  is  contrary  to  scripture,  which  speaks  of  no 
unclean  thing  entering  therein.  Therefore  it  follows,  that  the 
state  in  which  they  are  fitted  for  it,  must  be  this  which  they 
plead  for,  to  wit,  a  middle-state,  in  Vv'hich  they  are  first  purged, 
and  then  received  into  heaven. 

But  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  it  is  true,  believers  are 
not  perfectly  freed  from  sin  in  this  world,  nor  do  they  enter  in« 
to  heaven,  either  with  the  guilt  or  pollution  of  their  sins  upon 
them ;  but  they  are  made  perfect  in  an  instant,  in  passing  out 
of  this  world  into  heaven :  the  same  stroke  which  separates 
the  soul  from  the  body  takes  away  the  remainders  of  corrup- 
tion, and  fits  it  for  the  heavenly  state ;  it  passes  out  of  this 
world  perfect,  though  it  was  imperfect  while  in  it ;  in  like  man- 
ner as  the  body  being  raised  out  of  the  grave  is  rendered  in- 
corruptible thereby,  so  that  we  have  no  occasion  to  invent  a 
middle  state,  into  which  the  saints  are  brought.  Therefore  it 
follows,  as  it  is  expressed  in  this  answer,  that  the  souls  of 
believers,  immediately  after  death,  are  made  perfect  in  holi- 
ness. 

[2.]  There  is  another  opinion  embraced  by  some  of  the  Jews, 
and  several  of  the  Fathers,  in  which  they  are  followed  by  some 
modem  writers  ;  namely,  that  the  souls  of  believers,  at  death, 
enter  into  paradise,  where  they  continue  till  they  are  reunited 
to  their  bodies,  and,  after  the  day  of  judgment,  are  received 
into  the  highest  heaven :  thus  they  understand  our  Saviour's 
words  to  the  penitent  thief  on  the  cross.  To  day  thou  shalt  be 
■with  me  in  paradise^  in  a  literal  sense,  as  contra-distinguished 
from  heaven.  And  these  assert,  that  the  soul  of  our  Saviour, 
when  separate  from  his  body,  went  immediately  into  paradise, 
^nd  not  into  heaven,  till  after  his  resurrection.  This  is  sup-» 
posed  to  import  the  same  thing  as  Abraham's  bosom  does  in  the 
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parable ;  and  indeed,  the  Greek  word,*  in  the  metaphorical 
sense  thereof,  which  we  translate  besom^  signifies  a  port  or 
haven  ;  which  is,  as  it  were,  a  bosom  for  shipping. 

This  is  described  as  very  distinct  from  the.  Popish  doctrine 
f  if  purgatory  j  for  it  is  not  a  place  of  suffering,  but  of  delight 
and  pleasure.  Tertullian,  who  gave  into  tliis  notion,!  describes 
It  as  a  place  of  divine  pleasure,  designed  for  the  reception  of 
the  spirits  of  holy  men,  being  separate  either  from  the  world, 
or  other  places  neai-  it,  by  an  inclosure  of  fire,  designed  to  keep 
the  wicked  out. 

This  is  what  they  suppose  the  apostle  Paul  speaks  of  when 
he  says,  that  he  was  caught  up  into  paradise^  2  Cor.  xii.  5.  and 
they  conclude  that  this  vision  or  rapture  v/hich  he  mentions, 
includes  in  it  v/hat  he  experienced  at  two  several  times ;  and 
that  this  is  agreeable  to  what  he  mentions  in  verse  1.  where  he 
speaks  not  of  one  single  vision,  but  of  virions  and  revelations. 
Accordingly  they  suppose  that  he  had  first  of  all  a  vision  of 
the  glory  of  heaven,  and  then  he  had  another  of  paradise  :  thus 
a  late  writer  understands  the  terct.^:  However,  I  cannot  think 
that  this  can  be  sufficiently  inferred  from  the  apostle's  words, 
which  are,  as  it  were,  a  preface  to  introduce  the  account  which 
he  gives  of  himself,  when  he  says,  Izoill  come  to  visions  and 
revelations ;  that  is,  I  will  now  teil  you  how  God  sometimes 
favours  his  people  with  extraordinary  visions  and  revelations  : 
then  he  proceeds  to  give  an  instance  hereof  in  himself,  as  being 
caiigkt  up  into  the  third  heaven,  or  into  paradise  ;  for  I  cannot 
suppose  that  he  speaks  of  two  visions,  or  distinguishes  paradise 
from  heaven;  and  therefore  I  am  obliged  not  to  pay  that  de- 
ference to  the  sentiments  of  the  Fathers  he  mentions,  as  he 
does,  but  must  conclude  the  notion  to  be  altogether  unground- 
ed, though  it  is  supported  by  the  credit  of  Iremeus,  Tertullian, 
Epiphanius,  IVIethodius,  as  well  as  of  several  Jewish  writers ; 
such  as  Philo,  and  soJi^e  others,*^ 

[3.]  We  shall  now  consider  another  doctrine,  maintained  by 
some,  which  is  inconsistent  with  what  is  said  in  this  answer, 
concerning  the  souls  of  believers  being  made  perfect  in  holi- 
ness, and  entering  immediately  into  heaven,  when  separate 
from  their  bodies,  viz.  that  at  death  the  soul  sleeps  as  well  as 
the  body,  till  the  resurrection,  when  one  shall  be  raised,  and 
the  other  awakened  out  of  its  sleep.  These  do  not  suppose  that 
the  soul  ceases  to  exist ;  but  that  it  enters  into,  and  continues 
in,  a  state  of  inactivity,  without  any  power  to  exercise  the  facul- 

•  KoXTsc  Sinus,  a  bosom,  coast,  or  haven. 

\  Vid.  Tcrtull.  ^p'jloget.  Cap  xivii.  Et  si  paradisum  nominemns,  locum  divinie 
amxnitatia  recipiendis  sanctorum  spiritibus  des'ir.r.twn,  materia  qvadem  i^neaUliu* 
Zoiix  segreg'atnm. 

t   See  Whitby  in  loc. 

6  S:c  r.ico  his  notiT  or?  JM^e  xxil;  -IS, 
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t}'  of  thinking,  and,  as  a  consequence  ihereof,  -whilst  remazninj^ 
in  this  state,  it  must  be  incapable  either  of  happiness  or  misen'. 
These  do  not  assert  that  there  shall  be  no  rewards  and  punisli- 
nients  in  a  future  state ;  but  that  there  will  be  a  deferring  there- 
of until  the  last  day. 

This  doctrine  was  generally  maintained  by  the  Soclnians,  as 
may  be  seen  in  several  of  their  writings  referred  to  by  a  learned 
author,  who  opposes  them;*  and  the  arguments  by  which  it  i-^ 
usually  supported,  are  taken  partly  from  the  possibility  of  the 
soul's  being  destitute  of  thought,  and  partly  from  those  scrip- 
tures that  compare  death  to  a  sleep ;  by  which  they  understand 
not  only  a  cessation  of  action  in  the  body,  but  likewise  in  the 
soul.  In  defence  of  the  former  of  these,  viz.  that  it  is  possible 
for  the  soul  to  be  without  the  exercise  of  thought,  they  argue, 
that  the  soul  of  a  new-born  infant,  (or,  at  least,  before  it  i^ 
born,)  has  no  ideas :  though  there  be  a  power  of  reasonings 
which  is  essential,  to  the  soul ;  yet  this  is  not  deduced  into  act, 
so  as  to  produce  thought,  or  actual  reasoning,  from  v/henc;; 
moral  good  or  evil  would  proceed,  and  a  sense  of  happiness  ov 
misery,  arise  from  it.  And  this  notion  is  carried  somewhat 
farther  by  a  late  celebrated  writer ;  f  who,  though  he  takes  no 
notice  of  the  tendency  of  his  assertion  to  support  this  opinion 
concerning  the  soul's  sleeping  at  death  ;  yet  others  make  a  han- 
dle of  it,  to  defend  it  with  a  greater  shew  of  reason  than  what 
was  formerly  discovered  in  maintaining  this  argument. 

He  asserts,  that  tlie  souls  of  those  that  are  adult  do  not  al- 
ways think  ;  and  particularly  when  a  person  is  in  a  sound  sleep, 
that  he  has  no  thought ;  how  much  soever  there  may  be  the 
exercise  of  thought,  though  confused  and  irregular,  in  those 
who,  between  sleeping  and  waking,  not  only  dream  a  thousand 
things  which  they  never  thought  of  before,  but  also  remember 
those  dreams  when  they  awake.  That  a  person,  in  a  sound  sleep, 

*  Vid-  JToornbeck  Sochi.  Confut.  Tom.  III.  Lib.  v.  Cap.  1.  wAo  gnotes  sowepa^- 
sani'es  out  of  several  Socinian  -writers,  a7nonff  -Khom  I  shall  only  mention  what  is  said 
bij  tiuo  of  them,  ivith  ivhovi  several  others  of  their  brethren  ugree  lierein.  Vid.  Sociri. 
in  Epiat.  v.  ud  Volkel.  Tantum  id  mihi  videtur  statvi  posse,  post  hanc  ritam,  ani- 
mam,  sive  avimum  homiiiis  non  itapgr  se  sttbsiniere  ut prxrrda  ulla  pcenasve  senliiit: 
vcl  etiam  ista  sentieiidi  sit  capax,  qute  ?neajirma  opinio  facile  potest  coUigi  ex  mvllis 
qu<e  a  me  diamtxir,  &c.  Et  Smalc.  in  Exam.  Error.  Pag.  33.  Animam  vel  spiritiv: 
hominis  post  mortum  aligvid  sentire,  vel  aliqua  re perfr-ui,  nee  ratio  permitiit  nee 
scriptvra  testutur:  ut  evim  corpus  sine  anima,  sic  etium  anima  sine  corpore,  7iullu<t 
operutiones  crercere  potest ;  Cjf  perinde  sic  ac  si  anima  illorxtm  nulla  es^set,  etiarnt;?. 
suo  modo  sit,  quia  scilicet  nullius  rei  se:isum  habeat,  aut  per  se  -voluptate  aliquafrid 
possit.  Jlnd  elsewhere  the  same  author  is  so  hardy  as  to  term  the  contrary  doctrine 
no  other  than  a  fable,  in  Lib.  de  Deifilio,  Cap.  vi.  Pag.  43.  Quod  vera  de  vita  am- 
marum  disserit,  hoc  instar  fabtdx  est,  &c.  Spiritum  homijiis  ad  Deurn  redire  testa- 
tur  sacra  scriptura,  at  eum  vivera  x-ita,  ut  ait  Smiglecius,  spiritnum,  &  vel  atiqiud 
intelligere,  vel  voluptatefrui  hoc  extra,  ii  contra  scripturavi  dicitur. 

t  See  Locke's  Essay  concerning  ht.man  underslandiv^.  Lib.  ii.  Chap.  1.  §  iX.  :■■> 
the  xix. 
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has  no  breams,  and  consequently  is  destitute  of  thought,  he  at- 
tempts to  prove ;  inasmuch  as  when  any  one  is  suddenly  waked 
out  of  a  sound  sleep,  he  can  give  no  account  of  what  he  had 
been  thinking  of;  and  he  supposes  it  impossible  for  a  person 
who  was  thinking,  to  forget  the  next  moment  what  his  thoughts 
Avere  conversant  about.  This  is  the  principal  argument  where- 
by he  supports  this  notion ;  and  he  has  so  far  the  advantage 
thereof,  as  that  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  prove  the  contrar)' 
from  any  thing  that  we  know  or  experience  concerning  our- 
selves :  Nevertheless,  it  Avill  not  appear  very  convincing,  when 
we  consider  that  there  are  innumerable  thoughts  which  we  have 
when  awake,  that  we  can  hardly  give  an  account  of  the  next 
minute :  And  if  the  thoughts  are  very  active  in  those  that 
dream,  (who  are  as  much  asleep  as  others  that  do  not  dream  ; 
though  the  sleep  may  not  be  so  refreshing  as  if  it  were  other- 
wise,) I  cannot  see  how  this  consequence  can  be  inferred,  that 
sleep  is  inconsistent  with  thought.  JMoreover,  a  person  who  is 
delirious,  or  distracted,  undoubtedly  thinks,  though  his  thoughts 
are  disordered  ;  but  when  the  delirium  or  distraction  is  over, 
he  can  no  more  remember  what  he  thought  of,  than  a  person 
that  is  waked  out  of  the  soundest  sleep  :  This  argument  there- 
fore tends  rather  to  amuse,  or  embarrass  the  cause  they  main- 
tain, than  to  give  sufficient  conviction. 

Now  from  this  method  of  reasoning  it  is  inferred,  that  when 
the  soul  is  separated  from  the  body,  it  is  altogether  destitute  of 
the  exercise  of  thought,  which  is  what  they  mean  by  the  soul's 
sleeping  :  And  to  give  farther  countenance  to  this  matter,  they 
produce  several  scriptures,  in  which  death  is  compared  to  a 
sleep  ;  as  when  God  speaks  of  the  death  of  Moses,  he  says. 
Behold^  thou  shalt  sleep  -with  thy  fathers^  Deut.  xxxi.  26.  and 
Job  speaks  of  sleeping  in  the  dust.  Job  vii.  21.  And  concern- 
ing the  resurrection  after  death,  he  says.  That  man  Iteth  down, 
and  riseth  not,  till  the  heavens  be  no  more,  they  shall  not  awake 
nor  be  raised  out  of  their  sleep,  chap.  xiv.  12.  and  David  prays^ 
Lighten  mine  eyes,  lest  I  sleep  the  sleep  of  death,  Psal.  xiii.  3- 
and  our  Saviour,  speaking  concerning  Lazarus,  when  dead, 
says,  Our  friend  Lazarus  sleepeth  ;  but  I  go  that  I  may  awake 
him  out  of  sleep,  John  xi.  11.  which  h^  afterwards  explains,  ver. 
14.  when  he  says,  Lazarus  is  dead.  There  are  several  other 
scriptures  to  the  like  purpose,  they  bring  to  prove  that  the  soul 
sleeps  in  death,  taking  the  word  in  the  literal  sense  thereof. 

Dut  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  as  to  what  respects  the 
possibility  of  the  soul's  being  rendered  incapable  of  thinking, 
when  separate  from  the  body  ;  it  is  no  just  way  of  reasoning  to 
infer  from  the  possibility  of  a  thing,  the  actual  being  of  it : 
Therefore  if  it  could  be  proved  to  a  demonstration,  (as  the  au- 
thor above-mentioned  supposes  he  has  done,  though,  I  think, 
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without  sufficient  ground,)  that  sleep  deprives  a  person  of 
thought ;  yet  it  will  not  follow  from  hence,  that  the  soul,  when 
separate  from  the  body,  ceases  to  think.  When  the  powers  and 
faculties  of  the  soul  are  deduced  into  act,  experience  tells  us, 
that  they  are  greatly  improved  and  strengthened  ;  and  therefore 
the  exercise  thereof  cannot  be  so  easily  impeded  as  is  pretend- 
ed ;  especially  when  we  consider  that  it  does  not  derive  this 
from  the  bodv,  v/hich  contributes  very  little  to  those  ideas  it 
has  of  things  immaterial,  which  are  not  the  objects  of  sense ; 
and  how  much  soever  bodily  diseases  may  weaken  or  interrupt 
the  soul  in  its  actings,  we  do  not  find  that  they  so  far  destroy 
those  powers,  but  that,  when  the  distemper  ceases,  the  former 
actings  return,  like  the  spring  of  a  watch,  which  may  be  stop- 
ped by  something  that  hinders  the  motion  of  the  wheels,  which, 
when  it  is  removed,  continues  to  give  motion  to  them  as  it  had 
done  before  :  The  body,  at  most,  can  be  considered  but  as  a 
clog  and  impediment  to  the  activity  of  the  soul ;  and  conse- 
quently it  may  be  argued  from  thence,  that  in  a  state  of  sepa- 
ration the  soul  is  so  far  from  being  impeded  in  its  actings,  that 
it  becomes  more  active  than  before. 

But  that  which  I  would  principally  insist  on,  as  what  will 
sufficiently  overthrow  this  doctrine,  is,  the  account  which  we 
have  in  many  scriptures  ;  and  several  just  consequences  which 
may  be  deduced  from  them,  by  which  it  will  appear,  that  no- 
thing that  has  been  said  concerning  the  possibility  of  the  soul's 
being  unactive,  when  separate  from  the  body,  can  enervate  the 
force  of  the  argument  taken  from  thence  to  support  the  con- 
trary doctrine.  It  is  true,  the  scripture  oftentimes  represents 
death  as  a  sleeps  as  in  the  places  before-mentioned ;  and  it  is 
sometimes  described  as  a  state  of  rest,  which  is  of  the  same 
import  with  sleep  ;  but  this  is  explained  as  a  state  of  peace, 
holiness,  and  happiness,  and  not  a  cessation  from  action.  Thus 
it  is  said.  He  shall  enter  into  peace^  they  shall  rest  in  their  beds^ 
each  one  walking  in  his  uprightness^  Isa.  Ivii.  2.  which  is  plain- 
ly meant  of  the  death  of  the  righteous,  as  appears  from  the 
preceding  verse,  where  it  is  said.  The  righteous  perisheth^  and 
no  man  layeth  it  to  heart.  Now  these  are  said  to  enter  into 
peace  ;  which  supposes  that  they  are  capable  of  the  enjoyment 
of  those  blessings  which  the  soul  shall  then  be  possessed  of,  and 
they  are  said  to  walk  in  their  uprightness  ;  which  signifies  their 
being  active  in  what  respects  the  glory  of  God,  which  is  very 
inconsistent  with  the  soul's  sleeping,  when  separate  from  the 
body.  Rest  and  sleep  are  metaphorical  expressions,  when  ap- 
plied to  this  doctrine  ;  and  nothing  is  more  common  than  for 
such  figurative  ways  of  speaking  to  be  used  in  the  sacred  writ- 
ings ;  and  therefore  it  is  very  absurd  for  us  to  understand  the 
words  otherwise  in  this  instance  before  us. 
"  Vol.  III.  Ss 
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We  will  now  proceed  to  consider  those  proofs  we  have  from 
scripture,  of  the  soul's  being  in  a  state  of  activity  when  sepa- 
rate from  the  body. 

The  first  scripture  that  may  be  brought  to  prove  this,  is  what 
the  apostle  says  in  2  Cor.  xii.  2,  3,  4.  when  speaking  concern- 
ing himself  as  caught  up  into  the  third  heaven;  and  not  know- 
ing whether  he  was  at  the  same  time,  7n,  or  out  of  the  body. 
If  he  was  in  the  body,  his  senses  were  locked  up,  and  he  must 
be  supposed  to  have  been  in  a  trance  ;  which  militates  against 
the  supposition  that  the  soul's  poAver  of  acting  may  be  impeded 
either  by  sleep  or  some  bodily  disease,  in  which  there  is  not 
the  exercise  of  the  senses.  Or  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  was 
out  cf  the  bodijy  his  hearing  unspeakable  tvords  plainly  proves 
our  argument,  viz.  that  the  soul  is  capable  of  action,  and  con- 
sequently of  enjoying  the  heavenly  glory,  when  separate  from 
the  body. 

Moreover,  this  is  evident  from  our  Saviour's  words  to  the 
penitent  thief  on  the  cross,  Verihj  I  say  unto  thee^  to  day  shalt 
thou  be  vjzth  me  in  paradise^  Luke  xxiii.  43.  To  be  in  paradise 
is  certainly  to  be  in  heaven  in  a  state  of  compleat  blessedness, 
where  the  soul  delights  itself  in  the  enjoyment  of  God,  which 
is  altogether  inconsistent  with  a  state  of  insensibility.  Were  it 
otherwise,  it  ought  rather  to  have  been  said,  thou  shalt  be  with 
me  in  paradise  after  the  resurrection  of  the  body,  than  to  day. 
The  method  which  some  take  to  evade  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment, who  say,  that  to  day^  refers  not  to  the  time  of  his  being 
admitted  into  heaven,  but  to  the  time  when  Christ  spake  these 
words,  is  so  low  and  trifling,  that  it  doth  not  deserve  an  answei*. 
There  is  another  scripture  which  fully  proves  this  doctrine, 
namely,  what  the  apostle  says,  /  am  in  a  strait  betwixt  txvo^ 
having  a  desire  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Christy  xvhich  is  far 
better^  Phil.  i.  23.  In  which  he  takes  it  for  granted,  that  as  soon 
as  he  departed  out  of  this  world,  he  should  be  with  Christ ; 
which  denotes  that  he  should  be  in  his  immediate  presence,  be- 
holding his  glory ;  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  supposition 
that  the  soul  sleeps  at  death.  And  this  is  farther  evident  from 
what  he  says,  that  this  is  far  better^  which  could  not  be  said 
to  be,  if  the  notipn  we  are  opposing  were  true  ;  for  it  is  so  much 
better  for  a  saint  to  be  serving  Christ's  interest  in  this  world, 
and  made  so  eminently  useful  in  promoting  his  glory,  as  the 
apostle  was,  than  to  be  in  a  state  of  inactivity,  wherein  the  soul 
is  not  capable  of  doing  any  thing  for  him,  nor  enjoying  any 
thing  from  him,  that  there  is  no  comparison  between  them ; 
and  whereas  he  was  in  a  strait  which  of  these  two  he  should 
chuse,  had  it  been  referred  to  him,  the  matter  might  easily  have 
been  determined  in  favour  of  his  continuing  in  this  world ;  for 
there  he  was  useful ;  whereas,  in  the  other,  he  would  not  only 
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be  useless,  but  incapable  of  enjoying  those  privileges  which  he 
was  made  partaker  of  here. 

My  next  argument  shall  be  taken  from  what  is  said  in  2  Cor. 
V.  8.  IVe  are  confident^  I  say^  and  rvilling  rather  to  be  absent 
from  the  bodij^  and  to  be  present  xvith  the  Lord ;  whei-e  one  in- 
fers the  other,  wit^.out  any  intimation  of  his  waiting  till  the  soul 
is  united  again  to  the  body,  before  he  is  admitted  into  Christ's 
presence. 

Again,  this  farther  appears  from  tlie  words  of  Solomon,  in 
Eccl.  iv.  2.  I  praised  the  dead  which  are  already  dead.,  more 
than  the  living-  zvhich  are  yet  alive.  By  which  we  are  to  under- 
stand, that  the  state  of  believers,  when-they  die,  is  much  more 
happy  than  it  can  be  in  this  life  j  which  supposes  that  they  are 
capable  of  happiness,  and  consequently  that  the  soul,  when  se- 
parated from  the  body,  is  notin  a  state  of  insensibility;  which 
is  altogether  inconsistent  with  happiness. 

And  to  all  this  we  may  add  what  our  Saviour  says  in,  the  pa- 
rable of  tlie  rich  man  and  Lazarus  ;  the  beggar  died.,  and  was 
carried  by  angels  into  Abraham!' s  bosom  :  The  rich  7nan  also  died 
and  xoas  buried.,  and  in  hell  he  lifted  up  his  eyes.,  b^ing  in  tor- 
ments, Luke  xvi.  22,  23.  In  which  parable  we  have  an  account 
of  the  different  state  of  the  souls  of  the  righteous  and  wicked 
at  death,  and  not  barely  what  shall  follow  upoa  the  resurrec- 
tion of  the  body ;  for  when  the  rich  man  is  represented  as  be- 
ing in  torments,  he  says,  in  a  following  part  of  the  parable,  / 
have  five  brethren  ;  and  he  would  have  had  Lazarus  sent  to 
testify  to  them,  lest  they  should  also  come  into  that  place  of  tor - 
ment ;  to  which  it  is  replied,  They  have  Mioses  and  the  prophets, 
let  them  hear  them,  ver.  28,  29.  which  plainly  intimates,  that 
the  parable  refers  to  the  state  of  separate  souls,  before  the  re- 
surrection, whilst  others  enjoyed  the  means  of  grace  ;  and  con- 
sequently it  proves  that  the  soul,  when  sepai-ate  from  the  bo- 
dy, is  capable  of  happiness  or  misery ;  and  which  is  more,  is 
fixed  in  one  or  the  other  of  them. 

As  to  those  scriptures  that  speak  of  the  happiness  or  misery 
of  men,  as  deferred  to  the  end  of  the  world.  It  is  intimated  in 
the  parable  of  the  tares,  that  the  angels  shall  come. forth,  and 
sever  the  wicked  from  the  just.,  Mat.  xiii.  9.  and  the  former  are 
said  to  be  cast  into  a  furnace  of  fir  e^  ver.  49,  50.  and  the  latter, 
viz.  the  righteous,  to  shine  forth  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of 
their  Father,  ver.  43.  which  respects  the  dealings  of  God  with 
man,  in  the  end  of  time.  Moreover  our  Saviour  speaks  of  his 
people  as  blessed  and  recompensed  at  the  resurrection  of  the  fiist, 
Luke  xiv.  14.  And  the  apostle  Paul  expresses  his  hope  of  a 
crczvn  of  righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  fudgCy 
should  give  him  at  that  day,  2  Tim.  iv.  8.  that  is,  the  day  of 
his  coming  to  judgment ;  and  several  other  scriptures  that  speak 
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of  what  is  consequent  to  the  resurrection.  To  this  it  may  be  re- 
plied, that  these  scriptures  respect  not  the  beginning,  but  con- 
summation of  the  happiness  of  the  saints,  or  their  compleat  bles- 
sedness in  soul  and  body,  which  is  not  inconsistent  with  the 
happiness  that  separate  souls  enjoy  before  the  resurrection. 
Nor  is  the  misery  that  is  consequent  upon  the  resurrection,  in- 
consistent with  that  which  sinners  endure  before  it,  when  their 
souls  are  separate  from  their  bodies.  Thus  concerning  the  hap- 
piness of  the  souls  of  believers  at  death  ;  which  leads  us  to  con- 
sider. 

2.  What  is  farther  observed  in  this  answer,  concerning  the 
soul's  waiting  for  the  full  redemption  of  the  body ;  ^vhich 
though  it  continues  under  the  dominion  of  death,  is  notwith- 
standing united  to  Christ ;  and  accordingly  believers  are  said 
to  rest  in  their  graves  as  in  their  beds,  till  the  resurrection. 

The  souls  of  believers  are  described  as  waiting  for  the  full 
redemption  of  their  bodies  ;  which  is  the  same  expression  that 
the  apostle  uses,  Rom.  viii.  23.  where  redemption  denotes  a  full 
discharge  from  that  prison,  or  state  of  confinement  in  the  grave ; 
in  which  the  body  was  rendered  incapable  of  answering  the  end 
for  which  it  was  redeemed  by  Christ,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
the  soul  was  destitute  of  that  happiness  which  its  re-union 
therewith  shall  convey  to  it.  Its  enjoyments  were  all  spiritual, 
and,  in  their  kind  perfect ;  but  yet  it  was  naked,  or,  as  the  apos- 
tle expresses  it  unclothed ;  inasmuch  as  it  wanted  that  which 
was  designed  to  be  a  constituent  part,  necessary  to  compleat 
the  human  nature  ;  without  which  it  was  indisposed  for  those 
actions  and  enjoyments  which  arise  from  its  union  with  the  bo- 
dy. This  it  is  said  to  wait  for,  as  a  desire  of  re-union  there- 
with is  natural  to  it.  Nevertheless  it  waits  without  impatience, 
or  any  diminution  of  its  intellectual  happiness. 

(2.)  As  to  what  respects  the  bodies  of  believers,  they  are 
said  to  continue  united  to  Christ,  which  is  the  result  of  their 
being  redeemed  by  him,  and  of  his  condescending  to  dwell  in 
them  by  his  Spirit.  Accordingly  his  love  extends  itself  to  their 
lower  part,  as  well  as  to  their  souls ;  and,  as  the  apostle  says. 
Nothing  shall  separate  a  believer  from  his  love^  no,  not  death 
itself  ver.  38,  39.  upon  which  account  they  are  said  to  sleep  in 
yesus^  1  Thes.  iv.  14.  or  to  die  in  the  Lord^  Rev.  xiv.  14. 
They  are  indeed  buried  in  the  grave,  and  seem  to  lie  neglected 
like  common  dust :  nevertheless  it  is  said,  Precious  in  the  sight 
of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  saints,  Psal.  cxvi.  15.  Christ 
reckons  every  particle  of  their  dust  among  his  Jewels,  Mai.  iii. 
17.  and  is  no  more  ashamed  to  own  them  as  his  peculiar  care, 
than  he  was  when  they  were  in  their  most  flourishing  state  in 
this  world  ;  and  for  this  reason  they  are  also  said  to  rest  in  their 
graves  as  in  their  beds.    This  is  a  scripture-expression,  as  the 
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Psalmist  says,  My  fiesh  shall  rest  iri  hope^  Psal.  xvi.  9.  and  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  He  shall  enter  into  peace^  theij  shall  rest  in  their 
bcdsy  Isa.  Ivii.  2.  The  body,  indeed,  remains,  at  the  same  time, 
under  the  external  part  of  the  curse  due  to  man  for  sin  ;  yet  it 
is  freed  from  that  which  is  the  most  bitter  ingredient  therein  ; 
which  will  be  abundantly  demonstrated  when  death  shall  be 
compleatly  swallowed  up  in  victory.  In  this  the  bodies  of  be- 
lievers have  the  advantage  of  all  others.  The  frame  of  nature 
indeed  is  dissolved ;  there  is  no  visible  mark  of  distinction  from, 
the  wicked  put  upon  them  in  the  grave ;  yet  there  is  a  vast  dif- 
ference in  God's  account,  which  one  elegantly  compares  to  the 
removing  of  the  tabernacle  in  the  wilderness  :  when  the  Israel- 
ites changed  their  stations,  all  the  parts  thereof  were  carefully 
taken  down  and  delivered  to  the  Levites'  charge,  in  order  to 
its  being  raised  again  with  honour;  whereas,  the  house  incu- 
rably infected  with  the  leprosy,  was  plucked  down  with  vio- 
lence, and  thrown  into  an  unclean  place  with  execration.  The 
bodies  of  the  saints  are  committed  to  the  bosom  of  the  earth,  as 
the  repository  Christ  has  appointed  for  them ;  from  whence  he 
will  call  them  forth  at  last,  when  their  souls  shall  be  again  uni- 
ted to  them  in  the  glorious  morning  of  the  resurrection.  This 
leads  us  to  consider, 

III.  The  misery  which  the  souls  of  the  wicked  endure  at 
death,  which  is  contained  in  the  latter  part  of  this  answer^ 

We  have  here  a  different  scene  opened,  the  final  estate  of  the 
wicked  described  in  words  adapted  to  strike  dread  and  terroV 
into  those  who  have,  at  present,  no  sense  of  their  future  mise- 
ry :  their  souls  are  considered  as  cast  into,  or  shut  up  in  hell ; 
their  bodies  imprisoned  in  the  grave,  and  both,  the  objects  of 
divine  wrath.  We  shall  have  occasion,  under  a  following  an- 
swer,* farther  to  speak  concerning  the  punishment  that  shall 
be  inflicted  on  sinners,  whose  torments  shall  be  inexpressible, 
both  in  body  and  soul,  after  the  day  of  judgment:  and  there- 
fore we  shall,  at  present,  consider  the  misery  which  the  souls 
of  the  wicked  shall  undergo  before  they  are  united  to  their  bo- 
dies. The  soul,  which  carries  out  of  the  world  with  it  the  power 
of  reflecting  on  itself  as  happy  or  miserable,  immediately  sees 
itself  separate  from  the  comfortable  presence  of  God,  the  foun- 
tain of  blessedness.  And  that  which  tends  to  enhance  its  mise- 
ry beyond  what  it  is  capable  of  in  this  life,  will  be  the  enlarge- 
ment of  its  faculties ;  as  the  apprehension  shall  be  more  clear 
and  its  sensation  of  the  wrath  of  God  more  pungent ;  when  it 
is  not  oppressed  with  that  drowsiness  and  stupidity  as  it  was 
before ;  nor  v/ill  it  be  possible  for  it  to  delude  itself,  with  those 
vain  hopes,  which  it  once  conceived,  of  escaping  that  misery, 
which  it  is  now  plunged  into  ;  when  all  the  waves  and  billows 
•  Qxiest-  Ixxxix. 
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of  the  Aimighty  shall  overwhelm  and  swallow  it  up.  The  soul 
is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  the  subject  of  mistr)',  as  it  is  made 
uneasy  by  its  own  thoughts ;  which  are  compared  to  the  worm 
that  dieth  not.  While  it  looks  backwards,  and  calls  to  mind  the 
actions  of  his  past  life,  and  all  his  sins  are  charged  upon  him, 
this  fills  it  with  such  a  sense  of  guilt  and  confusion  as  is  inex- 
pressibly tormenting ;  and  when  he  looks  forward,  there  is  no- 
thing but  wdiat  administers  despair,  which  increases  his  misery 
to  the  highest  degree.  These  torments  the  soul  endures  before 
it  is  reunited  to  the  body,  and  thereby  rendered  receptive  of 
others,  which  we  generally  call  the  punishment  of  sense,  that 
are  conveyed  by  it. 

The  place  of  punishment  is  the  same  that  is  allotted  for  soul 
and  body,  viz.  hell ;  and  this  is  called  utter  darkness ;  which  is 
an  expression  used  to  signify  the  greatest  degree  of  misery. 
As  for  their  bodies,  they  dread  the  thoughts  of  being  united  to 
them  again ;  inasmuch  as  that  will  bring  with  it  new  accessions 
of  torment.  These  are  considered  as  liable  to  a  double  dis- 
honour ;  not  only  that  which  arises  from  their  being  in  a  state 
of  corruption  in  common  with  all  mankind;  but  in  their  being 
detained  in  the  grave,  as  prisoners  to  the  justice  of  God,  from 
whence  they  shall  not  be  released  as  persons  acquitted  or  dis- 
charged, but  remanded  from  that  prison  to  another,  from 
whence  there  is  no  deliverance.  But  more  of  this  under  a  fol- 
lowing answer. 


Quest.  LXXXVII.  What  are  zve  to  believe  concerning^  the 
resurrection  ? 

Answ.  We  are  to  believe,  that  at  the  last  day  there  shall  be  a 
general  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  just  and  unjust; 
when  they  that  are  then  found  alive,  shall,  in  a  moment,  be 
changed ;  and  the  self-same  bodies  of  the  dead  which  were 
laid  in  the  grave,  being  then  again  united  to  their  souls  for 
ever,  shall  be  raised  up  by  the  power  of  Christ;  the  bodies 
of  the  just,  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  and  by  virtue  of  his  re- 
surrection, as  their  head,  shall  be  raised  in  power,  spiritual, 
incorruptible,  and  made  like  to  his  glorious  body ;  and  the 
bodies  of  the  wicked  shall  be  raised  up  in  dishonour,  By  him, 
as  an  offended  Judge. 

IN  the  foregoing  answers,  we  have  considered  the  soul  and 
body  as  separated  by  death,  the  body  turned  to  corruption, 
and  the  soul  immediately  entering  into  a  state  of  happiness  or 
i3ni5-f  rv  :  and  ar'^  noy/'  led  to  insist  on  the  doctrine  of  the  resur- 
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rectioTi,  when  these  two  constituent  parts  of  man  shall  be  re- 
united. And  accordingly  we  shall  endeavour, 

I.  To  explain  what  we  are  to  understand  by  the  resurrection 
of  the  dead. 

II.  We  shall  prove  that  there  Is  nothing  in  this  doctrine  con- 
trary to  reason,  at  least,  if  we  consider  it  as  a  supernatural  and 
divine  work. 

III.  We  shall  farther  observe,  that  this  doctrine  could  not 
be  known  by  the  light  of  nature ;  and  therefore  we  believe  it 
as  founded  in  divine  revelation. 

IV.  What  arguments  are  contained  in  scripture  for  the  proof 
thereof;  some  of  v/hich  might  be  taken  from  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, and  others  from  the  New,  in  which  it  is  more  clearly 
revealed. 

V.  We  shall  answer  some  of  the  most  material  objections 
brought  against  it. 

VI.  We  shall  consider  it  as  universal,  as  it  is  here  styled  a 
general  resurrection  of  the  dead,  from  the  beginning  of  time  to 
Christ's  second  coming  j  yet  with  this  exception,  that  they  who 
are  found  alive  shall  be  changed.   And, 

VII.  The  condition  in  which  the  body  shall  be  raised ;  and 
those  circumstances  of  honour  and  glory,  which  respect,  more 
especially,  the  resurrection  of  the  just.  And,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  shall  consider  the  resurrection  of  the  wicked,  as  being  in 
dishonour,  by  Christ,  as  an  offended  Judge. 

I.  What  are  we  to  understand  by  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  We  sometimes  find  the  word  taken,  in  scripture,  in  a 
metaphorical  sense,  for  God's  doing  those  things  for  his  church, 
which  could  not  be  brought  about  any  otherwise  than  by  his 
extraordinary  and  supernatural  power.  Sometimes  the  work  of 
regeneration  is  set  forth  by  this  figurative  way  of  speaking; 
whereby  they  who  are  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,  are  said  to 
be  quickened ;  and  our  Saviour  speaks  of  this  when  he  says, 
The  hour  is  comings  and  nozv  is,  when  the  dead  shall  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God;  and  they  that  hear  shall  live,  John  v. 
25.  But  we  are  to  understand  it  in  a  proper  sense,  as  denoting 
that  change  which  shall  pass  upon  the  body,  when  it  shall  be 
delivered  from  the  state  of  corruption,  into  which  it  was 
brought  at  death,  and  reunited  to  the  soul ;  which  is  distin- 
guished in  a  following  verse,  from  this  metaphorical  sense  of 
it,  when  he  says,  AH  that  are  in  the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice, 
and  shall  come  forth,  they  that  have  done  good  unto  the  resurrec- 
tion of  life,  and  they  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  resurrection  of 
damnation,  ver.  23.  This  includes  in  it  not  barely  the  repairing^ 
but  the  rebuilding  the  frame  of  nature ;  which  was  not  only  de- 
cayed, but  dissolved  in  death ;  or  the  gathering  together  those 
particles  of  matter,  of  which  the  body  was  before  constituted; 
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which  was  not  only  turned  into  corruption,  but  common  dust; 
whereby  a  new  body,  as  to  the  form  and  qualities  thereof,  is 
erected  out  of  its  old  materials ;  otherwise  it  could  not  be  called 
a  resurrection.  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  the  body  shall  not,  in  all 
respects,  be  the  same  that  it  was  when  separated  from  the  soul ; 
as  the  apostle  compares  it  to  a  grain  of  wheat  sown  in  the 
ground,  which,  when  it  springs  up,  is  not  altogether  the  same 
as  it  was  before  ;  for  God  giveth  it  a  body^  (o)  as  it  hath  pleased 
him,  and  to  every  seed  his  own  body,  1  Cor.  xv.  37,  38.  It  is  the 
same  for  substance,  as  it  consists  of  the  same  materials,  but 
very  different  as  to  its  qualities ;  as  will  be  farther  considered, 
when  we  speak  concerning  the  condition  of  the  body  when 
raised  from  the  dead ;  and  as  it  is  raised  with  a  design  that  it 
should  be  re-united  to  the  soul,  which  will  immediately  follow 
upon  it ;  and  this  union  shall  be  indissoluble  and  eternal. 

II.  We  shall  now  consider  that  there  is  nothing  contrary  to 
reason,  or  impossible,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  which  might 
have  a  tendency  to  overthrow  this  doctrine ;  especially  if  we 
consider  it  as  a  supernatural  and  divine  work,  brought  about 
by  the  almighty  power  of  God. 

If  we  look  no  farther  than  the  power  of  natural  causes,  we 
may  conclude  it  to  be  impossible  for  a  creature  to  effect,  as 
much  as  it  was  at  first  to  produce  the  body  of  man  out  of  the 
dust  of  the  ground ;  but  this  is  not  impossible  with  God :  He 
that  gave  life  and  being  to  all  things ;  and,  by  his  sovereign 
will,  puts  a  period  to  that  life,  which  had  been,  for  some  time 
continued  by  his  power  and  providence,  can  give  a  new  life  to 
it ;  especially  if  there  be  nothing  in  this  work  that  renders  it 
unmeet  for  it  to  be  performed  by  him. 

That  there  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  the  thing  that  renders 
a  resurrection  impossible,  appears,  in  that  death,  though  it  be 
a  dissolution  of  the  frame  of  nature,  does  not  annihilate  the 


(fl)  "  By  affirming,  that  the  grain  produced  from  the  seed  somti,  is  nottbe 
very  body  which  is  sown,  the  apostle  I  think  insinuates,  that  the  body  to  be 
raised  is  not  numerically  the  same  with  the  body  deposited  at  death,  but  some- 
thing of  the  same  kind  formed  by  the  energy  of  God.  Having  sucli  an  example 
of  the  divine  power  before  our  eyes,  we  cannot  think  the  reproduction  of  the  body 
impossible,  thovigh  its  parts  be  utterly  dissipated.  Farther,  although  the  very 
numerical  body  is  not  raised,  yet  the  body  is  truly  raised,  because  what  is  raised, 
being  united  to  the  soul,  there  will  arise  in  the  man  thus  completed,  a  conscious- 
ness of  his  identity,  by  which  he  will  be  sensible  of  the  justice  of  the  retribution 
which  is  made  to  him  for  his  deeds.  Besides,  this  new  body,  will  more  than  sup- 
ply the  phace  of  the  old,  by  serving  every  purpose  necessary  to  the  perfection  and 
happiness  of  tlie  man  in  his  new  state.  According  to  this  view  of  the  subject, 
the  objection  taken  from  the  scattering  of  the  particles  of  the  body  that  dies,  has 
no  place ;  because  it  does  not  seem  necessary,  th.it  the  body  to  be  raised,  should 
be  composed  of  them.  For  the  scripture  no  where  affirms,  that  the  same  numeri- 
cal body  is  to  be  raised.  What  it  teaches  is,  that  the  dead  shall  be  raised." 

Ds.  Mackxisut. 
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body.  If  the  body,  indeed,  were  annihilated  at  death,  then  it 
would  be  impossible,  or  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things,  that 
there  should  be  a  resurrection  thereof;  since  the  bringing  ic 
again  into  a  state  ol  existence  would  be  a  new  creation  ;  which, 
though  ic  would  not  be  too  great  a  work  for  omnipotency,  yet 
it  could  not  be  styled  a  resurrection,  or  restoring  the  same  body 
to  life  that  was  separated  from  the  soul,  to  which  it  was  once 
united.  But  when  we  suppose  that  the  matter  of  which  the  bo- 
dy consisted  is  still  in  being,  and  nothing  is  necessary  to  the 
raising  it  from  the  dead  but  the  recollecting  the  various  parti- 
cles thereof,  and  forming  it  again  into  a  body,  fitted  to  receive 
the  soul :  this  is  not  in  its  own  nature  impossible ;  nor  does  it 
infer  a  contradiction,  so  as  that  we  should  argue  from  thence, 
that  it  cannot  be  brought  about  by  divine  pov.er. 

That  this  may  more  fully  appear,  let  it  be  considered,  that 
nothing  which  God  has  brought  into  being,  can  be  annihilated, 
but  by  an  act  of  his  will ;  since  nothing  can  defeat  or  disannul 
his  providence,  which  upholdeth  all  things  that  were  brought 
into  being  by  the  word  of  his  power.  It  is  also  certain,  that  God 
has  given  us  no  ground  to  conclude  that  any  part  of  his  mate- 
rial creation  has  been,  or  shall  be  turned  into  nothing;  from 
whence  it  follows,  that  the  particles  of  all  the  bodies  of  men, 
that  once  lived  in  this  world,  though  turned  to  corruption  or 
dust,  are  as  mtich  in  being  as  ever  they  were,  though  not  in 
the  same  form. 

Again,  it  is  certain  that  God,  who  made  and  upholdeth  all 
things,  has  a  perfect  knowledge  of  that  which  is  the  object  of 
his  power,  since  his  undersfJmding  is  infinite  :  therefore  he 
knows  where  the  scattered  dust,  or  the  smallest  particles  of 
matter  that  once  constituted  the  bodies  of  men,  are  reserved: 
and  when  we  speak  of  a  resurrection  from  the  dead,  we  un- 
derstand hereby  the  gathering  them  together,  and  disposing 
them  in  such  a  way  as  that  new  bodies  shall  be  framed  out  of 
them :  therefore,  though  this  covdd  not  be  done  by  any  but 
God,  it  is  not  impossible,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  for  him 
to  do  it ;  and  that  he  will  do  it  will  be  considered,  when  we 
come  more  directly  to  the  proof  of  this  doctrine.  We  shall 
therefore  proceed, 

III.  To  consider  it  as  a  matter  of  pure  revelation,  such  as 
we  could  not  have  known  by  the  light  of  nature,  without  the 
assistance  of  scripture-light.  Something,  indeed,  might  be 
known  by  reason  concerning  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and 
its  being  not  only  capable  of  happiness  or  misery  in  a  future 
state,  but  dealt  with  therein  according' to  its  behaviour  in  this 
world :  nevertheless,  when  we  enquire  into  that  part,  which 
the  body  shall  bear  therein ;  whether  it  shall  be  raised  and  re- 
united to  the  soul,  to  be  for  ever  a  partner  \yith  it  in  what  re- 

VoL.  III.  T  t 
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spects  its  state  in  another  world,  or  shall  remain  for  ever  in 
a  state  of  corruption  ;  this  cannot  be  known  by  the  light  of 
nature. 

There  are,  indeed,  many  things  which  we  find  in  the  writings 
of  the  Heathen,  that  discover  them  to  have  had  some  notion  of 
what  bears  a  resemblance  to  a  resurrection  :  as  when  they  speak 
concerning  the  transmigration  of  souls,  or  their  living  in  other 
bodies,  when  separated  from  those  which  they  formerly  were 
united  to.  And  others  of  them  speak  concerning  the  general 
conflagration,  and  the  restoration  of  all  things,  immediately  af- 
ter, to  their  former  state,  as  well  as  give  som.e  hints  which  are 
contained  in  their  writings,  concerning  particular  persons  that 
have  been  raised  from  the  dead,  at  least,  pretended  to  have 
been  so.  What  we  fmd  of  this  nature  therein,  very  much  re* 
sembles  the  fabulous  account  we  have  in  the  Popish  legends  of 
miracles,  said  to  have  been  wrought,  though  without  proof: 
thus  we  are  told  of  one  Aristeas,  the  Proconnesian,  who  had 
a  power  of  expiring  and  returning  to  life  at  pleasure,  and  rela- 
ting what  he  had  seen  in  a  separate  state.*  The  same  is  re- 
ported of  one  Hermotimus  of  Clazomena.f  But  the  most  fa- 
mous story  of  this  kind,  is  what  is  related  by  Plato,^  and  tran- 
scribed from  him  by  Eusebius,§  concerning  one  Er,  the  son  of 
Armenius ;  who,  after  he  was  slain  in  battle,  and  had  continued 
ten  days  among  other  dead  bodies,  was  brought  home  to  his 
house;  and  two  days  after,  being  laid  on  his  funeral  pile,  came 
to  life  again :  this  Plato,  while  he  is  relating  it,  calls  little  bet- 
ter than  a  fable.  :|  And  it  was  treated  by  others  with  ridicule, 
hov,r  much  soever  believed  by  some  who  regarded  reports  more 
than  solid  evidence  of  the  truth  thereof.  •■ 

I  might  also  mention  others,  who  are  said,  bv  Heathen  wri-" 
ters  to  have  been  translated  into  heaven  in  their  bodies  and 

*  This  is  reported  in  a  very  fabulous  manner,  and  is  rechoned  f>o  more  than  cat 
idle  tale  by  Pliny,  -oho  mentions  it  amovg  other  stoties  of  the  like  nature.  Vid.  Plin: 
JVhf.  Hist.  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  lii.  Animam  Aristcei  etiam  x>isam  evolentem  ex  ore,  j>»  Pre- 
conneso,  corvi  effgie,  magna  qjicc  sequitur  fubnlositate.  This  is  also  mentioned  as  a 
fable  by  Origen.  Vid.  Origin.  Lib.  iii.  Contr.  Cels. 

■j"  Vid.  Plin.  Mit.  Hist.  Cap.  lii.  HeperiKits  inter  exewpla  Hennotimi  ClazomeniL 
aidmam  relicto  corpore,  errare  soUtan,  vagamq  ,■  e  loginqvo  inulia  amivnciare.  Qu<e 
rdsi  a  prtesenti  nosci  iton  possent ;  but  by  the  foil owivg  icords  he  apeaks  of  him  as  not 
dead,  but  in  a  hind  of  deliqu'mtn  ;  corpore  interim  stnianimi ;  but  yet  it  tuas  given 
out  by  many,  that  he  died  and  rose  again  very  often.  This  Lucian  himself  laughs  at 
as  a  foolish  tale.   Vid.  Lucian.  Enc.  JHusc. 

*  Vid.  Plat,  de  liepub.  Lib.  x. 

§  Vid.  Euseb.  Prceparat.  Evang.  Lib.sX.  Cap.  xxxv.  It  is  mentioned  by  Plu- 
tarch, Symp.  Lib.  ix.  Cap.  v. 

II  Macrobius  speaking  concerning  it,  in  Sornn.  Scip.  Lib.  1.  Cap.  1.  fvpresenis  Ci- 
cero as  being  under  a  great  concern,  that  this  story  of  Er  -was  ridiculed,  by  mary 
■who  did  not  stick  to  say,  Visum  fuisse  Erem,  titam  effundere,  animamq  ;  recipere, 
quam  revera  7ion  amiserat.  See  more  to  this  fitrposeinlfuet.  Uemo/ist.  Evan^,. 
Prop.  is.  Cap.  ciliL 
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aouls  *  :  Which  might  take  its  first  rise  from  what  they  had  re- 
ceived by  tradition,  concerning  the  translation  of  Enoch  and 
Klijah  ;  as  the  stories  of  those  that  were  raised  from  the  dead 
might  he  first  invented  by  them  with  this  view,  that  their  reli- 
gion might  have  as  great  reputation  as  that  of  the  Jews. 

Bat  notwithstanding  these  particular  instances  related  by 
them,  of  some  translated,  or  others  raised  from  the  dead;  there 
were  very  few  of  them  that  believed  the  doctrine  of  the  resur- 
rection ;  and  some  treated  it  with  as  much  contempt  as  we  do 
the  before-mentioned  account  which  they  give  of  particular 
persons  raised  from  the  dead  f.  This  agrees  very  well  witk 
what  we  read  in  scripture,  concerning  the  treatment  the  apos- 
tle Paul  met  with,  when  he  encountered  the  Epicureans  and 
Stoicks  at  Athens,  preaching  to  them  yesus  and  the  resurrec- 
tion^ Acts  xvii.  18.  upon  which  occasion  they  call  him  babbler  ; 
and  insinuated  that  he  seemed  to  be  a  setter  forth  of  strange 
gods.  Oecumenius  and  Chrysostom  think,  that  they  supposed 
he  reckoned  the  resurrection  fimong  the  gods  +,  as  v/ell  as  Je- 
sus^ whose  divinity  he  doubtless  maintained  ;  but  whether  they 
were  so  stupid  as  thus  to  wrest  his  words,,  is  not  nwteriaL  It 
is  no  wonder  to  find  the  Epicureans  treating  this  doctrine  with 
ridicule  ;  for  they,  denying  the  imniortality  of  the  soul,  could 
not  entertain  the  least  idea  of  the  resurrection  of  the  body  in 
any  sense  :  Whereas  the  Stoicks,  though  they  did  not  own  the 
doctrine  of  the  resurrection,  yet  they  could  not  think  it  so 
strange  a  doctrine  as  some  others  might  do  ;.  since  they  hel^l 
that  the  soul,  after  death,  continued  at  least,  as  long  as  the 
body ;  and  thev  knew  very  well,  that  many  of  the  philosophers 
strenuously  maintained  the  transmigration  of  souls  ;  and,  in- 
deed, this  was  held  by  many  of  them,  as  well  as  the  Platonists 
and  Pythagoreans  ;  and  therefore  the  resurrection,  though  iv 
diftered  from  it,  could  not  seem  so  strange  and  unheard  of  a 

•  Sec  a  late  kanied  tiinter,  Ifodjj  on  the  resurrection  of  the  same  bodtj  ;  vho  re- 
fers to  several picices  in  Heathen  writers,  ofiahom  some  believed  it ;  others  exliosedit 
as  fubulnus.  Pug-  13 — 16. 

f  Thus  Pliiuj,  -loho  a  Utile  before  related  several  stories  of  persons  raised  from  the 
dead,  notwithstanding  calh  the  doctrine  of  tlie  resurrection,  puerile  delirarneiitum. 
Vid.  Ejusd.  JViif  lUst.  Lib.  vii.  Cap.  Iv.  and  elsewhere  lie  speaks  of  it  as  a  thing  iii 
Us  own  nature  imposuble  ;  and  therefore  concludea  it  to  be  cue  of  those  things  which 
Cod  cannot  do.  Lib.  ii.  Cap.  vii.  JVe  Deiim  guidem  posse  omnia,  nee  mor tales  oeler- 
nitate  donare,  ant  revocare  defuncios.  Jnd  Mimitius  Felix.  Vid.  Ejnsd.  Octav. 
Cap.  xi.  brings  in  an  Heathen,  -who  was  his  friend,  railing  at  it,  without  any  decency, 
as  though  it  was  no  belter  than  an  old  wives- fable  ;  and  the  principal  argument  fie  pro 
duces,  is,  because  he  supposes  it  impossible  for  a  body  that  was  burnt  to  ashe?,  to  sfyring 
tip  into  life  again.  And  Celsus,  speaking  concerning  the  impossibiliti/ of  God's  doing 
any  thing  contrary  to  nature,  reckons  this  among  those  tilings.  Vid.  Orig.  Covtr 
Cels.  Lib.  v.  Page  240.  and  says,  tlie  hope  hereof  is  more  worthy  of7iH)rms  than  men 
and  styles  it  an  abominable,  «s  well  fl?  an  impossible,  thing,  n.hic.'i  Gtd  nei'hrr  ca:% 
nor  will  do. 
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notion,  as  that  they  should  reckon  it  among  the  gods  :  How- 
ever, it  plainly  appears  from  hence  that  this  doctrine  could  not 
be  learned  by  the  light  of  nature;  whatever  confused  ideas  the 
Heathen  might  have  entertained  by  tradition,  concerning  it. 

Therefore  it  follows  from  hence,  that  we  must  look  lor  a  sa- 
tisfactory account  hereof  from  scripture  :  Thus  when  the  Sad- 
ducees  put  a  stupid  question  to  our  Saviour  concerning  the 
zvoman  that  had  seven  husbands^  which  successively  died;  and 
they  would  know  whose  xvife  she  should  be  in  the  resurrection; 
by  which  they  designed  to  express  their  opposition  to  this  doc- 
trine, rather  than  a  desire  of  information  as  to  the  question 
proposed  :  Our  Saviour  in  his  reply  to  them  refers  them  to  the 
scriptures^  Matt,  xxii  29.  as  the  fountain  from  whence  a  clear 
and  satisfactory  knowledge  of  this  doctrine  is  to  be  derived  as 
Vf&W  as  from  the  poxver  of  God.  This  divine  perfection  argues 
t\\e  possibility  thereof,  the  justice  and  goodness  of  God,  its  ex- 
pediency; but  the  scriptures,  which  contain  a  revelation  of  his 
will,  represent  it  as  certain;  and  this  leads  us  to  consider  some 
arguments  that  are  contained  in,  or  deduced  from  scripture  for 
the  proof  thereof ;  and  here  we  shall  consider, 

1.  Those  proofs  which  v/e  have  for  it,  taken  from  tlie  Old 
Testament.  These  I  chuse  first  to  insist  on,  because  I  am 
sensible  there  are  many  wdio  think,  that  the  church  knew  no- 
thing of  it,  till  it  v/as  revealed,  by  our  Saviour,  in  the  New 
Testament :  This  very  much  detracts  from  the  importance  of 
the  doctrine,  as  well  as  renders  the  state  of  those  who  lived  be- 
fore Christ's  incarnation,  very  uncomfortable,  since  the  saints, 
according  to  this  opinion,  must  have  had  no  hope  of  a  glorious 
resurrection  to  eternal  life.  This  notion  is  defended  by  many 
who  extend  the  darkness  of  the  dispensation  farther  than  what 
is  convenient ;  and  among  others,  it  is  generally  maintained  by 
the  Socinians,  probably  Avith  this  design,  that  since  according 
to  them,  our  Saviour  had  little  else  in  view,  in  coming  into  the 
world,  but  to  lead  men  into  the  knowledge  of  some  things 
which  they  were  ignorant  of  before  ;  this  might  be  reckoned 
one  of  those  doctrines  that  he  came  to  communicate.  Thus 
Volkelius  denies  that  there  were  any  promises  of  eternal  life 
made  to  the  church  under  the  Old  Testament ;  and  concludes 
that  there  was  no  one  who  had  the  least  surmise  that  any  such 
doctrine  was  contained  in  those  scriptures  which  we  common- 
ly bring  from  thence  to  prove  it  *.     And  to  give  countenance 

*  Vid.  Volkel.  de  vera  relig.  Lib.  iii.  Cap.  xi.  ^pparet  promis.iionem  vita  sempi- 
ternx  in  prisco  illo  Joedere  factam  minime  finsse.  Jiiid  in  a  foUor.'ivg  part  of  t hit- 
chapter,  ivlter-ein  he  professedly  treats  on  this  subject,  -i  ■  adds  ,•  Qiut  apertis  luciden- 
tissimisq  ;  verbis  ut  in  nova  scriptura  fieri  vidtajiiiis,  hoc  Dei  beneficium  nobis  pol- 
liceantur.  Ex  quorwn  mnnere,  hoc  de  quo  agimus,  nequaqmim  esse Mnc patet,  quod 
antequam  Chrislus  illud  explicaret,  nemo  unqnam  extitit,  qui  vei  msp'cari  auderet, 
tale  quid  illo  comprehendi. 
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to  this  opinion,  several  quotations  are  often  taken  from  Jewish 
writers,  since  our  Saviour's  time,  who  either  speak  doubtfully 
of  this  matter,  or  give  occasion  to  think  that  they  did  not  un- 
derstand those  scriptures  which  establish  the  doctrine  of  the  re- 
surrection in  the  Old  Testament,  as  having  any  reference  to  it. 
Therefore  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  us  to  enquire ;  what  were 
the  sentiments  of  some  of  the  Jews  about  this  matter  ?  Every 
one  knows  that  there  was  one  sect  amongst  them,  namely,  the 
Sadducees,  who  distinguished  themselves  from  others  by  deny- 
ing it :  And  Josephus  gives  the  largest  account  of  any  one, 
concerning  another  sect^  to  wit,  the  Essens,  who  aiTected  to 
lead  a  recluse  life,  in  their  respective  colleges,  and  were  gov- 
erned by  laws  peculiar  to  themselv^es  :  Among  other  things 
which  he  relates  concerning  their  conduct  and  sentiments,  he 
says,  that  it  was  an  opinion  established  among  them,  that  the 
bodies  of  men  were  corruptible,  and  the  matter  of  which  they 
were  compounded,  not  perpetual ;  though  the  soul  remained 
for  ever  :  And  then  he  represents  them  as  speaking,  according 
to  the  Pythagorean  and  Platonick  way,  concerning  the  body's 
being  the  prison  of  the  soul,  and  its  remaining  when  released 
from  it,  and  of  the  soul's  dwelling  in  a  pleasant  place,  and  en- 
joying many  things  that  tend  to  make  it  happy,  &c.  *.  Nev- 
ertheless, his  account  of  them  is  so  short,  and  the  expression 
on  which  the  whole  stress  of  this  supposition  is  founded,  a  little 
ambiguous,  namely,  that  the  bodies  of  men  are  corruptible,  and 
their  matter  not  perpetual,  which  may  be  understood  as  agree- 
ing with  the  common  faith  concerning  man's  mortality,  and  the 
body's  turning  to  corruption,  and  not  remaining  in  the  same 
state  in  which  it  was ;  that  it  seems  to  leave  the  matter  doubt- 
ful, whether  they  asserted  or  denied  the  resurrection.  It  is 
also  supposed,  that  Philo  denied  this  doctrine  from  several  pas- 
sages observed  in  his  writings,  which  a  late  learned  writer  takes 
notice  off  ;  but  this  is  only  the  opinion  of  a  single  person,  who, 
according  to  his  general  character,  seemr,  to  be  halting  between 
two  opinions,  to  wit,  the  doctrine  of  Moses,  and  the  philoso- 
phy of  Plato  ;  and  therefore  I  take  his  scntim.ents,  about  this, 
to  be  nothing  else  but  an  affection  of  thinking  or  speaking  a- 
greeably  to  the  Platonic  philosophy,  which  had  probably  given 
such  a  tincture  to  his  notions,  that  he  might  deny  the  resurrec- 
tion. And  if  the  Essens,  before-mentioned,  should  be  allowed 
to  have  denied  it,  they  received  it  from  their  attachment  to  the 
same,  or,  at  least,  the  Pythagorean  philosophy  :  But  we  can- 
not from  hence  conclude  that  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection 
was  denied  by  the  main  body  of  the  Jews,  or  the  greatest  part 

•    Vid.  Joseph,  de  Bell.  Jitd.  Lib.  ii.  Cap.  vii.     K«/  ynf  ippu^^it  irup  a-JJu;  uSi  v  <f«^« 
^6tpl;i  fxtvuvtt  T^  rcefxilx,  xa<  twv  t/^l1v  cv  jucvi/ucv  avion,  &c. 
f  See  Dr.  Hod^  on  the  resurrection^  &c.  JPage  56—59. 
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of  them  ;  or  by  any,  excepting  those  who  were  led  out  of  the 
way,  by  the  writings  of  the  philosophers  :  Which  gave  occa- 
sion to  the  apostle  Paul  to  warn  the  church  to  bexvare  ofphilO' 
sophy  and  vain  deceit^  after  the  tradition  of  men ^  after  the  rudi- 
ments of  the  xvorld,  and  not  after  Christy  Col.  ii.  8.  as  foresee- 
ing that  some  of  them,  in  after-ages,  would,  in  many  respects, 
corrupt  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  by  accommodating  them  to, 
or  explaining  them  by  what  they  found  in  the  writings  of  the 
Heathen  philosophers,  as  Origen,  Justin  Martyr,  and  some 
others  did ;  and  he  seems  to  take  the  hint  from  what  had  been 
before  observed  relating  to  the  corruption  of  the  Jewish y^/Zi/i, 
by  those  who  were  attached  to  them.  Thus  concerning  the 
opinion  of  those  Jews,  who  are  supposed  to  deny  the  doctrine 
of  the  resurrection. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  several  Rabbinical  writers, 
who  sufficiently  intimate  their  belief  of  this  doctrine  ;  though 
it  is  true,  some  of  them  infer  it  from  such  premises,  as  discov- 
er great  weakness  in  their  method  of  reasoning.  Thus  the 
learned  bishop  Pearson  observes,  that  they  produce  several  pla- 
ces out  of  Moses's  writings,  which  when  the  resurrection  is 
believed,  may,  in  some  kind,  serve  to  illustrate  it,  but  can,  ia 
no  degree,  be  thought  to  reveal  so  great  a  mystery  *»  And 
Dr.  Lightfoot  produces  other  proofs,  which  they  bring  for  this 
doctrine,  as  little  to  the  purpose  f ,  of  which  all  the  use  that  can 
be  made  is,  that  we  may  from  hence  observe,  that  they  believ 
ed  the  doctrine  we  are  maintaining,  to  be  contained  in  scrip- 
ture. Whether  they  were  able  to  defend  it  by  shewing  the 
force  of  those  arguments  on  which  it  is  founded  therein  or  no, 

*  See  Bishop  Pearson  on  the  Creed,  .Srt'c.  II.  ivho  observes,  from  their  rvritingSt 
that  because,  in  t  he  format  io7i  of  man, mentioned  in  Gen.  ii.  7.  Jilosesnges  the  word 
'^'^1''^  cndin  the  formation  of  beaits,  verse  19- the  ■rvord '^i^'i)  the  former  having 
two  jods,  the  letter  but  one  :  Therefore  the  beuits  are  made  but  once,  but  man  twice i 
io  luit,  once  in  his  generatiort,  and  the  second  time  in  his  restirrection.  And  they 
strangely  apprehend  a  proof  of  the  resurrection  to  be  contained  i?i  t/ie  malediction. 
Gen.  iii.  19.  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  thoi;  shalt  return,  q.  d.  thou  art  now 
dust  while  thou  livest ,-  and,  after  death,  thou  shalt  return  unto  this  dust,  that  is, 
thou  shall  live  again,  us  thou,  dost  noxu :  And  those  ruordsin  Exod.  xv.  1.  then  sang 
Moses  and  the  children  of  Israel ;  they  render  he  shall  sing,  viz.  after  the  resurrec- 
tion 171  the  life  to  come,  and  from  thefice  infer  this  doctrine,  which  could  afford  but 
very  small  satisfaction  to  thx  Sadducees,  -while  they  emitted  to  insist  on  other  preg- 
nant proofs  thereof. 

I  See  Vol.  II.  Heb.  and  Talmud.  Exercit.  on  John  iv.  25.  wherein  he  says,  that 
they  pretend  to  prove  it  from  Deut.  xxxi.  16.  -where  God  says  to  Muses,  Thou  shalt 
sleep  with  thy  fathers,  and  rise  again ;  -which  is  an  addition  to,  as  well  as  a  perver- 
sion of  the  text ;  which  says,  the  people  shall  rise  up  and  go  a  whoring,  &c.  and 
Page  .541,  and  78".  he  represents  them  as  proving  it  from  Josh,  viii  30.  where  it  is 
said,  that  Joshua  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord ;  which  they  translate,  he  shall  build 
an  altar;  supposing  this  to  be  after  (he  resuiTection :  And  from  Psal.  Ixxxiv.  4. 
Blessed  are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  house,  they  will  be  still  praising  thee,  they 
suppose  is  meant  of  their  praising  God  after  the  resurrection.  See  many  other  ab^ 
turd  methods  of  reasoning  to  the  same  purpose,  referred  to  by  him  in  the  same  piece. 
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23  not  much  to  our  present  purpose,  my  design  in  referring  to 
their  writings  being  to  prove  that  this  doctrine  was  embraced 
by  the  Jews,  in  the  ages  before,  as  well  as  since  our  Saviours 
time.     It  is  true,  the  Talmud,  and  other  v/ritings,  which  are 
generally  quoted  for  the  proof  of  it,  are  of  later  date,  and  the 
most  ancient  of  the  Chaldee  paraphrases  now  extant,  is  suppo- 
sed to  have  been  written  about  that  time,  or,  at  least,  but  little 
before  it :  And  there  are  no  uninspired  writings,  relating  to  the 
Jewish  affairs,  more  ancient,  except  those  which  we  generally 
call  Apocryphal ;  which  most  suppose  to  have  been  written  a-^ 
bout  150  years  before  the  Christian  ^ra.     And  it  is  veiy  evi- 
dent, that  about  that  time  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  was 
believed  by  the  Jewish  church ;  as  the  author  of  the  book  of 
Maccabees,  in  the  history  of  the  martyrdom  of  the  seven  breth- 
ren in  the  reign  of  Antiochus  *,  represents  some  of  them  in  the 
agonies  of  death,  as  expressing  the  firm  belief  they  had  of  a 
resurrection  to  eternal  life  ;  their  mother,  in  the  mean  while, 
encouraging  them  from  the  same  consideration.     These,  as  it 
is  more  than  probable,  the  apostle  includes  in  the  number  of 
those  noble  Old  Testament  worthies  who  were  tortured^  not 
accepthig'  deliverance^  that  theij  might  obtain  a  better  resurrec- 
tion^ Heb.  xi.  35.  which  is  an  undeniable  evidence  that  the 
church  at  that  time  believed  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection^ 
All  that  I  shall  add  under  this  head  is,  that  how  weak  soev- 
er the  reasoning  of  some  Jewish  writers,  concerning  this  sub- 
ject, has  been,  there  are  others  who  give  substantial  proofs 
from  the  Old  Testament ;  v/hich  not  only  argues  that  they  be- 
lieved it,  but  that  their  belief  proceeded  from  a  just  conviction 
of  the  truth  thereof.     And  they  give  the  same  sense  of  some 
of  those  scriptures  which  are  generally  produced  for  the  proot 
hereof,  as  we  do  f. 

The  first  scripture  that  we  shall  take  notice  of,  is  what  con- 
tains the  visioji  mentioned  in  Ezek.  xxxvii.  1,  £s?  seq.  concern- 
ing the  valley  which  zvas  full  of  bones,  which  were  very  dry  : 
Upon  which  occasion  God  says,  Son  of  man^  Can  these  bones 

*  Macab.Vn.  9,  It,  14,  23,  29. 

■^  Thus  Josephut  JaccMades,  referred  to  by  Witsinsin  Symb.  Exercit.  xxvj.  4  41. 
271  explaining  that  famous  text  in  Daniel  xii.  2.  says,  Et  timcf.et  miraculum  restir- 
rectionis  mortuorum :  Mim  multi  dormieiitium  2>j  terra  puJverulenta  expergisccntuVf. 
hi  advitam  eeternam,  qtii  sunt  sancti  ;  illi  vera  ad  opprobria  &  detestationem  teter- 
nam;  qui  sitnt  impii.  Quomm  resurrectionis  causa  est,  ut  impiifuteantur palam, 
svam  fidem  esse  falsam,  &  eos  qui  ipsisfdem  habuerint,  prosecutos  fuisse  vanitatem 
atque  evamiisse,  ipsique  agnoscant  snos  majores  falaitatem  possedisse.  ^nd  J^Te- 
nasseh  Ben  Israel,  de  JResurr.  mort.  Lib.  ii.  Cap.  viii.  proves  it  from  the  same  scrip- 
ture. More  to  the  same  purpose  may  be  seenin  Dr.  Hody  on  the  resurrection.  Page 
72.  ^i  seq.  luho  quotes  several  of  the  Talmudical  writers,  as  sigivifuivg  their  belief  of 
this  doctrine  ;  and  especially  Pocock  in  Maimon.  Port.  Mqf.  Cap.  vi.  vho  produ- 
ces a  multitude  of  quotations  to  the  same  purpose  ;  in  -which  some  assert  this  doct/in^ 
■without  proof,  others  establish  it  by  solid  arguments,  and  some  7niz  a  great  manvab' 
surd  notions  v.ith  it,  Tvhich  ue  shall,  at  present,  pass  o-or^. 
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live  ?  to  which  he  replies,  0  LordGod^  thou  hiozvest.  And  af- 
terwards we  read  of  God's  layi7ig  sinezvs^  and  bringing  upfiesh 
upon  thcm^  covering  them  with  siin,  and  putting  breath  into 
them  ;  and  their  being  hereupon  restored  to  life.  I  am  sensi- 
ble that  they  who  are  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  pretend 
that  tills  is  no  proof  of  a  resurrection;  because  the  design  tliere- 
of  was  to  illustrate  and  make  way  for  the  prediction  mention- 
ed in  the  following  verses,  concerning  the  deliverance  of  God's 
people  from  the  Babylonish  captivity  :  But  that  which  seems 
to  have  its  weight  with  me  is,  that  God  would  never  have 
made  use  of  a  similitude  to  lead  them  into  this  doctrine,  taken 
from  a  thing  which  they  had  no  m.anner  of  idea  of:  But  if  we 
suppose  that  they  believed  that  there  shall  be  a  resurrection  of 
the  dead,  agreeable  to  the  literal  sense  of  the  words  here  made 
use  of  to  illustrate  it,  then  the  argument  taken  from  thence 
is  plain  and  easy,  q.  d.  as  certainly  as  you  have  ground  to  be- 
lieve that  the  dead  shall  be  raised  at  the  last  day  (which  though 
it  could  not  be  brought  about  by  any  natural  means,  yet  it  shall 
be  effected  by  the  power  of  God ;)  so  your  deliverance,  how 
unlikely  soever  it  may  appear  to  those  who  look  no  farther  than 
second  causes,  shall  come  to  pass  by  God's  extraordinary  pow- 
er and  providence,  which  will  be  as  life  from  the  dead. 

And  whereas  it  is  farther  objected,  that  v/hen  God  asked  the 
prophet,  whether  these  dry  bones  coidd  live  ?  He  seems  to  be 
in  doubt  about  it ;  which  argues  that  he  had  no  idea  of  the  re- 
surrection of  the  dead.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  his  doubt 
respected  an  event  that  should  immediately  ensue  ;  he  knew 
that  God  could  put  life  into  these  bones  ;  but  whether  he  would 
do  it  now  or  no,  he  could  not  tell :  Therefore  it  does  not  con- 
tain any  disbelief  of  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  at  the  last 
day  ;  and,  indeed,  this  scripture,  how  little  soever  it  may  seem 
to  some  to  make  for  the  doctrine  we  are  maintaining,  is  alleg- 
ed bv  others,  a»^n  undeniable  proof  of  it.  TertuUian  expressly 
says,  that  this  would  have  been  a  very  insignificant  vision,  if 
this  doctrine  were  not  true  *.  And  Jerome  speaks  to  the  same 
purpose,  supposing  that  God  v/culd  never  illustrate  any  truth 
which  they  were  in  doubt  of,  by  a  similitude  taken  from  an  in- 
credible fiction  f.  And  Menasseh  Ben  Israel,  a  learned  Jew, 
supposes  this  text  to  be  an  express  and  infallible  proof  of  the 
resiirrection  ;  which  plainly  argues  that  he  thought  the  Jews, 
in  former  ages,  were  convinced  of  this  doctrine  thereby  X' 

*  Vid.  Tertull  de  Resurrect.  Cam.  Cap.  xxx.  JVbrj  posset  de  osslbus  f.gura  corn- 
pom,  si  non  id  ipsum,  &  ossibns  eventnrun:  esset. 

\  Vid.  Hieren.  in  Ezek.  xxxvii.  JVunqv.am  poi^eretnr  simililiido  resurrectionis,  ad 
restitiUionem  Israelitici  populi  signijicandam,  nisi  staret  ipsa  resurrectitio,  &  futura 
crederetur  ;  quia  nemo  de  rebus  non  extantibus  incerta  confinnat. 

+  Vid.  Menasseh  Ben  Isr.  Lib.  1.  de  Resurrect.  Cap.  n.%  4.  ffic  textus  expressua 
at,  &  iiifallibiUs  am  sine  mmii  dubio  re-nirrectio  probatur. 
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But  supposing  this  scripture  be  not  reckoned  sufRcient  to 
evince  tiie  truth  of  this  doctrine,  there  is  another  which  has 
more  weight  in  it,  viz.  that  in  Job  xix.  25 — 27.  /  inoiv  that 
?ni/  Redeemer  liveth^  and  that  he  shall  sta?jd  at  the- latter  day 
upon  the  earth  :  And  though^  <^ft^r  ^y  ski7i^  worms  destroy  this 
bodij^  yet  in  mij  Jlesh  shull  I  see  God :  Whom  I  shall  see  for  my- 
self and  mine  eyes  shall  behold^  and  not  another^  though  my 
reins  be  consumed  -within  me.  Job,  as  is  generally  supposed, 
lived  in  Moses'  time  ;  therefore,  if  it  can  he  made  appear  that 
he  professes  his  faith  in  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection,  we 
may  conclude  that  the  church  was  acquainted  with  it  in  the 
early  ages  thereof;  and  nothing  seems  more  evident,  from  the 
plain  sense  of  the  words,  than  that  he  here  professes  his  faith 
in,  and  encourages  himself  from  the  hope  of  future  blessedness, 
both  in  soul  and  body,  at  Christ's  second  coming  in  the  last  day. 

It  is  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  that  they  who  deny  this 
doctrine,  are  obliged  to  account  for  the  sense  of  this  text,  so  as 
to  evade  the  force  of  the  argument  taken  from  thence  to  prove 
it.  These  suppose  that  Job  intends  nothing  hereby  but  a  firm 
persuasion  which  he  had,  that  he  should  be  recovered  from  that 
state  of  misery  in  which  he  then  was,  which  not  only  affected 
his  mind,  but  his  body,  as  it  was  smitten  zvith  sore  boils^from 
the  sole  of  his  foot  unto  his  crown^  Job  ii.  7.  his  fesh  being  clo- 
thed with  wormSy  and  his  s^i7i  broken  and  become  loathsomey 
chap.  vii.  5.  and  accordingly  he  says,  I  shall  be  redeemed  from 
this  affliction,  and  brought  into  a  happy  state  before  I  die ;  and 
so  they  suppose  that  the  words  are  to  be  taken  in  a  metaphori- 
cal sense ;  and  therefore  do  not  prove  the  doctrine  of  the  re- 
surrection. But  this  will  appear  to  be  a  very  great  perversion 
of  the  sense  of  this  text,  if  v^e  consider, 

1.  In  hov/  solemn  a  manner  he  brings  it  in,  In  the  verses 
immediately  foregoing.  Oh  that  my  words  were  now  written  ! 
Oh  that  they  zvere  printed  in  a  book  !  that  they  xvere  graven 
with  an  iron  pen  and  lead,  in  the  rock  for  ever  !  Which  seems 
to  import  that  he  had  something  to  communicate,  that  was  of 
far  greater  moment  than  the  account  of  his  deliverance  from 
the  afflictions  he  was  under  in  this  world.  Therefore  it  seems 
more  agreeable  to  understand  the  sense  of  the  words,  as  de- 
noting that  great  and  important  truth,  in  which  all  believers 
are  concerned,  relating  to  Christ's  second  coming,  and  the  hap- 
piness that  his  saints  shall  then  enjoy  in  soul  and  body ;  this 
deserves  to  be  writ  with  a  pen  of  iron,  that  it  may  be  trans- 
mitted to  all  generations.    But, 

2.  It  is  evident  that  he  is  heie  speaking  of  something  that 
should  be  done,  not  whilst  he  lived,  but  in  the  end  of  time  ;  for 
he  considers  his  Redeemer,  as  standing  in  the  latter  day  upon 
the  earth.  The  person  whom  he  here  speaks  of  as  his  Redeem- 
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er,  is,  doubtless,  our  Saviour,  who  is  frequently  aescribed,  both 
in  the  Old  and  New-Testament,  under  that  character  :  And, 
if  at  any  time  God  the  Father  is  called  the  Redeemer  of  his 
people,  it  may  farther  be  observed  that  he  is  never  said  in  re- 
deeming them  to  make  himself  visible  to  their  bodily  eyes,  or 
to  stand  upon  the  earth,  much  less  to  do  this  in  the  latter  or 
last  day,  in  which  Christ  is  said  to  come  again  in  a  visible  man- 
ner, to  raise  the  dead  and  judge  the  world  :  And  this  Job  in- 
tends when  he  says,  In  my  Jlesh  shall  I  see  God^  xvhom  I  shall 
see  for  myself  and  mine  eyes  shall  behold^  and  7iot  another. 

3.  It  is  evident  also  that  he  intends  hereby  something  that 
should  befal  him  after  his  death,  and  not  barely  a  deliverance 
from  his  present  misery  in  this  world ;  for  he  speaks  of  his 
skin  or  body  as  devoured  by  worms^  and  his  reins  consumed 
zvithin  him ;  which  can  intend  no  other  than  a  state  of  corrup- 
tion in  death. 

4.  It  does  not  appear  that  Job  had  any  intimation  concern- 
ing the  change  oi  his  condition  in  this  world,  before  God  turn- 
ed his  captivity,  having  first  made  him  sensible  of  his  error,  in 
■uttering-  that  which  he  understood  not,  when  he  testified  his  re- 
conciliation to  his  friends,  notwithstanding  the  injuries  he  had 
received  from  them,  by  praying  for  them,  chap.  xlii.  3,  10. 
And,  indeed,  he  was  so  far  from  expecting  happiness  in  this 
life,  that  he  says,  3Iine  eye  shall  no  more  see  good,  viz.  in  this 
world,  chap.  vii.  7.  and  hereupon  he  takes  occasion  to  medi- 
tate on  his  own  mortality  in  the  following  words ;    The  eye  of 
him  that  hath  seen  me  shall  see  tne  no  more  ;  thine  eyes  are  up' 
on  7ne,  and  J  am  not :  And  after  this  he  prays,  0  that  thou 
ivouldst  hide  me  in  the  grave,  z\\-3i.^^.  xiv.  13.  &c.  And  immedi- 
ately before  he  speaks  of  his  Redeemer  as  living,  and  the  de- 
liverance which  he  should  obtain  in  the  latter  day,  in  the  text 
under  our  present  consideration,  he  earnestly  desires  the  com- 
passion of  his  friends  :  Have  pity  upon  me,  have  pity  upon  me^ 
0  ye  my  friends  ;  for  the  hand  of  God  hath  touched  me;  which 
does  not  well  agree  with  the  least  expectation  of  a  state  of  hap- 
piness in  this  world  ;  in  which  case  he  would  not  need  their 
pity  ;  he  might  only  have  convinced  them  of  the  truth  thereof, 
and  it  would  have  given  a  turn  to  their  behaviour  towards  him  ; 
for  we  find,  that,  when  God  blessed  his  latter  end  more  than 
his  beginning,  every  one  was  as  ready  to  comfort  him  concern- 
ing the  evil  that  the  Lord  had  brought  upon  him,  and  shew 
their  very  great  respect  to  him,  by  offering  him  presents,  as 
any  were  before  to  reproach  him.    Therefore  upon  the  whole, 
it  is  very  evident  that  Job  is  not  speaking  concerning  his  de- 
liverance from  his  present  evils  in  this  world,  but  of  a  perfect 
deliverance  from  all  evil  in  the  great  day  of  the  resurrection  : 
Accordingly  we  must  conclude,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  resur- 
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j-ection  is  plainly  asserted  in  this  scripture  ;  and  indeed,  Jerome 
says,  that  no  one  who  wrote  after  Christ  has  more  plainly  main- 
tained the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  than  Job  does  in  this 
scripture,  who  lived  before  him  *. 

There  is  another  scripture,  by  which,  if  I  do  not  mistake  the 
sense  thereof.  Job  appears  to  have  had  a  steady  faith  in  the 
doctrine  of  the  resurrection,  and  was  firmly  persuaded  concern- 
ing his  happiness,  when  raised  from  the  dead,  namely,  in  chap, 
xiv.  13,  14,  15.  in  which  he  says,  0 .'  that  thou  xvoiddst  hide  vie 
in  the  grave^  that  thou  xvouldst  keep  me  secret  until  thy  rurath  be 
past ;  that  is,  till  a  full  end  is  put  to  all  the  afflictive  providences 
■which  men  are  liable  to  in  this  present  world,  namely,  till  the 
day  of  Christ's  second  coming ;  or,  that  thou  wouldst  appoint 
me  a  set  tijne^  and  remember  me  ;  namely,  that  thou  wouldst  de- 
liver me  from  the  evils  which  I  now  endure.  As  to  the  former 
of  these  expedients,  to  wit,  his  deliverance  by  death,  that  he 
counts  a  blessing,  because  he  takes  it  for  granted  that  ij^a  man 
die  he  shall  live  again^  ver.  14.  f  and  therefore  says,  all  the  days 
of  my  appointed  time,  that  is,  not  of  the  appointed  time  of  life, 
but  the  time  appointed  that  he  should  lie  in  the  grave,  in  which 
he  desired  that  God  would  hide  him  ;  there,  says  he,  I  shall 
■wait,  or  remain,  till  my  change  come,  that  is,  till  I  am  changed 
from  a  state  of  mortality  to  that  of  life.  And  he  goes  on  in  the 
following  words.  Thou  shall  call,  that  is,  by  thy  pov>rer  thou 
^halt  raise  me,  and  I  xoill  ansxver  thee,  or  come  forth  out  of  my 
grave  :  and  hereby  thou  wilt  make  it  known  that  thou  hast  a 
desire  to  the  xvork  of  thine  hands. 

If  it  be  objected  to  this  sense  of  the  words,  that  Job  says, 
ver.  12.  that  man  lieth  doxun^  and  riseth  not  till  the  heavens  be 
no  ?nore ;  ihey  shall  not  axvake  nor  be  raised  out  of  their  sleep  ; 
therefore  he  is  so  far  from  expecting  relief  from  his  misery  in 
the  resurrection,  that  he  seems  plainly  to  deny  it.  To  this  I 
answer,  that  he  doth  not  deny  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection 
in  those  words  wherein  he  says  that  they  shall  not  be  raised, 
from  the  dead,  till  the  heavens  be  no  more  ;.  which  seems  to  in- 
timate that  he  concluded  that  the  dead  should  rise  when  the 
frame  of  nature  was  changed,  as  it  will  be,  at  the  last  day,  in 
which  the  heavens  shall  be  no  more.  I  confess  this  sense  is  not 
commonly  given  of  these  verses,  nor  any  argument  drawn  from, 
ihem  to  prove  a  resurrection  from  the  dead ;  therefore  I  would 
not  be  too  tenacious  of  mine  own  sense  thereof;  but  I  cannot 
but  think  it  more  probable  than  the  common  sense  that  is  given 

•  Vid.  Hieron.  Epist.  61.  ad  Paivmach.  de  error.  Joh.  Hieros.  Quid  hac  prophetia 
mnvifestiiis  ?  J^idlus  tam  aperte  post  Christum,  guam  iste  ante  Christum  de  resur- 
rectioru:  loquitur. 

j-  The  -words  are  put  in  the  form  of  an  interrogation,  -which  sometimes  argues  a  strong 
■negation^  but  rfJt  a';jai)$,  si:ice  he"c  i:  v:c'ns  to  vi'p'i'  a  ortccsiior.  that  he  should  Itve 
agai^: 
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of  the  words,  and  if  so,  it  may  be  considered  as  a  proof  of  the 
doctrine  that  we  are  maintaining. 

There  is  another  scripture  which  plainly  proves  the  doctrine 
of  the  resurrection,  namely,  Dan.  xii.  2.  Many  of  them  that 
sleep  in  the  duat  shall  axvake^  some  to  everlasting'  lijfe^  and  some 
to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt.  This  scripture  is  brought 
by  several  Rabbinical  writers,  as  a  proof  of  this  doctrine  ;  and 
the  words  are  so  express,  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  to  evade 
the  force  of  them  ;  though,  it  is  true,  some  modern  writers,  who 
are  ready  to  conclude  that  the  Old  Testament  is  silent  as  to 
the  docti  ine  of  the  resurrection,  take  the  words  in  a  metaphori^ 
cal  sense,  for  the  deliverance  of  the  church  from  those  griev- 
ous persecutions  which  they  were  under  in  the  reign  of  Antio- 
chus  ;  and  so  sleeping  in  the  dust  is  taken,  by  them,  for  lying 
in  the  holes  and  caves  of  the  earth,  the  Jews  being  forced  to 
seek  protection  there  from  the  fury  of  the  tyrant :  But  this  can- 
not be  properly  called  sleeping  in  the  dust  of  the  earth ;  and 
their  deliverance  from  this  persecution  is  not  consistent  with 
<he  contempt  that  should  be  cast  on  some  that  were  raised  out 
of  the  dust ;  nor  could  the  happiness  that  others  enjoyed  in  this 
deliverance,  be  called  everlasting  life^  it  being  only  a  temporal 
salvation,  that  according  to  them,  is  here  spoken  of;  and  it 
must  be  a  straining  the  metaphor  to  a  great  degree,  to  apply 
the  following  words  to  their  wise  men  and  teachers,  after  this 
deliverance,  that  they  should  shine  as  the  brightness  of  the  fir- 
mament ;  therefore  this  sense  has  such  difficulties  attending  it, 
that  every  person  who  is  not  prepossessed  with  prejudice  must 
give  into  the  literal  sense  of  the  text ;  and  confess  that  it  is  an 
argument  to  prove  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection. 

The  only  difficulty  that  is  pretended  to  be  involved  in  this 
sense  of  the  text  is  its  being  said.  Many  of  them  that  sleep  in 
the  dust  shall  awake ;  whereas  the  doctrine  that  we  are  defend- 
ing, is  that  of  an  universal  resurrection.  But  since  we  shall 
have  occasion  to  speak  to  that  under  a  following  head,  we  shall 
rather  choose  to  refer  it  to  its  proper  place,  in  which,  according 
to  our  designed  method,  we  are  to  consider  that  all  who  have 
lived  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time,  shall  be  raised. 

There  are  other  scriptures  in  the  Old  Testament  that  might 
be  brought  to  prove  this  doctrine,  such  as  that  in  Deut.  xxxii. 
39.  in  which  God  says,  I  kill,  and  I  make  alive  ;  and  that  paral- 
lel text,  in  which  the  same  thing  is  confessed,  and  farther  ex- 
plained, by  Hannah,  in  her  song,  in  1  Sam.  ii.  6.  The  Lord 
killeth  and  maketh  alive,  he  hringeth  down  to  the  grave,  and 
bringeth  up.  I  know  that  death  and  life  are  sometimes  taken 
for  good  and  evil ;  but  why  should  deliverance  from  the  mise- 
ries of  this  present  life  be  represented  by  the  metaphor  of  a  re- 
surrection, and  this  attributed  to  the  almighty  power  of  God, 
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if  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  was  reckoned  by  the  church 
at  that  time,  no  other  than  a  fiction  or  chimera,  as  it  must  be 
supposed  to  be  if  they  had  no  idea  of  it,  as  not  having  receiv- 
ed it  by  divine  revelation  ? 

We  might,  as  a  farther  proof  of  this  doctrine,  consider  those 
three  instances  that  we  have  in  the  Old  Testament  of  persons 
raised  from  the  dead,  namely,  the  Shunamite's  child,  by  the 
prophet  Elisha,  2  Kings  iv.  35.  and  the  man  who  was  cast  in- 
to his  sepulchre,  that  revived  and  stood  on  his  feet^  when  he 
touched  his  kones^  chap.  xiii.  21.  and  the  widow  of  Zarephath's 
son,  by  the  prophet  Elijah,  on  which  occasion  it  is  said.  He 
cried  to  the  Lord^  and  said^  0  Lord  my  God,,  ^ pray  thee  let  this 
child^s  soul  come  into  him  again ;  and  accordingly  the  soul  of 
the  child  came  into  him  again,  and  he  revived,  1  Kings  xvii. 
21,  22.  From  hence  we  must  conclude,  that  this  doctrine  was 
not  unknown  to  the  prophet ;  for  if  it  had,  he  could  not  have 
directed  his  prayer  to  God  in  faith.  And  these  instances  of  a 
resurrection  of  particular  persons  could  not  but  give  occasion 
to  the  church  at  that  time,  to  believe  the  possibility  of  a  resur- 
rection at  the  last  day  ;  so  that  it  might  as  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected that  God  will  exert  his  power  by  raising  the  dead  then, 
as  that  he  would  do  it  at  this  time,  unless  there  was  something 
in  this  possible  event  contrary  to  his  moral  perfections  ;  but  the 
resurrection  appeared  to  them  as  it  doth  to  all  who  consider 
him  as  the  governor  of  the  world,  and  as  distributing  rewards 
and  punishments  to  every  one  according  to  their  works,  as  not 
only  agreeable  to  these  perfections,  but,  in  some  respects,  ne- 
cessary for  the  illustration  thereof.  Therefore  we  must  con- 
clude, that  as  they  had  particular  instances  of  a  resurrection, 
which  argued  the  general  resurrection  possible,  they  might  ea- 
sily believe  that  it  should  be  future  ;  which  is  the  doctrine  that 
we  are  maintaining. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  the  patriarch  Abraham  believed 
the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  ;  therefore  he  had  it  some  way 
or  other  revealed  to  him,  before  the  word  of  God  was  commit- 
ted to  writing.  This  appears  from  what  the  apostle  says  when 
speaking  concerning  his  offering  Isaac,  that  he  accounted  that 
God  was  able  to  raise  him  up  even  from  the  dead,,  Heb.  xi.  19. 
From  hence  it  is  evident  that  he  was  verily  persuaded  when  he 
bound  him  to  the  altar,  and  lifted  up  his  hand  to  slav  him,  that 
God  would  suffer  him  to  do  it,  otherwise  it  had  been  no  trial 
of  his  faith,  so  that  his  being  prevented  from  laying  his  hand 
on  him  was  an  unexpected  providence.  Now  how  could  he 
solve  the  difficulty  that  would  necessarily  ensue  hereupoti ;  had 
he  expected  that  God  would  give  him  another  seed  instead  of 
Isaac,  that  would  not  have  been  an  accomplishment  of  the  pro- 
mise which  was  given  to  him,  namely,  that  in  Isaac  his  seed 
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should  be  called ;  therefore  the  only  thing  that  he  depended  on, 
was,  that  when  he  had  offeixd  him,  God  would  raise  him  from 
the  dead,  and  by  this  means  fulfil  the  promise  that  was  made 
to  him  concerning  the  numerous  seed  that  should  descend  from 
him;  therefore  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  Abraham  was  a 
btranger  to  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection. 

There  are  other  scriptures  by  which  it  appears  that  the  doc- 
trine of  the  resurrection  was  revealed  to  the  church  under  the 
Old  Testament  dispensation,  either  from  the  sense  of  the  words 
themselves,  or  the  explication  thereof  in  the  New,  which  re- 
fers to  them  :  thus  it  is  said  in  Psal.  xvi.  10.  Thou  wilt  not 
leave  my  soul  in  hell ;  neither  zuilt  thou  suffer  thine  holy  one  to 
ixe  corruption;  which  the  apostle  Peter  quotes  to  prove  the 
resurrection  of  Christ,  in  Acts  ii,  24 — 27.  If  David  therefore 
knew  that  the  Messiah  should  be  raised  from  the  dead  (which, 
as  will  be  considered  under  a  following  head,  is  a  glorious  proof 
of  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  of  the  saints)  we  cannot  sup- 
pose that  he  was  a  stranger  to  this  doctrine  himself. 

Again,  it  is  said  in  Isa.  xxv.  8.  Tie  will  sxvallow  up  death  in 
victory  ;  and  this  is  mentioned  immediately  after  a  prediction 
of  the  glorious  provision,  which  God  would  make  for  his  peo- 
ple under  the  gospel-dispensation,  which  is  called,  by  a  meta- 
phorical way  of  speaking,  ver.  6.  A  feast  of  fat  thiiigs^  a  feast 
of  wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow^  of  wines  on  the 
lees  well  refined ;  and  of  the  gospel's  being  preached  to  the  Gen- 
tiles, ver.  7.  which  is  expressed  by  his  destroying  the.  face  of 
coverings  and  the  veil  that  was  spread  over  all  nations  :  there- 
fore it  may  well  be  supposed  to  contain  a  prediction  of  some- 
thing consequent  thereupon,  natnely,  the  general  resurrection  : 
and  there  is  another  scripture  to  the  same  purpose,  viz.  Hos. 
xiii.  14.  I  will  rarisom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave ;  I  will 
redeem  them  from  death  :  0  death^  Ixvill  be  thy  plague  ;  0  grave^ 
Izvill  be  thy  destruction ;  and  both  these  scriptures  are  refer- 
red to  by  the  apostle,  as  what  shall  be  fulfilled  in  the  resur- 
rection of  the  dead ;  when  he  says,  Then  shall  be  brought  to 
pass  the  saying  that  is  written^  Death  is  sxvalloxvcd  up  in  vic- 
tory :  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting  ?  0  grave,  xuherc  is  thy  vic- 
tory P  1  Cor.  XV.  54,  55.  Therefore  we  cannot  but  think  that 
the  prophets,  and  the  church  in  their  day,  understood  the  words 
in  the  same  sense. 

There  is  another  scripture  in  the  Old  Testament,  in  which 
the  premises  are  laid  down,  from  whence  the  conclusion  is 
drawn  in  the  New  for  the  proof  of  this  doctrine,  namely,  when 
God  revealed  himself  to  Moses,  Exod.  iii.  6.  which  our  Sa- 
viour refers  to,  and  proves  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection 
from,  against  the  Sadducees.  Now  that  the  dead  are  raised,  even 
Moses  shewed  at  the  bush,  xvhert  he  calleth  the  Lord,  the  Cod  of 
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Abraham^  and  the  God  of  Isaac ^  and  the  God  of  yacob :  for  he 
is  not  the  God  of  the  dead^  but  of  the  livings  Luke  xx.  o7^  38. 
which  argument  was  so  convincing,  that  ce/-^<72«  of  the  Scribes^ 
said,  in  the  following  words,  Master^  thou  hast  xvell  said ;  and 
after  that^  iheij^  that  is,  the  Sadducees,  durst  not  ask  him  any 
question  at  all ;  so  that  it  silenced,  if  it  did  not  convince  them. 
There  are  some,  indeed,  who,  though  they  conclude  that  it  is 
a  very  strong  proof  of  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  which  the 
Sadducees  denied,  since  that  which  does  not  exist  cannot  be 
the  subject  of  a  promise ;  yet,  they  cannot  see  how  the  resur- 
rection can  be  proved  from  it ;  whereas  it  is  brought,  by  our 
Saviour,  for  that  purpose  :  therefore,  that  the  force  of  this  ar- 
gument may  appear,  we  must  consider  what  is  the  import  of 
the  promise  contained  in  this  covenant,  that  God  would  be  the 
God  of  Abraham  ;  which  is  explained  elsewhere,  when  he  told 
him,  I  am  thy  shield  and  thy  exceeding  great  rexvard^  Gen.  xv; 
1.  He  was  therefore  given  hereby  to  expect,  at  the  hand  of 
God,  all  the  spiritual  and  saving  blessings  of  the  covenant  of 
grace ;  but  these  blessings  respect  not  only  the  soul,  but  the 
body ;  and  as  they  are  extended  to  both  worlds,  it  is  an  evi- 
dent proof  of  the  happiness  of  the  saints  in  their  bodies  in  a 
fature  state,  and  consequently  that  they  shall  be  raised  from 
the  dead.   This  leads  us, 

2.  To  consider  those  arguments  to  prove  the  doctrine  of  the 
resurrection  which  are  contained  in  the  New  Testament,  ia 
which  it  is  more  fully  and  expressly  revealed  than  in  any  part 
of  scripture.  Here  we  may  first  take  notice  of  those  particular 
instances  in  which  our  Saviour  raised  persons  from  the  dead  iu 
a  miraculous  way,  as  the  prophets  Elijah  and  Elisha  did  under 
the  Old  Testament  dispensation,  as  was  before  observed.  Thus 
he  raised  Jairus's  daughter^  whom  he  found  dead  in  the  house, 
Matt.  ix.  25.  and  another,  to  wit,  the  widoxv's  son  at  Nain^  when 
they  were  carrying  him  to  the  grave ;  which  was  done  in  the 
presence  of  a  gfeat  multitude,  Luke  vii.  11, 14,  15.  and  there 
was  another  instance  hereof  in  his  raising  Lazarus  from  the 
dead,  John  xi.  43,  44.  which  he  did  in  a  very  solemn  and  pub- 
lic manner,  after  he  had  been  dead  four  days,  his  body  being 
then  corrupted  and  laid  in  the  grave,  from  whence  Christ  calls 
him,  and  he  immediately  revived  and  came  forth.  These  in- 
stances of  the  resurrection  of  particular  persons  tended  to  put 
the  doctrine  of  the  general  resurrection  out  of  all  manner  of 
doubt ;  and,  indeed,  it  was,  at  this  time,  hardly  questioned  by 
any,  excepting  the  Sadducees  :  therefore  before  Christ  raised 
Lazarus,  when  he  only  told  his  sister  Martha  that  he  should 
rise  again^  she,  not  then  miderstanding  that  he  designed  im- 
mediately to  raise  him  from  the  dead,  expresses  her  faith  in 
the  doctrine  of  the  general  resurrection  ;  /  knoxv  that  he  shall 
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rise  again  in  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day^  John  xi.  24.  upon 
which  occasion  our  Saviour  replies,  I  am  the  resurrection  and 
the  life^  ver.  25.  denoting  that  this  work  was  to  be  performed 
by  him. 

Moreover,  this  doctrine  was  asserted  and  maintained  by  the 
apostles,  alter  Christ  had  given  the  greatest  proof  hereof  in 
his  own  resurrection  from  the  dead :  thus  it  is  said,  that  theif 
preached  through  Jesus^  the  resurrection  from  the  deady  Acts 
iv.  2.  And  the  apostle  Paul  standing  before  Felix,  and  con- 
fessing his  belief  of  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  law  and 
the  prophets,  immediately  adds,  that  he  had  hope  towards  Gody 
xvhich  they  themselves  also  allow ;  that  is,  the  main  body  of  the 
Jewish  nation ;  that  there  shall  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead^ 
both  of  the  just  and  of  the  unjust. 

And  he  not  only  asserts  but  proves  it  with  very  great  strength 
of  reasoning,  in  1  Cor.  xv.  and  the  argument  he  therein  insists 
on,  is  taken  from  Christ's  resurrection,  ver.  13.  If  there  be  no 
resurrection^  then  is  Christ  not  risen;  which  is  a  doctrine  that 
could  not  be  denied  by  any  that  embraced  the  Christian  reli- 
gion, as  being  the  very  foundation  thereof;  but  if  any  one 
should  entertain  the  least  doubt  about  it,  he  adds,  ver.  17.  If 
Christ  be  not  raised  from  the  dead,  your  faith  is  vain^  ye  are  yet 
in  your  sins ;  that  is,  your  hope  of  justification  hereby  is  un- 
grounded, and  they  also  which  are  fallen  asleep  in  Christy  are 
perished ;  but  this  none  of  you  will  affirm ;  therefore  you  must 
conclude  that  he  is  risen  from  the  dead  :  and  if  it  be  enquired, 
how  does  this  argument  prove  the  general  resurrection,  that  he 
farther  insists  on  from  ver.  20.  Now  is  Christ  risen  from  the 
dead,  and  become  the  first-fruits  of  them  that  slept  P  Christ's 
resurrection  removes  all  the  difficulties  that  might  afford  the 
least  matter  of  doubt  concerning  the  possibility  of  the  resur- 
rection of  the  dead ;  and  his  being  raised  as  the  first  fruits  of 
them  that  slept,  or,  as  the  head  of  all  the  elect,  who  are  said  to 
have  communion  with  him  in  his  resurrection,  or  to  be  risen 
with  him,  Col.  iii.  1.  renders  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection 
of  all  his  saints,  undeniably  certain.  As  the  first-fruits  are  a  part 
and  pledge  of  the  harvest,  so  Christ's  resurrection  is  a  pledge 
and  earnest  of  the  resurrection  of  his  people.  Thus  the  apostle 
says  elsewhere,  If  the  Spirit  of  him  that  raised  up  Jesus  from 
the  dead  dwell  in  you,  he  that  raised  up  Christ  from  the  dead 
shall  also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies,  Rom.  viii.  11.  And  our 
Saviour,  when  he  was  discoursing  with  his  disciples  concern- 
ing his  death,  and  resurrection  that  would  ensue  thereupon^ 
tells  them,  that  though  after  this  he  should  be  separated  for  a 
time  from  them,  and  the  world  should  see  him  no  more,  yet 
that  they  should  see  him  again;  and  assigns  this  as  a  reason, 
because  I  live  ye  shall  live  also^  John  xiv.  19.  q.  d.  because  I 
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shall  be  raised  from  the  dead,  and  live  for  ever  in  heaven ; 
you,  who  are  my  favourites,  friends,  and  followers,  shall  be  also 
raised  and  live  with  me  there ;  so  that  the  resurrection  of  be- 
lievers is  plainly  evinced  iixtm.  Christ's  resurrection. 

I  might  produce  many  other  scriptures  out  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, in  which  this  doctrine  is  maintained ;  but  we  shall  pro- 
ceed to  consider  what  proofs  may  be  deduced  from  scripture- 
consequences.  And  it  may  here  be  observed,  that  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  has  by  his  death  and  resurrection,  as  the  conse- 
quence thereof,  purchased  an  universal  dominion  over,  or  a 
right  to  dispose  of  his  subjects  in  such  a  way  as  will  be  most 
conducive  to  his  own  glory  and  their  advantage.  Thus  the 
apostle  speaks  of  him  as  dyings  rising,  and  reviving,  that  he 
?night  be  Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  living ;  and  infers  from 
thence,  that  xuhether  zue  live  or  die,  xve  are  the  Lord'^s,  Rom. 
xiv.  8,  9.  And  his  being  Lord  over  the  dead  is  expressed  in 
other  terms,  by  his  having  the  keys  of  hell  and  death  ;  and  this 
is  assigned  as  the  consequence  of  his  being'  alive  after  his  death, 
or  of  his  resurrection  from  the  dead.  Rev.  i.  18.  Therefore  he 
lias  a  power,  as  Mediator,  to  raise  the  dead.  And  to  this  we 
may  also  add,  that  this  is  what  he  has  engaged  to  do,  as  much 
as  he  did  to  redeem  the  souls  of  his  people.  When  believers 
are  said  to  be  given  to  him,  or  purchased  by  him,  it  is  the  whole 
man  that  is  included  therein  ;  and  accordingly  he  purchased  the 
bodies  as  well  as  the  souls  of  his  people,  as  may  be  argued  from 
our  obligation  hereupon,  to  glorify  him  in  our  bodies  as  well  as 
in  our  spirits  xvhich  are  God^s,  1  Cor.  vi.  20.  And  they  are  both 
under  his  care ;  he  has  undertaken  that  their  bodies  shall  not 
be  lost  in  the  grave ;  which  is  very  emphatically  expressed, 
when  he  is  represented  as  saying,  this  is  the  xvill  of  the  Father 
which  hath  sent  yne,  John  vi.  39,  40.  or,  contained  in  the  com- 
mission that  I  received  from  him,  when  he  invested  me  with 
the  office  of  Mediator;  that  of  all  rvhich  he  had  given  vie,  I 
••should  lose  nothing,  but  should  raise  it  up  again  at  the  last  day. 
What  should  be  the  reason  that  he  here  speaks  of  things  rather 
than  persons,  if  he  had  not  a  peculiar  regard  to  the  bodies  of 
believers  ?  which,  as  they  are  the  subjects  of  his  power  when 
raised  from  the  dead ;  so  they  are  the  objects  of  his  care,  and 
therefore  he  will  raise  them  up  at  the  last  day. 

We  might  farther  consider  Christ's  dominion  as  extended  to 
the  wicked  as  well  as  the  righteous.  He  is  not,  indeed,  their 
federal  head ;  but  he  is  appointed  to  be  their  Judge ;  and  there- 
fore has  a  right  to  demand  them  to  come  forth  ovit  of  their 
<^aves,  to  appear  before  his  tribunal ;  though  they  are  neither 
the  objects  of  his  special  love,  nor  redeemed  by  his  blood,  nor 
the  dutiful  and  obedient  subjects  of  his  kingdom  ;  inasmuch  as 
it  is  said.  Cod  has  appointed  a  day  in  xvhich  he  xvill  judp-e  th& 
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world  in  rii^httousncss^  by  that  man  xuhom  he  hath  ordained, 
whereof  he  hath  g-hen  astiurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  hath 
raised  him  Jrom  the  dead.  Acts  xvii.  r.l.  And  elsewhere  it  is 
said,  that  lie  was  ordained  of  God  to  be  the  '^fudge  oj  quick  and 
dead,  chap.  x.  42.  Therefore  we  read,  that  he  shall  nit  upon  tlw 
throne  of  his  glory,  and  before  him  shall  be  gathered  all  nations^ 
Matt.  XXV.  31,  32.  and  of  his  determining  the  final  estate,  both 
of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  fol- 
lowing verses;  and  this  is  described  more  particularly  u'^  being 
immediately  after  the  universal  resurrection  ;  as  it  is  said,  '  I 
'■  saw  the  dead,  small  and  great,  stand  before  God,  and  the 
*  books  were  opened,'  Rev.  xx.  12,  13.  %\hich,  as  will  be  ob- 
served under  our  next  answer,  respects  his  judging  the  world; 
and  in  order  hereto  it  is  farther  said,  that  '  the  sea  gave  up  the 
■^  dead  which  v/ere  in  it ;  and  death  and  hell  delivered  up  the 
'  dead  which  were  in  them  ;  and  they  were  judged  every  man 
'  according  to  their  works.'  And  since  Christ  is  represented  as 
a  judge,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  execute  his  vindictive 
justice  against  his  enemies,  and  punish  them  as  their  sins  de- 
serve J  but  this  respects  not  only  the  soul  but  the  body ;  and 
therefore  Christ  that  he  may  secure  the  glory  of  his  justice, 
shall  raise  the  bodies  of  sinners,  that  he  may  punish  them  ac- 
cording to  their  w  orks ;  and  therefore  he  is  said  to  be  the  ob- 
ject of  fear,  in  that  he  is  able  to  destroy  both  soul  and  body  in  helU 
Matt.  X.  28. 

Thus  we  have  endeavoured  to  prove  the  doctrine  of  the  re- 
surrection b)'  arguments  taken  from  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ment, and  those  scripture-consequences  from  which  it  mav  be 
plainly  deduced  :  so  that  how  much  soever  it  may  be  thought  a 
strange  and  incredible  doctrine,  by  those  who  have  no  other 
light  to  guide  them  but  that  of  nature  ;  it  will  be  generally  be- 
lieved by  all  whose  faith  is  founded  upon  divine  revelation,  and 
who  adore  the  infmite  power  and  impartial  justice  of  God,  the 
Governor  of  the  world  :  and,  indeed,  it  is  not  attended  with 
such  difRculties  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  as  man}.' 
pretend,  since  we  have  several  emblems  in  nature  which  seem 
to  illustrate  it ;  which  are  very  elegantly  represented  by  some 
of  the  Fathers,  and  especially  by  Tertullian  ;  *  whom  the  learn- 
ed and  excellent  bishop  Pearson  refers  to  and  imitates  in  his 
style  and  mode  of  expression ;  \  his  words  are  these ;  "  As  the 

*  Vid.  J\flniii.  Fel.  in  Octav.  %  33.  Vide  adeo  qnam  in  solalinm  vostri  renirrec- 
tlonp.m  futnram  onviis  rialwa  medi'utur  So!  dcmerg-ii,  SJ  Tinccitiir;  a^fra  labuvtvn\ 
&  redeuni ;  flures  occidunt,  Zf  rfvivifcuiit ;  post  seriium  arbusta  frondesmnt  semincf 
7ion  nisi  corvvptareviresciint ;  ita  corpus  in  sepiilcliro  ut  arbort.s  in  liyberno  occul- 
tant  virorem  aviditate  mt.itita.  Espectividiim  nobis  etiam  corporis  ver  est.  Sec. 

•j-  See  Ids  Exposition  on  the  Creed,  Artie,  xi.  and  Tevtutl.  de  resur.  Cam.  cap. 
xii.  Aspice  nunc  ud  ipsa  quoq  ;  exempla  divirue  potestatis :  dies  moritur  in  noctem, 
&  tenebris  usqueqnnq,;  scpelitiir.  Funestatur  miindi  honor,  oir.nis  substantia  deni' 
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"  day  dies  into  night,  so  doth  the  summer  into  winter:  the  sap 
"  is  said  to  descend  into  the  root,  and  there  it  lies  buricvd  in 
"  the  ground.  The  earth  is  covered  witii  snow,  or  crusted  with 
''  frost,  and  becomes  a  general  sepulchre.  When  the  spring  ap- 
"  peareth  all  begin  to  rise  ;  the  plants  and  flowers  peep  out  of 
"  their  graves,  revive,  and  grow,  and  flourish,*  this  is  the  an- 
"  nual  resurrection.  The  corn  by  which  we  live,  and  for  want 
"  of  which  we  perish  with  famine,  is  notwithstanding  cast  upon 
"  the  earth,  and  buried  in  the  ground,  with  a  design  that  it  may 
*'  corrupt,  and  being  corrupted,  may  revive  and  multiply;  our 
"  bodies  are  fed  with  this  constant  experiment,  and  we  conti- 
"  nue  this  present  life  by  succession  of  resurrections.  Thus  all 
*'  things  are  repaired  by  corrupting,  are  preserved  by  perish- 
"  ing,  and  revive  by  dying;  and  can  we  think  that  man,  the 
"  lord  of  all  those  things,  which  tlius  die  and  revive  for  him, 
**  should  be  detained  in  death,  as  never  to  live  again  ?  Is  it 
"  imaginable  that  God  should  thus  restore  all  things  to  man, 
"  and  not  restore  man  to  himself?  If  there  were  no  other  con* 
"  sideration  but  of  the  principles  of  human  nature,  of  the  liber- 
"  ty,  and  remunerability  of  human  actions,  and  of  the  natural 
"  revolutions  and   resurrections   of   other   creatures,   it  were 

gratur.  Sordeut,  silent,  stupsnt  cuncta;  ubiq  ;  juititium  est,  guies  rerum.  Itahux 
amissa  lugetur  ;  &  tanipii  iitrsits  cum  siio  citUii,  cum  dote,  cum  sole,  eadem  &  Integra 
^  tola  universo  orbi  reviviscit,  interjiciens  mortem  suam  noctem,rescindens  sepultu- 
ram  suam  tenebras,  hxrea  sibiniet  existetis,  donee  &  nox  reviviscat,  cum  suo  SJ  ilia 
auffg'estii.  Rednccenduntur  etiim  i^  stellarum  radii,  quos  matutina  successio  ex- 
tinxerat.  Reducuntur  &  siderum  absentix,  quas  temporalis  distinctio  exemerat. 
Redornantur  &  specula  lunee  qux  menatruus  numerus  adtriverat.  Revolvuntur 
hyemes  W  xstates,  y  verna,  ii  autumna,  cum  suis  viribus,  moribus,  fructibus. 
Quippe  etiam  terrce  de  calo  disciplina  est,  ar bores  vestire  post  spolia,  Jlores  deiiuo 
colorare,  herbas  rursus  imponere,  exhibere  eadem  quce  absumptu  sunt  semina  ;  nee 
prius  exhibere  quam  absumpta  :  tnira  ratio  :  de  fraudatrice  servatrix :  tit  reddat, 
intercipit :  ut  cuatodiat,  perdit ;  tit  iiUegret,  viliat  .■  ut  etiam  ampliet,  prius  decoquit. 
Siquidem  uberiora &  cultiora  restituit  quam  exterminavit.  Reverafoeuore interitu,  & 
injuria  usura,&  lucro  damno;  semel  dixerim  universa  conditio  recidiva  est.  Quod- 
cunq  :  conveneris,fuit:  quodcunq;  amiseris,  nihil nonilerum  est.  Om7nain  statumre- 
ileiint,quum  abscesserint.  Omnia  incipinnt,  quum  deaierint.  IdeoJrniuntur,vtJianf. 
JViAii  deperit,  nisi  m  salutum.  Totiis  igitur  hie  ordo  revolubilis  rerum,  testatio  est  re- 
surrectionis  mortuorum.  Operibus  earn  prcsscripsit  Deus  ante,  qmnn  Uteris :  viribus 
predicavit  ante,  quam  vociOus.  Pneinissit  tibi  naturam  magistram,  snbmissurus  li 
prophetiam,  quo  faciliiis  credos  prophetix,  discipulus  natvra  :  quo  statim  admittas, 
quum  audieris,  qtiod  vbiq  ;  jam  videris :  nee  diibites  Deum  carnis  etiam  retuscitato- 
rem,  quern  omnium  7tons  restitiiorem.  Et  itliq  ;  si  omnia  homini  resurgunt,  cui  procu- 
rata  sunt  porro  non  homini,  nisi  &  carni,  quale  est  ut  ipsa  depereat  ut  totum,  propter 
quam  i$  cui  nihil  deperit  ?  Et  Vid.  ejud.  apologet  cap  xlviii.  in  -which  he  proves  the  re. 
surrection  of  the  bodnfrom  the  possibility  of  that  being  restoredto  a  former  being,  with 
the  same  ease  that  it  -was  made  out  of  nothing  ;  and  she-ws  how  (Jod  has  impressed 
upon  this  world  many  testimonies  of  the  resurrection  ;  and  then  he  adds,  Lux  quotidie 
interse/:ta  rcsplendci,  &  tenebrae,  pari  vice  dscedendo  succedunt,  sidera  drfwicta 
'aivescunt,  tempora,  vhi  fininntur,  iiicipiunt,  fructus  consummantur,  et  redeunt. 
Certe  semina  non  nisi  cormpta  et  dissoluta  foecvndius  surgunt,  omnia  pereitndo  ser- 
i-antur,  omnia  de  interitu  reformantur.  Tu  homo  tantvm  nomen,  si  inte'ligas  ie,  vel 
fh  tifulo Pyth'rc  discens,  (tc~^''n't-v c^nivvi  ivj  •'.■'}it:rrir'-'-r:/r.'"'n'>"y7,  cd h'''rrt'"'ieri'' 
nt  pereas  ? 
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"  abundantly  sufficient  to  render  the  resurrection  of  our  bodies 
*'  highly  probable."  We  shall  now  consider, 

V.  Some  objections  that  are  generally  brought  against  the 
doctrine  of  the  resurrection.  Some  things,  indeed,  are  object- 
ed against  it,  that  are  so  vain  and  trifling,  that  they  do  not  de- 
serve an  answer  :  as  when  the  followers  of  Aristotle  assert 
that  it  is  impossible  for  a  thing  which  is  totally  destroyed,  to 
be  restored  to  that  condition  in  which  it  was  before  *  :  And 
some  have  been  so  foolish  as  to  think  that  those  nations,  who 
burnt  their  dead  bodies,  put  an  eternal  bar  in  the  way  of  their 
resurrection  ;  since  the  particles  being  so  changed  and  separa- 
ted by  fire  as  they  are,  can  never  return  again  to  their  former 
bodies  ;  or  they  who  have  been  swallowed  up  by  the  ocean,  and 
the  particles  of  which  they  consisted,  dissolved  by  water ;  and 
every  one  of  them  separated  from  the  other,  can  never  be  again 
restored  to  their  former  situation.  Such-like  objections  as  these, 
I  say,  do  not  deserve  an  answer  ;  because  they  consider  the  re- 
surrection as  though  it  were  to  be  brought  about  in  such  a  way, 
as  effecis  are  produced  by  second  causes,  according  to  the  com- 
mon course  of  nature;  without  any  regard  to  the  almighty  pow- 
er of  God,  that  can  easily  surmount  all  the  difficulties  which, 
they  pretend,  lie  in  the  way  of  the  resurrection. 

And  there  are  other  objections,  taken  from  a  perverse  sense, 
•which  they  give  of  some  texts  of  scripture,  without  consider- 
ing the  drift  and  design  thereof,  or  what  is  added  in  some  fol- 
lowing words,  which  sufficiently  overthrows  the  objection.  Thus 
some  produce  that  scripture  in  Eccles.  iii.  19,  20,  21.  where 
it  is  said.  That  ruhich  befalleth  the  sons  ofmen^  befalleth  beasts. 
So  that  a  man  hath  no  pre-e7ninence  above  a  beast,  all  go  vnto 
one  place,  and  all  are  of  the  dust,  and  all  turn  to  the  dust  again  ; 
which  we  before  mentioned  as  brought  against  the  immortality 
of  the  soul ;  and  it  is  also  alleged  against  the  resurrection  of 
t\\e  body,  by  those  who  conclude  that  it  shall  be  no  more  rais- 
ed from  the  dead  than  the  bodies  of  brute  creatures.  But  this 
is  rathelr  a  cavil  or  a  sophism,  than  a  just  way  of  reasoning  : 
inasmuch  as  the  following  words  plainly  intimate,  that  men  and 
beasts  are  compared  together  only  as  to  their  mortality,  not  a^ 
to  what  respects  their  condition  after  death ;  and  therefore  it  is 
no  sufficient  argument  to  overthrow  the  doctrine  of  the  resur- 
rection. These  and  such-like  objections  are  so  trifling,  that 
we  shall  not  insist  on  them :  Plowever,  there  are  three  or  four 
that  we  shall  lay  down,  and  consider  what  answers  may  be 
given  to  them. 

Obj.  1.  It  is  objected  agaiust  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrec- 
tion, that  though  the  power  of  God  can  do  all  things  possible 

•  Thi»  is  7uhal  they  ffenerCJii/ intend  bi;  that  cphcrisfp,  a  privcJtme  cd  habilim 
non  uatur  rcjreissiis. 
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io  be  done  ;  yet  tl\e  raising  the  dead,  at  least,  in  some  partic- 
ular instances  thereof,  is  impossible  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing ;  and  therefore  we  may  say,  without  any  reflection  cast 
on  the  divine  Omnipotency,  that  God  cannot  raise  them,  at 
least,  iK)t  so  as  that  every  one  shall  have  his  own  body  restor- 
ed to  him ;  since  there  are  some  instances  of  Cannibals,  or  men« 
eaters,  wIk)  devour  one  another,  by  which  means  the  flesh  of 
one  man  is  turned  into  the  flesh  of  the  other.  And  in  those 
instances  which  are  more  common,  the  bodies  of  men  being 
turned  into  dust,  produce  food,  like  other  parts  of  the  earth, 
for  brute  creatures  ;  and  accordingly  some  of  those  particles 
of  which  they  consisted,  are  changed  into  the  flesh  of  thes» 
creatures  ;  and  these  again  are  eaten  by  men  ;  so  that  the  par- 
ticles of  one  human  body,  after  having  undergone  several  chan- 
ges, become  a  part  of  another;  therefore  there  cannot  be  a  dis- 
tinct resurrection  of  every  one  of  those  bodies  that  have  lived 
in  all  the  ages  of  the  world. 

Answ.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  it  cannot  be  proved^ 
that  in  those  instances  mentioned  in  the  objection,  that  when 
one  man  preys  upon  another,  or  when  brute  creatures  live  up- 
on that  grass  which  was  produced  by  the  ground,  which  was 
made  fertile  by  the  bodies  of  men  turned  to  corruption,  and  it 
may  be,  may  have  some  of  the  particles  thereof  contained  ia 
them  :  It  cannot,  I  say,  be  proved,  that  these  partieles  of  tht; 
bodies  of  men  are  turned  into  nourishment,  and  so  become  a 
part  of  human  flesh  ;  since  providence  did  not  design  this  to  be 
for  food.  If  so,  then  it  is  not  true  in  fact,  that  the  particles  of 
one  human  body  become  a  part  of  another.  But,  suppose  it 
were  otherwise  (to  give  the  objection  as  much  weight  as  pos- 
sible) we  may  farther  observe,  that  it  is  but  a  very  small  part 
of  what  is  eaten,  that  is  turned  into  flesh  ;  and  therefore  those 
particles  of  one  human  body,  tliat  by  this  means  are  supposed 
to  pass  into  another,  make  up  but  a  very  inconsiderable  pan 
thereof.  Therefore,  if  some  few  particles  of  one  human  body 
in  the  resurrection  are  restored  again  to  that  body  to  which 
they  at  first  belonged,  this  will  not  overthrow  the  doctrine  of 
the  resurrection  of  the  same  body.  H  the  body  of  man  loses 
a  few  ounces  of  its  weight,  no  one  will  suppose  that  it  is  not 
the  same  body.  So  when  the  bodies  of  men  are  raised  from 
the  dead,  if  the  far  greater  part  of  the  particles  thereof  are  re- 
collected and  united  together,  they  may  truly  be  said  to  con- 
stitute the  same  body ;  this  therefore  does  not  overthrow  the 
resurrection  of  the  same  body  from  the  nature  of  the  thing. 

Object.  2.  It  is  farther  objected,  especially  against  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  resurrection  of  the  same  body  that  was  once  alivi.- 
in  this  world  ;  that  the  bodies  of  men,  wliile  they  live,  are  sub- 
ject to  such  alterations,  that  it  can  hr.rdly  b"  said  thar  w:  rire 
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tue  same  when  we  are  men  as  when  we  are  children.  The  ex- 
pence  of  those  particles  which  were  insensibly  lost  by  perspi- 
ration, and  others  being  daily  gained  by  nutrition,  make  such 
an  alteration  in  the  contexture  of  the  body,  that,  as  some  sup- 
pose, in  the  space  of  about  seven  years,  almost  all  the  particles 
of  the  body  are  changed,  some  lost  and  others  regained.  Now 
if  it  be  supposed  that  the  same  body  we  once  had  shall  be  rais- 
ed, it  is  hard  to  determine  ;  whether  those  particles  of  which 
it  consisted  when  we  were  young,  shall  be  gathered  together 
an  the  resurrection,  or  the  particles  of  the  emaciated  or  en- 
feebled body,  which  was  laid  down  in  the  grave. 

Answ.  We  are  obliged  to  take  notice  of  such-like  objections 
as  these,  because  they  are  often  alleged  in  a  ca\  illing  way,  a- 
gainst  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection.  The  answer  therefore 
that  I  would  give  to  this,  is,  that  the  more  solid  and  substan- 
tial parts  of  the  body,  such  as  the  skin,  bones,  cartilages,  veins, 
arteries,  nerves,  fibres,  that  compose  the  muscles,  with  the  li- 
gaments and  tendons,  are  not  subject  to  this  change  that  is 
mentioned  in  the  objection,  by  evaporation  or  perspiration  ; 
which  more  especially  respects  the  fluids,  and  not  the  solids  of 
the  body.  These  remain  the  same  in  men  as  they  were  in 
children,  excepting  what  respects  their  strength  and  size :  And 
if  the  body,  as  consisting  of  these  and  some  other  of  the  parti- 
cles that  it  has  lost,  which  the  wisdom  of  God  thinks  fit  to  re- 
collect, be  gathered  together  in  the  resurrection  ;  we  may  truly 
say,  that  the  same  body  that  once  lived,  notwithstanding  the 
change  made  in  the  fluids  thereof,  is  raised  from  the  dead. 

Obj,  3.  There  is  another  objection  which  is  sometimes 
brought  against  the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection  of  the  just,  es- 
pecially against  their  being  raised  with  the  same  body  they  once 
had,  taken  from  the  inconsistency  hereof,  with  their  living  in 
the  other  world,  called  heaven ;  which  is  generally  distinguish- 
ed from  the  earth,  as  being  a  more  pure  subtil  and  etherial  re- 
gion, therefore  not  fit  to  be  an  habitation  for  bodies  compound- 
ed of  such  gross  matter  as  ours  are,  wliich  are  adapted  to  the 
state  and  world  in  which  they  now  live :  Whereas,  to  suppose 
them  placed  in  heaven,  is  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  gravi- 
ty ;  so  that  we  may  as  well  conclude  a  body,  which  naturally 
tends  to  the  earth  its  centre,  to  be  capable  of  living  in  the  air, 
at  a  distance  from  the  surface  of  the  earth,  as  we  can,  that  it  is 
possible  for  such  a  body  to  live  in  heaven :  Therefore  they  ar- 
gue, that  the  bodies  of  men,  at  the  resurrection  must  be  chan- 
ged, so  as  to  become  etherial,  which  does,  in  effect,  overthrow 
the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection,  as  respecting,  at  lea&t,  the  re- 
storing the  bodies  of  men  to  the  same  form  which  once  they 
had. 

Moreover,  this  objection  is  farther  improved  by  another  sup- 


Of  THE  RESURRECTION.  J51 

pobition ;  which  gave  the  Socinians  occasion  to  asseit,  that  the 
same  body  shall  not  be  raised ;  namely,  that  if  the  bodies  of 
mea  should  be  the  same  as  they  are  now,  they  would  be  ren- 
dered incapable  of  that  state  of  immortality  which  is  in  hea- 
ven.    For  by  the  same  method  of  reasoning,  by  which,  as  has 
been  before  observed,  they  argue  that  man  would  have  been 
liable  to  mortality,  though  he  had  not  sinned,  viz,  that  death 
was  then  the  consequence  of  nature,  inasmuch  as  the  body  was 
to  be  supported  by  food,  breathe  in  proper  air,  and  be  fenced 
against  those  things  that  might  tend  to  destroy  the  temperament 
thereof,  or  a  dissolution  would  ensue,  they  conclude  that  we 
must  not  have  such  bodies  as  we  now  have,  but  etherial.    And 
to  give  countenance  to  this,  they  refer  to  the  apostle's  words 
in  1  Cor.  xv.  50.  Fiesh  and  blood  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God :  And  ver.  40.  where  he  speaks  of  celestial  bodies  as  dis- 
tinguished from  terrestrial^  and  of  the  body's  being  raised  a 
spiritual  bodijy  ver.  44.    And  there  is  another  scripture  gene- 
rally referred  to,  wherein  our  Saviour  speaks  of  believers,  in 
the  resurrection,  being  as  the  angels  ofGod^  Matt.  xxii.  30. 
which  is  to  be  understood,  at  least,  as  signifying  that  their  mo- 
tion will  be  no  more  hindered  by  the  weight  of  the  body,  than 
the  motion  of  an  angel  is ;  therefore  their  bodies  must  be  of 
another  kind  than  what  we  suppose  they  shall  be  in  the  resur- 
rection. 

Ansxv.  1.  As  to  what  respects  the  inconsistency  of  bodies 
!lke  ours,  living  in  the  upper  world,  as  being  contrary  to  the 
nature  of  gravitation  :  It  may  be  answered,  that  according  to  the 
generally  received  opinion  of  modern  philosophers,  gravity  a- 
rises  from  an  external  pressure  made  upon  bodies  which  are 
yaid  to  be  heavy  or  light,  according  to  the  force  thereof;  and 
therefore  those  bodies  that  are  in  the  upper  regions,  above  the 
atmosphere,  are  equally  adapted  to  ascend  or  descend ;  which 
sufficiently  answers  that  part  of  the  objection.  This  a  learned 
writer  takes  notice  of*  :  And  if  this  be  not  acquiesced  in,  he 
advances  another  hypothesis  ;  which,  because  it  has  something 
of  wit  and  spirit  in  it,  I  shall  take  leave  to  mention,  though  I 
must  suspend  my  judgment  concerning  it,  whether  it  be  true 
or  false.  He  says,  perhaps,  our  heaven  will  be  nothing  else  but 
an  heaven  upon  earth ;  and  that  it  seems  more  natural  to  sup- 
pose that,  since  we  have  solid  and  material  bodies,  we  shall  be 
be  placed  as  we  are  in  this  life,  in  some  solid  and  material  orb  ; 
and  this  he  supposes  agreeable  to  the  apostle  Peter's  words, 
xvhen  he  speaks  of  a  new  earthy  wherein  dwelleth  righteousjiess^ 
2  Pet.  iii.  13.  From  whence  he  concludes,  that  either  this 
world  shall  be  fitted  to  be  the  seat  of  the  blessed,  or  some 
other  that  has  a  solid  basis  like  unto  it.     And  to  give  counte-^ 

•  See  Hodtf  on  the  resurrection,  &c.  Pag.  205—208. 
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nance  to  this  opinion,  he  refers  to  some  ancient  writers  ;  and 
particularly  teils  us,  that  Maximus  speaks  oi  it  as  the  opinion 
of  many  in  his  time  ;  and  Epiphanius  brings  in  Methodius  in 
the  third  century,  as  asserting  the  same  thing. 

2.  As  to  what  concerns  that  part  of  the  objection,  that  bodies, 
like  those  we  have  now,  are  unmeet  for  the  heavenly  state,  in- 
asmuch as  they  cannot  be  supported  without  food  and  other 
conveniences  of  nature,  which  tend  to  the  preservation  of  life 
in  this  world.  1  o  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  it  is  not  ne- 
cessarj'  to  suppose  that  the  body  shall  be  raised  with  such  quali- 
ties as  that  it  will  stand  in  need  of  food,  rest,  or  other  conve- 
niences of  nature ;  which,  at  i>resent,  tend  to  the  support  of  life : 
'llie  apostle  seems  to  assert  the  contrary,  when  he  says,  Meats 
for  the  belly ^  mid  the  belly  for  meats  ;  but  God  shall  destroy  both 
it  and  them^  1  Cor.  vi.  1 3.  There  is  certainly  a  medium  be- 
tween asserting,  with  some,  that  we  shall  be  raised  with  an 
etherial  body,  in  all  respects  unlike  to  that  which  we  have  at 
present ;  and  maintaining,  that  we  shall  have  such  as  are  liable 
to  the  imperfections  of  this  present  state,  and  supported  in  the 
same  way  in  which  they  now  are. 

As  to  what  the  apostle  says  concerning  fesh  and  blood  not 
inheriting  the  kingdom  of  heaven.,  he  does  not  mean  thereby  that 
our  bodies  shall  be  so  changed,  that  they  shall  in  no  respect 
consist  of  flesh  and  blood  :  And  when  he  speaks  of  celestial 
and  spiritual  bodies,  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  suppose,  that 
hereby  he  intends  serial  or  etherial  bodies.  But  this  will  be 
more  particularly  considered  under  a  following  head,  when  we 
speak  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  bodies  of  believers 
shall  be  raised  from  the  dead.  As  for  that  other  scripture,  in 
which  they  are  said  to  be  as  the  angels  of  God  in  heaven^  that 
respects  their  being  immortal  and  incorruptible  ;  or  as  the  con- 
text seems  to  intimate,  that  they  need  not  marriage,  to  perpe- 
tuate their  generations,  in  that  world  :  Therefore  we  have  no 
occasion  to  strain  the  sense  of  the  words,  so  as  to  suppose  that 
our  Saviour  intends  in  his  saying  they  shall  be  as  the  angels^ 
that  they  shall  cease  to  be  like  what  they  were  when  men  on 
earth. 

Objec.  4.  The  last  objection  which  we  shall  mention,  is  taken 
fix>m  its  not  being  agreeable  to  the  goodness  of  God,  extended 
to  those  who  are  made  partakers  of  the  resurrection  to  eternal 
life ;  inasmuch  as  it  is  a  bringing  them  into  a  worse  condition 
than  the  soul  was  in,  when  separate  from  the  body.  This  ob- 
jection is  generally  brought  by  those  who  give  into  that  mode 
of  speaking  often  used  by  Plato  *  and  his  followers,  that  the 

*  Vid.  Plat,  in  Cratyl,  'oho  brings  in  Socrates  as  ^raveht  pwininff  on  the  -word 
er/t.utt,  q.  d.  <T'^/xit,  sepulchrum  ;  and  tupposintr  tliat  this  namti,  -was  givoi  to  denote 
ihat  the  soul  m^ers  punishment  fur  itsfuults,  bij  being  iktained  or  shut  npinfyrnwu 
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body  in  this  world,  is  the  prison  of  the  soul,  which  at  death,  is 
set  at  liberty  :  therefore  they  suppose,  that  its  being  united  to 
the  body  again,  is  no  other  than  its  being  condemned  to  a  second 
imprisonment,  which  is  so  far  from  being  a  favour  conferred, 
that  it  rather  seems  to  be  a  punishment  inflicted.  Others,  with 
Celsus,  reckon  it  a  dishonour  for  the  soul  to  be  reunited  to  a 
body  that  is  corrupted.*  And  others  speak  of  the  body  as  be- 
ing a  great  hindrance  to  the  soul  in  its  actings ;  and  frequently 
inclining  it  to  the  exercise  -of  some  of  those  passions  that  tend 
to  make  men  uneasy,  and  thereby  unhappy ;  and  that  this  may, 
some  way  or  other,  take  place  in  a  future  state. 

Ansxv.  It  is  no  great  difficulty  to  answer  this  objection,  in 
which  there  is  not  a  due  difference  put  between  the  present  and 
future  state  of  believers.  The  only  thing  which  might  give  oc- 
casion to  men  to  conclude  that  their  souls  are  imprisoned  ia 
this  world  is,  because  they  are  abridged  of  that  happiness  which 
they  shall  he  possessed  of  in  another;  which  the  apostle  calls 
T/ie  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  of  God^  Rom.  viii.  21.  And 
as  for  the  reproaches  which  some  of  the  greatest  enemies  to 
Christianity  have  cast  on  this  doctrine,  these  are  not  sufficient 
to  beget  the  least  dislike  of  it  in  the  minds  of  serious  and  un* 
prejudiced  Christians.  What  though  the  body  be  turned  to  cor- 
ruption ?  It  shall  be  raised  incorruptible,  and  in  glory ;  and 
therefore  shall  be  ^a  palace  fit  to  entertain  its  noble  inhabitant : 
what  though  it  has,  in  this  world,  offered  many  temptations  to 
the  soul  to  sin,  by  which  it  has  been  sometimes  overcome  and 
exposed  to  those  passions  that  h:;ve  defiled,  and  made  it  very 
uneasy;  is  this  to  be  objected  against  its  being  raised  from  the 
dead  in  such  a  state  of  perfection,  that  it  shall  never  more  con- 
tract any  guilt,  or  render  the  soul  unhappy,  by  any  inconve- 
nience arising  from  it  ?  But  this  will  farther  appear,  when  we 
speak  of  the  condition  in  which  the  body  shall  be  raised  under 
a  following  head.  We  shall  therefore  proceed, 

VI.  To  consider  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  as  universal, 
including  in  it  all  who  have  lived,  or  shall  live,  from  the  be- 
ginning of  time,  till  Christ's  second  coming,  excepting  those 
who  shall  be  found  alive ;  on  whom  a  change  shall  pass  which 
is  equivalent  to  a  resurrection. 

1.  That  all  the  dead  shall  be  raised :  this  is  expressly  men- 
tioned in  that  vision,  Isaxv  the  dead  both  small  and  great^  standi 
ing  before  God;  and  the  books  xvere  opened;  and  the  dead  were 
judged  out  of  those  things  which  were  writteti  in  the  books^  ac- 
cording to  their  works.  And  the  sea  gave  up  the  dead  which 
were  in  it ;  and  death  and  hell  delivered  up  the  dead  which  were 

And  Seneca  sfteaks  to  the  same  purpose :  carpus  hoc,  animi  pondus,  &  poena  est, 
permancnte  illo  nrgetur,  in  vinadis  est.   Vid.  Sen.  Epist.  65 
•   Vid.  Oriff.  in  Loc.  supra  citat. 
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in  them ;  and  they  xvere  judged  every  mcfn  according  to  thtir 
xvorks^  Rev.  xx.  12,  ^  sef.  where  the  Judge  is  represented  as 
demanding  the  bodies  of  men  of  all  ranks,  conditions,  and  ages, 
out  of  those  places  where  they  have  been  lodged,  with  a  design 
to  reward  or  punish  them  according  to  their  works  :  therefore, 
if  the  justice  of  God  is  to  be  displayed  in  this  solemn  and  awful 
transaction,  and  the  bodies  as  well  as  the  souls  of  men,  are  the 
subjects  on  which  this  judgment  must  pass;  then  it  follows, 
that  it  will  be  universal :  thus  our  Saviour  says.  All  tfiQt  are  in 
the  graves  shall  hear  his  voice  and  shall  coyne  forth  ;  they  that 
have  done  good  unto  the  resurrection  of  life ;  ajid  they  that  have 
done  evil  unto  the  resurrection  of  damnation^  John  v.  28,  29. 
This  is  so  evident  a  truth,  founded  on  the  divine  perfections, 
as  well  as  express  words  of  scripture,  that  it  is  strange  to  find 
that  any,  who  allow  that  the  dead  shall  be  raised,  should  deny 
the  universality  thereof. 

However,  we  meet  with  several  expressions  in  Rabbinical 
writers,  which  seem  to  speak  of  it  as  a  peculiar  privilege  be- 
longing to  some,  but  not  to  all ;  and  therefore  they  liave  a  pro- 
verbial expression,  that  though  the  rain  descends  on  the  just 
and  on  the  unjust,  yet  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  belongs  only 
to  the  just  :*  and  this  they  infer  from  the  words  of  the  prophet 
Daniel,  in  chap.  xii.  2.  Many  of  them  that  sleep  i?i  the  dust  of 
the  earth  shall  awake ;  which  words  contain  a  difficulty  which 
most  have  found  it  an  hard  matter  to  account  for,  agreeably  to 
the  sense  of  the  prophet,  who  speaks,  in  the  words  in\mediately 
following,  of  the  consequence  hereof,  as,  some  shall  awake  to 
everlasting  life^  and  some  to  everlasting  shame  and  contetnpt ; 
whereby  he  divides  the  world  into  two  parts,  and  considers  one 
as  happy,  the  other  as  miserable  ;  therefore  he  must,  doubtless, 
speak  of  an  universal  resurrection.  But  the  great  difficulty  lies 
in  these  words ;  Many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust  shall  arise ; 
from  whence,  some  conclude  that  this  expression  contains  an 
exception  of  others  who  shall  not  arise :  thus  some  Jewish 
writers  seem  to  have  understood  it ;  but  I  rather  think,  that 
the  word  many^  there,  imports  nothing  else  but  the  multitudcy 
f/.  d.  the  whole  number  of  those  that  sleep  shall  awake.j 

•  Benejicium pluvi(£  ad  cmnes  spectare,  resurrcctionem  morluorum  adjitstos  tan 
turn. 

f  The  Tjords  are,  'J17'?3  D''31,  mufti  ex  dcrmientibns.  J\'o^u  it  is  certain  that  D'3"^, 
14'  often  translated  a  multitude,  or  multitudes,  and  sigfiijies  the  same  loith  311,  oj- 
the  Greek  7vord  to  7r?^Qc,c,  as  m  Gen.  xvii.  5.  2'sal.  clx.  30.  and  in  several  other  pla- 
ces. But  the  principal  dificulty  lies  in  tlic  senfe  of  the  particle  Mem,  7uhich  is  pre- 
fixed to  the  folloiuing  -ivord;  and  is  gcneralbj  supposed  to  be  taken  distributively  ;  and 
accordingly  the  sense  must  be,  Mam,  that  is,  a  great  number,  or  part,  taken  out  of 
them  that  sleep,  shall  awake  ;  though,  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  the  prefix  Mem  her^, 
i»  not  taken  distributively  ;  but  denotes  the  follG-cvinr  ivord  to  be  in  the  Genitive  case, 
as  Lamed  and  Beth  (ftcn  do  ;  and  if  so,  the  wrdi  may  be  rendered.  The  multitude 
olihttn  that  sleep,  shall  awake;  chut  is,  the  -whole  number  of  them  that  sleep  ishall 
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It  is  somewhat  hard  to  determine  Mhat  the  Rabbinical  wri- 
ters intend  when  they  seem  to  confine  the  resurrection  to  the 
Israelites;  and  some  of  them  to  exclude,  not  only  the  wicked 
from  it,  but  those  that  had  not  addicted  themselves  to  the  study 
of  the  law,  whom  they  call  the  Gnam  Haaretz  :  thus  they  are 
represented  in  scripture  as  giving  them  but  a  very  indifferent 
character,  The  people  that  knoxveth  7iot  the  laxv  are  accursed^ 
John  vii.  49.  by  this  means  they  bring  the  number  of  those  that 
shall  be  raised  fiom  the  dead  into  a  very  narrow  compass  :  ne- 
vertheless they  speak  of  future  rewards  and  punishments  in 
another  world ;  therefore  some  have  tiiought,  when  they  ex- 
clude all  but  the  Israelites,  and,  of  them,  all  but  those  who 
were  in  the  greatest  reputation  amongst  them,  that  they  under- 
stand pothing  else  by  the  resurrection,  but  that  which  they  fan- 
cied would  happen  in  the  days  of  the  Messiah;  in  which,  they 
suppose,  that  some  of  the  Jews  shall  be  raised  from  the  dead 
before  the  general  resuirection  at  the  last  day ;  and  in  this  sense 
we  may  easily  understand  their  exclusive  accoiuit,  when  they 
speak  of  many  that  shall  not  be  partakers  of  this  privilege  ;  and 
if  it  be  extended  to  the  resurrection  at  the  last  day,  theh  I  am 
apt  to  think,  that  they  intend  hereby  a  resurrection  to  eternal 
life,  and  so  some  imderstand  that  common  proverb  but  now 
mentioned,  concerning  the  rain's  descending  upon  all ;  but  the 
resurrection's  belonging  only  to  the  just,  in  this  sense;  that 
though  the  rain  descends  upon  the  wilderness,  and  barren 
ground  ;  yet  it  is  only  some  places  which  are  made  fruitful 
thereby  :  accordingly,  though  the  resurrection  be  universal, 
both  of  the  righteous  and  wicked ;  yet  the  resurrection  to  eter- 
nal life  belongs  only  to  the  just.* 

All  that  I  shall  observe  at  present  is,  that  this  is  not  alto- 
gether disagreeable  to  the  scripture-mode  of  speaking  ;  which* 
though  in  some  places  it  asserts  the  resurrection  of  the  whole 
world,  in  others,  by  the  i-esurrection,  we  are  to  understand  no- 
thing else,  but  a  resurrection  to  eternal  life :  thus  the  apostle 
Paul,  when  he  speaks  of  his  attaining  unto  the  resurrection  of 
the  dead^  Phil.  iii.  11.  intends  hereby  his  obtaining  a  glorious 
resurrection.  And  our  Saviour,  when  speaking  concerning  the 

awake ;  and  so  it  is  the  name  -with  \ahat  is  mentioned  by  our  Saviour  in  the  text  but 
71011)  rtf-rred  to ;  all  that  are  in  their  graves  shall  come  forth,  and  be  disposed  of 
in  a  different  -uKiy,  as  he  particularly  expresses  it ;  luhich  contains  the  sense  of  the 
prophet's  prediction  in  this  place.  There  is  a  scripture,  in  lohich  the  -word  many 
plainly  signifies  tc  txjiSoc,  the  nmltitvide,  or  all  mankind:  thus  the  apostle  speaks, 
Rom.  V.  15.  o/"many,  as  beinpclead  by  tin;  o'Fence  of  one,  and  by  one  man's  diso- 
bedience, many  i^rt'/ij  made  sinners  ;  -which  none,  -who  alto-U!  all  the -world  to  hare 
fallei}  in  .Jdam, -will  srippnse'to  he  taken  in  any  other  sense.  See  other  instances  of 
thi^  like  nature  in  Glas.  Phil.  Sacr.  Lib.  v.  Tract.  1.  Cap.  xv. 

•  Vid.  Poc.  JSTot.  J\tisc.  in  Maimon.  Port.  Mos.  Cap.  vi.  v.-ho  treats  largely  on 
this  subject,  and  g^ives  an  account  of  the  opinions  of  several  liabbinical  writers  con- 
eeriang  thin  jnu'.lcv  ;  ichich  render.^  it  nvcdlers  for  ms  to  refer  to  particular  plccea. 
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happiness  of  the  saints  in  another  world,  expresses  it  on  this 
wise  ;  that  they  shall  be  counted  worthy^  or  meet,  to  obtain  that 
worlds  and  the  resurrection  from  the  dcad^  Luke  xx.  ^5.  so  that 
whatever  is  said  by  Jewish  writers,  tending  to  limit  the  resur- 
rection of  the  dead  to  eternal  life,  to  some  particular  persons, 
it  does  not  appear  but  that  even  they  held,  in  other  respects, 
a  general  resurrection,  both  of  the  just  and  unjust;  which  is  as 
demonstrable  as  is  the  resurrection  in  general. 

2.  They  who  are  found  alive  at  Christ's  second  coming, 
shall  undergo  a  change ;  which,  though  it  cannot  be  called  a 
resurrection,  will  be  equivalent  to  it.  The  apostle  Paul  gives 
an  account  of  this,  as  what  was  before  unknown  to  the  church; 
Behold  I  shexu  ij.ou  a  mrjsterij  ;  "we  shall  not  all  sleeps  but  we 
shall  all  be  changed^  in  a  moment^  in  the  txvinkling  of  an  cye^  at 
the  last  trumps  1  Cor.  xv.  51,  52.  And  elsewhere  he  speaks  of 
them  when  thus  changed,  as  caught  up  in  the  clouds  together 
ivith  other  saints,  that  are  raised  from  the  dead,  to  meet  the 
Lord  in  the  air,  1  Thess.  iv.  17.  This  is  no  less  an  effect  of 
almighty  power  than  a  resurrection;  for  hereby  their  bodies, 
though  never  separated  from  their  souls,  are  brought  into  the 
same  state  as  the  bodies  of  others  shall  be,  when  re-united  to 
them,  and  thereby  be  rendered  incorruptible  and  immortal,  as 
the  bodies  of  all  other  saints  shall  be,  and  n;ade  partakers  of 
the  same  glory  with  which  they  are  said  to  be  raised.  We  have 
an  emblem  of  this  in  Christ's  transfiguration,  when  there  was 
suoh  a  change  made,  for  the  present,  en  his  body,  that  his  face 
:.hined  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light.  And 
there  was  not  only  a  resemblance,  but  a  kind  of  specimen  here-* 
cf,  in  the  translation  of  Enoch  and  Elijah,  whose  bodies  were 
before  this,  liable  to  corruption,  and  all  other  infirmities  that 
attend  this  present  life,  but  were  made,  in  a  moment,  celestial 
and  glorious.  And  the  body  of  our  Saviour,  though  it  was 
raised  from  the  dead  incorruptible  and  immortal,  yet,  during 
the  space  of  forty  days,  while  he  continued  on  earth,  it  was  not 
made  so  glorious  as  it  was  immediately  after  the  cloud  received 
him  into  heaven,  when  it  underwent  such  a  change  as  was 
agreeable  to  the  place  and  state  into  which  he  then  entered ; 
even  so  the  bodies  of  the  saints,  at  last,  shall,  by  this  change,  be 
made  meet  for  heaven,  and  received,  with  other  saints  into  it. 

Vil.  We  shall  now  consider  the  condition  in  which  the  body 
shall  be  raised.    And, 

1.  Those  circumstances  of  honour  and  glory  which  respect 
more  especially  the  resurrection  of  the  just:  this  the  apostle 
mentions,  and  describes  them  as  raised  in  glcry,  1  Cor.  xv. 
43.  It  is  the  same  body  indeed,  that  is  raised,  which  he  illus- 
trates by  a  grain  of  wheat  springing  up,  and  changed  into  a 
fuU-growD  ear;  v/hich,  though  it  be  greatly  improved,  and  very 
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much  altered  from  what  it  was,  when  cast  into  the  ground,  yet 
every  seedy  as  he  observes,  has  its  own  bodij^  ver.  38.  From 
whence  we  may  infer,  that  th«  same  body  shall  be  raised  from 
the  dead,  though  with  very  different  qualities.  There  are  seve- 
ral things  mentioned  by  the  apostle,  in  the  account  he  gives  of 
the  bodies  of  the  saints  after  the  resurrection ;  which  some  have 
attempted  to  explain  in  such  a  way,  as  is  hardly  consistent  with 
a  resurrection  of  the  same  body.  The  Socinians  generally  main- 
tain that  the  body  shall  be  altogether  new,  as  to  its  substance, 
as  well  as  its  qualities  :  and  others  speak  of  it  as  an  aeriel  body; 
as  supposing  that  the  gross  and  heavy  matter,  of  which  it  for- 
merly consisted,  is  not  adapted  to  an  heavenly  state,  and  would 
render  it  not  altogether  free  from  a  liableness  to  corruption. 
This  opinion  a  late  writer  mentions,  as  what  was  espoused  by 
some  of  the  Fathers,  which  he  speaks  very  favourably  of;  and 
inasmuch  as  the  apostle  calls  it  a  spiritual  hody^  1  Cor.  xv.  45. 
and  seems  to  distinguish  it  ivomjiesh  and  bloody  which  cannot 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God^  ver.  50.  he  thinks  that  though  the 
same  flesh  and  blood  may  rise  from  the  grave,  it  will  then  or 
afterwards,  receive  such  a  change,  as  will  render  it  spiritual 
and  incorruptible ;  and  so,  perhaps,  when  it  comes  to  heaven, 
will  not  be  flesh  and  blood  ;  or,  that  it  will  clothed  with  such 
an  heavenly  body  as  will  keep  it  from  a  possibility  of  corrup- 
tion; and  accordingly  he  supposes  that  the  apostle  is  to  be  un- 
derstood in  this  sense,  that  flesh  and  blood  unchanged  and  un- 
clothed v.ith  its  heavenly  body,  cannot  inherit  the  kingdom  of 
God ;  and  that  this  body  with  which  it  shall  be  invested,  will 
be  thin,  aerial,  spiritual,  bright,  and  shining;  and,  in  that  re- 
spect, may  be  called  celestial.*  The  reason  he  assigns  why 
Jiesh  and  blood,  namely,  such  as  is  subject  to  corruption  here, 
cannot  inherit  the  kingdo7n  of  God,  is,  because  the  flesh  may  be 
cut  and  divided,  and  the  blood  let  out,  which  would  subject  it 
to  corruption ;  therefore  it  must  be  changed,  and  put  on  incor- 
ruption. 

This  account  of  the  bodies  of  the  just  after  the  resurrection, 
seems,  indeed,  to  be  a  medium  between  the  two  extremes,  either 
of  those  who  suppose  that  the  body  shall  differ  but  little  from 
what  it  was  whilst  here  on  earth,  or  of  others,  who  conclude 
jt  to  be  nothing  else  but  an  aerial  body ;  yet  it  contains  several 
things  taken  for  granted,  without  sufiicient  proof,  which  I  can- 
not readily  give  into  :  nevertheless  what  he  farther  adds  on  this 

•  Vid.  nintby  in  1  Cor.  xv.  44,  50.  Jfby  tlw  bright  and  shining  body,  -which  this 
author  speaks  of,  he  intends  that  it  ifiali  be  invented  -with  r.ume  rays  of  glory  in  the 
heureniy  state,  as  many  others  svfipose  ■  this,  I  think;  none  viU  deny  since  it  agrees 
well  -tvith  -what  the  apostle  says  concerning  the  body's  being  made  like  to  Chriat's  gU- 
riovs  body,  and  also  -what  the  prophet  JJaniel  says,  chap.  xii.  2.  concerning  their 
ahininpf  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmanient,  and  as  the  stars ;  or,  as  ovr  Saviour 
iaya,  Matt.  xiii.  43.  Tbey  shall  shine  as  tjie  sun  m  the  fcin^^c'om  of  thnr  I'uther 
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subject  Is  undeniably  true,  viz.  that  the  body,  ^vIuc•h  before 
was  subject  to  filth  and  deformity,  is  raised  in  glory  and  splen- 
dor, shining-  like  the  sun,  Matt,  xxiii.  43.  That  which  was 
once  vile,  la  fashioned  like  Christ's  glorious  body,  Phil.  iii.  21. 
and  is  freed  from  all  defect  or  deformity  in  its  members,  and 
from  any  dishonourable  parts.  Not  subject  to  weakness  by 
labour,  decays  of  age,  to  impotency  and  wasting  by  diseases  ; 
but  nimble,  strong,  active,  and  that  without  reluctancy  or  mo- 
lestation, grief,  pain,  or  lassitude  ;  it  is  raised  a  spiritual  body, 
jpossessed  and  acted  by  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  advanced  so  far 
to  the  perfection  of  spirits,  as  to  be  free  from  grossness,  pon- 
derosity, from  needing  rest,  sleep,  or  sustenance,  and  is  fitted 
for  a  spiritual  and  celestial  state  in  which  our  bodies  shall 
wholly  serve  our  spirits,  and  depend  upon  them,  and  therefore 
may  be  styled  spiritual.  If  we  stop  here,  without  giving  too 
much  scope  to  our  wit  and  fancy,  in  advancing  things  too  high 
for  us,  and  confess  that  we  know  not,  or,  at  least,  but  a  little 
of  the  affairs  of  an  unseen  world  ;  or,  as  the  apostle  says,  xvhat 
rve  shall  I'e,  Phil.  iii.  21.  we  say  enough  to  give  us  an  occasion 
to  conclude  that  it  is  a  glorieus  and  desirable  state,  and  the 
change  wrought  therein,  such  as  fully  answers  our  most  raised 
expectations,  and  is  agreeable  to  a  state  of  perfect  blessedness. 
Thus  concerning  the  condition  and  circumstances  in  which  the 
saints  shall  be  raised. 

There  is  one  thing  which  must  not  wholly  be  past  over, 
which  is  farther  observed  in  this  answer,  namely,  that  the 
bodies  of  the  just  shall  be  raised  by  the  Spirit  of  Christ :  This 
i:>  what  the  apostle  expressly  says,  If  the  Spirit  of  him  that  rais- 
ed up  fesusfrom  the  dead,  dwell  in  you,  he  that  raised  up  Christ 
from  the  dead,  shall  also  quicken  your  mortal  bodies  by  his  Spirit 
that  dwelleth  in  you,  Rom.  viii.  11.  The  bodies  of  believers, 
which  were,  in  this  world,  the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
v/ere  under  his  divine  influence  whilst  living,  shall  not  cease 
to  be  the  objects  of  his  care  when  dead  ;  and  as  an  instance  of 
his  regard  to  them,  as  well  as  denoting  the  subserviency  hereof, 
to  their  attaining  that  com.plete  redemption  which  Christ  has 
purchased  for  them,  the  Spirit,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  demon- 
strates his  personal  glory  in  raising  them  from  the  dead  : 
Whereas,  others  are  said  to  be  raised  only  by  the  power  of 
Christ. 

2.  We  shall  now  consider  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
wicked  shall  be  raised,  namelv,  in  dishonour  ;  or,  as  the  pro- 
phet Daniel  expresses  it,  to  shame  and  everlasting  contempt. 
Some  marks  of  dishonour  shall,  doubtless,  be  impressed  on 
their  bodies,  in  that  they  shall  be  raised  with  all  those  natural 
blemishes  and  deformities,  which  rendered  them  the  object  of 
contetnpt.    That  part  which  the  body  bore  in  tempting  the  soul 
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to  sin,  shall  tend  to  its  everlasting  reproach;  and  when  reunited 
to  it,  those  habits  of  sin  which  were  contracted,  shall  incurably 
rerpain,  as  well  as  the  tormenting  sense  of  guilt  consequent 
hereupon,  which  exposes  them  to  the  wrath  of  God  for  ever  ; 
so  that  their  resurrection,  which  renders  them  immortal,  brings 
upon  them  endless  misery.  And  it  is  said  to  be  brought  about 
by  Christ,  as  an  oft'cndecl  Judge,  as  the  consequence  whereof, 
they  are  summoned  to  his  tribunal,  who  will  render  to  every 
one  according  to  his  works.  Which  leads  us  to  consider  Christ 
as  coming  to  judge  the  world  ;  which  is  that  solemn  transac- 
tion that  will  immediately  follow  after  the  resurrection. 


Quest.  LXXXVIII.  JV&at  shall  immediately  follow  after  the 
resurrection  7 

Answ.  Immediately  after  the  resurrection  shall  follow  the 
general  and  final  judgment  of  angels  and  men  ;  the  day  and 
hour  whereof  no  man  knoweth,  that  all  may  watch  and  pray, 
and  be  ever  ready  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

OUR  Lord  Jesus  Christ  having  finished  the  work  which  he 
undertook  to  perform,  in  gathering  in  his  elect,  and  bring- 
ing that  grace  which  he  wrought  in  them  to  perfection  ;  the 
only  thing  then  remaining  to  be  done,  will  be  his  receiving 
them  into  his  immediate  presence,  to  behold  his  glory  ;  and 
banishing  others,  for  ever,  from  him,  with  marks  of  infamy  and 
detestation.  And,  in  order  hereunto,  he  will  raise  the  dead, 
and  give  a  summons  to  the  whole  world  of  angels  and  men^ 
to  appear  before  his  tribunal  in  that  day  in  which  he  is  ap- 
pointed, by  the  Father,  to  judge  the  world  in  righteousness  ; 
which  is  the  subject  insisted  on  in  tliis  answer.  la  speaking 
to  which,  we  shall 

I.  Prove  that  there  shalj  be  a -day  of  judgment. 

IL  Consider  the  person,  the  character,  and  the  solemnity  of 
the  appearing  of  the  great  Judge,  to  whom  this  work  is  coni^' 
mitted. 

IIL  The  persons  to  be  judged,  angels  aud  men. 

IV.  The  manner  in  which  he  shall  proceed  in  judging  theia. 
And, 

V.  Some  circumstances  concerning  the  place  where,  and  the 
time  when  this  great  and  awful  work  shall  be  performed. 

L  We  are  to  prove  that  there  shall  be  a  day  of  judgment. 
This  is  as  evident  a  truth  as  that  there  is  a  providence,  or  that 
Ciod  is  the  Governor  of  the  world.  Every  intelligent  creature, 
who  is  the  subject  of  moral  government,  affords  an  arg-ument 
for  the  proof  of  thi'i  doctrine.     And  Hccordin?ly  \ve  must  coa 
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sider  them  as  under  a  law  which  he  has  given,  as  that  by  which 
they  are  to  be  governed.  From  hence  arises  our  obHgation  to 
duty,  and  being  rendered  accountable  to  the  great  Lawgiver, 
as  to  what  concerns  our  obedience  to,  or  violation  of  his  law. 
And  God  is  obliged,  in  honour,  to  make  a  scrutiny  into,  or 
take  an  account  of  our  behaviour,  that  it  may  be  known  v/heth- 
er  we  have  obeyed  or  rebelled  against  him.  This  is  evident 
from  the  concern  which  the  glory  of  his  own  perfections  has 
herein  ;  and  the  promises  and  threatnings  annexed  to  his  law, 
which  he  is  obliged  to  fulfil  or  execute.  From  whence  it  fol- 
lows, that  God  will  display  his  glory  as  the  Judge  of  the 
world. 

This  is  plainly  revealed  in  scripture  ;  it  was  foretold  in  the 
early  ages  of  the  world,  as  contained  in  the  epistle  of  Jude,  in 
ver.  14,  15.  Behold  the  Lord  cometh  with  ten  thousand  of  his 
saints^  to  execute  judgment  upon  all^  and  to  convince  all  that  are 
ungodly  among  them^  of  all  their  ungodly  deeds^  zvhich  they  have 
ungodly  committed,  and  of  all  their  haj-d  speeches  which  ungod- 
ly sinners  have  spoken  against  him  :  which  words,  though  they 
might  have  a  peculiar  relation  to  the  judgment  which  God 
v/ould  execute  in  the  destruction  of  the  old  world  ;  yet  it  is 
plain  by  the  application  hereof  made  by  the  apostle,  that  it 
looks  as  far  as  the  final  judgment,  which  shall  be  in  the  end  of 
time.  And  this  likewise  appears  from  what  is  said  in  Eccles. 
xii.  14.  that  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  xvith 
every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  he  evil. 
There  are,  indeed,  many  displays  of  God's  judicial  hand  in  the 
present  dispensations  of  his  providence,  as  he  is  said  to  be 
known  by  the  judgment  which  he  executeth,  Psal.  ix.  16.  Thet 
visible  token  of  his  regard  to  his  saints  in  this  world,  as  well 
us  the  public  and  dreadful  display  of  his  vengeance  poured 
forth  upon  his  enemies,  proclaim  his  glory,  as  God,  the  Judge 
of  all.  But  inasmuch  as  sin  deserves  greater  punishments  than 
what  are  inflicted  here ;  and  the  promises  which  God  has  made 
for  the  encouragement  of  his  people,  give  them  occasion  to 
look  beyond  the  present  scene  of  affairs  ;  and  especially  since 
the  divine  dealings  with  men,  as  to  what  respects  outward 
things,  cannot  so  clearly  be  accounted  for,  while  we  behold  the 
righteous  oppressed,  and  many  of  the  wicked  having,  as  it 
were,  inore  than  heart  could  wish  ;  this  plainly  argues,  that 
there  is  a  time  coming  when  matters  will  be  adjusted;  and,  as 
the  Psalmist  says,  '  A  man  shall  say,'  or  every  one  shall  have 
occasion  to  say,  '  Verily  there  is  a  reward  for  the  righteous  ; 
*  verily  he  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth,'  Psal.  Iviii.  11. 

Moreover,  this  doctrine  is  not  only  revealed  in  scripture,  but 
it  is  impressed  on  the  consciences  of  men;  which,  though  they 
never  took  so  much  pains  to  extinguish  their  apprehension  or 


OF  THE  FINAL  JUDGMENT.  36l» 

dread  thereof,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  do  it.  That  secret 
remorse  or  terror  which  sinners  feel  within  their  own  breasts, 
which  makes  them  restless  and  uneasy,  especially  when  they 
perceive  themselves  to  stand  on  the  confines  of  another  world, 
is  an  undeniable  argument  that  there  is  a  future  judgment. 
What  was  it  that  made  Belshazzar's  countenance  to  change  f 
Why  did  his  thoughts  trouble  him^  so  that  the  joints  of  his  loins 
rvere  loosed^  and  his  knees  smote  one  against  another^  when  he 
saw  the  hand-writing  on  the  xvall^  in  the  midst  of  all  his  mirth 
and  jollity  ?  Dan.  v.  6.  Was  he  afraid  of  the  united  forces  of 
the  Persians  and  Medes,  who  at  thst  time  invested  the  capital 
city  in  which  he  was  ?  Did  he  know  that  he  should  be  slain  be* 
fore  the  morning  ?  That  was  most  remote  from  his  thoughts^ 
as  apprehending  himself  safe  from  any  danger  that  might  arise 
from  that  quarter.  Was  he  afraid  of  punishment  from  men  ? 
His  condition  in  the  world  set  him  above  ths  dread  of  any 
such  event.  It  was  only  the  sense  he  had  of  a  future  judg- 
ment from  God,  that  produced  these  effects  in  him.  It  was  this 
that  made  the  Heathen  governor  tremble^  when  the  apostle  rea- 
soned of  righteousness^  temperance^  and  judgment  to  come,  Acts 
xxiv.  25.  And  when  he  was  disputing  with  the  Athenians, 
though  they  mocked  and  treated  what  he  said  about  the  resur- 
rection with  ridicule  ;  yet  none  of  them  had  any  thing  to  ofc^^- 
ject  against  this  doctrine  that  God  would  judge  the  -world  in 
righteousness,  chap.  xvii.  31. 

It  may  be  observed  that  the  doctrine  of  future  rewards  and 
punishments,  as  the  result  of  a  sentence  passed  on  men  after 
death,  is  so  often  mentioned  by  heathen-writers,  that  it  is  evi- 
dent they  either  received  by  tradition,  or  understood  it  by  the 
light  of  nature ;  though,  when  they  enter  into  particular  expli- 
cations thereof,  we  meet  with  little  but  what  is  fabulous  and 
trifling.  Some  of  them  suppose  the  rewards  and  punishments 
to  be  in  other  bodies,  agreeably  to  the  doctrine  of  the  transmi- 
gration of  souls,  as  before-mentioned.  Others  speak  of  ficti- 
tious lakes  and  rivers  in  the  other  world,  where  men  are  doom- 
ed to  abide,  at  least,  for  some  time ;  though  they  know  nothing 
of  the  day  of  judgment,  or  the  appearance  of  the  whole  world 
before  Christ's  tribunal ;  which  is  a  matter  of  pure  revelation  *. 

,  We  often  reatlin  Heathen-iuriters,  of%^acus,  Minus  and  Rhadamanthus,  as 
appointed  to  pass  a  judgment  on  every  07ie  at  death,  fix  them  in  their  respective  pla- 
ces of  residen€e,  and  determine  their  rewards  and  punishments.  These  are  ge7ieraltu 
supposed  to  have  lived  about  J^Ioses's  time,  and  are  coinmended  for  the  exercise  of 
justice,  and  making  laws,  some  of -which  they  are  supposed  to  have  received  from  hea- 
ven ;  and  as  the  reward  hereof,  have  the  honour,  qf  being  judges  of  men  at  death, 
conferred  upon  them.  Some  have  been  ready  to  conclude  that  the  account  ivhich  the 
Heathen  give  of  these  three  famous  law-givers  and  judges,  is  -nothing  else  but  a  cor- 
ruption of  a  tradition  which  they  had  received  concerning  Moses,  the  great  law-giver 
to  the  Israelites,  set  forth  by  different  names,  with  several  things  fabulous  added 
thereunto.     They  who  have  a  mind  to  see  a  very  learned  and  critical  disqzu'ition  on 
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II.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  person,  character,  and  so- 
lemnity of  the  appearing  of  the  great  Judge,  to  whom  this 
work  is  moie  especially  committed.  This  is  a  doctrine  that 
can  be  known  no  other  way  than  by  divine  revelation.  The 
light  of  nature,  indeed,  discovers  to  us  that  God  shall  judge 
the  world  ;  but  there  is  something  more  than  this  may  be  learn- 
ed from  scripture,  as  well  as  those  circumstances  of  glory  with 
which  this  work  shall  be  performed.  Accordingly  we  read, 

1.  That  the  person  who  is  to  perform  this  great  work,  is  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ;  of  whom  it  is  said,  he  shMjudg-e  the  quick 
and  the  dead  at  his  appearing^  and  his  kingdom^  2  Tim.  iv.  1. 
And  elsewhere,  We  must  all  appear  before  the  judgment-seat  of 
Christ ;  2  Cor.  v.  10.  If  we  consider  his  glory  as  a  divine 
person,  he  is  fit  to  engage  in  it.  For  as  he  knoweth  all  things, 
he  can  judge  the  secrets  of  men,  which  no  mere  creature  can 
do  ;  and  as  he  has  all  the  other  perfections  of  the  divine  nature, 
he  can  display  and  glorify  them,  in  such  a  way  as  is  necessary, 
in  determining  the  final  estate  of  men,  and  rewarding  every 
one  according  to  his  work. 

We  may  also  observe,  that  this  is  a  branch  of  his  Mediato- 
rial dignity,  and  contains  in  it  a  part  of  the  execution  of  his 
Kingly  office  ;  it  was  contained  in  that  commission  which  he 
received  of  the  Father.  Thus  it  is  said,  that  the  Father  judg- 
eth  no  man^  John  v.  22.  that  is,  not  in  a  visible  manner,  or  by 
any  delegated  power,  which  he  is  invested  with,  '  but  hath 
'  committed  all  judgment  to  the  Son,'  and,  it  is  said,  he  has 

*  given  him  authority  to  execute  judgment  also,  because  he  is 
*■  the  Son  of  man,'  ver.  2r.  And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  it  is 
a  part  of  the  work  which  was  incumbent  on  him  in  the  appli- 
cation of  redemption,  which  cannot  be  said  to  be  brought  to 
the  utmost  perfection,  till  the  day  of  judgment :  Thus  when  he 
speaks  concerning  his  *  coming  in  a  cloud  with  power  and  great 
'  glory  ;  then  he  bids  his  people  '  lift  up  their  heads,  inasmuch 

*  as  their  redemption  draweth  nigh,'  Luke  xxi,  27,  28.  We 
might  also  add  to  this,  that  it  was  very  expedient  that  he  should 
judge  the  world,  since  he  was  unjustly  judged  and  condemned 
by  the  world  ;  therefore  the  cause  must  have  a  second  hearing, 
that  his  enemies,  at  whose  bar  he  once  stood,  may  be  fully 
convinced,  to  their  eternal  confusion,  that  he  was  not  the  per- 
son they  took  him  to  be,  that  he  did  not  deserve  the  treatment, 
and  rude  insults  which  he  met  with  from  them,  when  he  stood 

tins  siilijsct,  mail  consult  Hxiet  Demonst.  Evaii^.  Prop.  iv.  ^  9 — 13.  Andasfnr  th" 
"variety  ofpimisliments  lahich  these  judges  injlictetl,  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  fire  to 
■johich  they  are  condemned,  see  Plato's  account  thereof,  translated  by  Et/sedius,  »;•, 
Prcep.  Evaiig.  Lib.  xi.  Cap.  xxxvii.  vlio  t/iink.i  that  some  things  mentioned  by  Iiinu 
dear  a  resemblance  to  the  punis/anent  of  sin,  which  we  read  of  in  scripture,  which  h- 
snppo.ies  he  received  by  tradition,  from  some  that  -were  acquainted -with  divine  re- 
z'elation,  as  he  did  many  other  things  -which  he  speaks  of  in  his  7vritingi: 
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at  their  tribunal.  They  asked  him  this  question,  *  Art  thou 
'  the  Christ,  the  Son  ot"  the  blessed  ?'  to  which  he  replied,  *  I 

*  am  :   And  ye  shall  see  the  Son  ot"  man  sitting  on  the  right 

*  hand  of  power,  and  coming  in  the  clouds  of  heaven,'  Mark 
xiv.  61 — 64.  wherein  he  applied  to  himself  what  the  prophet 
Daniel  said  concerning  him,  Dan.  vii.  13.  and  thereby  intima- 
ted, that  this  would  be  the  most  visible  and  incontestible  proof 
of  his  Mediatorial  glory,  with  which  he  was  invested,  as  the 
Son  of  man  ;  upon  which  the  high-priest  rent  his  clothes,  ap- 
prehending that  he  spake  blasphemy  ;  after  which  they  all  con- 
demned him  to  be  guilty  of  death.  Therefore  it  is  expedient 
that  this  visible  proof  of  his  Sonship  and  Mediatorial  glory 
should  be  given,  and  that  he  should  perform  this  great  work\ 
which  was  incumbent  on  him,  as  he  gave  them  to  expect.  It 
is  his  '  coming  with  clouds,  that  every  eye  shall  see ;'  that  shall 
oblige  '  them  which  pierced  him,  and  all  the  kindreds  of  the 
■■  earth,'  who  set  themselves  against  him,  *  to  wail  because  of 
'  him,'  Rev.  i.  7. 

It  was  also  necessary  that  he  should  judge  the  world,  that  he 
might  publicly  vindicate  his  people,  who  have  been  judged  and 
condemned  by  the  world  for  his  sake ;  and  that  his  cause  and 
interest,  which  has  been  trampled  on  by  them,  might  be  de- 
fended in  the  njost  public  and  glorious  manner,  which  will  af- 
ford an  everlasting  conviction,  that  he  whom  men  despised, 
whose  glory  was  set  light  by,  whose  gospel  was  rejected  and 
persecuted,  is  a  person  worthy  of  universal  honour  and  es- 
teem. Thus  concerning  the  person  who  is  appointed  to  judge 
the  world,  and  the  character  in  which  he  shall  do  it :  which 
leads  us, 

2,  To  consider  the  solemnity  of  his  appearing,  when  enga- 
ging in  it.  The  work  being  the  most  glorious  that  ever  was 
performed  since  the  world  was  created,  and  the  honour  re- 
dounding to  Christ  as  the  result  thereof,  being  the  last  and 
highest  degree  of  his  state  of  exaltation ;  it  cannot  but  be  sup- 
posed that  he  will  appear  with  those  ensigns  of  majesty  and 
regal  dignity  that  become  his  character  as  the  Judge  of  quick 
and  dead :  accordingly  we  have  an  account  of  his  '  appearing 
*■'  in  his  own  glory,  and  in  his  Father's,  and  of  the  holy  angels,* 
Luke  ix.  26.  Ilia  oxon  glorxj  respects  the  rays  of  his  divinitv 
shining  forth ;  whereby  it  will  apt>ear,  that  he  has  a  natural 
right  to  summon  the  whole  world  before  him.  This  cannot  but 
strike  a  terror  into  his  enemies,  and  enhance  the  joy  and  tri- 
umph of  his  friends,  and  excite  the  adoration  that  is  due  to  so 
glorious  a  person.  His  appearing  in  his  Father^s  glory,  denotes 
that  this  is  the  highest  display  of  his  Mediatorial  dignity ;  the 
reward  of  his  having  perfectly  fulfilled  the  commission  given, 
him  bv  the  Father,  and  fillv  answered  the  end  for  which  h© 


^6^  or  T»E  riNA^^  JUDGMENT. 

became  incarnate.  And  his  appearing  in  the  glory  of  his  holt/ 
angelsy  implies  the  reverence  and  homage  which  they  will  pay 
to  him,  into  whose  hands  they  are  given,  as  ministering  spirits, 
to  fulfil  his  pleasure,  and  who  always  rejoice  in  the  advance- 
ment of  his  kingdom. 

The  angels  shall  not  indeed  be  employed  in  raising  the  dead, 
for  that  is  a  work  too  great  for  finite  power ;  but  we  read  of 
their  ministry  as  subservient  to  the  glory  of  the  solemnity,  as 
consisting  in  their  appearing  with  Christ  as  his  retinue ;  so  it  is 
said,  that  he  shall  '  come  in  his  glory^  and  all  the  holy  angels 
with  him,'  Matt.  xxv.  31.  These,  indeed  make  up  his  train; 
but  do  not  convey  to  hinr^  the  least  branch  of  that  glory  or  cha- 
racter he  is  invested  with  :  but  it  is  their  honour  to  attend  him, 
whose  serv^ants  they  are ;  their  work  is  to  praise  and  adore  him, 
and  to  shew  their  readiness  to  fulfil  his  pleasure,  without  desi- 
ring to  usurp  the  least  branch  of  his  glory. 

The  first  thing  they  are  represented  as  doing,  is,  their  attend- 
ing his  coming  with  a  shout,  or  the  word  of  command  first  given 
forth  by  Christ,  and  transmitted  by  them  to  the  whole  world, 
whereby  they  shall  be  summoned  to  appear  before  him.  This 
shall  doubtless  be  attended  with  universal  joy  and  triumph  ex- 
pressed by  them.  And  whereas  Christ  is  said  to  come  -with  the 
sound  of  a  trumpet^  1  Thess.  iv.  1 6.  this  is  either  to  be  consi- 
dered in  allusion  to  the  custom  of  calling  the  hosts  together, 
which  was  by  the  sound  of  a  trumpet,  Num.  x.  2.  £sPc.*  or 
else  we  may  understand  it  in  a  literal  sense,  for  some  sound 
like  that  of  a  trumpet,  which  shall  be  heard  throughout  the 
world,  which  shall  have  a  tendency  to  excite  the  joy  and  tri- 
umph of  the  saints,  and  to  strike  terror  into  the  wicked.  And 
as  this  trumpet  gives  an  alarm  to  all  to  appear  before  Christ's 
tribunal ;  the  angels  are  represented  as  assisting  in  bringing 
them  thither.  It  is  by  them  that  the  saints  which  remain  alive^ 
shall  be  caught  up  with  others  in  the  clouds  to  meet  the  Lord  iyi 
the  airy  1  Thess.  iv.  17.  and  they  are  said  to  gather  together 
the  elect  from  the  four  windsyfrom  one  end  of  the  heaven  to  the 
other^\  And  elsewhere,  our  Saviour,  speaking  of  the  end  of  the 
uoorldy  which  he  calls  the  harvest^  represents  the  angels  as 
reapers^  Matt.  %\\\.  39.  which  he  explains  as  denoting  that  at 
the  end  of  the  -world  the  angels  shall  come  forth^  and  sever  the 
wicked  from  among  the  just^  ver.  49.  which  plainly  intimates 

*  See  Vol.  II.   Quest.  LVI. 

■f  Jifatt.  XX iv.  31.  This  is  the  nost  corrmon  sense  of  those  -viords ;  and  herw  far 
.•ioever  they  are  supposed,  by  some,  to  be  taken  in  ajignrative  sense,  for  the  preach- 
ing ofthegoipel  throughout  theiuhole  -world,  after  the  destrvction  of  the  Jeviish  state  i 
which  some  have  siippoitd,  is  principally  intended  by  tuhat  is  metUioned  in  the  fore- 
going  verses  ;  yet  most  conclude  that  severe?!  ihiiigs  in  this  account  of  Christ's  glo- 
Tnous  appearance,  are  fiot  loithovt  some  allusion,  at  least  to  xohat  shall  be  more  etni-- 
^tutty  accontp'islied,  w'ten  he  shall  couit  to  judgment. 
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that  they  are  to  gather  the  elect  together.  And  inasmuch  as 
there  must  be  a  separation  between  them  and  the  wicked,  so 
ihat  one  shall  be  set  at  Christ's  right  hand,  the  other  at  his  left; 
(his,  as  it  is  more  than  probahle,  shall  be  done  by  the  ministry 
of  angels,  chap.  xxv.  32.  And  then  the  Judge  is  represented 
as  sitting"  on  his  throne^  ver.  31.  this  is  called  elsewhere  a  judg- 
ment-seat, agreeable  to  his  character  as  a  judge  ;  and  it  is  here 
st)'led  his  throne,  as  expressive  of  the  majesty  and  royal  dig- 
nity with  which  he  shall  perform  this  great  work.  Which 
leads  us, 

III.  To  consider  the  persons  v/ho  are  to  be  judged,  things 
being  thus  prepared  for  it ;  and  these  are  said  to  be  angels  and 
men,  i.  e.  all  who  are  summoned  to  appear  before  Christ's  tri- 
bunal. Whether  the  holy  angels  are  included  in  the  number  of 
those  whom  Christ  will  judge,  it  is  not  safe  for  us  to  pretend 
to  determine,  since  scripture  is  silent  as  to  this  matter.  That 
they  are  the  subjects  of  moral  government  is  evident,  because 
they  are  intelligent  creatures ;  and  it  follows  from  hence,  that 
they  are  accountable  to  God  for  their  behaviour  as  such.  It  is 
also  certain,  that  they  are  employed  by  our  Saviour,  in  fulfill- 
ing his  pleasure  ;  and  pursuant  thereto,  they  are  sent  forth  by 
him  to  minister  to  the  heirs  of  salvation^  Heb.  i.  14.  and  upon 
this  account  it  may  not  be  reckoned  foreign  to  the  work  of  the 
day,  for  Christ  to  give  a  public  testimony  to  their  faithfulness 
in  the  discharge  of  every  Avork  which  has  been  committed  to 
them ;  especially  since  the  saints,  who,  in  some  respects,  may 
be  said  to  have  been  their  charge  and  care,  have  received  no 
small  advantage  from  the  good  offices  which  they  have  per- 
formed for  them  by  Christ's  appointment :  but  more  than  this, 
I  think,  cannot  be  determined,  with  respect  to  their  being  judg- 
ed  by  Christ.  Therefore,  many  conclude,  that,  properly  speak- 
ing, they  are  not  included  in  the  number  of  those  that  shall  be 
judged  by  him;  and  that  either  because  they  arc  represented 
as  attending  him,  when  he  comes  to  judgment ;  and  are  never 
spoken  of  as  standing  before  his  tribunal,  as  persons  whose 
cause  is  to  be  tried  by  him ;  or  because  they  are  considered,  as 
long  before  this  confirmed  in  holiness  and  happiness,  and  as 
beholding  the  face  of  God  in  heaven  ;  and  consequently  not  to 
be  dealt  with  as  those  who  are  to  undergo  a  farther  scrutiny, 
in  order  to  their  having,  a  new  sentence  passed  upon  them. 

As  to  what  respects  the  fallen  angels,  they  are  to  be  brought 
as  criminals  before  Christ's  tribunal,  in  order  to  his  passing  a 
righteous  sentence  upon  them.  Whether  the  charge  of  their 
apostacy  from  God,  shall  be  again  renewed,  and  hereby  sin 
traced  to  the  very  first  spring  and  fountain  of  it,  we  know  not 
but  all  the  guilt  that  they  have  contracted  since  they  they  were, 
hy  a  former  sentence,  cast  out  of  heaven,  shall  be  laid  to  their 
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charge  ;  all  that  tlii^y  have  done  against  the  interest  of  God  in 
the  world,  begun  in  the  seduction  of  our  first  parents,  and  con- 
tinued ever  since,  with  all  those  method^s  of  revenge  and  sub- 
tilty  whereby  they  have  opposed  the  kingdom  of  Christ  in  the 
world,  and  eiideavoured  to  ruin  his  people,  will  be  alleged 
against  them,  as  well  as  the  bold  attempt  they  made  on  him  in 
his  own  Person,  whilst  he  was  in  a  state  of  humiliation.  Thus 
the  fallen  angels,  though  represented  as  cast  down  to  hell,  are 
yet  said  to  be  delivered  into  chains  of  darknesft^  and  reserved 
unto  judgynent^  2  Pet.  ii.  4.  Jude,  ver.  6.  This  they  are,  at  pre- 
sent, apprehensive  of,  and  are  accordingly  said  to  tremble.,  Jan). 
ii.  19.  at  the  fore-thoughts  of  it:  it  may  also  be  inferred  from 
what  they  said  to  our  Saviour,  Art  thou  come  to  torment  us  be- 
fore the  time.,  Matt.  viii.  29.  and,  as  the  result  hereof,  it  is  said, 
that  the  devil  rvas  cast  into  the  lake  offre  and  brimstone.,  Rev. 
XX.  10.  t.  e.  adjudged  to  endure  a  greater  degree  of  torment  in 
proportion  to  the  increase  of  his  guilt. 

But  that  which  is  more  particularly  insisted  on  in  scripture, 
in  which  we  are  immediatelv  concerned,  is  what  relates  to  men, 
as  those  who  are  to  be  judged  by  Christ.  This  is  set  forth  in 
imiversal  terms  :  the  apostle  says.  We  must  all  appear  before 
the  judgment-seat  of  Christy  that  every  one  may  receive  the 
things  done  in  his  hodij^  according  to  that  he  hath  done.,  xvhether 
it  be  good  or  bad.,  2  Cor.  v.  10.  men  of  all  ranks  and  conditions, 
.small  and  great,  Rev.  xx.  12.  (/uick  and  dead  2  Tim.  iv.  1.  i.  e. 
those  who  died  before,  or  shall  be  found  alive  at  his  coming, 
the  righteous  and  the  xvicked.,  Eccl.  iii.  17.  and  among  these, 
not  only  them  that  have  lived  under  the  gospel-dispensation  ; 
but  others,  who  have  had  no  other  light  but  that  of  nature ;  As 
many  as  have  sinned  roithout  lazv.,  shall  also  perish  without  lazv, 
Rom.  ii.  12.  We  have  no  account,  indeed,  in  scripture,  of  their 
being  adjudged  to  eternal  life,  for  their  doing,  by  nature,  some 
things  that  are  contained  in  the  law ;  to  suppose  this,  is  to  be 
wise  above  what  is  written  ;  and,  indeed,  it  seems  contradictory 
to  those  scriptures  which  assert  the  necessity  of  faith  in  Christ 
to  salvation  ;  but  these  are  generally  described  as  suffering 
punishment  proportioned  to  their  works.  Thus  we  read  of  the 
men  of  Nineveh.,  Matt.  xii.  41.  the  queen  of  the  South,  ver.  42. 
the  inhabitants  of  Tyre  and  Sidon.,  chap.  xi.  22.  and  those  of 
Sodom  and  Gomorrrrh,  ver.  24.  as  appearing  in  judgment.,  and 
exposed  to  a  less  degree  of  punishment  than  those  that  sinned 
against  greater  light ;  but  there  is  not  the  least  intimation  given 
of  their  being  discharged  from  condemnation.  Our  Saviour,  in- 
deed, speaks  of  the  '  servant  which  knew  his  master's  will,  and 
'  prepared  not  himself  to  do  according  to  it,  who  should  be 
'  beaten  with  many  stripes,'  i.  e.  exposed  to  a  greater  condem- 
aatiou:  nevcrthelc;^Sj  he,  at  the  came  time,  intimates  that  th& 
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Servant  rv/io  did  not  knoxv^  i.  e.  who  sinned  under  greater  dis- 
advantages for  want  of  gospel-revelation,  even  he  should  be 
beaten  with  few  stripes  ;  or  adjudged  to  sulfer  a  less  degree  of 
punishment. 

The  Pelagians,  indeed,  have  endeavoured  not  only  to  exempt 
the  Heathen  from  the  consequences  of  this  judgment;  but  some 
have  insinuated  as  though  they  were  not  concerned  in  it  at  all : 
thus  one  *  supposes,  that  tlie  persons  who  are  represented  as 
appearing  at  Christ's  tribunal,  Matt.  xxv.  aiid  sentenced,  by 
him,  according  to  their  works,  are  only  those  who  made  a  pro- 
fession of  the  Christian  religion.  And  the  principal  argument 
that  he  brings  to  support  this  opinion  is,  because  they,  on  whom 
a  sentence  of  condemnation  is  passed,  are  accused  of  not  mi- 
nistering to  Christ's  members,  which  is  interpreted  as  not  giv- 
ing him  meat,  when  he  was  hungry,  or  drink  when  he  was 
thirsty,  £s?c.  which  charge  could  not  have  been  brought  against 
those  that  never  heard  of  Christ;  or  if  it  had,  they  might  have 
excused  themselves  by  alleging  that  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  shew  this  respect  to  him  whom  they  never  knew.  But  to 
this  it  may  be  replied,  that  though  our  Saviour's  design  here, 
is  to  aggravate  the  condemnation  of  those  who  sinned  under 
the  gospel,  and  to  charge  some  with  crimes  of  the  highest  na- 
ture ;  yet  there  is  nothing  mentioned,  exclusive  of  others,  so  as 
to  give  occasion  to  suppose  that  the  judgment  of  the  great  day 
will  respect  only  those  who  have  set  under  the  sound  of  the 
gospel.  Therefore  we  have  ground  to  conclude,  that  as  the  re- 
surrection of  the  dead  will  be  universal ;  so  all  that  have  lived, 
or  shall  live,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  time,  shall  be 
the  subjects  of  the  judicial  proceedings  in  that  solemn  and  aw- 
ful day;  which  leads  us  to  consider, 

IV.  The  manner  in  which  Christ  shall  proceed  in  judging 
the  world.  It  is  evident,  that  the  design  of  this  glorious  trans- 
action is  to  determine  the  final  state  of  all  men,  which  will  be 
done  in  a  public  and  visible  manner,  that  it  may  appear  that 
the  Judge  of  all  does  right :  this  differs  very  much  from  that 
particular  judgment  that  is  passed  on  every  one  at  death;  in 
which,  though  their  state  be  unalterably  dttermlncd,  yet  it  is 
not  done  in  an  open  and  visible  manner  ;  but  with  a  design  that 
the  cause  should  be  tried  again  in  that  day  which  is  appointed 
for  it.  The  account  we  have  in  scripture,  of  the  manner  in 
which  this  shall  be  done,  bears  some  resemblance  to  the  pro  ■ 
ceedings  in  human  courts  of  judicatiu^e  ;  accordingly  the  day 
is  set  in  which  causes  are  to  be  tried;  the  Judge  ai)pcars  with 
the  ensigns  of  his  authority ;  and  being  seated  on  the  tribunal, 
the  persons  to  be  tried  appear  before  him ;  the  cause  is  heard ; 
and  since  all  are  to  be  judged  according  to  law,  the  law  is  sup- 
'    Curcc'Titus  iu  Dissert  tic  mcessi't.  c^^.it.  C'.'i'^  ^  vj 
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posed  to  be  known,  or  the  particular  statute,  which  is  the  rii!e 
of  judgment,  must  be  produced;  and  whatever  charge  is  to  be 
brought  against  any  one,  it  is  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  an  in- 
dictment, and  supported  by  sufficient  evidence,  and  the  persons 
hereupon  acquitted  or  condemned.  In  allusion  hereunto  we 
read  of  Christ's  appearing  in  a  visible  manner,  seated  on  a 
throne  of  judgment;  or,  as  it  is  expressed,  of  the  Son  of  man  ^ 
as  appearing  with  all  the  holy  angels  xvith  him  ;  and  his  sitting 
upon  the  throne  of  his  glory  ^  and  all  7iations  being  gathered  he- 
fore  him^  Matt.  xxv.  31,  32.  the  Judgment  seat,  and  the  books 
opened,  Dan.  vii.  26.  Rev.  xx.  12. 

The  righteous,  who  are  a  part  of  those  that  shall  stand  be- 
fore Christ's  tribunal,  shall  be  separated  from  the  wicked ;  the 
former  placed  at  his  right  hand,  the  latter  at  his  left.  With 
respect  to  the  wicked,  an  indictment  shall  be  brought  in,  in 
which  they  shall  be  charged  with  the  violation  of  the  holy  la^ 
of  God,  with  all  the  aggravating  circumstances  thereof,  the 
subject-matter  of  which  is  contained  in  the  books  that  are  said 
to  be  opened.  And  this  charge  shall  be  supported  by  evidence ; 
in  which  cast  men  shall  be  witnesses  against  one  another,  so 
far  as  they  have  been  apprised  of  each  other's  behaviour,  or 
immediately  concerned  therein :  and  it  is  not  improbable,  that 
since  the  holy  angels  are  conversant  in  this  lower  world,  as 
they  are  sometimes  represented  as  being  present  in  worship- 
ping assemblies,  1  Cor.  xi.  10.  and  observing  the  actions  of 
men,  1  Tim.  v.  21.  that  they  shall  appear  as  evidences  against 
the  wicked.  And  it  may  be  farther  observed,  that  the  Judge 
himself  will  be  a  witness  against  the  criminals,  which  is  not 
usual  in  human  courts  of  judicature ;  though  it  does  not  savour 
of  the  least  injustice :  thus  it  is  said,  *  I  will  come  near  to  you 
'  to  judgment;  and  I  will  be  a  swift  witness  against  the  sor- 

*  cerers,  and  against  the  adulterers,  and  against  false  swearers, 
'  and  against  those  that  oppress  the  hireling  in  his  wages,  the 

*  widow  and  the  fatherless,  and  that  turn  aside  the  stranger 

*  from  his  right,  and  fear  not  me,  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts,'  Mai. 
iii.  5.  The  divine  Omniscience  will  put  the  charge  out  of  all 
manner  of  doubt ;  from  whence  there  can  be  no  appeal ;  since 
it  is  impossible  for  God,  either  to  be  deceived  himself,  or  to 
deceive  others. 

But  besides  this,  there  shall  also  be  the  testimony  of  con- 
science, whereby  persons  shall  stand  self-convicted;  their  '  own 
hearts  shall  condemn  them,'  as  well  as  '  God,  who  is  greater 
than  their  hearts,'  1  John  iii.  20.  Thus  it  is  said,  that  '  the  con- 

*  sciences  of  men  bear  witness,  and  their  thoughts,  in  the  mean 

*  while,  accuse  or  else  excuse  one  another,  in  the  day  when 

*  God  shall  judge  the  secrets  of  men  by  Jesus  Christ;'  and  ac- 
cordingly *-  every  mouth  shall  be  stopped,  and  all  the  world'  of 
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the  ungodly  '  become  guilty,'  Roni.  ii.  15,  16.  or  appear,  by 
their  own  confession,  to  be  so,  before  God^  chap.  iii.  19.  And  in 
order  hereunto,  there  shall  be  a  particular  dispensation  of  pro- 
vidence, Av  hereby  those  sins  which  have  been  long  since  for- 
gotten, shall  be  brought  to  remembrtince  :  this  seems  intimated 
in  our  Saviour's  words  in  the  parable;  '  Son,  remember  that 

*  thou  in  thy  life-time  receivedst  thy  good  things,'  £lfc;  Luke 
xvi.  25.  and  also  in  God's  setting  the  itiiquitiefi  of  sinners  in 
order  before  their  eyes^  Psal.  1.  21.  and  this  will  have  a  greater 
tendenc}'  to  support  the  charge,  than  ten  thousand  witnesses. 

As  to  the  things  that  shall  be  brought  into  judgment,  or  be 
charged,  and  proved  upon  them  ;  these  are  mentioned  in  a  very 
particular  manner,  as  it  is  said,  '  God  shall  bring  every  work 

*  into  judgment,  with  every  secret  thing,  w^hether  it  be  good,  or 

*  whether  it  be  evil,'  Eccl.  xii.  14.  And  elsewhere,  he  is  re- 
presented as  *  executing  judgment  upon  all,  and  convincing  all 

*  that  are  ungodly  of  all  their  ungodly  deeds,  which  they  have 
'•  ungodly  committed,  and  of  all  their  hard  speeches  which  un- 

*  godly  sinners  have  spoken  against  him,'  Jude,  ver.  15.  And 
our  Saviour  particularly  intimates,  Matt.  xxv.  42,  43.  that  their 
behaviour,  under  the  means  of  grace,  shall  be  enquired  into, 
and  what  they  have  done  agaixjst  him,  and  his  interest  in  the 
world,  alleged  against  them. 

But  now  we  are  speaking  concerning  those  matters  which 
shall  be  produced  in  judgment  against  the  wicked,  it  may  be 
enquired ;  whether  the  smallest  sins  committed  by  them,  shall 
be  brought  into  judgment  against  them  ?  This  seems  to  be  in- 
timated by  our  Saviour,  when  he  says,  that  '  every  idle  word 
*■  that  men  shall  speak,  they  shall  give  account  thereof  in  the 

*  day  of  judgment,'  chap.  xii.  36.  on  which  some  take  occasion 
to  complain  of  the  severity  of  the  divine  dispensations,  as 
though  it  was  intended  hereby,  that  persons  shall  be  condem- 
ned to  suffer  eternal  punishments  for  a  vain  thought :  but  to 
this  it  may  be  replied,  that  no  one  will  bring  this  as  an  objec- 
tion against  the  methods  of  the  divine  proceedings  in  the  great 
day,  who  duly  considers  the  infinite  evil  of  sin ;  or,  that  the 
least  sin  deserves  a  sentence  of  banishment  from  God,  as  it  is 
an  affront  to  his  sovereignty,  and  opposite  to  his  holiness.  How- 
ever let  it  be  considered  that  no  person  in  the  world  shall  have 
reason  to  complain  that  he  is  separated  from  God,  or  rendered 
etemidly  miserable,  only  for  a  vain  thought,  or  a  sin  of  infir- 
mity, as  though  he  had  been  guilty  of  nothing  else :  therefore, 
when  our  Saviour  says,  that  '  every  idle  word  shall  come  into 
judgment,'  the  meaning  is,  that  this  shall  tend  to  fill  up  the 
measure  of  their  iniquity ;  so  that  the  punishments  which  they 
shall  be  exposed  to,  shall  be  for  this,  in  conjunction  with  ail 
other  sins.   Every  sin  brings  guilt  with  it ;  and  all  sins  taken 

Vol.  III.        '  3  A 
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together,  smaller,  ;is  well  as  greater,  enhance  the  guilt :  there- 
fore, our  Saviour's  meaning  is  this,  that  every  sin  exposes  men 
to  a  degree  of  condemnation,  in  proportion  to  the  aggravation 
thereof;  though  they  which  are  ot  a  more  heinous  nature, 
bring  with  them  a  greater  degice  of  condemnation.  Thus  con- 
cerning the  charge  brought  against  the  wicked. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered  is,  the  trial  of  the  righteous, 
who  are  said  to  stand  before  Christ's  judgment-seat.  Here  it 
may  be  ol^served,  that  no  indictment  shall  be  brought  against 
them,  at  least,  with  the  judge's  approbation ;  for  they  have  been 
before  this  acquitted  and  discharged,  when  brought  into  a  jus- 
tified state ;  and  therefore,  as  the  consequence  hereof,  none,  as 
the  apostle  says,  shall  lay  any  thing  to  their  charge^  since  it 
is  God  that  jiistijieth^  Rom.  viii.  33.  If  any  thing  be  alleged 
against  them  by  the  enemies  of  God,  who  loaded  them  with 
reproach,  and  laid  many  things  to  their  charge  in  this  world, 
of  which  some  have  been  just,  and  others' unjust  and  mali- 
cious :  I  sav,  if  these  things  should  be  suffered  to  be  alleged 
against  them,  the  great  and  merciful  Judge  will  appear  as  aiv 
advocate  for,  and  vindicate  them  from  those  charges  which  are 
ungrounded ;  and  will  farther  allege,  as  a  foundation  of  their 
discharge  from  the  guilt  of  all  others,  that  he  has  made  a  full 
atonement  for  them  ;  upon  which  account,  when  they  are  sought 
for,  they  shall  not  be  found  in  judgment,  or  charged  upon  them 
to  their  shame,  confusion,  or  condemnation ;  but  they  shall  be 
pronounced  righteous,  as  interested  in  Christ's  righteousness ; 
and  this  shall  be  evinced  by  his  producing  those  graces  which 
are  inseparably  connected  with,  though  not  the  foundation  of 
their  justification,  that  so  the  method  of  the  divine  proceedings, 
in  this  respect,  may  be  vindicated,  and  it  may  appear,  that  as 
it  is  said,  without  holiness  no  one  shall  see  the  Lord;  so  these 
are  holy,  and  therefore  they  have  this  internal  quality,  whicli 
denotes  them  such  whom  God  designed  to  save  :  this  I  take  to 
be  the  meaning  of  that  expression  of  our  Saviour  to  the  righ- 
teous, when  he  pronounces  them  blessed,  and  invites  them  to 
come  and  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  them  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  world:  for  I  xvas  an  hungred  and  ye  gave  vie 
meat;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  gave  vie  drink^  &c.  Matt.  xxv.  34, 
55.  where  the  word  for  is  taken  demonstratively,  and,  not 
casually ;  and  denotes  that  they  were  such  who  might  expect 
to  be  admitted  to  this  honour  and  blessedness,  as  having  those 
marks  and  characters  of  his  children  upon, them,  to  which  the 
promise  of  salvation  was  annexed ;  not  as  though  any  thing 
done  by  them  was  the  cause  of  it.  From  hence  it  appears,  that 
the  graces  of  God's  people  sliall  be  published  before  angels 
and  men,  to  the  praise  of  the  glory  of  him  who  was  the  author 
of  them. 
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But  there  is  a  difficult  question  which  is  proposed  by  some, 
namely,  •whether  the  sins  of  God's  people  shall  be  published  in 
the  great  day  ;  though  it  is  certain  they  shall  not  be  alleged 
against  them  to  their  condemnation  ?  This  is  one  of  the  secret 
things  which  belong  to  God,  which  he  has  not  so  fully  or  clearly 
revealed  to  us  in  his  word  ;  and  therefore  we  can  say  little  more 
than  what  is  matter  of  conjecture  about  it.  Some  have  thought 
that  the  sins  of  the  godly,  though  forgiven,  shall  be  made  mani- 
fest, that  so  the  glory  of  that  grace  which  has  pardoned  tiiem, 
may  appear  more  illustrious,  and  their  obligation  to  God  for 
this,  farther  enhanced.  They  also  think  that  the  justice  of  the 
proceedings  of  that  day,  requires  it ;  since  it  is  presumed  and 
known  by  the  whole  world,  that  they  were  prone  to  sin,  as  well 
as  others;  and,  before  convei-sion,  as  great  sinners  as  any;  and 
after  it  their  sins  had  a  peculiar  aggravation :  thprefore,  why 
should  not  they  be  made  public,  as  a  glory  due  to  the  justice 
nnd  holiness  of  God,  and  being  infinitely  opposite  to  all  sin  ? 
And  this  they  farther  suppose  to  be  necessary,  that  so  the  im- 
partiality of  divine  justice  may  appear.  Moreover,  since  God 
by  recording  the  sins  of  his  saints  in  scripture,  has  perpetuated 
the  knowledge  thereof;  and  if  it  is  to  their  honour  that  the  sins 
there  mentioned  were  repented  of,  as  well  as  forgiven,  why 
may  it  not  be  supposed  that  thc'  sins  of  believers  shall  be  made 
known  in  the  great  day  ?  And  besides,  this  seems  agreeable  to 
those  expressions  of  every  Avord,  and  every  action,  as  being  to 
be  brought  into  judgment;  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it 
be  bad,  as  in  the  scripture  before-mentioned. 

But  it  is  supposed  by  others,  that  though  the  making  knowa 
of  sin  that  is  subdued  and  forgiven,  tends  to  the  advancement 
of  divine  grace  ;  yet  it  is  sufficient  to  answer  this  end,  as  far  as 
God  designs  it  shall  be  answered,  that  the  sins  which  have  been 
subdued  and  forgiven,  should  be  known  to  themselves,  and  this 
forgiveness  afford  matter  of  praise  to  God.  Again,  tlie  expres- 
sions of  scripture,  whereby  forgiveness  of  sin  is  set  forth,  are 
such  as  seem  to  argue,  that  those  sins  which  were  forgiven, 
shall  not  be  made  manifest ;  thus  they  are  said  to  be  blotted 
out,  Isa.  xliii.  25.  covered,  Psal.  xxxii.  1.  subdued^  and  cast  into 
thc  depths  of  the  sea^  Micah  vii.  19.  and  remembered  no  more-^ 
&c.  Jer.  xxxi.  34.  Besides,  Christ's  being  a  Judge,  doth  not 
divest  him  of  the  character  of  an  advocate.^  whose  part  is  ra- 
ther to  conceal  the  crimes  of  those  whose  cause  he  pleads,  than 
to  divulge  them.  And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  the  law  which 
requires  dut)',  and  forbids  the  contrary  sins,  is  not  the  rule  by 
which  they  who  are  in  Christ,  are  to  be  proceeded  against; 
for  then  they  could  not  stand  in  judgment ;  but  they  are  dealt 
with  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  gospel,  which  forgives  and 
cavers  all  sin.  And  furthermore  it  is  argued,  that  the  public 
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declaring  of  all  their  sins  before  the  whole  world,  notwith- 
standing their  interest  in  forgiving  grace,  would  fill  them  with 
such  shame,  as  is  hardly  consistent  with  a  state  of  perfect 
blessedness.  And  lastly,  the  principal  argument  insisted  on,  is, 
that  our  Saviour  in  Matt.  xxv.  in  which  he  gives  a  particular 
account  of  the  proceedings  of  that  day,  makes  no  mention  ot 
the  sins,  but  only  commends  the  graces  of  his  saints.  Such-like 
arguments  as  these  are  alleged  to  prove  that  it  is  probable  the 
sins  of  the  saints  shall  not  be  exposed  to  public  view,  in  the 
{Teat  day.  But  after  all  that  has  been  said,  it  is  safest  for  us 
not  to  be  too  peremptory  in  determining  this  matter,  lest,  by 
pretending  to  be  wise  beyond  what  is  clearly  revealed  in  scrip- 
ture, we  betray  our  own  folly,  and  too  bold  presumption,  or 
assert  that  which  is  not  right  of  this  glorious  Judge.  Thus  con- 
cerning the  method  in  which  Christ  shall  proceed  in  judging 
the  world.  We  are  now  led  to  consider, 

V.  Some  circumstances  relating  to  the  place  where,  and  the 
time  when,  this  great  and  awful  work  shall  be  performed,  at 
least,  so  far  as  it  is  convenient  for  us  to  enquire  into  this  mat- 
ter, without  giving  too  much  scope  to  a  vain  curiosity,  or  de- 
sire to  be  wise  above  what  is  written.    And, 

1.  As  to  the  place  ;  it  does  not  seem  probable  that  it  shall 
be  upon  the  surface  of  the  e^rth ;  because  we  read,  that  they 
7vhich  are  found  alive  at  Christ's  coming,  shad  be  caught  up  to- 
g-ether xvith  them,  that  is,  the  others  who  are  raised  from  the 
dead,  in  the  clouds,  to  7neet  the  Lord  in  the  air  ;  which  imme- 
diately follows  after  the  account  which  the  apostle  gives  of  the 
Lord's  descending  from  heaven  with  a  shout,  xvith  the  voice  of 
the  arch-angel,  and  zviih  the  trump  of  God,  1  Thes.  iv.  16,  i?. 
which  is  the  signal  to  be  given  of  the  immediate  appearance  of 
the  Judge  :  therefore,  their  being  caught  up  in  the  clouds,  de- 
notes that  Christ  shall  judge  the  world,  in  some  place  above 
this  earth;  otherwise  they  must  be  supposed  to  be  caught  up 
thither,  and  afterwards  obliged  to  descend  from  thence,  to  the 
place  from  whence  they  were  taken,  to  be  judged  ;  which  does 
not  seem  probable.  This  is  all  that  we  dare  assert,  concerning 
the  place  where  this  great  and  solemn  transaction  shall  be  per- 
formed. 

And  I  the  rather  observe  this,  because  some  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  yalley  of  Jehoshaphat  is  designed  to  be  the  place,  from 
the  application  of  that  prediction  mentioned  in  the  prophet  Joel, 
in  chap.  iii.  2.  /  tvill  gather  all  nations,  and  ■will  bring  them 
down  into  the  valley  of  fehoshaphat,  and  will  plead  with  them 
there  for  my  people :  *  but  that  seems  to  be  a  prophesy  of  some 

•  Of  this  opinion  loevc  some  (imoiig  the  Papists,  and  parti  ciihivly  Cornelius  a  La- 
pide,  Vid-  ejusd.  comminit  in  Loc.  who  describes  it  as  a  place  situate  at  the  foot  of  the 
inount  of  Otives,  in  ur  near  the  place  v.here  our  Haviour  ivas  in  his  a^ony  betrayed 


F  THE  FINAL  JUDGMENl.  $7S 

signal  victory  which  the  church  should  gain  over  its  enemies; 
M'hich  shall  have  its  accomplishment  before  Christ  come  to 
judgment,  and  be  no  less  remarkable  than  that  which  God 
gave  Jehoshaphat  over  the  Moabites,  Ammonites,  and  the  in- 
habitants of  mount  Seir,  mentioned  in  2  Chron.  xx.  upon  which 
occasion-ithe  place  where  it  was  obtrtined,  was  called  the  vallcij 
of  Berachah^  v/hich  signifies  blessing  :  and  the  prophet  does  not 
•seem  by  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat^  to  point  out  any  particular 
place  known  b)'  that  name ;  but  racher  to  allude  to  the  signi- 
fication of  the  word,  as  importing  the  judgment  of  the  Lord  : 
so  that  nothing  else  is  intended  by  it  but  that  God  shall,  in  the 
latter  day,  probably  when  those  scriptures  shall  have  had  their 
accomplishment,  which  relate  to  the  conversion  of  the  Jews,  exe- 
cute some  remarkable  judgment  against  the  heathen,  amongst 
whom  they  were  scattered.  Therefore  it  cannot,  with  the  least 
shadow  of  justice,  be  argued  from  hence,  that  this  is  the  place 
where  all  nations  of  the  earth  shall  be  gathered  to  judgment. 
Besides,  some  have  observed,  that  how  great  soever  this  valley 
may  be,  it  is  not  large  enough  to  hold  the  vast  multitudes  that 
shall  be  convened  on  this  occasion. 

As  to  what  concerns  the  time  when  Christ  shall  judge  the 
world;  this  is  called,  in  scripture,  a  day^  Acts  xvii.  31.  not  to 
signify  that  the  whole  work  shall  be  performed  in  that  space 
of  time,  which  we  generally  call  a  day  ;  for  that  can  hardly  be 
sufficient  for  the  performing  the  many  things  that  are  to  be 
done  in  it.  Some  have  thought  that  the  whole  process  shall 
take  up  no  less  than  a  thousand  years ;  and  suppose,  that  the 
apostle  Peter  intimates  as  much,  v/hen  speaking  concerning  the 
day  of  judgment,  he  says,  One  day  is  with  the  Lord  as  a  thou- 
sand years,  atid  a  thousand  years  as  one  day,  2  Pet.  ill.  8.  Thus 
the  excellent  Mr.  Mede  understands  that  scripture  :  f  but  since 

and  delivered  by  Judas,  into  the  hands  of  his  enetnies.  Therefore  this  -zciV  be,  accord- 
ing to  him,  the  fittest  place  for  him  to  execute  judgment  vpon  them,  and  to  appear  in 
this  triumphant  and  glorious  manner,  in  order  theraunto.  And  this  is  vieiUioned  b^ 
many  Jewish  turiters,  -.cha  maintained  it.  Thus  the  anchor  of  the  C/uildse  J^ara- 
phrase  on  Canticles  \i\\.  5.  speaks  to  this  purpose,  that  the  dead  shall  bt  raised,  and 
(he  mountain  of  Olives  shall  be  cleft,  and  all  the  dead  of  Israel  shall  come  out  from 
thence ;  and  that  the  just,  -who  died  in  the  captivity,  and  consequently  v.'cre  not  bi'- 
ried  in  or  near  that  place,  shall  come  through  the  caverns  oj  the  earth,  that  they  may 
here  arise  to  Judgment.  And  several  Jiabhinical  rjriifrs  give  into  this  chimerii. 
which  is  also  mentioned  in  both  the  7'aJuwds.  And  many  of  the  rwdsrn  Jexvs,  as  is 
observed  by  some  late  travelhrs  into  the  holy  land,  are  sv  fond  of  burying  thfir  dead 
in  or  near  t/iis  place,  that  they  might  not  have  far  to  come  under  tlie  earth,  tuhcn  theif 
rise  from  the  dead,  and  must  appear  here  at  the  day  of  judgrutnt,  that  they  pay  a 
certain  sum  of  money  for  the  privilege  of  bwying  their  dead  therein.  See  Hody  on 
the  resurrection,  Page  70,  71. 

f  See  his  uorks,  Lib.  in.  Comment,  apocul.  page  662.  and  his  remains,  chap,  xi 
page  748.  in  -which  he  is  follovied  by  some  others,  and  the  learned  Gale,  in  his  cour: 
of  the  Gentiles,  Part  I.  Book  iii.  chap.  vii.  Page  78  speaks  of  soir.e.  Jevjish  writerg 
as  maintaining,  that  the  vforld  shall  continue  60{K)  years  ;  and  from  thence  to  th' 
TOOOih  shall  be  th^  day  ofjud^mcnl.   And  he  aho  nnvtiuii:  this  as  an  opinion  rvhah 
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this  is  not  more  clearly  explained  by  other  scriptures,  speak^- 
ing  to  the  stxme  purpose,  I  dare  not  be  too  peremptory  in  giv- 
ing into  this  opinion  ;  but  would  rather  conclude,  that  the  time 
of  the  continuance  thereof,  is  called  a  day,  as  denoting  a  sea- 
son appointed  for  the  dispatch  of  a  work,  whether  it  be  longer 
or-shorter.  Thus  Christ  calls  that  season,  in  which  the  gospel 
was  preached  to  the  Jews,  their  day,  Luke  xix.  42.  And  there- 
fore it  is  the  safest  way  for  us  to  acknowledge  this  to  be  a  se- 
cret which  belojigs  not  to  us  to  enquire  into. 

As  to  the  time  when  Christ  shall  come  to  judgment,  or  when 
this  glorious  da)^  shall  begin,  that  is  also  considered,  not  only 
as  a  matter  kept  secret  from  us,  but  from  all  creatures  :  thus 
our  Saviour,  speaking  concerning  it,  says,  '  Of  that  day  and 
*  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no,  not  the  angels  of  heaven,  but  my 
'  Father  only,'  Matt.  xxiv.  36.  This  is  particularly  intimated 
in  the  answer  we  are  explaining ;  and  the  reason  assigned  why 
It  is  kept  secret  from  us,  viz.  that  all  may  watch  and  pray,  and 
be  ready  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord ;  which  is  certainly  a  mat- 
ter of  the  highest  importance ;  and  it  is  evident,  that  if  God 
had  either  revealed  the  time  of  Christ's  coming  to  judgment, 
or  let  men  know  how  long  they  should  continue  in  this  world, 
before  that  judgment,  which  is  past  on  all  at  death,  it  might 
have  given  occasion  to  the  corruption  of  our  nature,  to  have 
put  off  all  thoughts  about  it,  till  it  was  at  hand :  therefore  our 
Saviour,  in  v/isdom,  as  well  as  kindness  to  his  people,  has  re- 
presented his  coming  under  the  similitude  of  a  thief  in  the 
night,  2  Thes.  v.  2.  and  accordingly  says,  Therefore  he  ye  also 
read^  ;  for  in  such  an  hour  as  ije  think  not  the  Son  of  man  Com- 
eth, Matt.  xxiv.  44.  Thus  concerning  the  day  of  judgment.  As 
to  what  respects  the  consequence  hereof,  and  the  sentence  which 
shall  be  pronounced  on  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  that  is 
the  subject-matter  of  the  two  following  answers. 

All  that  I  shall  add  at  present  is,  some  practical  inference^; 
from  this  doctrine  of  Christ's  coming  to  judgment. 

(1.)  What  has  been  observed  concerning  Christ^s  coming  to 
iudge  the  world  in  his  own  glory,  and  that  of  his  Father,  and 
of  his  holy  angels,  should  fill  us  with  high  and  honourable 
thoughts  of  him  ;  and  since  the  angels  reckon  it  an  honour  to 
attend  him  as  ministering  spirits  in  that  great  day,  this  should 
excite  in  us  an  holy  ambition  to  approve  ourselves  his  servant'^ 
)  f>  all  things,  and  to  account  it  our  honour  that  he  will  esteem 
r^s  such. 

(2.)  Since  Christ  at  his  coming  to  judgment,  will  bring  all 
tiiingii  to  light,  and  impartially  state  and  try  the  cause  of  every 
one,  who  shall  be   rewarded  according  to  their  works  ;  this 

J*lnlo  had  received  by  ccnrnrnv^  with  soirtK  of  them;  and  coiichides,  that  this  is  ttt» 
i^teul  I'lutomck »/?»'',  -vikich  ia  menticiisd  by  Uim  aiid  his  foLloivei'i^ 
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should  silence,  and  fence  against,  all  unbelieving  thoughts, 
which  may  arise  in  the  minds  of  men,  concerning  the  seem- 
ingly unequal  dibtributions  of  providence,  in  God's  dealing 
with  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  as  to  what  respects  the  out- 
ward affairb  of  life,  and  make  us  easy,  though  we  know  not 
his  design  in  the  various  afflictive  providences  wherewith  we 
are  exercised ;  since  we  arc  not  to  expect  those  blessings  here, 
which  he  has  reserved  for  his  people,  at  Christ's  appearing  to 
judgment;  which,  if  he  is  pleased  to  bestow  upon  us  hereafter, 
we  shall  then  have  the  highest  reason  to  admire  his  wisdom, 
goodness,  and  faithfulness,  in  the  whole  method  of  his  provi- 
dential dealings  with  us. 

(3.)  This  doctrine  tends  to  reprove  the  atheism  and  profane- 
ness  of  those,  who  make  a  jest  of,  or  scoff,  at  the  day  of  judg- 
ment ;  like  those  the  aposde  Peter  mentions,  whom  he  call?. 
scojfers^  walkvig  after  tht'ir  oxvn  luats^  and  sayings  Where  is 
the  profnise  of  his  co7ni7ig  ?  for  since  the  fathers  fell  asleep^  all 
thirigs  continue  as  they  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  creation^ 
2  Pet.  iii.  3,  4.  It  also  reproves  those  who  abuse  the  day  of 
God's  patience  ;  and  because  his  coming  to  judgment  is  delay- 
ed, take  occasion  to  commit  the  vilest  crimes.  Thus  our  Sa- 
viour speaks  of  some  as  doing,  and  intimates  that  he  will  come 
in  a  day  when  they  look  not  for  him,  and  shall  cut  them  asunder  y 
and  appoint  them  their  portion  zuith  hypocrites,  Matt,  xx'v- 
4-8 — 51. 

(4.)  This  doctrine  should  stir  us  up  to  universal  holiness, 
and  the  greatest  circumspection  and  diligence  in  the  service  of 
God;  as  the  apostle  says,  when  speaking  concerning  Christ's 
coming  to  judgment,  with  those  displays  of  terrible  majesty 
that  shall  attend  it,  what  tnanner  of  persons  ought  we  to  be,  in 
all  holy  conversation  and  godliness,  looking  for,  and  hasting  un- 
to the  ccmij7g  of  the  day  of  God,  2  Pet.  iii.  11,  12. 

(5.)  Since  we  expect  that  Christ  will  judge  the  world  at  the 
last  day,  it  behoves  us  to  be  often  judging  and  trying  ourselves, 
examining  how  matters  stand  between  God  and  us ;  and  whether 
Y/e  behave  ourselves  in  such  a  way  as  that  we  may  be  meet  for 
Christ's  coming,  and  have  boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment;  as 
the  apostle  says.  If  ice  would  judge  ourselves,  zoe  should  not  be 
judged,  1  Cor.  xi.  31.  that  is,  with  the  judgment  of  condem- 
nation. 

(6.)  It  is  an  inexpressible  advantage  when  we  can  conclude, 
upon  good  grounds,  that  this  great  Judge  is  our  Friend,  our 
Saviour,  our  Advocate,  and  that,  living  and  dying,  we  shall  be 
found  in  him ;  for  then,  though  he  come  in  such  a  v.ay  as  will 
strike  the  utmost  terror  and  confusion  into  his  enemies,  we 
shall  bt  fcfund  of  hira  in  peace ;  and  the  consequence  of  this 
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day's  solemnity  shall  be  our  admission  into  his  immediate  pre- 
sence, and  being  lor  ever  blessed  therein. 


QunsT.  LXXXIX.  JVhat  shall  be  done  to  th.e  wicked  at  the 
day  of  judgment  ? 

Answ.  At  the  day  of  judgment  the  wicked  shall  be  set  on 
Christ's  left  hand ;  and  upon  clear  evidence,  and  full  convic- 
tion of  their  own  consciences,  shall  have  the  fearful,  but  just 
sentence  of  condemnation  pronounced  against  them  ;  and 
thereupon  shall  be  cast  out  from  the  favourable  presence  of 
God,  and  the  glorious  fellowship  with  Christ,  his  saints,  and 
all  his  holy  angels,  into  hell,  to  be  punished  with  unspeaka- 
ble torments  both  of  bod}-  and  soul,  with  the  devil  and  his 
angels  for  ever. 

HAVING,  under  the  last  answer,  taken  a  view  of  Christ, 
as  coming  to  judgment;  and  the  whole  world  as  seated 
at  his  tribunal,  the  wicked  on  his  left  hand,  and  the  righteous 
on  his  right;  the  books  opened,  the  cause  tried,  and  the  evi- 
dence produced  ;  we  are  now  to  consider  the  sentence  that  will 
be  past  on  each  of  them,  together  with  the  consequences  there- 
of: and  particularly  we  have  an  account  in  this  answer,  of  a 
sentence  of  condemnation,  pronounced  against  the  wicked,  and 
the  punishment  inflicted  on  them,  pursuant  thereunto ;  which 
our  Saviour  expresses  in  words  full  of  dread  and  horror ;  Then 
shall  he  say  unto  them  on  the  left  hand^  Depart  from  me  ye  cur- 
sed into  everlasting  fre^  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels  ; 
and  these  shall  go  aivay  into  everlasting  punishment^  Matt.  xxv. 
41,  45.  This  includes  in  it  an  eternal  banishment  and  separa-: 
tion  from  him,  in  whose  favour  there  is  life.  As  sin  is  the  ob- 
ject of  his  detestation,  it  being  contrary  to  the  holiness  of  his 
nature,  they  who  are  found  in  open  rebellion  against  him,  shall 
not  stand  in  his  sight,  Psal.  v.  5.  As  they  did  not  desire  his ' 
special  and  gracious  presence,  which  his  saints  always  reckoned 
their  chief  joy,  in  this  world;  they  shall  be  deprived  of  it  in 
the  next.  And  when  they  are  commanded  to  depart  from  him, 
they  are  described  as  cursed,  that  is,  bound  over  to  suffer  all 
those  punishments  which  the  vindictive  justice  of  God  will  in- 
flict, that  are  contained  in  those  threatenings  which  are  de- 
nounced by  his  law  that  they  have  violated,  and  sent  down  into 
hell,  to  be  pvmished  with  unspeakabe  torments,  both  in  body 
and  soul,  with  the  devil  and  his  angels,  for  ever.  Accordingly 
there  are  three  things  to  be  considered,  relating  to  the  punish- 
ment of  sinners  in  another  world,  namely,  the  kind  thereof,  it.s 
degree,  and  eternal  duration. 
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I.  As  to  the  kind  of  punishment ;  that  is  generally  consider- 
ed in  two  respects,  namely,  the  punishment  of  loss  and  sense. 

1.  Concerning  the  punishment  of  loss.  This  contains  in  it  a 
separation  from  God,  the  fountain  of  blessedness  ;  a  being  des- 
titute of  every  thing  that  might  administer  comfort  to  them ; 
and,  as  the  consequence  hereof,  they  are  deprived  not  only  of 
fellowship  with  Christ,  but  with  his  saints.  Not  that  they  were 
ever  the  objects  of  their  love  or  delight,  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
their  conversation  was  distasteful  and  burdensome  ;  especially 
when  it  was  in  itself  most  savoury  and  spiritual :  nevertheless, 
it  is  reckoned  to  be  one  ingredient  in  their  misery,  as  our  Sa- 
viour expresses  it,  when  he  speaks  of  the  ivorkers  of  iniqidtzj, 
as  first  commanded  to  depart  frcnn  him,  Luke  xiii.  27,  28.  and 
then  tells  them,  I'e  shall  see  Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  "Jacob, 
and  all  the  prophets  in  the  kingdo7n  of  God,  a?id  you  yourselves 
thrust  out :  where  the  happiness  of  others  is  considered  as  what 
will  raise  their  envy,  and  prove  a  torment  to  them. 

2.  There  is  the  punishment  of  sense  :  this  is  set  forth  hv 
those  unspeakable  torments  to  be  endured  both  in  soul  and 
body;  and  because  no  pain  is  so  exquisite  as  that  which  is  oc*- 
t'.asioned  by  fire,  it  is  therefore  called  imquenchable  and  ever^ 
iastingfre.  Matt.  iii.  12.  chap.  xxv.  41.  As  for  that  enquiry 
v/hich  some  make,  whether  the  fire  be  elementary  or  material, 
like  that  which  is  in  this  world,  it  savours  more  of  curiosity 
than  what  tends  to  real  advantage ;  and  since  it  is  called  a 
fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angels,  some  have  a  little 
hesitated  about  this  matter,  as  concluding  it  impossible  for  ma- 
terial fire  to  affect  spirits ;  but  I  am  not  desirous  to  enter  too 
far  into  this  disquisition.  It  is,  indeed,  a  hard  matter  for  us  to 
determine  whether,  or  how  far  a  spirit  is  capable  of  the  punish- 
ment of  sense,  any  otherwise  than,  as,  by  reason  of  its  union 
with  the  body,  it  has  an  afflictive  sensation  of  the  evils  which 
that  immediately  endures ;  and  therefore,  some  have  thought, 
that  when  we  read  of  the  fire  of  hell,  it  is  to  be  taken  in  a  me- 
taphorical sense,  to  denote  those  punishments  which  are  most 
exquisite,  and  have  a  tendency  to  torment  both  soul  and  body 
in  different  respects.  The  soul  is  to  be  tormented  as  the  wrath 
of  God  has  an  immediate  access  to  it,  to  make  it  miserable  : 
and  though  this  cannot  be  styled  the  punishment  of  sense  in 
the  same  respect  as  that  is  of  which  the  body  is  the  more  im- 
mediate subject;  yet  if  we  take  the  word  sense,  as  importing 
an  intellectual  perception  of  those  miseries  that  it  undergoes, 
whereby  it  is  made  uneasy,  and  in  a  moral  sense,  subject  to 
pain,  as  we  sometimes  speak  of  the  pain  of  the  mind,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  body,  then  it  may  be  said  to  endure  the  punish- 
ment of  sense,  though  it  be  in  a  spiritual  substance. 

VoT..  IJT.  3  B 
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There  are  various  ways  by  which  the  wrath  of  God  may 
have  access  to  the  soul,  to  make  it  miserable  ;  and  this  punish- 
ment  is  sometimes  compared  to  fire,  as  it  is  beyond  expression 
dreadful;  and  accordingly  God,  when  inflicting  it,  is  styled,^ 
consumi?2g-Jire,  Hah.  xii-  29.  and  his  jealousy  is  said  elsewhere 
to  bum  likejire^  Psal.  Ixxix.  5.  Therefore,  some  have  descri- 
bed the  punishment  of  sin  in  hell,  as  including  in  it  the  insup- 
portable weight  of  the  Avrath  of  God  lying  on  the  consciences 
of  men,  and  sinking  them  into  perdition;  whereby  it  appears  to 
be  a  fearful  thing-  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God^  Heb. 
X.  31.  A  judicious  divine  considers  this  as  the  effect  of  God's 
immediate  presence,  as  a  sin-revenging  Judge ;  and  therefore 
understands  that  text,  in  which  it  is  said,  They  shall  be  punished 
rvith  everlasting  destruction^  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord^  2 
Thes.  i.  9.  not  as  denoting  an  exclusion  from  his  comforting 
presence^  which  is  an  undoubted  truth,  and  the  more  generally 
received  sense  thereof;  but  he  speaks  of  the  presence  of  God, 
as  well  as  his  power,  as  the  immediate  cause  of  their  destruc- 
tion ;  in  like  manner  as  when  the  Psalmist  joins  both  these 
ideas  together,  when  he  says,  JVho  knoxveth  the  power  of  thine 
anger ^  Psal.  xc.  11.  and  it  seems  most  agreeable  to  the  gram- 
matical construction  of  the  words.*  This  is  that  punishment 
which  is  more  immediately  adapted  to  the  soul. 

As  for  the  punishment  of  sense,  which  the  body  shall  endure, 
whether  it  be  compared  unto  fire,  as  containing  in  it  some  ef- 
fects, not  unlike  to  those  produced  by  fire ;  or,  whether  it  only 
signifies  that  die  punishm.ent  shall  be  most  exquisite,  as  no  pain 
is  so  terrible  as  that  which  is  the  effect  of  fire,  I  will  not  pre- 
tend to  determine.  There  are^  indeed,  other  expressions  by 
which  it  is  set  forth  in  scripture,  as  well  as  fire,  'oiz.  cutting 
asunder^  Matt.  xxiv.  51.  tearing  in  pieces^  Psal.  1.  22.  droiuning 
men  in  destruction  and  perdition^  1  Tim.  vi.  9.  a  being  bound 
hand  and  foot  ^  and  cast  into  outer  darkness.  Matt.  xxii.  13.  or, 
into  a  furnace  of  fre,  chap.  xiii.  42.  or,  a  lake  of  fre  burning 
"with  brifnsto7ie,  Kev.  xix.  20.  some  of  which  are,  doubtless, 
metaphorical  expressions,  by  which  the  punishment  of  sin  is 
set  forth ;  but  whether  they  are  all  so  we  must  not  be  loo  posi- 
tive in  determining :  however,  some  suppose  they  are,  because 
the  glory  of  heaven  is  described  by  the  metaphors  of  streets  of 
gold,  gates  of  pearl.  Rev.  xxi.  21.  rivers  of  pleasure,  &c.  Psal. 

*  See  this  largely  insisted  on  by  Dr.  Goodviin,  in  his  ivorks.  Vol.  III.  Book  xiii 
Hii  critical  remarks  in  chap.  ii.  seem  very  just,  viz.  that  nvo  is  causal  here,  as  tvei' 
as  in  mcaiy  other  scriptures  ichich  lie  refers  to  :  and  his  strongest  argiiment  to  prov 
that  it  is  to  be  taken  so  in  this  verse,  is,  because,  as  he  observes,  avo  must  be  applied 
to  the  glory  of  his  power,  as  well  as  to  his  presence ;  so  that  if  it  denotes  a  separa 
tion  from  the  one,  it  must  aha  denote  a  separation  fro?n  the  other ;  -mhereas  vo  on. 
supposes  thai  this  pzmishment  consists  in  a  separation  fvorr.  the  tovcr  of  did.  '•:•'> 
that  it  is  to  be  considered  as  the  efect  thereof. 
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.\xxvi,  8.  and  the  wrath  of  God  is  metaphorically  described, 
when  he  is  called  a  consuming  firc^  Heb.  xii.  29.  Thcrefore,- 
as  the  glory  of  heaven  is  represented  by  metaphors,  denoting 
ihat  it  is  inconceivably  great;  so,  if  wc  suppose  that  the  punish- 
ment of  sin  in  hell,  is  set  forth  by  metaphorical  ways  of  speak- 
ing, we  cannot  from  hence,  in  all  respects,  take  an  estimate  of 
the  quality  thereof;  nevertheless  we  must  conclude  in  general 
from  such-like  expressions,  by  which  it  is  represented,  that  it 
.8  inexpressibly  terrible,  such  as  respects  both  soul  and  body, 
which  .o  called,  as  has  been  observed  in  different  respects,  the 
punishment  of  sense.  Which  leads  us, 

II.  To  consider  this  punishment,  as  to  the  degree  thereof, 
which  is  generally  described  as  being  various,  in  proportion  to 
the  aggravations  of  sin  committed ;  accordingly  they  who  have 
sinned  under  the  gospel-dispensation,  are  considered  as  exposed 
to  a  greater  degree  of  punishment  than  others  who  have  not 
had  those  advantages.  Thus  the  apostle  says,  Of  how  much 
■sorer  punislwient  shall  he  be  thought  xvortlnj^  xvho  hath  trodden 
under  foct  the  Son  ofGod^  chap.  x.  29.  And  our  Saviour  speak- 
ing concerning  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  who  were  notorious 
hypocrites,  whose  religion  %vas  no  more  than  a  pretence,  and 
made  subservient  to  the  vilest  practices,  tells  them,  that  theij 
shoidd  receive  the  greater  damnation^  Matt,  xxiii.  14.  that  is,  a 
greater  degree  of  punishment,  as  they  had  contracted  greater 
guilt  than  others  :  and  the  apostle  speaks  of  some  who  had  had 
great  advantages  through  the  riches  of  God'' s  goodness  and  for" 
bearance  tov/ards  them,  but  yet  were  impenitent^  and  hardened 
in  sin ;  these,  says  he,  treasure  up  unto  themselves  rurath  against 
the  day  of  xvrath^  Rom.  ii.  5.  that  is,  add  greater  degrees  to 
the  punishment  which  they  shall  endure  in  another  world. 

III.  We  are  to  consider  the  punishment,  v^'hich  sinners  are 
liable  to  in  the  world  to  come,  as  to  its  duration,  in  which  re- 
spect, it  shall  be  without  intermission,  and  eternal.  That  there 
shall  be  no  relaxation  of  punishment,  may  be  proved  from  what 
our  Saviour  says  in  the  parable ;  in  which  the  rich  many  who 
was  tormented  in  flames,  could  not  obtain  one  drop  ofxvater  to 
cool  his  tongue^  Luke  xvi.  26.  Thus  we  read  of  those  who  are 
said  to  drink  of  the  xmne  of  the  xvrath  of  God^  which  is  poured 
out  xvithout  mixture^  into  the  cup  of  his  indignation;  and  that 
the  smoke  of  their  torment  ascendeth  for  ever  and  ever  ;  and  that 
they  have  no  rest  day  nor  night.  Rev.  xiv.  10,  11.  And  our 
Saviour  speaks  of  the  two  main  ingredients  in  the  punishment 
of  sin ;  namely,  the  tormenting  sense  which  conscience  shall 
have  of  the  wrath  of  God  due  to  it ;  and  the  punishment  of 
sense,  which  is  compared  to  that  that  proceeds  from  fire,  and 
both  are  described  as  eternal ;  where  their  xvorm  dieth  ?iQt,  and 
the  fire  is  ??ot  q^uenchcd^  Mark  ix.  44,  46,  48,. 
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That  the  punishment  of  sin  in  another  world  will  be  eternal, 
may  be  argued  from  the  impossibility  of  their  obtaining  a  dis- 
charge from  the  sentence  of  condemnation,  under  which  they 
are,  unless  satisfaction  be  given  to  the  justice  of  God  for  sins 
committed  ;  but  this  cannot  be  given  by  the  person  that  suffers ; 
inasmuch  as  his  sufferings  are  due  to  him,  pursuant  to  the  sen- 
tence of  the  judge,  and  agreeable  to  the  demerit  of  sin  ;  which 
being,  as  it  is  usually  expressed  objectively  infmite,  because 
committed  against  an  infinite  God,  and  containing  a  contempt 
of  his  sovereignty  and  other  perfections  which  are  infinite  ; 
therefore  it  deserves  a  punishment  proportionable  thereto.  And 
since  the  sufferings  of  finite  creatures  are  no  other  tlian  finite, 
and  consequently  bear  no  proportion  to  the  demands  of  infinite 
justice,  they  must  be  infinite  in  duration,  that  is,  eternal.  It 
may  also  be  observed,  that  at  the  same  time  that  persons  are 
suffering  for  past  sins,  they  are  committing  others.  This  is  not 
like  God's  furnace,  which  is  in  Zion  ;  whereby  he  designs  not 
to  consume,  but  to  refine  and  purge  away  the  dross  and  the 
tin ;  for  it  cannot,  in  any  instance  be  said,  that  this  is  over- 
ruled for  good.  Therefore  the  habits  of  sin  are  increased  rather 
than  weakened  thereby ;  and  consequently  sinners  are  set  at  a 
larther  distance  from  God,  from  holiness  an'd  happiness ;  which, 
because  it  is  still  increasing,  their  punishment  must  be  eternal. 

And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  there  is  no  Mediator  appointed 
between  God  and  them ;  none  who  has  undertaken  to  pay  this 
debt  for  them,  and  procure  their  discharge,  as  the  apostle  says 
concerning  those  who  have  sinned  xvilfidly  after  they  had  re- 
'Ceived  the  knoxvlcdge  cf  the  truth ;  there  reryiaiiieth  no  more  sa- 
crifice for  s'ln^  Heb.  x.  26.  no  advocate  to  plead  their  cause ;  no 
ordinances  in  which  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  are  published, 
nor  any  golden  sceptre  of  mercy  held  forth  to  invite  them  to 
come  in,  or  give  thejn  hope  of  finding  acceptance  in  the  sight 
of  God ;  no  covenant  of  grace  that  contains  any  promise  that 
will  afford  relief;  and  no  inclination,  in  their  own  souls,  to  re- 
turn to  God  with  an  humble  sense  of  sin,  and  desire  to  forsake 
it,  and  from  hence  arises  everlasting  despair,  beyond  expres- 
sion tormenting,  which  the  apostle  calls  blackness  of  darkness 
for  ever,  Jude  ver.  13. 

This  is  a  very  awful  and  awakening  subject;  and  many  are 
as  little  desirous  to  hear  of  these  things,  as  the  people  were  to 
hear  of  the  account  which  the  prophet  Isaiah  gvave  them  of  ap- 
proaching judgments;  and  therefore  they  say.  Cause  the  holy 
One  of  Israel  to  cease  from  before  us,  Isa.  xxx.  11.  But  since 
there  is  such  a  passion  in  men  as  fear ;  and  this  is  oftentimes 
made  subservient  to  their  spiritual  advantage,  it  pleases  God, 
in  v.'isdom  and  mercy,  sometimes  to  reveal  those  things  in  his 
word,  which  have  a  teadency  to  aM'aken  our  fears,  and  to  sel; 
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Ljefore  us  death  as  well  as  life,  the  threatenings  as  well  as  the 
promises,  that  hercbj'  we  may  see  it  to  be  our  duty  and  interest 
to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come ;  and  to  use.  those  precautions 
prescribed  in  the  gospel,  which  may  have  a  tendency,  through 
divine  grace,  to  prevent  our  sinking  into  everlasting  perdition. 
They  who  cast  oft'  fear,  and  think  themselves  safe,  because  the 
rod  of  God  is  not  upon  them,  generally  cast  off  a  sense  of  du- 
ty, and  say  unto  God,  Depart  from  its  ;  for  we  dea'ire  not  the 
knoxvledge  of  thij  waijs.  Job  xxi.  9,  14.  Therefore  these  sub- 
jects are  to  be  insisted  on  as  warnings  to  induce  men  to  avoid 
the  rock  on  which  multitudes  have  split  and  perished;  not  to 
lead  them  'o  despair.  However,  there  is  great  need  of  pru- 
dence in  applying  every  truth  in  such  a  way  as  that  it  may  be 
of  advantage ;  which  renders  the  work  of  those  that  are  em- 
ployed in  preaching  the  gospel,  exceeding  difficult :  every  one 
must  have  those  doctrines  inculcated  and  applied  to  him,  that 
are  adapted  to  his  respective  condition,  as  well  as  founded  on 
the  word  of  God ;  and  therefore  we  may  observe, 

1.  That  such  subjects  as  these,  though  they  are  not  to  be  con- 
cealed, as  being  a  part  of  the  counsel  of  God,  and  a  means  or- 
dained by  him,  to  answer  some  valuable  end ;  yet  they  are  not 
only,  or  principally  to  be  insisted  on,  as  though  there  were  no 
passion  to  be  wrought  upon  but  fear.  It  is  the  stupid  person 
that  is  to  be  awakened  out  of  his  lethargy,  by  violent  methods  : 
the  man  that  says,  I  shall  have  peace,  though  I  walk  according 
to  the  corrupt  inclinations  of  my  own  heart;  the  danger  is  over; 
or  that  no  ill  consequences  will  attend  that  wilful  impenitency 
and  unbelief,  which  is  like  to  prove  destructive  to  him ;  or,  if 
a  person  is  willing  to  deceive  himself,  and  endeavours  to  ex- 
tenuate his  sin,  apprehending  the  consequences  thereof  not  to 
be  so  pernicious  as  they  really  are ;  or,  that  the  mercy  of  God 
will  save  him,  though  remaining  in  open  rebellion  against  him, 
as  though  there  were  no  arrows  in  his  qui\'er,  or  vials  of  wrath 
to  be  poured  forth  on  his  enemies.  Such  ought  to  be  dealt  with, 
by  representing  God  as  a  consuming  fire,  with  whom  is  terri- 
ble majesty  ;  and  they  must  be  told  of  the  punishment  of  sin  in 
this  and  another  world,  that  they  may  see  their  danger  before 
it  be  too  late  to  escape.  If  it  be  said,  that  the  terrors  of  God 
have  a  tendency  to  drive  perspns  to  despair.  To  this  it  may  be 
replied,  that  the  persons  we  are  speaking  of,  are  so  far  from 
despairing  of  the  mercy  of  God,  that  they  are  inclined  to  abuse 
it ;  and  that  which  is  like  to  be  their  ruin,  is  the  contrary  ex- 
treme, viz.  presumption ;  which  leads  them  to  turn  the  grace 
of  God  into  wantonness. 

2.  As  for  others,  who  are  humbled  under  a  sense  of  sin, 
whose  flesh  trembles  for  fear  of  God's  judgments,  there  is  not 
so  much  occasion  to  insist  on  these  awakening  subjects,  when 
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we  h.iva  to  do  with  them ;  for  this  would  be  like  adding  iuei 
*o  tiie  fire.  If  the  heart  be  broken  and  contrite,  and  is  apt  to 
meditate  little  else  but  terror;  then  buch  subjects  are  to  be  in- 
sisted on  as  are  encouraging.  Thus  when  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
iiad  been  reproving  the  people  for  their  abominations,  and 
threatening  many  sore  judgments  which  God  would  execute 
upon  them,  he  applies  healing  medicines ;  /6'  thci'e  no  bahn  in 
Gilcad?  Is  there  no  physician  there?  why  then  is  not  the  health 
cf  the  daughter  of  my  people  recovered P  Jer.  viii.  22.  And 
elsewhere  when  he  had  been  reprehending  them  for  their  ido- 
latry, and  putting  them  in  mind  of  those  judgments  they  had 
Exposed  themselves  to  ;  he  encourages  them  to  cry  unto  Gody 
miy  Father^  thou  art  the  guide  of  nuj  youth  :  Will  he  reserve  his 
anger  for  ever  ?  Will  he  keep  it  to  the  end?  Jer.  iii.  4,  5.  It  is 
God's  usual  method  in  dealing  with  sinners,  first  to  excite  their 
fear  by  charging  sin  on  the  conscience,  and  putting  them  irj 
mind  of  the  dreadful  consequences  thereof ;  in  which  respect, 
as  the  apostle  expresses,  The  law  enters  that  the  off'ence  might 
abound ;  and  then  he  shews  him,  that  the  soul  may  take  en- 
couragement, when  humbled  under  a  sense  of  its  own  guilty 
that  where  sin  has  abounded^  grace  did  much  more  abound^  Rom. 
V.  20.  The  gospel  is  designed  to  administer  comfort  to  those^ 
who  are  distressed  under  a  dread  of  the  wrath  of  God.  There- 
fore, there  are  promises  as  well  as  threatcnings ;  and  each  of 
these  are  to  be  applied  as  the  occasion  requires  it ;  so  that  the 
happiness  of  heaven  is  to  be  set  in  opposition  to  the  punishment 
of  sin  in  hell ;  and  accordingly  as  the  answer  we  have  been  ex- 
plaining, contains  a  very  awful  and  awakening  subject;  so,  in 
the  next,  we  are  led  to  consider  a  doctrine  which  is  full  of 
comfort  to  those  who  have  an  interest  in  Jesus  Christ. 


Quest.  XC.  What  shall  be  done  to  the  righteous  at  the  day  of 
judgment  P 

Answ.  At  the  day  of  judgment,  the  righteous  being  caught  up 
to  Christ  in  the  clouds,  shall  be  set  on  his  right  hand,  and 
there  openly  acknotvledged,  and  acquitted ;  shall  join  witii 
liim  in  the  judging  of  reprobate  angels  and  men,  and  shall  be 
received  into  heaven ;  where  they  shall  be  fully  and  for  ever 
ireed  from  all  sin  and  misery,  filled  with  unconceivable  joys, 
made  perfectly  holy  and  happy,  both  in  body  and  soul,  in 
the  company  of  innumerable  saints,  and  holy  angels,  but 
especially  in  the  immediate  vision  and  fruition  of  God  the 
Father,  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to 
a'l  eteriiity :  and  this  is  the  perfect  and  full  comrn'onion  which. 
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the  members  of  the  invisible  church  shall  enjoy  with  Christ 
in  glory  at  the  resurrection  and  day  of  judgment. 

WE  have,  in  this  answer,  an  account  of  the  great  honours 
and  privileges  that  the  saints  shall  be  advanced  to,  and 
partake  of,  as  the  consequence  of  that  sentence  that  Christ  will 
pass  on  them,  Come  ye  blessed  of  viy  Father^  inhej-it  the  king- 
dom prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  xvorld,  Matt. 
XXV.  34.  which  are  words  that  contain  a  gracious  invitation 
given  them  to  take  possession  of  that  gloiy  which  will  tend  to 
make  them  completely  and  for  ever  happy.  We  have  already 
considered  the  righteous  as  caught  up  to  Christ  in  the  clouds, 
which  is  either  done  by  the  ministry'  of  angels,  or  else  their 
bodies  will  be  so  changed,  that  they  shall  be  able  to  mount  up- 
v\'ard,  with  as  much  ease  as  they  are,  now  to  walk  upon  the 
surface  of  the  earth.  We  have  also  considered  them  as  set  at 
-Christ's  right-hand.  Whether  this  has  any  regard  to  the  place 
of  their  situation,  we  cannot  determine;  but,  according  to  the 
scripture  mode  of  speaking,  it  certainly  denotes  the  highest 
honours  conferred  upon  them  ;  which  will  be  not  only  spiritual 
but  external  and  visible ;  whereby  it  shall  appear  to  all,  that 
they  are  Christ's  peculiar  friends  and  favourites ;  and  this  will 
lend  to  raise  in  them  the  highest  astonishment,  that  they  should 
thus  be  dealt  with  by  so  glorious  a  person,  who  were  in  them- 
selves unworthy  of  his  notice ;  and  it  shall  aiford  matter  of 
oternal  praise.  What  is  farther  observed  concerning  them  in 
this  answer,  is  contained  in  the  following  heads. 

I.  They  shall  be  openly  acknowledged  and  acquitted. 

II.  They  shall  join  M^ith  Christ  in  the  judging  of  reprobate 
angels  and  men. 

III.  They  shall  be  received  into  heaven,  in  which  their  hap- 
piness is  farther  described ;  as  therein  they  shall  be  freed  from 
sin  and  misery,  filled  with  unspeakable  joy,  made  perfectly  holy 
and  happy,  both  in  body  and  soul,  and  admitted  into  the  com- 
pany of  saints  and  h.oly  angels,  and  have  the  immediate  vision 
and  fruition  of  God  to  all  eternity. 

I.  They  shall  be  openly  acknowledged  and  acquitted.  Our 
Lord  Jesus  v/as  not  ashamed  to  own  his  people,  when  he  con- 
descended to  take  their  natu/e  upon  him,  and  dwell  among 
ihem ;  or,  as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  He  is  not  ashamed  to  calJ 
ihem  brethren^  Heb.  ii,  11.  And  he  gives  them  many  tokens  of 
his  approbation,  by  those  spiritual  privileges  which  he  bestows 
on  them  here  :  but  at  last  he  shall  own  them  publicly,  in  the 
presence  of  the  v.- hole  world,  as  a  people  whom  he  has  chosen, 
redeemed,  sanctified,  and  brought  the  work  of  grace  in  them 
to  perfection.  He  overlooks  all  their  former  failures  and  dc 
fects,  and  looks  upon  them  as  adorned  with  perfect  bcautx-, 
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appcciring  without  spot  before  him,  and  liaving  now  nothing 
that  may  be  offensive  to  his  holy  eye,  or  denote  them  unmeet 
for  the  relation  which  they  stand  in  to  him,  and  the  blessings 
which  they  shall  enjoy  with  him. 

Moreover,  it  is  said  that  he  shall  openly  acquit  them,  i.  e. 
declare  publicly,  that  he  has  given  satisfaction  for  all  their  of- 
fences ;  and  therefore  they  are  for  ever  pronounced  clear  from 
the  guilt  thereof.  And,  as  it  was  before  observed,  it  is  not  im- 
probable, that  their  former  sins  shall  not  be  so  much  as  men- 
tioned, being  all  covered  ;  and  if  sought  for,  shall  not  be  found : 
but  it  is  certain,  that  if  they  shall  be  mentioned,  it  shall  nc«  be 
to  their  confusion  or  condemnation;  for  it  shall  be  declared, 
that  the  justice  of  God  has  nothing  to  lay  to  their  charge ;  and, 
as  the  consequence  thereof,  they  shall  be  delivered  from  that 
fear,  shame,  and  distress,  which  they  had  before  been  subject 
to,  through  the  afflicting  sense  of  the  guilt  and  prevalency  of 
sin :  however,  when  they  are  represented  as  thus  acquitted,  this 
does  not  suppose  that  their  sins  were  not  fully  pardoned  before, 
or  that  justification  in  this  life,  is  imperfect,  as  to  what  concerns 
their  right  to  forgiveness,  or  eternal  life.  The  debt  was  fully 
cancelled,  and  a  discharge  given  into  Christ's  hands,  in  tiie  be- 
half of  all  his  elect,  on  his  making  satisfaction  to  the  justice  ot 
God ;  but  this  was  not  their  visible  discharge  ;  and  not  being  a 
declared  act,  it  could  not  be  claimed  by,  nor  v/as  it  applied  to 
them  till  they  believed ;  and  then  they  might  say.  Who  shall 
lay  any  thing  to  our  charge  ?  it  is  God  that  justifieth*:  never- 
theless, their  justification,  as  it  is  declared  to,  and  apprehended 
by  faith,  could  not  be  said  to  be  in  all  respects,  so  apparent, 
nor  attended  with  those  comfortable  fruits  and  effects,  which 
are  the  consequence  hereof,  as  it  is  when  they  are  pronounced 
justified  by  Christ  at  death ;  and  even  then  the  discharge  is  not 
so  open  and  visible  to  the  whole  world,  as  it  shall  be  in  the  day 
of  judgment. 

II.  It  is  farther  said,  that  they  shall  join  with  Christ  in  judg- 
ing of  reprobate  angels  and  men  :  this  is  very  often  asserted  by 
those  who  treat  on  this  subject ;  and  it  seems  to  be  taken  from 
the  sense  which  is  commonly  given  of  the  apostle's  words  in 
1  Cor.  vi.  2,  3.  Knorv  yc  7iot  that  scinis  shall  judge  the  -world ; 
and,  know  ye  not  that  the  saints  shall  judge  angels  ?  However, 
we  must  take  heed,  if  we  apply  that  scripture  to  the  case  before 
us,  that  we  do  not  advance  any  thing  that  tends,  in  the  least,  to 
derogate  from  the  glory  of  Ciirist,  who  only  is  fit  for,  and  ap- 
pointed to  perform  this  great  work  :  therefore,  if  v/e  suppose 
that  the  apostle  is  here  speaking  concerning  the  judgment  of 
the  great  clay,  the  saints  are  said  to  judge  the  world  in  a  less 
proper  sense ;  but  whatever  be  the  sense  in  which  we  explain 
it,  we  must  not  think  that  they  shall  be  assessors  with  Christ  in 
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Ins  throne  of  judgment :  it  is  one  thing  for  them  to  be  near  his 
throne  in  the  capacity  and  station  of  favourites ;  and  another 
thing  for  them  to  be  in  it :  if  they  are  in  any  sense  said  to  judge 
the  world,  it  must  not  be  understood,  as  though  the  trying  of 
the  cause,  or  passing  the  sentence,  were  committed  to  them ; 
but  lather  of  their  approving  what  Christ  shall  do  :  this  they 
are  represented  as  doing,  when  Christ  is  set  forth  as  Judging' 
the  great  xvhore.,  Rev.  xix.  2,  namely,  the  anti-christian  powers  ; 
they  so  far  join  with  him  herein,  as  that  they  ascribe  glory  anci 
honour  to  him,  and  say.  Righteous  are  his  judgments. 

And  there  is  another  sense  in  which  some  understand  this 
scripture,  concerning  the  saints  judging  the  zvorld^  as  denoting 
that  the  public  mention  which  shall  be  made  of  the  graces  of 
the  saints,  their  faith,  repentance,  love  to  God,  and  universal 
holiness,  will  have  a  tendency  to  condemn  those  whose  conver- 
sation in  this  world  has  been  the  reverse  thereof.  Their  hav- 
ing forsaken  all,  and  followed  Christ,  and  accounted  all  things 
but  loss,  that  they  might  win  him.  The  choice  which  they 
have  made  of  suffering  rather  than  sinning,  v/hich  appears  to 
be  an  instance  of  the  highest  wisdom,  shall  condemn  the  wick- 
edness and  folly  of  thos^,  who  have  exposed  themselves  to  in- 
evitable ruin  and  misery,  by  being  otherwise-minded-  Thus 
Noah  is  said  to  have  condetnned  the  xuorld  by  his  faith^  Heb, 
xi.  7.  when,  in  obedience  to  the  divine  command,  he  prepared 
an  ark  to  the  saving  of  his  hottse^  which  the  world  then  thought 
to  be  the  most  preposterous  action  that  ever  was  performed, 
though  they  were  afterwards,  to  their  cost,  convinced  of  the 
contrarv.  And  the  men  of  Nineveh^  and  the  queen  of  the  Souths 
are  said  to  rise  up  in  the  judgment  xvith  that  generatio7i,  and 
condemn  it^  Matt.  xii.  41,  42.  (to  \yit,  objectively,  rather  than 
formally.)  as  their  respective  behaviour  tended  to  expose  the 
impenitency  and  unbelief  of  the  Jews,  whom  Christ  there  re- 
proves. If  the  saints  judging  the  world,  be  taken  in  either  of 
these  senses,  it  is  an  undoubted  truth  :  but  more  than  this  we 
dare  not  assert. 

Nevertheless,  we  may  take  occasion  to  enquire,  whether  that 
text,  on  which  this  doctrine  is  founded,  may  not  be  explained 
in  another  sense,  as  denoting  some  privilege  which  the  saints 
were  to  enjoy  in  this  world,  when  the  empire  should  become 
Christian  ;  and  accordingly,  magistrates  and  judges  should  be 
chosen  out  of  the  church,  in  which  respect  they  should  judge 
the  world.  This  seems,  to  me,  the  most  probable  sense  of  the 
apostle's  words,  as  an  excellent  and  learned  writer  understands 
them  * ;  and  it  is  very  agreeable  to  the  context,  in  which  they 
are  dissuaded,  in  ver.  1.  from  going  to  larv  before  the  unjust^ 
and  not  before  the  saints^  as  signifying  the  inexpediency  of  ex- 
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posing  those  controversies,  that  ought  to  be  compromised  in 
the  church,  before  Heathen-magistrates,  as  though  they  thought 
themselves  unht  to  judge  the  smallest  matters,  oi  which  he  here 
speaks,  not  of  capital  offences,  which  were  to  be  tried  only  by 
the  civil  magistrate ;  and  to  enforce  this  advice,  he  says,  Kiioiu 
ye  not  that  the  saints  shall  judge  the  xvorld. 

Obj.  1.  It  is  objected  to  this  sense  of  the  text ;  that,  at  the 
same  time  when  the  saints  are  said  to  judge  the  worlds  he-^ 
speaks  of  them  a.s  judging  angels  ;  which  comes  not  within  the 
province  of  civil  magistrates  ;  though  we  suppose  them  to  be 
Christians. 

Anszv.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  when  the  apostle 
speaks  of  the  saints  judgi7ig  angels  ;  this  is  brought  in  occa- 
sionally, the  former  sense  oi' judging  being  more  agreeable  to 
the  context.  But  since  he  is  insisting  on  an  honour  that  should 
be  conferred  on  the  church,  he  farther  enlarges  on  that  subject, 
and  so  speaks  of  their  Jw^i/z^  angels^  as  denoting  that  the  con- 
sequence and  success  of  the  gospel  would  be  an  evident  con- 
viction to  the  world,  that  the  Devil's  empire  was  weakened, 
that  he  had  no  right  to  reign  over  the  children  of  disobedience, 
as  he  before  had  done.  Thus  our  Saviour  speaks  of  Satan's 
kingdom  being  destroyed  by  the  preaching  and  success  of  the 
gospel,  when  he  says,  '  Now  is  the  judgment  of  this  world  ; 

*  now  shall  the  prince  of  this  world  be  cast  out,'  John  xii.  31. 
And  elsewhere  it  is  said,  '  Now  is  come  salvation  and  strength, 

*  and  the  kingdom  of  our  God,  and  the  power  of  his  Christ ; 

*  for  the  accuser  of  our  brethren  is  cast  down,'  Rev.  xii.  10. 
Moreover,  the  apostle  may  have  a  particular  reference  to  their 
power  of  casting  out  devils,  not  only  in  that,  but  in  some  fol- 
lowing ages,  as  our  Saviour,  promised  they  should  have,  be- 
fore he  left  the  world,  Mark  xvi.  1 T.  which  is  known  to  have 
continued  in  the  church  till  the  third  century  *. 

Obj.  2.  There  is  another  scripture  which  seems  to  favour 
this  opinion,  namely,  that  the  saints  shall  judge  the  world  hi 
the  last  day,  viz.  our  Saviour's  words,  in  Matt.  xix.  28.    '  Ye 

*  which  have  followed  me  in  the  regeneration,  when  the  Son  of 

*  man  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory,  ye  also  shall  sit  up- 

*  on  twelve  thrones,  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel ;'  and 
that  which  makes  this  sense  more  probable,  is  what  he  speaks" 
of  in  the  following  verse,  as  a  rew^ard  which  they,  who  had 

*  forsaken  all  for  his  name's  sake,'  should  enjoy,  namely,  '  ye 

*  shall  receive  an  hundred  fold,  and  shall  inherit  everlasting 
<  life.' 

Anszv.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  our  Saviour,  in  one 
of  these  verses,  may,  without  any  strain  on  the  sense  of  the 
words,  be  understood  as  giving  them  to  expect  some  honour? 

•  SeeVo!.l.JPasre2S^. 
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that  should  be  conferred  on  them  here,  and  in  the  other,  those 
which  they  should  receive  in  another  world  :  As  to  the  hon- 
ours which  were  to  be  conferred  on  them  here,  namely,  their 
sitting-  on  thrones^  8tc.  This  is  said  to  be  '  in  the  regeneration, 
'  when  the  Son  of  man  shall  sit  on  the  throne  of  his  glory,'  that 
is,  not  when  the  Son  of  man  shall  come  to  judgment ;  but  when 
he  shall  enter  into  his  state  of  exaltation,  and  sit  at  God's  right- 
hand.  And  inasmuch  as  this  was  to  be  done  for  them  in  the 
regeneration^  it  seems  most  applicable  to  the  gospel-state  ;  in 
which,  as  the  apostle  says,  *  Old  things  are  past  away ;  behold, 
'  all  things  are  become  new,'  2  Cor.  v.  17.  agreeable  to  what 
is  foretold  by  the  prophet,  '  Behold  I  create  new  heavens  and 
*  a  htw  earth,'  Isa.  Ixv.  17.  which  may  well  be  called  the  re- 
generation. And,  as  for  the  apostles  sitting  on  thrones^  that 
may  signify  the  spiritual  honours  that  should  be  conferred  up- 
on them;  so  that  however  they  might  be  despised  by  the  world, 
they  should  be  reckoned,  by  all  that  entertain  just  notions  of 
things,  the  chief  and  most  honourable  men  of  the  earth.  And, 
as  to  what  respects  their  judging  the  tzvehe  tribes  of  Israel, 
that  may  be  understood  of  their  convicting  the  Jews,  and  con- 
demning them  for  their  unbelief  in  crucifying  Christ,  and  re- 
jecting and  persecuting  the  gospel.  This  they  might  be  said  to 
do,  partly  in  the  exercise  of  their  ministry,  and  partly  in  the 
spccess  thereof,  and,  indeed,  the  gospel  may  be  said  to  judge 
men  when  it  convicts  and  reproves  them.  If  this  be  the  sense 
of  the  text,  then  it  does  not  respect  any  honours  which  the  a- 
postles  should  be  advanced  to  in  the  day  of  judgment;  and 
consequently  it  does  not  appear  from  hence,  that  they,  any 
more  than  other  saints,  shall  bear  a  part  in  judging  the  world, 
either  of  angels  or  men. 

III.  The  saints  shall  be  received  into  heaven.  This  includes 
in  it  their  being  brought  into  a  glorious  place,  and  state.  Thus 
the  apostle  calls  it.  An  house  not  made  luith  hands,  2  Cor.  v.  1. 
which,  doubtless,  far  exceeds  all  the  other  parts  of  the  creation : 
For,  as  the  earthly  paradise  far  exceeded  all  other  places  in 
this  world,  being  planted  immediately  by  God,  and  furnished 
with  every  thing  which  might  be  delightful  and  entertaining 
for  man,  for  whom  it  was  designed  :  so  this  must  be  supposed 
to  be  the  most  glorious  part  of  the  frame  of  nature,  as  being 
designed  to  be  the  place  of  the  eternal  abode  of  the  best  of 
creatures  ;  and  indeed,  whatever  is  called  heaven  in  scripture, 
comes  short  of  it,  this  being  styled,  the  heaven  of  heavens, 
Psal.  cxlviii.  4.  it  is  also  particularly  described  as  God^s  throne, 
Isa.  ixvi.  1.  the  place  of  his  immediate  residence,  where  he 
displays  his  glory  in  an  extraordinary  manner.  As  for  that 
particular  part  of  the  universe,  in  which  it  is  situate,  it  is  nei- 
ther possible,  nor  of  any  advantage  for  u"?  to  determine,  any 
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Otherwise  than  as  it  is  described,  as  being  above  this  iowei- 
world.  But  the  principal  thing  to  be  considered,  is,  the  glory 
of  the  state,  into  which  the  saints  shall  there  be  brought ;  which 
is  set  forth  in  this  answer,  by  variety  of  expressions. 

1.  Herein  they  shall  be  fully,  and  for  ever,  freed  from  all 
sin  and  misery  ;  which  being  inseparably  connected,  they  are 
delivered  from  both  at  once.  As  to  what  respects  the  guilt  Oi 
sin,  this  includes  in  it  not  only  their  being  for  ever  discharged 
from  the  guilt  of  past  sins,  which  is  contained  in  their  being 
oi)enly  acquitted,  as  was  before  observed,  but  their  not  con- 
tracting guilt  for  the  future  ;  accordingly  they  are  put  into  such 
a  state  as  that  they  shall  be  disposed,  and  enabled  to  yield  sin- 
less obedience  ;  and  as  they  are  presented  without  spot  and 
blemish  before  God,  they  shall  never  contract  the  least  defile- 
ment, or  do  any  thing  which  shall  render  them  unmeet  for  that 
glory,  to  which  they  are  advanced,  attord  matter  of  repi-oach 
to  them,  or  provoke  God  to  cast  them  out  of  that  place  which 
cannot  entertain  any  but  sinless  creatures.  Therefore  it  differs 
not  only  from  that  sinless  state  in  which  man  was  created  at 
first,  but  that  in  which  the  angels  were  created,  who  were  not 
all  confirmed  in  their  state  of  holiness,  so  as  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  any  of  them  to  fall ;  but  this  is  the  happiness  ol 
glorified  saints. 

And  we  may  also  infer  from  hence,  that  there  shall  be  no 
temptations  to  sin  ;  none  arising  from  themselves,  since  there 
are  no  lusts,  or  rentainders  of  corruption,  to  draw  them  aside 
iiom  God ;  and  no  temptations  from  others,  since  they  are  all 
made  perfectly  holy.  The  soul  meets  with  no  temptations 
Irom  the  body,  as  it  often  did,  while  it  was  subject  to  the  infir- 
mities of  nature,  in  this  impei-fect  state.  It  shall  never  be  lia- 
ble to  any  weakness,  weariness,  stupidity,  nor  any  of  those  dis- 
eases with  v/hich  it  is  now  oppressed  ;  so  that  the  soul  shall 
never  meet  with  any  temptations  arising  from  thence,  inas- 
much as  the  happiness  of  the  body  consists  in  its  subserviency 
to  it,  in  all  those  things  that  may  t^nd  to  promote  its  compleat 
blessedness.  Moreover,  they  are  also  considered  as  delivered 
from  all  misery,  whether  personal,  or  relative.  The  afflictiona 
of  believers  are  confined  to  this  present  state ;  therefore  in  hea- 
ven '  God  shall  wipe  away  all  teavs  from  their  eyes  ;  and  there 
*•  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow,  nor  crying,  neither 
^  shall  there  be  any  more  pain ;  for  the  former  things  are  pass- 
'  ed  away,'  Rev.  xxi.  4.  and  nothing  remains  that  may  tend  to 
abate  their  happiness,  or  render  the  state  in  which  they  are,  im-- 
perfect. 

2.  They  shall  be  filled  with  inconceivable  joys.  Thus  our 
Saviour  says  to  the  man  in  the  parable,  who  had  improved  the 
talents  he  had  been  entrusted  with ;  Enter  thou  into  the  joy  of 
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thij  Lord^  Matt. -XXV.  21,  23.  and  they  are  said  not  only  to  be 
presented fauttlens  before  the  presence  of  the  ghrij  of  Christ  f 
but  xvith  exceeding  joij^  Ji^de,  ver.  24.  This  is  the  necessary 
ic'sult  ot  a  state  of  perfect  blessedness  ;  which  cannot  but  ad- 
minister the  highest  satisfaction  and  comfort  to  those  who  are 
possessed  thereof ;  inasmuch  as  it  not  only  answers,  but  even 
exceeds  their  most  raised  expegtations.  These  joys  are  not 
indeed  carnal,  but  spiritual ;  for  as  the  greatest  dr.light  which 
the  saints  have  here,  consists  in  the  favour  and  love  of  God, 
and  in  the  bright  rays  of  his  glory  shining  into  the  soul,  so 
they  shall  be  perfectly  blessed  with  this  hereafter,  in  which  re- 
spect their  joy  shall  be  full. 

3.  They  shall  be  made  perfectly  holy  and  happy,  both  in 
body  and  soul.  The  soul  shall  be  unspeakably  more  enlarged 
than  it  was  before,  as  to  all  the  powers  and  faculties  thereof. 
The  understanding  rendered  more  capable  of  contemplating 
the  divine  perfections,  and  it  shall  be  entertained  with  those 
discoveries  of  the  glory  thereof,  which,  at  present,  we  have 
but  a  very  imperfect  knowledge  of:  It  shall  be  fitted  to  behold 
the  wisdom  of  God  in  the  works  of  creation  and  redemption, 
and  be  led  into  the  deep  mysteries  of  his  providence,  and  the 
reason  of  the  various  dispensations  thereof,  which,  though  they 
know  not  now,  they  shall  know  hereafter.  The  will  shall  be 
perfectly  free,  having  no  corrupt  nature  to-bias,  or  turn  it  aside, 
from  that  which  is  its  chief  good  and  happiness  ;  neither  shall 
it  choose  any  thing,  but  Vv'hat  is  conducive  thereunto  :  There 
are  no  remains  of  rebellion  and  obstinacy  to  be  found  therein, 
but  a  perfect  and  entire  conformity  to  the  will  of  God.  The 
aifections  shall  be  perfectly  regulated,  and  unalterably  run  in, 
a  right  channel,  fixed  upon  the  best  objects,  and  not  in  the  least 
inclined  to  deviate  from  them.  And,  as  for  the  body,  that 
shall  be  fitted  for  a  state  of  perfection,  as  well  as  the  soul;  for 
it  shall  be  raised  a  spiritual,  celestial,  and  glorious  body,  and 
therefore  perfectly  adapted  to  be  a  partaker  with  the  soul,  of 
that  glor}""  which  the  whole  man  shall  be  possessed  of;  and 
sanctified  to  be  a  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost  for  ever. 

4.  They  shall  be  joined  with  the  innumerable  company  of 
the  saints  and  holy  angels.  The  apostle  speaks  of  an  innumer- 
able company  of  angels,  aiid  the  general  assembly  and  church 
pf  the  first-born,  Heb,  xii.  22,  23.  to  which  we  are  said,  in  this 
world,  to  come  by  fait,h  ;  but  hereafter  these  two  assemblies 
shall  be  joined  together,  and  make  one  body,  that  so  they  may, 
as  they  are  represented  doing,  with  one  consent,  odore  and  j)ro- 
claim  the  zuotthiness,  riches,  xvisdom,  and  strength  of  the  lamb 
that  was  slain,  who  lives  for  ever  and  ever,  Rev.  v.  11,  ^s?  se<j. 
Now  since  the  saints  and  angels  are  described  as  making  up 
the  same  body,  and  engaged  in  the  same  worship,  sorne  have 
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taken  occasion  to  enquire  concerning  the  means  by  which  they 
shall  converse  together  in  another  world  ;  or,  in  what  manner 
this  united  body  shall  be  made  visible  to  each  other;  but  these 
things  we  must  be  content  to  be  ignorant  of  in  this  present 
state.  However,  as  to  the  saints,  they  shall  converse  with  one 
another  by  the  organ  of  sense  and  speech  ;  for  this  is  one  of 
the  ends  for  which  the  body  shall  be  raised  and  re-united  to  the 
soul;  and  it  may  also  be  proved,  from  what  we  read  of  Moses 
and  Elias  conversing  with  Christ  at  his  transfiguration  in  such 
a  manner,  Matt.  xvii.  3. 

As  for  that  question  which  some  propose,  relating  to  this 
matter,  viz.  v/hethcr  there  shall  be  a  diversity  of  languages  in 
heaven,  as  there  is  on  earth  ?  This  we  cannot  pretend  to  deter- 
mine. Some  think  that  there  shall ;  and  that  as  persons  of  all 
nations  and  tongues,  shall  make  up  that  blessed  society,  so  they 
shall  praise  God  in  the  same  language  which  they  before  used 
when  on  earth  ;  and  that  this  worship  may  be  performed  with 
the  greatest  harmony,  and  to  mutual  edification,  all  the  saints 
shall,  by  the  immediate  power  and  providence  of  God,  be  able 
to  understand  and  make  use  of  every  one  of  those  different  lan- 
guages, as  well  as  their  own.  This  they  found  on  the  apostle's 
words,  in  which  he  says,  That  at  the  name  of  yesus  every  knee 
should  hov.\  and  that  every  tongue  should  conjess  that  'yesufi 
Christ  is  Lord ;  which,  they  suppose,  has  a  respect  to  the  hea- 
venly state,  because  it  is  said  to  be  done  both  by  those  that  are 
J7i  heaven,  and  those  that  are  on  earthy  Phil.  ii.  10,  11.  But 
though  the  apostle  speaks,  by  a  metonymy,  of  different  tongues, 
that  is,  persons  who  speak  different  languages,  being  subject 
to  Christ,  he  probably  means  thereby  persons  of  different  na- 
tions, whether  they  shall  praise  him  in  their  own  language  in 
heaven,  or  no. 

Therefore  some  conjecture,  that  the  diversity  cf  languages 
shall  then  cease  ;  inasmuch  as  it  took  its  first  rise  from  God's 
Judicial  hand,  when  he  confounded  the  speech  of  those  who 
presumptuously  attempted  to  build  the  city  and  tower  of  Ba- 
bel ;  and  this  has  been,  ever  since,  attended  with  many  incon- 
Veniencies.  And,  indeed,  the  apostle  seems  expressly  to  inti« 
mate  as  much,  when  he  says,  speaking  concerning  the  heaven- 
ly state,  that  tongues  shall  cease,  1  Cor.  xiii.  8.  that  is,  the  pre- 
sent variety  of  languages.  Moreover,  since  the  gift  of  tongues 
was  bestowed  on  the  apostles,  for  the  gathering  and  building 
up  the  church  in  the  first  age  thereof,  which  end,  when  it  was 
answered,  this  extraordinary  dispensation  ceased  ;  in  like  man- 
oer,  it  is  probable  that  hereafter  the  diversity  of  languages  shall 
cease  *'. 

I  am  sensible  there  are  some  who  object  to  this,  that  the 
saints,  understanding  all  languages,  will  be  an  addition  to  their 

•   J^hat  fpsech  can  be  -althvut  atmosphere,  and  -luithout  f.esh  ? 
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honour,  glory,  and  happiness :  bat  to  this  it  may  be  answered, 
that  though  it  is,  indeed,  an  accomplishment  in  this  world,  for 
a  person  to  understand  several  languages ;  that  arises  from  the 
•■iubserviency  thereof,  to  those  valuable  ends  that  are  answered 
thereby ;  but  this  would  be  entirely  removed,  if  the  diversity 
of  languages  be  taken  away  in  heaven,  as  some  suppose  it  will. 

There  are  some,  who,  it  may  be,  give  too  much  scope  to  a 
vain  curiosity,  when  they  pretend  to  enquire  what  this  language 
shall  be,  or  determine,  as  the  Jews  do,  and  with  them,  some  of 
the  Fathers,  that  it  shall  be  the  Hebrew ;  since  their  arguments 
for  it  are  not  sufficiently  conclusive ;  wliich  are  principally  these, 
viz.  That  this  was  the  language  with  which  God  inspired  man 
at  first  in  paradise,  and  that  which  the  saints  and  patriarchs 
spake,  and  the  church  generally  made  use  of  in  all  ages,  till 
our  Saviour's  time ;  and  that  it  was  this  language  which  he 
himself  spake,  while  here  on  earth  :  and  since  his  ascension  into 
heaven,  he  spake  unto  Paul  in  the  Hebrew  tongue^  Acts  xxvi. 
14.  And  when  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  are  described  in  the 
Revelations  as  praising  God,  there  is  one  word  used,  by  which 
their  praise  is  expressed,  namely,  Hallelujah,  which  is  He- 
brew ;  the  meaning  whereof  \s^  praise  ye  the  Lord:  but  all  these 
arguments  are  not  sufficiently  convincing ;  and  therefore  we 
must  reckon  it  no  more  than  a  conjecture. 

As  for  the  opinion  of  those  who  suppose  that  it  will  not  be 
any  particular  language  that  is,  or  has  been  spoken  in  this  world, 
but  one  that  is  more  perfect  and  significative,  and  that  this  is 
what  the  apostle  means  when  he  speaks  of  the  tongues  of  an- 
gels,  in  1  Cor.  xiii.  1.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  it  is  more 
than  probable,  that  there  shall  be  some  language  which  shall 
be  more  perfect  and  significative  than  any  that  is  now  known 
in  the  world ;  which  glorified  saints  shall  rec-eive  by  immediate 
inspiration  ,*  yet  this  does  not  fully  appear  to  be  the  apostle's 
xneaning  in  that  scripture ;  since  it  is  not  certain  that  angels  ex- 
press their  ideas  by  the  sound  of  words ;  inasmuch  as  they  have 
no  bodies,  nor  organs  of  speech ;  neither  can  we  certainly  de- 
termine that  they  frame  voices  some  other  way.  Therefore,  the 
tongue  of  angels,  which  the  apostle  speaks  of,  is  an  hyperboli- 
cal expression,  signifying  the  most  excellent  language,  or  such 
an  one  as  angels  would  speak,  did  they  use  a  voice  ;  as  the  face 
of  angeh^  chap.  vi.  15.  is  expressed  to  signify  the  most  bright, 
glorious,  and  majestic  countenance ;  and  as  manna  is  called  an- 
gels, foody  Psal.  Ixviii.  25.  that  is,  the  most  pleasant  and  de- 
lightful :  therefore  the  tongue  of  angels  signifies  the  most  ex- 
cellent language.  But  these  things,  though  often  enquired  into 
by  those  who  treat  on  this  subject,  are  very  uncertain;  neithei 
is  it  of  any  advantage  for  us  to  be  able  to  determine  them. 

But  there  is  another  thing  arising  froKi  the  consideration  ot* 
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the  saints  being  joined  in  one  society,  which  is  much  more  use- 
ful, and,  so  far  as  we  have  light  to  determine  it,  will  afford  a 
very  comfortable  and  delightful  thought  to  us,  namely,  what 
concerns  their  knowing  one  another  in  heaven.  The  scripture, 
indeed,  does  not  so  fully  determine  this  matter  as  it  does  some 
others,  relating  to  the  heavenly  state ;  yet  many  of  God's  chil- 
dren have  died  with  a  firm  persuasion  that  they  shall  see  and 
know  their  friends,  in  another  Vi^orld ;  and  have  been  ready  to 
conclude  this  to  be  a  part  of  that  happiness  which  they  shall 
enjoy  therein ;  and  we  cannot  think  this  altogether  an  un- 
grounded opinion ;  though  it  is  not  to  be  contended  for  as  it 
were  a  necessary  and  important  article  of  faith. 

The  arguments  which  are  generally  brought  in  defence  c4"  it, 
are  taken  from  those  instances  recorded  in  scripture,  in  which 
persons  Vfho  have  never  seen  one  another  before,  have  immedi- 
ately known  each  other  in  this  world,  by  a  special  immediate  di- 
vine revelation,  given  to  them ;  in  like  manner  as  Adam  knew 
that  Eve  was  taken  out  of  him,  and  therefore  says,  This  ia-nozu 
bone  ofjny  bones ^  and  fiesh  of  my  Jiesh  :  she  shall  be  called  xvo- 
man^  because  she  was  taken  out  of  ?«««,  Gen.  ii.  23.  He  was 
cast  into  a  deep  sleep,  when  God  took  one  of  his  ribs,  and  so 
formed  the  .woman,  as  we  read  of  in  the  foregoing  words;  yet 
the  knowledge  hereof  was  communicated  to  him  by  God. 
jMoreover  we  read,  that  Peter,  James,  and  John,  knew  Moses 
and  Elias,  Matt.  xvii.  as  appears  from  Peter's  making  a  par- 
ticular mention  of  them  ;  Let  us  make  three  tabernacles,  one  for 
thee,  and  one  for  Moses,  and  one  for  Elias,  ver.  4.  though  he 
had  never  seen  them  before.  Again,  our  Saviour,  in  the  para- 
ble, represents  the  rick  ?nan  as  seeing  Abraham  afar  off,  and 
Lazarus  in  his  bosom,  Luke  xvi.  23.  and  speaks  of  him  as  ad- 
dressing his  discourse  to  him.  From  such-like  arguments  some 
conclude,  that  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  saints  shall  know 
one  another  in  heaven,  when  joined  together  in  the  same  as- 
sembly. 

Moreover,  some  think  that  this  may  be  proved  from  the 
apostle's  words,  in  1  Thess.  ii.  19,  20.  What  is  our  hope  or  joy , 
or  crozun  of  rejoicing?  are  not  even  ye  in  the  presence  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  at  his  coining  P  for  ije  are  our  glory  and 
joy  ;  which  seems  to  argue  that  he  apprehended  their  happi- 
ness in  heaven  should  contribute,  or  be  an  addition  to  his,  as 
he  was  made  an  instrument  to  bring  them  thither ;  even  so,  by 
H  parity  oi  reason,  every  one  who  has  been  instrumental  in  the 
conversion,  and  building  up  others  in  their  holy  faith,  as  the 
apostle  Paul  was  with  respect  to  them ;  these  shall  tend  to  en- 
hance their  praise,  and  give  them  occasion  to  glorify  God  on 
their  behalf:  therefore  it  follows,  that  they  shall  know  one  ano- 
ther; and  consequently  they  who  have  walked  together  in  the 
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ways  of  God,  and  have  been  useful  to  one  another,  as  relations 
and  intimate  friends,  in  what  i-espects  more  especially  their  spi- 
ritual concerns,  these  shall  bless  God  for  the  mutual  advanta- 
ges which  they  have  received,  and  consequently  shall  know  one 
anothr.  Again,  some  prove  this  from  that  expression  of  our 
Saviour  in  Luke  xvi.  9.  Make  to  ijoxtrsthes  friends  cf  the  mam- 
mon of  unrighteousness^  that  ivhen  i/e  fail^  they  may  receive  you 
into  everlasting  habitations ;  especially  if  by  these  everlasting^ 
habitations  be  meant  heaven,  as  many  suppose  it  is ;  and  then 
the  meaning  is,  that  they  whom  you  have  relieved  and  shewn 
kindness  to  in  this  world,  shall  express  a  particular  joy  upon 
your  bemg  admitted  into  heaven ;  and  consequently  they  shall 
jknow  you  and  bless  God  for  your  having  been  so  useful  and 
beneficial  to  them. 

Ohjec.  To  this  it  is  objected,  that  if  the  saints  shall  know  one 
another  in  heaven,  they  shall  know  that  several  of  those  who 
were  their  intimate  friends  hei-e  on  earth,  whom  they  loved 
with  a  very  great  affection,  are  not  there ;  and  this  will  have  a 
tendency  to  give  them  some  uneasiness,  and  be  a  diminution 
of  their  joy  and  happiness. 

Ansxv.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  if  it  be  allowed  that 
the  saints  shall  know  that  some  whom  they  loved  on  earth,  are 
not  in  heaven,  this  will  give  them  no  uneasiness,  since  that  af- 
fection, which  took  its  rise  principally  from  the  relation  which 
we  stood  in  to  persons  on  earth,  or  the  intimacy  that  we  have 
contracted  with  them,  will  cease  in  another  world,  or  rather  run 
in  another  channel,  and  be  excited  by  superior  motives,  name- 
ly, their  relation  to  Christ,  and  that  perfect  holiness  which  they 
are  adorned  with,  and  their  being  joined  in  the  same  blessed 
society,  and  engaged  in  the  same  employment,  together  with 
their  former  usefulness  one  to  another,  in  promoting  their  spi- 
ritual welfare,  as  made  subservient  to  the  happiness  they  enjoy 
there.  And  as  for  others  who  are  excluded  from  their  society, 
they  will  think  themselves  obliged,  out  of  a  due  regard  to  the 
justice  and  holiness  of  God,  to  acquiesce  m  his  righteous  judg- 
ments :  thus  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  are  represented  as  ado- 
ring the  divine  perfections,  when  the  vials  of  God's  wrath 
were  poured  out  upon  his  enemies  ;  and  saying,  Thou  art  righ- 
teous^ 0  Lord^  because  thou  hast  judged  thus :  true  and  righteous 
are  thy  judgments^  Rev.  xvi.  5,  7. 

5.  Another  ingredient  in  the  glory  of  heaven,  which  is,  in- 
deed, the  greatest  of  all,  is  the  saints  enjoying  the  immediate 
vision  and  fruition  of  God  :  this  vision  includes  in  it  something 
more  than  their  beholding  the  human  nature  of  Christ,  as  Job 
speaks  when  he  says,  In  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God^  Job  xix.  26- 
This,  indeed,  will  be  a  delightful  object,  not  only  by  reason  of 
the  gloiy  thereof,  but  from  the  love  that  they  bear  to  his  pef- 
Voi..  III.  3D 
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son,  who,  in  that  nature,  procured  for  them  the  happiness  which 
they  are  advanced  to.  But  the  principal  thing  contained  in  this 
vision  of  God,  is,  that  it  is  contemplative  and  intellectual ;  for, 
in  other  respects,  he  is  invisible  :  nevertheless  there  are  two 
ways  by  which  persons  are  said  to  see  him  ;  the  one  is  by  faith, 
adapted  to  our  present  state ;  thus  Moses  is  said  to  have  seen 
him  rvho  is  invisible.,  Heb.  xi.  27.  that  is,  to  contcmj)late,  adore, 
and  improve  the  glory  of  the  divine  perfections  so  far  as  he  is 
pleased  to  manifest  it  to  us  in  this  world  ;  but  the  other  way 
of  beholding  him  is  more  perfect,  as  his  glory  is  displayed  with 
the  greatest  clearness,  and  in  the  highest  degree  in  heaven  : 
this  the  apostle  opposes  to  that  vision  which  we  have  of  God 
by  faith,  when  he  says,  that  m  heaven  zve  shall  see  face  to  face  ^ 
and  know  even  as  we  are  also  knoxvn^  X  Cor.  xiii.  12.  that  is, 
we  shall  have  more  bright  and  immediate  discoveries  of  the 
glory  of  God ;  which,  when  represented  by  the  metaphor  of 
seeing  face  to  face^  has  some  allusion  to  our  knowing  persons, 
when  we  are  in  their  immediate  presence,  which  far  exceeds 
that  knowledge  which  we  had  of  them  by  report,  when  at  a 
distance  from  them  :  this  the  apostle  expresses  l^y  such  a  mode 
of  speaking,  as  cannot  well  be  understood  in  this  imperfect 
state,  when  he  says,  (a)  We  shall  see  him  as  he  is^  1  John  iii. 


(a)  God  is  an  infinite  being'.  This  also  is  a  principle  established  by  both  na- 
tural and  revealed  religion.  The  soul  ot  man  is  finite,  and,  to  whatever  perfec- 
tion it  may  he  advanced,  it  will  always  continue  to  be  so.  This  is  another  indis- 
putable principle.  It  would  imply  a  contradiction  to  affirm,  that  an  infinite 
Spirit  can  be  seen,  or  fnll'j  known,  in  a  striet  literal  sense,  as  it  w,  by  a  finite 
spirit.  The  human  soul,  therefore,  being  a  finite  spirit,  can-Hever  perfectly  see, 
that  is,  fully  comprehend,  as  he  is,  God,  who  is  an  infinite  spirit.  The  proposi- 
tion in  our  text,  then,  necessarily  requires  some  restriction.  This  inference 
arises  immediate  from  the  two  principles  now  laid  down,  and  this  second  conse- 
quence furnishes  anotlicr  ground  of  our  reflections. 

But,  although  it  would  be  absurd  to  suppose,  that  God,  an  infinite  spirit,  can 
be  fully  known  by  a  finite  human  spirit,  yet  there  is  no  absurdity  in  affirming, 
God  can  communicate  himself  to  a  man  in  a  very  close  and  intimate  manner  pro- 
per to  transform  him.  This  may  be  done  four  ways.  There  are,  we  conceive, 
four  sorts  of  communications;  a  communication  of  ideas;  a  communication  of 
love ;  a  communication  of  virtue,  and  a  communication  of  felicity.  In  these  four 
ways,  vt'fi  shall  see  God,  and  by  thus  seeing  him  as  he  is,  ve  shall  be  like  him  in 
these  four  respects.  We  will  endeavour  by  discussing  each  of  these  articles 
to  explain  them  clearly ;  and  here  all  your  attention  will  be  necessary,  for  with- 
out this  our  whole  discourse  will  be  nothing  to  you  but  a  sound,  destitute  of 
reason  and  sense. 

The  first  communication  will  be  a  communication  of  ideas.  We  shall  see  Gad 
as  h£  is,  because  we  shall  participate  his  ideas ;  and  by  seeing  God  as  he  i.s,  we 
fihall  1  iCome  like  him,  because  the  knowledge  of  his  ideas  wWl  rectify  ours,  and 
will  render  them  like  his.  To  know  the  ideas  of  an  imperfect  being  is  not  to 
participate  his  imperfections.  An  accur^ite  mind  may  know  the  ideas  of  an  in- 
accurate mind  without  admitting  them.  But  to  know  the  ideasof  a  perfect 
spirit  is  to  participate  his  perfections ;  because  to  know  his  ideas  is  to  know 
tiiem  as  they  are,  and  to  know  them  as  they  are  is  to  perceive  the  evidence  of 
them.  When,  therefore,  God  shall  communicate  his  ideas  to  us,  we  shall  be  like 
him,  by  the  conformity  of  our  ideas  to  Jiis. 
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2.  which  differs  from  those  views  which  the  saints  have  some- 
times had  of  the  glory  of  God,  when  manifested  in  an  enible» 


What  are  the  ideas  of  God  i*  They  ai-e  clear  in  tlieir  nature ;  they  are  clear  in 
their  images;  thty  are  perfect  in  their  degree;  they  are  complex  in  their  rela- 
tions ;  and  they  are  complete  in  their  number.  In  all  these  respects  the  ideas  of 
God  are  infinitely  superior  to  the  ideas  of  men. 

1.  Men  are  full  ol  false  notions.  Their  ideas  are  often  the  very  reverse  of  the 
objects,  of  which  they  should  be  clear  rcpresentatioi«.  We  have  false  ideas  in 
physic,  false  ideas  in  policy,  false  ideas  in  religion.  We  liave  false  ideas  of  hon- 
our and  of  disgrace,  of  felicity  and  of  misery.  Hence  \v£  ofien  mistake  fancy 
for  reason,  and  sh.adow  for  substance.  But  God  hath  only  tnie  ideas.  His  idea 
of  order  is  an  exact  representation  of  order.  His  idea  of  irregularity  exactly 
answers  to  irregularity;  and  so  of  all  other  objects.  He  will  make  us  know  his 
ideas,  and  by  making  us  know  them  he  will  rectify  ours. 

2.  Men  have  often  obscure  ideas.  They  only  see  glimmerings.  Tliey  per- 
ceive appearances  rather  than  demonstrations.  They  are  placed  in  a  world  of 
probabilities,  and,  in  consideration  of/tliis  state,  in  which  it  has  pleased  the 
Creator  to  place  them,  they  have  more  need  of  a  course  of  reasoning  on  a  new 
plan,  to  teach  them  iiow  a  rational  creature  ought  to  conduct  himself,  when  he 
is  surrounded  by  probabilities,  than  of  a  course  of  reasoning  and  determining, 
which  supposes  lum  surrounded  with  demonstration.  But  God  hath  only  clear 
ideas.  No  veil  covers  objects ;  no  darkness  obscure  bis  ideas  of  them.  When  he 
shall  appear,  he  will  communicate  his  ideas  to  us,  and  they  will  rectify  ours,  he 
will  cause  the  scales,  that  hide  objects  from  us,  to  fall  from  our  eyes;  and  he 
will  dissipate  the  clouds,  which  prevent  our  clear  conception  of  them. 

3.  Men  have  very  few  ideas  perfect  in  dfgree.  They  see  only  the  surface  of 
objects.  Who,  in  all  the  world,  hath  a  perfect  idea  of  matter  ?  Who  ever  had 
perfect  ideas  of  spirit?  Who  could  ever  exactly  define  eitlier .'  Who  was  ever 
able  to  inform  us  how  the  idea  of  motion  results  from  that  of  body ;  how  the  idea 
of  sensation  results  from  that  of  spirit  ?  Who  ever  knew  to  which  class  space 
belongs  ?  It  would  he  very  easy,  ray  brethren,  to  increase  this  list,  would  time 
permit ;  and  were  I  not  prevented  by  knowing,  that  they,  who  are  incapable  of 
understanding  these  articles,  have  already  in  their  own  minds  pronounced  them 
destitute  of  all  sense  and  reason.  But  God  hath  perfect  ideas.  His  ideas  compre- 
hend the  whole  of  all  objects.  He  will  communicate  to  us  this  disposition  of 
mind,  and  will  give  us  such  a  penetration  as  shall  enable  us  to  attain  the  know- 
ledge of  the  essence  of  beings,  and  to  comtemplate  them  in  their  wliole. 

4.  Men  have  very  few  ideas  complex  in  their  relations.  I  mean,  their  minds  are 
so  limited,  that,  although  they  may  be  capable  of  combining  a  certain  number 
of  ideas,  yet  they  are  confounded  by  combining  a  greater  number.  We  have 
distinct  iueas  of  units,  and  we  are  capable  of  combining  a  few  :  but  as  soon  as 
we  add  hundred  to  hundred,  million  to  million,  the  little  capacity  of  our  souls 
is  overwhelmed  with  the  multitude  of  these  objects,  and  our  weakness  obliges 
us  to  sink  under  tlie  weight.  Wc  have  a  few  ideas  of  motion.  We  know  what 
space  of  body,  to  which  a  certain  degree  of  velocity  is  communicated,  must 
pass  through  in  a  given  time:  but  as  soon  as  we  suppose  a  greater  degree  of  mo- 
tion, as  soon  as  we  imagine  an  augmentation  of  velocity  to  this  greater  degree ; 
as  soon  as  we  try  to  apply  our  kncnviedge  of  moving  powers  to  those  enormous 
bodies,  which  the  mighty  hand  of  God  guides  in  the  immensity  of  space,  we  afe 
involved  in  perplexity  and  confusion.  But  God  conceives  infinite  combination!,. 
He  will  make  us  participate,  as  far  as  our  minds  can,  his  ideas;  so  that  we  shait 
be  able  to  give  a  laj-ge  expanse  to  our  meditation  Without  any  fear  of  confusing 
ourselves. 

5.  In  fine,  the  ideas  of  mankind  are  incomplete  in  their  number.  Most  mea 
think,  there  are  only  two  sorts  of  behigs,  body  and  spirit;  and  they  have  also 
determined,  that  there  can  be  only  two.  A  rash  decision  in  itself:  hut  more 
rash  still  in  a  creature  so  confined  in  liis  genius  as  man.  But  the  ideas  of  God 
are  complete.  He  knows  all  possible  beings.  He  will  make  us  participate  this 
d: -position  of  mind^  and  from  it  may  arise  ideas  of  myriads  of  beings,  on  *'h^ct> 
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matical  way,  in  this  world  ;  they  also  behold  it  as  shining  fonli 
in  its  greatest  efFulgency. 


now  we  cannut  reason,  because  now  we  have  no  ideas  v?  t.hfin.  A  communica- 
tion of  ideas  is  the  first  way,  in  which  God  will  muke  hinistli' known  to  us.  This 
will  be  the  first  trait  of  our  resemblance  of  him.  IVe  shall  be  like  him,  for  Tve 
shall  see  him  as  he  is. 

The  second  communication  of  God  to  a  beatified  soul  is  a  communication  of 
iove.  We  cannot  possibly  partiike  of  the  ideas  of  God  without  ])articipHting  his 
love.  To  participate  the  ide:is  of  God  is  to  possess  just  notions.  To  possess 
just  notions  is  to  place  eacii  object  in  the  rar.k,  that  is  due  to  it;  consequently, 
we  shall  regard  the  chief  beins^  as  tiie  only  olyect  of  supreme  love. 

What  is  necessary  to  answei*  the  idea,  that  an  upright  .-^oui  forms  of  the  lovely  ? 
The  lovely  object  must  ans'.ver  three  ideas:  the  idea  of  the  great  and  man'tU 
lous;  the  idea  of  the  just;  and  the  idea  oi  tlie  good:  and,  if  1  may  venture  to 
speak  so,  of  the  beatityinsj.  Now,  it  is  impossible  to  know  God  without  enter- 
taining-jiese  three  ideas  of  him  alone;  consequently  it  is  impossible  to  know 
God  witliout  loving  him.  And  this  is  the  reason  L>f  cur  profound  admiration  of 
the  morality  of  the  gospel.  The  morality  of  the  gospel  is  the  very  quintessence 
of  order.  It  informs  us,  no  creature  deserves  supreme  love.  It  makes  this 
principle  the  subst:mce  of  its  laws.  Thou  shale  love  the  Lord  thy  God  -with  all  thtj 
heart,  and  rAth  all  thy  soul,  and  ivith  all  thy  mind,  Matt.  xxii.  37- 

How  worthy  of  supreme  love  will  this  God  appear,  how  fully  will  he  answer 
the  idea  of  the  great  and  the  marvellous,  when  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is  !  He  will 
answer  it  by  his  independence.  Creatures  eidst :  but  they  have  omy  a  borrowed 
being-.  God  derives  his  existence  from  none.  He  is  a  self-existent  being-.  He 
will  answer  our  idea  of  the  mag-nificent  by  the  immutability  of  his  nature. 
Creatures  exist :  but  they  have  no  fixed  and  permanent  being-.  They  arise  from 
nothing  to  existence.  Their  existence  is  rather  variation  and  inconstancy  than 
real  being.  But  God,  but  /  the  Lord,  says  he  of  himself,  /  change  not,  Mai.  iii. 
6.  the  same  yesterday,  to-day,  and  for  ever,  Heb.  xlii.  8.  He  is,  as  it  were,  tlie 
fixed  point,  on  which  all  creatures  revolve,  while  he  is  neither  moved  by  their 
motion,  shaken  by  their  action,  nor  in  the  least  imaginable  degree  altered  by  all 
their  countless  vicissitudes.  He  will  answer  the  idea  of  the  great  and  marvel- 
lous by  the  efficiency  of  his  >vill.  Creatures  have  some  efficient  acts  of  violation : 
but  none  of  themselves. — But  go  back  to  that  period,  in  which  there  was  no- 
thing. Figure  to  yourselves  those  immense  voids,  which  preceded  the  forma- 
tion of  the  universe,  and  represent  to  yourself  God  alone.  He  forms  the  plan  of 
the  world.  He  regulates  the  whole  design.  He  assigns  an  epoch  of  duration 
to  it  in  a  point  of  eternity.  This  act  of  his  will  produces  this  whole  universe. 
Hence  a  sun,  a  moon,  and  stars.  Hence  earth  and  sea,  rivers  and  fields.  Hence 
kings,  princes,  and  philosophers.  He  spake,  and  it  ivas  done  ;  he  commanded,  and 
it  stood  fast-  The  heavens  ivere  made  by  the  ivord  of  the  L'jrd,  and  all  tlie  host  of 
them  by  the  breath  of  his  mouth,  Psa!.  xxxiii.  9.  God,  then,  perfectly  answers  our 
idea  of  the  grand  and  the  marvellous.     He  ansvvers  also  the  idea  of  the  just. 

It  was  he,  who  ga^.^  us  an  idea  oi  justice  or  order.  It  was  he,  who  made  the 
gi'eatest  sacrifices  t :-  a.  It  was  he,  who  moved  heaven  and  earth  to  re-establish 
it,  and  who  tcitifiec  how  dear  it  was  to  him  by  sacrificing  the  most  worthy  vic- 
tim, that  could  possibly  sufl'er,  I  me.in  his  only  Son. 

Finally,  God  will  perfectly  answer  our  idea  of  the  good  and  the  beatifying. 
Who  can  come  up  to  it  except  a  God,  who  opens  to  his  creatures  an  access  of 
his  treasures  ?  A  God,  who  reveals  himself  to  them  in  order  to  take  them  away 
i'rom  their  broken  cisterns,  and  to  conduct  them  to  a  fountain  of  living  -waters, 
Jer.  ii.  13.  \  God,  whose  eternal  wisdom  cries  to  mankind,  IJo,  every  one  that 
thirstetk,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  inoney,  come  ye,  buy  e?id  eat,  yea 
Come,  buy  itnne  and  milk  -without  money,  and  tvithout  price.  Wherefore  do  ye  spend 
money  for  that,  ivhich  is  not  bread?  and  your  labour  for  that,  -which  satisfieth  not  '-' 
Hearken  diligently  unta  me,  and  cat  ye  that,  which  is  good,  and  let  your  sotd  de- 
light  itself  in  fatness.  Incline  your  ear,  and  come  unto  me;  fiear,  and  your  so:.'. 
than  live,  Isa.  Iv.  1— 3.  ^ 
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^Moreover,  since  the  apostle  speaks  of  this  as  a  privilege 
which  should  be  enjoyed  by  the  saints  at  Christ's  appearing, 
who  seems  to  be  the  object  more  especially  here  intended,  it 
may  denote  their  beholding  his  mediatorial  glory  in  its  highest^ 
advancement ;  and  this  view  which  they  have  of  it,  is  said  to 
be  assimilating,  as  well  as  delightful ;  and  therefore  he  farther 


We  cannot,  then,  know  God  without  loving-  him.  And  thus  a  communicatioa 
ot  ideas  leads  to  a  communication  of  love.  I3ut  this  communication  of  love  will 
render  us  like  the  God,  whom  we  admire.  For  the  property  of  love,  in  a  soul 
iiiHamed  with  it,  is  to  transform  it  in  some  sort  into  the  object  of  its  admiration. 
This  is  particularly  jMoper  to  divine  love.  We  love  God,  because  we  know  his 
attributes ;  when  we  know  his  attributes,  we  know,  wc  can  no  better  contributa 
to  the  perfection  of  mn*  being  than  by  imitating  them,  and  the  desire  we  have  to 
perfect  our  being  will  necessitate  us  to  apply  wholly  to  imitate  them,  and  to  be- 
come like  him. 

Let  us  pass  to  our  third  consideration.  The  third  communication  of  God  to 
a  beatified  soul  is  a  communication  of  his  virtues.  To  love  and  to  obey,  in  Scrip- 
ture-style, is  the  same  tiling.  If  ye  love  me,  keep  mrj  commandmevts,  is  a  well- 
known  expression  of  Jesus  Christ,  John  xiv.  15.  He,  vho  saith  I  know  him,  and 
keepeth  not  hlo  commandments,  is  a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  him,  is  an  expres- 
sion of  our  apostle,  1  John  ii.  4.  This  is  not  peculiar  to  the  love  of  God.  To 
love  and  to  obey,  even  in  civil  society,  are  usually  two  things,  which  have  a 
very  close  connexion.  But,  as  no  creature  hath  ever  excited  all  the  love,  of  which 
a  soul  is  capable,  so  tliere  is  no  creature,  to  whom  we  have  rendered  a  perfect 
obedience.  It  is  only  in  regard  to  God,  that  there  is  an  inseparable  connexion 
between  obedience  and  love.  For  when  we  love  God,  because  we  know  him,  we 
are  soon  convinced,  that  he  cannot  ordain  any  thing  to  his  creature  bat  what  i<j 
useful  to  him ;  when  we  are  convinced,  he  can  ordain  nothing  to  be  performed  by 
his  creat\n-e  but  what  is  useful  to  him,  it  becomes  as  impossible  not  to  obey  him 
as  it  is  not  to  love  ourselves.  To  love  and  to  obey  is  one  thing,  then,  when  th~ 
object  in  question  is  a  being  supremely  lovely.  These  are  demonstrations;  but 
to  obey  God,  and  to  keep  his  commandments,  is  to  be  like  God. 

The  commandments  of  God  are  formed  on  the  idea  of  the  divine  perfections. 
God  hath  an  idea  of  order ;  he  loves  it;  he  follows  it;  and  this  is  all  he  ever  hath 
required,  and  all  he  ever  will  require  of  his  intelligent  creatures.  He  requires 
us  to  know  order,  to  love  it,  to  follow  it.  An  intelligent  creature,  therefore,  who 
shall  be  brought  to  obey  the  commandments  of  God,  will  be  like  God.  Be  ye 
perfect,  us  your  Father,  lohich  is  in  heaven,  is  perfect,  AJatt.  v.  48.  JBe  ye  holy,  for 
I  am  holy,  1  Pet.  i.  16.  Every  man,  that  hath  this  hope  in  him,  purifeth  himself 
even  as  he  is  pure,  1  John  iii.  3.  These  precepts  are  given  us  here  on  earth,  and 
we  obey  them  imperfectly  nov/ :  but  we  shall  yield  a  pertiict  obedience  to  theni  ii; 
heaven,  when  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is.  Here,  our  apostle  affirms,  Whosoever 
iinneth,  hath  not  seen  him,  neither  knoiun  him,  ver.  6.  that  is  to  say,  he  who  suffers 
sin  to  reign  over  him,  doth  not  know  God;  for  if  he  knew  God,  he  would  hav«. 
just  ideas  of  God,  he  would  love  him;  and,  if  he  loved  him,  he  would  imitate 
him.  But  in  heaven  we  shall  see,  and  know  him,  we  shall  not  sin,  we  shall  imi- 
tate him,  we  shall  be  like  him,  for  we  shall  see  him  as  he  is. 

Lastly,  the  fourth  communication  of  the  Deity  with  beatified  souls  is  a  com- 
m.unicatlon  o( felicity.  In  an  economy  of  order,  to  be  holy  and  to  he  happy  are, 
two  things  very  closely  connected.  Now  we  are  in  an  economy  of  disorder 
Accordingly,  virtue  and  felicity  do  not  always  keep  company  together,  and  it 
sometimes  happens,  that  for  having  hope  in  Christ  -we  are,  for  a  while,  of  all  mf. 
most  miserable,  1  Cor.  xv.  19.  But  this  economy  of  disorder  must  be  abolished. 
Order  must  be  establislied.  St.  Peter,  speaking  of  Jesus  Christ,  says.  The  hec- 
vens  must  receive  him  until  the  times  of  the  restittttion  cf  ell  things,  Acts  iii.  21. 
"When  all  things  shall  be  restored,  virtue  and  happiness  will  be  closely  united, 
and,  consequently,  by  participating  the  holiness  cf  God  we  shall  participate  hi? 
happiness.  '  SACBi.«r. 
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adds,  We  shall  be  like  hhn.  And  this  shall  also  be  satisfying  . 
thus  the  Psalmist  says,  I  willy  or  shall,  behold  thij  face  in  righ' 
ieousncss  ;  tvhen  I  axvake  I  shall  be  satisfied  xvith  thy  likeness^ 
Psal.  xvii.  15.  How  vastly  does  this  differ  from  the  brightest 
views  which  the  saints  have  of  the  glory  of  God  here !  It  is 
true  they  know  something  of  him  as  he  manifests  himself  in 
the  works  of  creation  and  grace ;  but  this  is  very  imperfect ; 
the  object  is  not  presented  in  its  brightest  lustre ;  nor  is  the 
soul,  which  is  the  recipient  thereof,  enlarged,  as  it  shall  then 
be  to  take  in  the  rays  of  divine  glory  :  however,  though  thi;; 
vision  of  God  be  unspeakable,  and  much  more  shall  be  knowii 
of  his  perfections  than  we  can  attain  to  in  this  life ;  yet  the 
saints  shall  not  have  a  comprehensive  view  thereof;  for  that  is 
not  consistent  with  the  idea  of  them  as  finite  creatures.  Thus 
concerning  the  immediate  vision  of  God. 

It  is  farther  observed,  that  this  vision  is  attended  with,  frui- 
tion ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  barely  speculative  or  contempla- 
tive, but  such  as  is  felicitating ;  and  accordingly  the  saints 
know  their  interest  in  God,  and  see  themselves  to  be  the  happy 
objects  of  the  former  and  present  displays  of  the  glory  of  his 
perfections,  and  how  they  have  all  been  exerted  in  bringing 
them  to,  and  fixing  them  in  this  blessed  state  ;  and  from  hence 
arises  that  joy  M'hich  accompanies  this  vision  of  God.  And 
besides  this,  there  are  some  impressions  of  his  glory  on  their 
souls,  which  not  only  occasion,  but  excite  this  joy. 

And  it  is  farther  observed,  that  this  fruition  is  of  God  the' 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost.  The  Father  is  beheld  and  en- 
joyed, as  his  glory  shines  forth  in  the  face  of  Christ,  as  bestow- 
ing on  his  saints  all  the  blessings  which  he  has  promised  in 
that  everlasting  covenant,  which  was  established  with,  and  in, 
Christ,  as  their  Head  and  Saviour ;  his  purposes  of  grace,  and 
all  his  promises,  having  had  their  full  accomplishment  in  him. 
And  the  glory  of  Christ  is  beheld  as  the  person  to  whom  the 
whole  work  of  redemption,  together  with  the  application  there- 
of, was  committed,  and  is  now  brought  to  perfection.  And  the 
Holy  Ghost  is  beheld  as  the  person  who  has,  by  his  power, 
rendered  every  thing  v/hich  was  designed  by  the  Father,  and 
purchased  by  the  Son,  effectual  to  answer  the  end  which  is  now 
attained,  by  shedding  abroad  the  love  of  the  Father  and  Son 
in  their  hearts,  dwelling  in  them  as  his  temple,  and  in  begin- 
ning, carrying  on,  and  perfecting  that  v.-ork,  which  is  so  glo- 
rious in  the  effects  and  consequences  thereof.  In  these  respects 
they  have  perfect  and  distinct  communion  with  the  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghost;  which  far  exceeds  all  they  can  have 
here,  and  is  infinitely  prefei-able  to  all  the  delight  which  arise? 
from  that  enjoyment  which  they  have  of  the  blessed  society 
of  perfect  creatures  tc  whom  they  are  joined. 
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6.  The  last  ingredient  in  the  happiness  that  believers  shall 
enjoy  in  heaven,  is,  that  it  shall  be  to  all  eternity.  As  the  soul 
is  immortal,  and  the  body,  to  which  it  shall  be  united,  shall 
be  raised  incorruptible ;  so  the  inheritance,  which  is  reserved 
in  heaven  for  the  saints  is  such  ii%  fadeth  not  axvay^  1  Pet.  i.  4. 
chap.  v.  4.  This  will  tend  to  make  their  happiness  complete, 
^vhich  nothing  could  do,  were  there  not  a  full  assurance  of  the 
everlasting  duration  thereof.  It  would  be  a  continual  allay  to 
it,  and  a  very  uncomfortable  thought  to  conclude,  that  though 
their  enjoyments  are  very  great,  yet  they  shall  have  an  end. 
The  glory  of  heaven  is  not  like  the  glories  of  this  present  world, 
which  are  but  for  a  moment,  and,  as  it  were,  perish  in  the 
using ;  nor  like  the  state  of  holiness  and  happiness  in  which 
God  created  man  at  first ;  v/hich,  through  the  mutability  of 
his  nature,  it  was  possible  for  him  to  lose  :  but  it  is  established 
by  the  decree  of  God,  founded  on  the  virtue  of  the  blood  of 
Christ,  v/ho  purchased  for  his  people  eternal  redemption,  and 
in  the  covenant  of  grace  settled  this  inheritance  upon  them,  as 
an  everlasting  possession.  This  is  a  doctrine  so  universally  ac- 
knowledged, that  it  is  needless  to  insist  on  the  proof  of  it ;  and 
it  is  so  frequently  mentioned  in  scripture,  that  we  scarce  ever 
read  of  the  glory  of  heaven,  but  it  is  described  as  eternal^  See 
Jude  ver.  6,  and  21.  Matt,  xxv,  46.  Tit.  i.  2.  Rom.  vi.  22. 
Gal.  vi.  8.   1  Tim.  i.  16.  Psal.  xvi.  11. 

There  is  one  thing  more,  which,  though  it  be  not  particularly 
mentioned  in  this  answer,  I  would  not  entirely  pass  over,  that 
is,  what  may  be  said  to  a  question  proposed  by  some,  viz. 
Whether  there  are  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven  ?  The  Papists 
not  only  maintain  that  there  are,  but  pretend  that  greater  de- 
grees thereof  shall  be  conferred  on  pei-sons,  in  proportion  to 
the  merit  of  their  good  works  here  on  earth  ;  and  therefore 
have  assigned  to  them  the  highest  places  there,  who  have  per- 
formed  works  of  supererogation,  by  doing  more  than  was  strict- 
ly enjoined  tb.em  by  the  law  of  God.  But  all  Protestant  divines, 
who  allow  that  there  are  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven,  strenuous- 
ly maintain  that  these  are  rewards  of  grace  as  every  ingredient 
in  the  heavenly  blessedness  is  supposed  to  be.  And  when  this 
doctrine  is  made  the  subject  of  controversy  among  them  ;  nei- 
ther side  ought  to  contend  for  their  particular  opinion,  as  though 
it  was  one  of  the  most  important  articles  of  faith,  or  charge, 
them  who  defend  the  other  side  of  the  question,  as  though  they 
were  maintaining  something  that  was  directly  contrary  to  scrip 
ture,  or  of  a  pernicious  consequence. 

They,  on  the  other  hand,  who  suppose  that  there  are  no  de- 
grees of  glory  in  heaven,  are  afraid,  that  if  they  should  assert 
the  contrary,  it  would,  in  some  measure,  eclipse  the  glory  of 
the  grace  of  God,  and  give  too  much  umbra^  to  the  Popish 
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doctrine  of  the  merit  of  good  works.  But  this  all  Protestant 
divines,  as  was  but  now  observed,  sufficiently  fence  against. 
And,  inasmuch  as  it  is  farther  argued  against  degrees  of  glory, 
that  those  external  and  relative  privileges,  which  they  enjoy, 
such  as  t  lection,  justification,  and  adoption,  belong  equally  and 
alike  to  all  saints ;  and  the  same  price  of  redemption  %vas  paid 
for  all,  therefore  their  glory  shall  be  equal :  this  method  of  rea- 
soning will  not  appear  very  conclusive,  if  we  consider  that 
sanctification  is  as  much  the  result  of  their  being  elected,  jus- 
tified, redeemed,  and  adopted,  as  their  being  glorified  ;  but  that 
appears  not  to  be  equal  in  all,  therefore  it  does  not  follow  from 
hence,  that  their  glory,  in  a  future  state,  shall  be  so.  And 
though  their  objective  blessedness,  which  consists  in  that  infi- 
nite fulness  of  grace  that  there  is  in  God,  is  inconsistent  with 
any  idea  of  degrees ;  yet  it  does  not  follow,  that  the  communi- 
cations resulting  from  hence,  which  are  finite,  shall  be  in  a 
like  degree ;  nor  can  it  be  inferred  from  hence,  that  if  there 
are  degrees  of  glory,  the  state  of  those  who  have  the  least  de- 
gree, shall  be  imperfect  in  its  kind,  or  have  any  thing  in  it 
which  shall  afford  the  least  abatement  of  their  happiness,  or  be 
the  occasion  of  envy  or  uneasiness,  as  the  superior  excellencies 
of  some,  in  this  imperfect  state,  often  appear  to  be,  since  that 
is  inconsistent  with  perfect  holiness  :  nor  is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  there  are  any  degrees,  with  respect  to  the  deliverance  of 
the  saints  from  the  sins,  guilt,  and  miseries  of  this  present  life, 
which  is  equal  in  all;  nor  do  they,  who  think  that  there  are 
degrees  of  glory  in  heaven,  in  the  least  insinuate  that  every  one 
shall  not  be  perfectly  filled  and  satisfied,  in  proportion  to  his 
receptive  disposition ;  as  a  small  vessel,  put  into  the  ocean,  is 
equally  full,  in  proportion  to  its  capacity,  with  the  largest;  and, 
therefore  none  of  the  saints  will  desire,  nor,  indeed,  can  contain' 
more  than  God  designs  to  communicate  to  them. 

As  for  that  scripture  which  is  sometimes  brought  in  defence 
of  this  opinion,  viz.  the  parable  of  the  persons  that  were  hired 
to  work  in  the  vineyard^  in  Matt.  xx.  9.  in  which  it  is  said,  that 
i/iey  that  were  hired  about  the  eleventh  hour^  received  every  man 
a  penny ^  which  is  as  much  as  others  receiv^ed  who  were  hired 
early  in  the  morning,  and  had  born  the  heat  and  burden  of  the 
day  ;  that  does  not  sufficiently  prove  it,  since  some  of  these  la- 
bourers are  represented  as  murmuring",  and  insinuating  that 
they  had  wrong  done  them,  to  whom  Christ  replies.  Is  thine 
eye  evil,  because  I  am  good?  and  they  are  described  as  called, 
but  not  choseji,  ver.  15,  16.  I'herefore  it  is  not  designed  to  set 
forth  the  glory  of  heaven,  but  the  temper  and  disposition  of 
the  Jewish  church,  who  were  partakers  of  the  external  bless- 
ings of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the  gospel-church,  as  having 
-iqual  privileges;  so  that  the  arguments  generiilly  insisted  on 
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ro  prove  that  there  are  no  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven,  can  hard- 
ly be  reckoned  sufficient  to  overthrow  the  contrary  doctrine ; 
especially  if  those  other  scriptures,  that  are  often  brought  to 
prove  that  there  are,  be  understood  in  the  most  obvious  sense 
thereof;  and  they  are  such  as  these,  viz.  Daniel  xii.  3.  Thei/ 
that  be  xvise  shall  shine  as  the  brightness  of  tfiejirviament ;  and 
they  that  turn  many  to  righteoiiS7iess  as  the  stars  for  ever  and 
ever ;  where  the  prophet  speaks  of  those  who  excel  in  grace 
and  usefulness  in  this  world  ;  and  then  considers  them  not  only 
as  wise^  but  as  turning  many  to  righteous?iess ;  whose  glory, 
after  the  resurrection,  of  which  he  speaks  in  the  foregoing 
verse,  has  something  illustrious  and  distinguishing  in  it,  which 
is  compared  to  the  brightness  of  the  fir7nament  and  stars. 

To  this  it  is  objected,  that  our  Saviour,  in  Matt.  xiii.  43.  il- 
lustrates the  happiness  of  all  the  glorified  saints,  whom  he  calls 
the  righteous^  by  their  shining  as  the  sun  ;  therefore  the  pro- 
phet Daniel  means  no  other  glory  but  what  is  common  to  all 
saints ;  and  consequently  there  are  no  degrees  of  glory.  But  to 
this  it  may  be  replied,  that  our  Saviour  does  not  compare  the 
glory  of  one  of  the  saints  in  heaven,  with  that  of  another ;  but 
intim.ates,  that  the  happiness  of  everyone  of  them  shall  be  in- 
conceivably great,  and  very  fitly  illustrates  it  by  the  brightness 
of  the  sun  ;  whereas  the  prophet  is  speaking  of  some  that  were 
honoured  above  others  in  their  usefulness  here ;  and  then  con- 
siders them  as  having  peculiar  degrees  of  glor^-  conferred  upon 
them  hereafter,  which  is  something  more  than  what  he  had 
said  in  the  foregoing  verse,  which  is  common  to  all  the  saints, 
when  he  speaks  of  them  as  axuaking  out  of  the  dust  to  everlast- 
ing life. 

Another  scripture  which  is  also  brought  to  prove  this  doc- 
trine, is  in  1  Cor.  xv.  41,  42.  There  is  one  glory  of  the  sun, 
and  another  glory  of  the  moon^  and  another  glory  of  the  stars  ; 
for  one  star  differ eth  from  another  star  in  glory  ;  so  also  is  the 
resurrection  of  the  dead ;  where  the  apostle  is  speaking  con- 
cerning the  happiness  of  the  saints  after  the  resurrection,  whom 
he  compares  not  with  what  they  were  when  they  left  the  world ; 
for  then  had  no  glory,  being  sown  in  corruption  and  dishonour  ; 
but  he  seems  to  compare  the  glory  of  one  saint,  after  the  re- 
surrection, with  that  of  another ;  and  accordingly  he  illustrates 
it  by  the  brightness  of  the  heavenly  luminaries ;  every  one  of 
which  has  a  glory  superior  to  terrestial  bodies  :  nevertheless  he 
seems  to  intimate,  that  if  we  compare  them  together,  the  glory 
of  the  one  exceeds  that  of  the  other.  Thus  the  glory  of  the 
least  saint  in  heaven,  is  inconceivably  greater  than  that  of  the 
greatest  here  on  earth :  it  is,  indeed,  full  and  complete  in  its 
kind ;  yet  when  compared  with  the  glorj'  of  others,  it  may  in 
some  circumstances  fall  shprt  of  it. 

Vol.  IIL  3  E 
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There  Is  another  argument  brought  by  some,  to  prove  this 
doctrine,  taken  iVoni  the  parable  ot  the  talents^  in  IVIatt.  xxv» 
14,  8?^  6fy.  in  which  the  reward  is  propoi  lioncd  to  the  respec- 
tive improvement  thereof;  which  seems  to  respect  some  bless- 
ings which  tliey  were  to  receive  in  another  world  ;  inasmuch  as 
our  Saviour  compares  himself  to  one  that  is  travellmg'  into  a 
far  countryySLud  after  a  long  time,  returning  and  reckoning  with 
his  servants  :  by  the  former  of  which  is  meant,  his  ascension 
into  heaven;  and  by  the  latter,  his  return  to  judgment;  and 
consequently  those  regards  which  differ  in  degree,  must  respect 
some  peculiar  glory,  which  he  will  confer  on  his  people  in  ano- 
ther world ;  and,  indeed,  the  whole  chapter  seems  to  refer  to 
the  same  thing.  The  former  parable  of  the  wise  and  foolish 
virgins  denotes  the  behaviour  of  persons  here,  and  the  conse- 
quence thereof  hereafter  ;  and  the  latter  part  of  the  chapter  ex- 
presslv  speaks  of  Christ's  coming  to  judgment,  and  dealing  with 
every  one  according  to  his  works.  If  therefore  the  improve- 
ment of  these  talents  respects  some  advantages  that  one  is  to 
expect  above  the  other,  it  seems  to  intimate  that  there  are  de- 
grees of  glory. 

Moreover,  this  is  farther  argued  from  those  various  degrees 
of  grace  that  some  have  in  this  world  above  others,  which  is  a 
peculiar  honour  bestowed  on  them,  and  is  sometimes  consi- 
dered as  the  fruit  and  consequence  of  their  right  improvement 
of  those  graces  which  they  had  before  received.  And  this  may 
be  considered  as  laying  a  foundation  for  greater  praise  ;  which 
argues  that  the  soul  shall  be  enlarged  in  proportion  thereunto  j 
so  that  it  may  give  unto  God  the  glory  due  to  his  name,  as  the 
result  thereof.  Therefore  if  we  take  an  estimate  of  God's  fu- 
ture, from  his  present  dispensations,  it  not  only  removes  some 
objections  that  are  sometimes  brought  against  this  doctrine; 
but  adds  farther  strength  to  those  arguments  taken  from  the 
scriptures  before-mentioned,  to  prove  it.  But  notwithstanding 
all  that  has  been  said,  on  this  subject,  it  is  the  safest  way  for 
us  to  confess,  that  we  know  but  little  of  the  affairs  of  another 
world,  and  much  less  of  the  circumstances  of  glorified  saints, 
considered  as  compared  with  one  another.  Nor  are  we  to  con- 
clude, if  there  are  degrees  of  glory,  that  the  highest  degree 
thereof  is  founded  on  the  merit  of  what  any  have  done  or  suf- 
fered for  Christ;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  lowest  is  in- 
consistent with  complete  blessedness  ;  which-  shall  be  propor- 
tioned to  their  most  enlarged  desires,  and  as  much  as  they  are 
capable  of  containing*  Thus  concerning  the  question  proposed 
by  some,  viz.  Whether  there  are  degrees  of  glory  ? 

There  is  another  which  has  some  affinity  with  it,  that  1  would 
not  wholly  pass  over;  namely,  whether  the  saints  in  heaven 
shall  not  have  some  additional  improvements,  or  make  progres- 
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^Ive  advances  in  some  things,  which  may  be  reckoned  a  farther 
ingredient  in  their  future  happiness  ?  Thia  is  to  be  insisted  on 
with  the  utmost  caution,  lest  any  thing  should  be  advanced 
■which  is  inconsistent  with  the  complete  blessedness,  which  they 
are  immediately  possessed  of :  however,  I  do  not  think  that  it 
will  detract  from  it,  if  we  should  venture  to  assert,  that  the 
understanding  of  glorified  saints  shall  receive  very  considera- 
ble improvements,  from  those  objects  which  shall  be  presented 
to  them,  and  the  perpetual  discoveries  that  will  be  made  of  the 
glorious  mysteries  of  divine  grace,  whereby  the  whole  scene  of 
providence,  and  its  subserviency  to  their  eternal  happiness, 
shall  be  opened,  to  raise  their  wonder,  and  enhance  their  praise. 
Since  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  perfect  blessedness  of  the 
angels,  to  desire  to  know  more  of  this  mystery,  which  they  are 
said  to  look  into^  1  Pet.  i.  12.  and  inasmuch  as  their  joy  is  in- 
creased by  those  uew  occasions,  which  daily  present  them- 
selves ;  why  may  not  the  same  be  said  with  respect  to  the  saints 
in  heaven ;  especially  if  v/e  consider  that  this  Avill  redound  so 
much  to  the  glory  of  God,  as  well  as  give  us  more  raised  ideas 
of  that  happiness  which  they  shall  be  possessed  of. 

We  shall  conclude  with  some  practical  inferences  from  what 
has  been  said  in  this  answer,  concerning  the  happiness  of  the 
saints  in  heaven. 

(1.)  We  may  learn  from  hence  the  great  difference  which 
there  is  betv/een  the  militant  and  triumphant  state  of  the  church. 
Here  they  meet  with  perpetual  conflicts,  but  hereafter  they  shall 
be  crowned  with  complete  victory  :  now  they  walk  by  faith,  but 
then  faith  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  vision,  and  hope  in  enjoy- 
ment. The  saints  of  God  are,  at  present,  in  their  minority,  hav- 
ing a  right  to,  but  not  the  possession  of  their  inheritance.  Their 
desires  are  enlarged,  and  their  expectations  raised;  but  nothing 
can  give  them  full  satisfaction  till  they  arrive  to  that  state  of 
perfection,  which  God  will,  at  last,  bring  them  to. 

(2.)  The  account  which  we  have  of  the  happiness  of  heaven, 
as  being  of  a  spiritual  nature,  and  accompanied  vvith  perfect 
blessedness,  and  the  enjoyments  thereof  being  agreeable  there- 
to ;  this  may  tend  to  reprove  the  carnal  conceptions  which  many 
entertain  concerning  it,  as  though  it  were  no  other  than  what 
Mahomet  promised  his  followers  ;  who  fancy  that  they  shall 
hav€  therein,  those  delights,  which  aVe  agreeable  to  the  sensual 
appetites  of  such  as  have  no  other  ideas  of  happiness,  but  those 
which  consist  in  the  pleasures  of  sin :  neither  is  it  enough  for 
us  to  conceive  of  it,  as  barely  a  freedom  from  the  miseries  of 
this  life  (though  this  be  an  ingredient  therein)  as  if  it  had  no 
reference  to  the  bringing  those  graces  which  are  begun  here, 
to  perfection;  or  it  did  not  consist  in  that  blessed  work  of  ad- 
miring and  adoring  the  divine  perfections,  and  improving  the 
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displays  thereof  in  a  Mediator,  which  the  saints  shall  for  ever 
be  engaged  in. 

(3.)  Let  us  not  content  ourselves  barely  with  the  descrip- 
tion which  we  have  in  the  word  of  God,  concerning  the  glory 
of  heaven,  but  enquire,  whether  we  have  a  well-grounded  hope, 
that  we  have  a  right  to  it,  and  are  found  in  the  exercise  of  those 
graces  which  will  be  an  evidence  thereof?  It  is  a  very  low  and 
insignificant  thing  for  us  to  be  convinced  that  the  glory  of  hea- 
ven contains  in  it  all  those  things  which  shall  render  them  who 
are  possessed  of  it,  completely  happy,  if  we  have  no  ground  to 
claim  an  interest  in  it ;  and  if  we  have  this  ground  of  hope,  it 
will  have  a  tendency  to  excite  practical  godliness,  which  it  is 
inseparably  connected  with,  and  affords  an  evidence  of  our  right 
to  eternal  life  :  whereas,  without  this,  our  hope  will  be  delusive, 
and  we  chargeable  with  an  unwarrantable  presumption,  in  ex- 
pecting salvation  without  sanctification. 

(4.)  If  we  have  any  hope  concerning  this  future  blessedness ; 
this  ought  to  be  improved  by  us,  to  support  and  comfort  us  un- 
der the  present  miseries  of  life  ;  as  the  apostle  exhorts  the 
church  to  which  he  writes,  to  comfort  one  another  -with  these 
■words ^  1  Thess.  iv.  18.  or  from  these  considerations  ;  which 
should  also  be  an  inducement  to  us  to  bear  affliction  with  pa- 
tience, since  they  -work  for  us  an  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
cf  glory,  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  And, 

(5.)  Let  the  hope  we  have  of  the  privileges  to  be  enjoyed 
hereafter,  put  us  upon  the  greatest  diligence  in  the  performance 
of  those  duties,  which  are  incumbent  on  us,  as  expectants  of 
this  inheritance  ;  and  let  us  endeavour  to  have  our  conversa- 
tion in  heaven,  and  be  frequently  meditating  on  the  blessed  em- 
ployment thereof;  and  be  earnest  with  God,  that  we  may  be 
made  more  meet  for,  and  in  the  end  received  to  it. 

(6.)  If  we  are  enabled,  by  faith,  to  conclude  that  we  have  a 
right  to  the  heavenly  inheritance,  let  us  be  frequently  engaged 
in  the  work  and  employment  thereof,  so  far  as  is  consistent 
with  this  present  imperfect  state ;  let  us  be  much  in  praising 
and  blessing  God,  who  has  prepared  these  glorious  mansions 
for  his  people  ;  and  let  us  set  a  due  value  on  the  blood  of  Christ, 
by  which  they  were  purchased;  and  give  glory  to  the  Holy 
Ghost,  who  has  given  us  the  earnest  thereof;  and  having  be- 
gun the  work  of  grace,  will,  we  trust,  carry  it  on  to  perfection. 


OF  MAN'S  OBLIGATION  TO  YIELD  OBEDIENCE 

TO  GOD. 

Quest.  XCI.  What  is  the  duty  that  God  requiretk  of  man  ? 

Answ.  The  duty  which  God  requireth  of  man,  is,  obedience* 
to  his  revealed  will. 

Quest.  XCII.  What  did  God  at  frst  reveal  unto  man  as  the 
ride  of  his  obedience? 

Answ.  The  rule  of  obedience  revealed  to  Adam  in  the  estate 
of  innocency,  and  to  all  mankind  in  him,  beside  a  special 
command,  not  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  the  know- 
ledge of  good  and  evil,  was,  the  moral  law. 

HAVING,  in  the  former  part  of  the  Catechism,  been  led 
to  consider  what  we  are  to  believe  concerning  God,  and 
those  works  of  nature  and  grace,  wherein  he  has  displayed  his 
glory  to  man,  whether  considered  as  created  after  his  image, 
or  having  lost  it  by  sin,  and  afterwards  redeemed,  and  made 
partaker  of  those  blessings  that  are  consequent  thereupon  ;  we 
are  now  to  consider  him  as  under  an  indispensable  obligation 
to  yield  obedience  to  God .  They  who  have  received  most 
grace  from  him,  are  laid  under  the  strongest  ties  and  engage- 
ments hereunto;  accordingly  we  may  observe, 

I.  That,  obedience  is  due  from  man  to  God.     This  results 
from  the  relation  we  stand  in  to  him  as  creatures  ;   («)  who 
~  '   "  '  • 

(a)  "It  may  be  asked,  Is  there  no  reason  or  nature  of  things  ?  Yes ;  as  certainly  as 
there  are  things.  But  the  nature  and  reason  of  things,  considered  independently 
of  the  divine  Will,  or  without  it,  have  no  more  obligation  in  them,  than  a  divine 
•worship  considered  independently  of,  and  without  any  regard  to  the  existence  of 
God.  For  the  Will  of  God  is  as  absolutely  necessary  to  found  all  moral  obligation. 
upon,  as  the  existence  of  God  is  necessary  to  be  the  foundation  of  religious  wor- 
ship. And  the  fitness  ai  moral  obligations,  without  the  JVill  of  God,  is  only  like 
the  fitness  of  a  religious  worship  without  the  existence  of  God. 

And  it  is  as  just  to  say,  that  he  destroys  the  reason  of  religion  and  piety,  who 
founds  it  upon  the  nature  and  existence  of  God,  as  to  say,  he  saps  the  foundation 
of  moral  obligations,  who  founds  them  upon  the  Will  of  God.  And  as  religion 
cannot  be  justly  or  solidly  defended,  but  by  shewing  its  connexion  with,  and  de 
pendance  upon,  God's  existence ;  so  neither  can  moral  obligations  be  asserted 
with  strength  and  reason,  but  by  shewing  them  to  be  the  Will  of  God. 

It  may  again  be  asked.  Can  God  make  that  fit  in  its  self,  which  is  in  its  selfab- 
iolutely  unfit  to  be  done } 

This  question  consists  of  improper  terms.  For  God's  Will  no  more  makes  ac- 
tions to  be  fit  in  themselves,  than  it  makes  things  to  exist  in,  or  of  themselves.  No 
things,  nor  any  actions,  have  any  absolute  fitness,  and  in  themselves. 

A-gfff,  iblow,  the  making  a  7t>oz<«  J,  ov  "hedding  o{  bhod,  con'^idered  in  them* 
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ought  to  say  with  the  Psalmist,  0  come  let  us  worship  and  hoxv 
dotvriy  let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker,  Psal.  xcv.  6.  and 
particularly  when  considered  as  intelligent  creatures,  having 
excellencies  superior  to  all  others  in  this  lower  world,  whereby 
we  are  rendered  capable,  not  only  of  subserving  the  ends  of 
his  providence,  but  performing  obedience,  as  subjects  ot  mo- 
ral government:  But  if  we  are  redeemed,  justified,  and  sancti- 
fied, and  made  partakers  of  all  the  blessings  that  accompany 
salvation ;  this  obligation  to  duty,  is  greater  than  that  of  all 
others,  as  the  apostle  says,  21?  are  bought  with  a  price  ;  therc- 
—  ■  »         ■       ■       ■ 

selves,  have  no  absohue  fitness,  but  are  fit  or  unfit  according  to  any  variety  of  in- 
cidental circumstances. 

When  therefore  God,  by  his  Will,  makes  any  thing  fit  to  be  done,  he  does 
not  make  the  thing  fit  in  its  self,  which  is  just  in  the  same  state  considered  in  its 
self,  as  it  was  before ;  but,  it  becomes  fit  fur  the  person  to  do  it,  because  he  can 
be  happy,  or  do  that  which  is  fit  for  him  to  do,  by  doing  the  Will  of  God. 

For  instance,  the  bare  eating  a  fruit,  considered  in  itsscf,  is  neither  fit  nor  un- 
iit.  If  a  fruit  be  ap[)ointed  by  God  for  our  food  and  nourishment,  then  it  is  as  fit 
to  eat  it,  as  tf)  preserve  our  lives.  If  a  fruit  be  poisonous,  tlien  it  is  as  unfit  to 
eat  it,  as  to  comnut  self-murder.  If  eating  of  a  fruit  be  prohibited  by  an  express 
order  of  God,  then  it  is  as  unfit  to  eat  it,  as  to  eat  our  own  damnation. 

But  in  none  of  these  instances  is  the  eating  or  noteating,  considered  in  its  self. 
Jit  or  unfit  ,•  but  has  all  its  fitness,  or  unfitness,  from  such  circumstances,  as  are 
entirely  owinF  to  the  Will  of  God. 

Supposing',  therefore,  God  to  require  a  person  to  do  something,  which,  accord- 
ing to  his  present  circumstances,  -without  that  command,  he  ought  not  to  do. 
God  does  not  make  that  which  is  absolutebj  unfit  in  itself ,  fit  to  be  done;  but  on- 
ly adds  nciv  clrmmstances  to  an  action,  that  is  neither  fit  nor  unfit,  moral  nor  im- 
moral in  itself,  but  because  o.^its  circumstances. 

To  instance,  in  the  case  oi  Abralmvi  required  to  sacrifice  his  son.  The  killing 
of  a  man  is  neither  good  nor  bad,  considered  absolutely  in  its  aelf  It  was  unlaw- 
ful for  .ibraham  to  kill  his  son,  because  of  the  circumstances  he  was  in  with  re- 
gard to  his  son.  But  when  the  divine  Command  was  given,  Abraham  was  in  a 
new  state ;  the  action  had  7iew  circwmtavces ;  and  tl:en  it  was  as  lawful  for  Abra- 
ham to  kill  his  son,  as  it  was  lawful  for  God  to  require  any  man's  life,  either  by 
iick7iess,  or  any  other  means  he  should  please  to  appoint. 

And  it  had  been  as  unlawful  for  Abraham  to  have  disobeyed  God  in  this  extra- 
ordinary command,  as  to  have  cursed  God  at  any  ordinary  calamity  of  provi- 
dence.— 

A  gain,  it  is  objected,  If  there  be  nothivg  right  or  -wrong,  good  or  bad,  antecedent- 
ly and  independently  of  the  Will  of  God,  there  can  be  no  reaso7i,  ivhy  Godshmddivill, 
er  commaiid  one  thing,  rather  thun  another. 

It  is  answered, /fj'i^f,  That  all  goodness,  and  all  possible  perfection,  is  as  eternal 
as  God,  and  as  essential  to  him  as  his  existence.  And  to  say,  that  they  are  either 
antecedent  or  C07iseque7it,  depe/ident  or  independent  of  his  Will,  would  be  equally 
absurd.  To  ask,  therefore,  whether  there  be  not  something  right  and  wrong,  an- 
tecedent to  the  Will  of  God,  to  render  his  Will  cc/)c6/e  of  being  right,  is  as  absurd, 
as  to  ask  for  some  antecedent  cause  of  his  existence,  that  he  may  be  proved  to 
exist  necessarily.  And  to  ask,  how  God  can  be  good,  if  there  be  not  something 
good  independently  of  him,  is  asking  how  he  can  be  infinite,  if  there  be  not  some- 
thing infinite  independently  of  him.  And,  to  seek  for  any  other  source  or  reaso7i 
of  the  divine  Goodness,  besides  the  divine  Nature,  is  like  seeking  for  some  exter- 
nal cause,  and  help  of  the  divine  omnipotence. 

The  goodness  and  wisdom,  therefore,  by  which  God  is  wise  and  good,  and  to 
which  all  his  works  of  wisdom  and  goodness  are  owing,  are  neither  antecedent, 
nor  consequent  to  his  Will; — '* 
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fore  glorify  God  in  your  hody^  and  in  your  spirit^  ivhich  are 
God^s^  1  Cor.  vi.  2.  And  this  may  be  considered,  not  only  as 
our  duty,  but  our  highest  wisdom  ;  as  it  is  said,  The  fear  of  the 
Lordj  that  is  xvisdom^  and  to  depart  from  cvi/y  is  understandings 
Job  xxviii.  28.  hereby,  in  some  measure,  we  answer  the  end 
lor  which  we  came  into  the  world.  And  it  is  our  interest,  in- 
asmuch as  it  is  conducive  to,  and  inseparably  connected  with 
our  present  and  future  blessedness  :  Nevertheless  we  are  to  be 
very  sensible  that  this  is  out  of  our  own  power,  as  our  Saviour 
says,  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothings  John  xv.  5.  Therefore  we 
should  exercise  a  constant  dependence  on  him,  who  works  in 
his  people  both  to  will  and  to  do,  of  his  own  good  pleasure. 
We  might  here  consider  the  nature  and  properties  of  that  duty 
and  obedience  v.hich  we  owe  to  God. 

1.  If  it  be  such  as  we  hope  God  will  accept  or  approve  of, 
it  must  proceed  from  a  renewed  nature,  and  rs  a  consequence 
thereof,  from  a  principle  of  love  to  God,  as  a  reconciled  Father; 
not  from  a  slavish  fear  and  dread  of  his  wrath,  as  a  sin-i-eveng- 
ing  Judge.  Thus  the  Psalmist  says.  There  is  forgiveiiess  with 
thee.,  that  thou  jnayest  be  feared^  Psal.  cxxx.  4. 

2.  It  ought  to  be  without  the  least  reserve,  as  containing  a 
ready  compliance  with  whatever  he  commands ;  and  hereby  we 
ought  to  approve  ourselves  to  him,  as  our  sovereign  Loixl  and 
Law-giver,  and  consider  that  we  are  under  his  all-seeing  eye ; 
and  accordingly  his  glory  is  to  be  assigned  as  the  highest  end 
of  all  we  do. 

3.  It  ought  to  be  performed  with  constancy ;  and  therefore 
it  doth  not  consist  barely  in  a  sudden  fit  of  devotion,  arising 
from  the  dictates  of  an  awakened  conscience,  or  the  dread  we 
have  of  his  wrath,  when  under  some  distressing  providence  ; 
but  it  ought  to  be  the  constant  work  and  business  of  life.  And, 

4.  When  we  have  done  or  suffered  most  for  God,  we  are  not 
only  to  consider  ourselves  as  unprofitable  servants^  Luke  xvii. 
10.  as  our  Saviour  expresses  it ;  but  we  must  lament  our  im- 
perfections, and  be  deeply  humbled  for  the  iniquities  that  at- 
tend our  holy  things  ;  inasmuch  as  there  is  not  a  just  man  upon 
earth  that  doth  good^  and sinneth  not^  Eccles.  vii.  20, 

II.  In  order  to  our  yielding  obedience,  it  is  necessary  that 
God  should  signify  to  us,  in  what  instances  he  will  be  obeyed, 
and  the  manner  how  it  is  to  be  performed  ;  otherwise  it  would 
rather  be  a  fulfilling  our  own  will  than  his.  None  but  those 
who  are  authorized  hereto,  and  receive  what  they  impart  to  us 
by  divine  inspiration,  can,  without  the  boldest  presumption, 
assume  this  prerogative  to  themselves,  so  as  to  prescribe  to  us 
a  rule  of  duty  to  God;  anu  therefore  it  follows,  that  this  obedi- 
ence must  be  to  his  revealed  v/ill.  The  secret  purposes  of  God 
are  the  rule  and  measure  of  his  own  actings  ;  but  his  revealed 
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will  is  the  rule  of  olir  obedience.  Secret  thing's  belong  unto  the 
Lord  our  God ;  but  those  things  which  are  revealed^  belong  unto 
us  and  to  our  children^  Deut.  xxix.  29. 

III.  The  will  of  God,  as  thus  made  known  to  us,  is  called  a 
Law  :  Which,  that  we  may  farther  understand,  let  us  consider, 
that  a  law  is  the  decree  or  revealed  will  of  a  sovereign,  design- 
ed to  direct  and  govern  the  actions  of  his  subjects,  and  there- 
by to  secure  his  own  honour  and  their  welfare.  And  if  this 
be  applied  to  the  law  of  God,  we  must  consider  him  as  our 
Lord  and  Sovereign,  whose  will  is  the  rule  of  our  actions ;  and 
he  being  infinitely  wise  and  good,  is  able  and  inclined  to  direct 
us  in  those  things  that  are  conducive  to  his  own  honour  and 
our  safety  and  happiness ;  and  this  he  has  been  pleased  to  do, 
and  accordingly  has  given  us  a  law  as  the  rule  of  life. 

The  laws  of  God  are  either  such  as  take  their  rise  from  his 
holy  nature,  and  accordingly  our  obligation  to  yield  obedience 
thereto,  proceeds  not  only  or  principally  from  the  command  of 
God,  but  from  their  being  agreeable  to  his  divine  perfections, 
w^hich  must  be  assigned  as  the  reason  of  his  prescribing  them 
■  as  matter  of  duty.  These  are  all  reducible  to  what  we  call,  in 
general,  the  law  of  nature ;  which,  because  it  is  agreeable  to  the 
dictates  of  reason,  it  is  called,  by  way  of  eminency.  The  moral 
laxv.  Thus  when  we  consider  ourselves  as  creatures,  we  are 
led  to  confess  that  we  are  subject  to  God,  and  therefore  bound 
to  obey  him ;  and  when  we  think  of  him  as  a  God  of  infinite 
perfection,  this  obedience  must  be  agreeable  thereunto ;  and  be- 
cause he  is  a  Spirit,  it  must  be  performed  in  a  spiritual  man- 
ner; and  as  he  is  a  holy  God,  he  is  to  be  worshipped  with  re- 
verence and  holy  fear.  Thus  far  we  are  induced  to  yield  obe- 
dience by  the  law  of  nature. 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  laws  relating  to  the 
circumstances  or  manner  in  which  God  will  be  worshipped, 
which  are  founded  in  his  sovereign  will ;  and  these  we  call 
positive  laws.  Of  this  kind  was  that  law  given  to  our  first 
parents,  not  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil ; 
and,  doubtless,  there  were  many  other  laws  given  to  them  re- 
lating to  their  conduct  of  life,  and  mode  of  worship,  though 
they  are  not  particularly  mentioned  in  that  short  history  we 
have  of  the  state  of  man  before  the  fall.  As  for  the  moral  law, 
it  is  said,  in  one  of  the  answers  we  are  explaining,  to  have  been 
revealed  to  Adam  in  his  state  of  innocency,  and  to  all  man- 
kind in  him.  Its  being  revealed  to  man,  must  be  supposed  to 
be  a  less  proper  way  of  speaking;  inasmuch  as  that  method  of 
discovery  is  more  especially  applicable  to  positive  laws ;  and 
therefore  I  would  rather  chuse  to  express  it  as  it  is  in  a  fore- 
going answer*,  by  God's  writing  his  laws  in  the  hearts  of  our 

*  See  Quest-  JvU 
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first  parents,  or  impressing  the  commands  of  the  moral  law  on 
their  nature  ;  so  that  by  the  power  of  reasoning,  with  which 
they  were  endowed,  they  might  attain  to  the  knowledge  there- 
of. So  that  man,  by  the  light  of  nature,  knew  all  things  con- 
tained in  the  moral  law. 

As  to  what  is  farther  said  in  this  answer,  that  the  moral  law 
was  given  to  man  in  innocency  ;  that  has  been  considered  else- 
where. And  as  all  mankind  were  represented  by  him,  so  we 
are  to  understand  those  words,  that  it  was  given  to  all  mankind 
in  him.  But  these  things  have  been  insisted  on  in  another 
place,  as  also  what  relates  to  his  being  prohibited  from  eating 
the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  I  shall  pass  it  over, 
and  proceed  to  speak  more  particularly  concerning  the  moral 
law,  together  with  the  use  thereof  to  all  sorts  of  men. 


Quest.   XCIII.    JV/iat  is  the  moral  laxu  ? 

Answ.  The  moral  law  is  the  declaration  of  the  will  of  God 
to  mankind,  directing  and  binding  every  one  to  personal, 
perfect,  and  perpetual  conformity  and  obedience  thereunto, 
in  the  frame  and  disposition  of  the  whole  man,  soul  and  body, 
and  in  performance  of  all  those  duties  of  holiness  and  righ- 
teousness v^'hich  he  oweth  to  God  and  man ;  promising  life 
upon  the  fulfilling,  and  threatening  death  upon  the  breach  of 
it. 

Quest.  XCIV.  Is  there  any  use  of  the.  moral  law  to  man, 
since  the  fall  ? 

Answ.  Although  no  man,  since  the  fall,  can  attain  to  righte- 
ousness and  life  by  the  moral  law  ',  yet  there  is  great  use 
thereof,  as  well  common  to  all  men,  as  peculiar,  either  to  the 
unregenerate,  or  the  regenerate. 

Quest.  XCV.    Of  what  use  is  the  moral  law  to  all  men  P 

Answ.  The  moral  law  is  of  use  to  all  men,  to  inform  them  of 
the  holy  nature  and  will  of  God,  and  of  their  duty,  binding 
them  to  walk  accordingly  ;  to  convince  them  of  their  disa- 
bility to  keep  it,  and  of  the  sinful  pollution  of  their  nature, 
hearts,  and  lives  ;  to  humble  them  in  a  sense  of  their  sm 
and  misery,  and  thereby  help  them  to  a  clearer  sight  of  the 
need  they  have  of  Christ,  and  of  the  perfection  of  his  obedi- 
ence. 

Vol.  hi.  3  F 
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Quest.  XCVI.  What  particular  use  is  there  of  the  moral  law 
to  unregenerate  men  '? 

Answ.  The  moral  law  is  of  use  to  unreg«enerate  meo,  to  awa- 
ken their  consciences  to  fly  from  wrath  to  come,  and  to  drive 
them  to  Christ ;  or,  upon  their  continuance  in  the  estate  and 
way  of  sin,  to  leave  them  inexcusable,  and  under  the  curse 
thereof. 

Quest.  XCVII.  What  special  use  is  there  of  the  moral  lavj 
to  the  regenerate  ? 

Answ.  Although  they  that  are  regenerate,  and  believe  in 
Christ,  be  delivered  from  the  moral  law  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  so  as  thereby  they  are  neither  justified,  nor  condemn- 
ed; yet  beside  the  general  uses  thereof  common  to  them 
with  all  men,  it  is  of  special  use  to  shew  them  how  much 
they  are  bound  to  Christ  for  his  fulfilling  it,  and  enduring 
the  curse  thereof  in  their  stead,  and  for  their  good ;  and  there- 
by to  provoke  them  to  more  thankfulness,  and  to  express  the 
same  in  their  greater  care,  to  conform  themselves  thereunto, 
as  the  rule  of  their  obedience. 

IN  these  answers  we  have, 
I.  A  description  of  the  moral  law,  in  which  v/e  may  ob- 
serve, 

1.  That  it  is  a  declaration  of  the  will  of  God  to  mankind, 
that  so  we  may  not  be  destitute  of  a  rule  to  guide  and  regulate 
our  behaviour,  both  towards  God  and  man.  This  is  the  first 
idea  contained  in  a  law  ;  and  there  is  another,  which  respects 
the  obligation  which  we  are  laid  under  hereby,  arising  from 
our  being  creatures,  and  consequently  subject  to  God,  who,  as 
the  supreme  governor,  has  an  undoubted  right  to  demand  obe- 
dience from  us  to  every  thing  that  he  prescribes  and  reveals  to 
lis,  as  a  rule  for  our  direction  therein.  Moreover,  that  which 
God  requires  of  us  in  this  law,  is,  personal,  perfect,  and  per- 
petual conformity  and  obedience  thereunto. 

(1.)  It  must  be  personal,  as  denoting  that  it  is  not  to  be  per- 
formed by  proxy ;  so  that  whatever  services  we  may  expect 
from  men,  we  must  not  conclude  that  they  can  perform  obedi- 
ence for  us  to  God,  and  thereby  fulfd  the  obligation  we  are 
personally  laid  under.  Yea,  we  may  proceed  farther,  and  as- 
sert, that  what  Christ  has  performed  for  us,  does  not  exempt 
us  from  an  obligation  to  yield  perfect  obedience  ;  though  it  is 
not  to  be  performed  by  us  with  the  same  view  with  which  he 
pei^ormed  it,  as  will  be  farther  considered  under  a  following 
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head,  where  we  shall  shew,  that  though  it  is  not  to  he  obcved 
by  us  as  a  covenant  of  works  ;  nevertheless  we  are  obliged  to 
obey  it  as  a  rule  of  life. 

(2.)  Our  obedience  to  the  law  pf  God  must  be  perfect.  The 
same  obligation  that  man  was  under  at  first,  to  yield  perfect 
obedience,  remains  still  in  force,  though  we  are  not  able  to  per- 
form it.  The  insolvency  of  man  by  the  fall,  did  not  cancel  or 
disannul  this  debt  *.  And  how  much  soever  God  may  own 
and  approve  of  the  sincerity  of  his  people,  which  is  all  the  per- 
fection which  fallen  man  can  arrive  to  in  this  world  :  vet  we 
must  not  suppose,  that  hereby  we  fulfil  the  obligation  which 
God,  as  a  law-giver,  has  laid  us  under.  This  I  the  rather  take 
notice  of,  that  there  may  not  be  the  least  ground  to  suppose 
that  we  make  void  the  law,  but  rather  establish  it,  and  thereby 
assert  the  right  v/hich  God  has  to  that  perfection  of  obedience, 
which  is  due  from  us,  though  unable  to  perform  it. 

(3.)  It  must  be  perpetual,  v/ithout  backsliding  from  God,  or 
the  least  remissness  in  our  duty  to  him  ;  and  therefore  there  is 
no  abatement  or  dispensation  allowed  of,  that  may  give  coun- 
tenance to  the  least  defect  of  this  obedience.  Thus  the  Psal- 
mist says,  J  xvill  never  forget  thtj  precepts^  Psal.  cxix.  93.  and, 
Every  day  roill  I  bless  thee^  and  I  will  praise  thy  name  for  ever 
and  ever^  Psal.  cxlv.  2.  Moreover,  we  may  observe,  that  this 
obedience  is  to  be  performed  with  the  whole  man,  and  in  par- 
ticular, by  the  soul,  v/ith  the  utmost  intenseness,  in  all  the  pow- 
ers and  faculties  thereof.  Accordingly  our  understandings  are 
to  be  rightly  instructed,  as  to  what  respects  the  matter  and 
manner  of  performing  itj  our  wilk  to  be  entirely  subjected  to 
the  will  of  God,  and  our  affections  engaged  therein,  as  being 
.-sanctified  and  excited  by  the  Spirit,  to  the  end,  that  duty  may 
be  performed  with  delight,  arising  from  the  love  which  we 
bear  to  him,  whose  servants  we  are. 

It  is  also  to  be  performed  with  our  bodies.  The  former, 
includes  in  it  that  obedience  more  especially  which  is  internal  ; 
this,  that  which  is  external.  This  is  what  is  styled  a  lower 
sort  of  obedience ;  and  if  we  rcs»  here,  it  is  so  far  from  being  ac- 
ceptable, as  the  apostle  says,  that  Bodily  exercise projiteth  little^ 
1  Tim.  iv.  S.  Nevertheless,  as  the  body  is  an  instrument  of  the 
soul  in  acting,  that  sei"vice  which  is  performed  therein,  is  ab- 
solutely necessary ;  and  therefore  all  religious  worship  is  to  be 
engaged  in  with  a  becoming  reverence  that  is  external,  as  well 
as  that  which  is  internal ;  v/ithout  which  the  soul  cannot  be 
said  to  engage  in  any  religious  dutier,,  in  a  becoming  manner. 

It  is  farther  observed,  that  this  obedience  includes  in  it  ho- 

line:js  and  righteousness.     The  former  of  these  respects  more 

*  It  is  a  knotmmaxlin  in  the  ovp  In-w,  Cer^antp  capacitate  subdiHno\  cf}>rat  ot- 
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Especially  our  duty  to  God,  which,  being  a  branch  of  religious 
worship,  ought  to  be  performed  with  a  reverential  fear  of  hi"S 
divine  Majesty,  and  that  due  regard  to  his  infinite  purity,  and 
entire  dedication  and  consecration  of  ourselves  to  him,  as  be- 
comes those  who  are  sanctified  by  his  Spirit,  and  enabled  to 
exercise  all  those  graces  whereby  we  may  approve  ourselves 
his  faithful  servants  and  subjects.  The  latter  more  especially 
respects  those  duties  which  we  owe  to  men,  in  the  various  re- 
lations we  stand  in  to  them,  which  is  incunibent  on  us  as  what 
is  enjoined  by  God. 

2.  The  moral  law  is  farther  considered  as  having  a  promise 
of  life  annexed  to  it,  and  a  threatning  of  death  upon  the  breach 
thereof.  This  is  what  is  generally  called  the  sanction  annexed 
to  the  law.  A  law  without  a  sanction  would  not  be  much  re- 
garded, especially  by  those  V/ho  have  not  a  due  sense  of  their 
obligation  to  obedience.  Persons  are  very  much  disposed  to 
enquire,  when  a  command  is  given,  what  the  consequences  of 
their  obeying  or  disregarding  it  will  be  ?  and  this  being  made 
known  before  hand,  is  a  strong  motive  to  obedience.  If  God 
is  pleased,  out  of  his  abundant  grace,  to  encourage  his  people, 
by  giving  them  to  expect  some  blessings  that  he  will  bestow 
on  those  that  obey  him,  it  is,  in  some  respect,  necessary  that 
this  shou.d  be  known.  But  especially  since  punishment,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  nature  of  the  crime,  will  be  the  consequence  of 
disobedience,  it  is  becoming  the  divine  perfections  to  let  it  be 
known,  that  the  wages  of  sin  is  death.  And  this  was  not  only 
annexed  to  the  moral  law,  but  equally  impressed  on  the  nature 
ot  man,  who  could  not  but  know,  that  rebellion  against  God 
would  be  punished  with  a  separation  from  him,  and  that  all 
those  miseries  w>)uld  attend  it,  in  proportion  to  the  respective 
aggravation  thereof,  that  it  deserves. 

II.  We  have  an  account  of  the  use  of  the  moral  law  since 
tlte  fall ;  and  that  either  with  respect  to  mankind  in  general, 
or  the  unregenerate  and  regenerate.  And  here  it  is  observed, 
that  no  man  since  the  fall,  can  attain  righteousness  and  life  by 
it ;  therefore  it  is  not  to  be  used  with  that  view.  From  whence 
■we  may  infer,  that  this  might  have  been  attained  by  man  be- 
fore the  fall,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  covenant  which  he 
was  under,  the  sum  and  substance  whereof  was  that  the  man. 
that  doth  these  thhigs  shall  live  by  them^  Rom.  x.  5.  as  the  a- 
postle  says.  Eternal  life  was  pi-omised  to  man  in  innocency ; 
and  he  was  then  able  to  yield  sinless  obedience,  which  was  the 
(Condition  thereof.  But  it  is  impossible  for  fallen  man  thus  to 
obey  ;  for  how  perfect  soever  his  obedience  may  be  for  the  fu- 
ture, it  is  supposed,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  that  it  can- 
not be  sinless,  after  sin  has  been  committed ;  and  it  would  be 
a  r-cflection  on  the  justice  and  holiness  of  God,  for  us  to  con- 
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elude  that  he  will  accept  of  imperfect  obedience,  instead  of  per- 
fect. Therefore  it  follows,  that  a  right  to  life  is  not  to  be 
expected  from  our  imperfect  obedience  to  the  law,  as  the  apos- 
tle says,  Bij  the  deeds  of  the  laxu  there  shall  no  fiesh  be  justtfied^ 
chap.  iii.  20.  in  God's  sight ;  in  this  respect  our  own  righte- 
ousness is  represented  not  only  as  faulty  and  defective,  but  as 
altogether  insufficient  to  procure  an  interest  in  the  divine  fa- 
VOU1-,  or  to  exempt  us  from  the  punishment  which  is  due  to  us 
for  sin.  It  is  one  thing  to  say,  that  eternal  life  is  connected 
with  obedience,  so  that  no  one  can  have  the  least  ground  to 
expect  it  without  it ;  and  another  thing  to  say,  that  it  is  found- 
ed upon  it,  or,  that  it  gives  us  a  right  and  title  to  it.  Never- 
theless, we  are  not  to  conclude  that  the  law  is  of  no  use  ;  for, 
1.  It  is  of  use  to  all  men,  in  several  respects  : 
(1.)  It  informs  us  of  the  holy  nature  and  will  of  God,  and 
of  our  duty  to  him.  This  is  the  first  idea  we  have  of  a  law  *, 
which  signifies  more  especially  a  doctrine ;  and,  as  the  subject- 
matter  thereof,  respects  our  being  taught  what  we  are  obliged 
to,  as  commanded  by  a  law-giver,  it  signifies  a  law.  The  di- 
vine perfections  are  eminently  instamped  on  it  in  very  legible 
characters  ;  his  sovereignty,  as  having  a  right  to  demand  obe- 
dience ;  his  holiness  in  the  matter  thereof,  and  in  the  obliga- 
tion we  are  herein  laid  under  to  be  holy  in  all  conversation  ;  be- 
cause it  is  -written^  be  ye  holy,  for  I  am  holy^  1  Pet.  i.  15,  16. 
and  therefore  this  perfection  is  set  forth  in  those  threatnings 
that  are  annexed  to  it,  whereby  the -wrath  of  God  is  revealed 
against  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteousness  of  men^  Rom.  i.  18. 
As  it  is  designed  to  discover  our  secret  faults,  that  we  may  be 
humbled  for  them,  and  hereby  a  multitude  of  sins  maybe  pre- 
vented, so  it  not  only  sets  forth  the  holiness,  but  the  goodness 
of  God ;  and  indeed  there  is  nothing  enjoined  therein  as  our 
duty,  but  what  includes  in  it  some  advantage.  Thus  the  Psal- 
mist describes  it  as  i7iore  to  be  desired  them  gold,  y^(^i  than 
much  fine  gold ;  sweeter  also  than  honey  and  the  honey  comb; 
and  adds,  that  in  keeping  thereof  there  is  great  reivard,  Psal. 
xix.  10,11. 

(2.)  The  moral  law  is  of  use  to  all  men,  as  it  binds  them  to 
perform  that  which  is  therein  enjoined  as  matter  of  duty,  which 
is  another  idea  contained  in  a  law,  viz.  as  it  is  that  which  binds 
the  consciences  of  men,  that  so  we  may  not  vainly  and  pre- 
sumptuously conclude,  to  our  own  destruction,  that  we  may 
live  as  we  list,  or  say,  who  is  Lord  over  us  ?  It  is  a  great  in- 
stance of  the  care  and  goodness  of  God,  that  he  has  taken  thi*^ 
method  to  prevent  that  ruin  which  would  arise  from  our  with- 
drawing the  allegiance  which  we  owe  to  him,  and  lay  us  un- 

♦  Thus  the  Tvord  miH,  W  ikvivedfrom  T\y\  didicit,  or  viam  wonstravlt. 
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der  the  strictest  engagement  to  seek  after  that  blcssednes*i 
which  is  connected  with  obedience  to  him. 

(3.)  We  are  hereby  convinced  of  our  inability  to  keep  the 
law,  and  of  the  sinful  pollution  of  our  nature,  hearts,  and  lives, 
as  an  expedient  to  humble  us  under  the  sense  of  sin  and  misery. 
The  law  being  spiritual,  we  are  thereby  convinced  that  we  arc 
carnal^  and  sold  under  s'ln^  as  the  apostle  expresses  it,  Rom. 
vii.  14.  And  he  also  says,  I  had  not  knoivn  stn^  but  by  the 
laxvy  ver.  7.  When  we  consider  ourselves  as  being  obliged  to 
yield  perfect  obedience,  and  compare  our  hearts  and  lives  there- 
with, we  shall  see  nothing  but  holiness  and  purity  on  the  one 
hand,  and  a  wretched  mass  of  corruption  and  impurity  on  the 
other.  God  demands  perfect  obedience  ;  and  we  are  unable, 
of  ourselves,  to  perform  any  obedience.  And  our  best  duties 
being  attended  with  many  imperfections,  we  are  hereby  led  to 
be  humbled  under  a  sense  of  sin,  whatever  thoughts  we,  be- 
fore this,  hud  of  ourselves.  When  the  laxv  enters^  sin  will  a- 
bound^  chap.  v.  20.  and  if  we  x^evo.  apprehensive  that  xve  xvere 
alive^  as  the  apostle  expresseth  it,  without  the  laxv  ;  when  the 
C07nmandment  coraes^  sin  will  revive  and  xve  dic^  chap*  vii.  9. 
and  see  ourselves  exposed  to  the  miseries  threatened  to  those 
that  violate  it. 

(4.)  From  hence  arises  a  clear  sight  of  the  need  that  per- 
sons have  of  Christ,  and  of  the  perfection  of  his  obedience. 
When  we  find  ourselves  condemned  by  the  law,  and  that  righ- 
teousness is  not  to  be  attained  by  our  own  obedience  to  it,  then 
we  are  led  to  see  our  need  of  seeking  it  elsewhere ;  and  when 
the  gospel  gives  us  a  discovery  of  Christ,  as  ordained  by  God, 
to  procure  for  us  righteousness,  or  a  right  to  eternal  life  by  his 
obedience,  this  wall  shew  us  the  need  we  have  of  faith  in  him. 
whereby  we  derive  from  him  that  which  could  not  be  attained 
by  our  own  conformity  to  the  lav/. 

2,  The  moral  law  is  of  use  in  particular  to  the  unregene- 
rate.  We  have  considered,  under  the  former  head,  that  it  ir. 
of  use  to  all  men  (among  whom  the  vmregenerate  are  included) 
as  it  gives  them  a  discovery  of  the  pollution  and  guilt  of  sin  ; 
and  now  we  are  led  to  enquire  into  the  consequence  hereof. 
Sin  may  be  charged  on  the  conscience,  and  the  guilt  thereof 
make  it  very  uneasy,  so  that  a  person  mav  apprehend  himself 
under  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law,  and  yet  receive  no 
saving  advantage  hereby .:  he  may  have  a  sight  of  sin,  and  not 
be  truly  humbled  for  it  or  turned  from  it.  In  some,  corrup- 
tion is  hereby  excited,  and  the  soul  grows  worse  than  it  was 
before  ;  thus  the  apostle  says,  sin  taking^  occasion  by  the  com- 
mandment^ xvrought  in  me  all  manner  of  concupiscence^  ver.  8. 
Others,  when  filled  with  a  dread  of  the  wrath  of  God,  are  in- 
clined to  stretch  out  their  hand  against  him,  and  strengthen 
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themselves  against  the   Ahnighty  ;   resolving,  some  way  or 
other,  to  disentangle  themselves,,  though  they  render  thtir  con- 
dition much  worse  thereby.     These  are  compared  to  a  -wild 
bull  in  a  net,  full  of  the  furij  of  the  Lord^  Isa.  li.  20.  or,  as  our 
Saviour  says  concerning  Paul,  before  his  conversion,  theij  kick 
against  the  pricks,  Acts  ix.  5.    Every  step  they  take  to  free 
themselves  from  the  horrible  pit  and  miry  clay,  into  which 
they  are  cast,  sinks  them  deeper  into  it.    Others  are  convinced 
of  sin  by  the  law,  and,  at  the  same  time,  despair  of  obtaining 
mercy ;  they  complain  with  Cain,  Mij  punishment  is  greater 
than  I  can  bear.  Gen.  iv.  13.  or,  as  it  is  in  the  margin,  Mine 
iniquity  is  greater  than  that  it  may  be  forgiven.     These  see 
themselves  lost,  or  condemned  by  the  law,  but  have  n»  sight 
of  Christ  as  coming  into  the  world  to  save  sinners,  or,  at  least, 
the  chief  of  them.   The  wound  is  opened,  but  there  are  no  heal- 
s  ing  medicines  applied.     But  there  are  others  whose  condition 
is  no  less  dangerous,  in  whom  the  xvoitnd  is  healed  slightly^ 
who  say^  Peace^  peace,  xvhen  there  is  no  peace,  Jer.  vi.   14. 
They  are  indeed,  convinced  of  sin,  and  this  is  attended  some- 
times with  an  external  hurniliation,  arising  from  the  dread  oi 
God's  judgments.    This  effect  it  had  in  Pharaoh,  Exod.  x.  16, 
17.  and  Ahab,  1  Kings  xxi.  27 — 29.  and  they  are  ^7illing  to 
part  with  «ome  particular  sins,  while  they  indulge  others,  that 
by  this  partial  reformation  they  may  free  themselves  from  the 
condemning  sentence  of  the  law  ;  but  all  this  is  to  no  purpose, 
sin  gains  strength  hereby,  and  the  guilt  thereof  is  still  increas- 
ed.    This  is  a  wrong  method  taken  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come  J  and  therefore,  when  these  convictions  of  sin  have  a  good 
issue,  in  flying  from  it,  they  have  recourse  to  Christ.     This  is 
called  a  being  driven  to  Christ ;  by  which  we  are  to  understand 
that  they  see  themselves  under  an  unavoidable  necessity  ot  go- 
ing to  him,  as  not  being  able  to  find  peace  or  solid  rest  else- 
where.   But  since  this  effect  is,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  ascribed 
to  the  gospel,  the  law  being  only  the  remote  means  hereof,  I 
would  rather  express  it  by  their  being  drawn  to  him,  or  en- 
couraged by  the  grace  contained  therein,  to  close  with  him  by 
faith ;  and  then  the  work  is  rendered  effectual,  and  convictions 
end  in  a  saving  conversion.    But  if  it  be  otherwise,  or  they 
apply  themselves  to  indirect  means,  to  ease  themselves  of  the 
burden  that  lies  on  them,  they  are  farther  described  as  left  in- 
excusable, and  still  remaining  under  the  curse  and  condemning 
sentence  of  the  law. 

3.  The  moral  law  is  of  use  to  tlie  regenerate.  In  consider- 
ing which  it  may  be  observed ;  that  there  is  something  sup- 
posed in  the  answer,  which  treats  on  this  subject,  namely,  that 
they  who  believe  in  Christ  are  delivered  from  it  as  a  covenant 
of  works ;  which  is  the  only  sense  in  which  we  are  to  uhder- 
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Stand  those  scriptures,  which  speak  of  believers  as  fiot  being 
under  the  laxu^  Rom.  vi.  14.  ^d  being  dead  to  the  lazVy  chap, 
vii.  4.  as  hebig  redeemed  from  the  curse  thereof  Gal.  iii.  13. 
The  moral  law  is  to  be  considered,  in  two  respects,  as  a'rule 
of  life,  and  so  no  one  is  delivered  from  it ;  or  else,  as  a  cove- 
nant of  works,  in  the  same  sense  in  which  it  was  given  to  man 
in  innocency,  the  condition  of  which  was  his  performing  per- 
fect obedience,  in  default  whereof  he  was  liable  to  a  sentence 
of  death.     In  this  latter  respect  a  believer  is  delivered  from  it. 

This  is  the  great  privilege  that  such  are  made  partakers  of 
in  the  gospel ;  which  sets  forth  Christ  as  our  Surety,  perform- 
ing perfect  obedience  for  us,  and  enduring  the  curse  we  were 
liable  to;  so  that  though  it  was  a  covenant  of  works  to  him,  it 
ceases  to  be  so  to  them  who  are  interested  in  him ;  and  Accord- 
ingly it  is  farther  added,  that  they  are  hereby  neither  justified 
nor  condemned.  Not  justified  ;  thus  the  apostle  says.  By  the 
deeds  of  the  law  shall  no  flesh  be  justifled^  Rom.  iii.  20.  This 
is  therefore  only  to  be  expected  from  him  who  is  the  Lord  our 
righteousness^  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  in  xvhom  all  the  seed  of  Israel  shall 
he  justified^  and  ^lory^  Isa.  xlv.  25.  Nor  are  they  condemned 
by  the  law ;  for  that  is  inconsistent  with  a  justified  state  ;  as 
the  apostle  says.  There  is  no  conde7nnation  to  them  xvhich  are 
hi  Christ  jfesiis^  Rom.  viii.  1.  However,  we  must  distinguish 
between  a  believer's  actions  being  condemned  by  the  law,  or 
his  being  reproved  thereby,  and  laid  under  conviction,  for  sins 
daily  committed ;  and  his  being  in  a  condemned  state,  accord- 
ing to  the  sentence  thereof.  We  are  far  from  denying  that  a 
believer  is  under  an  obligation  to  condemn  or  abhor  himself, 
that  is,  to  confess  that  he  deserves  to  be  condemned,  by  God, 
for  the  sins  that  he  commits,  which,  if  he  should  mark,  or  pun- 
ish him  according  to  the  demerit  of,  he  could  not  stand.  Thus 
the  Psalmist  says,  though  speaking  of  himself  as  a  believer, 
and  consequently  in  a  justified  state.  Enter  not  into  jiidgjnent 
with  thy  servant ;  for  in  thy  sight  shall  ?io  man  living  bejusti' 
jiedy  Psal.  cxliii.  2.  This  a  believer  may  say,  and  yet  not  con- 
clude himself  to  be  in  a  state  of  condemnation  ;  inasmuch  as 
he  sees  himself,  by  faith,  to  have  ground  to  determine  that  he 
is  delivered  from,  and  so  not  condemned  by  the  law,  as  a  co- 
venant of  works. 

Moreover,  it  is  observed,  on  the  other  hand,  in  the  answer 
under  our  present  consideration,  that  the  moral  law  is  of  use 
to  a  believer,  in  those  respects  in  which  it  is  of  use  to  all  men ; 
and  therefore  he  is  laid  under  the  strictest  obligation  to  per- 
form all  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  God  and  man,  and  to  be 
humbled  for  those  defects  which  he  has  reason  to  charge  him- 
self with,  which  call  for  the  daily  exercise  of  repentance  to- 
wards Godj  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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But  as  to  the  special  use  of  the  moral  law  to  those  who 
are  regenerate,  as  distinguished  from  all  others,  it  is  said  to 
shew  them  how  much  they  are  bound  to  Christ  for  his  fulfil- 
ling it,  and  enduring  the  curse  thereof  in  their  stead,  and  for 
their  good.  Thus  Christ  is  said  to  be  the  end  of  the  laxv  for 
righteousness^  Rom.  x.  4.  that  is,  he  has  answered  the  end  and 
demand  of  the  law,  by  performing  that  obedience  which  it  re- 
quires, and  thereby  procuring  a  justifying  righteousness,  which 
is  applied  to  every  one  that  believes.  This  lays  them  under  a 
superadded  obligation  to  obedience,  peculiar  to  them  as  be- 
lievers ;  so  that  they  are  not  only  engaged  to  the  practice  of 
universal  holiness,  from  the  consideration  of  the  sovereignty 
of  God  commanding  in  common  with  all  others,  but  from  the 
love  of  Christy  which  does  as  it  were  constrain  them  hereunto, 
2  Cor.  V.  14.  And  hereby  they  are  said  to  be  provoked  to 
more  thankfulness,  as  they  have  greater  inducements  hereunto 
than  any  others ;  and  this  gratitude  cannot  be  better  expressed 
than  by  the  utmost  care  to  approve  themselves  to  him  in  all 
things.  Therefore  the  grace  of  God  is  so  far  from  leading  to 
licentiousness,  that  all  who  have  experienced  it,  are  hereby 
put  upon  the  exercise  of  that  obedience  which  they  owe  to  God 
as  their  rightful  Lord  and  Sovereign,  and  to  Christ  as  their 
gracious  Redeemer,  whom  they  love  entirely;  and  therefore 
teep  his  commandments. 

I  cannot  but  here  take  occasion  to  observe,  not  only  with 
dislike,  but  a  just  indignation,  how  some,  under  a  pretence  of 
religion,  sap  the  very  foundation  of  it,  while  they  frequently 
make  mention  of  the  gospel,  and  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ 
has  made  his  people  free,  and  at  the  same  time  abuse  it,  not 
only  by  practising,  but  pleading  for  licentiousness.  The  Epi- 
cureans were  libei'tines  among  the  Heathen,  and  the  Sadducees 
among  the  Jews;  but  these  were  vile  and  profligate  out  of 
principle ;  either  denying  the  being  of  a  God,  or  disowning 
his  perfections  as  well  as  future  rewards  and  punishments;  and 
therefore  it  is  no  wonder  they  had  no  regard  to  the  divine 
law.  But  I  want  words  to  express  the  wickedness  of  those 
who  pervert  the  gospel  of  Christ,  as  though  that  exempted 
them  from  the  obligation  which  all  are  under  to  universal  obe- 
dience. 

The  apostle  had  to  do  with  some  such  in  his  day ;  and  there- 
fore he  represents  them  as  saying.  Is  the  law  sin  ?  that  is,  since 
we  are  delivered  from  the  condemning  sentence  thereof,  may 
we  not  take  encouragement  from  thence  to  sin  ?  or,  as  he  else- 
where brings  them  in  as  saying,  Shall  rve  contimie  in  sin,  that 
grace  may  abound P  chap.  vi.  I.  To  both  which  he  replies, 
with  the  greatest  detestation,  God  forbid.  After  this,  in  an 
early  age  of  the  church,  the  Nicolaitans,  Rev.  ii.  6.  and  Gnoa^ 
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tics,  and  among  them,  the  Valeminians  held  these  perniciou? 
«;pinions,  and  encouraged  themselves  in  the  practice  of  tht 
greatest  immoralities*.  And  Augustin  spcuks  ot  the  Aetians 
and  Eunomians,  who  lived  in  his  time,  who  pretended  that 
any  one  who  persisted  in  the  vilest  crimes,  would  receive  no 
detriment  thereby,  provided  they  adhered  to  the  sentiments 
which  they  advanced  f.  And  there  are  many,  in  later  ages, 
whose  sentiments  have  been,  in  this  respect,  subversive  ot  all 
religion;  and  from  their  denying  the  obligation  we  are  undei', 
to  yield  obedience  to  the  law  of  God,  are  justly  called  Anti- 
nomians. 

However,  that  we  may  not  appear  to  be  unjust  to  the  cha- 
racters of  men,  let  it  be  considered,  that  we  are  not  here  speak- 
ing of  the  charge  of  Antinomianism,  which  some,  who  defend 
or  oppose  the  doctrines  of  grace,  bring  against  each  other ;  ar> 
supposing  that  their  respective  sentiments  lead  to  licentious- 
ness. The  Papists  and  Pelagians  pretend,  though  unjustly, 
that  the  doctrine  of  predestination,  efficacious  grace,  and  the  , 
final  perseverance  of  the  saints,  is  liable  to  this  charge;  while  / 
they  on  the  other  hand,  lay  themselves  open  to  the  like  charge, 
by  advancing  doctrines  which  have  the  most  pernicious  ten- 
dency, as  subvei-sive  of  practical  godliness,  in  various  instances ; 
particularly  their  asserting,  that  God  in  the  gospel-covenant, 
dispenses  with  imperfect  obedience  instead  of  perfect;  and 
this  is  no  other  than  what  we  are  able  to  perform  without  the 
aids  of  divine  grace.  But  this  we  pass  over,  leaving  each  party 
to  defend  their  scheme  from  this  imputation. 

As  to  others,  who  are  more  especially  known  by  the  cha- 
racter of  Antinomians,  these  are  of  two  sorts,  namely,  such 
who  openly  maintain  that  the  moral  law  is  not  a  rule  of  life  in 
anv  sense;  and  that  good  works  are  not  to  be  insisted  on  as 
having  any  reference  to  salvation;  and  therefore,  if  persons 
presume,  as  they,  according  to  them,  ought  to  do,  that  Christ 
died  for  them,  and  they  were  justified  before  they  had  a  being, 
they  may  live  in  the  practice  of  the  greatest  immoralities,  or 
give  countenance  to  them  that  do  so,  without  entertaining  the 
least  doubt  of  their  salvation;  and  that  it  is  a  preposterous 
thing  for  those  who  thus  presumptuously  conclude  themselves 
to  be  justified,  to  confess  themselves  guilty  of  sin;  since  that 
ivould  be  to  deny  that  the}'  are  in  a  justified  state,  or  in  any 
sense,  to  pray  for  the  pardon  thereof;  since  that  would  argue 
that  it  is  not  forgiven.    Neither  can  they,  with  any  tolerable 

•  Vitl  Cm).  Hist.  lit.  Torn.  I.  Page  30. 

■}"  Viil.  Aug.  dc  JLcres.  Cap.  liv.  where  speaki?ig  of  Eimomivs,  he  saiis,  Fertur 
rtiam  usque  adco  fnisse  bunis  moribus  inimicns,  iit  asseveraret,  quod  niliil  citigitc 
ebesset,  quorumlibet  perpetriitro  ac  perseverantia  pecsatorum,  «  fiiijus  qu£  ab  illc 
docebutur,Jidd purticeps  esset. 
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degree  of  patience,  entertain  the  least  exhortations  to  practical 
godliness;  because  they  pretend,  that  they  are  exempted  Irom 
the  obligation  to  perform  any  i^ranch  thereof,  by  their  not  be- 
ing under  the  law.  Nay,  some  of  them  have  been  so  impudent, 
and  daringly  wicked,  as  to  assert,  that  if  they  should  commit 
murder,  adultery,  or  any  other  crimes  of  the  like  nature,  even 
this  v/ould  be  no  bar  in  the  wav  of  their  salvation;  nor  the 
most  vile  sins  that  can  be  committed,  do  them  any  hurt,  or  in 
the  least  atfect  their  eternal  state.  I  have,  indeed,  sometimes 
thought  that  this  representation  of  Antinomianism  was  no  other 
than  a  consequence,  deduced  from  some  absurd  doctrines  that 
have  been  maintained ;  or  that  so  much  of  hell  could  never  put 
m  the  mask  or  shew  of  religion  in  any  degree ;  and  that  this 
character  belonged  to  none  but  those  who  are  open  and  pro- 
fessed Atheists.  But  though  my  lot  has  not  been  cast  among 
persons  of  so  vile  a  character,  yet  I  have  been  informed,  by 
those  whose  souls  have  been  grieved  with  such  conversation, 
that  there  are  some  in  the  world  who  thus  set  themselves 
against  the  law  of  Ciod. 

There  are  others,  indeed,  who  are  styled  Antinomians, 
whose  conversation  is  blameless,  and  are  not  therefore  to  be 
ranked  with  these  men,  or  judged  Antinomians  in  practice; 
who,  nevertheless,  do  great  disservice  to  the  truth  ;  and,  it  may 
be,  give  occasion  to  some  to  be  licentious,  by  advancing  un- 
guarded expressions,  which  will  admit  of  a  double  construc- 
tion, without  condescending  to  explain  some  bold  positions, 
which  they  occasionally  lay  down. 

Thus  when  they  maintain  eternal  justification,  without  con- 
sidering it  as  an  immanent  act  in  God,  or  as  his  secret  deter- 
mination, not  to  impute  sin  to  those  who  are  given  to  Christ; 
but  ascribe  that  to  it,  which  is  only  to  be  applied  to  justifica- 
tion, as  it  is  the  result  of  God's  revealed  will,  in  which  respect 
it  is  said  to  be  by  faith :  and  when  they  encourage  persons 
from  hence,  to  conclude  that  their  state  is  safe  ;  and  to  main- 
tain that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one  to  believe  that  he4s  thus- 
justified;  this  has  certainly  a  tendency  to  lead  some  out  of  the 
way  of  truth  and  holiness,  whether  they  design  it  or  no.  And 
when  others  speak  diminutively  of  good  works  as  though  they 
were  in  no  sense  necessary  to  salvation,  because  they  are  not 
the  matter  of  our  justification.  This  may  give  occasion  to 
some  to  think  that  they  may  be  saved  without  them. 

And  when  others  deny  the  law  to  be  a  rule  of  life,  or  assert 
that  believers  have  nothing  to  do  with  it ;  though,  it  may  be, 
they  understand  nothing  else  by  it,  but  that  it  is  not  that  rule, 
according  to  '.vhieh  Ciod  proceeds  in  justifying,  or  giving  his 
people  a  right  to  eternal  life;  or,  that  a  believer  is  not  under 
the  lav/;  as  a  covenant  of  works ;  yet  many  would  be  ready  to 
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think  the  words  had  a  different  meaning,  and  so  be  led  out  of 
the  way  thereby,  how  far  soever  this  might  be  from  their  in- 
tention. And  it  a  person  seems  studiously  to  avoid  confessing 
of  sin,  or  praying  for  forgiveness,  some  would  be  ready  to 
judge  of  his  sentiments  by  his  practice  j  and  certainly  our  de- 
nying this  to  be  a  duty  in  any  sense,  is  not  only  contrary  to 
scripture,  but  inconsistent  with  that  humility  and  faith  which 
are  essential  to  practical  godliness.  Or  when  persons  deny  that 
self-examination  is  a  duty ;  and  speak  of  all  marks  and  evi- 
dences of  grace,  though  never  so  just  and  agreeable  to  the 
scripture-account  thereof,  as  legal,  or  a  low  way,  in  order  to  a 
person's  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  himself;  or  suppose  that 
they  are  unnecessary,  as  being  inconsistent  with  the  Spirit's 
testimony;  This  has  a  tendency  to  lead  to  presumption,  which 
is  a  degree  of  licentiousness. 

Moreover,  when  they  assert  that  God  is  not  angry  with  his 
people  for  their  sins,  nor,  in  any  sense,  punishes  them  for  them, 
without  distinguishing  between  fatherly  chastisements,  and  the 
stroke  of  vindictive  justice,  or  the  external  and  sensible  effects 
of  that  hatred  which  God  cannot  but  exercise  against  sin,  and 
his  casting  them  out  of  a  justified  state:  Such  doctrines  as 
these  lead  some  persons  to  licentiousness,  whatever  be  the 
secret  meaning  of  those  that  advance  them. 

We  have  an  instance  of  this,  as  the  historian  observes*,  in 
Agricola,  who  was  Luther's  towns-man,  and  great  admirer; 
who,  as  it  is  probable,  did  not  thoroughly  understand  what  he 
maintained  concerning  the  subserviency  of  the  law  to  the  gos- 
pel, and  its  having  no  place  in  the  justification  of  a  sinner;  or 
else,  from  some  unguarded  expressions,  which  he  was  some- 
times apt  to  make  use  of;  this  friend  of  his  took  occasion  to 
advance  some  Antinomian  tenets,  viz.  that  repentance  ought 
not  to  be  urged  from  the  consideration  of  the  breach  of  the 
law ;  and  that  the  gospel  ought  to  be  preached  to  sinners  be- 
fore they  are  brought  under  conviction  by  the  law;  and  that 
how  scandalous  and  debauched  soever  persons  be  in  their 
lives,  yet,  if  they  do  but  believe  the  promises  of  the  gospel, 
they  shall  be  justified.  In  this,  Agricola  was  followed  by  a 
party  of  men;  and  accordingly  Antinomianism  is  said  to  have 
taken  its  rise,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  from  that  time.  Luther, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  forced  to  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to 
rectify  his  mistakes ;  which,  though  it  tended  to  his  conviction, 
yet  it  did  not  put  a  stop  to  the  spread  of  his  errors,  which  he 
had  before  propagated. 

As  for  those  who  were  charged  with  Antinomianism  in 
England,  in  the  last  century,  such  as  Dr.  Crisp,  Eaton,  Salt- 

*  See  Sited.  Comment,  de  Sfat.  Relig,  &  Repub.  Lib.  xij 
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marsh,  Town,  and  others,  whatever  their  design  might  be,  and 
how  much  soever  they  were  remote  from  the  charge  of  Anti- 
nomianism  in  practice ;  though  it  be  alleged  in  their  vindica- 
tion, by  some,  that  the  principal  thing  they  had  in  view,  was 
to  bear  their  testimony  against  the  prevailing  doctrine  of  Ar- 
minianism,  that  was  studiously  propagated  by  some  persons  of 
great  character  and  influence  in  the  nation :  Nevertheless,  we 
cannot  but  conclude,  that  they  had  done  more  service  to  the 
cause  of  truth,  had  they  been  more  cautious  in  explaining  their 
sentiments,  and  saved  those,  who  had  favourable  thoughts  of 
them  in  other  respects,  the  trouble  of  producing  some  expres- 
sions out  of  their  writings,  to  convince  the  world  that  they  did 
not  hold  those  dangerous  notions  which  were  charged  upoa 
them:  and  it  is  too  evident  to  be  denied,  that  many  have 
taken  them  in  the  worst  sense ;  who  have  from  hence  been 
ready  to  charge  the  most  important  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  as 
leading  to  licentiousness,  and  this  has  made  some  more  spar- 
ing in  defending  those  truths  which  ought  to  have  been  insist- 
ed on,  and  explained,  though  in  other  words  more  intelligible 
and  unexceptionable. 


Quest.  XCVIII.  Where  is  the  moral  law  summarily  compre- 
hended? 

Answ.  The  moral  law  is  summarily  comprehended  in  the 
Ten  commandments,  which  were  delivered  by  the  voice  of 
God  upon  mount  Sinai,  and  written  by  him  in  two  tables  of 
stone,  and  are  recorded  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of  Exodus ; 
the  four  first  Commandments  containing  our  duty  to  God, 
and  the  other  six  our  duty  to  man. 

HAVING  considered  the  moral  law,  as  written  on  the 
heart  of  man  at  first,  and  the  knowledge  thereof,  in  some 
degree  attainable  by  all  who  exercise  their  reasoning  powers : 
We  are  in  this,  and  some  following  answers,  led  to  consider 
that  epitome,  or  abstract  thereof,  that  was  given  to  the  Israelites 
by  the  voice  of  God  upon  mount  Sinai,  which  is  contained  in 
the  Ten  Commandments. 

But  since  we  are  considering  this  instance  of  divine  conde- 
scension to  them,  it  may  not  be  reckoned  altogether  foreign  to 
our  present  design,  for  us  to  give  some  brief  account  of  those 
other  laws  which  God  gave,  together  with  the  moral  law ; 
most  of  which  were  communicated  from  mount  Sinai  -.  And 
therefore  we  may  observe,  that  together  with  the  moral  law, 
there  were  several  forensic  or  judicial  laws  given  by  God  for 
the  government  of  the  people  of  Israel,  which  more  especially 
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respected  their  civil  rights.  And  there  were  other  laws  which 
had  a  more  immediate  subserviency  to  their  attaining  the 
knowledge  of  those  things  which  related  to  the  way  of  salva- 
tion by  the  promised  Messiah,  which  are  more  fully  revealed 
in  the" gospel:  And  this  is  what  we  call  the  ceremonial  law. 
Both  these  are  to  be  considered  before  we  come  to  speak  con- 
cerning the  moral  law,  as  summarily  comprehended  in  the 
Ten  Commandments. 

I.  Concerning  the  judicial  law.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that 
so  great  a  people,  so  much  interested  in  the  care  of  God,  to 
%vhom  he  condescended  to  be  their  king,  should  be  without  a 
body  of  laws  for  their  government :  Accordingly  there  were 
some  given  them  by  him,  which  were  founded  in,  and  agree- 
able to  the  law  of  nature  and  nations ;  which  all  well-governed 
states  observe  unto  this  day,  viz.  that  murder  should  be  pun- 
ished v/idi  death;  theft  with  restitution,  or  some  other  punish- 
ment that  may  best  tend  to  deter  from  it.  Moreover,  besides 
these,  there  were  other  judicial  laws  given  to  Israel,  which  had 
a  more  immediate  tendency  to  promote  their  civil  welfare,  as 
a  nation  distinguished  from  all  others  in  the  world  ;  which 
laws  expired  when  their  civil  policy  was  extinct.  And  these 
were, 

1.  Such  as  tended  to  prevent  the  alienation  of  inheritances 
from  the  respective  families  to  which  they  were  at  first  given. 
Accordingly  God  commanded,  that  if  a  man  died  without 
children,  his  brother  should  marry  his  widow  to  raise  up  seed 
to  him,  to  inherit  his  estate  and  name,  Deut.  xxv.  5,  6.  Matt, 
xxii.  24. 

2.  If  an  Israelite  was  v/axen  poor,  and  obliged  to  sell  his 
land,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts ;  the  purchaser  was  to  ad- 
mit any  of  his  family  to  redeem  it ;  or,  if  they  could  not,  he 
was,  nevertheless,  to  restore  the  land  at  the  year  of  JnhUcey 
which  was  every  fiftieth  year,  Levit.  xxv.  11,  12,  13,  25, 
26,  27. 

3.  If  an  Hebrew  servant  was  sold  for  the  payment  of  debts, 
which  he  could  not  otherwise  discharge  ;  his  master  was  oblig- 
ed to  release  him  after  six  years  service,  JExod.  xxi.  2.  But  if 
the  servant  chose  to  stay  with  his  master  longer  than  that  time, 
out  of  the  love  he  bore  to  him ;  then  he  was  to  have  his  ear 
bored,  as  a  token  that  he  should  serve  him,  without  being  sub- 
ject to  the  aforesaid  laws,  which  made  provision  for  his  dis- 
charge after  a  certain  number  of  years,  ver.  5,  6. 

4.  The  land  was  to  lie  untilled,  and  the  vine-yards  and  olive- 
yards  were  to  be  free  for  every  one  to  come  and  eat  of  the 
fruit  thereof  every  seventh  year;  designed  more  especially  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  amongst  them,  who  had  no  distinct  in- 
heritance of  their  own,  chap,  xxiii.  10. 
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'3.  They  were  prohibited  from  taking  usury  of  an  Israelite, 
though  thev  might  of  a  stranger.  The  reason  of  which  law- 
might  be,  either  that  they  might  exercise  brotherly  kindness 
and  charity  to  one  another,  in  which  sense  the  law' is  in  force 
to  this  day ;  especially  when  the  poor  borrow  money  to  supply 
themselves  with  necessary  food,  in  which  case  it  is  now  un- 
lawful to  take  usury.  Or  else  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  the 
Israelites  lived  upon  their  farms  or  cattle,  by  which  they  sel- 
dom got  more  than  what  was  a  necessary  provision  for  their 
families.  And  therefore  the  paying  usury  whenever  they  were 
necessitated  to  borrow  money,  would  have  procured  their  ruin 
in  the  end.  Therefore  they  were  not  to  take  usury  of  an  Is- 
raelite, but  of  a  stranger  they  might;  because  they  enriched 
themselves  by  merchandise,  and  were  gainers  in  a  way  of 
trade,  by  what  they  borrowed. 

6.  All  the  males  were  to  come  up  to  Jerusalem,  to  appear 
before  God,  and  perform  public  worship  in  the  temple  three 
times  a  year,  viz.  at  the  solemn  festivals ;  the  pass.over,  pente- 
cost,  and  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  Deut.  xvi.  16,  17. 

r.  Six  cities  of  refuge  v^^ere  appointed  for  those  to  fly  to,  for 
pi'otection,  who  killed  any  one  by  accident.  Though  a  near 
kinsman,  as  an  avenger  of  blood  might  kill  the  man-slayer  be- 
fore he  came  to  one  of  these  cities.  The  design  of  which  law 
was  to  induce  them  to  take  care  that  none  might  lose  their 
lives  through  inadvertency.  And  there  was  provision  made  in 
these  cities  for  the  man-slayer  to  dwell  safely;  whereby  a  just 
difference  was  put  between  such  an  one,  and  a  wilful  murderer, 
Numb.  XXXV.  15,  26,  27.  Thus  concerning  the  judicial  laws. 

II.  We  now  proceed  to  coixsider  the  ceremonial  laws  that 
were  given  thejn,  the  end  whereof  w^s  to  lead  them  into  the 
knowledge  of  Christ,  and  the  way  of  salvation  by  him,  then 
to  come,  Heb.  x.  1.  Gal.  iii.  24,  25.  These  may  be  considered 
under  six  heads,  which  we  shall  speak  briefly  to; 

[1.]  It  was  ordained,  that  all  their  males  should  be  circum- 
cised. This  was  designed  to  be  a  visible  mark  put  on  the 
church,  whom  God  had  set  apart  for  himself,  that  hereby  they 
might  be  distinguished  from  the  world :  But  the  principal  de- 
sign hereof  was,  that  it  might  be  a  sign  or  seal  of  the  blessings 
of  the  covenant  of  grace,  in  which  God  promised  that  he 
would  be  a  God  to  them;  and  they  were  hereby  to  own  them- 
selves as  his  people.  Gen.  xvii.  7,  10. 

[2.]  There  were  various  ways  whereby  persons  were  reck- 
oned unclean,  and  ordinances  appointed  for  their  cleansing- 
They  were  rendered  unclean,  by  eating  those  birds,  beasts, 
fishes,  and  creeping  things,  which  God  had  pronounced  un- 
clean, and  not  designed  for  food,  Lev.  xi.  Moreover,  they 
were  polluted  by  touching  the  dead  bodies  of  such  unclean 
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birds,  beasts,  fishes,  or  creeping  things,  ver.  31.  Again,  some 
diseases,  incident  to  the  bodies  of  men,  which  were  more  than 
ordinarily  noisome,  rendered  them  unclean,  as  the  issue,  le- 
prosy, £s?c.  Lev.  XV.  2,  £5?  seq.  and  ch.  xiii.  and  the  clothes 
they  wore,  the  houses  they  lived  in,  the  beds  on  which  they 
lay,  their  ovens  and  the  vessels  used  in  eating  or  drinking, 
were,  on  several  accounts,  deemed  unclean,  and  accordingly 
were  either  to  be  cleansed  or  destroyed;  otherwise  the  owners 
thereof  would  be  polluted  hereby  *. 

This  law  vvas  designed  to  signify  how  odious  and  abomin- 
able  sin,  which  is  a  moral  pollution,  is,  in  God's  account,  who 
is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity^  Hab.  i,  13.  We  might 
also  observe ;  that  there  are  various  ordinances  appointed  for 
their  cleansing,  in  order  to  which,  several  sacrifices  were  to  be 
offered,  and  divers  washings  with  water.  Lev.  xiii — 15.  The 
former  of  these  signified  the  way  of  our  being  delivered  from 
sin  by  the  blood  of  C^hrist,  as  the  procuring  cause  of  forgive- 
ness, Heb.  ix.  13,  14.  Eph.  i.  7.  the  latter,  our  being  cleansed 
from  sin  by  the  internal,  powerful  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  in  regeneration  and  sanctification,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25—- 
27.  Heb.  X.  22.  Tit.  iii.  5,  6. 

[3.]  There  were  holy  places,  such  as  the  tabernacle  and 
temple,  with  the  vessels  and  ornaments  thereof.  The  taberna- 
cle was  erected  according  to  the  pattern  which  God  shewed  to 
Moses  in  the  mount,  Exod.  xxv.  40.  and  was  so  framed,  that 
it  might  be  taken  to  pieces,  and  removed  from  place  to  place, 
as  often  as  the  host  of  Israel  changed  their  station  in  the  wild- 
erness: And  accordingly  there  were  Levites  appointed  to  take 
it  down  and  set  it  up ;  and  also  waggons  with  oxen,  to  carry 
it,  excepting  those  parts  of  it  which  belonged  to  the  holiest  of 
all,  which  were  to  be  carried  on  their  shoulders,  Numb.  vii.  G. 

The  temple  was  that  fixed  place  appointed  for  public  wor- 
ship at  Jerusalem ;  first  built  by  Solomon,  and  afterwards  re- 
built by  Zerubbabel.  And  both  this  and  the  tabernacle  signified, 
that  God  would  dwell  in  the  midst  of  his  people,  and  accept 
of  that  solemn  and  instituted  worship  that  was  to  be  performed 
by  his  church,  in  all  ages.  This  was  designed  to  be  a  type  of 
the  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  is  styled  Emmanuel^ 
God rvith  us;  and  in  allusion  hereunto,  he  calls  his  body  a 
temple^  John  ii.  19. 

Moreover,  the  courts  of  this  tabernacle  and  temple,  and  the 
ministry  performed  therein,  had  each  their  respective  signifi- 
cation annexed  to  them.  That,  in  which  the  priests  came  daily 
to  minister,  wherein  gifts  and  sacrifices  were  offered,  prefigur- 
ed Christ's  offering  himself  a  sacrifice  upon  earth,  for  the  sin? 

*  See  a  particular  account  hereof  in  Lev.  xi.  15.  Chapters. 
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of  his  people.  And  the  inner  court,  which  was  the  holiest  of 
all,  into  winch  none  but  the  high-priest  was  to  enter,  and  that 
with  blood  and  incense,  signified  Christ's  entering  Into  heaven-^ 
to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us,  Heb.  ix.  24. 

As  for  the  vessels  of  the  tabernacle  and  temple,  these  were 
either  such  as  were  in  the  first  court,  which  is  also  called  the^ 
sanctuary;  in  -which  was  the  candlestick,  the  table,  and  the 
shexv-bread.  Lev.  xxiv.  2 — 7.  Heb.  ix.  2.  the  laver  and  the 
altar.  Exod.  xxx.  18.  all  which  were  designed  for  types.  The 
candlestick  signified  the  church,  and  the  preaching  the  gospel 
therein;  whereby  light  is  held  forth  to  the  world.  Rev.  i.  20. 
Matt.  v.  14.  The  shew-bread  set  up,  signified  the  communion 
which  the  members  of  the  church  have  with  Christ,  and  with 
one  another,  1  Cor.  x.  17.  as  he  styles  himself,  the  bread  of 
life,  or,  the  bread  of  God,  xvhich  cometh  doxvn  from  heaven,  and 
giveth  life  unto  the  world,  John  vi.  ZZ.  The  laver  signified, 
that  when  we  draw  nigh  to  God,  our  persons  and  services 
ought  to  be  puj-e  and  holy ;  to  which  the  apostle  alludes,  when 
he  says.  Let  tis  draxv  near  with  a  true  heart,  infdl  assurance 
of  faith,' haz'ing  our  hearts  sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience, 
and  our  bodies  xvashed  with  pure  water,  Heb.  x.  22.  The  altar, 
which  was  holy,  and  sanctified  the  gift  that  the  high-priest  of- 
fered thereon,  Matt,  xxiii.  19.  so  that  every  thing  that  touched 
it  xvas  holy,  Exod.  xxix.  37.  this  signified,  that  the  divine  na- 
ture of  Christ  added  an  infinite  worth  to  what  he  did  in  the 
human;  in  which  he  offered  himself  a  sacrifice  to  God.  These 
were  the  vessels  in  the  outer  court. 

The  vessels  in  the  inward  court,  or  holiest  of  all  in  xvhich 
xvere  the  golden  censer,  the  ark  of  the  covenant,  and  the  Cheru- 

bims  of  glory  shadowing  the  mercy  seat,  Heb.  ix.  3 5.  were 

a  symbol  and  type  of  God's  special  presence  with  his  people, 
which  is  their  glory ;  or  of  the  Son  of  God's  dwelling  with  us, 
in  our  nature.  The  mercy-seat,  which  was  placed  over  it,  sig- 
nified that  the  mercy  of  God  was  displayed  to  sinners,  through 
Christ.  The  chcrubims  of  glory  with  their  wings  spread,  over- 
shadowing and  looking  down  upon  the  mercy-seat,  signified 
that  the  angels  behold  and  admire  the  stupendous  work  of  re- 
demption, 1  Pet.  i.  12.  The  altar  of  incense,  and  the  golden 
censer,  were  types  of  the  intercession  of  Christ  for  his  people ; 
and  its  fragrancy  typified  the  acccptableness  thereof  in  the 
sight  of  God. 

There  were,  besides  these,  three  more  things  in  the  holiest 
of  all,  which  are  particularly  mentioned,  viz.  the  pot  of  manna, 
which  was  miraculously  preserved  from  corruption  throughout 
their  generations,  as  a  memorial  of  the  bread  which  God  had 
fed  them  with  in  the  wilderness,  and  a  type  of  Christ,  the 
bread  of  life,  who  was  to  come  down  from  heaven,  John  vi. 

Vol.  III.  3  H 
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48 — 50.  There  was  also  Aaron's  rod,  -which  was  preserved 
in  memory  of  the  wonders  that  were  wrought  by  it  in  Egypt, 
at  the  Red  Sea,  and  in  the  wilderness:  And  it  is  said  to  have 
blcosomcd  and  yielded  almonds^  Numb.  xvii.  8.  which  seemed 
to  typify  the  flourishing  state  of  the  gospel ;  which  is  called. 
The  rod  of  God'' s  strength^  Psal.  ex.  2.  Moreover,  the  two 
tables  of  the  law  were  put  into  the  ark,  v/herehy  the  exceeding 
holiness  of  it  vvas  signified ;  and  also  that  the  law  should  be 
fulfilled  and  magnified  by  Christ,  when  he  came  to  dwell 
among  us.  Thus  we  have  given  a  brief  account  of  the  holy 
vessels  of  the  temple  and  tabernacle. 

We  might  also  have  added,  that  there  were  various  orna- 
ments thereof;  they  were  adorned  with  silver,  gold,  and  pre- 
cious stones,  carved,  and  curious  needle-work;  which  rendered 
them  exceeding  rich  and  beautiful.  The  temple  in  particular, 
was  the  wonder  of  the  world,  far  surpassing  all  other  buildings, 
either  before  or  since,  Exod.  xxv.  3 — 7.  1  Chron.  xxix.  2 — 5^ 
And  this  may  be  supposed  to  shadow  forth  the  spiritual  beauty 
and  glory  of  the  gospel-church,  and  of  the  heavenly  state,  in 
which  it  shall  be  brought  to  its  utmost  perfection.  Rev.  xxi. 
11 — 23.  Thus  concerning  those  holy  places,  which  were  im- 
mediately designed  for  worship. 

There  were  other  holy  places,  such  as  the  land  of  Canaan, 
which  was  styled  the  Iloltj  land^  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  a 
holy  nation,  or  the  people  of  his  holiness^  Isa.  Ixiii.  18.  And  as 
this  was  a  place  where  God  gave  them  rest,  and  a  settlement, 
after  forty  years  travel  in  the  wilderness,  it  was  a  type  of  that 
rest  which  the  church  was  to  expect  from  Christ  under  the 
gospel,  Isa.  xi.  10.  Heb.  iv.  9.  Moreover,  Jerusalem  was  an 
holy  city,  Nehem.  xi.  1.  Matt.  iv.  5.  because  thither  the  tribes 
went  up  to  worship,  Psal.  cxxii.  4.  and  God  was  present  with 
them  there,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  27,  28. 

[4.]  There  were  other  laws  that  respected  those  whom  God 
•had  appointed  to  be  ministers  in  holy  things.  These  were  the 
Priests  and  Levites,  who  were  to  assist  them  in  some  parts  of 
their  office ;  but  especially  the  high-priest,  Avho  was  the  chief 
or  head  of  them  all,  who  is  considered  as  an  eminent  type  of 
Christ's  Priestly  office  in  several  respects,  Heb.  v.  1 — 5.  And 
there  were  various  ceremonies  instituted,  which  were  observed 
in  their  consecration  of  them ;  particularly  they  were  to  be 
washed  with  water,  Exod.  xxix.  4.  which  was  a  rite  used  in 
the  consecration  of  persons  and  things  ;  and  signified,  that  they 
who  ministred  in  holy  things,  should  be  holy  in  their  conver- 
sation. Moreover,  there  were  several  garments  to  be  made  and 
put  on  them,  which  are  styled  holif^  and  designed  for  glory 
and  for  beauty^  chap,  xxviii.  2,  (is?  seq.  These  signified  the 
dignity  and  holiness  of  Christ's  priesthood.  And  particularly 
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the  breast-plate,  which  was  only  worn  by  the  high-priest, 
adorned  with  precious  stones,  on  which  the  names  of  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel  were  engraven,  with  which  he  was  to  go  into 
the  holy  of  holies.  This  signified  the  concern  of  Christ's  peo- 
ple in  the  execution  of  his  Priestly  office,  and  his  representing 
them  when  appearing  in  the  presence  of  God  for  them.  Again, 
they  were  anointed  with  the  precious  ointment,  compounded 
for  that  purpose,  chap.  xxx.  25,  30.  whereby  they  were  set 
apart,  or  consecrated  to  minister  in  the  priest's  office,  and  were 
types  of  Christ ;  upon  which  account  he  is  said  to  be  anointed 
with  the  oil  of  gladness  above  hisfelloxus^  Psal.  xlv.  7. 

[5.]  There  were  other  laws  respecting  the  temple-service, 
or  the  gifts  and  sacrifices  that  were  to  be  offered  there.  There 
were  many  gifts  presented  or  devoted  to  God ;  some  of  which 
were  not  designed  for  sacrifice,  but  to  testify  their  acknow- 
ledgment of  God's  right  to  all  we  are  and  have ;  and  among 
these,  the  first  ripe  fruits  were  offered,  or  presented,  as  gifts 
to  him,  Exod.  xxix.  29.  As  for  those  things  that  were  design- 
ed for  sacrifice,  these  were  offered,  and  their  blood  poured 
forth  on  the  altar ;  which  signified  the  expiation  of  sin  by  the 
blood  of  Jesus,  Heb.  ix.  22,  23,  26.  And  that  part  of  the 
high-priest's  office,  which  respected  his  carrying  the  blood  v/ith 
the  incense,  into  the  holiest  of  all,  was  a  type  of  Christ's  en- 
tering into  heaven^  there  to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for 
his  people,  chap.  ix.  24. 

[6.]  There  were  other  laws  that  respected  the  holy  times  or 
festivals,  appointed  for  solemn  worship.  Some  of  these  were 
monthly,  as  the  new  moons;  others  annual,  as  the  passover; 
which  was  not  only  a  sign  memorizing  their  having  been 
formerly  delivered  from  the  sword  of  the  destroying  angel, 
when  he  slew  the  first-born  of  Egypt;  but  it  typified  our  deli- 
verance from  the  stroke  of  vindictive  justice,  on  which  account 
Christ  is  called  our  passover^  1  Cor.  v.  7.  There  was  also  the 
feast  of  harvest,  in  which  the  first-fruits  were  presented  to 
God  as  an  acknowledgment  that  he  has  a  right  to  the  best  of 
our  time  and  service.  There  was  also  the  feast  of  tabernacles ; 
which  not  only  called  to  remembrance  their  dwelling  in  tents 
in  the  wilderness,  but  was  an  acknowledgment  that  We  are 
strangers  and  sojourners  upon  earth ;  and  was  also  a  type  of 
Christ,  who  was  expected  to  come  and  pitch  his  tabernacle 
among  us  in  his  incarnation.  There  are  many  other  laws,  both 
judicial  and  ceremonial,  that  I  might  have  mentioned;  but 
since  these  things  are  only  spoken  of  occasionally,  as  being 
imparted  by  God  to  Israel,  by  the  hand  of  Moses,  from  mount 
Sinai,  at  the  same  time,  or  soon  after,  the  Ten  Commandments 
were  given,  Deut.  iv.  12,  13.  we  shall  add  no  more  concerning 
them,  but  proceed, 
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To  consider  what  is  particularly  mentioned  iu  this  answer, 
concerning  God's  giving  this  abstract  of  the  moral  law  con- 
tained in  them,  which  were  first  delivered  by  a  voice ;  in 
which  respect  God  is  said  to  have  talked  7vit/i  them  face  to  facc^ 
chap.  V.  4.  but  at  the  same  time  there  were  many  ensigns  of 
terrible  majestv  attending  the  delivery  of  this  law ;  the  inoun- 
tain  burned  xvithjire^  Exod.  xix.  18.  There  were  lig-htnings^ 
thunder'ings^  and  earthquakes^  and  the  sound  of  a  trumpet,  that 
xuaxed  louder  and  louder ;  xvhich  made  the  people,  and  Moses 
himself  exceedinghj  tremble,  Exod.  xx.  18.  Heb.  xii.  18,  19. 
and  there  was  the  ministry  of  angels  who  performed  that  part 
of  the  work  which  they  were  employed  in  on  this  solemn  oc- 
casion. This  is  described  in  a  majestic  style,  becoming  the 
subject  insisted  on,  when  it  is  said,  The  Lord  came  from  Sinai, 
and  rose  up  from  Seir  unto  them;  he  shined  forth  from  mount 
Paran,  and  he  came  xvith  ten  thousands  of  saints ;  from  his 
right  hand  xvent  a  fiery  law,  Deut.  xxxiii.  2.  Their  ministry 
miR;ht  probably  consist  in  their  forming  the  thunder,  lightnings, 
and  tempest.  Nevertheless,  the  law  \vas  not  originally  from 
them,  but  given  immediately  by  God.  And  the  design  of  its 
being  given  in  such  an  awful  and  majestic  way  was,  that  God 
might  hereby  set  forth  his  greatness,  and  fill  them  with  a  re- 
verential fear  of  him ;  and  to  intimate,  that  if  they  did  not 
yield  obedience  to  him,  they  were  to  expect  nothing  else  but 
to  be  consumed  by  the  fire  of  his  jealousy.  However,  it  was 
not  an  intimation  that  he  designed  to  destroy,  but  to  prove 
them  ;  as  it  is  said,  that  his  fear  might  be  before  their  faces, 
that  theij  should  not  sin,  Exod.  xx.  20.  That  which  we  may 
farther  observe  is,  that  after  God  had  delivered  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments by  words  j  he  wrote  them  with  his  own  finger,  on 
two  tables  of  stone ;  in  which  the  moral  law  is  summarily  com- 
prehended ;  which  is  particularly  explained  in  several  following 
answers. 


Quest.  XCIX.  What  rules  are  to  be  observed  for  the  right  un- 
derstanding  of  the  Ten  Commandments? 

Ansav.  For  the  right  understanding  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, these  rules  are  to  be  observed, 

I.  That  the  law  is  perfect,  and  bindeth  every  one  to  full  con- 
formity in  the  whole  man  unto  the  righteousness  thereof, 
and  unto  entire  obedience,  for  ever,  so  as  to  require  the 
utmost  perfection  of  every  duty,  and  to  forbid  the  least  de- 
gree of  every  sin. 
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This  implies,  that  how  unable  soever  we  are  to  yield  perfect 
obedience,  yet  it  does  not  cease  to  be  a  duty.  And  though 
some  sins  are  smaller  than  others,  yet  the  least  is  contrary  to 
the  law  of  God ;  and  therefore  not  to  be  committed  by  us. 

II.  That  it  is  spiritual,  and  so  reacheth  the  understanding,  will, 
affections,  and  all  other  powers  of  the  soul,  as  well  as  words, 
works,  and  gestures. 

This  denotes  that  obedience  ought  to  be  performed  in  a 
spiritual  manner.  God  is  to  be  worshipped  with  our  spirits ; 
without  which,  all  external  modes  of  worship  will  avail  no- 
thing. Nevertheless,  external  worship  is  to  be  performed  and 
expressed  by  words,  works,  and  gestures  ;  which  supposes  that 
our  understandings  are  rightly  informed,  or  that  we  do  not 
worship  an  unknown  God,  and  that  our  wills  express  a  readi- 
ness to  obey  him  out  of  choice,  and  without  the  least  reluc  - 
tancy ;  and  our  affections  must  centre  in  him,  as  performing 
the  duties  incumbent  on  us,  v/ith  the  utmost  delight  and  plea- 
sure. 

III.  That,  one  and  the  same  thing,  in  divers  respects,  is  re- 
quired or  forbidden,  in  several  commandments. 

Thus  covetousness  is  forbidden  in  the  Tenth  Commandment. 
Nevertheless,  as  hereby  the  w^orld  is  loved  more  than  God,  it 
is  a  breach  of  the  first  Commandment,  and  as  such  is  styled 
idolatri/j  Col.  iii.  5. 

JV.  That,  as,  where  a  duty  is  commanded,  the  contrary  sin  is 
forbidden,  and  where  a  sin  is  forbidden,  the  contrary  dutj'' 
is  commanded.  So,  where  a  promise  is  annexed,  the  con- 
trary threatening  is  iucluded;  and  where  a  threatening  is 
annexed,  the  contrary  promise  is  included. 

Thus  the  fifth  Commandment  requires  us  to  honour  our 
superiors;  therefore  it  forbids  our  reproaching  or  doing  any 
thing  dishonourable  or  injurious  to  them.  Matt.  xv.  4.  The 
eight  Commandment  forbids  stealing;  and  it  also  requires  th- 
contrary  duty,  namely,  that  we  should  labour  for  a  competen'j 
maintenance,  that  we  may  not  be  exposed  to  any  temptatiou 
thereunto.  Thus  it  is  said,  Let  him  that  stole,  steal  no  morc^ 
but  rather  let  him  labour^  zuorking  xvith  his  hands  the  thing- 
xvhich  is  good^  that  he  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needcth^ 
Eph.  iv.  28.  Moreover,  as  there  is  a  promise  of  long  life  an- 
nexed to  the  fifth  Commandment,  this  includes  the  contrary 
threatening  to  those  that  break  it.  Thus  it  is  said.  The  eye 
that  mocketh  at  his  father^  and  despissth  to  obey  his  mother^  tj.e 
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ravens  of  the  valley  shall  pick  it  oiity  and  the  ijoung  eag-les  shall 
eat  it,  Prov.  xxx.  17.  And  on  the  other  hand,  whatever 
threatening  is  annexed  to  any  commandment,  the  contrary  pro- 
mise is  included,  and  belongs  to  those  that  repent  of,  or  abhor, 
and  turn  from  the  sin  therein  forbidden.  Thus  it  is  said,  At 
what  instant  I  speak  concerning  a  natio7i,  and  concerning  a 
kingdom,  to  pluck  tip  and  to  pull  down,  and  to  destroy  it.  If 
that  natioji  against  rvhom  I  have  pronounced  turn  from  their 
evil,  I  will  repent  of  the  evil  that  I  thought  to  do  unto  them, 
Jer.  xviii.  7,  8. 

V.  That  M^hat  God  forbids,  is  at  no  time  to  be  done ;  what  he 
commands,  is  always  our  duty,  and  yet  every  particular 
duty,  is  not  to  be  done  at  all  times. 

Thus  sin  is,  under  no  pretence  to  be  committed.  Accord- 
ingly Moses,  when  he  was  in  a  prosperous  condition  in  Pha- 
raoh's court,  though  he  might  have  pretended,  that  his  great- 
ness, and  the  advantages  which  Israel  might  have  expected 
from  it,  might  have  been  an  excuse  for  his  continuing  to  enjoy 
the  pleasures  of  sin  there.  Nevertheless,  he  was  sensible  that 
this  would  not  exempt  him  from  guilt;  therefore  he  forsook 
Bgifpt,  and  chose  rather  to  sufft;r  affAction  xvith  the  people  of 
God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  sin,  Heb.  xi.  25.  Again, 
what  God  commands  is  always  a  duty;  so  that  there  is  no 
season  of  life  in  which  it  ceases  to  be  so :  as  for  instance, 
praying,  reading,  hearing  the  word,  &c.  Nevertheless  these 
duties  are  not  actually  to  be  engaged  in  every  moment  of  our 
lives.  It  is  always  our  duty  to  visit  the  sick,  comfort  the 
afflicted,  defend  the  oppressed;  but  such  objects  do  not  always 
present  themselves  to  us,  so  as  to  render  it  our  duty  at  ail 
times. 

VI.  That,  under  one  sin  or  duty,  all  of  the  same  kind  are  for- 
bidden or  commanded,  together  with  all  the  causes,  means, 
occasions,  and  appearances  thereof,  and  provocations  there- 
unto. 

Thus,  according  to  the  fourth  Commandment,  it  is  our  duty 
to  sanctify  the  Sabbath,  and  consequently  to  avoid  every  thing 
that  may  be  a  means  or  occasion  of  our  breach  of  it.  In  the 
sixth  Commandment  murder  is  forbidden;  so  is  likewise  all 
sinful  passion  or  anger  with  our  brethren  without  a  cause, 
Matt.  v.  22.  And  in  the  seventh,  adultery  is  forbidden;  so 
is  also  looking  on  a  woman  to  lust  after  her.  Matt.  v.  28.  And 
as  we  are  obliged  to  abstain  from  every  sin  forbidden,  so  from 
all  appearance  of  evil,  1  Thes.  v.  22.  or  what  may  be  an  occa- 
sion of  it.     Thus  fathers  are  not  to  provoke  their  children  to 
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ivratfi^  Eph.  vi.  4.  and  according  to  the  moral  reason  of  the 
command,  we  are  not  to  provoke  any  one  to  wrath,  or  do  that 
which  may  excite  their  corruptions. 

VII.  That,  what  is  forbidden  or  commanded  to  ourselves,  we 
are  bound,  according  to  our  places,  to  endeavour  that  it  may 
be  avoided  or  performed  by  others,  according  to  the  duty 
of  their  places. 

Not  to  endeavour  to  prevent  sin  in  others,  is,  in  effect,  to 
commit  it  ourselves.  Thus  Eli  contracted  the  guilt  of  his  sons 
crimes,  by  not  endeavouring  to  prevent  them.  And  persons 
are  said  to  hate  tht'ir  brethren  in  their  hearts  who  do  not  re- 
buke therriy  but  suffer  sin  upon  them^  Lev.  xix.  17.  And  Abra- 
ham is  commended  in  that  he  should  C07nviand  his  household 
after  him^  that  they  should  keep  the  way  ofthe  Lord-,  Gen.  xviii. 
19.  From  hence  it  follows,  that  it  is  a  duty  for  parents  to 
instruct  their  children  in  the  ways  of  God,  Deut.  vi.  6,  7. 

VIII.  That,  in  what  is  commanded  to  others,  we  are  bound 
according  to  our  places  and  callings,  to  be  helpful  to  them, 
and  to  take  heed  of  partaking  with  others  in  what  is  forbid- 
den them. 

That  we  are  to  be  helpful  to  others,  in  that  which  is  their 
duty,  appears,  from  our  obligation  to  endeavour  that  God  may 
be  glorified.  Therefore  we  are,  to  our  utm.ost,  to  promote 
their  faith  and  joy  in  Christ.  Thus  the  apostle  says,  We  are 
helpers  of  your  joy^  2  Cor.  i.  24.  And,  on  the  other  hand, 
we  ought  to  take  care  that  we  do  not  partake  with  others  in 
their  sin.  Thus  the  Psalmi"t  says,  When  thou  saxvest  a  thief 
then  thou  consentedst  ivith  nim,  and  hast  been  partaker  zviih 
adulterers^  Psal.  1.  18. 

Quest.  C.  What  special  things  are  tue  to  consider  in  the  Ten 
Commandments  P 

Answ.  We  are  to  consider  in  the  Ten  Commandments,  the 
preface,  the  substance  of  the  Commandments  themselves, 
and  several  reasons  annexed  to  some  of  them,  the  more  to 
inforce  them. 

Quest.  CI.  What  is  the  preface  to  the  Ten  Commandments. 

Answ.  The  preface  to  the  Commandments  is  contained  in 
these  words  [/  am  the  Lord  thy  God^  who  have  brought 
thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt^  out  of  the  house  of  bondage^ 
wherein  God  manifesteth  his  sovereignty,  as  being  Jehovah, 
the  eternal,  immutable,  and  almighty  God,  having  his  being 
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in  and  of  himself,  and  giving  being  to  all  his  words,  and 
works ;  and  that  he  is  a  God  in  covenant,  as  with  Israel  of 
old,  so  with  all  his  peojile ;  who,  as  he  brought  them  out  of 
their  bondage  in  Egypt,  so  he  delivereth  us  from  our  spiri- 
tual thraldom ;  and  that  therefore  we  are  bound  to  take  him 
for  our  God  alone,  and  to  keep  all  his  Commandments. 

Quest.  CII.  What  is  the  sum  of  the  four  Commandmeiits, 
■which  contain  our  duty  to  GodP 

Answ.  The  sum  of  the  four  Commandments  containing  our 
duty  to  God,  is,  to  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our 
heart,  and  with  all  our  soul,  and  with  all  our  strength,  and 
with  all  our  mind. 

THESE  ansv/ers  contain  some  things  necessary  to  be  ob- 
served; as, 

I.  That  the  substance  of  each  commandment  is  to  be  con- 
sidered by  us,  or  wliat  it  is,  that  God  enjoins  or  forbids 
therein;  in  which  we  find  that  every  Commandment  contains 
a  distinct  head  of  duty,  and  is  to  be  explained  according  to 
the  rules  laid  down  in  the  foregoing  answer.  And  also  that 
some  of  them  have  reasons  annexed  to  them ;  v/hich  is  an  in- 
stance of  God's  condescending  goodness,  that  besides  the  con- 
sideration of  our  obligation  to  obey  whatever  he  commands, 
because  it  is  his  will,  we  may  ha\^e  other  motives  to  enforce 
this  obedience.  What  these  reasons  or  motives  are,  will  be 
considered  in  their  proper  place. 

II.  That  here  is  a  general  preface,  v/hich  God  has  set  be- 
fore the  commandments,  which  contains  several  motives  to 
obedience;  some  of  which  were-'ndeed  peculiarl}'^  adapted  to 
the  Israelites,  whereby  they  were  put  in  mind  of  their  late 
deliverance  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  Nevertheless,  if  we 
consider  the  moral  reason  thereof,  as  this,  together  with  the 
subject-matter  of  the  coiiimandnients,  to  which  it  is  prefixed, 
may  be  applied  to  God's  people  under  all  ages,  we  shall  find 
that  it  extends  farther  than  the  obligation  which  Israel  was 
under,  as  delivered  from  the  Egyptian  bondage.  Therefore 
it  may  be  observed, 

1.  That  God  reveals  himself  as  the  I^ord,  whoce  name  alone 
is  Jehovah,  a  God  of  infinite  sovereignty  and  almighty  power, 
as  well  as  faithful  to  his  promises;  so  that  v/hatever  he  obliges 
us  to  do,  or  gives  us  encouragement  to  expect  from  him',  we 
have  the  highest  motive  and  inducement  thereunto. 

2.  He  styles  himself  his  people's  God ;  and  so  puts  them  in 
mind  of  that  relation  which  tliey  stand  in  to  him,  as  the  result 
of  the  covenant  of  gi-ace,  in  which  he  gives  them  a  warrant  to 
lay  claim  to  those  spiritual  blessing'-  which  he  bestows  on  a 
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people  nigh  unto  him;  and  this  is  considered  as  a  farther  ob- 
ligation to  obedience.  The  covenant  of  grace  respects  either 
the  external  dispensation  thereof,  which  belongs  to  the  church 
in  general,  viz.  to  all  who  are  made  partakers  of  the  glad  tid- 
ings of  salvation,  which  are  contained  in  the  gospel;  or  else 
that  particular  claim  which  believers  have  to  saving  blessingsi 
which  are  made  over  to  them  therein,  which  respects  all  those 
graces  which  God  is  pleased  to  give  his  people  here,  and  that 
glory  which  he  has  reserved  for  them  hereafter;  and  this  must 
certainly  be  reckoned  the  highest  motive  to  duty. 

3.  As  to  what  respects  God's  having  brought  Israel  out  of* 
the  land  of  Egypt,  out  of  the  house  of  bondage ;  this  is  to  be 
extended  farther  than  that  particular  providence,  which  was 
then  fresh  in  their  memories ;  and  therefore  it  denotes  all  the 
deliverances  which  God  is  pleased  to  vouchsafe  to  his  people, 
whether  temporal  or  spiritual ;  and  in  particular,  that  which 
was  procured  for  us  by  Christ,  from  the  bondage  and  thraldom 
of  sin  and  Satan,  the  condemning  sentence  of  the  law,  together 
with  that  salvation  which  is  inseparably  connected  with  it; 
which  is  to  be  improved  by  us  as  an  inducement  to  yield  uni- 
versal obedience  to  all  God's  commandments. 

There  are  some,  indeed,  who  think  that  this  is  a  part  of  the 
first  Commandment,  and  so  the  meaning  is,  Thou  art  to  know, 
and  practically  consider,  that  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  as  con- 
taining the  affirmative  part  thereof;  and  then  follows  the  nega- 
tive. Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods ;  or  else  they  suppose  it: 
to  be  a  reason  annexed  to  this  Commandment  in  particular. 
But  it  seems  most  probable,  that  it  is  a  preface  to  all  the 
Commandments,  and  accordingly  to  be  applied  as  a  motive  to 
enforce  obedience  to  every  one  of  them. 

III.  We  have  farther  an  account  of  the  sum  of  the  four 
Commandments,  which  contain  our  duty  to  God.  Here  it  may 
be  observed, 

1.  That  the  sum  of  all  the  commandments  is  love.  This  is 
what  the  apostle  intends,  when  he  says,  that  the  end  of  the 
comynandrnent  is  charity ^  or  rather  love^  as  it  ought  to  be  ren- 
dered, 1  Tim.  i.  5.  and  accordingly  he  says,  He  that  loveth  a- 
7iother  hath  fulfilled  the  laxv^  Rom.  xiii.  8.  This  love  hath  either 
God  or  man  for  its  object,  and  comprizes  in  it  the  duties  which 
we  owe  to  God  and  man  :  and  they  are  all  reduced  to  this  gene- 
ral head  ;  that  hereby  we  may  understand ;  that  obedience, 
whether  it  be  to  God  or  man,  is  to  be  performed  with  delight ; 
otherwise  it  will  be  a  burden  to  us  and  unacceptable  to  him, 
who  has  obliged  us  to  love  hin\  and  keep  his  commandments  ; 
because  he  first  loved  us. 

2.  These  commandments,  as  they  respect  our  duty  to  God 
and  man,  are  comprized  in  two  tables,  which  are  to  be  divi- 

Voi.  III.  1  I 
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ded  according  to  their  respective  objects.  Some  ancient  wri- 
ters, indeed,  have  very  injudiciously  supposed  that  the  five  first 
Commandments  belong  to  the  first  table,  and  the  others  to  the 
second ;  and  so  make  an  equal  division  thereof ;  and  the  Pa- 
pists have  assigned  but  three  to  the  first  table,  making  the  se- 
cond Commandment  an  appendix  to  the  first ;  and  that  the: 
number  ten  may  be  compleat,  they  divide  the  tenth  Command- 
ment into  two.  The  reason  urged  by  them  for  this  matter, 
will  be  considered  in  its  proper  place  ;  but  \.^e  are  bound  to 
conclude  that  the  four  first  Commandments  contain  the  duties 
of  the  first  table,  which  respect  those  which  we  immediately 
owe  to  God  ;  and  these  arc  to  be  performed,  as  our  Saviour 
says,  xvith  all  our  soul,  with  all  our  strength,  and  with  all  our 
mindy  Luke  x.  27*  which  is  an  idea  superior  to  that  which  is 
contained  in  the  duty  we  owe  to  man.  And  the  six  last  Com- . 
mandments  contain  the  duties  of  the  second  table,  of  which  our 
neighbour  is  the  more  immediate  object. 

That  this  division  of  the  Commandments  is  just,  appears 
from  what  the  apostle  says,  when  speaking  concerning  the  dU" 
ty  contained  in  the  fifth  Commandment,  Honour  thy  father 
and  mother,  who  calls  it  the  first  Commandment  with  promise^ 
Eph.  vi.  2.  Whereas  it  is  not  the  first  Commandment  that  ha?. 
a  promise  annexed  to  it,  since  the  second  Commandment  con- 
tains a  promise  of  mercy  to  thousands  of  them  that  love  God 
and  keep  his  commandments ;  nor  is  it  the  first  of  the  ten  Com- 
mandments. Therefore  the  apostle  can  intend  nothing  hereby 
but  that  it  is  the  first  Commandment  of  the  second  table. 

And  now  we  are  considering  the  Commandments  as  thus 
contained  in  two  tables,  and  distinguished  with  respect  to  the 
more  immediate  objects  thereof,  we  may  farther  observe ;  that 
though  both  of  them  are  enjoined  by  the  authority  of  God,  and 
consequently  are  equally  binding,  so  that  the  obedience  which, 
is  acceptable  in  his  sight,  must  be  so  extensive,  as  that  we  must 
have  respect  to  all  his  commandments,  Psal.  cxix.  6.  Yet  it  may 
be  observed, 

(1.)  That  the  duties  of  the  first  table,  in  which  we  have  to 
do  with  God  as  the  more  immediate  object  thereof,  are  to  be 
considered  as  acts  of  religious  Avorship,  whereby  we  not  only 
confess  our  obligation  to  obey  him  ;  but  in  performing  it,  adore 
and  magnify  his  divine  perfections  as  the  highest  end  and  rea- 
son thereof;  which  is  not  included  in  the  idea  of  the  duties 
which  we  owe  to  our  neighbour,  as  contained  in  the  command- 
ments of  the  second  table.  These,  indeed  are  to  be  religious- 
ly observed,  not  from  any  circumstance  respecting  our  neigh- 
bour, but  as  duties  which  we  perform  in  obedience  to  God  *. 

•  Tia  former  of  these  are  generaUt/  styled  the  Elicit  acts  ofreligiov,  the  latter  the 

Imperate. 
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(2.)  Though  the  principal  and  most  excellent  branch  of  re- 
ligion consists  ia  our  obeying  the  commandments  of  the  first 
table  ;  yet  our  obedience  is  not  only  defective,  but  unaccepta- 
ble to  God,  if  we  neglect  to  perform  those  of  the  second.  And, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  second 
table  is  not  sufficient  to  denominate  a  person  a  religious  man, 
who  lives  in  the  neglect  of  those  which  are  contained  in  the 
first. 

(3.)  The  duties  which  we  owe  to  our  neighbour,  as  contain- 
ed in  the  second  table,  are,  for  the  most  part,  to  give  way  to 
those  which  we  owe  to  God,  pursuant  to  those  which  are  en- 
joined in  the  first,  especially  when  they  are  considered  as  stand- 
ing in  competition  with  them.  Thus  we  are  obliged,  in  the 
fifth  Commandment,  to  obey  our  parents  or  superiors.  Never- 
theless, if  they  command  us  to  break  the  Sabbath,  profane  the 
naine  of  God,  or  attend  on  such  worship  which  he  has  not  re- 
quired, we  are  to  disobey  them,  or  to  obey  God  rather  than 
men^  Acts  iv.  19.  And  elsewhere  it  is  said,  Jf  thy  brother^  the 
son  of  thy  mother,  or  thy  son,  or  thy  daughter,  or  the  wife  of 
thy  bosom,  or  thy  friend,  which  is  as  thine  ozun  soul,  entice  thee 
secretly,  saying;  Let  us  go,  and  serve  other  gods  :  thou  shalt  not 
consent  unto  him,  nor  hearken  unto  him,  Deut.  xiii.  6,  8.  This 
our  Saviour  calls  hating  father  and  mother,  wife,  children,  and 
brethren,  Luke  xiv.  26.  without  which  we  cannot  be  his  disci- 
ples. By  which  he  intends,  that  if  the  love  which  we  otherwise 
owe  to  them,  be  inconsistent  with  that  obedience  which  he  re- 
quires of  his  followers  ;  or,  if  we  cannot  oblige  them,  and  at 
the  same  time  perform  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  him,  the 
inferior  obligation  must  give  way  to  the  superior. 


Quest.  CIII.    lyhich  is  the  first  commandment  ? 

Answ.  The  first  commandment  is,  Thou  shalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  me. 

Quest.  CIV.  What  are  the  duties  required  in  the  frst  com" 
mandment  P 

Answ.  The  duties  required  in  the  first  commandment,  are,  the 
knowing  and  acknowledging  of  God  to  be  the  only  true  God, 
and  our  God ;  and  to  worship  and  glorify  him  accordingly., 
by  thinking,  meditating,  remembering,  highly  esteeming, 
honouring,  adoring,  choosing,  loving,  desiring,  fearing  of 
him,  believing  him,  trusting,  hoping,  delighting,  rejoicing  in 
him,  being  zealop^  for  him,  calling  upon  him,  giving  all 
praise  and  thanks,  and  yieldiiig  all  ob?4ience  and  submis-^^ 
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sion  to  hiin,  with  the  whole  man,  being  careful  in  all  thingj 
to  please  him,  and  sorrowful  when  in  any  thing  he  is  offend- 
ed, and  walking  humbly  with  him. 

THE  duties  required  in  tliis  Commandment,  are  contained 
in  three  general  heads. 

I.  We  are  obliged  to  know  God.  This  supposes  that  our 
understanding  is  rightly  informed  as  to  what  relates  to  the  di- 
vine perfections,  which  are  displayed  in  the  works  of  creation 
and  providence,  by  which  we  are  led  into  the  knowledge  of  his 
eternal  power  and  Godhead ;  and  this  is  called  the  natural 
knowledge  of  God  :  but  that  knowledge  which  we  are  to  en- 
deavour to  attain,  who  have  a  brighter  manifestation  ot  his  per- 
fections in  the  gospel,  is  of  a  far  more  excellent  and  superior 
nature  ;  inasmuch  as  herein  we  see  the  glory  of  God  the  Fa- 
ther, Son,  and  Holy  Ghost ;  or  behold  the  perfections  of  the 
divine  nature,  as  displayed  in  and  through  a  Mediator ;  which 
is  that  knowledge  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  salvation, 
as  our  Saviour  says,  This  is  life  eternal;  that  they  might  know 
thee  the  only  true  God^  and  Jesus  Christ  whom  thou  hast  sent, 
John  xvii.  3.  By  this  means  we  not  only  know  what  God  is, 
but  our  interest  in  him,  and  the  foundation  which  we  have  of 
our  being  accepted  in  his  sight. 

II.  We  are  farther  commanded  to  acknowledge  or  make  a 
visible  profession  of  our  subjection  to  God,  and  in  particular, 
to  Christ,  as  our  great  Mediator  :  His  name,  interest,  and  glo- 
ry, should  be  most  dear  to  us  ;  and  we  are,  on  all  occasions,  to 
testify,  that  we  count  it  our  glory  to  be  his  servants,  and  to 
make  it  appear  that  he  is  the  supreme  object  of  our  desire  and 
delight,  as  the  Psalmist  says,  I  cried  unto  thee,  0  Lord,  I  said. 
Thou  art  my  refuge  and  my  portion  in  the  land  of  the  living; 
Psal  cxlii.  5.  And  elsewhere.  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee, 
and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee,  PsaL 
Ixxiii.  2^. 

III.  We  are  farther  obliged  by  this  Commandment,  to  wor- 
ship and  glorify  God,  pursuant  to  what  we  know,  and  the  pro- 
fession we  make  of  him  as  the  true  God  and  our  God.  To 
worship  and  glorify  God,  is  to  ascribe  all  possible  glory  and 
perfection  to  him,  and  to  have  our  hearts  suitably  affected 
therewith,  as  sensible  of  that  infinite  distance  which  we  stand 
at  from  him.  This  is  considered  under  several  heads,  which 
contain  the  substance  of  what  is  required  in  this  Command- 
ment ;  as, 

1.  We  must  make  God  the  subject  of  our  daily  meditation; 
calling  to  mind  what  he  is  in  himself,  and  what  he  is  to  us,  or 
does  for  us ;  which  is  to  be  considered  as  a  means  to  preserve 
us  from  sin,  and  a  spur  to  duty,  a  motive  to  holy  fear  and  re- 
verence. 
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2.  We  are  to  honour,  adore,  and  fear  him  for  his  greatness. 
Thus  the  Psahnist  says,  IV/io  in  the  heaven  can  be  compared  un- 
to the  Lord ;  ivho  among  the  sons  of  the  mighty  can  be  likened 
to  the  Lord  ?  God  is  greatly  to  be  feared  in  the  assemblies  of  the 
saints^  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all  them  that  are  about  hi7n^ 
Psal.  Ixxxix.  6,  7. 

4.  As  God  is  the  best  good,  and  has  promised  that  he  will 
be  a  God  to  us  ;  so  he  is  to  be  desired,  loved,  delighted,  and 
rejoiced  in,  and  chosen  by  us ;  as  the  prophet  says,  '  With  my 
*  soul  have  I  desired  thee  in  the  night,'  Isa.  xxvi,  9.  and  the 
church,  '  I  sat  down  under  his  shadow  with  great  delight,' 
Cant.  ii.  3.  and  the  apostle,  '  Lord,  thou  knowest  that  I  love 
'  thee,'  John  xxi.  15. 

4.  As  he  is  a  God  of  truth,  we  are  to  believe  all  that  he  has 
spoken  ;  and  in  particular,  what  he  has  revealed  in  his  pro- 
mises or  threatnings,  relating  to  mercies  which  he  will  bestow, 
or  judgments  which  he  will  inflict.  Thus  our  Saviour  says, 
'  It"  I  say  the  truth,  why  do  ye  not  believe  me,'  John  viii.  46. 
And  it  is  said,  when  Israel  '  saw  that  great  work  which  the 
•■  Lord  did  upon  the  Egyptians,  the  people  feared  the  Lord, 
'  and  believed  the  Lord,  and  his  servant  Moses,'  Exod.  xiv. 
31. 

T  5.  As  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  utmost,  and  faithful  in  fulfil- 
ling all  his  promises,  we  are  to  trust  him  with  all  we  have  from 
him,  and  for  all  those  blessings  which  we  hope  to  receive  at  his 
hands.  Thus  the  prophet  says,  '  Trust  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever; 
'  for  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlasting  strength,'  Isa.  xxvi.  4. 
And  the  apostle  speaks  of  his  having  committed  all  to  him,  2 
Tim.  i.  11.  as  the  consequence  of  what  he  knew  him  to  be. 

6.  When  the  name,  interest,  and  glory  of  God  is  opposed  in 
the  world,  we  are  to  express  an  holy  zeal  for  it.  Thus  the  pro- 
phet Elijah  says,  '  I  have  been  very  jealous  for  the  Lord  God 
"  of  hosts  ;  for  the  children  of  Israel  have  forsaken  thy  cove- 
'  nant,  thrown  down  thine  altars,  and  slain  thy  prophets  with 

*  the  sword,'  1   Kings  xix.  10.    And  as  to  what  concerns  our 
conversation  in  general,  we  are  to  be  '•  not  slothful  in  business, 

*  but  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord,'  Rom.  xii.  11. 

7.  Since  he  js  a  God  hearing  prayer,  v/e  are  daily  to  call 
upon  him,  *  O  thou  that  hearest  prayer,  unto  thee  shall  all  flesh 

*  come,'  Psal.  Ixv.  2. 

8.  As  he  is  the  God  of  all  our  mercies,  we  are  to  thank  and 
praise  him  for  them.  Thus  the  Psalmist  says,  *  O  give  thanks 
'  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  good ;  for  his  mercy  endureth  for 
ever,'  Psal.  cxxxvi.  1. 

9.  His  sovereignty  and  dominion  over  us,  calls  for  subjec- 
tion and  obedience,  and  a  constant  care  to  please  him,  and  ap- 
prove ourselves  to  him  in  all  things.    Thus  the  apostle  says, 
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*  Submit  yourselves  to  God,'  James  iv.  7".  And  the  Psalmist 
speaks  of  a  person's  '  cleansing  his  way,  by  t^ing  heed  there- 

*  to  according  to  his  word,'  Psal.  cxix.  9. 

10.  As  he  is  an  holy,  jealous,  and  sin-hating  God,  we  are 
to  be  filled  with  grief  and  sorrow  of  heart  when  he  is  offend-* 
ed,  either  by  ourselves  or  others,  as  Ephraim  says,  *  I  was  a- 
'  shamed,  yea,  even  confounded ;  because  I  did  bear  the  re- 

*  proach  of  my  youth,'  Jer.  jtxxi.  19.  And  the  Psalmist,  *  Ri- 

*  vers  of  waters  run  down  mine  eyes,  because  they,'  that  is,  the 
world  in  general,  '  keep  not  thy  law,'   Psal.  cxxix.  136. 

11.  A  sense  of  our  unworthiness  and  daily  infirmities  should 
excite  us  to  walk  humblij  with  God.  This  is  enjoined  as  a  ne- 
cessary duty,  Mic.  vi.  8.  and  is  called  a  bemg  clothed  with  hu- 
mility^  1  Pet.  v.  5.  Thus  concerning  the  duties  required  in 
this  Commandment, 

That  which  may  be  farther  observed  is,  that  it  is  fitly  placed 
before  all  the  other  Commandments,  because  it  is,  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  thing,  necessary  to  our  performing  the  duties  which 
are  required  in  them.  The  object  of  worship  must  first  be 
known  before  we  can  apply  ourselves,  in  a  right  manner,  to 
perform  any  duty  prescribed,  whether  respecting  God  or  man. 

It  may  be  also  farther  considerecj,  that  it  is  not  an  easy  mat- 
ter to  keep  the  Commandment,  because  of  the  spirituality  and 
vast  extent  thereof,  and  the  many  graces  that  are  to  be  exer- 
cised by  those  that  would  perform  it  aright ;  and  therefore  we  > 
ought  earnestly  to  beg  of  God  that  our  hearts  may  be  set  a- 
right  with  him,  and  inclined  and  excited  hereunto  by  him  ; 
which  is  a  peculiar  blessing  to  be  desired  and  expected  from 
the  Holy  Spirit.  Thus  the  Psalmist  says,  Incline  mine  heart 
unto  thij  testimonies^  PsaJ.  cxix.  36. 

Quest.  CV.  What  arc  the  sins  forbidden  in  thejirst  Command- 
ment ? 

Ans\v.  The  sins  forbidden  in  the  first  Commandment,  are. 
Atheism,  in  denying,  or  not  having  a  God ;  idolatry,  in 
having,  or  worshipping  more  gods  than  jane,  or  any  with,  or 
instead  of  the  true  God ;  the  not  having  and  avouching  him 
for  God,  and  our  God;  the  omission  or  neglect  of  any  thing 
due  to  him  required  in  this  Commandment,  ignorance,  for- 
getfulness,  misapprehensions,  false  opinions,  unworthy  and 
wicked  thoughts  of  him,  bold  and  curious  searching  into  his 
secrets,  all  profaneness,  hatred  of  God,  self-love,  self-seek- 
ing, and  all  other  inordinate  and  immoderate  setting  of  our 
mind,  will,  or  affections  upon  other  things,  and  taking  them 
off  from  him,  in  whole  or  in  part ;  vain  credulity,  unbelief, 
heresy, -misbelief,  distrust,  despair,  incorrigibleness,  insensi- 
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bieness  under  judgments,  hardness  of  heart,  pride,  presump- 
tion, carnal  security,  tempting  of  God,  using  unlawful  means, 
and  trusting  in  lawful  means,  carnal  delights  and  joys;  cor« 
rupt,  blind,  and  indiscreet  zeal,  lukewarmness,  and  deadness 
in  the  things  of  God,  estranging  ourselves,  and  apostatizing 
from  God,  praying,  or  giving  any  religious  worship  to  saints, 
angels,  or  any  other  creatures,  all  compacts,  and  consulting 
with  the  devil,  and  hearkening  to  his  suggestions,  making, 
men  the  lords  of  our  faith  and  conscience,  slighting  and 
despising  God  and  his  commandments,  resisting  and  griev- 
ing of  his  Spirit,  discontent,  and  impatience  at  his  dispen- 
sations, charging  him  foolishly  for  the  evils  he  inflicts  on 
us,  and  ascribing  the  praise  of  any  good  we  either  are,  have, 
or  can  do,  to  fortune,  idols,  ourselves,  or  any  other  creature. 

Quest.  CVI.  What  are  we  especially  taught  by  these  words 
(before  me)  in  the  first  Commandment  P 

Answ.  These  words  before  me^  or  before  my  face,  in  the  first 
Commandment,  teach  us,  that  God  who  seeth  all  things, 
takes  special  notice  of,  and  is  much  displeased  with  the  sin 
of  having  any  other  godj  that  so  it  may  be  an  argument  to 
dissuade  from  it,  and  to  aggravate  it,  as  a  most  impudent 
provocation,  as  also  to  persuade  us  to  do,  as  in  his  sight, 
whatever  we  do  in  his  service. 

THE  sins  forbidden  in  this  Commandment  may  be  reduced 
to  two  general  heads.  Atheism  and  Idolatry. 
Firsty  Atheism ;  whereby  men  are  so  far  from  taking  God 
for  their  God,  that  they  deny  that  there  is  a  God ;  or,  at  least, 
that  he  is  what  he  has  rcvealed  himself  to  be.  Thus  the  wick- 
ed man,  who  is  styled  a  Jboly  is  represented  as  saying  Z7i  his 
hearty  There  is  no  God.  Psal.  xiv.  1.  This  Atheism  is  either 
speculative  or  practical.  The  former  of  these  is  that  which  is 
seated  in  the  minds  and  consciences  of  men ;  who  are  so  far 
blinded,  perverted,  and  deluded,  as  to  think  that  there  is  no 
God.  Though,  indeed,  there  are  very  few  among  these  who 
are  so  bold  and  profane  as  to  deny  this  truth  when  they  attend 
to  the  dictates  of  nature,  or  duly  exercise  those  reasoning  fa- 
culties with  which  God  has  endowed  them;  which,  if  they 
neglect  to  do,  they  must  be  reckoned  but  one  remove  from 
brutes.  Some,  indeed,  are  ready  to  wish  that  there  were  no 
God,  or  inclined  to  deny  those  divine  perfections  that  are 
(essential  to  him,  cast  contempt  on  his  government,  or,  it  may 
be,  deny  a  providence ;  which  is,  in  effect,  to  deny  that  there 
is  a  God.  Though  it  must  be  observed,  that  none  proceed  to 
this  degree  of  wickedness,  till,  by  a  long  continuance  in  sin, 
they  are  given  up  to  ju(ficial  hardness  of  heart,  and  blindness 
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of  mind,  Rom.  i.  28.  Eph.  iv.  17 — 20.  And  even  these  have 
been  forced,  at  some  times,  to  confess  that  there  is  a  God,  with 
whom  is  terrible  majesty;  when  he  has  broken  in  on  their  con- 
sciences, and  filled  them  with  the  dreadful  apprehensions  of" 
his  wrath,  as  a  sin-revenging  Judge.  But  where  there  is  one 
speculative  Atheist,  there  are  a  thousand  practical  ones,  who 
live  without  God  in  the  world ;  and  these  are  described  in  this 
answer,  as  being  guilty  of  those  sins  which  none  who  duly 
consider  his  divine  perfections  would  venture  to  commit. 

To  enlarge  on  eveiy  one  of  those  instances,  particularly 
mentioned  in  this  answer,  in  which  this  sin  is  supposed  to  con- 
sist, would  require  a  distinct  treatise,  and  be  inconsistent  with 
our  designed  brevity  in  explaining  the  Ten  Commandments. 
All  that  we  shall  therefore  attempt  at  present,  shall  be  to  con- 
sider some  instances,  in  which  practical  Atheism  discovers 
itself,  together  with  the  aggravations  of  this  sin ;  and  then  we 
shall  enquire  what  judgment  we  are  to  pass  concerning  those 
who  complain  of  atheistical  and  blasphemous  thoughts;  and 
consider  whether  this  be  a  degree  of  that  Atheism  which  we 
arc  speaking  of;  together  with  the  causes  of  this  sin,  and  the 
remedies  against  it. 

I.  The  instances  in  which  practical  Atheism  discovers  itself. 
And, 

1.  They  are  chargeable  with  it  who  are  grossly  ignorant,  and 
know  nothing  of  God  but  the  name,  being  utter  strangers  to 
those  perfections  whereby  he  makes  himself  known  to  the 
world,  or  who  entertain  carnal  conceptions  of  him,  as  though 
he  were  altogether  such  an  one  as  ourselves,  Psal.  1.  21. 

2.  When  persons,  though  they  know,  in  some  measure,  what 
God  is,  yet  never  seriously  exercise  their  thoughts  about  him ; 
which  forgetfulness  is  a  degree  of  Atheism,  and  will  be  severely 
punished  by  him,  Psal.  ix.  17.  and  1.  22. 

3.  When  persons  maintain  corrupt  doctrines,  and  dangerous 
heresies,  subversive  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  faith,  and 
contrary  to  the  divine  perfections.  Of  this  kind  are  those  that 
militate  against  his  sovereignty  and  dominion  over  the  wills, 
consciences  and  affections  of  man ;  when  persons  conclude  that 
his  counsels  and  determinations  may  be  disannulled  or  defeat- 
ed; or  when  we  suppose  that  he  changes,  as  we  do;  or  when, 
under  a  pretence  of  advancing  one  perfection,  we  set  aside  the 
gloiy  of  another,  when  in  order  to  magnify  his  mercy,  we  dis- 
regard his  holiness  or  justice,  and  so  presume  of  being  happy 
without  being  holy;  or  when  we  give  way  to  despairing 
thoughts,  from  the  consideration  of  his  vindictive  justice,  with- 
out improving  the  displays  of  his  mercy,  as  set  forth  in  the 
gospel. 

4..  When  we  repine  and  quarrel  at  his  providence,  and  pre- 
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tend  to  find  fault  with  the  dispensations  thereof,  or  charge 
God  foolishly,  and  go  about  to  prescribe  laws  to  him,  who  is 
the  Governor  of  the  world,  and  may  do  what  he  will  with  the 
work  of  his  hands. 

5.  When  we  refuse  to  engage  in  those  acts  of  religioue 
worship  which  he  has  appointed,  or  to  attend  on  his  ordi- 
nances, in  which  we  may  hope  for  his  presence  and  blessing. 

6.  When  we  behave  ourselves,  in  the  conduct  of  our  lives, 
as  though  we  were  not  accountable  to  him,  and  had  no  reason 
to  be  afraid  of  his  judgments.  Accordingly,  when  we  set  our 
affections  on  other  things,  and  take  them  off  from  him,  when 
we  are  guilty  of  wilful  impenitency  and  unbelief,  and  are  in- 
corrigible under  divine  rebukes;  when  our  hearts  and  lives 
are  estranged  from  him,  as  though  we  desired  not  the  know- 
ledge of  his  ways;  when  we  resist  and  grieve  his  Spirit,  are 
discontented  and  impatient  under  his  hand,  or  ascribe  that  to 
second  causes,  or  think  that  those  things  come  by  chance 
which  are  under  the  direction  of  his  providence.  In  these, 
and  many  other  instances,  persons  are  notoriously  guilty  of 
practical  Atheism,  which  is  forbidden  in  this  Commandment, 

II.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  aggravations  and  dreadful 
consequences  of  this  sin. 

1.  It  is  contrary  to  the  light  of  nature,  and  the  dictates  of 
conscience,  a  disregarding  those  impressions  which  God  has 
made  of  his  glory  on  the  souls  of  men.  And  in  those  who 
have  been  favoured  with  the  revelation  of  the  grace  of  God 
in  the  gospel,  in  which  his  perfections  have  been  set  forth  to 
the  utmost,  it  is  a  shutting  our  eyes  against  the  light  and  casting 
contempt  on  that  which  should  raise  our  admiration,  and  ex- 
cite in  us  the  highest  esteem  of  him  whom  we  practically  dis- 
pwn  and  deny. 

2.  It  is  directly  opposite  to,  and  entirely  inconsistent  with 
all  religion,  and  opens  a  door  to  the  greatest  degree  of  licen- 
tiousness. To  live  without  God  in  the  world,  is  to  give  the 
reins  to  our  own  corruptions ;  it  is  not  barely  a  sin  of  infirmity 
or  inadvertency,  but  a  running  in  all  excess  of  riot ;  and  there- 
fore the  consequence  hereof  must  be  dreadful ;  for  that  which 
strikes  at  the  very  being  of  God,  cannot  but  expose  the  sinner 
to  the  sorest  condemnation.  But  since  there  are  some  sins 
mentioned  in  this  answer,  which  contain  a  degree  of  practical 
atheism;  which  believers  themselves  are  prone  to  fall  into, 
and  complain  of,  as  forgetfulness  of  God,  unbelief,  distrust  of 
his  providence,  insensibleness  inider  judgments,  too  great  a 
degree  of  hardness  of  heart,  pride,  carnal  security,  discontent 
and  impatience  under  his  dispensations ;  this  may  tend  very 
much  to  discourage  them,  and  make  them  conclude  that  they 
are  not  in  a  state  of  grace ;  especially  when  they  find,  as  some- 
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times  they  do,  atheistical  and  blasphemous  thoughts  suggested 
to  their  minds.     Therefore  we  must  inquire, 

III.  What  judgment  we  are  to  pass  concerning  those  who 
are  ready  to  chai-ge  themseh^es  with  practical  atheism,  especi- 
ally as  to  what  respects  those  unbecoming  thoughts  and  con- 
ceptions Avhich  they  sometimes  have  of  the  divine  Majesty? 
v/hether  this  be  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  truth  of  grace» 
together  with  the  causes  thereof,  and  the  remedies  against  it? 
It  is  certain,  that  the  best  of  God's  people  are  sanctified  but 
in  part,  and  therefore  are  prone  to  commit  those  sins  which 
seem  to  contain  in  them  a  denial,  at  least,  a  neglect  of  that  re- 
gard which  we  ought  to  have  for  the  divine  perfections,  and 
especially  when  we  are  not  only  followed  with  vain,  but  blas.- 
phemous  thoughts ;  which  gives  great  disturbance  to  us,  when 
engaged  in  holy  duties.  This  ought  to  be  reckoned  a  very 
great  affliction,  and  occasion  many  searchings  of  heart ;  since 
bometimes  it  brings  much  guilt  with  it.  Nevertheless,  we  are 
not  always  from  hence  to  conclude  that  we  are  in  a  state  of 
unregeneracy.  It  is  the  prevalency  of  corruption,  or  the  da- 
minion  of  sin,  which  is  inconsistent  with  the  truth  of  grace, 
not  the  remainders  thereof.  A  person  may  have  faith,  who 
yet  complains  of  unbelief;  he  may  have  a  due  regard  to  God, 
as  to  what  respects  the  course  and  tenor  of  his  actions ;  but 
yet,  in  many  instances,  be  chargeable  with  forgetfulness  of 
him.  He  may  have  a  love  to  him,  and  yet  sometimes  be 
guilty  of  indiscreet  zeal,  on  the  one  hand,  or  luke-warmness 
and  deadness  of  heart,  on  the  other ;  his  mind  and  affections 
may  be  sanctified,  and  yet  hq  be  sometimes  followed  with 
atheistical  and  blasphemous  thoughts. 

We  have  instances  in  scripture  of  good  men,  who  have 
spoken,  not  only  unadvisedly,  but,  as  we  may  term  it  wickedly 
with  their  lips.  Thus  Job  is  justly  reproved  by  Elihu  for 
charging  God  with,  finding-  occasions  against  hi?n;  puttijig  his 
feet  in  the  stocks^  and  marking  all  his  paths^  Job  xxxiii.  10, 
11.  as  though  his  dealings  with  him  had  been  unjust  and 
severe;  especially  when  he  says  at  the  same  time,  I  am  clean, 
and  without  transgression;  I  am  innocent^  neither  is  there,  ini' 
guity  in  rne^  ver.  9.  And  Jonah,  when  he  was  reproved  by 
God  for  his  passionate  behaviour  towards  him,  vindicates  him- 
self, and  says,  I  do  well  to  be  angry ^  even  unto  death,  Jonah 
jv.  9.  These  are  expressions  that  favour  of  a  degree  of 
Atheism;  and  so  do  those  unbecoming  conceptions  of  God, 
whereby  our  thoughts  are  sometimes  defiled  and  deprave^. 
But  it  is  one  thing  to  be  guilty  of  thi^  through  surprise  and 
the  prevalency  of  temptation;  and  another  thing  to  have  those 
thoughts  indulged  by,  and  lodged  in  us  unrepented  of. 

And  there  are  goRie  instances  in  which  believers  are  afflig- 
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ted  with  atheistical  and  blasphemous  thoughts,  when  it  is  hard 
to  say  that  they  contract  guilt  thereby,  or,  at  least,  it  must 
only  be  reckoned  an  infirmity  arising  from  this  imperfect  state  j 
and  that  more  especially  when  they  are  injected  by  Satan,  and 
are  without  the  consent  of  our  wills ;  but  treated  with  the  ut- 
most abhorrence,  constantly  bewailed  and  resisted  with  all  our 
might;  more  particularly  when  we  take  occasion  hereby  to 
exercise  those  graces  which  discover  that  we  have  other  ap- 
prehensions of  God  than  what  are  suggested  at  those  times, 
when  we  are  hurried  by  these  temptations,  and  can  scarce  say, 
that  we  have  the  government  of  our  own  thoughts;  especially 
if  we  are  able  to  say,  at  such  a  time  as  our  Saviour  did,  when 
unadvisedly  tempted  by  Peter,  who,  was  at  that  time  the  Devil's 
instrument,  to  persuade  him  to  relinquish  the  work  which  he 
came  into  the  world  about.  Get  thet  behind  me  Satcm,  thou 
art  a?i  offence  to  me^  Matt.  xvi.  23. 

And  this  leads  us  to  consider  the  causes  of  such  atheistical 
and  blasphemous  thoughts.  Sometimes  they  proceed  from  a 
neglect  of  waiting  on  God  in  his  ordinances^  or  indulging  a 
carnal  and  stupid  frame  of  spirit  therein,  and  not  maintaining 
that  holy  reverence,  or  becoming  sense  of  his  all-seeing  eye, 
which  we  ought  always  to  have.  Moreover,  there  is  nothing 
that  has  a  greater  tendency  hereunto,  than  our  conversing  with 
those  who  make  religion  the  subject  of  their  profane  wit  and 
drollery ;  especially  if  we  do  this  out  of  choice,  and  do  not  at 
the  same  time  testify  a  just  abhorrence  of  it. 
,  As  for  those  remedies  which  are  to  be  made  use  of  to  fence 
against,  and  cure  the  sinfulness  of  our  thoughts  in  such-like 
instances;  it  behoves  us  to  repent  of  those  sins,  which  may 
have  been  the  occasion  of,  or  given  rise  to  them.  And  in* 
asmuch  as  it  is  not  in  our  own  power  to  govern  our  hearts 
or  affections,  or  restrain  the  breaking  forth  of  corruption ;  it  is 
necessary  for  us  to  commit  our  souls  into  Christ's  hands,  with 
earnest  supplications  to  him  that  he  would  sanctify,  regulate, 
and  cleanse  our  thoughts,  and  bring  us  into,  and  keep  us  in  a 
good  frame.  We  ought  also  to  desire,  seek  after,  and  improve 
all  opportunities  of  conversing  with  those  whose  discourse  is 
holy  and  profitable,  Mai.  iii.  16.  by  which  means  our  affections 
may  be  raised,  and  our  thoughts  tinctured  with  divine  things, 
which  will  leave  an  abiding  impression  behind  them,  Luke 
xxiv.  32.  Which  leads  us, 

Secondly^  To  consider  this  Commandment  as  forbidding 
idolatry.  Thus,  when  it  is  said,  Thou  shalt  have  no  other 
g-ods ;  the  meaning  is,  thou  shalt  not  worship  idols,  or  set  a 
creature  in  the  place  of  God,  or  pay  that  regard  to  it  that  is 
due  to  him  alone. 

Here  it  may  not  be  inconvenient  to  consider  the  difference 


444  THE  FIRST  COMMANDMENT. 

between  idolatry  as  it  is  a  breach  of  the  first  atid  second  com- 
mandment. As  it  is  a  breach  of  the  first  Commandment,  it 
contains  in  it  a  giving  divine  honour  to  that  v/hich  is  not  God ; 
but  as  it  is  against  the  second  Commandment,  it  is  a  worship- 
ping God  by  the  creature,  to  whom  an  inferior  kind  of  worship 
is  given.  Tlius  when  the  Papists  worship  God  by  images, 
supposing  them  to  be  a  help  to  their  devotion,  or  a  means  of 
performing  that  worship  which  they  pretend  to  be  given  ulti- 
mately to  God.  Or  when  they  ascribe  any  branch  of  divine 
glory  to  saints  or  angels;  notwithstanding  what  they  say  to 
exculpate  themselves  from  the  breach  of  the  first  Command- 
ment, they  are  justly  chargeable  with  the  breach  of  the  second. 
We  are  here  to  consider,  the  idolatry  more  especially  that 
is  forbidden  in  the  first  Commandment.  Which  is  either  what 
is  more  gross,  such  as  that  which  is  found  among  the  heathen; 
or  that  which  is  more  secret,  and  may  be  found  in  the  hearts 
of  all,  and  is  discovered  by  the  practice  of  multitudes  of  Chris- 
tians, who  profess  the  utmost  detestation  of  idolatry  in  the 
other  sense. 

1.  As  to  idolatry,  in  the  former  sense,  together  with  the  rise 
and  progress  thereof.  In  considering  the  first  rise  of  it  we 
may  observe, 

(1.)  That  it  proceeded  from  the  ignorance  and  pride  of  man, 
who,  though  he  could  not  but  know,  by  the  light  of  nature, 
that  there  is  a  God ;  yet  being  ignorant  of  his  perfections,  or 
of  what  he  has  revealed  himself  to  be  in  his  word,  was  dis- 
posed to  frame  those  ideas  of  God,  which  took  their  rise  from 
his  own  invention.  Accordingly  the  apostle  says.  When  ye 
knezu  not  God,  ye  did  service  unto  theiUy  zvhic/i,  by  nature,  are 
no  godsy  Gal.  iv.  8. 

(2.)  When  iniquity  abounded  in  the  world,  and  men  with- 
drew from,  and  cast  contempt  on  the  ordinances  of  God,  they 
invented  and  worshipped  new  gods.  This  some  suppose  Cain 
and  his  posterity  did,  when  he  went  out  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord,  Gen.  iv.  16.  and  the  sons  of  God,  that  is,  the  church, 
when  they  contracted  marriages  with  the  daughters  of  men, 
chap.  vi.  2.  and  joined  with  them  in  idolatry ;  so  that  it  is  no 
wonder  if  persons  leave  the  true  worship  of  God,  that  they 
should  chuse  to  themselves  other  gods. 

(3.)  Hereupon  God  gave  them  up  to  judicial  blindness;  so 
that  they  zuorshipped  the  host  of  heaven.  Acts  vii.  42.  as  the 
apostle  says  the  Heathen  did. 

(4.)  As  to  what  concerns  the  idolatry  which  was  practised 
among  the  Isnielites,  that  took  its  rise  from  the  fond  ambition 
which  they  had  to  be  like  other  nations,  who  were  abhorred  of 
God ;  counting  this  a  fashionable  religion,  and  finding  the  true 
worshippers  of  God  to  be  fewer  in  number  than  the  rest  of  the 
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vrorld,  so  that,  as  the  prophet  speaks,  they  were  like  a  speckled 
b'lrd^  despised  and  hated  by  the  Heathen  round  about  them^ 
Jer.  xii.  9.  they  approved  of,  and  learned  their  ways.  It  was 
this  that  occasioned  Solomon  to  cleave  to  them  in  love,  1  Kings 
xi.  2.  which  was  not  much  unlike  to  the  argument  used  by 
Demetrius  and  his  followers,  why  Diana  should  be  worship- 
ped ;  namely,  because  all  Asia  and  the  world  worshipped  her. 
Acts  xix.  27. 

(5.)  The  Devil  was  permitted,  for  the  trial  of  the  faith  of 
God's  people,  and  as  an  instance  of  his  righteous  judgment  on 
his  enemies,  to  abuse  the  unthinking  part  of  the  world  by  va- 
rious signs  and  lying  wonders.  Thus  we  read  of  prophets, 
and  dreamers  of  dreams,  who  gave  forth  signs  and  wonders, 
which  God  sometimes  judicially  suffered  to  come  to  pass; 
whereby  many  took  occasion  to  go  after  other  gods,  Deut. 
xiii.  1—3.  and  Antichrist  is  said  to  come  after  the  rvorking-  of 
Satan,  ruith  all  power,  and  sig-ns^  and  lying  wonders,  2  Thess. 
ii.  9.  This  was  managed  by  the  craft  and  covetousness  of  the 
priests,  who  made  a  gain  of  it,  and  amused  the  common  peo- 
ple thereby.  And  the  Heathen  oracles,  so  much  spoken  of  by 
ancient  writers,  which  gave  countenance  to  their  idolatry,  are 
reckoned,  by  some,  to  have  been  no  other  than  a  contrivance 
of  those  who  had  little  else  but  secular  interest  in  view.  And, 
when  they  predicted  things  future,  or  revealed  secrets,  this 
was  generally  done  in  doubtful  expressions:  so  that  whether 
the  thing  really  came  to  pass  or  no,  the  end  designed  rtiight  be 
answered  thereby;  and  doubtless  there  was  a  hand  of  Satan 
herein,  to  harden  the  world  in  that  idolatry  which  was  then 
practised  by  them.  The  gods  they  worshipped  were  as  nu- 
merous as  the  countries  and  kingdoms  where  idolatry  prevail- 
ed ;  accordingly  every  nation,  yea,  every  city  had  its  particular 
god  and  distinct  modes  of  worship. 

[1.]  Some  worshipped  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  supposing 
that  their  regular  motion  and  influence  on  earthly  bodies,  was 
not  to  be  attributed  to  the  all-wise  providence  of  God,  but  to 
some  intelligent  being,  which  resided  in,  and  gave  that  motion 
and  influence  to  them :  upon  the  account  whereof  they  wor- 
shipped them  as  gods.  This  some  did  in  that  early  age  in 
which  Job  lived,  Job  xxxi.  26.  and  the  Israelites  were  warned 
against  it,  Deut.  iv.  19.  And  afterwards  we  read  oi  idolatrous 
priests,  who  burnt  incense  to  the  su7i,  and  to  the  moon,  and  to 
the  planets,  and  to  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  dedicated  horses 
and  chariots  to  the  sun,  2  Kings  xxiii.  5,  11. 

[2.]  Others  worshipped  the  earth,  and  many  creatures  there- 
in, especially  those  that  they  received  a  more  than  ordinary 
advantage  from.  Thus  the  Egyptians  worshipped  the  river 
Nile ;  by  the  overflowing  of  which,  their  country  was  rendered 
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fertile.  And  some  who  lived  in  maritime  towns,  worshippedl 
the  sea,  thinking  thereby  to  prevent  an  inundation  from  it. 
And  the  Philistines  worshipped  Dagon;  inasmuch,  as  living 
near  the  sea,  it  afforded  them  plenty  of  fish. 

[3.]  Others  worshipped  those  parts  of  the  earth  which  they 
most  delighted  in;  such  as  gardens,  woods,  groves,  springs, 
cs*c.  which  they  supposed  to  be  inhabited  by  some  gods,  who 
produced  the  advantages  which  they  received  hereby,  without 
regarding  the  providence  of  God,  to  which  every  thing  is  to 
be  ascribed,  that  the  earth  brings  forth  for  th«  support  and  de- 
light of  men. 

[4.]  Others  supposed  that  there  were  pai'ticular  gods,  who 
had  the  oversight  of  men,  succeeded  their  undertaicings  in  the 
various  affairs  of  life,  conducted  them  when  travelling  by  sea 
or  land,  gave  good  or  ill  success  to  their  secular  employments, 
and  preserved  them  m  sickness  and  health;  and  accordingly 
they  paid  divine  adoration  to  them. 

[5.]  Others  expressed  the  regard  they  had  to  virtue  by 
worshipping  some  men  after  their  death,  who  had  signalized 
themselves  by  inventing  some  things  which  were  of  common 
advantage  to  mankind  while  they  lived.  And  the  Romans 
were  so  much  addicted  to  this  practice  of  idolatry,  that  some 
of  their  emperors,  though  tyrants  and  monsters  in  wickedness, 
while  they  lived,  obliged  their  subjects  to  perpetuate  their  me- 
mories by  worshipping  them  as  gods  when  they  were  dead. 

[6.]  Some  were  so  stupid,  as  that  they  worshipped  stocks 
and  stones,  ascribing  divinity  to  them;  in  which  they  acted 
below  the  reason  of  intelligent  creatures.  Thus  the  prophet 
speaks  of  their  idols  as  first  g-rozvin^  in  thewood,  then  framed 
by  the  smithy  or  carpenter,  into  gods^  and  afterwards  worship' 
fed  by  them^  Isa.  xliv.  9 — 1 7.  And  the  Psalmist,  on  this  oc- 
casion, justly  observes,  They  that  make  them  are  like  them;  so 
is  every  one  that  trusteth  in  them,  Psal.  cxv.  4 — 7,  compared 
with  8. 

We  might,  under  this  head,  consider  some  things  mentioned 
in  scripture ;  in  which  idolaters  not  only  acted  contrary  to  the 
dictates  of  reason,  but  discovered  themselves  to  be  cruel  and 
inhuman  in  their  modes  of  worship.  Thus  Baal's  worshippers 
in  Ahab's  time,  cut  themselves  with  knives  and  lancets,  till 
the  blood  gushed  out  of  them,  1  Kings  xviii.  28.  and  others 
made  their  children  pass  through  the  fire,  in  the  worship  they 
paid  to  Molech,  or  the  sun,  which  the  Psalmist  refers  to,  when 
he  says,  They  sacrificed  their  sons  and  their  daughters  unto 
devils^  and  shed  innocent  bloody  even  the  blood  of  their  sons  and 
of  their  daughters^  Psal.  cvi.  37,  38.  This,  indeed,  some 
think,  intends  nothing  else  but  their  passing  between  two  fires; 
so  that  they  were  scorched  by  them.    Yet  others,  with  greater 
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reason,  suppose  that  they  vrere  inclosed  in  that  brazen  idol, 
and  so  burnt  to  death  in  the  most  barbarous  manner  *. 

The  use  which  we  ought  to  make  of  this  doctrine,  should 
be  to  excite  us  to  bless  God  for  the  clear  light  of  the  gospel, 
whereby  we  arc  led  to  turn  from  dead  idols  to  serve  the  living 
and'tiue  God :  nevertheless  we  are  to  take  heed  lest  we  be 
chargeable  with  heart-idolatry ;  whereby  we  may  be  said  to 
break  this  Commandment,  though  it  be  in  a  different  way 
from  that  in  which  the  Heathen  did.  This  leads  us  to  con- 
sider, 

2.  That  idolatry  which  is  sometimes  found  among  Chris* 
tians;  who,  though  they  abhor  the  thoughts  of  giving  divine 
worship  to  a  creature,  yet,  if  they  look  into  their  own  hearts, 
will  have  reason  to  charge  themselves  with  those  things  which 
are  in  scripture  called  idolatry;  namely,  when  they  put  any 
thing  in  the  room  of  God,  or  love  it  more  than  him;  and  this 
may  be  considered  in  the  following  instances. 

(1.)  Self  may  be  reckoned  among  those  idols  which  many, 
who  make  profession  of  the  true  religion,  pay  a  greater  regard 
to  than  to  God.  Thus  the  apostle,  speaking  concerning  the 
great  degeneracy  of  the  world,  among  other  things,  says,  that 
Tnen  should  be  lo'oers  of  their  oxvnselves^  2  Tim.  iii.  2.  so  that 
self-love  turns  away  the  heart  from  God,  and  excludes  all 
practical  religion.  This  we  may  be  said  to  be  guilty  of,*  in 
which  respect  we  are  chargeable  with  heart-idolatry. 

[l.]  When  we  reject,  or  refuse  to  give  credit  to  any  of  the 
great  doctrines  contained  in  divine  revelation,  unless  we  are 
able  to  comprehend  them  within  the  shallow  limits  of  our 
own  understandings;  upon  which  account  some  are  inclined 
to  treat  the  most  sacred  mysteries  of  our  religion  with  con- 
tempt ;  and  for  the  same  reason  they  might  as  well  deny  and 
disbelieve  what  is  said  concerning  the  infinite  perfections  of  the 
divine  nature,  because  they  cannot  be  comprehended  by  us. 
This  is  no  other  than  a  setting  up  our  own  understanding, 
which  is  weak  and  liable  to  err,  in  opposition  to  the  wisdom  of 
God,  and,  in  some  respects,  a  giving  superior  glory  to  it. 

[2.]  When  we  are  resolute  and  incorrigible  under  the  vari- 
ous rebukes  of  providence,  and  persist  in  our  rebellion  against 
God,  notwithstanding  the  threatenings  which  he  has  denounced, 
or  the  judgments  which  he  executes.  When  the  will  of  man 
is  obstinately  set  on  those  things  which  are  directly  contrary 
to  the  will  of  God ;  and,  though  we  are  warned  of  the  danger 

•  To  this  the  poet's  observation  might  lur.ll  be  .applied,  Tantum  relig^  potuit 
saudere  malorum!  Lvcet.  de  JVat^Hcr.  Lib.  1.  .^nd  that  human  sacrifces  were 
offered,  appears  from  what  -we  read  vf  the  king  of  Moab,  -who  took  his  eldest  son, 
that  should  have  reigned  in  his  stead,  and  offered  him  for  a  burnt^jffering, 
2  Kinrs  iii.  27. 
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thereof,  resolve  notwithstanding,  to  add  rebellion  to  our  iniqui- 
ties, like  the  wild  ass  used  to  the  wilderness,  or  the  swift 
dromedary  traversing  her  ways,  that  cannot  be  easily  turned 
out  of  her  course.  In  this  respect  the  will  of  man  is  set  in 
opposition  to  God;  and  therefore  he  is,  for  this  reason,  justly 
chargeable  with  idolatry. 

(3.)  This  also  discovers  itself  in  our  affections,  when  they 
are  eithev  set  on  unlawful  objects,  or  immoderately  pursue 
those  that  would  otherwise  be  lawful;  when  we  love  these 
things  which  God  hates,  or  covet  what  he  has  expressly  for- 
bidden, as  Achan  did  the  wedge  of  gold,  and  the  Babylonish 
garment ;  upon  which  account  covetousjiess  is,  by  the  apostle, 
called  idolatry.,  Col.  iii.  5.  And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  we 
are  chargeable  with  this  sin,  when  we  77iake  prevision  for  the. 
Jlesh^  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof  Rom.  xiii.  14.  Thus  the  apos- 
tle speaks  of  some  whose  god  is  their  belli/.,  Phil.  iii.  19. 

And  as  for  those  things  which  are  otherwise  lawful,  we 
may  be  guilty  of  idolatry  in  the  immoderate  pursuit  of  them, 
when  they  take  up  too  much  of  our  thoughts,  time,  and  con- 
cern ;  when  our  affections  are  so  much  set  upon  them,  as  though 
we  had  nothing  better  to  mind ;  when  we  are  not  willing  to 
part  with  them  when  God  calls  for  them  at  our  hands,  and  are 
more  cast  down  at  the  loss  of  them,  than  we  are  when  depriv- 
ed of  those  spiritual  blessings  which  are  of  the  highest  impor- 
tance. In  these  instances  we  may  be  said  to  set  up  self  as  our 
idol  in  opposition  to  God. 

And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  there  is  a  more  subtle  kind 
of  idolatry,  whereby  self  enters  into,  and  takes  its  place  in 
those  religious  duties,  which  believers  are  engaged  in.  Thus 
when  they  attempt  to  perform  them  in  their  own  strength,  as 
though  they  had  a  sufficiency  in  themselves,  and  had  no  occa- 
sion to  depend  on  the  almighty  power  of  God.  to  work  in  them 
that  which  is  pleasant  in  his  sight.  And  we  are  farther  guilty 
of  this  sin,  when,  through  the  pride  of  our  hearts,  we  are  apt 
to  applaud  ourselves  when  we  have  performed  some  religious 
duties,  and  expect  to  be  justified  thereby;  which  is  a  setting 
up  self  as  an  idol,  in  the  room  of  Christ.  And  lastly,  when 
self  is  the  end  designed  in  what  we  do  in  matters  of  religion, 
and  so  robs  God  of  that  glory  which  is  due  to  his  name. 

(2.)  There  is  another  idol,  which  is  put  in  the  room  of  God ; 
and  that  is  the  world.  When  the  profits,  pleasures,  or  honours 
thereof  are  thought  of  with  the  greatest  delight,  as  though 
they  were  our  chief  good,  and  pursued  with  more  earnestness 
than  Christ's  interest  and  glory.  When  it  has  not  only  the 
highest  place  in  our  affections,  but,  as  it  were,  engrosses  them ; 
this  is  that  love  of  the  world  which,  as  the  apostle  says,  is  in- 
consistent with  the  love  of  the  Father,  1  John  ii.  15.  and  de- 


THE  FIRST  COMMANDMENT.  449 

notes  us  guilty  of  that  idolatry  which  we  are  now  speaking  of, 
more  particularly, 

[1.]  When  our  thoughts  are  so  much  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  it,  that  we  grow  not  only  cold  and  remiss  as  to  spiritual 
things ;  but  allow  ourselves  no  time  for  serious  meditations  oii 
them,  or  converse  with  God  in  secret. 

[2.]  When  the  world  has  our  first  and  last  thoughts  every 
day ;  when  we  are  so  far  from  following  the  Psalmist's  exam- 
ple, when  he  says,  When  I  awake ^  I  am  still  zuith  t/iee^  Psal. 
cxxxix.  18.  as  considering  ourselves  under  the  care  of  provi- 
dence, and  beholden  to  God  for  the  mercies  which  we  enjoy, 
that  we  are  taken  up  with  nothing  else  but  the  projects  and 
schemes  which  we  lay  for  the  gaining  or  increasing  our  wealth, 
or  worldly  estate  therein.  And  this  having  been  the  great 
business  of  the  day,  takes  up  and  engages  our  Avakeful  thoughts 
by  night,  as  though  it  were  the  main  work  and  business  of  life. 

[3.]  When  we  pursue  the  World,  without  depending  on  God 
for  his  blessing  to  attend  our  lawful  undertakings,  and  do  not 
consider  the  good  things  thereof  as  his  special  gift,  nor  the 
disappointments  that  attend  us  therein,  as  ordered  by  his  over- 
ruling providence,  to  engage  us  to  walk  more  closely  with 
him,  and  take  up  our  rest  in  him  as  our  only  happiness. 

[4.]  When  our  hearts  are  hereby  hardened,  and  grow  cold 
and  indifferent  in  religion,  or  when  it  follows  and  disturbs  us 
in  holy  duties,  and  renders  us  formal  in  the  discharge  thereof. 

[5.]  When  the  riches,  honours,  and  pleasures  of  the  world 
have  a  tendency  to  quiet  our  spirits,  and  give  us  full  satisfac- 
tion, though  under  spiritual  declensions,  and  destitute  of  the 
special  presence  of  God,  which  is  our  greatest  happiness. 

[6.]  When  we  fret,  or  repine  at  the  providence  of  God,  un- 
der the  disappointments  we  meet  with  in  our  secular  affairs  in 
the  world.     And, 

[r.]  When  we  despise  the  members  of  Christ,  because  they 
are  poor  in  the  world,  are  ashamed  of  his  cross,  and  refuse  to 
bear  reproach  for  his  sake. 

(1.)  There  is  another  instance  of  heart-idolatry,  viz.  when 
we  adhere  to  the  dictates  of  Satan,  and  regard  his  suggestions 
more  than  the  convictions  of  our  own  consciences,  or  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Satan's  design  in  his  temptations,  is  to  turn  us  away 
from  God ;  and  when  we  are  drawn  aside  thereby,  we  may  be 
said  to  obey  him  rather  than  God.  This  is  what  all  are  more 
or  less  guilty  of;  but  some  are  said,  in  an  uncommon  degree, 
to  be  his  servants.  I'hus  the  apostle  Paul  styles  the  sorcerery 
who  sought  to  turn  aside  the  deputij  from  the  faith  ^  a  child  of 
the  devil^  Acts  xiii.  10.  and  our  Saviour  tells  the  Jews,  Te  are 
of  your  father  the  devil;  and  the  lusts  of  your  father  ye  xvill 
do,  &c.  John  viii.  44.     He  is  also  called  T/.-f  c^od  of  this  ii'orld, 
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2  Cor.  iv.  4.  and  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  spirk 
that  notv  tvorketh  in  the  children  of  disobedience^  Eph.  ii.  2. 
and  accordingly  he  attempts  to  usurp  the  throne  of  God;  by 
which  means  he  has  led  a  great  part  of  the  world  after  him. 
And,  as  he  tempted  our  Saviour  to  fall  down  and  worship 
him,  Matt.  iv.  9.  though  without  success,  he  prevails  upon 
others  to  do  it  to  their  own  ruin.     Here  it  may  be  observed, 

[I.]  That  he  has  propagated  several  doctrines,  in  opposition 
to  the  gospel;  and,  indeed,  all  those  doctrines  which  are  sub- 
versive thereof,  take  their  rise  from  him.  Thus  the  apostle 
speaks  of  some  who,  in  the  latter  times,  should  depart  from  the 
faith,  giving  heed  to  seducing  spirits,  and  doctrines  of  devils.^ 
1  Tim.  iv.  1.  This  they  do  when  they  depart  from  the  way 
of  truth. 

[2.]  He  has  sometimes  invented  those  modes  of  worship, 
which  have  been  observed  by  some,  in  imitation  of  the  sacri- 
fices which  God  had  ordained ;  and  whatever  pretence  there 
might  be  of  religion  herein,  he  had  doubtless  a  design,  by  this 
means,  to  set  up  himself,  in  opposition  to  God. 

[3.]  He  has  amused  and  hardened  the  hearts  of  his  subjects, 
by  pretended  miracles,  designed  to  oppose,  and  lessen  the  cxe- 
dit  of  those  real  miracles  which  have  been  wrought,  to  confirm 
the  truth,  by  the  finger  of  God,  Exod.  viii.  7. 

[4.]  He  has  endeavoured  to  extirpate  the  true  religion,  by 
raising  persecutions  against  the  faithful  worshippers  of  God; 
which  has  been  his  constant  practice,  so  far  as  he  has  been 
permitted,  in  all  ages. 

[5.]  He  has  excited,  in  some  of  his  subjects,  the  greatest 
degree  of  hatred,  opposition  to,  and  rebellion  against  God, 
Thus  he  entered  into  the  heart  of  Judas,  Luke  xxii.  3.  and 
filled  the  heart  of  A?ia?iias,  that  he  lied  to  the  Holy  Ghost,  Acts 
v.  3.  and  has  hardened  the  hearts  of  others,  that  they  bade  de- 
fiance to  the  Almighty,  as  Pharaoh,  who  said,  Who  is  the 
Lord,  that  I  should  obey  his  voice  P  Exod.  v.  2. 

[6.]  He  has  persuaded  many  of  his  subjects  to  enter  into  a 
kind  of  confederacy  with  him,  and  with  one  another,  to  pro- 
mote his  wicked  designs.  Thus  those  wretched  Jews  did. 
who  bound  thejnsehes  under  a  curse,  that  they  xcoidd  neither 
eat  or  drink  till  they  had  killed  Paul,  Acts  xxiii.  14.  And  we 
read  of  others  who  had  made  a  covenant  xvith  death  and  with 
hell,  Isa.  xxviii.  15.  The  vilest  instances  of  sins'of  this  na- 
ture, were  found  among  some  who  used  sorcery,  divination, 
witch-craft,  and  other  diabolical  practices ;  which  is  so  horrid 
a  crime,  and  so  contrary  to  the  dictates  of  human  nature,  that 
had  we  not  an  account  of  some  in  scripture,  who  used  those 
abominable  arts,  v^e  should  be  ready  to  think  that  none  wer'^ 
ever  guilty  of  them. 
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I  will  not  deny  but  that  many  things,  which  are  commonly 
related  concerning  witch-craft  and  sorcery,  as  practised  in  lat> 
ter  ages,  are  fabulous  and  incredible;  and  some  things,  said 
to  be  done  by  the  power  of  the  Devil,  may  be  accounted  for 
by  natural  causes;  and  others  are  ascribed  to  it,  which  are 
performed  by  the  concealed  arts  of  some  who  get  a  livelihood 
by  cheating  the  unthinking  part  of  mankind:  nevertheless,  I 
am  far  from  thinking  that  the  account  we  have  hereof  in  scrip- 
ture, is  without  any  manner  of  foundation,  as  some  modern 
writers  suggest.  That  famous  story  of  the  witch  of  Endor, 
mentioned  in  1  Sam.  xxviii.  7 — 20.  is  an  argument  that  there 
were  such  persons,  at  that  time,  in  the  world. 

I  am  sensible  that  it  will  be  objected  to  this,  that  she  was  a 
cunning  woman,  who  lived  by  her  wits,  and  deceived  Saul,  by 
pretending  that  she  used  some  infernal  art,  as  expedient  to 
bring  him  to  the  speech  of  Samuel ;  which  it  may  not  be  amiss 
for  us  to  inquire  into.     Therefore  let  it  be  observed, 

l5f.  That  it  is  by  no  means  to  be  supposed  that  she  raised 
Samuel  from  the  dead ;  for  it  is  out  of  the  Devil's  power  to 
call  the  soul  of  a  saint  out  of  heaven,  with  a  design  to  subserve 
his  interest  thereby,  and  to  set  up  his  kingdom  in  opposition 
to  Christ's  j  and  it  is  not  reasonable  to  suppose  that  Samuel 
should  do  the  Devil  so  much  service  after  his  death,  who  was 
3o  great  an  enemy  to  him  in  his  life.  Besides,  he  was  buried 
at  Ramah,  1  Sam.  xxv.  1.  and  can  we  think  that  he  should  4je 
now  raised  at  Endor? 

'2.dly^  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  not  to  imagine,  that  it  was 
a  mere  trick  or  juggle  of  the  woman,  whereby  she  imposed  on 
Saul ;  for  though  it  is  true,  he  did  not  see  a  shape,  yet  he  heard 
a  voice,  and  made  a  reply  thereunto.  Moreover  we  read,  that 
he  had  an  intimation  given  him,  that  Israel  should  be  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  Philistines;  and  that  he  and  his  sons 
should  be  with  him  to-morrow ;  that,  is  in  the  state  of  the 
dead ;  which  the  woman  was  not  cunning  enough  to  foretel ;  {a) 
or  if  she  had  guessed  that  it  would  be  so,  she  would  hardly 
have  ventured  to  tell  Saul  such  ungrateful  tidings ;  which,  if 
he  had  lived  to  see  himself  cheated,  and  her  prediction  confut« 
ed,  it  would  have  endangered  her  life.  Had  it  been  nothing 
but  a  cheat  or  juggle,  she  would  rather  have  told  him,  that  he 
would  be  safe  and  victorious;  for  which,  if  it  had  come  to  pass, 
she  might  have  expected  a  reward ;  and  if  not,  she  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  him  as  a  just  punishment  of  her  impiety, 

3^/z/,  We  must  therefore  suppose,  that  she  was  a  professed 
servant  of  the  Devil,  and  had\  as  the  text  says,  a  familiar  sp'i' 
Tit;  by  which  we  are  to  understand  that  she  conversed  witJi 

(a)  Satan  knew  the  state  of  the  armies,  and  wished  to  driTC  Saul  to  despair. 
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Satan ;  who,  that  he  might  harden  her  the  more  in  her  sin,  and 
lead  others,  hke  Saul,  into  a  credulous,  diabolical  presumption, 
might  reveal  some  secrets  to  her,  and,  at  the  same  time,  either 
assume  the  shape,  or,  at  least,  counterfeit  the  voice  of  Samuel. 

Thus  concerning  those,  who,  by  the  practice  of  these  arts, 
have  professed  themselves  to  be  in  a  kind  of  confederacy  with 
Satan.  It  is  certain  no  good  man  ever  practised  them;  and 
therefore  some  have  found  it  very  difficult  to  understand  the 
sense  of  that  scripture  in  Gen.  xliv.  5.  concerning  the  cup  that 
was  in  Benjamin's  sack;  Is  not  this  the  cup  xuherein  my  Lord 
drinketh^  and  whereby  indeed  he  divineth  f  And  Joseph  him-  " 
self  says,  in  ver.  15.  Wot  ye  not  that  such  a  man  as  I  can  cer^ 
tainly  divine  P  Though  Joseph  was  a  prophet,  it  is  certain  he 
was  no  diviner  in  that  sense  in  which  the  word  is  commonly 
used  in  scripture ;  nor  was  this  cup  an  instrument  by  which  he 
practised  any  such  art.  Therefore,  for  the  understanding  of 
this  scripture,  we  may  consider, 

1st,  That  the  word  which  we  render  to  divine^  denotes,  as  it 
is  observed  in  the  margin,  to  make  trial  of,  or  search  after,  or 
to  discover,  or  find  out  a  matter;  and  instead  of  whereby,  or 
by  which,  it  ought  rather  to  have  been  rendered  concerning^ 
zvhich;  and  then  the  meaning  of  the  scripture  is  only  this;  Is 
not  this  the  cup  wherein  my  lord  drinketh  ?  And  therefore,  if 
it  were  lost  or  stolen,  he  would  soon  miss  it ;  and  make  in- 
quiry to  find  out  the  thief,  as  he  has  now  done.  And  when 
Joseph  says,  ver.  15.  Wot  ye  not  that  such  a  man  as  I  can 
divine  ?  The  meaning  is.  Do  you  think  that  one  who  is  so 
diligent  and  industrious  in  the  management  of  all  those  affairs 
that  are  incumbent  on  me,  would  lose  the  cup  in  which  I  drink, 
and  make  no  inquiry  after  it?  Did  you  expect  to  go  undis- 
covered, when  you  had  such  an  one  as  I  to  deal"  with,  who 
not  only  have  an  inclination,  but  all  the  advantages  that  can 
be  desired,  to  make  search  after  those  who  have  dealt  unjustly 
by  me,  as  you  have  done  ? 

2d,  To  divine  may  signify  to  prophesy;  and  so  it  may  be 
taken  in  a  good  sense  as  well  as  in  a  bad  one.  Accordingly, 
when  Joseph's  servants  speak  of  him  as  divining  concerning 
the  cup,  they  consider  him  as  one  who  had  an  extraordinary 
gift  from  God  of  revealing  secrets.  Therefore,  they  might 
easily  conclude  that  he  would,  by  this  means,  find  out  the  per- 
son who  had  stolen  his  cup.  This  is  agreeable  to^he  Egyp- 
tian mode  of  speaking;  for  those  whom  the  Hebrews  called 
prophets,  they  called  diviners.  And  Joseph  used  the  same 
expression  when  he  says.  Wot  you  not  that  such  a  man  as  I 
could  divine  P  that  is.  Did  you  not  know  that  I  was  a  prophet, 
and  by  this  means  was  advanced  to  my  present  honour  in 
Pharaoh's  court  ?     So  that,  whether  we  take  the  words  in  this 
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or  the  other  sense,  it  docs  not  follow,  that  he  used  any  arts 
that  were  diabolical  or  unlawful. 

And  now  we  are  speaking  concerning  those  arts,  by  which 
Satan  deludes  them,  who,  either  directly,  or  by  consequence, 
pay  that  regard  to  him  which  is  due  only  to  God.  It  may 
farther  be  inquired;  what  we  are  to  conclude  concerning  the 
practice  of  judicial  astrology,  by  those,  who,  in  scripture,  are 
called  star-gaz€rsy  as  a  term  of  contempt,  whose  profession  is 
universally  condemned  therein. 

These  are,  especially  in  our  age,  a  generation  of  men,  who 
impose  on  the  weakness  of  many  superstitious  and  ignorant 
people,  who,  by  encouraging  them,  are  partakers  with  them  in 
their  sin.  The  ai't  they  pretend  to,  is  not  only  uncertain,  but 
presumptuous,  and  contains  in  it  a  contempt  of  the  providence 
of  God,  in  regarding  tne  signs  and  intimations,  which  they 
suppose  they  receive  from  the  stars,  concerning  the  future 
contingent  events,  or  those  actions  ^yhich  take  their  rise  from 
the  free-will  of  man. 

That  which  I  would  observe  in  general,  concerning  this 
practice,  is,  that  we  no  where  find  in  scripture,  that  the  stars 
were  designed  to  signify  the  prosperous  or  adverse  circum- 
stances in  which  men  shall  be  in  the  world ;  or  to  foretel  the 
riches  or  poverty,  sickness  or  health,  which  we  should  expe- 
rience in  our  passage  through  it,  or  how  long  we  shall  continue 
it  it;  our  times  and  circumstances  in  the  world  being  only  in 
God's  hand ;  and  it  is  in  mercy  to  us  that  he  has  concealed 
these  future  events  from  us.  To  this  we  ma)^  add,  that  this 
art,  and  those  that  use  it,  is  very  often  spoken  against  in  scrip- 
ture, and  the  church  warned  against  it;  when  God  says,  Learn 
not  the  way  of  the  Heathen^  and  be  not  dismayed  at  the  signs 
of  heaven^  Jer.  x.  2.  And  elsewhere.  Thou  art  xuearied  in  the 
multitude  of  thy  counsels^  let  now  the  astrologers,  the  star- 
gazers^  the  monthly  prognosticators,  stand  up  and  save  thee^ 
Isa,  xlvii.  13.  And  elsewhere,  they  are  ranked  with  divinersy 
and  called  liars^  chap.  xliv.  25. 

If  it  be  inquired.  Whether  any  good  men  have  ever  prac- 
tised this  art,  though  without  pretending  to  have  had  any  inti- 
mation from  Satan,  but  only  proceeding  according  to  the  rules 
prescribed  therein?  It  is  not  my  business  to  censure  men, 
but  things.  Therefore  the  best  that  can  be  said  thereof  is ; 
that  if  any  good  men  have  studied  or  practised  it,  they  have 
generally  blamed  themselves  for  it  afterwards,  or,  at  least,  con- 
fessed the  uncertainty  and  presumption  thereof.  And  we  read 
of  some  that,  in  the  time  of  their  ignorance,  had  addicted 
themselves  thereunto;  who,  when  it  pleased  God  to  convert 
them,  have  laid  it  aside,  and  burned  the  books  from  whence 
they  learned  it,  Acts  xix.  19- 
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It  is  objected  against  what  has  been  said  concerning  the  un- 
lawfulness of  judicial  astrology,  that  Moses  addicted  himself 
to  the  study  thereof,  of  whom  it  is  said,  That  he  zvas  learned 
in  all  the  xuisdom  of  the  Egyptians^  chap.  vii.  22.  To  which 
it  may  be  replied,  that  if,  by  the  -wisdom  of  the  Egyptians^  we 
imderstand,  as  most  expositors  do,  judicial  astrology,  Moses 
might  know,  but  not  approve  of,  or  practise  this  art,  which 
was  so  much  in  use  among  the  Egyptians.  But  it  may  be, 
nothing  more  is  intended  by  it,  but  his  knowing  the  regular 
motion  of  the  stars,  and  the  wisdom  of  God  seen  therein, 
without  judging  of  future  events  thereby;  which  is  not  only 
lawful,  but  commendable :  though,  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  by 
the  xvisdom  of  the  Egyptians^  we  are  to  understand  those 
maxims  of  state,  and  the  secrets  of  Pharaoh's  court,  which  he 
had  an  opportunity  to  know,  as  being  a  great  favourite  v/ith 
him,  as  Josephus  observes,  who  thinks  that  he  designed  that 
he  should  succeed  him  in  the -throne*.  Thus  having  consi- 
dered this  Commandment  as  being  broken  by  Atheism  and 
idolatry,  and  the  various  kinds  and  degrees  thereof;  which  is 
called  our  having  other  gods; 

We  proceed  now  to  inquire  what  is  meant  by  these  words 
[before  me]  in  the  first  Commandment,  which  are  an  intima- 
tion of  the  aggravation  of  the  sins  forbidden  therein;  whereby 
God  puts  us  in  mind  of  his  all-seeing  eye,  which  ought  to  de- 
ter us  from  the  breach  of  it ;  especially  when  we  consider,  that 
inasmuch  as  he  beholds  all  our  actions,  he  cannot  but  be  ex- 
ceedingly displeased  when  we  entertain  any  conceptions  of  him 
that  tend  to  question  his  authority,  dethrone  his  sovereignty, 
or  alienate  our  affections  from  him,  and  set  up  any  thing  in 
competition  with  him.  And  this  should  teach  us  how  we 
Ought  to  set  the  Lord  always  before  us,  considering  him  as 
the  heart-searching  God,  who  is  jealous  for  his  own  honour, 
and  will  not  suffer  this  sin  to  go  unpunished. 


Quest.  CVII.  Which  is  the  second  Commandment  ? 

Answ.  The  second  Commandment  is  [Thou  shalt  not  make 
unto  thee  any  graven  image,  or  any  likeness  of  any  thing 
that  is  in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or 
that  is  in  the  water  wider  the  earth ;  thou  shalt  noxv  boiij 
down  to  them,  nor  serve  them;  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a 
jealovs  God,  visiting  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
children,  unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them  that 
hate  me;  and  shewing  mercy  unto  thousands ^  of  them  that 
'  love  me  and  keep  my  commandments 

'  *  Vid,  Jos.  ^ntq.  liS>.  JI,  Cap.  S. 
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^UEST.  CVIII.  What  are  the  duties  required  in  the  second 
Comviandment  9 

Answ.  The  duties  required  in  the  second  commandment  are 
the  receiving,  observing,  and  keeping  pure  and  entire,  all 
such  religious  worship  and  ordinances  as  God  hath  institut- 
ed in  his  word,  particularly  prayer  and  thanksgiving  in  the 
name  of  Christ,  the  reading,  preaching,  and  hearing  of  the 
word,  the  administration  and  receiving  of  the  sacraments, 
church-government,  and  discipline,  the  ministry  and  main- 
tenance thereof,  religious  fasting,  swearing  by  the  name  of 
God,  and  vowing  unto  him.  As  also  the  disapproving,  de- 
testing, opposing  all  false  worship;  and  according  to  each 
ones'  place  and  calling,  removing  it,  and  all  monuments  of 
idolatry. 

Quest.  CIX.  What  are  the  sins  forbidden  in  the  second  Com' 
mandment  P 

Answ.  The  sins  forbidden  in  the  second  Commandment,  are, 
all  devising,  counselling,  commanding,  using,  and  any  ways 
approving  any  religious  worship  not  instituted  by  God  him- 
self, tolerating  a  false  religion,  the  making  any  representa- 
tion of  God,  of  all,  or  of  any  of  the  three  Persons,  either 
inwardly  in  our  mind,  or  outwardly,  in  any  kind  of  image 
or  likeness  of  any  creature  whatsoever,  all  worshipping  of 
it,  or  God,  in  it,  or  by  it ;  the  making  of  any  representation 
of  feigned  deities,  and  all  worship  of  them,  or  service  be- 
longing to  them,  all  superstitious  devices,  corrupting  the 
worship  of  God,  adding  to  it,  taking  from  it,  whether  in- 
vented and  taken  up  of  ourselves,  or  received  by  tradition 
from  others;  though  under  the  title  of  antiquity,  custom, 
devotion,  good  intent,  or  any  other  pretence  whatsoever, 
simony,  sacrilege,  all  neglect,  contempt,  hindering  and  op- 
posing the  worship  and  ordinances  which  God  hath  ap- 
pointed. 

Quest.  CX.  What  are  the  reasons  annexed  to  the  second  Com- 
mandment the  more  to  enforce  it  ? 

Answ.  The  reasons  annexed  to  the  second  Commandment, 
the  more  to  enforce  it,  contained  in  these  words,  [For  I  the 
Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  God,  visiting-  the  iniquities  of  the 
fathers  upon  the  children,  unto  the  thirdand fourth  generation^ 
of  them  that  hate  me;  and  shevAng  mercy  unto  thousands  of 
them  that  love  me,  and  keep  ray  commandments']  are,  besides 
God's  sovereignty  over  us,  and  property  in  us,  his  fervent 
zeal  for  his  own  worship,  and  his  revengeful  indignation 
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against  all  false  worship,  as  being  a  spiritual  whoredom,  ac- 
counting the  breakers  of  this  commandment  such  as  hate 
him,  and  threatening  to  punish  them  unto  divers  generations, 
and  esteeming  the  observers  of  it,  such  as  love  him,  and 
keep  his  commandments,  and  promising  mercy  to  them  unto 
many  generations. 

BEFORE  we  proceed  to  consider  the  subject-matter  of 
this  Commandment,  we  shall  premise  something,  in  ge- 
neral, concerning  the  difterence  between  it,  and  the  first  Com- 
mandment. The  first  Commandment  respects  the  object  of 
worship;  the  second,  the  manner  in  which  it  is  to  be  perform- 
ed. Accordingly  the  former  forbids,  our  not  owning-  God  to 
be  such  an  one,  as  he  has  revealed  himself  to  be,  in  his  word ; 
as  also  the  substituting  any  creature  in  his  room,  or  acknow- 
ledging it,  either  directly,  or  by  consequence,  to  be  our  chief 
good  and  happiness;  the  latter  oblige?  ns  to  worship  this  God, 
in  such  a  way  as  he  has  prescribed,  m  opposition  to  that, 
which  takes  its  rise  from  our  own  invention.  These  two 
Commandments  therefore  being  so  distinct,  we  cannot  but 
think  the  Papists  to  be  chargeable  with  a  very  gi-eat  absur- 
dity, in  making  the  second  to  be  only  an  appendix  to  the  first, 
or  an  explication  of  it;  the  design  whereof  seems  to  be,  that 
They  might  exculpate  themselves  from  the  charge  of  idolatry, 
in  setting  up  image-worship,  which  they  think  to  be  no  crime ; 
because  they  are  not  so  stupid  as  to  style  the  image  a  god,  or 
make  it  the  supreme  object  of  worship;  whereas  this  Com- 
mandment, forbidding  false  worship,  is  directly  contrary  to 
their  practice  of  worshipping  God  thereby. 

The  method,  in  which  this  Commandment  is  laid  down,  is 
the  same  with  that  of  several  others,  viz.  as  we  have  therein, 
an  account  of  the  duties  required,  the  sins  forbidden,  and  the 
reasons  annexed  to  enforce  it.     We  shall  therefore 

I.  Consider  the  duties  commanded.  These  are  contained 
in  two  heads. 

1.  The  obligation  we  are  under  to  observe,  or  attend  upon, 
such  religious  worship  and  ordinances  as  God  hath  appointed. 
Religious  worship  is  that  whereby  we  address  ourselves  to 
God,  as  a  God  of  infinite  perfecrton;  profess  an  entire  subjec- 
tion and  devotedness  to  him  as  our  God;  put  our  trust  in 
him  for  a  supply  of  all  our  wants,  and  ascribe  that  praise  and 
glory,  that  is  due  to  him,  as  our  chief  good,  most  bountiful 
benefactor,  and  only  portion  and  happiness. 

As  for  the  ordinances,  our  attendance  on  them  depends  on 
a  divine  command,  to  which  God  has  annexed  a  promise  of 
his  gracious  presence,  whereby  our  expectations  are  raised, 
that  we  shall  obtain  some  blessings  from  him,  when  we  engage 
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therein  in  a  right  manner,  in  which  respect  they  are  institute^ 
means  of  grace,  and  pledges  of  that  special  favour  which  he 
designs  to  bestow  on  his  people.  This  is  that  which  more 
especially  renders  a  duty  enjoined,  an  ordinance.  Accord- 
ingly our  Saviour  says,  Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  tc- 
s^ether  in  mij  name^  there  am  I  in  the  inidst  of  tnem^  Matt, 
xviii.  20. 

Now  these  ordinances  are  either  solitary  or  social ;  such  as 
we  are  obliged  to  perform  in  our  closets-,  chap.  vi.  6.  in  our 
families,  or  in  those  public  assemblies  where  God  is  worship- 
ped. These  are  particularly  mentioned  in  this  answer;  and 
they  are  prayer,  thanksgiving,  reading,  preaching,  and  hearing 
the  word,  the  administration  and  receiving  the  sacraments ;  to 
which  we  may  add,  praising  God  by  singing;  all  which  will 
be  insisted  on  in  a  following  answer,  and  therefore  we  pass  by 
them  at  present,  and  shall  only  observe;  that  as  these  are  du- 
ties which  are  daily  incumbent  on  us,  so  there  are  other  duties 
or  ordinances,  which  are  only  to  be  performed  as  the  neces- 
sity of  affairs  require  it;  such  as  religious  fasting,  whereby 
we  express  public  tokens  ot  mourning  and  humiliation,  and 
perform  other  duties  agreeable  thereunto,  when  God  is  pro- 
voked by  crying  sins;  or  when  his  judgments  are  upon  us,  and 
our  families,  or  the  church  of  God  in  general.  Thus  the 
prophet  Joel,  when  speaking  concerning  several  desolating 
judgments,  which  Israel  was  exposed  to,  commands  them  to 
sanctify  afast^  call  a  solemn  assembly;  and  to  weep  between  the 
porch  and  the  altar ;  and  say^  spare  thy  people^  0  Lcrd^  and 
give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproach,  Joel  ii.  15,  17.  This  is 
not  to  be  done  at  ail  times,  but  when  the  providence  of  God 
calls  for  it.  Therefore  we  have  no  warrant  for  the  observa- 
tion of  annual  fasts;  when  that  which  was  the  first  occasion 
thereof,  is  removed ;  much  less  for  those  weeks  of  fasting 
which  the  Papists  observe,  which  they  call  Lent;  for  which, 
jio  sufficient  reason  can  be  assigned  why  it  should  be  observed 
at  that  rather  than  any  other  time  of  the  year.  And  their 
fasting  on  certaiii  days  of  the  week  cannot  be  vindicated ;  much 
less  their  doing  this  without  joining  other  religious  duties  to 
it,  or  their  abstaining  from  some  kinds  of  food,  while  they 
indulge  themselves  in  eating  others  that  are  equally  grateful 
to  the  appetite ;  which  is  a  ludicrous  and  superstitious  way  of 
fasting. 

Again,  another  occasional  dnty  or  ordinance  is,  our  setting 
apart  time  for  thanksgiving  to  God  for  deliverances  from  pub- 
lic or  national  calamities,  or  those  which  more  immediately 
respect  ourselves  and  families;  in  which  those  religious  duties 
are  to  be  performed,  that  tend  to  express  our  spiritual  joy  and 
thankfulness  to  God,  who  is  the  Author  thereof,  and  at  t^if; 

Vol.  in.  :^  M 
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same  time,  we  are  to  pray,  that  he  would  enable  us  to  walk 
as  such  who  are  hereby  laid  under  renewed  engagements  to 
be  his;  thus  the  Jews  observed  some  days  of  thanksgiving 
lor  their  deliverance  from  Haman's  conspiracy,  Esth.  ix.  20, 
£5?  seq.  And  this  is  to  be  religiously  observed,  wherein  it 
differs  from  that  carnal  joy,  which  is  generally  expressed  by 
those  who  receive  mercies,  but  do  not'give  glory  to  God,  the 
sole  Author  thereof. 

Moreover,  besides  these  occasional  ordinances,  there  is 
another  mentioned  in  this  answer,  namely,  vowing  to  God. 
Thus  the  Psalmist  says,  Vow^  and  pay  unto  the  Lord^  Psal. 
Ixxvi.  11.  which  either,  more  especially,  respects  their  enter- 
ing into  a  solemn  obligation,  or  promise  to  give  something  that 
was  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  public  and  costly- 
worship  which  was  performed  under  the  ceremonial  law ',  upon 
which  account  it  is  said,  in  the  following  words,  Bring  pre- 
sents unto  him;  or  it  may  be  considered  as  to  what  concerns 
the  moral  reason  of  the  thing,  as  including  in  it  our  resolution 
to  set  apart,  or  apply  some  portion  of  our  \\nordly  substance, 
as  God  has  prospered  us  in  our  secular  affairs,  to  the  main- 
taining and  promoting  his  cause  and  interest  in  the  world. 
And  we  ought,  at  the  same  time,  to  devote  ourselves  to  him, 
whereby  we  acknowledge  his  right  to  us,  and  all  that  we  have. 
Thus  the  apostle  says,  concerning  the  churches  of  Macedonia, 
not  only  that  they  devoted  their  substance  to  God,  but  that 
they  gave  themselves^  also  unto  the  Lord^  1  Cor.  viii.  5. 

This  does  not  include  in  it  our  resolution  to  do  those  things 
(hat  are  out  of  our  own  power;  or,  that  we  will  exercise  those 
gtfcccs  that  are  the  special  gift  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  but  rather 
a  dedication  of  ourselves  to  him,  in  hope  of  obtaining  that 
grace  from  him  which  will  enable  us  to  perform  those  duties, 
which  are  indispensably  necessary  to,  and  inseparably  connec- 
ted with  salvation.  This  is  such  a  vowing  to  God,  as  will  not 
have  a  tendency  to  ensnare  our  own  consciences,  or  detract 
from  his  glory,  >vho  is  alone  the  Author  of  all  grace  ;  nor  does 
it  contain  in  it  the  least  instance  of  presumption,  but  it  is  a 
duty  which  we  ought  to  perfonn  by  faith,  to  his  glory  and  our 
own  edification. 

And  to  this  we  might  add  another  ordinance,  mentioned  in 
this  answer;  namely,  swearing  by  the  name  of  God;  which, 
as  we  have  elsewhere  expressed  it,  contains  a  swearing  fealty 
to  him,  and  our  consecrating  and  devoting  ourselves  to  him  *^ 
And  as  to  what  respects  swearing,  as  it  is  a  religious  duty  to 
be  performed  in  subserviency  to  civil  duties,  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  of  that  under  the  third  Commandment;  and 
therefore  we  pass  it  over  at  present,  and  proceed  tq  consider, 

^wSee  more  nfthis  in  To?.  /.  Pflje  226. 
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2.  That  these,  atid  all  other  religious  duties  or  ordinances 
which  God  has  enjoined,  are  to  be  kept  pure  and  entire.  As 
we  are  not  to  cast  off  the  ordinances  of  God  in  general,  so  we 
must  take  heed  that  we  do  not,  while  we  perform  some,  live 
in  the  neglect  of  others ;  for  that  is  not  to  keep  them  entire. 
Thus  private  duties  are  not  to  shut  out  those  which  are  social 
in  our  families  or  the  public  assemblies ;  nor  entrench  on  that 
time  which  ought  to  be  allotted  for  them ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  not  sufficient  for  us  to  worship  God  in  public,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  cast  off  all  secret  duties.  This  r^roves  the 
practice  of  some  modern  enthusiasts,  who  pray  not,  unless 
moved  by  the  Spirit,  as  they  pretend ;  and  deny  their  obliga- 
tion to  observe  the  ordinances  of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  sup-^ 
per. 

Moreover,  as  we  are  to  keep  the  ordinances  of  God  entire, 
we  are  also  to  keep  them  pare ;  that  is,  to  allow  of,  or  practise 
nothing  but  what  is  warranted  by  the  rules  which  God  has 
given  us  in  his  word,  in  opposition  to  those  who  corrupt  his 
worship,  by  intruding  those  ordinances  into  it  which  are  of 
their  own  invention;  and  pretending,  that  though  God  has  not 
commanded  them,  yet  the  service  which  we  perform  (which 
can  be  no  other  than  will-M'^orship)  will  be  acceptable  to  him. 
This  leads  us, 

II.  To  consider  the  sins  forbidden  in  this  Commandments 
The  general  scope  and  design  hereof,  as  to  what  concerns  the 
negative  part  of  it,  is  God's  prohibiting  all  false  worship, 
either  in  our  hearts,  outward  actions  or  gestures,  wliereby  we 
adhere  to  our  ov/n  imaginations  rather  than  his  revealed  will ; 
which  is  the  only  rule  of  instituted  worship.  The  things  for- 
bidden in  this  commandment  may  be  reduced  to  three  heads ; 

1 .  A  not  attending  on  the  ordinances  of  God  with  that  holy, 
humble,  and  becoming  frame  of  spirit,  that  the  solemnity  of 
the  duties  themselves,  or  the  authority  of  God  enjoining,  or 
the  advantages  which  we  may  expect  to  receive  by  them,  call 
for.  When  we  do  not  seriously  think  what  we  are  going  about 
before  we  engage  in  holy  duties,  or  watch  over  our  own  hearts 
and  affections,  or  else  worship  God  in  a  careless  and  indifferent 
manner,  in  which  case  we  may  be  said  to  draw  nigh,  to  him 
with  our  lips,  while  our  hearts  are  far  from  him. 

2.  We  farther  break  this  commandment,  when  we  invent  or- 
dinances which  God  has  no  where  in  his  word  commanded ; 
or  think  to  recommend  ourselves  to  him  by  such  gestures,  or 
modes  of  v,rorship,  which  we  have  no  precedent  or  example 
for  in  the, New  Testament;  this  is  what  is  generally  called 
superstition  and  will-worship.  Thus  we  read  in  the  degene- 
rate age  of  the  church,  that  the  statutes  of  Omri  7vere  kept^ 
and  the  works  of  the  house  of  Ahalf,  Micah  vi.  16.  as  intimat- 
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ing  that  false  worship  which  was  practised  by  them.  And 
here  we  cannot  but  observe,  that  there  are  many  things  in 
which  the  Papists  are  chargeable  with  superstition  and  will- 
Worship,  if  not  with  idolatry.     As  for  instance, 

(1.)  Their  worshipping  the  bread  in  the  sacrament,  as  sup- 
posing it  to  be  the  real  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  and  not 
barely  the  sign  thereof;  understanding  the  words  of  our  Sa- 
viour, in  which,  in  instituting  this  ordinance,  he  says,  This  is 
my  bochj^  Mutt.  xxvi.  26.  in  a  literal  sense ;  whereas  it  ought 
to  be  taken  in  a  figurative.     Again, 

(2.)  Their  lifting  up  the  bread  in  the  sacrament,  pretending 
that  this  is  a  real  offering  of  Christ,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
people  being  obliged  to  shew  all  possible  marks  of  sorrow ; 
such  as  beating  their  breasts,  shaking  their  heads,  &c.  as 
though  they  really  saw  Christ  on  the  cross ;  whereas  it  is  a 
profaning  the  Lord's  supper,  to  say  that  Christ  is  really  and 
visibly  offered  therein  by  the  hands  of  the  priest ;  which  is 
contrary  to  what  the  apostle  says  of  his  being  but  once  offered 
to  bear  the  sins  of  many ^  Heb.  ix.  28. 

(3.)  They  use  several  superstitious  ceremonies  in  baptism, 
which  have,  indeed,  a  shew  of  religion,  but  want  a  divine 
sanction,  and  are  no  other  than  an  addition  to  Christ's  institu- 
tion. Thus  they  use  spittle,  salt,  and  cream,  besides  the  water 
wuth  which  the  child  is  to  be  baptised,  and  anoint  it  with  oil, 
and  use  exorcism,  commanding  the  unclean  spirit  to  depart 
out  of  it,  and  signing  it  with  the  sign  of  the  cross ;  at  which 
they  suppose  the  Devil  to  be  so  terrified,  that  he  is  hereby 
obliged  to  leave  it,  being  by  this  means,  as  it  were,  frighted 
away.  But  the  principal  reason  they  give  for  their  adding 
this  ceremony  to  Christ's  institution,  is  to  signify  that  the  child 
is  hereby  obliged  to  fight  manfully  under  Christ's  banner; 
which  obligation  is  neither  increased  nor  diminished  thereby  ; 
and  it  is  a  sign  which  he  makes  no  mention  of. 

(4.)  Their  frequent  crossing  of  themselves,  as  a  preserva= 
tive  against  sin,  and  a  means  to  keep  them  from  the  power  of 
the  Devil,  and  to  render  their  prayers  acceptable  in  the  sight 
of  God. 

(5.)  The  splendor  and  magnificence  of  their  churches,  and 
especially  the  shape  and  figure  of  them,  as  accommodated  to 
that  of  Solomon's  temple,  and  their  situation  east  and  west ; 
and  also  their  bowing  to  the  altar,  which  is  placed  in  the  east ; 
for  which  there  is  not  the  least  shadow  of  argument  in  scrip- 
ture, nor  example  in  the  purest  ages  of  the  church. 

(6.)  The  ludicrous  and  unwarrantable  ceremonies  used  in 
the  consecration  of  churches,  and  the  reverence  that  every  one 
must  shew  to  places  thus  consecrated,  though  it  he  not  in  the 
divine  worship.     And  to  this  we   may  add,  that  there   are 
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many  superstitious  ceremonies  in  consecrating  all  the  vessels 
and  utensils  that  are  used  in  their  churches;  yea,  the  very 
bells  are  baptised,  or,  as  they  express  it,  consecrated  that  so 
the  Devil  may  be  afraid  of  the  sound  therepf,  and  keep  his  dis* 
tance  from  those  places  of  worship  in  which  they  are  fixed ; 
which  charms  can  be  reckoned  no  other  than  the  sport  of  the 
powers  of  darkness,  or  looked  on  by  them  with  contempt. 

(7.)  They  ascribe  a  divine,  yea,  a  meritorious  virtue,  to  the 
frequent  repeating  the  Lord's  prayer  in  Latin,  commonly  call- 
ed Pater  noiter,  and  the  angel's  salutation  of  the  virgin  Mary, 
mentioned  in  Luke  i.  28.  called  Ave  Maria;  which  words  they 
put  a  corrupt  sense  upon,  contrary  to  the  proper  meaning  there- 
of; which,  if  only  recited,  whether  understood  or  no,  it  is  reck- 
oned acceptable  service. 

(8.)  The  distinction  of  garments,  and  the  relative  holiness 
of  persons  that  wear  them  as  signified  thereby.  To  which  we 
may  add,  the  canonical  hours  which  are  appointed  for  the  per- 
forming divine  service  ;  especially  if  we  consider  the  reason 
which  they  allege  for  it,  namely,  because  there  was  something, 
remarkable  done  or  suffered  by  Christ,  at  those  hours  in  the 
day.     These  things  argue  them  guilty  of  superstition. 

(9.)  We  might  also  take  notice  of  the  many  things  which 
they  make  merchandise  of,  as  consecrated  bread,  wax  candles, 
&c.  to  which  they  ascribe  a  spiritual  virtue,  or  some  advanta- 
ges to  be  received  hereby,  by  those  that  purchase  them ;  which 
tends  to  advance  the  price  thereof.  There  are  also  the  relicts 
which  the)'-  call  the  church's  treasure,  or  those  rarities  which 
they  purchase  at  a  great  rate  ;  though  some  of  the  wiser  Pa- 
pists have  made  but  a  jest  of  them.  We  pass  by  rtiany  other 
superstitious  ceremonies  used  by  them,  for  brevity  sake,  and 
shall  only  observe, 

(10.)  Their  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jesus  ;  which  can  hard- 
ly be  vindicated  from  the  charge  of  superstition,  especially  be- 
cause no  extraordinary  instance  of  reverence  is  expressed  at 
the  mention  of  those  incommunicable  attributes  of  God,  which 
are  ascribed  to  him ;  nor,  indeed,  do  they  bow  the  knee  at  the 
mentioning  of  the  word  Saviour,  Christ,  or  Emmanuel,  or  when 
any  other  divine  characters  are  given  him. 

The  only  scripture  thev  make  use  of  to  vindicate  this  prac- 
tice, is  in  ^  Phi!,  ii.  10.  iT/iat  at  the  name  of  Resits  every  knee 
.should  bovj ;  whereas  it  is  plain,  that  this  boxv'ing  the  knee  does 
not  signify  a  bodily  gesture,  but  only  a  subjection  of  soul  to 
Christ,  as  angela^  authorities  and  poxvers  are  said  to  be  7nade 
subject  to  him,  1  Pet.  iii.  22.  These,  indeed,  are  a  very  con- 
siderable part  of  the  inhabitants  of  heaven,  but  they  have  no 
knees  to  bow  ;  and  as  for  things  tinder  the  earth,  to  wit,  the 
powers  of  darkness ;  they  do  not  bow  to  him  in  a  way  of  wor- 
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ship,  but  are  subjected  to  him  as  conquered  enemies.     Which 
leads  us  to  considei-, 

3.  That  they  are  guilty  of  the  breach  of  this  Commandment, 
who  frame  an  image  of  any  of  the  persons  of  the  Godhead,  or 
of  any  creature  in  heaven  or  earth,  as  a  means  or  help  made 
use  of  in  order  to  their  worshipping  God.  Here  it  must  be 
enquired, 

(1.)  Whether  the  making  images,  absolutely,  or  in  all  re- 
spects, be  unlawful.  To  which  it  is  generally  answered,  that 
if  pictures  representing  creatures,  either  in  heaven  or  earth,  be 
made  with  no  other  design,  but  in  an  historical  way,  to  propa- 
gate the  memory  of  persons,  and  their  actions  to  posterity,  it 
seems  not  to  be  a  breach  of  this  Commandment.  But  the  sin 
forbidden  therein,  expressed  in  those  words,  Making  to  our- 
selves  the  image  or  likeness  of  creatures  in  heaven  or  earthy  is 
when  we  design  to  worship  God  by  them  ;  and  accordingly 
the  using  bodily  gestures  to  them,  such  as  those  which  are 
•used  in  the  worship  of  God ;  as  bowing,  uncovering  the  head, 
Zic.  wherein  a  person  designs  an  act  of  worship,  is  idolatry. 
And  if  nothing  else  is  intended  but  the  worshipping  of  God  by 
them,  it  can  hardly  be  excused  from  the  appearance  of  idola- 
try at  least ;  so  that,  according  to  one  of  the  rules  before  laid 
down  for  the  understanding  the  Ten  Commandments,  it  is  tq 
be  reckoned  a  breach  of  the  second  Commandment  j  which  is 
what  we  are  now  considering  *. 

(2.)  It  must  farther  be  enquired,  whether  it  be  unlawful  to 
represent  any  of  the  persons  in  the  Godhead,  by  pictm-es  or 
carved  images  ?  to  this  we  answer,  that  God  being  infinite  and 
incomprehensible,  it  is  impossible  to  frame  any  image  like  him, 
Isa.  xl.  18.  chap.  xlvi.  5.  Acts  xvii.  29.  Moreover,  he  assigns 
this  as  a  reason  why  Israel  should  make  no  image  of  him,  be- 
cause they  saw  no  manner  of  similitude  -when  he  spake  to  them 
in  Horeby  out  of  the  tnidst  of  the  fire  ;  and  adds,  lest  ye  corrupt 
yourselves y  and  make  you  a  graven  imager  Deut.  iv.  15,  16. 
And  the  apostle  styles  this  an  offering  the  highest  affront  to 
God,  when  he  speaks  of  some  who  changed  the  glory  of  the  in- 
corruptible God  into  an  image  made  like  to  corruptible  man, 
Rom.  i.  23. 

There  are  others,  who,  though  they  do  not  much  care  to  de- 
fend the  practice  of  making  pictures  of  God,  yet  plead  for  de- 
scribing an  emblem  of  the  Trinity,  such  as  a  triangle,  with  the 
name  Jehovah  in  the  midst  of  it.  But  that  which  I  would  ob- 
sex've  concerning  this  practice  is,  that  if  the  design  hereof  be 
to  worship  God  by  it,  it  is  idolatry;  but  if  not,  it  is  unwarrant- 
able, and,  indeed,  unnecessary  ;  since  a  Trinity  of  persons  in 
the  unity  of  the  divine  essence,  is  to  be  understood  as  reveal- 

*  See  Page  ^^%. 
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ed  in  scripture,  and  not  brought  to  our  remembrance  by  an 
emblem,  which  is  an  ordinance  of  our  own  invention. 

It  is  farther  enquired,  whether  we  may  not  describe  our  Sa- 
viour, as  he  sometimes  is  by  t)je  Papists,  in  those  things  that 
respect  his  human  nature  ?  whether  we  may  not  pourtray  him 
as  an  infant  in  his  mother's  arms;  or,  as  conversing  here  on 
earth,  or  hanging  on  the  cross;  as  they  not  only  describe  him, 
but  adore  this  image  or  representation  of  Christ  crucified, 
which  they  call  a  crucifix  ?  To  this  we  answer ;  that  whatever 
of  Christ  comes  within  the  reach  of  the  art  of  man  to  deline- 
ate or  describe,  is  only  his  human  nature,  which  is  not  the  ob- 
ject of  divine  adoration  ;  and  therefore  this  rather  tends  to  de- 
base than  give  us  raised  and  becoming  conceptions  of  him  as 
such. 

As  to  what  is  argued  by  some,  to  prove  that  it  is  not  un- 
lawful to  make  an  image  of  God,  inasmuch  as  he  is  sometimes  ♦ 
represented  as  having  a  body,  or  bodily  parts  ;  and  the  pro- 
phet Daniel  describes  God  the  Father,  as  the  micient  cf  daifSy 
Dan.  vii.  9.  therefore,  they  suppose,  that  it  is  not  unlawful  for 
them  to  make  such  representations  of  him  by  images.  To  this 
it  may  be  answered,  that  God's  being  described  by  the  parts 
of  human  bodies,  is  in  condescension  to  the  weakness  of  our 
capacities,  or  agreeable  to  human  modes  of  speaking;  in  which- 
the  eifc  signifies  wisdom,  the  arm  power,  the  heart  love,  &c. 
We  are,  notwithstanding  those  modes  of  expression,  to  abstract 
in  our  thoughts,  every  thing  that  is  carnal,  or  applicable  to  the. 
creature  when  conceiving  of  him,  and  therefore  not  to  give  oc- 
casion to  any  to  think  that  he  is  like  ourselves,  by  describing 
him  in  such  a  way.  The  Papists  not  only  plead  for  making 
such  like  images,  but  set  them  up  in  churches,  calling  them  the 
laymen's  books,  with  a  design  to  instruct  thenj  in  those  things 
which  the  image  represents.  To  which  it  may  be  replied,  that 
such  a  method  of  instruction  is  without  any  warrant  from  scrip- 
ture, as  well  as  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  purest  ages  of 
the  church,  who  always  thought  that  the  word  of  God  was  suf- 
ficient to  lead  them  into  the  knowledge  of  himself,  without  ma- 
king use  of  a  picture  to  that  end. 

But  notwithstanding  this  colour  is  put  on  their  practice,  oL' 
setting  up  such-like  images  in  churches  ;  yet  there  are  some 
who  plead  for  the  worship  of  images,  only  with  this  distinction, 
that  it  is  a  subordinate  or  a  relative  worship  that  they  give  to 
them,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  highest  worship  is  given  to 
God  only  ;  in  which  respect  they  cannot  exculpate  themselves 
from  the  charge  of  idolatry.  And,  indeed,  in  some  of  their 
books  of  devotion,  we  find  the  same  expressions  used,  when 
they  address  themselves  to  the  creature,  as  though  they  were 
paying  divine  adoration  to  God;  particularly  in  the  book,  that 
is  well  known  among  them,  called  the  Virgin  Manj^  F.salter  i 
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in  which  her  name  is  often  inserted  instead  of  the  name  of  God, 

which  is  the  highest  strain  of  blasphetny.  Thus  when  it  is  said, 
O  conie  let  us  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Idaker^  Psal.  xcv.  6. 
instead  of  the  Lord^  ihcy  put  the  Vtrghi  Mary.  And  when  it 
is  said,  Have  mercy  upon  me^  0  God^  &c.  Psal.  li.  1.  they  pray, 
Have  ?nercy  upon  me,  0  Lady,  he.  which  expressions  cannot 
be  read  without  detestation.  And  there  are  many  more  to  the 
like  purpose,  in  that  book. 

When  this  has  been  objected  against  them  as  a  specimen  of 
their  idolatry,  all  the  reply  they  make  to  it  is  ;  that  the  book 
was  written  by  a  private  person,  as  an  help  to  devotion,  but 
not  established  by  the  authority  of  the  church,  which  is  not  to 
be  charged  with  every  absurdity  ^vhich  some  of  their  commu- 
nion may  advance.  To  which  it  may  be  replied,  that  the 
church  of  Rome  has  been  very  ready  to  condemn  better  books, 
written  by  those  who  were  not  in  their  communion  ;  whereas 
they  never  publicly  condemned  this  book,  but  rather  commend- 
ed it,  as  written  with  a  good  design. 

Besides  we  may  farther  observe,  that  there  are  many  blas- 
phemous expressions  given  to  the  virgin  Mary,  in  their  Bre- 
viaries and  Missals,  which  are  used  by  public  authority.  Thus 
she  is  often  addressed  to  in  such  characters  as  these,  viz.  the 
mother  of  mercv,  the  gate  of  heaven,  the  queen  of  heaven,  the 
empress  of  the  world  ;  and  sometimes  she  is  desired  not  only 
to  pray  her  son  to  help  them,  but,  by  the  authority  of  a  moth- 
er, to  command  him  to  do  it.  At  other  times  they  desii'e  her 
to  help  and  save  them  herseii  ;  and  accordingly  they  give  her 
the  title  of  Redeemer,  and  Saviour,  as  well  as  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  And  sometimes  they  profess  themselves  to  put  their 
trust  and  confidence  in  her.  If  this  be  not  idolatry,  where  is 
there  any  to  be  found  in  the  world  ? 

To  this  we  may  also  add,  that  idolatry  which  is  practised  by 
them  in  their  devotion,  to  the  images  of  other  saints.  Every 
saint  in  their  Kalendar  is  called  upon,  in  his  turn  ;  among 
whom  some  indeed  were  good  men,  as  the  martyrs,  who  refu- 
sed to  be  worshipped  while  on  earth  ;  how  much  soever  these 
worship  them  now  they  are  in  heaven.  But  there  are  others 
whom  the  Popes  have  canonized  for  saints,  who  were  little  bet- 
ter than  devils  incarnate,  while  they  v/ere  here  upon  earth  ; 
and  others  have  been  rebels  and  traitors  to  their  king  and  coun- 
try, and  suffered  the  just  reward  of  their  wickedness ;  such  as 
these  are  found  among  those  whom  they  pay  this  worship  to. 
There  are  also  others  whom  they  worshipped  as  saints  ;  coeh 
cerning  whom  it  may  be  much  questioned  whether  there  ever 
v/ere  such  persons  in  the  world ;  these  may  be  called  fabulous 
raints.  Nevertheless,  images  are  made  to  their  honour,  and 
prayers  directed  to  them.  And  there  are  other  things  wor- 
shipped by  them,  which  never  had  life,  as  the  picture  of  the 
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cross,  and  many  pretended  relics  of  the  saints.  So  that  upon 
the  whole,  we  cannot  bat  think  that  we  have,  in  this  niode  of 
v-orship,  a  notorious  instance  of  the  breach  of  this  Command- 
ment. And  we  cannot  but  conclude,  that  herein  they  have  a- 
postatized,  or  turned  aside  from  the  purity  of  the  gospel. 

It  may  be  observed,  that  the  church,  for  the  first  three  hun- 
dred years  after  Christ,  had  comparatively,  but  little  supersti- 
tion, and  no  idolatry  ;  but  in  the  fourth  Century,  superstition 
began  to  insinuate  itself  into  it ;  then  it  was  that  the  pictures 
of  the  martyrs,  who  had  suffered  in  Christ's  cause,  were  first 
f.et  up  in  churches,  though  without  any  design  of  worshipping 
them ;  and  this  was  not  universally  approved  of.  As  for 
a magC' worship,  it  was  not  brought  into  the  church  till  above 
seven  hundred  years  after  Christ ;  and  then  there  was  a  consi- 
derable opposition  made  to  it  by  some  ;  and  this  kind  of  wor- 
ship was  set  up  in  one  reign,  and  prohibited  in  another ;  but 
afterwards  it  universally  prevailed  in  the  Romish  church,  when 
arrived  to  that  height  of  impiety  and  idolatry,  without  opposi- 
tion, as  it  is  at  this  day.     We  now  proceed  to  observe, 

III.  The  reasons  annexed  to  this  Commandment,  which  are 
taken  from  the  consideration  of  what  God  is  in  himself;  I  am 
the  Lcrd^  or  Jehovah  ;  which  being  a  name  never  given  to  any 
creature,  is  expressive  of  all  his  divine  perfections,  which  ren- 
der him  the  object  of  worship,  and  oblige  us  to  perform  that 
worship  which  he  requires,  in  such  a  way  as  is  agreeable  there- 
unto; he  also  styles  himself  a  God  to  his  people,  lam  thy  Godi 
therefore  to  set  up  strange  gods,  or  to  worship  him  in  a  way 
not  prescribed  by  him,  is  a  violation  of  his  covenant,  as  well 
as  not  performing  the  duty  we  owe  to  him,  and  would  render 
us  unfit  to  be  owned  by  him  as  his  people.  And  it  is  farther 
observed,  that  they  who  thus  corrupt  themselves,  and  pervert 
his  worship,  are  styled  haters  of  him,  and  therefore  can  expect 
nothing  but  to  be  dealt  with  as  enemies.  This  he  gives  them 
to  understand,  inasmuch  as  he  styles  h\mst\i  a  jealous^  or  sin- 
revenging  God^  visiting-  the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the 
children.  For  the  understanding  of  which,  let  it  be  consi- 
dered, . 

1.  That  though  God  does  not  punish  children  with  eternal 
destruction,  for  the  sins  of  their  immediate  parents,  yet  these 
oftentimes  bring  temporal  judgments  on  families.  Thus  all 
the  children  of  Israel  that  murmured  and  despised  the  good 
land,  so  far  bare  their  fathers  iniquity,  that  they  wandered  m 
the  wilderness  near  forty  years. 

2.  These  judgments  fall  heavier  on  those  children  that  make 
their  parents  sins  their  own  ;  which  was  the  case  of  the  J^'^^"* 
Upon  which  occasion  our  Saviour  tells  them,  that  all  the  blood 
that  was  shed  upon  the  eart^i^  shoidd  come  upon  them^from  ths 

Vol.  III.  3  N 


466  THE  THIRD  COMMANDMENT. 

hlood  of  rig-hteous  Abely  unto  the  blood  of  Zacharlas^  tvhom  they 
slezv  between  the  temple  and  the  altar^  Matt,  xxiii.  35.  They 
approved  of,  and  committed  the  same  sins  which  their  fathers 
vrerc  guiity  of,  and  consequently  are  said  to  fill  up  the  measure 
of  their  sins;  therefore  the  judgments  of  God,  which  they  ex- 
posed themselves  to,  were  most  terrible. 

3.  Whatever  temporal  judgments  may  be  inflicted  on  chil- 
dren for  their  parents  sins,  shall  be  sanctified,  and  redound  to 
their  spiritual  advantage,  as  well  as  end  in  their  everlasting 
happiness,  if  they  do  not  follow  their  bad  example ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  farther  observed,  that  God  shezvs  mercy  unto  thou- 
sands of  them  that  love  him^  and  keep  his  Commandments^ 
These  are  very  great  motives  and  inducements  to  enforce  the 
observation  of  all  God's  Commandments,  and  this  in  particu- 
lar. 


Quest.  CXI.  Which  is  the  third  Commandment  ? 

Answ.  The  third  Commandment  is.  Thou  shah  not  take  the 
natne  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain;  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold 
him  ginltlcss^  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain. 

Quest.  CXII.  What  is  required  in  the  third  Commandment  ? 

Answ.  The  third  Commandment  requires,  that  the  name  of 
God,  his  titles,  attributes,  ordinances,  the  word,  sacraments, 
prayer,  oaths,  vows,  lots,  his  works,  and  whatsoever  else 
there  is  whereby  he  makes  himself  known,  be  holily  and 
reverently  used  in  thought,  meditation,  word,  writing,  by  an 
holy  profession,  and  answerable  conversation,  to  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  good  of  ourselves  and  others. 

Quest.  CXIII.  What  are  the  sins  forbidden  in  the  third  Com- 
mandjnent  P 

Answ.  The  sins  forbidden  in  the  third  Commandment  are, 
the  not  using  of  God's  name  as  is  required,  and  the  abuse 
ot  it,  in  an  ignorant,  vain,  irreverent,  profane,  superstitious, 
or  wicked  mentioning  or  otherwise  using  his  titles,  attri- 
butes, ordinances,  or  works;  by  blasphemy,  perjury;  all 
sinful  cursings,  oaths,  vows,  and  lots ;  violating  of  our  oaths, 
and  vows,  if  lawful,  and  fulfilling  them,  if  of  things  unlaw- 
ful, murmuring  and  quarrelling  at,  curious  prying  into,  and 
misapplying  of  God's  decrees,  and  providences,  misinter- 
preting, misapplying,  or  any  way  perverting  the  word,  or 
any  part  of  it,  to  profane  jests,  curious  or  unprofitable  ques- 
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tions,  vain  janglings,  or  the  maintaining  of  false  doctrines, 
abusing  it,  the  creatures,  or  any  thing  contained  under  the 
name  of  God,  to  charms,  or  sinful  lusts  and  practices,  the 
maligning,  scorning,  reviling,  or  any  ways  opposing  of  God's 
truth,  grace,  and  ways,  making  profession  of  religion  in 
hypocrisy,  or  for  sinister  ends ;  being  ashamed  of  it,  or  a 
shame  to  it,  by  uncomfortable,  unwise,  unfruitful,  and  offen- 
sive walkings,  or  backslidings  from  it. 

Quest.  CXIV.  What  are  the  reasons  annexed  to  the  third 
Commandfnent  P 

Answ.  The  reasons  annexed  to  the  third  Commandment  in 
these  words  [the  Lord  thy  God]  and  [for  the  Lord  will  not 
hold  him  gv.iltless  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain]  are,  because, 
he  is  the  Lord  and  our  God,  and  therefore  his  name  is  not 
to  be  profaned,  or  any  way  abused  by  us,  especially,  because 
he  is  so  far  from  acquitting  and  sparing  the  transgressors  of 
this  Commandment,  as  that  he  will  not  suffer  them  to  escape 
his  righteous  judgment,  albeit,  many  such  escape  the  cen- 
sures and  punishments  of  men. 

AS  the  second  Commandment  respects  the  manner  in  which 
God  is  to  be  worshipped,  agreeably  to  his  revealed  will; 
in  this  we  are  commanded  to  worship  him  with  that  frame  of 
s-pirit  which  is  suitable  to  the  greatness  of  the  work,  and  the 
Majesty  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do.  By  the  name  of 
God  we  are  to  understand  all  those  things  whereby  he  is  pleas- 
ed to  make  himself  known;  and  these  are  his  names,  titles, 
attributes,  words  and  works.  The  attributes  of  God  have 
been  largely  insisted  on  in  that  question,  What  is  God'*?  His 
names  and  titles  have  also  been  considered,  as  belonging  to 
all  the  persons  of  the  Godhead,  in  proving  that  the  Son  and 
Holy  Ghost  are  God  equal  with  the  Father  f.  His  word  is 
that  in  which  the  glory  that  is  contained  in  his  names,  titles 
and  attributes,  is  set  forth  in  the  most  glorious  manner.  Thus 
the  Psalmist  says,  Thou  hast  magnijied  thy  rvord  above  all  thy 
name^  Psal.  cxxxviii.  2.  or,  thou  hast  given  a  brighter  disco- 
very of  thyself  in  thy  word,  than  thou  hast  done  in  any  thing 
else,  by  which  thou  hast  made  thyself  known  to  thy  creatures. 
And  as  for  the  works  of  God,  whether  of  nature  or  of  grace, 
these  are  designed  to  lead  us  into  the  knowledge  of  his  power, 
wisdom,  goodness,  holiness  and  faithfulness,  which  are  emi- 
nently grorified  in  all  that  he  does.  Now  this  Commandment 
respects  our  having  a  due  regard  to  all  those  wiiys  whereby 
he  makes  himself  known,  and  contains  a  prohibition  of  every 
thing  that  may  tend  to  cast  the  least  dishonour  upon  them. 

*  See  Vol  I.  Quest,  iv.  t  Q«est.  xi. 
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The  method  in  which  we  are  led  to  speak  to  it,  is  to  con- 
sider, 

I.  What  is  required  in  it.  This  supposes,  that  it  is  an  in- 
dispensible  duty  for  us  to  make  mention  of  the  name  of  God. 
Since  he  has  given  us  some  discoveries  of  himself,  by  what 
means  soever  he  has  done  it,  it  would  be  an  instance  of  the 
highest  contempt  of  the  greatest  privilege,  for  us  to  express 
no  regard  to  them ;  which  they  may  be  said  practically  to  do, 
who  make  no  profession  of  religion,  and  desire  not  to  be  in^ 
structed  in  those  things  which  relate  to  the  name  and  glory  of 
God ;  which  argues  a  person  to  be  abandoned  to  the  greatest 
wickedness,  and  to  live  without  God  in  the  world. 

Now  there  are  several  duties  mentioned  in  this  answer,  in 
which  we  are  said  to  make  use  of  God*s  name ;  particularly, 
when  we  attend  on  his  ordinances,  viz.  the  word,  sacraments 
and  prayer ;  and  take  religious  oaths,  and  make  solemn  vows ; 
which,  doubtless,  are  to  be  performed  with  the  utmost  reve- 
rence. We  have  many  instances,  in  scripture,  of  holy  men 
who,  when  they  have  drawn  nigh  to  him  in  prayer,  have  ador- 
ed his  divine  perfections,  with  a  becoming  humility.  Thus 
Solomon,  at  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  addresses  himself  to 
God ;  There  is  7io  god  like  thee^  in  heaven  above^  or  on  earth 
beneath,  who  keepest  covenant  and  mercy  -with  thy  servants^ 
that  walk  before  thee  with  all  their  hearty  1  Kings  viii.  23. 
And  Jacob,  when  wrestling  with  God  in  prayer,  says,  O  God 
of  my  father  Abraham,  and  God  of  my  father  Isaac,  the  Lord 
which  saidst  unto  ?ne,  Return  to  thine  own  country,  and  to  thy 
kindred,  and  I  will  deal  well  with  thee,  lam  not  worthy  of  the 
least  of  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth,  which  thou  hast 
shewed  unto  thy  servant.  Gen.  xxxii.  9,  10.  And  Hezekiah 
expresses  himself  thus  in  prayer,  0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  which 
dwellest  between  the  cherubitns,  thou  art  the  God,  even  thou 
alone,  of  all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth,  thou  hast  made  heaven 
and  earth,  2  Kings  xix.  25.  And  Daniel  in  prayer,  styles 
him,  The  great  and  dreadful  God,  keeping  the  covenant,  and 
mercij  to  them  that  love  him,  and  to  them  that  keep  his  com- 
mandments, Dan.  ix.  4.  And  Abraham,  when  standing  be- 
fore the  Lord,  and  pleading  in  behalf  of  Sodom,  says,  Behold, 
now  I  have  taken  upon  me  to  speak  imto  the  Lord,xuhich  am 
but  dust  and  ashes.  Gen.  xviii.  27.  And  the  inhabitants  of 
heaven,  who  are  nearest  the  throne  of  God,  are  represented  as 
worshipping  him  with  the  greatest  reverence,  casting  their 
crowns  before  the  throne,  in  token  of  their  being  unworthy  of 
tiie  honour  that  they  are  advanced  to,  and  saying.  Thou  art 
worthy,  0  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour  and  power.  Rev. 
iv.  10,  11.  which  is  to  be  understood  of  him,  exclusive  of  all 
Others.    And  as  this  reverence  Is  to  be  expressed  when  we 
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ask  any  thing  at  the  hand  of  God,  by  a  parity  of  reason,  it 
ought  to  expressed  in  any  other  religious  duty,  on  which  he 
has  made,  some  impressions  ol  his  glory. 

If  it  be  enquired,  whether  this  reverence  is  consistent  with 
that  boldness  which  believers  are  said  to  have  in  prayer,  when 
they  are  exhorted  to  come  boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grnce^  Heb. 
iv.  16.  and  to  have  boldness  to  e?iter  into  the  holiest  of  ally  by 
the  blood  of  Jesusy  chap.  x.  To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that 
the  word  there  used  *,  which  is  called  boldness,  may  be  ren- 
dered a  liberty  oi  speech.  So  that  though  he  be  infinitely 
above  us,  and  a  God  of  infinite  holiness  and  purity,  and  there- 
fore has  the  utmost  abhorrence  of  sin,  which  we  have  reason 
to  charge  ourselves  with,  yet  we  are  encouraged  to  come  to 
him,  as  sitting  on  a  throne  of  grace  :  from  whence  he  displays 
his  glory,  as  a  sin-pardoning  God,  who  otherwise  appears  in 
his  jealousy,  as  a  sin-revei^ing  Judge.  Thei-elore  this  bold' 
ness  is  nothing  else  but  our  making  use  of  that  liberty  which 
God  gives  us  to  come  into  his  presence  with  hope  of  being  ac- 
cepted in  his  sight,  in  and  through  a  Mediator. 

We  might  farther  observe,  that  as  we  are  to  express  an 
iioly  reverence,  in  drawing  nigh  to  God,  in  all  religious  duties; 
so  we  ought  npt  to  think  of  any  of  his  works,  but  with  a  due 
regard  to,  and  the  highest  veneration  of,  his  glory  shining 
forth  therein.  Thus  it  is  said.  Remember  that  thou  magnify 
his  zuorky  which  jnen  behold^  Job  xxxvi,  24.  and  this  reverence 
is  to  be  expressed  in  our  meditations,  words  and  writings ;  so 
that  we  should  never  think  or  treat  of  divine  subjects,  but  in 
an  holy  manner ;  we  should  never  speak  of  any  thing,  by  which 
God  manifests  his  glory,  but  with  a  design  to  beget  in  our- 
selves and  others,  a  reverential  fear  of,  and  the  highest  esteem 
for  him. 

II.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  sins  forbidden  in  this  Com- 
mandment ;  and  accordingly,  we  violate  it  by  not  using  the 
name  of  God  in  such  a  way  as  it  is  required.  This  includes 
in  it, 

1.  The  not  making  any  profession  of  religion,  as  being  afraid 
or  ashamed  to  own,  that  in  which  the  name  of  God  is  so  much 
concerned.  Persons,  indeed,  do  not  usually  arrive  to  this 
height  of  wickedness  at  once ;  but  the  mind  is  alienated  front 
God,  and  his  worship,  by  degrees.  There  is  first  a  great  deal 
of  lukewarmness,  formality,  and  hypocrisy,  reigning  in  the 
heart  of  man  ;  so  that  if  they  attend  on  the  ordinances  of  God's 
worship,  it  is  with  great  indifferency,  many  prejudices  entet;;^ 
tained  against  them,  and  with  such  a  fr?.nie  of  spirit  as  savour? 
more  proianeness  than  true  religion.  After  this  they  arc 
ashamed  of  Christ  and  his  cause,  being  influenced  by  the  rc- 
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proach  that  is  cast  on  it  in  the  world.  Thus  the  Jews  prci- 
tended,  concerning  Christianity,  that  it  was  a  sect  every  where 
spoken  against^  Acts  xxviii.  22.  And  Demas  forsook  the 
apostle,  having  loved  this  present  worlds  2  Tim.  iv.  10.  being 
more  concerned  for  his  reputation  in  it,  than  for  Christ's  in- 
terest. After  this,  such  cast  off  all  public  worship ;  and  this 
is  generally  attended  with  a  seared  conscience,  and  running 
into  all  excess  of  riot. 

2.  Persons  take  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  when  though  they 
rnake  a  profession  of  religion,  y-t  it  is  not  in  such  a  way  as 
God  has  required ;  and  this  is  done  by  usiilg  his  titles,  attri- 
butes, or  any  ordinances  or  works,  in  which  he  makes  himself 
known  in  an  unbecoming  manner;  with  ignorance,  when  we 
speak  of  the  divine  perfections,  and,  at  the  same  time,  have 
no  just  ideas  of  what  is  intended  thereby ;  or  when  we  use  the 
name  of  God  with  a  vanity  or  levity  of  spirit,  and  mention 
sacred  things  in  a  common  way,  whereby  we  may  be  said  to 
profane  them ;  or  when  we  superstitiously  pay  a  kind  of  vene- 
ration to  the  sound  of  words,  relating  to  divine  matters,  but 
regard  not  the  thing  signified  thereby.  This  is  using  the  name 
of  God  in  such  a  way  as  he  has  not  required,  and  consequently 
taking  it  in  vain. 

3.  The  name  of  God  is  taken  in  vain  by  blasphemy ;  which 
is  a  thinking  or  speaking  reproachfully  of  him,  as  though  he 
had  no  right  to  the  glory  that  belongs  to  his  name ;  which  is, 
in  effect,  a  cursing  him  in  our  hearts,  and  offering  the  greatest 
injury  that  can  be  done,  to  a  God  of  infinite  perfection ;  which, 
though  it  be  no  real  lessening  his  essential  glory,  yet  it  argues 
the  greatest  malignity,  and  highest  degree  of  impiety  in  those 
that  are  guilty  of  it.  This  was  so  great  a  crime,  that,  by 
God's  command,  it  was  punished  with  death.  Lev.  xxiv.  16. 

4.  This  Commandment  is  broken  by  not  using  religious 
oaths  in  a  right  manner,  or  by  violating  them;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  by  all  sinful  and  profane  oaths  and  cursing. 

(1.)  By  not  using  religious  oaths  in  a  right  manner.  It  is 
certain,  that  we  are,  upon  extraordinary  occasions,  to  make 
mention  of  the  name  of  God,  by  solemn  oaths,  in  which  we 
appeal  to  him  as  a  God  of  truth,  the  searcher  of  hearts,  and 
the  avanger  of  falsehood.     That  this  is  a  dutv,  appears, 

[l.]  In  that  we  have  various  instances,  in  scripture,  of  God's 
condescending  to  confirm  what  he  has  spoken  by  an  oath; 
wherein  he  appeals  to  his  own  perfections  for  the  confirmation 
of  our  faith.  Thus  he  is  represented  as  swearing  by  himself, 
and  by  his  holiness^  Gen.  xxii.  16,  17.  Psal.  ixxxix.  35. 

[2.]  There  are  several  examples  and  commands,  in  scripture, 
which  make  it  our  duty  to  appeal  to  God,  on  some  occasions, 
by  solemn  oaths.     Thus  it  is  said,  Thou  shalt  fear  the  Lord 
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thy  God^  and  serve  him,  and  shalt  swear  by  his  name,  Deut.  vi» 
13.  And  elsewhere,  lo  me  every  knee  shall  boiX),  and  every 
tongue  shall  swear,  Isa.  xlv.  23.  But  we  must  observe  that 
there  is  a  vast  difference  between  God's  swearing  by  himself, 
or  by  any  of  his  perfections,  and  man's  swearuig  by  him. 
When  God  swears  by  himself,  it  is  a  display  of  the  glory  of 
his  perfections,  as  a  God  that  cannot  lye ;  but  when  man  swears 
by  him,  it  is  an  act  of  religious  worship,  containing  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  perfections,  and  an  appeal  to  him,  as  a  God  of 
truth,  and  the  avenger  of  a  lye.  Therefore  an  oath  is  not  to 
be  taken,  but  in  matters  of  great  importance,  which  cannot  be 
decided  without  it;  and  being  an  act  of  religious  worship,  it 
ought  to  be  performed  in  the  most  solemn  manner;  otherwise 
we  profane  the  name  of  God,  and  so  violate  this  command- 
ment. This  respects  not  so  much  the  form  used  in  swearing, 
as  the  levity  of  spirit  with  which  it  is  done,  or  our  pretending 
to  confirm  that  which  is  false  hereby. 

The  form  used  in  solemn  oaths  has  been  various. 
1st,  We  read  of  some  ceremonies  used  in  sv/caring,  that 
were  only  occasional.  Thus  when  Jacob  and  Laban  took  a 
solemn  oath  to  each  other,  at  their  parting,  a  pillar  rvas  erec- 
ted, and  a  heap  of  stones  gathered  together,  and  they  both  eat 
upon  the  heaps  and  sware  by  the  God  of  Abraham  and  Nahor^ 
and  the  fear  of  Isaac,  that  they  would  do  no  injury  to  each 
■other,  Gen.  xxxi.  45, — 5Z.  Also  we  read,  that  when  Abra- 
ham made  his  servant  swear,  that  he  would  take  a  wife  for 
Isaac,  from  among  his  kindred,  and  not  out  of  the  land  where 
he  dwelt,  he  ordered  him  to  put  his  hand  under  his  thigh^ 
chap.  xxiv.  2,  3,  4.  This  form  of  swearing  seemed  to  be  an 
appeal  to  God,  as  having  promised  that  his  seed  should  be  in- 
creased and  multiplied,  and  that  in  his  seed,  all  the  families  of 
the  earth  should  be  blessed ;  which  was  a  circumstance  well 
adapted  to  the  matter  and  occasion  of  the  oath,  viz.  that  he 
should  provide  such  a  wife  for  Isaac  as  God  approved  of. 

2dly,  The  common  form  of  swearing  used  of  old,  seems  to 
have  been  by  lifting  up  the  hand  to  heaven,  thereby  signifying 
their  appeal  to  God,  whose  throne  is  there ;  accordingly  the 
lifting  up  the  hand  to  heaven  imports  the  same  thing  as  to 
swear,  according  to  the  scripture-mode  of  speaking,  Deut. 
xxxii.  40.  In  this  manner  Abraham  sware,  Gen.  xiv.  22,  23. 
and  the  angel  which  appeared  to  John,  Rev.  x.  5.  and  this  is 
undoubtedly,  a  vtry  good  and  justifiable  form  of  swearing; 
and  it  is  used,  in  some  Protestant  countries,  even  at  this  day 
As  to  the  form  used  by  us  in  public  solemn  oaths,  viz.  lay- 
ing the  hand  on  the  Bible,  or  on  the  gospels,  and  kissing  th^ 
book,  it  is  no  where  warranted  by  scripture,  and  therefore  is 
not  so  eligible  as  that  of  lifting  up  the  hand ;  yet  because  it  i:< 
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the  common  legal  form  used  among  us,  it  is  rather  to  be  com- 
plied with,  than  that  the  duty  should  be  neglected ;  because^ 
as  has  been  but  now  observed,  some  forms  of  swearing  are 
said  to  have  been  used  in  scripture,  and  not  reproved,  which 
were  of  men's  invention.  And  the  thing  principally  to  be 
looked  at  in  an  oath,  is,  the  solemn  append  made  therein  to 
God.  Therefore  it  is  the  frame  of  spirit  with  which  this  is 
dbne,  that  is  chiefly  to  be  regarded.  And  what  we  have  pro- 
mised to  do,  is  religiously  to  be  observed,  that  so  our  oaths 
may  not  be  violated. 

Obj.  The  objections  against  the  use  of  religious  oaths,  are 
principally  taken  from  two  or  three  scriptures,  not  rightly  un- 
derstood, in  which  they  seem  to  be  forbidden ;  as  when  our 
Saviour  says,  I  say  unto  ijou.  Swear  not  at  all^  Matt.  v.  34. 
and  in  James  v.  12.  the  apostle  speaks  to  the  same  purpose; 
and  it  is  farther  objected,  that  the  prophet  speaks  of  this  as  a 
national  sin ;  when  he  says,  Because  of  swearing  the  land 
mournethy  Jer.  xxiii.  10. 

Answ,  In  these  scriptures  profane  swearing  is  forbidden; 
whereby  persons  make  use  of  the  name  of  God  to  confirm 
what  they  say,  in  a  ligiit  and  trifling  manner;  or  swearing  by 
creatures,  as  the  heaven,  the  earth,  or  any  creature  therein. 
But  they  do  not  forbid  swearing,  as  containing  in  it  a  religious 
appeal  unto  God  in  a  solemn  manner,  for  the  confirming  of 
what  we  assert.  And  when  the  prophet  speaks  of  the  land^s 
mourning  because  of  sxvearing^  it  may  be  rendered,  as  in  the 
margin  of  our  Bibles ;  because  of  cursing"  the  la?id  mourneth  ; 
intimating,  that  it  was  a  custom  among  them,  to  imprecate  the 
wrath  of  God  against  one  another;  which  was  a  sin  highly 
provoked  to  the  Majesty  of  heaven.  And,  besides,  it  appears 
that  the  prophet  is  speaking  of  profane  cursing  or  swearing,  by 
what  is  said  in  the  words  immediately  following ;  for  both 
prophet  and  priest  ore  profane.  So  that  people  of  all  ranks 
and  degrees,  were  profane ;  the  prophets  and  priests  by  abus- 
ing the  sacred  mysteries;  and  the  people,  in  their  common 
discourse,  using  oaths  and  curses ;  for  which  things  the  land 
mourned.  This  is  the  plain  sense  of  that  scripture ;  and  there- 
fore no  arguments  can  be  drawn  from  thence  to  prove  that 
solemn  and  religious  oaths  are  unlavrful. 

It  is,  indeed,  unlawful  to  swear  by  creatures,  as  is  observed 
in  the  scriptures  but  now  mentioned ;  for  they  are  not  omnis- 
cient, and  therefore  not  to  be  appealed  to  for  the  decided  mat- 
ters, which  are  known  to  none  but  ourselves,  and  the  Searcher 
of  hearts ;  neither  are  they  to  be  reckoned  avengers  of  the 
cause  of  injured  truth;  for  they  have  not  a  sovereignty  over 
man,  or  a  right  to  judge  and  punish  them  in  such  a  way  as 
God  has;  for  that  belongs  only  to  him,  and  therefore  to  swear 
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by  their  name,  is  to  give  them  a  branch  of  his  glory,  and  con- 
sequently to  take  his  name  in  vain. 

(2.)  This  Commandment  is  broken  by  violating  religious 
oaths,  both  those  that  are  assertory  or  promissory.  There- 
fore, when  men  assert  that,  for  truth,  which  is  uncertain ;  or, 
especially  if  they  know  it  to  be  false,  and  so  design  to  deceive, 
they  break  this  Commandment.  As  for  promissory  oaths, 
they  contain  an  appeal  to  God  concerning  what  respects  some 
things  to  be  done  by  us,  conducive  to  the  good  of  others.  Now 
we  are  guilty  of  the  breach  of  this  Commandment. 

[1.]  When  we  assert  a  thing,  without  impl)ing  this  condi- 
tion that  ought  to  be  contained  in  it,  if  Gqd  will,  or  he  be 
pleased  to  enable  us  to  do  it.  This  the  apostle  particularly 
mentions,  when  he  blames  those  who  say,  To  day  or  to  mor- 
row xve  xvill  go  to  such  a  city^  and  continue  there  a  year^  and 
buy^  and  sell^  and  get  gain.  Whereas  they  know  not  what  shall 
he  on  the  morrow.  And  therefore,  they  ought  to  say,  Jf  the 
Lord  will,  we  shall  live,  and  do  this,  or  that,  James  iv.  13,  15. 

[2.]  When  we  promise  a  thing,  that  is  out  of  our  power  to 
perform ;  and,  much  more,  when  we  do  not  design  to  per- 
form it. 

[3.]  Whe»we  promise  a  thing,  which  is  in  itself  unlawful  j 
as  the  Jews  did,  who  bound  the??iselves  under  a  curse,  that  they 
would  ?iot  eat  nor  drink  till  they  had  killed  Paul,  Acts  xxiii. 
32.  If  we  have  obliged  ourselves  by  an  oath,  to  perform  that 
which  is  unlawful,  as  we  sin  in  making,  we  should  do  so  in 
fulfilling  it.  There  are,  however,  some  cases  in  which  persons 
may  not  perform  what  they  have  sworn  to  do,  and  yet  not  be 
guilty  of  perjury,  or  violation  of  their  oaths ;  as, 

Ist^  When  they  have  used  their  utmost  endeavours  to  fulfil 
what  they  have  promised  to  do,  but  yet  cannot  accomplish  it. 
Though  here  it  must  be  observed,  that  if  the  thing  promised 
was  absolutely  out  of  their  power  when  the  promise  was  made, 
the  oath  (as  we  but  now  observed)  was  unlawful.  But  sup- 
posing the  thing  was  in  their  power  when  they  promised  it ; 
but  an  unforeseen  providence  has  put  it  out  of  their  power  at 
present,  though  they  have  used  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
perform  it,  they  are  not  chargeable  with  the  guilt  of  perjury. 

2dly,  If  we  have  promised  to  do  a  thing  that  is  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  another;  but  now  see  reason  to  alter  our  mind,  ap- 
prehending some  detriment  will  accrue  thereby  to  ourselves; 
we  must,  notwithstanding,  fulfil  our  promise.  Thus  the 
Psalmist  says,  he  sweareth  to  his  own  hurt,  and  changeth  noty 
Psal.  XXV.  4.  However,  if  the  person  to  whoni  we  have  made 
the  promise,  who  is  to  receive  the  advantage  by  our  fulfilling 
It,  is  willing  to  discharge  us  from  our  obligation,  we  may 
omit  to  do  it,  and  not  be  guilty  of  perjury. 

voj.  in.  3  o         ■ 
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Here  it  might  be  enquired ;  whether  we  are  always  obliged 
to  fulfil  a  promise  extorted  from  us  by  violence  ?  In  answer 
to  which,  it  is  generally  supposed,  by  divines,  that  we  are  not. 
Nevertheless,  the  person  can  hardly  be  excused  from  sin  in 
making  such  a  promise,  when  he  designs  not  to  perform  it, 
though  some  small  degree  of  force  or  threatening  were  used; 
especially  since  the  will  cannot  be  obliged  to  consent,  or  the 
tongue  to  utter  the  promise.  And  to  all  this  we  may  add, 
that  they  are  guilty  of  the  breach  of  this  Commandment  (how 
much  soever  they  may  think  themselves  guiltless)  who  use 
equivocations,  or  mental  reservations,  in  taking  solemn  and 
religious  oaths.  Thus  the  Papists  make  no  scruple  of  swear- 
ing to  support  the  government  under  which  they  live,  and  yet 
take  the  first  opportuniiy  that  oflfers  to  subvert  it,  pretending 
they  swore  to  support  it  as  it  stood  before  the  reformation; 
or  when  they  swear  allegiance  to  their  sovereign,  and  yet  do 
"what  they  can  to  dethrone  him ;  and  have  this  mental  reserva- 
tion, that  they  intended  only  to  do  it  for  the  present,  till  they 
have  a  convenient  opportunity  to  join  in  a  successful  rebellion. 
By  this  means  they  break  through  the  solemn  tie  of  religious 
oaths,  elude  the  lav/,  and  impose  upon  the  common  sense  of 
mankind,  in  such  a  way,  as  even  the  Heathen  themselves  are 
afraid  and  ashamed  to  do. 

(3.)  This  farther  leads  us  to  consider  this  Commandment 
as  broken  by  swearing  profanely ;  namely,  v/hen  we  make  use 
of  the  name  of  God,  and  pretend  to  confirm  what  we  assert 
by  an  appeal  to  him,  and,  at  the  same  time,  are  far  from  doing 
this  in  a  religious  manner.  This  many  do,  who  give  vent  to 
ij^ielr  passions  by  profane  swearing,  by  invoking  the  name  of 
God  upon  light  and  trifling  occasions,  without  that  due  regard 
•that  ought  always  to  be  paid  to  his  divine  Majesty. 

Under  this  head  we  may  observe,  that  cursing  is  a  vile  sin, 
%vhether  a  man  imprecates  the  wrath  of  God  on  himself  or 
others.  They  who  curse  themselves,  do,  in  effect,  pray  that 
God  would  hasten  their  everlasting  destruction;  as  though 
their  damnation  slumbered,  or  as  if  it  were  a  thing  to  be  wish- 
ed for.  These  do  that  which  the  devils  themselves  would  not 
venture  to  do.  And  to  curse  others  is  to  put  up  a  profane 
wicked  prayer  to  God,  to  pour  out  his  vengeance  upon  them, 
which  is  the  highest  aflPront  to  him;  as  though  the  vials  of  hh 
■wrath  were  to  be  emptied  on  men,  when  they  pleased,  to  sa- 
tisfy their  passionate  revenge  against  them.  This  also  includes 
in  it  a  vile  instance  of  uncharitableness,  towards  those  whom 
>ve  are  commanded  to  love  as  ourselves,  Matt.  xxii.  39.  And 
how  contraiy  is  it  to  that  golden  rule  laid  down  by  our  Saviour, 
All  things  xvhatsoever  ye  xvould  that  men  should  do  to  you^  do 
ye  even  so  to  them?  chap.  xvii.  12,     Thus  we  are  said  ta 
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break  this  Commandment  by  ptrjury  or  profane  swearing- 
And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  it  is  notoriously  broken  by  sin- 
ful vows;  either  when  wc  resolve,  or  determine,  to  do  what 
is  unlawful,  or  bring  ourselves  under  solemn  engagements,  to 
do  that  which  is  lawful,  to  our  own  strength,  without  depend- 
ance  on  the  grace  pf  God  in  Christ. 

(4.)  It  is  farther  observed  in  this  answer,  that  men  take  the 
name  of  God  in  vain,  by  sinful  lots ;  but  this  is  to  be  farther 
explained.  Therefore  let  it  be  considered ;  That  \.  'icn  lots 
were  an  ordinance  by  vvhich  God,  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
determined  things  that  were  before  unknown;  they  being  an 
instituted  means  of  appealing  to  him  for  that  end;  as  in  the 
case  of  Achan  and  others.  Josh.  vii.  13,  14.  Acts  i.  26.  thea 
lots  were  not  to  be  used  in  a  common  way,  for  that  would 
have  been  a  profaning  a  sacred  institution.  But  since  this  ex- 
traordinary ordinance  is  now  ceased,  it  does  not  seem  unlaw- 
ful, so  as  to  be  an  instance  of  profaneness,  to  make  use  of  lots 
in  civil  matters ;  (a)  provided  we  do  not  consider  them  as  an 
ordinance  which  God  has  appointed,  in  which  we  think  v/e 
have  ground  to  expect  his  immediate  interposure ;  and  to  de- 
pend upon  it  as  though  it  were  a  divine  oracle.  In  this  view 
it  would  be  unlawful  at  present,  to  use  lots  in  ai^y  respect 
whatsoever. 

(5.)  Persons  are  said  to  break  this  Commandment  by  inur- 
muring,  quarrelling  at,  curiously  prying  into,  and  misapplying 
God's  decrees  or  providences,  or  perverting  what  he  has  re- 
vealed in  his  word,  z.  e.  when  we  apply  things  sacred  to  pro- 
fane uses,  and  have  not  a  due  regard  tp  the  glory  of  God, 
which  is  contained  therein;  when  we  pervert  scripture,  by 
making  use  of  those  sacred  expressions  that  are  contained 
therein,  in  our  common  discourse,  as  some  make  the  scripture 
the  subject  of  their  profane  wit  and  drollery.  This  is  certainly 
a  taking  God's  name  in  vain.  And,  it  is  farther  added,  that 
we  do  so,  by  maintaining  false  doctrines,  i.  e,  when  we  pretend, 
that  such  a  doctrine  is  from  God,  when  it  is  not,  or  that  he 
makes  himself  known  hereby ;  when  the  doctrine  is  altogethei 
disowned  by  him. 

(6.)  This  Commandment  is  farther  broken,  by  making  use 
of  God's  name  as  a  charm;  as  when  the  writing,  or  prcnounc-» 
ing  some  name  of  God,  is  pretended  to  be  an  expedient  to  heal 
diseases,  or  drive  away  evil  spirits ;  which  is  a  great  instance 
of  profaneness,  and  that  which  he  abhors. 

(7.)  This  Commandment  is  farther  broken,  by  reviling  or 


(a)  If  they  appeal  to  God  in  an  irreverent  manner,  they  are  a  viol:ition  of  this 
eommandment.  If  they  be  not  appeals  to  hjm,  they  are  in  fact^  an  appUcitlomtO 
him  without  any  knowledge  of  him,  and  this  is  .^theism.  ' 
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opposing  God's  truth,  grace,  and  ways ;  whereby  v/e  cast  con- 
tempt on  that  which  is  most  sacred,  and  lightly  esteemed  that 
which  he  sets  such  a  value  on,  and  makes  himself  known  bj*. 
To  this  we  may  add,  that  this  is  done  bj'  hypocrisy,  and  sinis- 
ter ends  in  religion,  whereby  we  walk,  so  that  we  are  an  offence 
to  others,  and  backslide  from  the  ways  of  God.  This  in  an 
abuse  of  that  which  ought  to  be  our  glory,  and  a  disregarding 
that,  whereby  God  manifests  his  name  and  glory  to  the  world- 
Ill.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  reasons  annexed  to  the 
third  Commandment.     And  these  are  taken, 

1.  From  the  consideration  of  what  God  is  in  himself,  as  he 
is  the  Lordj  whose  name  alone  is  Jehovah;  whereby  h»  puts 
us  in  mind  of  his  sovereignty  over  us,  and  his  undoubted  right 
to  obedience  from  us ;  and  hereby  intimates  that  his  excellency 
should  fill  us  with  the  greatest  reverence  and  humility,  when 
we  think  or  speak  of  any  thing,  by  which  he  makes  himself 
known.  Moreover,  he  reveals  himself  to  his  people  as  their 
God,  that  so  his  greatness  should'  not  confound  us,  or  his 
dread,  as  an  absolute  God,  whom  we  have  offended,  make  us 
despair  of  being  accepted  in  his  sight.  Therefore  we  are  to 
loc'^  upon  him  as  our  reconciled  God  and  Father  in  Christ; 
which  is  the  highest  motive  to  obedience. 

2.  The  observation  of  this  Commandment  is  farther  enforc-  • 
ed,  by  a  threatenir.g  denounced  against  those  that  break  it; 
concerning  whom  it  is  said,  That  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him 
guiltless  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain.  This  implies  that  there 
will  be  a  judgment,  a  reckoning  day,  when  all  shall  be  called 
to  an  account;  and  it  shall  be  known  whether  they  are  guilty 
or  not  guilty.  It  is  farther  observed,  that  the  profaning  of 
God's  name  is  a  sin  that  carries  in  it  a  great  weight  of  guilt, 
and  renders  the  sinner  liable  to  punishment,  in  proportion 
thereunto ;  and  accordingly  God  is  said  not  to  hold  them  guilt- 
less, or  that  they  shall  not  escape  the  punishment  from  him ; 
though  they  may,  and  often  do,  escape  punishment  from  men. 

There  are  many  instances  of  the  profanation  of  the  name 
of  God,  which  no  laws  of  man  can  reach.  As  when  we 
attend  on  his  ordinances  without  that  inward  purity  of 
heart,  and  those  high  and  becoming  thoughts  of  him,  which 
we  ourfht  always  to  entertain.  On  the  other  hand,  human 
laws  against  open  profaning  the  name  of  God,  are  not  severe 
enough  to  deter  men  from  it;  and  if  they  are,  they  are  seldom 
put  in  execution;  which  is  one  reason  why  we  behold  the 
name  of  God  so  openly  blasphemed,  and  yet  this*  iniquity  go 
unpunished  from  men.  Nevertheless,  such  are  to  expect  that 
G:i  will  follow  them  with  the  tokens  of  his  displeasure,  some- 
tin.  -3  with  temporal,  at  other  times  with  spiritual  judgment?. 
And  this  is  assigned  as  a  reason  v/hy  we  ought  to  make  men 
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tion  of  the  name  of  God,  or  of  every  thing  whereby  he  makes 
himself  known,  in  such  a  way,  as  that  we  may  glorify  him 
thereby. 


Quest.  CXV.  Which  is  the  fourth  Commandmeiit  ? 

Answ.  The  fourth  Commandment  is,  Re7nember  the  Sabbath. 
day  to  keep  it  holy.  Six  days  shalt  thou  labour^  and  do  all 
thy  ivork;  but  the  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord 
thy  God:  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any  xuork^  thou,  ncr  thy  so?i, 
nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man-servant,  nor  thy  viaid-servant^ 
nor  thy  cattle,  nor  thij  stranger  that  is  zvithin  thy  gates. 
For  in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  seOy 
and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  rested  the  seventh  day;  where' 
fore  the  Lord  blessed  the  Sabbath  day,  and  hallowed  it. 

Quest.  CXVI.  What  is  required  in  the  fourth  Commandment? 

Answ.  The  fourth  Commandment  requireth  of  all  men,  the 
sanctifying,  or  keeping  holy  to  God,  such  set  time  as  he 
hath  appointed  in  his  word;  expressly,  one  whole  day  in 
seven,  which  was  the  seventh  from  the  beginning  of  the 
world  to  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  and  the  first  day  of  the 
week  ever  since,  and  so  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the  world; 
which  is  the  Christian  Sabbath,  and  in  the  New  Testament, 
called  the  Lord's  day. 

IN  this  Commandment  it  is  supposed,  that  God  is  the  sove- 
reign Lord  of  our  time ;  which  is  to  be  improved  by  us, 
to  the  best  purposes,  as  he  shall  direct.  And,  inasmuch  as 
there  are  some  special  reasons  which  he  has  appointed  for  the 
exercise  of  religious  worship,  these  are  called  holy  days,  and 
as  we  are  to  abstain  from  our  secular  employments  therein, 
while  engaging  in  religious  duties,  they  are  called  sabbaths;  and 
that  more  especially,  because  they  are  sanctified,  l)y  God,  for 
his  service.  These  are  considered  more  generally,  as  includ- 
ing in  them  all  those  set  times  which  God  has  appointed  in  his 
word,  which  is  contained  in  the  moral  reason  of  this  Com- 
mandment ;  and  therefore,  if  he  was  pleased  to  institute,  as  he 
4id  under  the  ceremonial  law,  various  Sabbaths,  or  days  ap- 
pointed for  rest,  and  the  performance  of  religious  worship,  his 
people  are  obliged  to  obsei-ve  them.  And  therefore,  I  take 
the  meaning  of  this  commandment  to  be.  Remember  a  sabbath 
day,  or  every  sabbath  day,  or  every  day  which  God  hath 
sanctified  for  that  end,  to  keep  it  holy ;  and  then  follows  the 
particular  intimation  of  the  wecklv  sabbath.     This,  as  is  ob- 
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served  in  the  answer  we  are  explaining,  was  the  seventh  day 
of  the  week,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  to  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Christ,  and  the  first  day  of  the  week  ever  since ;  which 
is  the  Chilstian  Sabbath,  and,  in  the  New  Testament,  is  called 
the  Lord's  day.  In  considering  the  subject-matter  of  this 
Commandment,  we  must 

I.  Inquire,  since  it  is  contained  in  the  decalogue,  which  is 
an  abstract  of  the  moral  law;  whether  we  are  obliged  to  ob- 
serve the  Sabbath  by  the  law  of  nature,  or  by  some  positive 
law.  For  the  understanding  of  which,  let  it  be  premised,  that 
some  laws  are  moral  by  way  of  eminency,  or,  in  the  highest 
sense,  as  distinguished  from  all  positive  law ;  and  others  we 
may  call  moral-positive,  that  is,  the  laws  are  positive;  but  yet 
there  is  some  moral  reason  annexed  to  enforce  our  obedience 
to  them.  And  this  moral  reason  is  either  what  is  founded  ia 
the  sovereignty  of  God  com.manding,  which  takes  place  in  all 
positive  laws,  which,  in  this  respect,  are  moral,  though  they 
could  not  be  known  without  a  divine  revelation;  or  else  posi- 
tive laws  may  have  a  moral  circumstance  annexed  to  them,  to 
engage  us  to  obedience,  taken  from  some  glory  that  redounds 
to  God,  or  good  to  ourselves,  by  the  observation  thereof;  or 
from  some  other  reason  which  God  annexes  to  them.  As  for 
instance,  the  reason  annexed  to  the  fourth  Commandment,  is 
taken  from  God's  resting  from  the  \vork  of  creation  on  the 
seventh  day,  and  its  being  sanctified  for  our  performing  reli- 
gious duties  therein.     Here  we  shall  consider, 

1.  In  Avhat  respects  the  Sabbath  is  moral  in  the  highest  and 
most  proper  sense  of  the  word,  as  before  mentioned.  That 
this  may  appear,  we  shall  lay  down  the  following  propositions, 
which  may  be  considered  in  their  respective  connexion. 

(1.)  It  is  a  branch  of  the  moral  law,  that  God  should  be 
worshipped.  This  is  founded  in  his  divine  perfections,  in  the 
relation  we  stand  in  to  him,  and  in  the  consideration  of  our 
being  intelligent  creatures,  capable  of  worship. 

(2.)  The  moral  law  obliges  us  to  perform  social  worship- 
This  appears  from  hence,  that  man,  as  a  creature,  is  capable 
of  society,  and  naturally  inclined  and  disposed  to  it:  which  we 
cannot  but  know,  when  we  look  into  ourselves,  and  consider 
the  disposition  of  all  intelligent  creatures,  leading  them  to- 
gether with  ourselves,  to  this  end;  so  that  without  any  posi- 
tive law  to  direct  us,  we  should  be  naturally  inclined  to  con- 
verse with  one  another. 

(3.)  As  man  is  a  creature  designed  to  worship  God,  as  the 
law  of  nature  suggests,  so  it  appears,  from  the  same  law,  that 
he  is  obliged  to  perform  social  worship.  For  if  we  are  oblig- 
ed to  converse  with  one  another,  and  thereby  to  be  helpful  to 
rach  other,  in  other  rer^pcitrt;  ce.rt?.inlv  V7e  are  obliged,  by  ihs 
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same  law  to  converse  with  one  another  therein,  and  to  express 
our  united  concurrence  in  those  things  that  relate  to  the  glory 
of  God. 

(4.)  The  law  of  nature  farther  suggests,  that  as  the  who!* 
of  our  business,  in  this  world,  is  not  included  in  that  of  society, 
which  is  rather  to  be  occasional  than  stated;  and  there  are 
other  secular  employments,  which  we  are  to  be  engaged  in,  in 
which  we  do  not  converse  with  others;  so  we  are  not  to  spend 
our  whole  time  in  public  or  social  worship.     Therefore, 

(5.)  It  follows  from  hence,  that  some  stated  times  are  to  be 
appointed  for  this  end ;  and  it  is  agreeable  to  the  law  of  nature, 
that  God,  who  is  the  sovereign  Lord  of  our  time,  as  well  as 
the  object  of  social  worship,  should  appoint  these  times ;  that 
is,  that  he  should  ordain  a  Sabbath,  or  what  proportion  of 
time  he  pleasies,  for  us  to  perform  those  religious  duties  which 
he  enjoins,  therein.  These  considerations,  relating  to  our  ob- 
servation of  the  Sabbath,  are  purely  moral,  and  not  positive. 

2.  We  shall  shew  in  what  respects  the  Sabbath  is  positive, 
and  not  moral  in  the  highest  and  most  propense  sense  of  the 
word.  Here  let  it  be  considered,  that  it  is  the  result  of  a  po- 
sitive law,  that  one  proportion  of  time  should  be  observed  for 
a  Sabbath,  rather  than  another ;  namely,  that  it  should  be  a 
seventh,  rather  than  a  third,  fourth,  fifth,  or  sixth  part  of  our 
time ;  for  this  could  not  have  been  known  by  the  light  of  na- 
ture, any  more  than  the  other  branches  of  instituted  worship 
that  are  to  be  performed  therein.  So  that,  whether  it  be  the 
•seventh  day  in  the  week,  or  the  first,  which  we  are  to  obse'rve, 
this  being  founded  in  the  divine  will,  we  conclude  it  to  be  a 
positive  law.  This  v/e  are  obliged  to  assert,  that  we  may 
fence  against  two  extremes,  namely,  that  of  those  who,  on  the 
one  hand,  deny  tlie  Sabbath  to  have  any  thing  of  a  moral  cir- 
cumstance contained  in  it;  and  that  of  others,  who  suppose 
that  there  is  no  idea  of  a  positive  law  in  it.  That,  in  some 
respects,  the  fourth  Commandment  is  a  branch  of  tlie  moral 
law,  may  be  proved  from  the  following  arguments : 

(1.)  It  is  inserted,  among  other  commandments  that  are 
moral,  which  were  proclaimed  by  the  voice  of  God  from 
mount  Sinai,  whereas  the  ceremonial  and  judicial  laws  were 
not;  though  they  were  given  by  divine  inspiration.  These 
7VDrds  the  Lord  spake  vnto  oil  your  assemhhj  in  the  7nount^  out 
ef  the  midst  of  the  Jire  of  the  cloudy  and  the  thick  darkness, 
with  a  great  voice;  and  he  added  no  more^  Deut.  v.  22.  viz.  at 
that  time. 

Moreover,  they  were  written  on  two  tables,  with  the  finger 
of  God,  which  none  of  the  other  laws  were ;  and  were  laid  up 
in  the  ark  before  the  Lord,  Exod.  xxxi.  18.  all  which  denotes 
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the  dignity  and  perpetnity  of  these  laws,  above  all  others  that 
were  ceremonial,  judicial,  or  merely  positive. 

(2.)  The  Sabbath  was  enjoined  to  be  observed  not  only  by 
the  Israelites,  who  were  in  covenant  with  God,  together  with 
their  servants,  who  were  made  proselytes  to  their  religion,  and 
were  obliged  to  observe  the  ceremonial  and  other  positive 
Saws;  but  it  was  also  to  be  observed  by  the  stranger  within 
their  gates,  namely,  the  Heathen,  who  dwelt  among  them,  who 
■were  not  in  covenant  with  God,  and  did  not  observe  the  cere^ 
Tnonial  law ;  these  were  obliged  to  obey  the  Sabbath,  it  being, 
in  many  respects,  a  branch  ol  the  moral  law.  : 

(3.)  If  the  observation  of  the  Sabbath  had  been  a  duty  of 
the  ceremonial,  and,  in  no  respects,  of  the  moral  law,  it  would 
have  been  wholly  abolished  at  the  death  of  Christ;  but,  though 
then  the  day  was  altered,  yet  there  was  still  a  Sabbath  observ- 
ed, after  his  resurrection,  even  when  the  ceremonial  law  was 
no  longer  in  force. 

(4.)  rhe  weekly  Sabbath  is  distinguished  from  all  the  cere- 
monial festivals;  which  are  also  called  sabbaths,  in  that  God 
lays  a  special  claim  to  it,  as  his  own  day;  and  therefore  it  is 
called,  in  this  Commandment,  The  sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God;  and  it  is  styled,  his  holy  day ;  Isa.  Iviii.  13.  by  way  of 
eminence,  to  distinguish  it  from  other  days,  which  he  has  apr 
pointed  to  be,  in  other  respects,  devoted  to  his  service ;  and 
when  changed,  it  is  called  The  Lord''s  day,  Rev.  i.  10.  which 
is  a  peculiar  honour  put  upon  it.  For  these  reasons  we  con- 
clude, that  the  Sabbath  has  in  it  something  moral,  and  is  not  a 
part  of  the  ceremonial  law. 

Obj,  1.  It  is  objected,  that  the  Sabbath  is  included,  by  the 
apostle,  among  the  ceremonial  laws,  which  were  designed  to 
be  abrogated,  under  the  gospel-dispensation ;  and  therefore  he 
says,  in  Col.  ii.  16,  17.  Let  no  ??ian  therefore  judge  you  in  meat 
or  in  drink,  or  in  respect  of  an  holy  day,  or  of  the  new  mocn^ 
cr  of  the  Sabbath  days ;  which  are  a  shadow  of  things  to  come  i 
but  the  body  is  of  Christ. 

Anszu.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  by  the  Sabbath  daySs 
which  are  a  shadoxv  of  things  to  come,  we  are  to  understand 
the  Jewish  festivals ;  such  as  the  new  moons,  the  passover, 
pentecost,  the  feast  of  tabernables,  £s?c.  which  are  often  called 
sabbaths :  wherein  holy  convocations  were  held.  So  that  when 
the  apostle  says,  Let  no  fi^an  judge  you,  in  respect  of  this  mat- 
ter, he  means,  let  none  have  occasion  to  reprove  you  for  your 
observing  of  those  days,  which  were  merely  ceremonial,  the 
design  whereof  was  to  typify  the  gospel-rest.  Now,  that  the 
aposde  does  not  mean  the  weekly  Sabbath,  is  plain ;  for  hereby 
he  would  contradict  his  own  practice,  and  that  of  the  churche? 
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in  his  day,  who  observed  it;  whereas,  the  other  sajbhaths  were 
abolished,  together  with  the  ceremonial  hvx. 

Moreover,  it  is  evident,  that  he  intends  no  more  than  the 
ceremonial  sabbaths,  or  Jewish  festivals;  because  he  adds, 
Let  710  man  therefore  judge  you  in  meat  or  in  drink,  as  well  as 
in  respect  of  an  holy  day,  he,  by  which  he  does  not  mean,  let 
'no  man  have  reason  to  judge  or  condemn  you  for  gluttony  or 
drunkenness,  but  for  your  abstaining  from  several  sorts  of 
meat,  forbid  by  the  ceremonial  law ;  by  which  he  means  that 
the  distinction  of  meats  is  removed  under  the  gospel-dispensa- 
tion. And  consequently  the  ceremonial  sabbaths,  or  holy  days, 
are  taken  awa}* ;  which  are  intended  by  the  sabbath  day  in  that 
place,  and  not  the  weekly  Sabbath ;  and  therefore  our  transla- 
tion righdy  renders  it,  the  sabboth  days,  not  the  Sabbath  day. 
Or  if  it  ought  to  be  rendered  the  sabbath  day,  or  the  weekly 
Sabbath,  because  it  is  distinguished  from  the  holy  days  before 
mentioned ;  then  it  may  be  farther  replied  to  it,  that  he  means 
the  seventh-dav  Sabbath,  which  was  abolished,  together  with 
the  ceremonial  law,  in  opposition  to  the  Lord's  day;  and  how 
for  this  was  a  sign  or  shadow  of  good  things  to  come,  will  be 
considered  in  what  will  be  replied  to  the  next  objection. 

Obj.  2.  It  is  farther  objected,  by  those  who  pretend  that  the 
Sabbath  is  a  branch  of  the  ceremonial  law,  that  it  is  said,  in 
Exod.  xxxi.  16,  17.  The  children  of  Israel  shall  keep  the  Sab- 
bath throughout  their  generations,  for  a  perpetual  covenant.  It 
is  a  sig7i  between  me  and  the  children  of  Israel  for  ever,  £5'c. 

Answ,  To  this  it  may  be  replied ;  that  whenever  the  weekly 
Sabbath  has  an  idea  annexed  to  it,  agreeably  to  that  of  the 
ceremonial  law ;  as  when  it  is  said  to  be  a  sign  between  God 
and  Israel,  as  in  this  scripture,  we  are  to  understand  nothing 
hereby,  but  that  there  was  a  ceremonial  accommodation  annex- 
ed to  it,  as  an  ordinance  for  their  faith,  in  particular,  signifying 
the  gospel-rest;  which  signification  was  not  annexed  to  it  from 
the  beginning;  but  when  it  was  given  to  Israel.  From  the  be- 
ginning, it  vv-as  not  a  type;  but  when  God  gave  the  ceremonial 
law,  it  was  made  a  type.  Even  as  the  rainbow,  which  pro- 
ceeds from  natural  causes,  and  was,  doubtless,  set  in  the  hea- 
vens before  Noah's  time ;  yet  it  was  not  ordained  to  be  a  sign 
of  the  covenant  between  God  and  him,  till  God  ordered  it  to 
be  so,  in  his  time.  Thus  God  ordained  the  Sabbath  to  be  a 
type  or  sign  to  Israel,  when  he  gave  them  the  ceremonial  law, 
though  it  was  not  so  before.  And  at  Christ's  resurrection  it 
ceased  to  be  an  ordinance,  for  their  faith  in  the  gospel-rest,  or 
to  be  observed,  when  another  day  was  substituted  in  the  room 
of  it,  to  wit,  the  first  day  of  the  week. 

Ohj.  3.  It  is  farther  objected,  that  when  the  observation  of 
the  Sabbath  was  enjoined,  God  bade  the  Israelites,  in  Pent,  v- 
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15.  to  remember  that  they  were  serva?iis  hi  the  hind  of  Egypt, 
and  that  the  Lord  their  God  brought  them  out  thence  through  a    , 
jnighty  haridy  and  by  a  stretched  out  arm;  and  therefore  com-    i 
manded  them  to  keep  the  Sabbath-day. 
Ansxu.  To  this  it  may  be  replied, 

1.  That  God's  bringing  his  people  out  of  Egypt,  is  no  argu- 
ment that  this  is  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  law,  which  was  given 
soon  after  that  time.  For  we  read  in  the  preface  to  the  ten 
Commandments,  of  his  bringing  his  people  out  of  the  land  of  < 
Egypt;  which  is  assigned  as  a  reason  whv  they  should  ob-  '; 
serve  all  the  Commandments.  Therefore  it  might  as  well  be 
inferred,  that  they  are  all  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  law,  as  that 
the  fourth  Commandment  is  so ;  because  enforced  by  the  same 
motive. 

2.  Though  this  particular  reason  is  given  to  induce  the 
Israelites  to  observe  this  Commandment,  and  it  is  in  a  more 
especial  manner,  applied  to  that  dispensation  of  providence 
which  they  were  lately  under  j  yet  this  could  not  be  said  to 
take  place  in  the  first  institution  of  the  Sabbath,  if  we  suppose 
that  it  was  instituted  before  Moses's  time,  which  we  shall  en- 
deavour to  prove  under  a  following  head. 

3.  This  particular  reason,  taken  from  their  having  been 
servants  in  Egypt,  is  added  to  enforce  the  obligation  laid  on 
jTiasters,  to  let  their  servants  rest  on  the  Sabbath-day ;  namely, 
because  they  themselves  were  once  servants  in  Egypt,  without 
any  regard  had  herein  to  the  matter  of  the  Commandments, 
or  any  intimation  that  it  is  a  branch  of  the  ceremonial  law. 

II.  We  shall  now  consider  when  this  law,  relating  to  the 
observation  of  the  Sabbath,  was  first  given.  There  are  vari- 
ous opinions  about  this  matter. 

1.  Some  think  the  Sabbath  was  first  instituted  when  God 
Gpake  to  Israel  from  mount  Sinai;  inasmuch  as  it  is  one  of  the 
ten  Commandments,  which  God  gave  them  from  thence  (a), 

(a)  "The  devoting  of  a  seventh  Part  of  Time  in  a  holy  manner  to  the  Lord,  be- 
ioiigs  unchangeably  to  the  moral  nature  and  obligation  of  thQ/o7(rf/i  Communclment, 
v.'hich  is  transferred  in  the  Nev  Testament,  from  the  seventh  to  the  first  day  of 
the  week.  (See  John  sx.  26.  and  Acts  xx.  7.)  To  this  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  add 
the  judicious  note  of  Mr.  Kcnnicott  in  his  dissertation  on  the  oblations  of  Cain 
and  Abel,  p.  184,  185,  where  he  says,  "The  sabbath,  or  weekly  day  of  holiness, 
might  well  be  called  a  sign  to  the  Jews ;"  for  the  Jewish  sabbath  was  a  sign,  as 
being  founded  on  a  double  reason,  the  second  of  which  (the  Egyptian  delive- 
rance) evidently  distinguished  tliat  people  from  all  others,  and  was  tlierefore  a« 
a  sign  constantly  to  remind  them  of  the  particular  care  of  heaven,  and  what  ur.-^ 
common  returns  of  goodness  they  were  to  make  for  so  signal  a  deliverance. 
But  there  is  great  reason  to  believe,  that  the  sabbath  of  tlie  Israelites  was  alter- 
ed with  their  year,  at  their  coming  forth  from  Egypt ;  and  a  short  attention  to 
this  point  may  not  be  here  improper,  the  case  then  seems  to  be  this.  At  the 
finishing  of  the  creation,  God  sanctified  the  seventh  day ;  this  seventh  day,  being 
the  first  day  oi' Adam's  life,  was  consecrated  l)y  way  of  first-fruits  to  God;  and 
therefore  Adam  may  reasonably  be  supposed  to  have  be^an  bis  computation  c?f 
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But  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  Sabbath  was  observed 
<omc  days  before  Israel  came  into  the  wilderness  of  Sinai^ 
viz.  when  they  were  in  the  wilderness  of  Sin.  Thus  Moses, 
when  speaking  concerning  their  gathering  twice  as  much  manna 
as  was  usual,  the  day  before  the  Sabbath,  assigns  this  is  as  a 
reason  for  it,  To  viorroxv  is  the  rest  of  the  holy  Sabbath  unto 
the  Lord^  Exod.  xvi.  13.  And  that  this  was  before  they  en- 
camped at  mount  Sinai,  appears  from  hence,  namely,  that  it  is 
said,  that  theij  came  into  the  wilderness  of  Sin  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  the  second  months  vcr.  2.  Whereas  they  did  not  come 
into  the  wilderness  of  Sinai,  till  the  third  mo7ith,  chap.  xix.  1. 
Therefore, 

2.  Others  fix  the  Epocha  of  the  giving  this  law,  from  their 
coming  into  the  wilderness  of  Sin;  this  being  the  first  time,  in 
which  the  Sabbath  is  expressly  said  to  be  observed,  in  scrip- 
ture. 

But  to  this  it  may  be  replied;  that  nothing  can  be  justly  in- 
ferred from  the  mode  of  expression,  used,  by  Moses  in  this 
scripture,  as  though  it  argued  the  giving  a  new  law,  that  had 
not  been  before  observed ;  but  only  the  putting  them  in  mind 
of  the  observation  of  that  day,  which  had,  for  some  time  been 

the  daijs  of  the  ifcek  with  the  _first  ivhole  day  of  his  own  existence;  thus  the  sab- 
bath became  the  first  day  of  tlie  week  j  but  when  mankind  fell  from  the  worship 
of  the  true  God,  they  first  substituted  the  worship  of  tlie  sun,  in  his  place,  and 
preserving  the  same  weekly  day  of  worship,  but  devoting'  it  to  the  sun,  the 
sabbath  was  called  Snndaii;  for  that  Sunday  was  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and 
is  so  still  in  the  east,  is  proved  by  Mr.  Selden  (Jus.  Nat.  and  Gent.  Lib.  3.  Cap. 
22.)  Thus  the  sabbath  of  the  Patriarchs  continued  to  be  the  Sunday  of  the  ido- 
laters, till  the  coming  up  of  the  Israelites  out  o^  Egypt ;  and  then,  as  God  alter- 
ed the  beginning  of  their  year,  so  he  also  changed  the  day  of  their  worship  fron"; 
Sunday  to  Saturday;  the  first  reason  of  which  might  be,  that  as  Su7iday  was  the 
day  of  worship  among  the  Idolaters,  the  Israelites  would  be  more  likely  to  join 
with  them,  if  they  rested  on  the  same  day,  than  if  they  were  to  work  on  that 
day,  and  serve  their  God  upon  another.  But  a  second  reason  certainly  was,  in 
order  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  deliverance  on  that  day  from  Eg}ptian 
slavery ;  for  Mosev,  when  he  applies  the  fourth  Commandment  to  the  particular 
cases  of  his  own  people,  Detit.  v.  15,  does  not  enforce  it,  as  in  Ex.  xx.  11.  by 
the  consideration  of  God's  resting  on  that  day  which  was  tht  sabbath  of  the 
Patriarchs;  but  binds  it  upon  them  by  saying,  i?eniem6er  that  thou  ivast  a  ser- 
vant  in  Egypt,  and  that  the  Lord  thy  God  brought  thee  out  thence  through  a  mighty 
hand,  and  by  a  stretched-out  arm ;  therefore  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  commanded 
lazz  to  keep  t/iia  s\DRATH-o\r.  Allowing  then  the  preceding  observations,  we 
immediately  see,  how  the  sabbath  naturally  reverted  to  Sunday,  after  the  aboli- 
tion of  Judaism  without  any  express  command  for  the  alteration."  To  which 
he  adds  a  quotation  from  Bp.  Cumberland,  (Orig.  Gent.  Antiq.  p.  400.)  which 
speaks  of  the  Gentiles,  as  called,  after  Christ's  time  into  the  same  universal 
church  with  the  Patriarchs;  and  another  from  Justin  <Martyr,  TuvStTou  xxiov 

TW  UX«V    Tft-^m,   KOtfJlCy    tTTOtUffi   M.I  llKTOVC   ^f"''^''^   '  >l/^(l(fO(    Calup    TH  dvh  MfAtfdi  iK  yiKfOSIt 

Aittrlii.  Apol.  c.  s.  89.  The  purport  of  which  is,  that  all  christians  generally  as- 
sembled for  religious  worship  on  the  Sunday;  because  it  is  the  first  day  in 
which  God  finished  the  creation  of  the  world;  and  on  the  same  day  of  the  week, 
Jesus'ChrJst,  our  Saviour,  rose  from  the  dead  "  Grysi:. 
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disregarded;  and  accordingly  it  is  assigned  as  a  reason  of  their 
gathering  twice  the  quantity  of  manna  on  the  sixth  day,  which 
supposes  that  they  knew  before  hand,  that  they  were  to  rest 
on  the  seventh;  though  it  is  highly  probable,  that  the  observa- 
tion of  this  Commandment  had  been  neglected,  for  some  years 
past  while  they  were  in  Egypt;  and  it  may  be,  that  they  were 
not  suffered,  by  tho3c  -who  held  them  there  in  bondage,  to  ob- 
serve this,  and  many  other  of  the  divine  laws.  Nevertheless, 
the  memoi-y  of  die  Sabbath  was  not  wholly  lost  among  tuem, 
which  Moses  puts  them  noAv  in  mind  of. 

The  most  probable  opinion  therefore  relating  to  the  institu- 
tion of  the  Sabbath,  is,  that  it  was  given  to  man  from  the  be- 
ginning; -which  may  be  argued, 

(1.)  From  the  reason  annexed  to  the  Commandment,  to 
wit,  God's  resting  from  his  work  of  ci-eation;  and  it  immedi- 
ately follows,  that  when  he  rested  from  his  work,  he  blessed 
and  sanctified  the  seventh  day;  that  so  man  might  celebrate 
and  commemorate  his  power  and  glory  displayed  therein,  Gen. 
ii.  1,  2,  3. 

Obj.  To  this  it  is  objected;  that  God's  blessing  and  sancti- 
fying the  seventh  dav,  mav  be  understood  prolepUcallif^  «s  de- 
noting, that  at  first  he  sanctified,  or  ordained  that  it  should  be 
a  Sabbath,  to  his  people  in  the  following  ages;  and  that  this 
>  did  not  take  place  till  Moses's  time;  and  accordingly  they 
suppose,  that  he  having  been  speaking  of  the  creation  of  the 
world,  and  God's  resting  from  his  work,  gives  them  to  under- 
stand, that  this  was  the  reason  of  the  law,  which  was  now  given 
them,  concerning  the  observation  of  the  Sabbath,  which  they 
never  heard  of  before. 

Ansxo.  But  to  this  it  may  be  replied,  That  this  sense  of  the 
text  will  appear  very  absurd  to  any  unprejudiced  person;  since 
if  God's  resting  from  his  work,  which  is  mentioned  immedi- 
ately before,  as  the  reason  of  his  sanctifying  the  seventh  day, 
is  to  be  taken  literallv,  whv  must  his  sanctifying  the  Sabbath 
be  taken  figurativcl)''  ?  if  the  one  be  an  account  of  what  was 
just  done,  v/hy  should  the  other  be  an  account  of  what  was  not 
to  take  place  till  f\vo  thousand  and  five  hundred  years  after  ? 

(2.)  If  God  had  a  church  in  the  world,  and  public  worship 
was  performed  by  them  from  Adam  to  Moses's  time,  then, 
there  were  set  times,  in  which  they  were  to  meet  together  for 
that  end,  and  consequently  a  Sabbath,  which  was  equally  ne- 
cessary for  the  good  of  the  church,  in  foregoing  as  well  as  fol- 
lowing ages ;  and  therefore  we  cannot  suppose  that  it  should- 
be  denied  that  privilege  then,  Avhich  had  been  granted  it  ever 
since ;  or,  that  from  Moses's  time  they  should  be  obliged  to 
celebrate  the  glory  of  God,  as  their  Creator,  sovereign  Ruler, 
and  bountiful   Benefactor ;  and  that  a  seventh  part  of  time 
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should  be  allotted  them  for  this  service,  by  his  express  com- 
mand, and  yet  he  should  lose  the  glory,  and  his  people  the  ad- 
\  antage  arising  from  it,  before  that  time. 

0!?,'.  It  is  objected  to  this,  that  the  scripture  is  wholly  silent 
as  to  this  matter,  and  therefore  nothing  can  be  concluded  in 
favour  of  the  argument  we  are  maintaining. 

Answ.  Some  think  that  the  scripture  is  not  wholly  silent  as 
to  this  matter;  but  that  it  may  be  inferred  fi-om  what  we  read 
in  Gen.  iv.  3,  4.  in  which  it  is  said,  that  in  process  of  time  it 
came  to  pass,  that  Cain  broiig'ht  an  offering  xniio  the  Lord; 
which  was,  doubtless,  an  instance  ot  public  worship.  We 
render  the  words  in  process  of  time ;  but  they  mav,  with  equal 
justice,  be  rendered,  as  it  is  observed  in  the  margin,  at  the  end 
of  days ;  that  is,  at  the  end  of  that  cycle  of  days  which  we 
generally  call  a  xveek^  or  on  the  seventh  day;  then  the  offering 
was  brought,  and  the  solemn  worship  performed,  and  hereby 
the  Sabbath  sanctified  according  to  God's  institution.  But  if 
this  argument  be  not  allowed  ,of,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
scripture's  not  mentioning  their  observing  a  Sabbath,  gives  us 
just  ground  to  suppose  that  they  did  not  observe  any.  It 
might  as  well  be  argued,  that  because  the  scripture  speaks  ver}^ 
little  of  any  public  worship  performed  before  the  flood,  that 
therefore  there  was  none  in  the  world ;  or,  that  because  we  do 
not  read  of  the  church's  observing  a  Sabbath,  and  many  other 
parts  of  instituted  worship  all  the  time  of  the  judges,  which  is 
said  to  be  about  the  space  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  years^  Acts 
xiii.  20.  therefore  it  follows  that  a  Sabbath,  was  not  observed 
by  them,  during  the  whole  of  that  interval,  and  all  instituted 
worship  was  wholly  neglected. 

The  next  thing  to  be  inquired  into  is,  whether  the  Sabbath 
was  instituted  before  or  after  the  fall  of  our  first  parents? 
And  it  may  be  observed ;  that  it  appears  to  have  been  institu- 
ted before  their  fall;  because  the  reason  of  its  institution  was 
God's  resting  from  his  work  of  creation,  of  which  we  read 
before  the  account  of  their  fall,  as  appears  from  the  scripture 
before  mentioned. 

Obj.  It  is  objected  that  Adam  in  innocency  had  no  man- 
servant nor  maid-servants,  nor  stanger  within  his  gate;  and 
therefore  was  not  in  a  capacity  of  observing  this  Command- 
mant. 

Answ.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  That  before  the  world 
was  increased,  our  first  parents  might  observe  the  principal 
thing  contained  in  this  Commandmen:,  bv  setting  apart  a  day 
for  religious  worship :  and  when  the  world  increased,  the  other 
part  of  the  Commandment,  which  was  only  circumstantial, 
might  take  place.  And,  indeed,  this  objection  might  be  as 
much  alleged  against  Adam's  being  obliged  to  yield  obcdi- 
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ence  to  the  fifth,  seventh,  and  eighth  Commandments,  as 
against  his  obeying  the  fourth. 

III.  It  is  farther  observed,  in  this  answer,  that  the  day 
Avhich  wo  call  a  seventli  part  of  time,  was  the  seventh  day  of 
the  week,  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  till  the  resurrec- 
tion of  Christ;  and  the  first  day  of  the  week,  ever  since,  to- 
continue  to  the  end  of  the  world ;  which  is  the  Christian  Sab- 
bath, or  the  Lord's  da}-.  That  the  seventh  day  of  the  week 
was  observed  as  a  Sabbath,  at  first,  is  taken  for  granted ;  and 
wc  do  not  find  that  it  wati  abolished  by  a  positive  law,  so  that 
there  should  be  no  Sabbath ;  but  the  day  was  changed,  by  sub- 
stituting another  in  the  room  of  it.  If,  according  to  the  fourth 
Commandment,  there  is  to  be  but  one  Sabbath  in  the  week, 
and  the  other  six  days  thereof  are  allowed  for  our  own  lawful 
employments ;  and  if  the  first  day  of  the  week  can  be  proved, 
as  we  shall  attempt  to  do,  to  be  the  Christian  Sabbath,  then  it 
follows,  that  the  seventh  day  ceases  to  be  a  Sabbath. 

It  may  be,  indeed,  observed,  from  several  ecclesiastical 
writers,  that  some  in  the  three  first  centuries,  observed,  both 
the  seventh  and  the  first  day  of  the  week.  As  for  the  apos- 
tles, they  often  assembled  with  the  Jews,  in  their  synagogues, 
on  the  seventh  day.  Acts  xiii.  14.  and  xvii.  2.  but  this  was 
done  with  a  design  to  propagate  the  Christian  religion  among 
them,  which  could  not,  with  equal  conveniency,  be  done  on 
other  days.  And  the  church  afterwards  met  together  on  that 
day,  as  well  as  the  Lord's  day,  apprehending  that  though  it 
was  not  now  to  be  reckoned  God's  holy  day,  or  the  Christian 
Sabbath;  yet  it  was  expedient,  that  hereby  they  should  keep 
up  the  memory  of  his  having,  on  that  day,  finished  the  work 
of  creation;  and  others  kept  it  as  a  day  of  fasting,  accompani- 
ed with  other  religious  exercises,  in  memory  of  Christ's  lying 
that  day  in  the  grave.  But  this  can  hardly  be  justified  in 
them.  However,  it  is  evident  that  they  did  not  pay  the  same 
regard  to  it  as  the  Lord's  day,  nor  style  it  God's  holy  day,  nor 
the  Christian  Sabbath,  by  way  of  eminency.  And  some  have 
expressly  intimated,  that  whatever  regard  they  paid  to  the  se- 
venth day,  or  what  assemblies  soever  they  held  for  worship 
therein,  they  did  not  observe  it  in  the  same  way  as  the  Jews 
did  *;  neither  were  they  obliged  to  hold  meetings  on  that  day, 
as  they  were  on  the  Lord's  day,  it  being,  in  part,  left  to  their 
discretion ;  and  it  was  supposed,  that  they  had  sufficient  leisure 
from  their  secular  callings ;  and  therefore  might  attend  to  the 
worship  of  God  on  that  day,  as  an  opportunity  offered  itself; 
though  they  did  not  count  it  equally  holy  with  the  Lord's  day; 
nor  were  they  obliged,  when  the  worship  was  over,  to  abstain 

*  Vid  Athana-^.  Horn,  ds  Semenie. 
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from  their  secular  employment*.  But  this  I  only  mention 
occasionally,  to  obviate  an  objection  taken  from  the  practice  of 
some  of  the  ancient  church,  in  observing  the  seventh  day  of 
the  week,  which  does  not  much  aftect  the  cause  we  are  main- 
taining, our  design  being  to  prove  that  the  first  day  of  the 
week  is  ordained  to  be  the  Christian  Sabbath. 

But  before  we  enter  on  that  subject,  it  may  be  necessary,  to 
prepare  our  way  for  it,  to  premis<.', 

1 .  That  it  does  not,  in  the  least,  derogate  from  the  honour 
and  glor}'  of  God,  to  change  the  Sabbath  from  the  seventh  to 
the  first  day  of  the  week.  It  would,  indeed,  derogate  from 
the  glory  of  God,  if  he  should  take  away  one  Sabbath,  and  not 
institute  another  in  the  room  of  it ;  for  then  he  would  lose  the 
honour  of  that  public  worship,  which  he  has  appointed  to  be 
performed  on  that  day. 

Moreover,  if  there  be  a  greater  work  than  that  of  creation, 
to  be  remembered  and  celebrated,  it  tends  much  more  to  the 
advancing  the  glory  of  God,  to  appoint  a  day  for  the  solemn 
remembrance  thereof,  than  if  it  should  be  wholly  neglected. 
And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  if  all  men  must  honour  the  Son, 
even  as  they  honour  the  Father,  then  it  is  expedient,  that  a 
day  should  be  set  apart  for  his  honour,  namely,  the  day  on 
which  he  rested  from  the  work  of  redemption,  or,  as  the  apos- 
tle says,  ceased  from  it^  as  Gcd  did  from  h'ls^  Heb.  iv.  10. 

2.  It  was  expedient,  that  God  should  alter  the  Sabbath, 
from  the  seventh  to  the  first  day  of  the  week ;  for, 

(1.)  Hereby  Christ  took  occasion  to  give  a  display  of  his 
glory,  and  in  particular  of  his  sovereign  authority,  to  enjoin 
what  time  he  would  have  us  set  apart  for  his  worship  under 
the  gospel-dispensation,  as  well  as  what  worship  he  will  have 
performed  therein ;  and  to  discover  himself  to  be,  as  he  styles 
himself;  The  Lord  of  the  Sabbath  day^  Matt.  xii.  8. 

(2.)  We,  in  the  observation  thereof,  signify  our  faith,  in  a 
public  manner,  that  Christ  is  ceme  in  the  flesh,  and  that  the 
work  of  our  redemption  is  brought  to  perfection  j  and  conse- 
quently, that  there  is  a  way  prepared  for  our  justification  and 
access  to  God,  as  our  God,  in  hope  of  finding  acceptance  in 
his  sight. 

3.  All  the  ordinances  of  gospel -worship  have  a  peculiar  re- 
lation to  Christ;  therefore  it  is  expedient  that  the  time  in 
which  they  are  to  be  performed,  under  this  present  gospel- 
dispensation,  should  likewise  have  relation  to  him ;  therefore 
that  day  must  be  set  apart  in  commemoration  of  his  work  of 
redemption,  in  which  he  finished  it,  and  that  was  the  first  day 
of  the  week. 

•  ViA.  Ignat.  Epist.  ad  Magn.  Jlnd  much  more  <o  the  same  purpose  fflcft  b€  csen 
iv  o.l'nrn'-dbooh^  intinscfDiei  DoiTtinicaj  i\  cop.  iii.  &  alibi  passim. 
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This  leads  us  to  consider,  what  ground  we  have  to  conclude 
that  the  Sabbath  was  changed,  from  the  seventh  to  the  first 
day  of  the  week  after  the  resurrection  of  Christ.  And  this 
will  appear, 

(1.)  From  the  example  of  Christ  and  his  apostles,  who  cele- 
brated the  first  day  of  the  week  as  a  Sabbath,  after  his  resur- 
rection. Thus  we  read  in  John  xx.  19.  that  the  same  daif  at 
evenings  being  the  frst  day  of  the  xveek^  ivhen  the  doors  xverc 
shuty  where  the  disciples  zvere  assembled  for  fear  of  the  fezvs. 
came  Jesus  and  stood  in  the  midst  of  them ^  and  said^  Peace  be 
unto  you.  And  ver.  26.  After  eight  days^  or  the  eighth  day- 
after,  inclusive,  again  his  disciples  -were  rviihin ;  then,  came 
fesus^  the  doors  being  shut,  and  stood  in  the  midst  a7id  said. 
Peace  be  unto  you.     Where  we  may  observe, 

[1.]  That  it  was  not  merely  an  occasional  meeting,  but  a 
fixed  one,  which  returned  weekly.  I'hercfore  they  met  eight 
days  after,  or  the  following  first  day  of  the  week;  which  was 
the  second  Christian  Sabbath. 

[2.]  On  both  these  days  of  their  meeting  together  for  public 
worship,  Christ  appeared  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  spake 
peace  unto  them ;  which  includes  his  owning  the  day,  and 
confirming  their  faith  in  the  observation  of  it  as  a  Sabbath,  for 
the  future. 

ObJ.  It  is  objected,  that  the  reasons  of  the  apostles'  meeting 
together  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  was  for  fear  of  the 
Jews;  and  not  because  it  was  substituted  in  the  room  of  the 
seventh  day,  as  a  Sabbath  perpetually  to  be  observed. 

Answ.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  that  they  did  not  meet 
together  for  fear  of  the  Jews;  but  when  they  were  assembled, 
the  doors  were  shut  for  fear  of  them.  Besides,  it  may  be 
farther  replied,  that  the  fear  of  persecution  would  have  been 
no  warrant  for  them,  not  to  keep  the  seventh-day-Sabbath,  or 
to  substitute  another  day  in  the  room  of  it.  To  all  which  we 
might  add,  that  they  might  more  securely  meet  together  on 
the  seventh  day  of  the  week,  than  on  any  other  day,  if  they 
were  afraid  of  disturbance  from  the  Jews;  for  then  they  were 
engaged  in  worship  themselves;  and,  it  is  probable,  would  be 
rather  inclined  to  let  them  alone,  for  want  of  leisure,  to  give 
them  disturbance  in  their  worship. 

(2.)  It  farther  appears,  that  the  Sabbath  was  changed  from 
the  seventh  to  the  first  day  of  the  week,  in  that  this  was  a 
day,  in  which  the  church  met,  together  with  the  apostles,  for 
solemn  public  worship.  Thus  we  read  in  Acts  xx.  7.  that 
upon  the  first  day  of  the  xueek^  xvhen  the  disciples  came  together 
to  break  bread^  Paul  preached  imto  them.  Where  we  may  ob- 
serve, 

[1.]  That  it  was  not  a  private,  but  a  public  meeting  of  the 
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church  J  for  it  is  said,  that  the  disciples,  that  is,  the  churchy 
met  together. 

[2.]  It  was  not  a  day  occasionally  appointed  by  the  apostle, 
but  the  stated  usual  time  of  their  meeting ;  for  it  is  not  said 
Paul  designed  to  preach  to  them  on  that  day,  and  therefore 
they  met  together;  but  when  they  came  together,  on  the  first 
day  of  the  rvcek^  that  is,  on  the  day  of  their  usual  meeting, 
Paul  preached  wit 0  them. 

[3.]  The  apostle  had  been  with  them  some  days  before ;  for 
it  is  said  in  the  foregoing  verse,  that  he  abode  their  seven  days* 
Why  did  they  not  meet  together,  and  he  preach  to  them  the 
day  before,  to  wit,  the  seventh  day  of  the  week,  on  which  day 
he  was  with  them;  but  because  that  was  no  longer  a  Sabbath, 
but  changed  to  the  first  day  ? 

[4.]  The  end  of  their  meeting  was  to  break  bread.  Now, 
though  the  word  is  to  be  preached  in  season  and  out  of  season  ; 
yet  no  day  is  so  proper  to  break  bread  on,  or  celebrate  the 
Lord's  supper,  as  that  on  which  he  rose  from  the  dead.  Be- 
sides, when  a  day  is  particularly  described  as  that  which  is  set 
apart  for  solemn  worship,  such  as  preaching  and  breaking  of 
bread  is  supposed  to  be,  that  must  be  understood  to  be  the 
Sabbath. 

5.  They  could  not  be  said  now  to  meet  together  for  fear  of 
the  Jews,  as  was  before  objected  to  their  observing  the  first 
Sabbath ;  for  it  was  at  Troas,  where  the  Jews  had  nothing  to 
do,  nor  could  they  persecute  them ;  for  it  was  a  church  of  con- 
verted Gentiles. 

Obj.  1.  It  is  objected,  that  the  word  which  we  render  the 
frst  day  of  the  rveek  *,  might  be  rendered  one  day  of  the  week, 
or  on  a  certain  day. 

Ansxu.  Our  translation  of  the  Greek  word,  is  by  far  the  most 
proper,  as  all  know,  who  understand  that  language.  Besides, 
the  same  words  are  used  in  John  xx.  1.  and  Luke  xxiv.  1.  ia 
both  which  scriptures  Christ's  resurrection  is  said  to  be  on  the 
first  day  of  the  week;  how  preposterous  would  it  be,  to  render 
them,  on  a  certain  day  of  the  vv^eek?  and  if  they  are,  in  those 
scriptures,  and  others  that  might  be  referred  to,  to  be  render- 
ed, the  first  day  of  the  week,  as  all  allow  they  must,  why 
should  they  be  rendered  otherwise  in  the  text  under  our  pre- 
sent consideration  ? 

Obj.  2.  It  is  farther  objected,  that  their  meeting  together,  on 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  to  break  bread,  does  not  argue  it  to 
be  a  Sabbath ;  because  formerly  the  Lord's  supper  used  to  be 
administered  whenever  the  word  was  preached,  and  that  was 

*  'Ev  tHi  //<*  Tav  c-tfC&ilav.  On  the  first  from  the  Schbath;  90  the  JfWS  nuntl 
the  days  of  the  week. 
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on  Other  days,  besides  the  first  day  of  the  week ;  yea,  we  read, 
that  in  some  ages  of  the  church,  the  word  was  preached,  and 
the  Lord's  supper  administered,  every  day. 

Ansiv.  To  this  it  may  be  replied,  That  tliough  the  Lord's 
supper  may  be  administered  on  another  day,  yet  this  is  said 
to  be  the  day  more  especially  appointed  for  this  solemn  ordi- 
nance, or  for  public  worship,  as  has  been  already  observed. 
Besides,  though  the  Lord's  supper  was  administered  on  other 
days  after  this:  yet  it  will  be  hard  to  prove  that  it  was  admin- 
istered on  any  other  day  but  the  Lord's  day,  in  the  apostles 
time. 

(3.)  The  change  of  the  Sabbath,  from  the  seventh  tp  the  first 
day  of  the  week,  may  be  farther  argued  from  1  Cor.  vi.  1,  2. 
in  which  the  apostle  says.  As  J  have  given  order  to  the  churches 
ofGalatia^  even  so  do  ye.  Upon  the  jirst  day  of  the  xveek^  let 
every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store,  as  God  hath  prospered 
him;  that  there  be  7io  gatherings  when  I  come*  In  which 
words  we  may  observe, 

[1.]  That  there  is  a  work  of  charity  recommended;  a  duty 
most  proper  for  the  Sabbath,  as  a  testimony  of  our  thankful- 
ness to  God  for  spiritual  blessings,  held  forth  to,  or  received  by 
us,  on  that  day ;  and  it  is  a  day  in  which  our  hearts  are  most 
like  to  be  enlarged  to  others,  when  most  affected  with  the  love 
of  God  to  us.  Those  duties  which  the  prophet  recommends 
as  suitable  to  a  fast,  which  God  had  chosen,  are  very  suitable 
to  all  public  ordinances,  and  in  particular  to  Sabbaths,  namely, 
to  loose  the  bands  ofxvickedness^  and  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens^ 
and  to  deal  forth  bread  to  the  hungry,  Isa.  Iviii.  6,  7.  If  the 
poor  of  the  church  were  to  be  provided  for,  this  was  to  be 
clone,  not  by  a  private,  but  a  public  collection,  whereby 
more  might  be  raised,  and  no  burden  laid  on  particular  per- 
sons. It  is  moreover  said,  that  they  were  to  lay  by  as  God 
hud  prospered  them;  that  is,  not  only  in  propoition  to  the  in- 
rrease  of  their  worldh'  substance,  or  the  success  that  attended 
their  secular  employments  on  other  days;  but  their  compassion 
to  the  poor  ought  to  be  enlarged,  in  proportion  to  the  spiritual 
advantage  they  received  from  Christ,  under  his  ordinances. 

[2.]  This  was  not  to  be  done  on  one  single  first  day  of  the 
week,  but  on  the  return  of  every  first  day ;  as  all  who  read 
this  scripture  impartially  must  understand  it*.  Therefore  it 
follows,  that  the  first  day  of  the  week  v>'as  a  day  in  which  the 
church  met  together  for  solemn,  public,  and  stated  worship. 
-,[3.]  It  was  not  commanded  only  to  this  church  at  Corinth, 
but  is  agreeable  to  what  had  been  commanded  to  all  the 
churches  of  Galatia  ;  therefore  It  follows,  that  the  churches  of 
Galatia  Were  obliged  to  observe  the  first  day  of  the  week,  '.t-^ 
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well  as  that  at  Corinth.  And  inasmuch  as  this  epistle  is  di- 
rected to  all  that  in  every  place  call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christy  1  Cor.  i.  2.  it  may  by  a  parity  of  reason,  be  applied  to 
them;  and  accordingly  it  may  be  argued,  that  it  was  a  univer- 
sal practice  of  the  church,  ret  that  time,  to  meet  together  for 
religious  worship,  on  the  first  day  of  the  wclIc,  which  argu- 
ment cannot  but  have  some  weight  in  it,  to  prove  the  doctrine 
that  we  are  maintaining,  relating  to  the  change  of  the  Sabbath, 
from  the  seventh  to  the  first  day  of  the  week. 

(4.)  The  change  'of  the  Sabbath,  from  the  seventh  to  the 
first  dav  of  the  week,  farther  appears,  in  that  there  is  a  day, 
mentioned  in  the  New  Testament,  which  is  styled  the  hordes 
day.  Thus  it  is  said,  I  xvas  in  the  Spirit  on  the  Lord^s  day^ 
Rev.  i.  10.     Where  it  may  be  observed, 

[1.]  That  there  is  a  peculiar  claim  that  Christ  lays  to  this 
day  as  his  own,  distinct  from  all  other  days.  As  the  seventh 
day  of  the  week  was,  before  this,  called,  as  it  is  in  this  Com- 
mandment, The  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  elsewhere, 
his  holy  day,  Isa.  Iviii.  13.  so  there  is  a  peculiar  day  which 
our  Saviour,  who  is  the  Lord  here  spoken  of,  claims  as  his 
holy  day.  And  what  can  this  be,  but  that  day  which  he  has 
instituted  in  commemoration  of  his  having  finished  the  work 
of  our  redem.ption  ? 

[2.]  It  may  be  farther  observed,  that  when  God  is  said  to 
lay  claim  to  things  in  scripture,  it  denotes,  that  they  are  of  his 
appointment,  and  for  his  glory.  Thus  the  bread  and  the  wine 
in  that  ordinance,  which  Christ  has  appointed  in  remembrance 
of  his  death,  is  called  the  Lord'^s  supper,  or  the  hordes  table^ 
denoting  that  it  is  an  ordinance  of  his  own  appointment ;  in 
like  manner  the  Lord''s  day  may  be  fitly  so  called  for  this  rea- 
son, as  instituted  by  him. 

The  arguments  that  have  hitherto  been  brought  to  prove 
that  the  Sabbath  was  changed  from  the  seventh  to  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  are  principally  such  as  are  founded  on  a  scrip- 
ture-consequence. We  shall  now  proceed  to  prove  that  this 
consequence  is  just,  viz.  that  because  the  first  day  of  the  week 
was  observed  by  our  Saviour,  his  apostles,  and  the  church  in 
general,  as  the  Lord's  day,  that  is,  a  day  instituted  by  him,  in 
commemoration  of  his  having  finished  the  work  of  our  redemp- 
tion; therefore  we  ought  to  observe  it  for  that  end.  Here  it 
may  be  considered, 

Ut,  That  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  it  was  universally 
observed  by  the  church  at  random,  or  by  accident,  without' 
some  direction  given  them  herein.  For  since  the  apostles 
were  appointed  to  erect  the  gospel-church,  and,  as  God's  min- 
isters, to  give  laws  to  it,  relating  to  the  instituted  worship 
that  was  to  be  performed  therein,  it  is  as  reasonable  to  sup- 
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pose,  that  they  gave  direction  concerning  the  time,  in  which 
public  solemn  worship  should  be  performed. 

2flVi/,  Whatever  the  apostles  ordered  the  church  to  observe, 
in  matters  belonging  to  religious  worship,  they  did  it  by  divine 
direction;  otherwise  the  rules  they  laid  down  for  instituted 
worship,  could  not  be  much  depended  on;  and  they,  would 
doubtless,  have  been  blamed,  as  not  having  fulfilled  the  com- 
mission, which  they  received  from  Christ,  to  teach  the  church 
to  observe  all  things  whatever  he  had  commanded  them.  Nor 
could  the  apostle  have  made  this  appeal  to  the  church  as  he 
does ;  /  have  not  shunned  to  declare  unto  you  all  the  counsel  of 
God,  Acts  XX.  27.  and  elsewhere,  /  have  received  of  the  Lord 
that  which  also  I  delivered  unto  you,  1  Cor.  xi.  23.  and  I  deli- 
veredunto  you  first  of  all  that  which  I  also  received,  chap.  xv. 
3.  Nor  would  he  have  acted  agreeably  to  the  character  he 
gave  of  himself  and  the  rest  of  the  apostles ;  concerning  whom 
he  says,  Let  a  man  so  account  of  us, as  of  the  7ninisters  of  Christ, 
and  stewards  of  the  mysteries  of  God.  Moreover,  it  is  required 
271  stexvards,  that  a  uian  be  found  faithful,  chap.  iv.  1.  And 
he  savs  concerning  himself,  /  have  obtained  mercy  of  the  Lord 
to  be  faithful,  chap.  vii.  25.  And  elsewhere,  If  any  man  think 
himself  to  be  a  prophet,  or  spiritual,  let  him  acknowledge  that  the 
things  that  I  write  unto  you,  are  the  commandments  of  the  Lord, 
chap.  xiv.  37.  and  consequently,  that  whatever  directions  he 
gave  about  the  time,  as  well  as  mode  of  worship,  were  in- 
stamped  with  his  authority;  therefore,  an  apostolic  intimation 
contained  a  divine  command  relating  hereunto. 

Those  things  that  were  delivered  to  the  church,  by  persons 
under  divine  inspiration,  are  not  to  be  reckoned  among  the 
traditions  which  the  Papists  plead  for,  which  took  their 'rise  in 
those  ages  when  inspiration  was  ceased.  The  apostle  uses 
the  word  tradition  in  the  same  sense  in  which  we  are  to  un- 
derstand a  divine  oracle,  or  a  command  given  by  those  who 
were  divinely  inspired ;  and  accordingly  he  says,  I  praise  you, 
brethren,  that  you  remember  me  in  all  things,  and  keep  the  or- 
dinajices,  or,  as  it  is  in  the  margin,  traditions,  as  I  have  deli- 
vered them,  to  you,  chap.  xi.  2.  and  elsewhere,  he  exhorts  them, 
to  hold  the  traditions  xuhich  they  had  been  taught,  whether  by 
word,  or  his  epistle,  2  Thess.  ii.  15.  that  is,  all  those  things 
which  had  been  communicated  to  them  by  divine  inspiration, 
in  whatever  form  they  were  transmitted  to  them,  whether  by 
word  or  writing;  which  different  circumstances  of  imparting 
them,  do  not  in  the  least  detract  from  their  divine  authority. 
The  laws  which  God  gave  to  his  church,  were  either  immedi- 
ately from  himself,  as  the  ten  Commandments,  or  else  they 
were  given  by  those  who  were  inspired  for  that  purpose ;  and, 
indeed,  the  greatest  part  of  gospel-worship  was  of  this  latter 
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hort ;  and  what  was  transmitted  by  the  apostles  relating  here- 
unto, was  either  verbal  or  real ;  the  former  containing  an  inti- 
mation of  what  they  had  received  of  the  Lord,  the  latter  was 
enforced  by  their  example  and  practice ;  which,  supposing  them 
to  be  under  divine  inspiration,  was  a  sufficient  warrant  for  the 
faith  and  practice  of  the  church,  whether  relating  to  the  mode 
or  time  of  worship;  and  consequently  the  practice  and  exam- 
ple of  the  apostles  and  church,  in  their  day,  in  observing  the 
first  day  of  the  week,  is  a  sufficient  argument  to  convince  us 
concerning  the  change  of  the  Sabbath,  from  the  seventh  to  the 
Lord's  day,  which  was  to  be  observed,  by  the  church,  in  all 
succeeding  ages. 

As  to  that  question  which  is  proposed  by  some,  namely, 
when  it  was  that  Christ  gave  instructions  to  the  apostles,  con- 
cerning the  change  of  the  Sabbath  ?  It  is  an  over-curious  en- 
quiry, since  it  is  enough  for  us  to  conclude,  that  this,  together 
■with  other  laws  given  by  them,  relating  to  the  gospel-dispen- 
sation, were  given  by  him,  during  that  interval  of  time,  in 
which  he  shexved  himself  alive  after  his  passion^  by  many  infal- 
lible proofs,  being  seen  of  them  forty  days^  speaking  of  the 
things  pertaining  to  the  kingdom  ofGod^  Acts  i.  3.  of  which, 
we  may  reasonably  suppose  this  to  have  been  one.  But  if 
this  be  not  reckoned  sufficient  for  the  confirming  our  faith 
therein,  we  have  the  highest  reason  to  conclude,  that  it  was 
given  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit,  whom  Christ  had  before 
promised  unto  the  apostles  to  guide  the7n  into  all  truth;  and 
that  he  should  shew  them  things  to  come^  John  xvi.  13.  by 
which  we  are  to  understand,  that  he  was  to  lead  them,  not  only 
into  those  truths,  which  were  necessary  for  them  to  know  as 
Christians,  but  to  impart  to  the  churches  as  ministers,  as  a 
rule  of  faith  and  practice.  This  is  what,  I  think,  may  give  us 
sufficient  satisfaction,  as  to  the  divine  original  of  the  Lord's 
day,  without  our  being  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  an  ecclesi- 
astical establishment,  without  a  di\'ine  institution  ;  which  would 
very  much  detract  from  the  dignity  and  glory  of  it,  and  the 
regard  that  we  ought  to  pay  to  it,  as  the  Lord's  holy  day- 
We  have  considered  it  as  instituted  by  the  apostles  j  and  that 
they  had  instructions  in  all  things  relating  to  the  edification  of 
the  church  ;  and  that  they  were  so  faithful  in  what  they  impart- 
ed, that  they  cannot  be,  in  the  least,  suspected  of  intruding 
any  invention  of  their  own  into  the  worship  of  God,  in  this, 
any  more  than  any  other  branch  thereof,  to  suppose  which, 
would  leave  us  in  the  greatest  uncertainty,  as  to  v/hat  concerns 
mattei'S  of  the  highest  importance. 

Thus  concerning  the  observation  of  the  Lord's  day,  ar. 
founded  on  a  divine  warrant,  given  to  the  church  by  the  min- 
istry of  the  apostles,  who  were  appointed,  by  God,  to  make 
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known  those  laws  to  them,  which  respect  the  manner  and  time 
in  which  he  v/ill  be  worshipped,  under  the  gospel-dispensa- 
tion. 

The  next  thing  to  be  considered,  is,  that  the  church  in,  and 
after  the  apostks  time,  universally  attended  to  the  religious 
observation  of  the  Lord's  clay;  vt'hich  was  celebrated  as  a 
Sabbath  in  all  succeeding  ages.  This  is  so  evident,  from  the 
history  of  what  relates  thereunto,  that  it  needs  no  proof.  That 
the  apostles  and  the  church,  in  their  day,  observed  it,  has  been 
already  considered;  and  that  the  observation  thereof  was  con- 
tinued in  the  church,  after  their  death,  appears  from  the  writ- 
\rigs  of  most  of  the  Fathers,  who  speak  of  it  as  a  day  in  which 
ihe  church  iwet  together  for  public  worship,  and  paid  a  much 
greater  deference  to  it  than  any  of  the  other  days  of  the  week, 
■\vhert;in  they  occasionally  attended  on  the  exercise  of  religious 
diities.  Thus  Ignatius,  who  lived  in  the  beginning  of  the  se- 
cond Century,  advises  every  one  who  loved  Christ,  to  celebrate 
the  Lord's  day,  which  was  consecrated  to  his  resurrection; 
and  he  calls  it  the  queen,  and  chief  of  all  days  *.  Also  Justin 
7vlartyr,  who  lived  about  the  middle  of  the  same  Century,  in 
one  of  his  apologies  for  the  Christians,  says.  That  on  that  day, 
which  they,  viz.  the  Heathen,  call  Sunday,  all  who  live  in 
cities  or  villages,  meet  together  in  the  same  place,  where  the 
writings  of  the  spostles  and  prophets  are  read,  and  we  all  as- 
semble; it  being  the  day  in  which  God  finished  the  creation, 
and  Jesus  Christ,  our  Saviour,  rose  from  the  dead.  For  the 
day  before  Saturday  he  was  crucified,  and  the  day  after  it,  that 
is,  Sunday,  he  appeared  to  his  apostles  and  disciples,  and  in- 
structed them  in  those  things  which  we  propose  to  your  consi* 
deration  f. 

In  the  third  Century,  when  persecution  so  much  raged  against 
the  church,  it  is  well  known,  that  Christians  distinguished  them- 

•  Vld.  Ignat.  E-pist.  ad  J\lagnes. 

I  Vid.  Just.  Mart.  edit,  a  Grab.  Jpol.  1.  ^87,  &  89.  It  maif  be  observed,  that 
tkat  Father  is  not  alone  in  his  calling  it  Sunday  ;  for  TertMian  [Adv.  Geut.  Cap. 
XVI.]  calls  it  so.  And  Jerom  says  it  moy  be  so  called,  because  the  >Snn  of  liighteous' 
tiess  arose  loith  healing  in  his  ivings;  but  it  is  generally  called  the  Lord's  day;  and 
that  not  only  hj  others,  but  by  the  same  Fathers;  except  in  their  apologies  for  the 
Christian  reli^^'ion  against  the  Heathen,  they  used  the  ivord  in  compliance  viih  their 
mode  of  ■'{peaking.  But  that  ivliich  is  more  strange,  and  savours  a  little  of  affecta- 
tion, is,  that  Justin,  and  some  other  of  the  Fathers,  sJioidd  chuse  to  use  a  circumlo- 
cution, instead  of  Friday,  as  he  calls  it,  t/ie  day  before  Saturday.  And  Ignatius,  [in 
Epist.  ad  Trail.']  calls  it  parasceva,  or,  the  preparation  for  the  Sabbath,  as  the 
Je~.us  did;  and  Irenxus  calls  it  the  day  before  the  Sabbath,  [i7i  Lib.  v.  adv.  Her.  Cap. 
xxiii.]  luhich  the  learned  Qrabe  supposes  to  be  for  this  reason;  that  they  might  sheia 
ho-iv  much  they  detested  the  name  of  Venus,  to  -whom  Friday  luas  dedicated  by  the 
Heathen.  And  they  ought  to  have  been  as  cautious  of  using  the  rjord  Sunday, 
since  that  was  not  o'dy  dedicated  to  the  Sun.  Hut  some  took  occasion  from  thence, 
to  asperse  the  Christia7ts,  as  though  they  had  worshipped  the  Sun;  ivhich  Tertidliari , 
in  [Apol.  adv.  Gen.  Cap.  xvi]  is  obliged  to  exculpate  them  from. 


THE  FOURTH  COMMANDMENT.  495 

selves,  by  the  character  of  observers  of  the  Lord's  day,  whiclj 
they  reckoned  a  badge  of  Christianity  *. 

1  need  not  descend  any  lower,  to  prove  that  the  Lord's  day 
was  universally  observed  by  the  church,  in  comn^emoiiuion  of 
Christ's  resurrection,  in  all  succeeding  ages  ;  for  that  is  ge- 
nerally allowed.  Therefore,  all  that  I  shall  add  to  illustrate 
this  argument,  taken  from  the  practice  of  the  Christian  church, 
Irom  our  Saviour's  resurrection,  to  this  day,  is, 

Isty  I'hiit  it  cannot  reasonably  be  supposed,  that  God  would 
suffer  his  church  universallv  to  run  into  so  great  a  mistake,  as 
to  keen  a  wrong  day  as  a  weekly  Sabbath  ;  and  that  not  only 
in  one  or  two,  hut  in  all  ages,  since  our  Saviour's  time.  Now, 
whatever  error  -particular  churches  have  been  suffered  to  im- 
bibe, God  has  not  left  them  all  in  general ;  and  that  before  the 
corruption  and  apostasy  of  the  church  of  Rome,  as  well  as 
since  the  Reformation,  to  be  deceived,  which  they  must  be 
said  to  have  been,  had  they  esteemed  that  God's  holy  day, 
which  he  has  neither  instituted,  nor  owned  as  such. 

2dy  God  has  not  only  suffered  all  his  churches  to  go  on  in 
this  error,  if  it  be  an  error,  and  not  undeceived  them,  but  he 
has,  at  the  same  time,  granted  them  many  signal  marks  of  his 
favour ;  and  has,  to  this  day,  in  many  instances,  owned  the 
strict  and  religious  observ-ation  thereof;  which  we  can  hardly 
suppose  he  would  have  done,  if  it  were  not  of  his  own  institu- 
tion ;  nor  that  he  would  have  given  a  sanction  to  it,  by  being- 
present  with  his  people,  when  attending  on  him  therein,  in  the 
ordinances  of  his  own  appointment.  This  leads  us  to  consi- 
dtr, 

\ivtV.  The  proportion  of  time  that  is  to  be  observed  as  a  week- 
ly Sabbath.  Thus  it  is  said  in  this  answer,  we  are  to  keep 
holy  to  God,  one  whole  day  in  seven.  A  day  is  either  artifi- 
cial or  natural.  The  former  is  the  space  of  time  from  the  sun's 
rising,  to  its  setting;  the  latter  contains  in  it  the  space  of  twen- 
ty four  hours.  Now  the  Lord's  day  must  be  supposed  to  con- 
tinue longer  than  the  measure  of  an  artificial  day  ;  otherwise 
it  would  fall  short  of  a  seventh  part  of  time.  But  this  has  not 
so  many  difficulties  attending  it,  as  that  has  which  relates  to 
the  time  of  the  day  v/hen  it  begins.  Nevertheless,  we  have 
some  direction,  as  to  this  matter,  from  the  intimation  given  us, 
that  Christ  rose  from  the  dead  ofi  thejirst  day  of  the  xveek, 
very  early  in  the  mornings  lohile  it  was  yet  dark^  John  xx.  1. 
Luke  xxiv.  1.  Therefore  the  Lord's  day  begins  in  the  morn- 
mg,  before  sun  rising;  or,  according  to  our  usual  way  of  reck- 

•  Domlnicum  agere,  ttr  celebrare,  was  a  phrase  i\;eV  knovn  in  that  age,  in  -which 
many  Christians  -ii-crt;  f>ut  to  death,  vpon  thdr  being  examined,  and  bnldly  profeanivg 
thai  they  observed  the  Lord's  day ,-  and  the  assemblies,  in  -ivhich  all  the  parts  offiib- 
lic  Ivor  ship  were  performed  on  that  day,  were  gena-aHy  called  Synaxes.  .  •, 
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oning,  we  may  conclude,  that  it  begins  immediately  after  mid- 
night, and  continues  till  mid-night  following ;  which  is  our 
common  method  of  computing  time,  beginnmg  the  day  with 
the  morning,  and  ending  it  with  the  evening;  and  it  is  agree- 
able to  the  Psalmist's  observation  ;  3Ian  goeth  forth  to  his  work^ 
and  to  his  labour  in  the  morning,  until  the  evenings  Psal.  civ, 
23.  Rest,  in  order  of  nature,  follows  after  labour  ;  therefore 
the  night  follows  the  day  ;  and  consequently  the  Lord's  day 
evening  follows  the  day,  on  which  account  it  must  be  suppo- 
sed to  begin  in  the  morning. 

Again,  if  the  Sabbath  begins  in  the  evening,  religious  wor- 
ship ought  to  be  performed  sometime,  at  least,  in  the  evening ; 
and  then,  soon  after  it  is  begun,  it  will  be  interrupted  by  the 
succeeding  night,  and  then  it  must  be  revived  again  the  follow- 
ing day.  And,  as  to  the  end  of  the  Sabbath,  it  seems  not  so 
agreeable,  that,  when  we  have  been  engaged  in  the  worship  of 
God  in  the  day,  we  should  spend  the  evening  in  secular  em- 
ployments ;  which  cannot  be  judged  unlawful,  if  the  Sabbath 
be  then  at  an  end.  Therefore,  it  is  much  more  expedient,  that 
the  whole  work  of  the  day  should  be  continued  as  long  as  our 
worldly  employments  are  on  other  days  ;  and  our  beginning 
and  ending  the  performance  of  religious  duties,  should  in  some 
measure,  be  agreeable  thereunto.  Again,  this  may  be  proved 
trom  what  is  said  in  Exod.  xvi.  23.  To-morrow  is  the  rest  of 
the  holy  Sabbath  unto  the  Lord.  Whereas,  if  the  Sabbath  had 
begun  in  the  evening,  it  would  rather  have  been  said,  this  even- 
ing begins  the  rest  of  the  holy  Sabbath. 

Another  scripture  generally  brought  to  prove  this  argument, 
is  in  John  xx.  19.  The  same  day  at  evening,  being  the  first  day 
of  the  week,  when  the  doors  were  shut,  where  the  disciples  were 
assembled  for  fear  of  the  Jews,  came  Jesus,  and  stood  in  the 
midst,  and  said  unto  them.  Peace  be  unto  yen  ;  it  is  called  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  ;  so  that  the  worship  which  was  per- 
formed that  day,  was  continued  in  the  evening  thereof.  This 
is  not  called  the  evening  of  the  next  day,  but  of  the  same  day 
in  which  Christ  rose  from  the  dead ;  which  was  the  first  Chris- 
tian Sabbath. 

Object.  To  this  it  is  objected,  that  the  ceremonial  Sabbaths 
nnder  the  law,  began  at  evening.  Thus  it  is  said,  in  Lev. 
xxiii.  5.  In  the  fourteenth  day  of  the  first  month,  at  even,  is  the 
Lcrd^s  passover ;  and  ver.  32.  speaking  concerning  the  feast  of 
expiation,  which  was  on  the  tenth  day  of  the  seventh  month, 
it  is  said.  It  shall  be  unto  you  a  Sabbath  of  rest  ;  and  ye  shall 
afflict  your  souls  in  the  ninth  day  of  the  month,  at  eveix :  From 
even  unto  even  shall  ye  celebrate  your  Sabbath. 

Answ.  To  this  it  may  be  answered  ;  that  the  beginning  of 
.sacred  days  is  to  be  at  the  same  time  with  that  of  civil ;  and 
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tills  Avas  governed  by  the  custom  of  nations.  The  Jews'  civil 
day  btgan  at  evening;  and  therefore  it  was  ordained  th.-.t  irom 
evening  to  evening,  should  be  the  measure  ol  their  sacred  days. 
Our  days  have  another  beginning  and  (.nding;  which  differ- 
ence is  only  circumstautiai.  Whereas,  ihc  principal  thing  en- 
joined, is,  that  one _v.  hole  day  in  seven,  be  observed  as  a  Sab- 
bath to  the  Lord. 


Quest.  CXVII.  Hoxv  is  the  Sabbath,  or  Lord''s  day  to  be  sanc- 
tifedP 

Answ.  The  Sabbith,  or  Lord's  day,  is  to  be  sanctified,  by  an 
hoiy  resting  all  the  day,  not  only  from  such  woi  ks  as  are,  at 
all  times,  sinful,  but  even  from  such  worldly  employments 
and  recreations  as  are  on  other  days  lawful,  and  mcking  it 
our  delight  to  spend  the  whole  time  (except  so  muoh  of  it 
as  Is  to  be  taken  up  in  works  of  necessity  and  mercj)  m  the 
public  and  private  exercises  ot  God's  worship  ;  and  to  that 
end  we  are  to  prepare  our  hearts,  and  with  such  fore-sight, 
diligence  and  moderation  to  dispose,  and  seasonably  to  dis- 
patch our  worldly  business,  that  we  may  be  thb  more  free 
and  fit  for  the  duties  of  that  day. 

QursT.  CXVIIL  Why  is  the  charge  of  keeping  the  Sabbath 
more  specially  directed  to  governors  of  families,  and  other  SU' 
periors  f 

Answ.  The  charge  of  keeping  the  Sabbath  is  more  especially 
directed  to  governors  of  families  and  other  superiors,  be- 
cause they  are  bound  not  only  to  keep  it  themselves,  but  to 
see  that  it  be  observed  by  all  those  that  are  under  their 
charge  ;  and  because  they  are  prone  oft-times  to  hinder  them 
by  employments  of  their  own. 

IN  explaining  the  former  of  these  answers,  which  more  es- 
pecially respects  the  .manner  how  the  Sabbath  is  to  be  sanc- 
tified, let  it,be  considered, 

I.  That  we  are  to  prepare  our  hearts,  and  with  such  fore- 
sight, diligence,  and  moderation,  to  dispose,  and  seasonably  to 
dispatch,  our  worldly  business,  that  we  may  be  more  free  and 
fit  for  the  business  of  that  day.  We  do  not  read,  indeed,  that 
there  is  any  time  sanctified,  or  set  apart  by  God,  in  order  to 
our  preparing  for  the  Sabbath  ;  but  this  matter  is  left  to  our 
Christian  prudi;nce.  Yet  we  re.id  in  the  New  Testament,  of 
the  day  of  preparation  for  the  Sabbath  ;  that  is,  the  iny  before 
the  Jewish  Sabbath  ;  which  persons  who  had  any  sense  of  the 

Vol.  in,  3  Bi 
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importance  of  the  work  to  be  performed  on  the  following  day, 
thought  It  th^ir  dui}  to  prepare  for  before-hand,  at  least,  to 
g^ve  dispatch  to  their  worldly  business  ;  that  their  thoughts 
might  be  txed  on  the  work  on  which  they  were  to  engage  on 
the  uay  ensuing.  Thus  we  read,  that  that  day  was  theprtpa- 
ration^  and  the  Sabbutli  drew  on:  And  they  returned  arid  prepa- 
red apices  and  ointments^  and  rested  the  Sabbath  day^  according 
to  the  commandment^  Luke  xxiii.  54,  56.  Tlie  mixing  of  oint- 
itiencs  and  spices,  which  were  compounded  according  to  the 
custom  oi  those  times,  for  the  embahning  of  the  dead,  was  a 
work  oi  labour,  and  not  fit  to  be  done  on  the  Sabbath.  There- 
fore they  did  this  the  da)'  before,  that  they  might  not  be  brought 
under  any  necessity  of  performing  that  servile  work  therein,, 
which  might  be  done  on  another  day.  And  this  practice  of 
dispatching  worldly  business,  in  order  to  their  being  prepared 
for  the  sacred  employment  of  the  Sabbath,  seems  to  have  been 
inculcated,  when  the  observation  of  that  day  was  revived  by 
Moses  in  the  wilderness  of  Sin  ;  on  which  occasion  he  says, 
To-morrow  is  the  rest  of  the  holy  Sabbath  unto  the  Lord.  Bake 
that  which  ye  will  bake^  and  seethe  that  ye  will  seethe:  and  that 
'which  remaincth  over^  lay  it  up  for  yon  to  be  kept  until  the 
morning-^  Exod.  xvi.  23.  The  meaning  of  which  is,  they  were 
to  gather  the  manna,  which  would  take  up  a  considerable  time, 
and  grind  or  prepare  it  for  baking  or  seething  ;  which  was  a 
§erviie,  or  laborious  work,  that  might  as  well  be  done  the  day 
beiore.  Accordingly  they  were  commanded  then  to  dispatch 
or  hnish  it,  that  they  might  rest  in,  and  sanctify  the  Sabbath 
immediately  following. 

As  for  the  ti  .  e  which  the  more  religious  Jews  took,  in  pre- 
paring for  the  Sabbath  before  it  came,  something  of  this  may 
be  learned  Irom  the  practice  of  holy  Nehemiah  ;  whereby  it 
appears,  that  they  laid  aside  their  worldly  business,  in  order  to 
their  preparing  for  the  Sabbath  the  day  before,  at  sun-set,  or 
when  it  begun  to  be  dark.  Thus  it  is  said,  That  when  the 
gates  of  y erusaleyn  began  to  be  dark  before  the  Sabbath^  he  com- 
manded  that  the  gates  should  be  shut,  and  charged  that  they 
ishould  not  be  opened  till  after  the  Sabbath,  Neh.  xiii.  19.  How- 
ever, this  is  discretionary,  and  therefore  some  Jewish  writers 
observe,  that  many  of  them  began  to  prepare  for  the  Sabbath 
^he  evening  before,  at  six  o'clock,  and  some  of  them  at  three ; 
and  others  spent  the  whole  day  before  in  the  dispatch  of  their 
secular  business,  that  they  might  be  better  prepared  for  the 
Sabbath;  and  this,  as  to  what  is  equitable  or  moral  therein,  is, 
doubtless,  an  example  to  us  :  so  that  we  may  say  as  Hezekiah 
did  in  his  prayer ;  The  good  Lord  pardon  every  one  that  pre- 
pareth  his  heart  to  seek  God;  the  Lord  God  of  his  fathers^ 
though  he  be  not  cleansed  according  to  the  punf.cation  of  the 
sanctuary,  2  Chron.  xxxt  18,  19. 
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This  leads  us  to  consider  the  duties  to  be  perforitied  prepa* 
ratory  to  the  right  observing  the  Lord's  day ;  and,  in  order 
hereunto,  \vc  ought,  the  evening  before,  to  lay  aside  our  care 
and  worldly  business,  that  our  thoughts  may  not  be  incuna- 
bred,  diverted,  or  taken  up  with  unseasonablt:  or  unlawful  con- 
cerns about  it.  This  is  a  duty  very  much  neglected  ;  and  the 
omission  thereof  is  one  reason  of  our  unprofitable  attendance 
on  the  ordinances  of  (iod  on  the  Lord's  day.  Thus  many 
keep  their  shops  open  till  midnight ;  and  by  this  means  make 
encroachments  on  part  of  the  morning  of  the  Lord's  day,  by 
indulging  too  much  sleep  ;  which  occasions  drowsiness  under 
the  ordinances,  as  well  as  their  thoughts  bemg  filled  with 
Worldly  concerns  and  business  therein.  And  to  this  we  may 
add,  that  all  envyings,  contentions,  evil  surmising  against  our 
neighbour,  are  to  be  laid  aside,  since  these  will  tend  to  defile 
our  souls  and  to  deprave  our  minds,  when  they  ought  wholly 
to  be  taken  up  about  divine  things.  Thus  the  aposile  advises 
those  lo  whom  he  writes,  to  lay  aside  all  malice,  and  all  gtiile^ 
and  hypocrisies^  and  envies,  and  all  evil  sneaking-,  and  ai  new 
born  babes  to  desire  the  sincere  milk  of  the  xvord^  that  they 
vni^ht  groiv  thereby,  1  Pet.  ii.  1,  2. 

Moreover,  we  are  to  endeavour  to  bring  our  souls  into  a 
prepared  frame  for  the  duties  of  the  Lord's  day,  the  evening 
before,  by  having  our  thoughts  engaged  in  those  meditations 
that  are  suitable  thereunto;  particularly,  v/e  are  to  consider  the 
many  lost  Sabbaths  we  have  to  account  for,  or  repent  of,  as 
also  the  wonderful  patience  of  God,  who  has,  notwithstanding 
spared  us  to  the  approach  of  another  Sabbath  ;  and  what  pre- 
cautions are  necessary  to  be  used,  that  we  may  not  profane  or 
trifle  it  away.  It  would  also  be  expedient  for  us  to  meditate 
on  the  vanity  of  worldly  things,  which  v/e  have  laid  aside  all 
our  care  about,  and  think  how  contemptible  the  gain  thereof 
is,  if  compared  with  communion  with  God,  which  is  our  great 
concern ;  and  therefore  we  are  to  consider  ourselves  as  having 
a  greater  work  to  transact  with  God  on  his  own  day,  and  de- 
sire to  have  no  disturbance  from  the  world  therein.  And  to 
these  meditations  v/e  ought  to  join  our  fervent  prayers  to  God  ; 
that  the  sins  committed  by  us  in  former  Sabbaths  may  be  for- 
given, that  he  may  not  be  provoked  to  withdraw  the  influences 
of  his  Spirit  on  the  approaching  day  ',  and  that  the  world  with 
the  cares  thereof,  may  not  then  be  a  snare  to  us,  through  the 
temptations  of  Satan,  together  with  the  corruption  of  our  own 
hearts,  whereby  our  converse  with  God  would  be  interrupted, 
that  by  this  means  we  may  wait  on  the  Lord  without  distrac- 
tion. We  ought  also  to  pray,  that  he  would  also  assist  his 
ministers  in  preparing  a  seasonable  word,  that  may  be  blest  to 
ourselves  and  others.    Thus  th6  apostk  exliorts  the  church. 
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to  pray  always  xiith  all  prayer  and  supplication  in  the  Spirit^ 
and  to  xuatch  thereunto  with  all  perseverance^  and  suppLicanon 
for  all  saints  ;  and  for  him^  that  utterance  7night  be  given  unto 
him^  that  he  fuight  open  his  mourh  boldly  to  vxake  knoxvn  the 
7ny&tery  of  the  gospel^  Eph.  vi.  18,  19.  Wr  ought  to  be  very 
importunate  with  God,  that  he  would  sanctify,  and  fill  our 
thoughts  irom  the  beginning  to  the  end  ot  the  Lord's  day, 
which  he  has  consLcrated  ior  his  immediate  service  and  glory* 
li.  We  are  now  to  corisider  what  we  are  to  rest  and  absiain 
from,  on  the  Lord's  day  ;  and  this  is  included  in  two  gentral 
heads,  namely,  not  oiUy  from  things  sinlu!,  but  what  is  in  it- 
sell  lawiul,  on  other  da)S. 

1.  As  for  those  things  which  are  sinful  on  other  days,  they 
are  much  more  so  on  the  Sabbath;  ior  hereby  we  contract 
double  guilt,  not  only  in  committing  the  sin,  but  in  breaking 
the  Sabbatn  ;  and  such  sins  are,  tor  the  most  part,  presump- 
tuously committed,  and  greatly  tend  to  harden  the  heart ;  and 
not  only  hintier  the  efficacy  of  the  ordinances,  but  if  allowed 
oi,  and  persist'-d  in,  are  a  sad  step  to  apostac} . 

2.  We  break  the  Sabbath  by  engaging  in  things  that  would 
be  lawful  on  other  days  ;  and  that  in  two  particular  instances 
here  ir.cntiontu  ; 

(l.)  When  we  engage  in  worldly  employments.  These,  we 
are  wholly  to  izx  aside,  or  abstain  from  ;  particularly  buying 
or  selliug,  or  encouraging  those  who  do  so.  Wc  hare  a  no- 
ble instance  oi  zeal  in  Nehemiah,  relating  to  this  matter ; 
wherein  he  says.  In  those  days  saw  linfudah^  some  treading 
%vine-presses  on  the  Sabbath^  and  bringing  in  sheaves^  and  lead- 
ing asses  ;  as  also  wine^  grapes  and  fgs,  and  all  manner  of 
burdens^  xvhich  tneij  brought  into  Jerusalem  on  the  Sabbath 
day.  And  I  testified  against  them  in  the  day  wherein  they  sold 
victuals.  There  dxvett  men  of  Tyre  also  therein^  which  brought 
fish,  and  ah  manner  ofxvare,  and  sold  on  the  Sabbath  unto  the 
children  of  Judah,  and  in  Jerusalem.  Then  1  contended  with 
the  nobles  oj  Judah^  and  said  unto  them,  xvhat  evil  thing  is  this 
thai  ye  do,  and  profane  the  Sabbath  day  ?  Neh.  xiii.  15,  16,  17. 
Aug  the  proph-t  Jeicmiah  speaks  to  the  same  purpose,  when 
he  j.rohibits  their  camming  burdens  on  the  Sabbath  day,  or  do- 
ing amj  xvork  tlierem  ;  ..nd  exhorts  thtm  to  hallow  the  Sabbath 
da  j,  as  God  coramanded  their  fathers,  Jcr.  xvii.  21,  22.  This 
may  tend  to  reprove  those  tradesmen  who  post  their  books, 
state  their  accounts,  or  prepare  their  goods,  which  are  to  be 
expoJ^.ed  to  sale  on  the  following  da\ .  And  if  we  do  not  run 
these  lengths,  in  profaning  the  Sabbath  ;  yet  we  are  highly 
guii'.y  when  our  thoughts  and  discourse  run  after  our  cove- 
tO'i.  .'.ss,  which  i&,  in  efi'  ct,  a  sa%  ing  as  the)  did  who  ccniplain- 
ed,  When  will  the  new  moo7i  begone^  that  we  may  sellcorriy  and 
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che  Sabbath^  that  we  mai/  set  forth  ivheat^  Amos  vlii.  5.  This 
the  prophet  reproves,  when  he  sa}s,  Theij  come  unto  thee  as. 
the  people  cometh^  and  they  sit  before  thee  as  my  people^  and 
they  hear  thy  wordsy  but  they  will  not  do  them  .*  for  with  their 
mouth  they  show  much  iove^  but  their  heart  goeth  after  their 
covetousness,  Ezek.  xxxui.  31. 

(2.)  The  Sabbath  is  violated  by  recreations;  which  we  are 
therctore  to  abstain  irom :  otherwise  we  spurn  at  thi;  Sabbath; 
accordingly  the  prophet  Isaiah  speaks  of  those  who  sanctify 
the  Sabbath,  as  turning  awa)  their  foot  from  doing"  their  plea- 
sure on  God^s  holy  day,  and  calling  the  Sabbath  a  delight,  the 
holy  of  the  Lord,  honourable,  honouring  him,  not  doing  their 
oxen  ways,  nor  finding  their  own  pleasure,  nor  speaking  their 
own  words,  Isa.  Iviii.  13. 

[i.]  Tae  recreations  v.'e  are  to  abstain  from,  on  the  Lord's 
day,  are  unnecessary  visits,  by  which  the  worship  of  God  in 
families,  is  interrupted,  the  mmds  of  uicn  perverted,  and  filled 
with  vanity,  the  motions  of  the  Spu-it  quenched,  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  public  worship  greatly  hindered,  if  not  wholly  lost. 

[2.]  Walking  in  the  fields ;  whereby  instead  of  meditating  on 
the  word,  the  mind  is  diverted  from  it.  To  v/hich  we  may 
add, 

[3.]  The  taking  unnecessary  journeys;  which,  according  as 
they  are  circumstanced,  will  appear  to  be  no  oth^r  than  find- 
ing our  own  pleasure,  and  doing  our  own  works  on  God's 
holy  day. 

We  read,  indeed,  in  Acts  i.  12.  oi  a  Sabbath-day'' s  journey  ; 
which  seems  to  argue,  that  it  was  not  unlawful  to  travel  on 
th^  Lord's  day.  But,  that  we  may  not  mistake  this  matter, 
let  it  be  considei'ed,  that  a  Sabbath-day'' s  journey,  according  to 
Jewish  writers,  contained  the  length  of  tv/o  thousand  cubits, 
or,  about  a  mile ;  which  was,  ordinarily  speaking,  the  length 
of  their  cities,  together  with  their  respective  suburbs.  There- 
fore, since  this  is  the  measure  of  a  Sabbath-day's  journey,  it 
implies,  that  they  were  not  to  go  out  of  their  cities  to  divert 
themselves,  or  to  undertake  journeys,  under  a  pretence  of  busi- 
ness. Thus  they  were  commanded  to  abide  every  man  in  his 
place  on  the  seventh  day,  Exod.  xvi.  29.  that  is,  not  to  wander 
out  of  their  tents,  to  lake  the  air,  though  they  were  obliged  to 
get  out  of  their  tents  to  the  tabernacle,  the  place  of  public 
worship,  which  was  pitched  in  the  midst  thereof,  for  the  con- 
veniency  of  coming  to  it.  Hither,  indeed,  they  went,  from 
their  respective  tents;  which  was  the  only  journey  they  took, 
unless  in  case  of  nccessitv,  on  the  Saiibath-day. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  it  is  not  lawful,  on  the  Sabbath- 
day,  for  persons  to  divert  themselves  by  talking  of  news,  or 
common  affairs  ]  which  unseasonable  discourse  oftentimes  gives 
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a  check  to  those  lively  frames  of  spirit  we  have  had  under  tlie 
word  preached ;  and  by  indulging  such  discourse,  we  not  only 
break  the  Sabbath  ourselves,  but  by  our  example,  induce 
others  to  do  the  same.  I  do  not  say  but  that  it  may  be  sea- 
sonable to  meditate  on  the  providence  of  God  towards  the 
church  and  the  world,  on  the  Lord's  day,  as  well  as  at  other 
times;  but  then  we  must  take  heed  that  his  glory,  and  not 
barely  our  own  diversion,  is  a  great  inducement  thereunto. 

III.  When  it  is  said,  in  the  fourth  Commandment,  that  thou 
shall  do  no  manner  of  work  on  the  Sabbath  daij^  there  is  an 
exception  hereunto,  or  an  intimation,  that  works  of  necessity 
and  mercy,  though  they  contain  in  them  something  servile  or 
laborious,  may,  notwithstanding,  be  done  on  the  Lord's  day. 
Some  things  are  necessary,  as  they  tend  to  the  support  of  na- 
ture; as  eating  and  drinking;  and  therefore  the  providing  food 
for  that  end,  is,  doubtless,  lawful ;  especially  if  too  much  time 
be  not  spent  therein,  too  many  servants,  or  others,  detained 
from  the  worship  of  God  thereby,  or  entertainments  and  splen- 
did feasts  made;  in  which,  variety  of  things  are  prepared,  to 
please  the  appetite;  and  all  this  attended  with  vain  and  trifling 
conversation,  unbecoming  the  holiness  of  the  day.  There  are 
also  other  works  of  necessity,  which  may  be  done  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  viz>  such  as  are  subservient  to  the  worship  of 
God;  without  which,  it  is  impossible  that  the  public  exercises 
thereof  should  be  performed.  Thus,  under  the  ceremonial 
law,  there  were  many  laborious  services  that  attended  public 
worship ;  particularly  the  killing  those  beasts  that  were  appoint- 
ed for  sacrifice,  on  the  Sal)bath-day ;  though  we  are  exempted 
from  this  under  the  gospel-dispensation.  To  this,  it  is  proba- 
ble, our  Saviour  refers,  when  he  says,  '  Have  ye  not  read  in 

*  the  law,  how  that  the  priests  in  the  temple  profane  the  Sab- 

*  bath,  and  are  blameless,'  Matt.  xii.  5.  that  is,  perform  those 
servile  works,  subservient  to  public  worship ;  which,  according 
to  your  method  of  reasoning,  would  be  a  profaning  the  Sab- 
bath. 

Here  it  is  enquired,  by  some,  whether  it  be  lav.ful  to  kindle 
a  fire  on  the  Sabbath-day,  since  this  seems  to  be  foi'bidden  the 
Israelites ;   to   whom    Moses  says,   *  Ye   shall  kindle  no   fire 

*  throughout  your  habitations,  upon  the  Sabbath-day,'  Exod. 
XXV.  3.  Some  are  of  opinion,  that  if  this  be  lawful  at  present, 
agreeably  to  what  we  generallv  practice,  it  is  a  peculiar  privi- 
lege attending  the  gospel-dispensation ;  which  may  give  us  oc- 
casion to  explain  what  is  meant  by  this  prohibition. 

1.  It  cannot  be  hereby  forbidden,  to  kindle  a  fire,  for  their 
refreshment,  in  cold  weather;  for  that  is  as  necessary  as  any 
of  the  other  conveniences  of  life,  such  as  eating,  drinking,  sit- 
ting down  when  we  are  weary,  ^c,  and  it  was  done  with  ^fQry 
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Lttie  pains  or  difficulty ;  so  that  it  would  not  much  hinder  the 
religious  exercises  ot  that  day.  On  the  other  hand,  the  not 
making  a  fire,  provided  the  season  of  the  year  was  extremely 
cold,  would  indispose  men  for  the  worship  of  God.  There- 
fore, 

2.  It  is  most  probable,  that  the  meaning  of  that  scripture  is 
this;  that  since,  at  that  time,  wherein  this  law  was  given, 
many  of  them  were  employed  in  the  work  of  building  and 
adorning  the  tabernacle;  which,  as  all  artificers  know,  requir- 
ed the  kindling  of  fires  for  the  melting  of  metals,  heating  of 
iron  tools,  8?c.  and,  whereas  the  people  might  be  apt  to  think, 
that,  because  the  building  of  the  tabernacle  required  expedi- 
tion, they  might  kindle  fires,  and  therewith  employ  themselves 
in  the  work  thereof,  on  the  Sabbath-day.  Therefore  JVIoses 
tells  them,  that  it  was  not  a  work  so  absolutely  necessary,  as 
that  it  required,  that  they  should  attend  to  it  herein;  whicb 
seems  to  be  the  reason  of  that  law,  which  prohibited  the  kind- 
ling a  fire  on  the  Sabbath-day. 

As  for  the  application  of  this  law,  to  the  dressing  of  food, 
which  seems  to  be  prohibited  in  that  scripture,  *  Bake  that  ye 

*  will  bake  to  day,  and  seethe  that  whicli  ye  will  seethe ;  and 

*  that  which  remaineth  over,  lay  it  up  to  be  kept  for  you  until 
'  the  morning,'  Exod.  xvi.  23.  The  meaning  thereof  seems 
to  be  this;  Bake,  or  seethe  that  which  is  necessary  for  your 
food,  the  day  before  the  Sabbath,  and  lay  up  the  rest,  to  be 
baked  or  seethed  on  the  Sabbath.  The  command  more  espe- 
cially prohibits  their  gathering  manna  on  the  Sabbath,  and  pre- 
paring it  foi-  baking  or  seething;  which  would  have  taken  up 
too  great  a  part  of  the  day,  and  have  been  a  diversion  from 
the  religious  worship  thereof.  But  the  baking  or  seething, 
which  would  have  afforded  but  a  small  interruption  to  the 
work  thereof,  does  not  seem  to  have  been  forbidden. 

And  this  leads  us  to  enquire,  what  judgment  we  may  pass 
on  the  stoning  the  man  who  gathered  sticks  o?i  the  Sabbath-day  ^ 
which  we  read  of  in  Numb.  xv.  32,  ^c.  The  gathering  of 
sticks  for  the  making  a  fire  on  the  Sabbath-day,  seems  to  be  a 
work  of  necessity ;  and  therefore  some  may  be  ready  to  con^ 
elude  that  the  punishment  inflicted  en  him  was  too  severe. 
But,  instead  of  excepting  against  the  greatness  of  the  punish^ 
ment  inflicted,  I  would  rather  infer  from  hence,  that  the  crime 
was  very  great.     For, 

(1.)  He  might  have  gathered  sticks  on  other  days,  and 
thereby  have  provided  a  sufficient  quantity  for  his  necessary 
use,  on  the  Sabbath-day;  or  else,  he  should  have  been  content 
to  have  been  without  a  fire  on  that  day;  rather  than  give  so 
ill  a  precedent  of  the  breach  of  the  Sabbath. 

(2.)  It  is  probable  he  did  this,  not  to  supply  his  present  ne^ 
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cessities,  but  to  increase  his  store;  and,  that  he  did  not  gather 
a  few  sticks,  but  a  large  quantity;  which  cannot  be  pretended 
to  be  a  work  of  necfcssit\-. 

(3.)  It  is  not  unlikely,  that  the  man  made  a  practice  of  it, 
for  several  Sabbaths  together;  and  so  lived  in  a  total  contempt" 
and  neglect  of  God's  public  ordinances. 

(4.)  It  is  also  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  he  did  this  pre- 
sumptuously, publicly,  and  in  defiance  of  the  divine  command, 
after  havmg  been  reproved  for  it;  and  he  might  obstinately 
vindicate  this  wicked  practice,  and  resolve,  for  the  future,  to 
persist  in  it;  tor  that  is  tiic  nature  of  a  presumptuous  sin.  And 
it  is  plain,  that  he  sinned  presumptuously  therein;  inasmuch 
as  God,  in  the  verses  immediately  foregoing,  had  threatened* 
that  the  soul  that  doth  ought  presumptuoudif^  or,  as  it  is  in 
the  margin,  jvith  an  high  hand^  who  reproached  the  Lord 
herein,  shoidd  be  cut  off;  and  then  this  account  of  the  man's 
being  stoned  for  gathernig  sticks  on  the  Sabbath-day,  is  brought 
in  as  an  instance  of  a  just  punishment  of  a  presumptuous  sin- 
ner. 

These  things  being  duly  considered,  we  cannot  take  occa- 
sion from  hence,  to  conclude,  as  many  do,  that  there  is  this 
difference  between  the  legal  and  the  gospel-dispensation,  in 
that  the  Sabbath  was  formerly  to  be  observed  more  stictly  than 
now;  and  that  this  was  a  part  of  the  yoke  which  neither  they 
nor  their  fathers  were  able  to  bear,  the  relaxation  whereof  is 
reckoned  a  branch  of  that  liberty  which  we  have  under  the 
gospel.  But  this  sounds  very  ill  in  the  ears  of  all  serious 
Christians,  who  think  the  duties  of  religion,  and  the  strictness 
of  our  obligation  thereunto,  a  privilege  rather  than  a  burden. 
Thus  concerning  the  lawfulness  of  our  performing  works  of 
necessity  on  the  Sabbath-day. 

We  proceed  farther  to  consider,  that  works  of  mercv  ought 
to  be  done  on  that  dav;  such  as  visiting  and  preparing  medi- 
cines for  the  sick,  relieving  thf  poor,  providing  food  and  water 
for  cattle,  and  other  brute  creatures.  This  our  Saviour  vin- 
dicates by  his  practice^  and  illustrates  bv  asserting  the  neces- 
sity of  lifting  out  a  sheep^  that  was  fallen  into  a  pit^  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  Matt.  xii.  10 — 13.  However,  when  we  main- 
tain the  lawfulness  of  performing  works  of  necessity  and 
mercy,  on  the  Sabbath-day,  the  following  cautions  ought  to 
be  attended  to; 

[l.]  Let  the  necessity  be  real,  not  pretended;  of  which,  God 
and  our  own  consciences  are  the  judges. 

[2.]  If  we  think  that  we  have  a  necessary  call  to  omit,  or 
lay  aside  our  attendance  on  the  ordinances  of  God,  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  let  us  take  heel  that  th's  necessity  be  not  brought 
on  us  by  some  sin  committed,  which  gives  occasion  to  the 
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judicial  hand  of  God;  and  that  province,  which  renders  it  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  absent  from  them,  should  be  rather  submit- 
ted to,  than  matter  of  choice  or  delight. 

[3.J  If  necessity  obliges  us  to  engage  in  secular  employ- 
ments on  the  Lord's  day,  as  in  the  instances  of  those  whose 
business  it  is  to  provide  physic  for  the  sick,  let  us,  neverthe- 
less, labour  after  a  spiritual  frame,  becoming  the  holiness  of 
that  day,  so  far  as  may  consist  with  what  we  are  immediately 
called  to  do. 

[4.]  As  we  ought  to  see  that  the  work  we  are  engaged  in  is 
necessary ;  so  we  must  not  spend  more  time  therein  than  what 
is  needful. 

[5.]  If  we  have  a  necessary  call  to  engage  in  worldly  mat- 
ters, whereby  we  are  detained  from  public  ordinances,  we 
must  endeavour  to  satisfy  others,  that  the  providence  of  God 
obliges  us  hereunto;  that  so  we  may  not  give  offence  to  them, 
or  they  take  occasion,  without  just  reason  to  follow  their  own 
employments;  which  would  be  a  sin  in  them. 

IV.  We  are  to  sanctify  the  Sabbath,  by  spending  the  whole 
day  in  the  public  and  private  exercises  of  God's  worship,  and 
herein  to  maintain  a  becoming  holy  frame  of  spirit,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  day  to  the  end  thereof.     Therefore, 

1.  In  the  beginning  thereof;  let  not  too  much  sleep  make- 
intrenchments  on  more  of  the  morning  of  the  day  than  what  is 
needful,  particularly,  more  than  what  we  allow  ourselves  be- 
fore we  begin  our  employments  on  other  days.  And  let  us 
begin  the  day  with  spiritual  meditations,  and  carefully  watch 
against  worldly  thoughts,  as  what  will  give  us  great  interrup- 
tion and  hinderance  in  the  work  thereof.  And  let  us  be  earnest 
with  God  in  prayer,  that  he  would  prepare  our  hearts  for  the 
solemn  duties  we  are  to  engage  in ;  let  us  consider  the  Sab- 
bath as  a  very  great  talent  that  we  are  entrusted  with ;  and 
that  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  for  us  to  improve  it,  to 
the  glory  of  God  and  our  spiritual  advantage. 

2.  While  we  are  engaged  in  holy  duties,  especially  in  the 
public  ordinances  of  God's  worship,  let  us  endeavour  to  main- 
tain a  becoming  reverence,  and  filial  fear  of  God,  in  whose 
presence  we  are,  and  a  love  to  his  holy  institutions,  which  are 
instamped  with  his  authority.  Let  us  moreover  watch  and 
strive  against  the  first  motions  and  suggestions  of  Satan,  and 
our  corrupt  hearts,  endeavouring  to  divert  us  from,  or  disturb 
us  in  holy  duties.  And  let  us  often  lift  up  our  hearts  to  God, 
by  spiritual,  short  ejaculatory  prayers,  for  help  from  him,  to 
enable  us  to  improve  the  word,  and,  at  the  same  time,  endea- 
vour to  our  utmost,  to  affect  our  hearts  with  a  sense  of  the 
great  worth  of  gospel-opportunities.  Let  us  also  cherish,  im- 
prove, and  bless  God  for  all  the  influences  of  his  Holy  Spirit^ 
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which  he  is  pleased,  at  any  time,  to  grant  to  us ;  or  bewail  and 
lament  the  want  thereof,  when  they  are  withiicld. 

3.  In  the  intervals  between  our  attendance  on  the  ordinances 
of  God's  public  v/orship,  we  are  to  engage  in  private  duties, 
and  worship  God  in,  and  with  our  families;  anil  in  order 
hereunto,  call  to  mind  what  we  have  heard,  impress  it  o^  our 
own  souls,  recommend  it  to  those  whom  we  converse  with, 
and  are  concerned  for;  and  take  heed  that  we  do  nothing,  be- 
tween one  public  ordinance  and  another,  which  may  unfit  us 
for  the  remaining  duties  of  the  day;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
strive  against,  and  give  a  check  to  the  least  motions  thereof  in 
our  own  souls- 

4.  The  Sabbath  is  to  be  sanctified  in  the  evening  thereof, 
when  the  public  ordinances  are  over;  at  which  time  we  are  to 
eiill  to  mind  what  we  have  received  from  God,  with  thankful- 
ness, and  how  we  have  behaved  ourselves  in  all  the  parts  of 
divine  worship,  in  which  we  have  been  engaged.  Let  us  en- 
quire, whether  the  Sabbath  was  welcome  to  us,  and  we  re- 
joiced in  it  as  a  blesrjing,  as  well  as  set  about  the  observing  of 
it  as  a  duty  ?  as  the  Psalmist  says,  '  I  was  glad  when  they  said 
*  iinto  me,  Let  us  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord,'  Psal.  cxxii. 
1.  Moreover,  let  us  enquire,  whether  our  ends  were  right  in 
all  the  duties  we  performed?  whether  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  our  own  souls,  has  been  our  great  concern?  Or, 
whether  we  have  been  onl)^  influenced  by  custom,  and  rested 
in  a  form  of  godliness,  without  regarding  the  power  thereof, 
^iid  loved  the  opinion  and  pi-aise  of  men  more  than  of  God  ? 
Let  us  enquire,  whether  our  minds,  our  affections  and  outward 
gestures  have  been  grave,  sedate,  and  composed,  and  we  ready 
to  receive  whatever  God  has  been  pleased  to  impart  in  his 
word  ?  and  whether  we  have  had  a  due  sense  of  the  divine  per- 
fections impressed  on  our  spirits,  and  of  the  infinite  distance 
there  is  between  the  great  God  and  us  ?  whether  we  have  seen 
our  need  of  the  word,  as  Job  says,  that  he  esteemed  the  words 
of  God^s  mouth  7nore  than  his  necessary  food^  Job  xxiii.  12. 
and,  whether  we  have  not  only  attended  to,  but  applied  every 
truth  to  our  own  soiils,  as  desiring  to  retain,  improve,  and 
make  it  the  rule  of  our  conversation  ? 

We  are  also  to  consider,  what  we  have  received  from  God 
under  his  ordinances;  whether  we  have  had  any  sensible  com- 
inunion  with  him,  any  experiences  of  his  love,  or  impressions 
of  his  power  on  our  hearts?  whether  we  have  had  fellowship 
with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  ?  whether,  as 
we  have  gone  from  one  ordinance  to  another,  we  have  gone 
from  sti'^ingth  to  strength,  our  faith  being  more  lively,  our  love 
ro  God  increased,  and  our  .spiritual  joy  enlarged  by  every  duty  ? 
Let  us  enquire,  whether  we  have  learned  some  doctrine  from 


or  SANCTIFYING  THE  SAgBATlT.  SO? 

the  woi'-d,  which  we  understood  not,  or,  nt  least,  have  been 
more  conlirmcd  therein,  after  some  degree  ot  wavering,  or 
have  been  affected  with  some  truth  which  we  never  saw  such 
a  beauty  and  glory  in  be  lore  r  whether  we  have  been  melted  un- 
der the  word;  if  it  has  been,  as  the  prophet  speaks,  likejirci 
or,  as  the  hammer  that  breaketh  the  rock  ifi  pieces,  Jer.  xxiii. 
29.  or,  as  the  disciples  say  one  to  another,  Did  not  our  heart 
bxini  xvithin  us  while  he  talked  ivith  us  hij  the  xvarj,  and  xvhile 
he  opened  to  us  the  scriptures  ?  Luke  xxiv.  32. 

And  we  may  comfortably  conclude,  that  we  have  received 
good  under  the  ordinances,  if  we  have  been  brought  into  an 
holy  and  lively  frame  of  spirit;  and  the  more  we  attend  to 
them,  the  more  our  hearts  are  drawn  forth  to  desire  and  de- 
light in  them ;  and  especially  when  public  duties  fit  us  for  pri- 
vate, and  from  the  advantage  that  we  receive  from  such  op- 
portunities, we  are  more  disposed  to  walk  with  God  in  all  the 
affairs  and  businesses  of  life,  so  that  our  whole  conversation 
in  this  world,  receives  a  tincture  from  the  benefit  which  we 
gain  by  that  communion  which  we  enjoy  with  God  in  his  or- 
dinances on  his  own  da}'. 

Thus  we  are  to  take  a  view  of  our  behaviour  when  engaged 
in  public  worship;  and  if  we  have  received  any  spiritual  ad- 
vantage, the  glory  thereof  is  to  be  given  to  God.  But  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  upon  a  strict  and  impartial  enquiry  into  the 
frame  of  our  spirits  under  the  ordinances,  we  have,  as  it  too 
often  happens,  reason  to  complain  of  our  deadness  and  stu- 
pidity under  them;  if  we  have  not  experienced  that  sensible 
communion  with  God,  which  we  have  at  other  times  enjoyed, 
or  have  reason  to  say,  that  we  wax  worse,  rather  then  better, 
under  them;  let  us  dread  the  consequence  hereof,  lest  this 
should  issue  in  a  judicial  hardness  of  heart,  and  habitual  unpro- 
fitableness, under  the  means  of  grace.  We  ought,  in  this  case, 
to  search  out,  and  be  humbled  before  God,  for  that  secret  sin, 
which  is  as  a  root  of  bitterness  which  springs  up  within  us, 
and  troubles  us;  and  be  still  pressing  after  that  special  pre- 
sence of  God  ill  his  ordinances,  that  will  have  a  tendency  to 
promote  the  life  and  power  of  religion  in  our  soiils. 

And  to  this  we  may  add ;  that  besides  our  dealing  thus  with 
ourselves  in  our  private  retirements,  after  having  attended  ou 
public  worship,  we  are  to  endeavour  to  sanctify  the  Sabbath  in 
our  families,  in  the  evening  thereof.  Family-wcn-ship  is  to  be 
neglected  no  day ;  but  on  the  Sabbath,  it  is  to  be  engaged  in 
vvdth  a  particular  relation  to  the  duties  which  we  have  been 
performing  in  public ;  accordingly  it  is  mentioned  in  one  of 
the  answers  we  are  explaining,  that  the  charge  of  keeping  the 
Sabbath  is  directed  to  the  governors  of  families,  and  other 
superiors;  inasmuch  as  they  are  bounf?,  not  ojjly  to  keep  it 
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themselves,  bat  to  see  that  it  be  observed  by  all  those  who  are 
under  their  charge,  and  not  to  hinder  them,  as  many  are  prone 
to  do,  by  employing  them  in  those  works  which  are  foreign  to 
the  duties  of  the  day.  Masters  of  families  are  not  only  to 
restrain  immoraUties  in  those  who  are  under  their  care,  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  but  to  lay  their  commands  on  them,  to  engage 
with  them  in  the  worship  of  God  therein,  as  they  expect  a 
blessing  from  him  on  their  undertakings.  Thus  Joshua  re- 
solves, that  he  and  his  house  would  serve  the  Lord^  Josh.  xxiv. 
15,  and  God  speaks  to  the  honour  of  Abraham,  when  he  says, 
I  knoxv  him  that  he  will  command  his  children  and  his  household 
after  him;  and  theij  shall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord^  Gen.  xviii. 
19.  Superiors  have  no  power  to  dispense  with  any  of  God's 
commandments,  to  disengage  those  who  are  under  them,  from 
yielding  obedience  thereunto.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
are  obliged  to  see  that  all,  under  their  care,  perform  their  duty 
to  God,  as  well  as  to  them,  and,  particularly,  that  of  sanctify- 
ing the  Sabbath.  Therefore  they  are  to  restrain  them  from 
taking  their  own  diversions,  or  finding  their  own  pleasure  in 
sinful  recreations  on  the  Lord's  day;  and  impress  on  them 
those  suitable  exhortations,  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  pro- 
mote religion  in  their  families;  by  which  means  they  may 
hope  for  a  peculiar  blessing  from  God,  in  every  relation  and 
condition  of  life. 


Quest.  CXIX.  What  are  the  sins  forbidden  in  the  fourth  Com- 
mandment V 

Answ.  The  sins  forbidden  in  the  fourth  Commandment,  are, 
all  omissions  of  the  duties  required,  all  careless,  negligent, 
and  unprofitable  performing  of  them,  and  being  weary  of 
them,  all  profaning  the  day  by  idleness,  and  doing  that 
which  is  in  itself  sinful,  and  by  all  needless  works,  words, 
and  thoughts  about  worldly  employments  and  recreations. 

Quest.  CXX.  What  are  the  reasons  annexed  to  the  fourth 
Commandment  the  more  to  enforce  it  P 

Answ.  The  reasons  annexed  to  the  fourth  Commandment,  tht 
more  to  enforce  it,  are  taken  from  the  equity  of  it,  God  al- 
lowing  us  six  days  of  seven  for  our  own  affairs,  and  reserv- 
ing but  one  for  himself,  in  these  words,  [Six  days  shalt  thou 
labour y  and  do  all  thy  zvork,']  from  God's  challenging  a  spe- 
cial propriety  in  that  day,  [The  seventh  day  is  the  Sabbath 
of  the  Lord  thy  God]  from  the  example  of  God,  who,  in  six 
days  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  sea^  a  7id  all  that  in  them  is 
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and  rested  the  seventh  day ;  and  from  that  blessing  which 
God  put  upon  that  day,  not  only  in  sanctifying  it  to  be  a 
day  tor  his  service,  but  in  ordaining  it  to  be  a  means  of 
blessing  to  us  in  our  sanctifying  it;  [wherefore  the  Lord 
blessed  the  Sabbath-day  and  hallowed  it.'] 

Quest.  CXXI.  Why  is  the  zuord  Remember  set  in  the  bcgiw^ 
ning  of  the  fourth  Commandfnent  P 

Answ.  The  word  Remember  is  set  in  the  beginning  of  the 
fourth  Commandment,  partly  because  of  the  great  benefit  of 
remembering  it;  we  being  thereby  helped,  in  our  prepara- 
tion, to  keep  it;  and  in  keeping  it  better,  to  keep  all  the  rest 
of  the  commandments,  and  to  continue  a  thankful  remem- 
brance of  the  two  great  benefits  of  creation,  and  redemption, 
which  contain  a  short  abridgment  of  religion;  and  partly 
because  we  are  very  ready  to  forget  it;  for  that  there  is  less 
light  of  nature  for  it,  and  yet  it  restraineth  our  natural  li- 
berty in  things  at  other  times  lawful;  that  it  cometh  but 
once  in  seven  days,  and  many  worldly  businesses  come  be- 
tween, and  too  often  take  off  our  minds  from  thinking  of  it, 
either  to  prepare  for  it,  or  to  sanctify  it;  and  that  Satan, 
with  his  instruments  much  labour  to  blot  out  the  glory,  and 
even  the  memory  of  it,  to  bring  in  all  irreligion  and  impiety. 

THE  method  in  which  we  shall  proceed,  in  speaking  to 
these  answers,  shall  be, 
I.  To  consider  the  sins  forbidden  in  this  Commandment; 
and  these  are, 

1.  The  omission  of  the  duties  required.  Sins  of  omission 
are  exceeding  prejudicial;  because,  though  they  have  a  ten- 
dency to  harden  the  heart,  and  stupify  the  conscience;  yet 
they  are,  of  all  others,  least  regarded.  As  for  the  omission 
of  holy  duties,  on  the  Sabbath-day;  this  is  a  slighting  and 
casting  away  a  great  prize,  put  into  our  hands ;  and  therefore, 
in  such  a  case,  it  will  be  said.  Wherefore  is  there  a  price  put 
into  the  hands  of  a  fool  to  get  wisdom^  seeing  he  hath  no  heart 
to  it,  Prov.  xvi.  16.  It  may  be  also  observed,  that  this  is  ge- 
nerally attended  with  the  neglect  of  secret  duties,  and  is  an 
in-let  to  all  manner  of  sins,  and  to  a  total  apostasy  from  God. 

2.  The  next  thing  forbidden  in  this  Commandment  is,  the 
careless  performance  of  holy  duties ;  that  is,  when  our  hearts 
are  not  engaged  in  them,  or  we  content  ourselves  with  a  form 
of  godliness,  denying  the  power  thereof,  have  no  sense  of 
God's  all-seeing  eye,  or  dread  of  spiritual  judgments,  or  being 
given  up  to  barrenness  and  unprofitableness,  under  the  means  of 
grace.     Such  a  frame  of  spirit  as  this,  is  always  attended  with 
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a  declining  state  of  religion;  especially  if  we  do  not  lament 
and  strive  against  it. 

And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  we  greatly  sin,  when  \Ve  pro- 
fane the  day  by  idleness;  and  that  either  by  sleeping  away  a 
great  part  of  the  morning  of  the  day,  as  though  it  were  a  day 
of  sloth,  and  not  of  spiritual  rest,  designed  lor  religious  exer- 
cises; or  drowsiness  under  the  ordinances,  as  though  we  had  no 
concern  in  them ;  whereby  we  give  all  about  us  to,  understand, 
that  we  do,  as  it  were,  withdraw  our  thoughts  from  the  work, 
which  we  pretend  to  be  engaged  in.  In  some,  indeed,  this 
proceeds  very  much  from  the  weakness  of  their  natural  con- 
stitution. Such  may  be  heavy  and  weary  in  duty,  though  they 
are  not  weary  of  it ;  and  this  is  what  they  lament,  and  are  far 
from  giving  way  to ;  though  they  ai-e,  sometimes,  unavoidably 
overtaken  with  it.  In  this  case,  though  it  cannot  be  excused 
from  being  a  sin;  yet  it  is  such,  as,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  our  Sa- 
viour will  cover,  with  the  mantle  of  his  love,  or,  at  least,  not 
charge  upon  them  for  their  condemnation ;  though  he  may  re- 
prove them  for  it,  to  bring  them  under  conviction.  Thus  he 
dealt  with  his  disciples,  when  he  came  to  them^  and  found  them 
asleepy  Matt.  xxvi.  40,41.  and  though  he  tacitly  reproves  them, 
yet  he  does  not  infer  from  hence,  that  they  were  wholly  des- 
titute of  faith ;  but  charges  their  unbecoming  carriage  therein, 
on  the  weakness  of  faith,  being  impowered  by  the  infirmities 
of  nature,  when  he  says,  The  spirit  iiideed  is  willing ^  but  the 
flesh  is  weak. 

There  are  other  sins  forbidden  in  the  fourth  Commandment, 
that  are  particularly  mentioned  in  this  answer,  which  have  been 
occasionally  insisted  on,  in  considering  how  the  Sabbath  is  to 
be  sanctified;  in  which  we  have  shewn,  that,  as  we  are  not  to 
do  that  which  is  in  itself  sinful,  so  we  are  to  abstain  from  our 
worldly  employments  and  recreations,  and  endeavour  to  fence 
against  that  vanity  of  thoughts,  which  will  have  a  tendency  to 
alienate  our  affections  from  God,  or  hinder  the  success  of  or- 
dinances; and  therefore  we  pass  them  over  at  present,  and 
proceed  to  consider, 

II.  The  reasons  annexed  to  this  Commandment.    And, 

1.  It  is  highly  reasonable  that  we  should  sanctify  the  Lord's 
day,  since  he  is  pleased  to  allow  us  six  days  out  of  seven,  for 
the  attending  to  our  worldly  affairs,  and  reserves  but  one  to 
himself.  This  supposes  that  we  are  allowed  to  engage  in  our 
secular  callings  on  other  days :  and  therefore,  though  it  be 
brought  in  occasionally,  in  this  commandment,  it  is  a  duty  be- 
longing to  the  second  table  rather  than  the  first;  particularly,  it 
seems  to  be  a  branch  of  the  eighth  Commandment ;  however, 
it  is  alleged  as  a  reason  of  our  observing  this  Commandment. 
It  is  a  very  large  allowance  that  God  has  made,  of  six  days 
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in  seven,  for  our  own  employments.  If,  on  the  othei  hancj, 
he  had  allowed  us  but  one  day  in  seven  for  them,  and  laid 
claim  to  six  days,  to  be  set  apart  for  religious  wor.ship,  none 
would  have  had  reason  to  complain,  since  he,  being  the  absor 
lute  Lord  of  our  time,  may  demand  what  propoi-tion  of  it  he 
pleases ;  and  they  who  are  truly  sensible  of  the  real  advantage 
that  there  is  in  the  attendance  on  ail  God's  holy  institutions, 
and  consider  the  Sabbath  as  a  privilege  and  blessing,  would 
not  only  think  it  reasonable,  but  a  great  instance  of  the  kind- 
ness of  God  to  man,  had  this  earth  so  much  resembled  heaven, 
that  there  should  be  a  perpetual  Sabbath  celebrated  here,  as 
there  is  there,  where  the  saints  count  it  their  happiness  to  be 
engaged  without  interruption,  in  the  immediate  service  of  God. 

Obj.  It  is  objected,  by  some,  that  they  cannot  spare  a  se- 
venth part  of  time  for  religious  duties,  out  of  their  worldly 
business;  and  that  it  is  very  hard  for  them  to  get  bread  for 
their  families,  by  all  their  diligence  and  industry.  Others  al- 
lege, that  the  Sabbath  is  their  market-dav,  wherein,  by  selling 
things,  they  get  more  than  they  do  on  other  days. 

Ansxv.  1.  As  to  the  former  part  of  the  objection,  taken  from 
the  difficulty  of  persons  subsisting  their  families,  it  may  be  re- 
plied ;  that  God  is  able  to  made  up  the  loss  of  the  seventh  part 
of  time,  so  that  their  not  working  therein,  shall  not  be  a  real 
detriment,  to  those  who  are  in  the  lowest  circumstances  in  the 
world,  God  has  ordered  it  so,  that  our  observing  his  holy  in- 
stituti(!)ns,  shall  not,  in  the  end,  prove  detrimental  to  us.  Thus 
when  Israel  was  commanded  to  rest,  and  not  to  cultivate  their 
land  for  an  whole  year  together,  every  seventh  yeai*,  provi- 
dence so  ordered  it,  that  they  were  not  sufferers  thereby,  inas- 
much as  the  j'ear  before  brought  forth  enough  for  three  years. 
Lev.  XXV.  20 — 22.  and  when  they  were  not  to  gather  manna 
on  the  seventh  day  of  the  week,  there  was  a  double  quantity 
rained  upon  them,  which  they  gathered  the  day  !)efore,  Exod. 
xvi.  22 — 24.  Therefore,  why  may  we  not  conclude,  that,  by 
(he  blessing  of  God,  what  is  lost  by  our  not  attending  to  our 
fsecular  callings  on  the  Lord's  day,  may  be  abundantly  made 
up,  by  his  blessing  succeeding  our  endeavours  on  other  days. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  objection,  in  which  it  is  pretended 
that  the  Lord's  day  is  their  market-day,  in  which  they  expect 
more  advantage  than  on  other  days;  it  may  be  replied,  that  if 
this  is  true,  it  arises  from  the  iniquity  of  the  times;  and  it 
should  be  a  caution  to  us,  not  to  encourage  those  who  expose 
their  wares  to  sale  on  the  Sabbath-day ;  since  if  there  were  no 
buyers,  there  v/ould  be  no  sellers ;  and  this  public  and  notori- 
ous sin  would  be  hereby  ])rcventcd.  We  have  a  noble  instance 
of  this  in  Nehemiah,  whose  wisdom,  zeal,  and  holy  resolution, 
put  an  effectual  stop  to  this  practice,  in  his  dealing  with  those 
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who  sold  Jish  on  the  Sabbath-day^  Neh.  xiii.  16, — 21.  First, 
he  shut  the  gates  of  the  city  against  them  ;  and  when  he  saw 
that  they  continued  without  the  walls,  hoping,  by  some  means 
or  other,  to  get  into  the  city,  or  to  entice  some  to  come  out  to 
buy  their  merchandize;  then  he  testijied  against  them,  and 
commanded  them  not  to  continue  without  the  walls,  and  by 
this  means,  gave  a  check  to  that  scandalous  practice.  More- 
over, this  gain  of  iniquity  is  not  to  be  pretended  as  a  just  ex- 
cuse for  the  breach  of  a  positive  commandment ;  since^  what 
is  gotten  in  a  way  of  presumptuous  rebellion  against  God,  it 
is  not  like  to  prosper,  v/hatever  pretence  of  poverty  may  be 
alleged,  to  give  countenance  thereunto. 

2.  Another  reason  annexed  to  enforce  our  observation  of  the 
Sabbath-day,  is  taken  from  God's  challenging  a  special  pro- 
priety in  it.  Thus  it  is  called  the  Sabbath  of  the  Lord  thy 
God ;  a  day  which  he  has  consecrated,  or  separated  to  him- 
self, and  so  lays  claim  to  it.  Therefore  it  is  no  less  than  sacri- 
lege, or  a  robbing  of  him,  to  employ  it  in  any  thing  but  what 
he  requires  to  be  done  therein. 

3.  God  sets  his  own  example  before  us  for  our  imitation 
therein.  Thus  it  is  said,  hi  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven 
and  earth,  and  rested  the  seventh  day,  and  hallowed  it.  It  is 
observed,  that  God  was  six  days  in  making  the  world;  where- 
as, had  he  pleased,  he  could  have  created  all  things  with  the 
same  beauty  and  perfection  in  which  they  are  at  present,  in  an 
instant ;  but  he  performed  this  work  by  degrees,  that  he  might 
teach  us,  that  whatever  our  hand  finds  to  do,  we  should  do  it 
in  the  proper  season  allotted  for  it;  and  as  he  ceased  from  his 
work  on  the  seventh  di\y,  he  requires  that  we  should  rest  from 
ours,  in  conformity  to  his  own  example. 

4.  The  last  reason  assigned  for  our  sanctifying  the  Sabbath, 
is  taking  from  God's  blessing  and  sanctifying  it,  or  setting  it 
apart  for  an  holy  use.  To  bless  a  day,  is  to  give  it  to  us  as  a 
particular  blessing  and  privilege.  Accordingly  we  ought  to 
reckon  the  Sabbath  as  a  great  instance  of  God's  care  and  com- 
passion to  men,  and  a  very  great  privilege,  which  ought  to  be 
highly  esteemed  by  them.  Again,  for  God  to  sanctify  a  day, 
is  to  set  it  apart  from  a  common,  to  an  holy  use ;  and  thus  w^e 
ought  to  reckon  the  Sabbath  as  a  day  signalized  above  all 
others,  with  the  character  of  God's  holy  day ;  and  as  such,  it 
is  to  be  employed  by  ns  in  holy  exercises,  answerable  to  the 
end  for  which  it  was  instituted. 

III.  It  is  observed  in  the  last  answer  we  are  explaining, 
that  the  word  Remernber  is  set  in  the  beginning  of  the  fourth 
Commandment;  from  whence  we  may  observe,  our  great 
proneness,  through  worldly  business,  and  Satan's  temptations, 
to  forget  the  Sabbath.     We  may  also  learn  from  hence,  tho 
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importance  of  our  observing  it;  without  which,  irreligion  and 
prolaiieness  would  never  universally  abound  in  the  world ; 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  in  our  observing  this  day  as  we  ought 
to  do,  we  may  hope  lor  grace  from  God,  whereby  we  may  be 
enabled  to  keep  his  oiher  commandments.  Again,  the  word 
Remember^  prefixed  to  this  Commandment,  not  only  imports 
that  we  are  to  call  to  mind,  that  this  particular  day  which  God 
iias  sanctified,  is  a  Sabbath,  or  to  know  wlu.t  day  it  is,  in  the 
order  of  the  days  of  the  week ;  but  we  ought  to  endeavour  to 
have  a  frame  of  spirit  becoming  the  holiness  of  the  day,  or,  to 
remember  it,  so  as  to  keep  it  holy.  It  is  cei'tain,  that  it  is  an 
hard  matter,  through  the  corruption  of  nature,  to  get  our 
liearts  disengaged  from  the  vain  amusements  and  entangle- 
ments of  this  present  world;  by  which  means  we  lose  the  ad- 
vantage that  would  redound  to  us,  by  our  conversing  with  God 
in  holy  duties.  Therefore  we  are  to  desire  of  him,  that  he 
would  impress  on  our  souls  a  sense  of  our  obligation  to  duty, 
and  of  the  advantage  whjhch  we  may  hope  to  gain  from  it. 
And  to  induce  us  hereunt|j,  let  it  be  considered, 

1.  That  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath  is  generallj'  the  first 
step  to  all  manner  of  wickedness,  and  a  making  great  advance", 
to  a  total  apostasy  from  God. 

2.  The  observing  of  it  is  reckoned  as  a  sign  between  God 
and  his  people.  It  is,  with  respect  to  him,  a  sign  t)f  his  fa- 
vour ;  and  with  respect  to  man,  it  is  a  sign  of  their  subjection 
to  God,  as  their  King  and  Lawgiver,  in  all  his  holy  appoint- 
ments. 

3.  We  cannot  reasoijably  expect,  that  God  should  bless  us 
in  what  we  undertake,  on  other  days,  if  we  neglect  to  own  him, 
on  his  day,  or  to  devote  ourselves  to  him,  and  thereby  discover 
our  preferring  him,  and  the  affairs  of  his  woi-ship,  before  all 
things  in  the  world. 

From  what  has  been  said  in  explaining  this  Commandment, 
we  may  infer, 

(1.)  That,  this  may  serve  to  confute  those  who  think  that 
the  observation  of  days,  in  general,  or,  that  the  keeping  the 
]irst  day  of  the  week  as  a  Sabbath,  is  a  setting  up  the  ceremo- 
nial law,  without  distinguishing  a  right  between  a  ceremonial 
and  a  moral  precept.  For,  how  much  soever  the  observation 
of  the  seventh  day,  might  have  a  ceremonial  signification  an- 
nexed to  it,  as  it  was  given  to  Israel,  from  mount  Sinai,  it  is 
possible  for  the  typical  reference  thereof,  to  cease ;  and  yet 
the  moral  reason  of  the  Commandment  remain  in  force  to  us, 
as  it  is  a  day  appointed  by  God,  in  which  he  is  to  be  worship- 
ped, so  that  we  may  have  ground  to  expect  his  presence,  and 
blessing,  while  attending  on  him  in  his  holy  institutions. 

(2.)  Others  areito  blame,  v/ho  think  that  every  day  is  to  b^^ 
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kept  as  a  Sabbath,  pretending  that  this  is  most  agreeable  to  a 
fetate  of  perfection.  But  this  is  contrary  to  God's  allowing  us 
six  days  for  our  own  employment;  and,  indeed,  none,  who 
make  use  of  this  argument,  do,  in  reality,  keep  any  day  as  a 
Sabbath,  at  least,  in  such  a  way  as  they  ought. 

(3.)  Others  are  guilty  of  a  great  error,  who  think  that  the 
Sabbath  is,  Indeed,  to  be  observed;  but  there  is  no  need  of 
that  strictness  which  has  been  inculcated  ;  or,  that  it  should  be 
kept  holy,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  thereof.  Some  sup 
pose,  that  the  only  design  of  God  in  instituting  it  was,  that, 
public  worship  should  be  maintained  in  the  world;  and  there- 
fore, that  it  is  sufficient  if  they  attend  on  it,  without  endea- 
vouring to  converse  with  him  in  secret. 

(4.)  What  has  been  said,  is  directly  contrary  to  their  opi- 
nion, who  think  that  the  Lord's  day  was  a  mere  human  insti- 
tution ;  without  considering,  as  has  been  hinted,  that  what  the 
apostles  prescribed,  relating  thereunto,  was  by  divine  direction; 
which  opinion,  if  it  should  prevail, would  open  a  door  to  great 
carelessness  and  formality  in  holy  duties,  and  would  be  an  in- 
ducement to  us  to  profane  the  day  in  various  instances. 


Quest.  CXXII.  JF/iat  is  the  sum  of  the  six  CoynmandmentSj 
which  contain  our  duly  to  ?7ia?i  ? 

Answ.  The  sum  of  the  six  Commandments,  which  contain  our 
duty  to  man,  is  to  love  our  neighbour  as  ourselves,  and  to 
do  to  others  Avhat  v/e  would  have  tHem  do  to  us. 

^  S  the  first  table  of  the  ten  Commandments  respects  oui 
./ jL  duty  to  God,  the  other  contains  our  duty  to  our  neigh- 
bour; which  is  cotnprized  in  the  general  idea  of  love.  This 
is  therefore  styled  the  sum  of  the  following  six  Command- 
ments; and  it  is  included  in  our  Saviour's  words;  Thou  shall 
love  thy  jieighbour  as  thyself^  Matt.  xxii.  39.  and  elsev/here, 
kVhatsoevcr  ye  woidd  that  men  should  do  to  you^  do  ye  even  so 
to  them^  chap.  vii.  12.     Here  it  may  be  observed, 

I.  That  we  are  commanded  to  love  our  neighbour  as  our- 
selves.     This  implies  in  it, 

1 .  A  caution  against  a  selfish  temper ;  as  though  we  were 
born  only  for,  or  were  obliged  to  do  good  to  none  but  our- 
selves. This  is  what  the  apostle  reproves,  when  he  says,  Men 
shall  be  lovers  of  their  oxvnselves^  2  Tim.  iii.  2.  that  is,  they 
shall  study  and  consult  the  happiness,  ease,  and  comfort  of 
iioue  but  themselves. 

2.  It  farther  implies  in  it,  our  using  endeavours  to  promote 
t]ie  good  of  al]..  v/hom  \vc  converse  v/ith;  and  thereby  render- 
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ing  ourselves  a  blessing  to  mankind.  It  does  not,  indeed, 
exclude  sell-love,  which  it  supposes  to  be  a  duty;  but  obliges 
U3  to  love  others  as  well  as  ourselves,  in  things  that  relate  to 
their  spiritual  and  temporal  good.     This  leads  us  to  enquire, 

(1.)  Whether  we  ought  to  love  others  belter  than  ourselves; 
or  what  the  apostle  intends,  when  he  says.  Let  each  esteem 
other  better  than  themselves  ?  Phil.  ii.  3. 

Anszv.  [l.]  It  cannot  be  hereby  intended,  that  they,  who 
have  attained  a  great  measure  of  the  knowledge  of  the  truths 
of  God,  should  reckon  themselves  as  ignorant  of,  or  unstable 
in,  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  as  those  who  never  made  them 
the  subject  of  their  study  and  enquiry;  nor,  that  they,  who 
have  had  large  experience  of  the  grace  of  God,  should  con- 
clude that  they  have  no  more  experience  thereof  than  those 
who  are  unregenerate,  and  have  not  taken  one  step  heaven- 
ward.    But, 

[2.]  The  meaning  is,  that  the  greatest  saint  should  not  think 
himself  better  than  the  least,  any  otherwise  than  as  he  has  re- 
ceived more  from  the  discriminating  grace  of  God;  as  the 
apostle  says,  JVho  ynaketh  thee  to  differ  from  another  ;  and  what 
hast  thou^  that  thou  didst  not  receive  P  1  Cor.  iv.  7.  And, 
indeed,  such  an  one  may  see  more  sin  in  himself  than  he  can 
see  in  any  other;  and  therefore,  mav  have  reason  to  reckon 
himself,  as  the  apostle  speaks,  the  chief  of  sinners^  1  Tim.  i.  15. 

[o.]  The  best  saints  would  have  been  as  bad  as  the  vilest  of 
men,  had  they  been  left  to  themselves;  and  it  may  be,  some 
of  them  who  have  had  less  grace,  have  had  fewer  talents,  and 
opportunities  of  grace,  than  they  have  had;  which  they  have 
improved  better,  in  proportion  to  what  they  have  received, 
than  they  have,  the  many  advantages  which  God  has  been 
pleased  to  bestow  on  them. 

(1.)  Our  next  enquiry  may  be,  v/hether  our  love  to  our 
neighbour  should  extend  so  far,  as  that  we  should  be  willing, 
were  it  needful,  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  them ;  as  it  is  said, 
in  1  John  iii.  16.  IVe  oug-/it  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  bre- 
thren; and  in  Rom.  v.  7.  Peradventure^  for  a  good  man  some 
would  even  dare  to  die. 

Ansxv.  [1.]  By  laijing  down  our  lives  in  these  scriptures,  \f^ 
principally  intended  hazarding  our  lives,  or  exposing  ourselve?? 
to  the  utmost  danger,  even  of  death  itself,  for  others.     But, 

[2.]  We  are  not  to  do  this  rashly,  and  at  all  times;  but  when 
God,  who  is  the  sovereign  Lord  of  our  lives,  calls  us  to  it- 
And, 

[3.]  This  ought  not  to  be  for  every  one,  but  for  the  brethren; 
especially  for  those  who  are  more  eminently  useful  in  the 
church  of  God  than  ourselves,  or  others,     Accordingly  the 
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apostle  s'dys^  for  a  good  man;  that  is,  one  who  is  a  common 
good,  or  a  blessing  to  many  others,  c)2e  xvou/d  even  dare  to  die, 

[4.]  This  must  be,  at  such  times,  when  in  exposing  ourselves 
for  the  sake  of  others,  we  give  our  testimony  to  the  gospel ; 
and,  in  defending  them,  plead  the  injured  ciiuse  of  Christ  and 
religion. 

II.  This  loving  our  neighbour  as  ourselves  is  farther  illus- 
trated in  this  answer,  by  doing  to  others  what  we  would  have 
them  to  do  us.  This  is  one  of  the  most  undeniable,  and  self- 
;;vident  truths  contained  in  the  law  of  nature^  So  that  what- 
ever disputable  matters  there  may  be,  as  to  what  respects  other 
duties,  this  is  allowed  ol  by  all  mankind.  Many,  indeed,  do 
not  conform  their  practice  to  this  rule ;  which  gives  occasion 
to  the  injuries  done  between  man  and  man.  However  the 
vilest  of  men,  when  they  deliberate  on  their  own  actions,  can- 
not but  blame  themselves  for  acting  contrary  thereunto.  Thus 
Saul  did,  when  he  said  unto  David,  Thou  art  7nore  rtghtcoics; 
than  I ;  for  thou  hast  rexvarded  me  good;  xvhereas  I  have  re- 
warded thee  evil,  1  Sam.  xxiv.  1 7.  Therefore  we  conclude, 
that  it  is  one  of  the  first  principles  of  the  law  of  nature;  and 
may  well  be  called,  as  it  is  in  this  answer,  the  sum  of  the  Com- 
mandments of  the  second  table,  or  that,  to  which  they  are  all 
reduced.  There  are  two  things,  which  we  shall  lay  down, 
relating  to  this  golden  rule,  of  doing  to  others  as  we  would 
that  they  should  do  to  us. 

1.  It  is  miserably  neglected  by  a  great  part  of  the  world;  as, 
(1.)  By  them  who  turn  away  their  hearts  from  the  afflicted  ; 

so  as  not  to  pity,  help,  or  endeavour  to  comfort  them  in  their 
distress.  The  Psalmist  was  of  another  mind,  when  he  say?, 
As  for  we,  7vhen  they  loere  sick,  mij  clothing  was  sackcloth.  I 
humbled  my  soul  xvith  fasting,  and  my  prayer  returned  into 
mine  own  bosom.  I  behaved  myself  as  though  he  had  been  vuf 
friend  or  brother.  I  boxved  doxvn  heavily,  as  one  that  mourneth 
for  his  mother,  Psal.  xxxv.  13, — 15. 

(2.)  They  who  deny  to  others  those  natural,  civil,  or  reli- 
gious liberties,  which,  by  God's  appointment,  they  have  a 
right  to,  or  envy  them  the  possession  thereof,  may  be  said  to 
neglect  this  golden  rule. 

2.  We  are  farther  to  enquire,  how  this  rule,  of  doing  to 
others  what  we  would  have  them  do  to  us,  may  be  of  use,  in 
order  to  our  right  observing  the  Commandments  of  the  second 
table  ? 

Ansxv.  The  fifth  Commandment,  which  requires  the  perform- 
ance of  all  relative  duties,  would  be  better  observed,  did  supe- 
riors put  themselves  in  the  place  of  inferiors,  and  consider 
%vhat  they  would  then  expect  from  them ;  and  the  same  they 
ought  to  do  to  them.     Again,  the  sixth,  seventh,  and  eight 
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Commandments,  that  respect  ilie  life,  honour,  or  wealth  of 
others ;  if  these  are  dear  to  us,  ought  we  not  to  consider,  that 
they  are  so  to  others ;  and  if  we  would  not  be  deprived  of 
them  ourselves,  how  unreasonable  is  it  for  us  to  do  any  thing 
that  may  tend  to  deprive  others  of  them  ?  Again,  if,  accord- 
ing to  the  ninth  Commandment,  our  good  name  be  so  valuable, 
that  we  ought  to  maintain  it,  should  not  this  rule  be  observed 
by  defamers,  slanderers,  and  backbiters,  who  do  that  to  others 
which  they  would  not  have  done  to  themselves  ?  And  the 
tenth  Commandment,  which  forbids  our  uneasiness  at,  or  be- 
ing discontented  with,  the  good  of  others,  or  endeavouring  to 
supplant,  or  divest  them  of  the  possession  of  what  God  has 
given  them  in  this  world.  This  cannot  be  done  by  any  one 
who  duly  considers,  how  unwilling  they  would  be  to  have 
what  they  possess  taken  away,  to  satisfy  the  covetousness,  or 
lust,  of  others,  tip 


Quest.  CXXIIL  Which  is  the jifth  Commandment? 

Ansv/.  The  fifth  Commandment  is,  Honour  thy  father  and  thy 
mother^  that  thy  daijs  may  he  long  upon  the  }and^  xvhich  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 

Quest.  CXXIV.  Who  are  meant  by  father^  and  mother^  in  the 
Jifth  Commandment  P 

Axsw.  By  father  and  mother,  in  the  fifth  Commandment,  are 
meant  not  only  natural  parents ;  but  all  the  superiors  in  age, 
and  gifts,  and  especially  such  as  by  GOD's  ordinance,  are 
over  us  in  place  of  authority,  whether  in  family,  church,  or 
common- wealth. 

Quest.  CXXV.  Why  are  superiors  styled,  father  and  mother? 

Answ.  Superiors  are  styled  father  and  mother,  both  to  teach, 
them  in  all  duties  towards  their  inferiors,  like  natural  pa- 
tents, to  express  love  and  tenderness  to  them,  according  to 
their  several  relations,  and  to  work  inferiors  to  a  greater 
willingness  and  cheerfulness  in  performing  their  duties  to 
their  superiors,  as  to  their  parents. 

Quest.  CXXVI.  What  is  the  general  scope  of  the  fifth  Com- 
mandment  ? 

Answ.  The  general  scope  of  the  fifth  Commandment,  is,  the 
performance  of  those  duties  which  we  mutually  owe  in  our 
several  relations,  as  inferiors,  superiors,  or  equnl'^. 
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Quest.  CXXVII.  JFhat  is  the  honour  that  inferiors  owe  to 
their  superiors  ? 

An'SW.  The  honour  which  inferiors  owe  to  their  superiors,  is, 
all  clue  reverence,  in  heart,  word,  and  behaviour;  prayer, 
and  thanksgiving  lor  them,  imitation  of  their  virtues  and 
graces;  willing  obedience  to  their  lawful  commands,  and 
counsels,  due  submission  to  their  corrections,  fidelity  to,  de- 
fence, and  maintenance  of  their  persons  and  authority,  ac- 
cording to  their  several  ranks,  and  the  nature  of  their  places ; 
bearing  with  their  infirmities,  and  covering  them  in  love, 
that  so  they  may  be  an  honour  to  them  and  their  govern- 
ment. 

Quest.  CXXVIII.  What  are  the  sins  of  inferiors  against  their 
superiors  .^ 

Answ.  The  sins  of  inferiors  against  their  superiors,  are,  all 
neglect  of  the  duties  required  towards  them,  envying  at, 
contempt  of,  and  rebellion  against  their  persons,  and  places, 
in  their  lawful  counsels,  commands,  and  corrections,  curs- 
ing, mocking,  and  all  such  refractory  and  scandalous  car- 
riage, as  proves  a  shame  and  dishonour  to  them  and  their 
government. 

IN  the  fifth  Commandment,  no  other  relations  are  mention- 
ed, but  father  and  mother ;  yet  it  may  be  observed, 
I,  That,  hereby,  all  superiors  in  general  are  intended ;  as 
many  others  are  called  fathers  in  scripture,  besides  our  natu- 
ral parents,  viz. 

1.  Superiors  in  age.  Thus  it  is  said,  Rebuke  not  an  elder ^ 
but  hitreat  him  as  a  father^  and  the  younger  men  as  brethren; 
the  elder  rvomen  as  mothers^  the  younger  as  sisters^  with  all 
purity^  1  Tim.  v.  1,  2. 

2.  They,  are  also  called  fathers,  who  are  superior  In  gifts ; 
and  accordingly  have  been  the  first  inventors  of  arts,  which 
have  been  useful  to  the  world.  Thus  Jabal  is  said  to  be  the 
father  of  such  as  dwell  in  tents,  and  have  cattle,  Gen.  iv.  20. 
that  is,  the  first  that  made  considerable  improvements  in  the 
art  of  husbandry ;  and  j  ubai  is  said  to  be  the  father,  that  is, 
the  instructor  of  ell  such  as  handle  the  harp  and  organ,  ver. 
21.  or  the  first  that  made  improvements  in  the  art  of  music. 

3.  Persons  to  whom  we  owe,  under  God,  our  outward  prosr 
pcrity  and  happiness.  In  this  sense  Joseph,  though  a  subject, 
a  young  man,  and  a  little  before,  a  prisoner,  is  called  a  father 
to  Pharaoh,  chap.  xlv.  8.  as  lie  was  an  instrument  to  support 
his  greatness,  and  preserve  him  from  the  inconveniences  of  a 
?pvpn  ve?.r?  faminp. 
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4.  Princes,  great  men,  and  heads  of  families,  arc  called 
fathers.     Thus  Naamau  was  by  his  servants,  2  Kings  v.  13, 

5.  Men  of  honour  and  usefulness  in  the  church  are  so  called. 
T'hus  when  Elisha  saw  Elijah  ascend  into  heaven,  he  cries 
out.  Ml/ father^  7iuj  fattier^  the  chariot  of  hrael^  and  the  horse- 
men thereof  chap.  ii.  12.  And  Joash,the  king  of  Israel,  used 
the  same  expression  to  Elisha,  ivhen  falltJi  sick,  c\\^\^,  xiii.  14. 
And  this  is  implied  in  the  apostle's  styling  those  whom  he  had 
been  of  use  to,  for  their  conviction,  and  enlightening  in  the 
doctrines  of  the  gospel,  My  little  children,  Gal.  iv.  19. 

6.  Good  kings  and  governors  are  c^Wcd  fathers.  Thus  it  i^ 
''^aid,  Kings  shall  be  thy  nursing-  fathers,  and  qiiee^is  thy  7iurs~ 
ing-  mothers^  Isa.  xlix.  23. 

II.  We  have  an  account,  in  one  of  the  answers  we  are  ex- 
plaining, of  the  reason  why  superiors  are  styled  father  and 
mother ;  namely,  to  denote,  that  they  should  behave  towards 
their  inferiors,  with  that  love  and  tenderness,  as  though  they 
were  natural  parents.  Authority  is  not  only  consistent  here- 
with, but  it  ought  to  be  exercised,  by  superiors  towards  infe- 
riors,  in  such  a  way.  Thus  Job,  when  in  his  prosperity,  war, 
as  it  were,  a  common  farther  to  all  that  were  under  him;  ac- 
cordingly he  says,  /  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  the 
fatherless,  and  him  that  had  none  to  help  him.  Job  xxix.  12. 
upon  which  occasion  he  says,  /  xvas  a  father  to  the  poor,  ver. 
16.  And  ministers,  who,  in  some  respects,  are  superior  in 
office  to  others;  when  their  reproofs  are  mixed  with  tenderness 
and  compassion  towards  the  souls  of  men  under  their  care,  arc 
compared  to  the  nurse  that  cherished  her  children;  as  being 
affectionately  desirous,  and  -willing  to  impart  to  them,  not  thr 
gospel  of  God  only,  but  also  their  oruti  souls,  as  being  dear  to 
them,  1  Thess.  ii.  7,  8. 

III.  We  have,  another  of  the  answers  under  our  considera- 
tion, an  account  of  the  general  scope  of  the  fifth  Command- 
ment; and,  as  it  requires  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  every 
one  in  their  several  relations ;  these  are  considered  either  as 
superiors,  inferiors,  or  equals.  There  are  several  sorts  of  re- 
lations wherein  persons  are  styled  superior  or  inferior  to  on-.: 
another. 

1.  Such  as  are  founded  in  nature;  as  that  of  parents  and 
children. 

2.  There  are  such  relations  as  are  political,  designed  foj 
the  good  of  mankind,  living  together  as  members  of  the  same 
common-wealth,  in  which  every  one  has  a  right  to  his  civil 
liberties,  which  are  to  be  enjoyed  by  one,  and  defended  bv 
the  other;  of  this  sort  is  the  relation  of  magistrates  and  sub- 
jects. 

3.  There  is  a  relation  founded  in  mutual  compact  and  'A^va  ■ 
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fnent,  respecting  things  to  be  done,  on  the  one  side,  and  gta- 
tifications  to  be  allowed,  on  the  other;  oi  this  kind  is  the  rcla 
tion  between  muster  and  servant.  The  only  difficulty  that 
arises  from  the  account  we  have  of  the  obligation  of  persons 
to  give  honour  to  others,  respects  superiors  honouring  infe- 
riors.    For  the  understanding  of  which,  let  it  be  considered, 

(1.)  That  su))eriors  are  not  obliged  to  shew  the  same  marks 
of  honour  to  their  inferiors,  as  inferiors  are  bound,  by  the 
laws  of  God  and  nature,  to  express  to  them.     Nevertheless, 

(2.)  There  is  a  duty  which  the  greatest  owe  to  the  least ; 
and  there  is  also  a  degree  of  honour,  which  the  lowest  of  men, 
as  reasonable  creatures,  or  Christians,  have  put  upon  them  by- 
God  ;  and  this  is  to  be  regarded  by  thoise  who  are,  as  to  their 
condition  in  the  world,  superior  to  them. 

(3.)  The  meanest  and  lowest  part  of  mankind,  are,  in  many 
respects,  necessaiy  and  useful  to  those  who  are  much  their 
superiors;  and  are  to  be  regarded  by  them  in  proportion 
thereto.  And  the  performing  the  duties  which  such  owe  to 
them,  is  called  an  honouring  ihem. 

IV.  We  have,  in  another  of  the  answers  we  are  explaining, 
an  account  of  the  honour  which  inferiors  owe  to  their  superi- 
ors. Here  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  premise  some  things 
concerning  the  measure  of  submission  and  obedience  which 
inieriors  owe  to  superiors,  of  what  kind  soever  the  relation  be. 

1.  When  the  authority  God  has  invested  superiors  with,  is 
abused,  and  the  highest  end  of  all  sort  of  government,  to  wit, 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  mankind,  can  never  be  at- 
tained, nor  is,  indeed,  designed;  or  when  the  commands  of 
superiors  contradict  the  commands  of  God,  we  are  to  obey 
him  rather  than  men.  Acts  iv.  19. 

2.  If  we  cannot  obey  the  coinmands  of  superiors,  as  being 
unjust,  we  must  pray  that  God  would  interpose,  direct,  and 
over-rule  their  authority,  that  it  may  not  be  abused  by  them ; 
or  become  a  snare,  or  an  occasion  of  sin,  to  us. 

3.  Though  we  cannot  yield  obedience  to  them,  in  those 
things  that  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God,  this  does  not  dis- 
charge us  from  our  obligation  to  obey  their  commands,  in  other 
things,  agreeable  thereunto ;  since  we  are  not  to  suppose  that 
the  abuse  of  their  authority  in  some  instances,  divests  them  of 
it  in  all  respects. 

V.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  consider  the  duties  which  in- 
feriors owe  to  their  superiors.     And, 

1.  That  of  children  to  parents.  This  is  founded  on  the  law 
of  nature,  as  under  God,  they  derive  their  being  from  them; 
and  they  are  obliged  thereunto,  from  a  sense  of  gratitude  for 
that  love,  tenderness,  and  compassion  which  they  have  shewn 
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to  thehi.  Therefore  the  apostle  says,  that  this  is  ri^ht,  Eph. 
vi.  1.  that  is,  equitable,  and  highly  reasonable;  and  elsewhere, 
that  it  is  xveli'plcasing  imto  the  Lord^  Col.  iii.  20.  This  duty 
includes  in  it  several  things. 

(1.)  They  are  sometimes  to  shew  the  regard  they  have  to 
them  by  outward  tokens  of  respect.  Thus  Solomon,  though 
his  character,  as  a  king,  rendered  him  superior  to  all  his  sub- 
jects; yet  he  expressed  a  great  deal  of  honour  by  outward 
gestures  to  his  mother ;  when  she  went  to  him  to  speak  in  the 
behalf  of  Adonijah :  it  is  said,  that  '  the  king  rose  up  to  meet 
'  her,  and  bowed  himself  unto  her,  and  sat  down  on  his  throne, 

*  and  caused  a  seat  to  be  set  for  the  kirig's  mother ;  and  shfc 

*  sat  on  his  right  hand,*  1  Kings  ii.  19. 

{2.)  They  ought  to  be  ready  to  do  theiti  any  acts  of  service, 
%vhich  are  not  unlawful  or  impossible,  when  commanded  by 
them.  Thus  Joseph  obeyed  Jacob,  when  he  sent  him  to  see 
where  his  brethren  were,  and  what  they  were  engaged  in. 
Gen.  xxxvii.  13.  and  David  obeyed  Jesse,  when  he  sent  him 
to  his  brethren  to  the  camp  of  Israel,  1  Sam.  xvii.  17,  20. 
This  service  is  required  more  especially  of  them,  while  they 
live  with  their  parents,  are  maintained  bv  them,  and  not,  by 
mutual  compact,  become  servants  to  others. 

(3.)  Another  duty  which  the/  ')we,  is,  patient  submission  to 
their  just  reproofs,  design  for  their  good.  Thus  the  apostle 
says,  ''  We  have  had  fathers  of  our  flesh,  which  corrected  tis ; 

*  and  we  gave  them  reverence,'  Heb.  xii.  9. 

(4.^  They  are  to  attend  to,  and  comply  v/ith,  their  whole- 
some advice  and  instruction.  Thus  it  is  said,  A  rvise  sen 
heareth  his  father'' s  instruction^  Prov.  xiii.  1.  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  is  branded  with  the  character  of  ?ifool  who  despiseth 
it^  chap.  XV.  5.  and  it  is  farther  added,  He  that  regardeth  re- 
proof  is  prudent. 

(5.)  Children  are  to  express  their  duty  to  their  parents,  by 
a  thankful  acknowledgment  of  past  favours ;  and  accordingly 
ought  to  relieve  them,  if  they  are  able,  when  their  indigent 
circumstances  call  for  it ;  and  endeavour  to  be  a  staff,  comfort, 
and  support  to  them,  in  their  old  age.  This  is  contained  in 
the  message  which  Joseph  sent  to  Jacob,  when  he  invited  him 
to  come  down  to  him  into  Egypt,  Gen.  xlv.  9, — 11.  So  when 
Ruth  bare  a  son  to  Boaz,  her  mother  Naomi's  companions 
blessed  her,  and  said.  He  shall  be  unto  thee  a  restorer  of  thxj 
life^  and  a  nourisher  of  thine  old  age^  Ruth  iv.  15. 

(6.)  Children  are  to  pay  deference  to,  and,  so  far  as  it  con- 
cerns  the  glory  of  God,  and  their  own  future  good,  be  advic- 
ed,  by  their  parents,  in  disposing  of  themselves  in  marriage,  or 
any  other  important  change  of  their  condition  and  circum- 
stances in  the  vi^orld.    Herein  they  acknowledge  their  authority 

Vol.  hi.  3  U 
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as  superior^,  and  the  care  and  concern  which  it  is  supposed 
they  naturally  have  for  their  welfare,  as  a  part  of  themselves. 
Moreover,  by  this  they  pay  a  deference  to  their  wisdom  and 
judgment,  as  being  superior  in  age,  and  probably,  in  wisdom, 
as  well  as  relation.  And  this  ought  to  be  done  out  of  a  sense  of 
gratitude  for  past  favours  received;  and  prudence  will,  for  the 
most  part,  dictate  as  much,  especially  when  they  depend  on 
them  for  present,  or  expect  future  advantages  from  them. 
This  is  also  an  expedient  to  maintain  love  and  peace  in  fami- 
lies, which  is  oftentimes  broken  by  the  contrary  practice.  And 
it  may  be  farther  recommended,  from  the  laudable  examples 
hereof  in  good  men ;  as  Isaac,  who  submitted  to  the  direction 
of  his  father  Abraham  herein;  and  Jacob,  Gen.  xxiv.  who  was 
determined  by  the  consent  of  Laban,  chap.  x,\ix.  Many  more 
instances  might  be  given  to  the  same  purpose.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  Esau's  contrary  practice  hereunto  is  recorded  in 
scripture,  as  a  vile  instance  of  disobedience;  which  was  a  grief 
of  viind  unto  Isaac  dnd  to  Rebekah^  chap.  xxvi.  Z5.  And  it 
was,  doubtless,  an  argument  that  he  had  no  regard  to  God  or 
religion. 

Nevertheless,  this  obligation  is  not  without  some  excep» 
tions ;  for, 

[l.]  We  do  not  speak  of  parents  that  are  so  far  deprived  of 
judgment,  that  they  are  not  fit  to  determine  this  matter;  nor, 

[2.]  Such  as  have  divested  themselves  of  the  natural  affec- 
tion of  parents,  and  entertaining  an  ungrounded  prejudice 
against  some  of  their  children,  are  endeavouring  to  expose 
them  to  ruin,  that  they  may  shew  more  kindness  to  others. 
These  forfeit  that  right,  which  is  otherwise  founded  in  na- 
ture. 

[3.]  If  parents,  by  refusing  to  comply  with  the  desire  of 
their  children,  plainly,  in  the  judgment  of  the  wisest  of  men, 
obstruct  their  happiness,  and  the  glory  of  God  herein.  Or,  if 
they  have  no  reason  for  their  not  complying,  or  the  reason 
given  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God,  or  the  common  sense  of 
all  impartial  judges;  especially  if  the  affair  took  its  first  rise 
from  them,  and  afterwards  they  changed  their  mind,  without 
sufficient  ground.  This,  without  doubt,  lessens,  or  it  may  be 
so  circumstanced,  that  it  wholly  takes  away  the  charge  of  sin 
in  the  child,  in  acting  contrary  to  the  will  of  his  parents,  and 
fastens  the  guilt  on  them. 

[4.]  The  case  is  vastly  different,  when  applied  to  children 
who  are  so  far  from  being  dependent  on  their  parents,  that 
they  depend  on  them.  Nevertheless,  in  this  case,  some  de- 
ference and  respect  ought  to  be  paid  to  them;  and  as  it  is  tht 
children's  duty,  it  may  be  their  interest  so  to  do ;  since  we 
can  hardly  suppose,  that  parents,  who  depend  on  their  children, 
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would  oppose  their  happiness,  in  an  affair  that  is  apparently 
contrary  to  their  own  interest,  if  they  did  not  think  that  they 
}iad  sufficient  reason  for  it;  which  ought  to  be  duly  weighed, 
that  it  may  be  known,  whether  their  advice  is  expedient  to  be 
complied  with,  or  no.  And  if  in  this,  or  any  other  instance, 
children  are  obliged  to  act  contrary  to  the  will  of  their  parents ; 
they  ought  to  satisfy  them,  that  it  is  not  out  of  contempt  to 
their  authority,  but  a  conscientious  regard  to  the  glory  of 
God;  and  that  it  is  conducive  to  their  happiness,  in  the  opi- 
nion of  the  wisest  and  best  of  men. 

2.  We  shall  now  consider  the  duty  of  servants  to  their  mas- 
ters. This  depends  upon,  and  is  limited  by  the  contract, 
which  first  brought  them  into  that  relation,  the  not  fulfilling 
■whereof,  renders  them  guilty  of  unfaithfulness.  And  it  is  no 
less  an  instance  of  immorality,  for  them  to  rob  them  of  that 
time,  which  they  have  engaged  to  serve,  than  it  is  to  take  away 
any  part  of  their  estate.     But  more  particularly, 

(l.)  Servants  ought  to  behave  themselves,  in  their  calling, 
with  industry,  being  as  much  concerned  for  their  masters  in- 
terest as  their  own.  Thus  Joseph,  though  a  foreigner,  and  one 
who  does  not  appear  to  have  expected  any  reward  for  his  ser- 
vice, but  a  maintenance,  served  Potiphar.  In  the  like  manner 
Jacob  served  Laban,  though  an  unjust,  severe  and  unrighteous 
master.  This  may  lead  us  to  enquire  concerning  the  duty  of 
servants,  when  their  masters  are  froward,  passionate,  and  un- 
reasonable in  their  demands,  which  renders  their  service  very 
irksome  and  unpleasant ;  but  let  it  be  considered  in  this  case, 

[l.]  That,  the  master's  passion,  which  is  his  sin,  ought  not 
to  draw  forth  the  corruption  of  his  servant;  for,  sin  indulged 
by  one,  is  no  excuse  for  its  being  committed  by  another. 
The  apostle  Peter  supposes  the  case  mider  our  present  consi- 
deration, and  gives  this  advice ;  Servants  be  subject  to  your 
masters  zuith  all  fear  ;  not  only  to  the  g9od  and  gentle^  hut  also 
to  the  frowardy  1  Pet.  ii.  18. 

[2.]  If  the  master's  demands  are  unreasonable,  the  servant 
must  know  the  extent  of  his  contract  and  obligation,  which  he 
must,  in  justice,  fulfil  as  unto  Christy  Eph.  vi.  5, — 8.  And, 
as  for  those  services  that  are  reckoned  unreasonable,  and  not 
agreeable  to  the  contract.  These,  if  demanded,  are  rather  to 
be  referred  to  the  determination  of  others,  since  persons  are 
apt  to  be  partial  in  judging  in  their  own  cause. 

There  seems,  indeed,  to  be  an  exception  to  this,  in  some  in- 
stances, which  we  find  in  scripture,  of  the  unlimited  obedi- 
ence of  servants  under  the  ceremonijd  law,  which  was  not 
founded  in,  nor  the  result  of  any  contract  between  their  mas- 
ters and  them;  accordingly  we  read,  that  persons  became 
servants, 
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Isty  Through  poverty;  by  reason  of  which,  they  sold  them' 
selves  tor  the  payment  of  debts.  In  this  case  there  was  a 
kind  of  contract,  indeed;  and  the  service  to  be  performed, 
ought,  (pursuant  to  the  law  of  God  and  nature,)  to  have  been 
agreeable  to,  and  adjusted  by  the  value  of  the  debt  contracted-. 

2d^  Prisoners  taken  in  war,  were  treated  as  servants,  and,, 
as  such,  sold  to  others.  In  this  case,  all  the  children  that 
ivere  born  to  them,  during  their  servitude,  were  the  property 
of  the  master;  and  these  are  called  home-born  servants,  who, 
had  not  so  much  liberty  allowed  them  as  when  they  were 
servants  by  mutual  compact,  as  is  most  common  among  us;  in 
v;hich  case  both  parties  are  bound  by  this  agreement. 

3.  We  proceed  to  consider  the  duty  of  the  members  of  a 
common-wealth,  or  body-politic,  to  their  lawful  magistrates, 
as  the  apostle  says.  Let  every  soul  be  subject  unto  the  higher 
powers^  Rom.  xiii.  1.     Here  we  may  observe, 

(1.)  The  necessity  and  the  end  of  civil  government.  This 
will  appear,  if  we  consider  mankind  in  general,  as  prone  to  be 
influenced  by  those  passions,  which  are  not  entirely  under  the 
conduct  of  reason,  and,  if  no  check  were  given  to  them,  would 
prove  injurious  to  societies.  We  may  also  observe,  that  God 
has,  in  his  law,  ordained  certain  punishments  to  be  inflictedj^ 
with  a  design  to  restrain  those  corruptions,  and  to  keep  the 
v.orld  in  order.  And  that  this  end  may  more  effectually  be 
answered,  it  is  necessary,  that  some  should  be  set  over  others, 
to  administer  justice,  in  chastising  the  guilty,  and  defending 
the  innocent ;  otherwise  the  world  would  be  filled  with  con- 
fusion, and  men  would  commit  sin  with  impunity;  and  more 
resemble  brute  creatures  than  those  that  are  endowed  w^ith, 
reason,  and  as  such,  capable  of  moral  government ;  as  it  is  said 
when  there  was  no  king-  in  Israel^  every  man  did  that  "which 
zoas  rig-ht  in  his  oxvn  eyes^  Judges  xxi.  25. 

We  proceed  now  to  consider  the  advantage  of  civil  govern- 
ment. It  is  in  itself  a  blessing  to  mankind,  when  it  does  not 
degenerate  into  tyranny.  So  that  good  magistrates  are  a  great 
instance  of  divine  favour  to  a  nation ;  as  the  queen  of  Sheba 
said  to  Solomon,  Happy  are  thy  vten^  and  happy  are  these  thij 
servants  which  stand  coiitinually  before  thee^  and  hear  thy  wis- 
dom. Blessed  be  the  Lord  thy  God^  xvhich  delighted  in  thee^  to 
set  thee  on  his  throne^  to  be  king  for  the  Lord  thy  God.  Bcr 
cause  thy  God  loved  Israel^  to  establish  them  for  ever^  therefore 
made  he  thee  king'  over  them,  to  do  judgmeiit  and  justice^  2 
Chron.  ix,  7.  8.  And  it  is  included  among  the  blessings  of 
the  gospel-state,  that  kings  shoidd  be  their  nursing  fathers^  and 
their  queens  their  nursing  mothers^  Isa.  xlix.  23.  Such  are 
gaid,  as  David  was,  to  be  raised  up.,  to  fidfl  the  will  of  God, 
Acts  xiii.'22. 
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Nevertheless,  civU  government  may  be  so  administered, 
that  it  may  cease  t®  be  a  blessing  to  the  subjects.  ,  Thus 
Samuel  describes  the  misei'able  estace  of  a  ptoplc,  whose  kings 
endeavour  to  establish  their  own  greatness  by  enslaving  and 
plundering  their  subjects  taking  their  sons  and  daughters  by 
force,  to  be  their  servants ;  seizing  tht'irjieidsy  their  vineyards 
and  olive-yards^  and  the  tenth  of  their  increase ;  which  would 
oblige  them  to  cry  unto  the  Lord^  because  of  their  oppreasion^ 
1  Sam.  viii.  11, — 18.  And  we  have  an  instance  of  this  in 
Rehoboam,  who  was  herein  as  remarkable  for  his  want  of 
conduct,  as  his  father  was  for  his  excelling  wisdom.  His 
rough  and  ill-timed  answer  to  his  subjects,  m  which  he  gave 
them  to  expect  nothing  else  but  oppression  and  slavery,  issued 
in  the  revolt  of  the  ten  tnbes  irom  his  government,  1  Kings 
sii.  13,  14. 

From  this  different  method  of  the  administration  of  civil 
government,  whereby  it  rendered  either  a  blessing  or  an  afflic- 
tion to  the  subjects;  wo  in:iy  iuler, 

[1.]  That  when  that  which  is  in  itself  a  blessing,  is  turned 
into  a  curse,  this  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  punishment  inflict- 
ed by  God,  for  the  iniquity  of  a  pt  ople.  Thus  he  says,  I  gave 
thee  a  ktJig  in  mine  anger,  and  took  him  awatj  in  wrath,  Hosea 
xiii.  11. 

[2.]  We  have  great  reason  to  be  well-pleased  with,  and  to 
bless  God  for  the  government  we  are  under,  as  not  being  ex- 
posed to  the  slavery  that  some  other  nations  are;  who  have 
no  laws,  but  what  result  from  the  arbitrary  will  of  their  prince ; 
and  who  can  call  nothing  they  have  their  own.  This  should 
make  us  prize  the  liberties  we  enjoy;  and  be  a  strong  motive 
to  us  to  give  due  and  cheerful  ob'.dience  to  our  rightful  and 
lawful  sovereign,  and  all  mag;  ,a",.t(;s  under  him,  who  rule  in 
righteousness,  and  are  a  terror  to  evil  doers,  but  a  praise  to 
them  that  do  well. 

[3.]  This  affords  matter  of  reproof  to  the  restless  tempera 
of  those,  who  are  under  the  mildest  government;  which  is  ad- 
ministered beyond  all  reasonable  exception,  our  enemies  them- 
selves being  judges,  who  would  confess  the  same,  were  they 
not  blinded  with  prejudice;  which  puts  them  upon  betaking 
themselves  to  railery,  instead  of  better  arguments.  These  are- 
reproved  by  the  apostle,  who  speaks  of  some  that  -walk  after 
the  flesh,  in  the  lust  of  uncleanners^  and  despise  go':)ernment. 
Presumptuous  are  they,  self-willed,  they  are  not  afraid  to  speak 
tvil,  even  of  dignities,  2  Pet.  ii.  10.     This  leads  us 

To  consider  the  honour  that  subjects  owe  to  their  lawful 
snagistrates.     Accordingly, 

1st,  They  are  highly  to  resent,  and  endeavour,  in  their  seve- 
ral stations  and  capacities,  to  check  the  insoler.cc  of  those  v,'ho 
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jnake  bold  with  the  character,  and  take  the  liberty  to  reproach 
their  magistrates  in  common  conversation;  which  is  directly- 
contrary  to  the  law  of  God ;  that  says,  Curse  not  the  king^  no, 
net  in  thy  thought^  and  curse  7iot  the  rich  in  thy  bed-chamber. 
For  a  bird  of  the  air  shall  carry  the  voice;  and  that  which  hatU 
Things  shall  tell  the  matter^  Eccles.  x.  20. 

2«7?/,  We  are  to  support  the  honour  of  government,  by  pay- 
ing those  tributes  which  are  lawfully  exacted.  Thus  the  apos- 
tle says,  Render  to  all  their  due ;  tribute  to  xohom  tribue  is  due^ 
custom  to  -whom  custom^  fear  to  whom  fear,  honour  to  whom 
honour,  Rom.  xiii.  7. 

^dly.  We  are  to  pray  for  a  blessing  from  God,  on  the  ad- 
ministration of  our  civil  governors,  that  it  may  be  under  the 
divine  direction,  and  tend  to  answer  the  great  ends  of  go- 
vernment, viz.  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  welfare  of  the  sub- 
ject. And  here  I  cannot  but  observe,  that  no  one  on  earth 
has  a  power  of  discharging  subjects  from  their  obedience  to 
their  lawful  governors,  who  endeavour  to  rule  them  according 
to  the  laws  of  God  and  nature,  and  those  fundamental  consti- 
tutions that  are  agreeable  thereto.  Therefore  it  is  a  most  de- 
testable position  advanced  by  the  Papists,  that  the  pope  has  a 
power  to  excommunicate  and  depose  sovereign  princes  j  though 
it  does  not  appear  that  he  has  received  any  such  authority 
from  Christ,  but  herein  intermeddles  with  a  province  that  does 
not  belong  to  him.  For  princes  do  not  receive  their  crowns 
from  him ;  and  therefore  are  not  to  be  deposed  by  him.  In 
opposition  hereunto,  it  may  be  alleged, 

l6'^,  That  this  is  directly  contrary  to  the  temper  of  the  bles 
sed  Jesus,  and  of  the  apostles,  and  primitive  Christians ;  who 
did  not  encourage  their  foliov/ers  to  depose  Heathen  kings 
and  emperors ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  exhorted  them  to  submit 
to  them  in  all  things,  consistent  with  the  glory  of  God,  and 
the  good  of  mankind;  Jiot  only  for  wrath,  but  for  conscience 
sake^  ver.  5. 

^dly.  The  church  has  no  temporal  sword  committed  to  her, 
all  its  censures  being  spiritual.  Temporal  punishments  are 
left  in  the  hands  of  the  civil  magistrate ;  concerning  whom, 
the  apostle  says,  that  he  is  the  minister  of  God  to  thee  for  good. 
Bvl  if  thou  do  that  zuhich  is  evil,  be  af raid ;  for  he  beareth  not 
the  sword  in  vain;  for  he  is  the  minister  of  God,  a  revenger  to 
execute  rorath  upon  him  that  doth  evil,  ver.  4.  On  the  other 
hand,  when  speaking  concerning  those,  who  have  the  govern- 
ment of  ecclesiastical  matters  committed  to  them,  he  says, 
The  weapons  of  our  xvarfare  are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through 
God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong  holds,  2  Cor.  x.  24. 

The  arguments  generally  used  by  the  Papists,  to  support 
the  cause  of  rebellion,  and  theis  usurped  power  to  depose 
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magistrates,  who  are  not  of  their  communion,  are  very  weak, 
and  most  of  them,  such  as  may  easily  be  answered;  as, 

1.  When  they  allege  the  commission  given  by  Christ,  to 
Peter,  Feed  my  shcep^  John  xxi.  17.  Tiiey  pretend,  that  to 
feed,  is  the  same  as  to  govern ;  and  that  this  implies  a  power 
of  punishing;  which  they  suppose  to  be  so  far  extended,  as 
that  the  bishop  of  Rome  may  depose  sovereign  princes,  as  oc- 
casion offers ;  and  that  this  power  was  given  to  Peter  and  his 
successors,  which  the  popes  of  Rome  pretend  to  be. 

But  to  this  it  may  be  replied ;  that  this  commission  given 
by  Christ  to  Peter,  to  feed  his  sheep ^  imports  his  feeding  them 
with  knowledge  and  understanding,  and  not  lording  it  over 
God's  heritage.  Thus  our  Saviour  says,  The  kings  of  the 
Gentiles  exercise  lordship  over  them;  and  they  that  exercise 
authority  over  them^  are  called  benefactors.  But  rje  shall  not 
be  so ;  but  he  that  is  greatest  among  you^  let  him  be  as  the 
younger  ;  and  he  that  is  chief  as  he  that  doth  scrve^  Luke  xxii. 
ii5,  26.  Moreover,  their  pretence  that  the  bishops  of  Rome 
are  Peter's  successors,  contains  a  claim  of  what  they  have  not 
the  least  shadow  of  right  to ;  and  is,  indeed,  to  place  them  in 
Peter's  chair,  who  are  the  greatest  opposers  of  his  doctrine. 

2.  Another  argument  they  bring,  tending  to  overthrow  the 
power  of  the  civil  magistrate,  is,  that,  as  the  soul  is  more  ex- 
cellent than  the  body,  and  its  welfare  to  be  preferred  in  pro- 
portion thereunto;  so  the  church  is  to  take  care  of  the  spiritual 
concerns  of  mankind,  to  which  all  temporal  concerns  are  to 
give  place ;  therefore  its  power  is  greater  than  that  of  the  civil 
magistrate. 

Anstu.  To  this  it  may  be  replied;  that  this  similitude  does 
not  prove  the  thing  for  which  it  is  brought;  and  though  it  be 
allowed,  that  the  soul  is  more  excellent  than  the  body ;  yet  its 
welfare  is  not  to  be  secured  by  inflicting  corporal  punishments, 
such  as  persecutions  and  massacres ;  which,  to  abate  and  enr 
courage,  is  to  cast  a  reproach  on  religion;  and  it  will  tend 
very  much  to  weaken  the  interest  of  Christ  in  the  world. 

Moreover,  the  magistrate  is  ordained  by  God,  to  defend 
the  religious  as  well  as  civil  liberties  of  his  subjects ;  which  is 
included  in  the  apostle's  exhortation;  let  prayers  be  madeycr 
kings  and  for  all  in  authority ;  that  xve  may  lead  a  peaceable 
and  quiet  life  in  all  godliness  and  honesty^  1  Tim.  ii.  2.  and 
elsewhere  we  are  exhorted,  to  submit  to  governors^  as  unto 
them  xoho  arc  sent  by  the  Lord,  for  the  punishment  of  evil  doers, 
and  for  the  praise  of  them  that  do  zvell,  1  Pet.  ii.  14. 

3.  There  is  another  argument  which  they  make  use  of,  tnken 
from  Azariah  the  priest's  opposing  king  Uzziah,  for  intrud- 
ing himself  into  the  priest's  office,  in  burning  incense  in  th'.; 
temph.     Thus  it  is  eaid,  in  1  Chror.,  xxvi.  16 — 18.  that '  when 
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*  he  was  strong,  his  heart  was  lifted  up  to  his  destructioti.  For 
'  he  transgressed  agamst  the  Lord  his  God,  and  went  into  the 
'  temple  of  the  Lord,  to  burn  incense  upon  the  altar  of  incense» 

*  And  Azariah  the  priest  went  in  after  him,  and  with  him  fouf- 

*  score  priests  of  the  Lord,  that  were  valiant  men.     And  they 

*  withstood  Uzziah  the  king,  and  said  unto  him,  Ic  appertaineth 
-  not  unto  thee,  Uzziah,  to  burn  incense  unto  the  Lord,  but 
•■  to  the  priests  the  sons  of  Aaron,  that  are  consecrated  to  bura 
"•  incense.     Gk>  out  of  the  sanctuary,  for  thou  hast  trespassed,, 

*  neither  shall  it  be  for  thine  honour  from  the  Lord  God.'  To 
support  their  argument,  taken  from  this  scripture,  they  ob- 
serve, that  the  priests,  who  went  in  with  Azariah,  are  said  to 
be  valiant  mcn^  and  so  ready  to  commit  any  hostilities  against 
the  king.  Azariah  also  threatens  him,  when  he  tells  him.  It 
should  not  be  for  his  honour;  and  peremptorily  commands  him, 
to  be  gone  out  of  the  temple.  This  they  suppose,  is  a  flagrallt 
instance  of  the  power  of  the  church  over  the  civil  magistrate, 
in  all  those  things  that  interfere  with  what  is  sacred. 

But  to  this  it  may  be  replied ; 

(Is^,)  That  Uzziah's  sin,  according  to  the  law  of  that  dis- 
pensation, was  very  great,  and  against  an  express  command  of 
God,  who  had  ordered,  that  none  should  officiate  in  the  priest's 
office,  but  those  who  were  of  the  family  of  Aaron. 

(2<f/t/,)  Azariah,  and  the  rest  of  the  priests,  did  not  attempt 
to  depose  him,  but  to  prevent  his  going  on  in  his  sin  ;  which 
would  not  be  for  his  honour,  as  the  high-priest  tells  him.  And 
this  he  says,  not  in  a  menacing  way,  as  signifying  that  he 
would  inflict  some  punishment  on  him ;  but  as  declaring  what 
God  would  do  against  him,  that  v/ould  tend  to  his  dishonour 
for  this  sin. 

(3^/r/,)  Though  the  high-priest,  in  God's  name,  command- 
ed him  to  go  out  of  the  sanctuar}  ;  yet  he  did  not  lay  violent 
hands  on  him,  at  least,  till  the  leprosy  was  seen  upon  him. 
Ver.  27.  '  And  Azariah  the  chief  priest,  and  all  the  priests 

*  looked  upon  him,  and  behold,  he  was  leprous  in  his  forehead, 

*  and  they  thrust  him  out  from  thence  ;  yea,  himself  hasted 

*  also  to  go  out,  because  the  Lord  had  smitten  him.'  This 
they  did,  because  a  leper  was  not,  according  to  the  law  of 
God,  to  enter  into  the  congregation,  inasmuch  as  he  would  de- 
file it. 

{Aithlij^  He  was  not  properly  deposed  ;  but,  by  this  plague 
of  lepros}',  rendered  incapaJble  of  reigning  ;   and  therefore  '  he 

*  lived  alone,'  ver.  21.  'in  a  several  hovise,  being  a  leper;  for 

*  he  was  cut  off  from  the  house  of  the  Lord  :  and  Jotham  his 

*  son  was  over  the  king's  house,  judging  the  people  of  the  land.' 
This  was  agreeable  to  the  law  oi  God,  touching  the  leper,  in 
which  it  is  said,  that  '  all  the  days  wherein  the  plague  shall  be 
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*  in  him,  he  shall  be  defiled  ;  he  is  unclean  :  he  shall  dwell  a- 

*  lone,  without  the  camp  shall  his  habitation  be,'  Lev.  xiii.  46. 
It  may  farther  be  observed,  that  his  son  managed  the  affairs 
of  the  kingdom  for  him ;  so  that  the  use  which  is  made  by  the 
Papists  of  this  scripture,  to  give  countenance  to  their  doctrine 
of  deposing  princes,  is  foreign  to  the  true  sense  thereof. 

4.  There  is  one  more  scripture-example  which  the  Papists 
bring,  whereby  they  defend  their  practice,  not  only  of  depo- 
sing, but  murdering  princes;  and  that  is  in  2  Kings  xi.  15. 
But  Jehomda  the  priest  commanded  the  captains  of  the  hun- 
dreds^ the  oncers  of  the  host,  and  said  unto  thejn,  have  her  forth 
ivithout  the  ranges  ;  and  him  that  foiloxveth  her,  kill  with  the 
sxvord.  For  the  priest  had  said,  let  her  not  be  slain  in  the 
house  cf  the  Lord.     But  to  this  it  may  be  replied, 

[l5?,]  That  Athaliuh  was  plainly  an  usurper,  not  only  by 
reason  of  her  sex,  since  a  woman  was  not  to  reign  over  Israel, 
or  Judah  :  But  she  killed  all  the  seed  royal,  to  establish  her- 
self in  the  throne,  except  Joash,  who  escaped,  being  hid  from 
her  fury,  in  an  apartment  belonging  to  the  temple,  2  Chron. 
xxii.  11. 

[2fl'/i/,]  What  Jehoiada  did  in  deposing  her,  was  not  only 
with  a  good  design  to  set  up  the  lav.'ful  heir  j  but  it  was  done 
by  an  express  command  of  the  Lord,  chap,  xxiii.  3. 

Ijidly^  Joash  was  proclaimed,  and  anointed,  and  universal- 
ly owned  as  king  by  the  people,  before  Athaliah  was  slain,  2 
Kings  xi.  12, — 14. 

VI.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  sins  of  inferiors  against 
their  superiors.  These  are  expressed  in  general  terms,  in  one 
of  the  answers  we  are  explaining  ;  namely,  neglecting  the  du- 
ties we  owe  to  them,  envying  at,  and  contempt  of  their  per- 
sons, places,  and  lawful  counsels  and  commands,  and  all  re- 
fractory carriage,  that  may  prove  a  shame  and  dishonour  to 
their  government ;  but,  more  particularly,  inferiors  sin  against 
their  superiors, 

1.  In  divulging  their  secrets ;  and  that  either  as  to  what  re- 
spects the  affairs  of  their  families,  or  their  secular  callings  in 
the  world* 

2.  In  mocking,  reproaching,  or  exposing  their  infirmities. 
Thus  it  is  said,  The  eye  that  mocketh  at  his  father,  and  despi- 
seth  to  obey  his  jnother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley  shall  pick  it  out, 
and  the  young  eagles  shall  eat  it,  Prov.  xxx.  17. 

3.  In  endeavouring  to  make  disturbance  or  disorders  in  fa- 
milies, or  the  common-wealth,  through  discontent  with  their 
station  as  inferiors,  or  a  desire  to  rule  over  those  to  whom  they 
ought  to  be  in  subjection. 

4.  Servants  sin,  in  neglecting  to  fulfil  their  contract,  or  do 
the  service  which  they  engaged  to  perform,  when  thev  first  en- 
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tered  into  that  relation.  Or  when  they  are  only  disposed  to 
perform  the  duties  incumbent  on  them,  when  they  are  under 
their  master's  eye,  having  no  sense  of  common  justice,  or  their 
obligation  to  approve  themselves  to  God,  in  performing  the  du- 
ties they  owe  to  man.  Thus  the  apostle  exhorts  servants,  to 
bg  obedient  to  them  which  are  their  inastersy  with  fear  and 
trembling,  in  singleness  of  hearty  as  unto  Christ.  Not  with  eye- 
service^  as  men-pleasers^  but  as  the  servants  of  Christy  doing  the 
•will  of  God  from  the  heart,,  Eph,  vi.  5,  6. 

5.  Children  sin,  by  being  unnatural  to  their  parents,  who 
refuse  or  neglect  to  maintain  them  if  they  need  it,  especially 
when  they  are  aged  ;  whereby  they  will  appear  to  have  no 
sense  of  gratitude,  for  past  favours,  nor  regard  to  that  duty 
which  nature  obliges  them  to  perform. 


Quest.  CXXIX.  What  is  required  of  superiors  towards  their 
inferiors  f 

Answ.  It  is  required  of  superiors,  according  to  that  power 
they  receive  from  God,  and  that  relation  wherein  they  stand, 
to  love,  pray  for,  and  bless  their  inferiors ;  to  instruct,  coun- 
sel, and  admonisii  them  ;  countenancing,  commending,  and 
rewarding  such  as  do  well ;  discountenancing,  reproving,  and 
chastising  such  as  do  ill  |  protecting,  and  providing  for  them 
all  things  necessary  for  soul,  and  body ;  and  by  grave,  wise, 
holy,  and  exemplary  carriage,  to  procure  glory  to  God,  ho- 
nour to  themselves,  and  so  to  preserve  the  authority  which 
God  hath  put  upon  them.  , 

Quest.  CXXX.  What  are  the  sins  of  superiors  ? 

Answ.  The  sins  of  superiors  are,  beside  the  neglect  of  the  du- 
ties required  of  them,  and  inordinate  seeking  of  themselves, 
their  own  glory,  ease,  profit,  or  pleasure;  commanding  things 
unlawful,  or  not  in  the  power  of  inferiors  to  perform ;  coun- 
selling, encouraging,  or  favouring  them  in  that  which  is  evil, 
dissuading,  discouraging,  or  discountenancing  them  in  that 
which  is  good  ;  correcting  them  unduly,  careless  exposing, 
or  leaving  them  to  wrong,  temptation,  and  danger ;  provok- 
ing them  to  wrath ;  or  any  way  dishonouring  themselves,  or 
lessening  their  authority,  by  an  unjust,  indiscreet,  rigorous^ 
or  remiss  behaviour. 

Quest.  CXXXI.  What  are  the  duties  of  equals  f 

Answ.  The  duties  of  equals  are,  to  regard  the  dignity  and 
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worth  of  each  other,  in  giving  honour  to  go  one  before  aiio» 
ther,  and  to  rejoice  in  each  others  gifts  and  advancement,  as 
in  their  own. 

Quest.  CXXXIL  l^hat  are  the  sins  of  equals  ? 

Answ.  The  sins  of  equals  are,  beside  the  neglect  of  the  du- 
ties required,  the  undervaluing  of  the  worth,  envying  the 
gifts,  grieving  at  the  advancement  or  prosperity  one  of  ano- 
ther, and  usurping  pre-eminence  one  over  another. 

^  Quest.   CXXXIII.   ]Vhat  is  the  reason  annexed  to  theffth 
Corr}.mandment  the  more  to  enforce  it  V 

Answ.  The  reason  annexed  to  the  fifth  Commandment,  in 
these  words,  \That  thy  days  may  be  long  upon  the  land^ 
•which  the  Lord  thxj  God  giveth  thee\  is  an  express  promise 
of  long  life  and  prosperity,  as  far  as  it  shall  serve  for  God*s 
glory,  and  their  own  good,  to  all  such  as  keep  this  Com- 
mandment. 

I.  ^VTE  are  to  consider  the  duties  which  superiors  owe  to 
T  f  their  inferiors.  Whatever  circumstance  of  advance- 
ment one  has  above  another  in  the  world,  this  is  a  peculiar  gift 
of  God,  and  should  not  give  occasion  to  that  pride  of  heart 
svhich  is  natural  to  fallen  man,  which  puts  him  upon  casting 
contempt  on  those  who  are  below  him ;  much  less  should  they 
oppress  others,  who  are  in  a  lower  station  of  life  than  them- 
selves J  but  should  endeavour  to  do  good  to  them,  and  there- 
by glorify  God.  And,  indeed,  as  every  relation  is  mutual,  and 
calls  for  its  respective  duties,  so  that  superiors  expect  the  du- 
ty which  belongs  to  them,  from  inferiors ;  it  is  equally  just  and 
reasonable  that  they  should  not  neglect  those  duties  which  they 
are  obliged  to  perform  to  them ;  though  they  be  of  another  na- 
ture, different  from  those  which  they  demand  from  them. 
Here  we  shall  consider, 

2.  The  duty  of  parents  to  children.  This  not  only  includes 
in  it  the  using  their  utmost  endeavours  to  promote  their  world- 
ly advantage,  as  to  what  respects  their  present  or  future  con- 
dition in  life  ;  but  they  ought  to  have  a  just  concern  for  their 
spiritual  welfare,  which  is  a  duty  very  much  neglected,  though 
it  be  incumbent  on  all  parents,  and  will  be  performed  by  thos^ 
who  have  a  sense  of  God  and  religion  upon  their  spirits  j  this 
the  apostle  calls  bringing  them  up  in  the  nurture  and  admoni- 
tion of  the  Lord^  Eph.  vi.  4.  When  children  are  first  capable 
of  being  instructed  ;  or  when  they  first  take  In  the  knowledge 
of  common  things ;  then  it  is  the  parent's  duty  19  instil  ipto 
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them  those  things  that  are  spiritual.  It  is,  indeed,  a  difficult 
matter  to  speak  to  them  about  divine  things,  so  as  to  lead  them 
into  the  knowledge  thereof;  and  it  requires  a  great  measure 
of  wisdom  and  faithfulness  in  them.  One  of  the  first  duties 
that  they  owe  to  them,  is  acknowledging  God's  right  to  them, 
putting  them  under  his  care,  giving  them  up  to  him,  hoping 
and  trusting  in  Christ,  that  he  will  bestow  on  them  the  saving 
blessings  of  the  covenant  of  gi-ace,  and  that  in  their  early  age 
of  life.  Moreover,  since  children  soon  discover  themselves  to 
have  a  corrupt  nature  :  This  ought  to  be  checked  and  fenced 
against,  as  much  as  it  is  in  our  power  :  Since  all  habits  of  sm 
are  of  an  increasing  nature,  and  though  it  be  difficult  to  pre- 
vent them  ;  yet  we  shall  find  it  much  more  so  to  root  them 
out. 

Now  that  we  may  instil  into  the  minds  of  children,  the  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  as  soon  as  they  are  capable  of  receiving  in- 
struction, let  it  be  observed, 

(1.)  That  parents  must  take  great  care  that  they  neither 
speak  nor  act  any  thing  before  their  children,  which  may  tend 
to  corrupt  their  minds,  or  afford  a  bad  example,  which  it  would 
be  of  pernicious  consequence  to  them  to  follow  ;  nor  ought 
they  to  suffer  those  passions  to  break  forth,  which  may  render 
ihem  mean  and  conteinptible  in  the  eyes  of  their  children;  or 
give  them  occusion,  by  their  example,  to  indulge  the  same  pas- 
t'ions. 

(2.)  They  must  take  heed  that  they  do  not  exercise  severity 
for  trifles,  or  those  inadvertencies  which  children  are  charge- 
able with,  on  the  one  hand ;  nor  too  much  indulge  them  in 
that  incorrigibleness  and  profaneness  which  they  sometimes 
see  in  them,  on  the  other. 

(3.)  They  must  separate  from  them  all  companions,  or  ser- 
vants, from  whom  they  may  imbibe  the  principles  of  sin,  and 
oblige  those  who  have  the  immediate  care  of  iheir  education, 
to  instil  into  them  the  principles  of  religion,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  recommend  to  them,  the  pleasure,  beauty,  and  advan- 
tage of  holiness  in  all,  but  especially  in  young  ones. 

(4.)  The  examples  which  we  have,  either  in  scripture,  or 
our  own  observation  in  the  world,  of  those  who  have  devoted 
themselves  to  God,  and  been  religious  betimes,  is  to  be  fre- 
quently inculcated,  for  their  imitation,  with  all  the  affecting 
and  moving  expressions  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  use,  and 
with  a  particular  application  thereof  to  their  case ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  miserable  consequences  which  have  attended 
persons  neglecting  to  embrace  the  ways  of  God  in  the  days  of 
their  youth,  and  the  sore  judgments  which  often  ensue  here- 
upon ;  as  it  is  said,  His  bones  ore  full  of  the  sin  ofyouth^  Job 
:sx.  11, 
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(5.)  Reproofs  for  sin  are  to  be  given,  with  a  zeal  and  con- 
cern for  the  glory  of  Ciod  ;  and  yet  with  that  affection  as  may 
convince  ciiildren,  that  in  those  things,  in  which  they  are  rea- 
dy to  think  their  parents  their  enemies,  they  appear  to  be  their 
greatest  friends. 

(6.)  The},  who  have  the  care  of  children,  ought  to  take  heed, 
that  they  do  not  lead  them  into,  or  give  them  occasion,  to  rest 
in,  a  formal,  or  external  appearance  of  religion,  on  the  one 
hand  ;  nor,  on  the  other  hand,  are  they  to  use  any  methods 
which  may  induce  them  to  think,  that,  a  burden,  or  a  reproach, 
which  they  ought  to  esteem  their  delight  and  honour. 

(7.)  Those  opportunities  are  more  especially  to  be  embraced, 
when  instructions  are  most  iikelv  to  be  regarded  by  them  ;  as 
when  they  are  inquisitive  about  divine  things.  This  should 
give  the  parent  occasion  to  be  particular  in  explaining  them  to 
them.  Thus  God  commands  Israel,  xuhen  thij  son  asketh  thee 
In  time  to  come,  what  mean  the  testimonies  and  the  statutes,  and 
the  judgments  ;  xvhich  the  Lord  thy  God  commanded  you  ?  to 
say  unto  him,  ive  zuere  Pharaoh'' s  bondsmen,  D'jut.  vi.  20,  21. 
and  so  they  were  to  relate  to  them  those  dispensations  of  pro- 
vidence towards  them,  that  gave  occasion  to  these  statutes 
which  he  had  appointed. 

(8.)  Parents  should  let  their  children  know,  that  their  obe- 
dience to  God's  commands,  will  always  entitle  them  to  the 
greatest  share  in  their  affection,  that  this  may  be  a  motive  and 
inducement  thereunto, 

2.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  duty  which  masters  owe  to 
their  servants.     And, 

(1.)  They  ought  to  recommend  the  good  ways  of  God  to 
them,  endeavouring  to  persuade  them  to  be  religious ;  and,  by 
their  exemplary  conversation  in  their  families,  whereby  they 
adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,  in  all  things,  aflord 
them  an  additional  motive  hereunto. 

(2.)  They  should  encourage  religion  in  their  servants,  as 
well  as  diligence  and  industry.  For,  as  the  one  tends  to  their 
advantage,  to  whom  their  service  is  due  ;  the  other  tends  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  their  souls,  who  are  found 
in  the  practice  of  it. 

(3.)  Masters  should  endeavour  to  instruct  their  servants  in 
the  principles  of  religion,  especially  if  ignorant.     And, 

(4.)  They  should  allow  them  sufficient  time  for  religious  du- 
ties ;  which,  if  needful,  ought  to  be  taken  out  of  that  time, 
wherein  they  would  otherwise  be  employed  in  their  service  : 
And  this  they  ought  to  do,  as  considering,  that  the  best  Chris- 
tians are  like  to  make  the  most  faithful  servants. 

3.  We  are  now  to  consider  the  duty  of  magistrates  towards 
their  subjects.     This  consists. 
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(1.)  In  their  endeavouring  to  promote  their  liberty,  safety, 
and  happiness,  by  the  justice  and  clemency  of  their  adminis- 
tration. Thus  it  is  said,  He  that  rulcth  over  men  must  bejust^ 
rid'mg  in  the  fear  of  God,  2  Sam.  xxiii.  3.  By  this  means  they 
will  lay  their  subjects  under  the  highest  obligation  to  duty  and 
obedience  j  and  the  respect  which  they  have  from  them,  will 
render  the  station,  in  which  they  arc,  more  agreeable. 

(2.)  They  ought  to  defend  the  rights  of  subjects,  when  in- 
jured, against  their  oppressors  ;  that  tliey  may  appear  to  be, 
as  it  were,  their  common  fathers,  to  whom  they  have  recourse 
in  all  difficulties,  and  find  redress. 

(3.)  They  ought  to  encourage  and  support  the  common  de- 
sign of  Chriatiaaity,  by  suppressing  irreligion  and  profaneness, 
and  every  thing  which  is  a  scandal  to  the  Christian  name,  or 
a  reproach  to  a  well-ordered  government.     This  leads  us, 

II.  To  consider  the  sins  of  superiors.  These  sin  in  their 
behaviour  towards  their  inferiors, 

1.  By  pride  and  haughtiness;  vv^hen  they  treat  those  who 
are  below  them,  with  contempt  and  disdain ;  as  though,  because 
they  are  not,  in  many  respects,  their  equals,  they  are  not  their 
fellow-creatures.  This  discovers  itself  either  in  reproachful 
words  or  actions.  Thus  the  Pharisees  treated  those  whom 
they  apprehended  inferior  to  them,  in  gifts  or  station,  in  the 
church,  with  contempt ;  so  that  they  often  made  use  of  that 
aphorism  ;  This  people^  who  knoweth  not  the  laiv,  are  cursed^ 
John  vii.  49. 

2.  Another  sin  of  superiors  is,  when  masters  exact  severe 
and  unmerciful  labour,  beyond  what  is  reasonable,  of  their  ser- 
vants, which  is  little  better  than  the  oppression  of  the  Egyptian 
task-masters  j  who  commanded  them  to  make  brick  without 
straw,  Exod.  v.  15, 16.  and  beat,  and  dealt  severely  with  them, 
because  they  could  not  fulfil  their  unreasonable  exactions. 

5.  Sin  is  committed  by  those  who,  being  princes,  or  gene- 
rails,  exercise  inhuman  cruelty,  contrarj'^  to  the  law  of  natuj-e 
and  nations,  towards  their  conquered  enemies,  when  they  have 
them  in  their  power.  This  David  seems  to  have  been  charg- 
ed with,  as  a  blemish  in  his  reign  ;  when  he  put  the  men  of 
Rabbah,  after  he  had  conquered  them,  wider  sazus,  and  under 
harrows  of  iron,  and  made  them  pass  through  the  brick-kilns. 
Thus  did  he  unto  all  the  cities  of  the  children  of  Ammon  ;  which 
seems  hardly  justifiable  by  marshal  law;  and  therefore  it  must 
be  reckoned  a  failing  in  him ;  especially  unless  the  Ammonites 
had  done  something  extraordinary,  to  deserve  such  treatment^ 
or  had  used  Israel  in  the  like  manner,  so  that  this  might  be 
reckoned  a  just  reprizal  upon  them,  2  Sam.  xii.  31. 

And  to  this  we  may  add,  that  magistrates  do  not  behave  to 
their  subjects,  as  they  ought,  and  therefore  commit  sin,  when 
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they  inflict  punishment  beyond  what  the  law  directs,  or  the 
crime  deserves.  Thus  small  offences  are  not  to  be  punished 
with  death,  as  capital  crimes  are,  since  the  punishment  must 
be  greater  or  less,  in  proportion  to  the  crime.  Thus  God  en- 
joined a  certain  number  of  stripes  for  some  crimes  committed, 
which  they  were  not  to  exceed  ;  whereby  their  brother  would 
seem  vile  unto  them^  Deut.  xxv.  2,  3.  that  is,  they  would  treat 
him  with  a  greater  severity  than  the  nature  of  the  crime  de- 
manded. 

4.  Superiors  sin,  when  they  take  advantage  on  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  poor;  in  buying  or  selling,  which  is  called,  2i grind- 
ing the  faces  of  the  poor y  Isa.  iii.  14,  15. 

5.  Masters,  or  parents  sin,  in  giving  undue  correction  to 
their  servants  or  children,  for  small  faults  as  when  they  ne- 
glect to  perform  some  punctilio's,  of  respect,  which  are  due  to 
them,  with  greater  severity  than  they  do,  open  sins  against 
God,  or  when  they  are  transported  with  unreasonable  passion 
for  trifles  ;  whereby  they  render  themselves  hated  by  them, 
and  provoke  them  to  wrath,  rather  than  answer  the  end  of 
chastisement,  which  is  the  glory  of  God  and  their  good.  This 
the  apostle  forbids  parents  to  do,  Eph.  vi.  4.  And  elsewhere, 
he  speaks  of  the  fathers  of  our  fe ah  chastizing  us  after  their 
own  pleasure  J  Heb.  xii.  10.  as  being  disagreeable  to  the  divine 
dispensations,  and  consequendy  not  to  be  justified  in  them  that 
practise  it. 

6.  Superiors  sin,  when  they  command  those  things,  of  their 
inferiors,  which  are  in  themselves  sinful,  which  they  cannot, 
in  their  consciences,  comply  with.  And  to  this  we  may  add, 
their  demanding  those  things  which  are  impossible,  and  being 
enraged  against  them  for  not  doing  them. 

7.  Superiors  sin,  when  they  surmise  their  inferiors  have 
committed  a  fault,  which  they  resent,  and  punish,  without  suf- 
fering them  to  vindicate  themselves,  though  they  request  this 
favour  in  the  most  submissive  way.  This  is  to  extend  their 
authority  beyond  the  bounds  of  reason.  We  shall  now  consi- 
der, 

•    III.  The  duty  of  equals.     And, 

1.  They  ought  to  encourage  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  one 
another  in  the  ways  of  God,  which  is  the  great  end  and  design 
of  Christian  societies. 

2.  They  ought  to  sympathize  with  one  another  in  their 
weakness,  warning  and  helping  each  other,  when  exposed  to 
temptations,  or  overcome  by  them. 

3.  They  ought  to  defend  one  another  when  reproached  by 
the  enemies  of  God  and  religion. 

4.  To  love  one  another,  and  reioice  in  each  others  welfare. 
And, 
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5.  To  ^vithf^ra^^r  from  the  society  of  those  who  arc  a  reproach 
to,  or  endeavour  to  turn  them  aside  from  the  good  ways  of 
God. 

IV.  We  shall  now  consider  the  sins  of  equals  ;  which  they 
are  guilty  of, 

1.  When  they  entertain  unjust  and  unfriendly  quarrels,  con- 
trary to  that  love,  which  ought  to  be  amongst  brethren. 

2#  When  they  afl'ect,  or  usurp  pre-eminence  over  one  ano- 
ther;  as  Diotrephes  did,  whom  the  apostle  speaks  of,  who 
loved  to  have  the  pre-eminence  amongst  them^  3  John,  ver.  9. 
Ciirist's  disciples  themselves  were  sometimes  liable  to  this 
cliarge;  especially  when  there  was  c  strife  among  them^  which 
of  them  should  be  accounted  greatest^  Luke  xxii.  24.  which  our 
baviour  is  so  far  from  commending  in  them,  that  he  reproves 
them  for  it. 

3.  It  is  a  great  sin,  when  equals  endeavour  to  make  breach- 
es amongst  those,  who  are  otherwise  inclined  to  live  peaceably 
with  one  another.  This  is  the  wretched  employment  of  tale- 
bearers, busy-bodies,  make-bates,  and  slanderers,  who  delight 
to  raise  and  propagate  false  reports  ;  as  the  Psalmist  supposes 
some  inclined  to  do,  who  are  distinguished  from  those  who  do 
not  backbite  with  their  tongue^  nor  take  up  a  reproach  against 
their  neighbour^  he.  Psal.  xv.  3.  and  it  is  reckoned  one  of 
those  things  which  the  Lord  hates,  Prov.  vi.  19. 

4.  They  are  guilty  of  sin,  when  they  insult,  and  take  occa= 
sion,  to  expose  their  brethren,  for  those  weaknesses  and  infir- 
mities which  they  see  in  them,  not  considering  that  they  are 
also  liable  to  the  same  themselves. 

5.  When  they  endeavour  to  ensnare  and  entice  others  to 
sin.  This  vile  practice  Solomon  takes  notice  of,  chap.  i.  10, 
25.  and  cautions  those  who  are  thus  tempted  against  consent- 
ing to,  or  complying  with  them.     We  are  now  to  consider, 

V.  The  reasons  annexed  to  the  fifth  Commandment,  which 
are  included  in  tjiat  promise  of  long  life,  to  such  as  keep  it. 
It  is  enquired  by  some,  whether  this  promise  is  to  be  applied 
to  none  but  the  Israelites  ;  since  there  is  mention  of  the  land 
which  the  Lord  gave  them,  to  wit,  Canaan  ?  To  which  it  may 
be  replied ;  that  though  they  might  make  a  particular  applica- 
tion of  it  to  themselves  ;  yet  it  extends  to  men  in  all  ages  and 
places.  Accordingly  the  apostle  Paul  mentioning  this  Com- 
mandment, and  tihe  promise  annexed  to  it,  instead  of  those 
words.  That  thy  days  tnay  be  long  in  the  land^  which  the  Lord 
thy  God giveth  thee^  alters  the  mode  of  expression,  that  it  may 
be  applicable  to  us  as  v/ell  as  them,  when  he  says.  That  thou 
viayest  live  long  on  the  earthy  Eph.  vi.  2,  3.  This  may  give 
us  occasion  to  enquire, 

1 .  Whether  this  promise  be  made  good  as  to  the  letter  of  it, 
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to  all  that  keep  this  Commandment ;  especially  since  we  find, 
tliat,  according-  to  tlie  common  methods  of  providence,  some 
good  men  live  but  a  short  time  in  this  world,  when  the  wick- 
ed oftentimes  live  to  a  great  age.  That  the  lives  of  some  good 
men  have  been  short,  needs  not  be  proved.  Abijah,  the  best 
of  Jeroboam's  family,  in  whom  some  good  thing  was  found, 
towards  the  Lord  God  of  Israel,  died  when  a  child,  1  Kings 
xiv.  12,  13.  And  Josiah,  who  was  one  of  the  best  of  the  kings 
that  reigned  over  Judah,  lived  but  thirty  nine  years  ;  for  it  is 
said,  that  he  -was  eight  years  old  zvheti  he  began  to  reign  ;  and 
he  reigned  thirtxj  and  oneyears^  2  Kings  xxii.  1.  And  Enoch 
excelled  all  the  patriarchs  who  lived  before  the  flood,  and  was 
more  honoured  in  that  he  was  translated  to  heaven,  without 
dying ;  yet  he  continued  but  a  little  while  in  this  world,  if  we 
compare  the  time  he  lived  here,  with  the  time  which  men  gene- 
rally lived  before  the  deluge ;  which  was  but  three  hundred  and 
sixty  Jive  years ;  whereas,  several  others  are  said  to  have  lived 
above  nine  hundred  years.  And  Joseph,  who  was  the  most 
remarkable,  for  shewing  honour  to  parents,  and  performing  the 
duties  belonging  to  other  relations,  of  any  we  read  of  in  scrip- 
ture ;  he  li\K;d  but  an  hundred  and  ten  years^  Gen.  1.  26. 
Whereas  Levi,  who  had  been  a  reproach  to  his  father,  and  a 
dishonour  to  the  family  in  general,  lived  an  hundred  thirty  and 
seven  years^  Exod.  vi.  16. 

2.  We  shall  now  consider,  how  such  dispensations  of  provi- 
dence may  be  accounted  for,  consistently  with  the  promise  an- 
nexed to  this  Commandment.  Accordingly  it  may  be  obser- 
ved, 

(I.)  That,  when  God  takes  his  saints  out  of  the  world  when 
young,  it  is  sometimes  a  peculiar  instance  of  compassion  to 
them,  in  taking  them  from  the  evil  to  come.  Thus  Josiah  died, 
as  was  but  now  hinted,  when  young ;  but  this  was  in  mercy  to 
him,  that  he  might  not  see  the  evil  which  God  would  bring  on 
Judah  for  their  sins,  2  Kings  xxii.  20. 

(2.)  They  are,  at  their  death,  possessed  of  a  better  world, 
which  is  the  best  exchange  :  So  that  were  the  matter  referred 
to  their  own  choice,  they  would  choose  heaven  before  the  long- 
est life,  and  the  best  advantages  they  can  enjoy  in  this  world. 

(3.)  Old  age  is  not  a  blessing,  unless  it  be  adorned  with 
grace.  The  hoary  head  is,  indeed,  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be 
found  in  the  tuay  of  righteousness,  Prov.  xvi.^  13.  but  not 
otherwise.  Good  men  are  not  destroyed  by  the  blast  of  God's 
wrath,  but  gathered,  like  a  shock  of  corn,  when  fully  ripe ;  they 
are  meet  for,  and  then  received  into  a  better  world.  There- 
fore the  child  dying  in  Christ,  is  said  to  die  an  hundred  years 
old,  Isa.  Ixv.  20. 

voT.  in.  3  T 
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3.  We  shall  now  enquire,  how  far,  or  in  what  respects,  we 
are  to  hope  for,  and  desire  the  accomphshment  of  the  promises 
of  temporal  good  things. 

(1.)  Temporal  good  things  are  not  to  be  desired  ultimately 
for  themselves,  but  as  subservient  to  the  glory  of  God.  And 
long  life  in  particular  is  a  blessing,  so  far  as  it  affords  more 
space  to  do  service  to  the  interest  of  Christ  in  the  world. 

(2.)  They  are  to  be  desired,  with  an  entire  submission  to 
the  will  of  God,  and  a  resolution  to  acknowledge,  that  he  is 
righteous,  and  to  magnify  his  name,  though  he  deny  them  to 
us,  us  considering  that  he  knows  what  is  best  for  us,  and  may 
do  what  he  will  with  his  own. 

(3.)  We  are  to  desire  that  God  would  give  us  temporal  good 
things  in  mercy,  as  pledges  of  eternal  happiness,  and  not  in 
wrath.  Thus  the  Psalmist  says ;  There  be  many  that  say^  ivho 
zuill  shew  us  any  good?  Lord^  lift  thou  up  the  light  of  thy  coun- 
tmance  upon  us^  Psal.  iv.  6. 

4.  We  shall  now  enquire  with  what  frame  of  spirit  we  ought 
to  bear  the  loss  of  temporal  good  things,  which  we  have  been 
encouraged  by  God's  promise,  to  hope  for.  In  answer  to  this, 
let  it  be  considered,  that  if  God  does  not  fulfil  his  promise  in 
the  way  and  manner  which  we  expect,  in  granting  us  temporal 
good  things  ;  yet, 

(1.)  We  must  justify  him,  and  condemn  ourselves;  none 
can  say,  that  he  does  not  forfeit  all  blessings  daily.  Therefore 
we  are  to  say;  let  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar.  He  is 
a  God  of  infinite  faithfulness  ;  but  we  are  unfaithful,  and  not 
steclfist  in  his  covenant. 

(2.)  We  are  not  to  conclude,  that  our  being  deprived  of 
temporal  good  things,  which  we  expect,  is  a  certain  sign  that 
we  have  no  right  to,  or  interest  in  those  better  things  that  ac- 
company salvation  ;  as  the  wise  man  says,  No  man  knoweth 
either  love  or  hatred^  by  all  that  is  before  him^  Eccles.  ix.  1. 

(3.)  We  are  to  reckon  the  loss  of  temporal  good  things  as 
a  trial  of  our  faith  and  patience  ;  and  endeavour,  under  such 
disappointments,  to  make  it  appear,  that  the  world  was  not  the 
main  thing  we  had  in  view  ;  but  Christ  and  spiritual  blessings 
in  him,  were  the  spring  of  all  our  religion. 

5.  It  may  farther  be  enquired  ;  what  are  those  things  that 
tend  to  make  a  long  life  happy,  for  which  alone  it  is  to  be  de- 
sired ?  It  m;)y  be  observed,  that  lile  is  sometimes  attended 
with  those  miseries,  which  induce  a  believer  to  desire  to  de- 
part, and  be  with  Christ,  as  the  weary  traveller  desires  rest. 
And  it  may  be  observed,  that  though,  in  the  promise  annexed 
to  the  fifth  Commandment,  we  have  no  mention  of  any  thing 
but  long  life ;  yet  the  apostle,  when  explaining  it,  adds,  that 
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ihey  shall  have  a  prosperous  life  ;  without  which,  long  life 
would  not  be  so  great  a  blessing.  Thus  he  says,  That  it  may 
be  well  with  thee,  and  thou  mayest  live  long  upon  the  earthy 
Eph.  vi.  3.  Now  there  are  three  things  which  tend  to  make, 
a  long  life,  happy. 

(1.)  Experience  of  growth  in  grace,  in  proportion  to  our 
advances  in  age,  according  to  that  promise,  7'Ae'i/  shall  bring' 
forth  fruit  in  old  age  ;  thty  shall  be  fat  and  Jiourishing^  Psal. 
xcii.  14. 

(2.)  When  we  retain  our  natural  abilities,  and  that  strength 
and  vigour  of  mind,  which  we  have  formerly  had.  This  some 
are  deprived  of,  through  ihe  infirmities  of  old  age  ;  whereby 
they  may  be  said  to  out-live  themselves.  It  was  a  peculiar 
blessing,  which  God  granted  to  JVIoses  ;  concerning  whom  it 
is  said,  that  he  zjas  an  hundred  and  txventy  years  old  xvhen  he 
died;  and  yet  his  eye  zvas  not  dim^  nor  his  natural  force  abatedy 
Deut.  xxxiv.  7. 

(3.)  Old  age  is  a  blessing,  when  our  usefulness  to  others, 
in  our  day  and  generation,  is  continued.  Thus  Joshua  died 
an  old  man ;  but  it  was  a  peculiar  blessing  that  he  was  useful 
to  the  end ;  for  in  the  very  close  of  his  life  he  made  a  covenant 
•with  the  people  in  Shechem,  Josh.  xxiv.  25,  compared  with  29. 
and  laid  strict  commands  on  them,  to  behave  themselves  to- 
wards God,  as  they  ought  to  do. 


Quest.  CXXXIV.  What  is  the  sixth  Comjnandment  ? 
Answ,  The  sixth  Commandment  is,  [Thou  shah  not  kill.'] 

Quest.  CXXXV.  What  are  the  duties  required  in  the  sixth 
Commandment  ? 

Answ.  The  duties  required  in  the  sixth  Commandment  are, 
all  careful  studies,  and  lawful  endeavours  to  preserve  the 
life  of  ourselves,  and  others,  by  resisting  all  thoughts  and 
purposes,  subduing  all  passions,  and  avoiding  all  occasions, 
temptations,  and  practices,  which  tend  to  the  unjust  taking 
away  the  life  of  any;  by  just  defence  thereof  against  violence, 

,  patient  bearing  of  the  hand  of  God,  quietness  of  mind,  cheer- 
fulness of  spirit,  a  sober  use  of  meat,  drink,  physic,  sleep, 
labour,  and  recreations,  by  charitable  thoughts,  love,  com- 
passion, meekness,  gentleness,  kindness,  peaceable,  mild,  and 
rourteous  speeches  and  behaviour,  forbearance,  readiness  to 
be  reconciled,  patient  bearing  and  forgiving  of  injuries,  and 
requiting  good  for  evil,  comforting  and  succouring  th^e  dis- 
tr-tssed,  and  protecting  and  defending  the  innocent, 
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Quest.  CXXXVI.  What  are  the  sins  forbidden  in  the  sixt^ 
Commandment  ? 

Answ.  The  sins  forbidden  in  the  sixth  Commandment  are, 
all  taking  away  the  life  of  ourselves,  or  of  others,  except  ia 
case  of  public  justice,  lawful  war,  or  necessar)'  defence  ;  the 
neglecting  or  withdrawing  the  lawful  and  necessary  means 
of  preservation  of  life,  sinful  anger,  hatred,  envy,  desire  of 
revenge,  all  excessive  passions,  distracting  cares,  immoder- 
ate use  of  meat,  drink,  labour,  and  recreations  ;  provoking 
words,  oppressing,  quarrelling,  striking,  wounding,  and 
whatsoever  else  tends  to  the  destruction  of  the  life  of  any. 

IN  explaining  this  Commandment,  we  are, 
I.  To  consider  the  positive  part  thereof,  or  the  duties  re- 
quired in  it,  namely,  that  we  should  use  all  lawful  endeavours 
to  preserve  our  own  life,  and  the  life  of  others  ;  and  conse- 
quently we  should  avoid  all  those  passions,  and  other  things, 
which  may  afford  an  occasion  to  take  it  avVay,  and  live  in  the 
constant  exercise  of  the  duties  of  temperance  and  sobriety,  as 
to  what  respects  ourselves  ;  meekness,  gentleness,  and  forgiv- 
ing injuries,  as  to  what  concerns  others. 

In  this  Commandment  it  is  supposed,  that  life  is  the  most 
valuable  blessing  of  nature  ;  and  therefore  to  take  it  away,  is 
to  do  the  utmost  mjury  that  can  be  attempted  against  us.  The 
vaiucibleness  of  the  life  of  man  appears  in  four  things. 

1.  It  is  the  result  of  the  union  of  the  soul  with  the  body, 
which  is  the  principle  of  those  actions  that  are  put  forth  by  us 
as  intelligent  creatures ;  and  therefore  life  is  to  be  esteemed  in 
proportion  to  the  excellency  thereof;  which,  is  the  noblest  part 
of  the  creation,  angels  excepted. 

2.  Nothing  can  compensate  or  satisfy  for  the  taking  away 
the  life  of  man,  how  much  satisfaction  soever  may  be  given 
for  the  loss  of  other  things. 

3.  We  may  observe,  that  man,  in  this  respect,  is  the  subject 
of  the  divine  image  ;  which  supposes  us  to  have  a  more  ex- 
cellent life  than  any  other  creatures  in  this  lower  world ;  and 
it  is  assigned  as  a  reason  of  our  obligation  to  preserve  it,  Gen. 
ix.  6. 

4.  Life  is  given  and  continued  to  us,  that  hereby  the  most 
valuable  ends  may  be  attained,  conducive  to  the  glory  of  God, 
the  advancement  of  religion  in  the  world,  and  promoting  our 
everlasting  happiness.  From  whence  we  may  take  an  esti- 
mate of  its  excellency ;  and  it  contains  the  highest  motive  to 
us,  to  yield  obedience  to  this  Commandment. 

This  leads  us  to  consider  the  means  which  we  are  to  use, 
m  preserve  our  own  lives,  and  the  lives  of  others.     As  to 
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■vvhat  respects  the  preservation  of  our  own  life ;  we  are  not  to 
rush  presumptuously  into  danger  of  death,  without  a  divine 
warrant,  for  that  is  to  be  prodigal  of  life.  We  are  also  to  ex- 
ercise sobriety  and  temperance,  avoiding  gluttony,  drunken- 
ness, lust,  ami  all  exorbitant  passions,  which  tend  to  impair 
the  health,  as  well  as  defile  the  conscience.  Moreover,  when 
occasion  requires  it,  we  arc  to  have  recourse  to  the  skill  of 
phvsicians,  and  make  use  of  those  proper  medicines,  that  may 
conduce  to  repair  the  weakness  and  decays  of  nature. 

As  to  what  concerns  our  endeavours  to  preserve  the  lives 
of  others ;  we  are  to  caution  them  against  those  things,  which 
would  tend  to  destroy  their  health,  and,  by  degrues,  their 
lives.  And  we  must  also  discover  and  detect  all  secret  plots 
and"  contrivances  which  may  be  directed  against  them ;  and  we 
are  to  support  and  relieve  those  who  are  ready  to  perish  by 
extreme  poverty ;  yea,  though  thev  were  our  enemies,  Rom. 
xii.  20.  Job  xxxi.  19,  20,  22.  We  are  also  to  defend  them 
who  are  in  imminent  danger  of  death,  P:^al.  Ixxxii.  3,  4.  Prov. 
sxiv.  11,  12. 

Nevertheless,  we  must  not  use  unwarrantable  meaps,  though 
it  were  to  save  our  own  lives.  As,  in  times  of  persecution, 
we  are  not  to  renounce  the  truths  of  God,  or  give  occasion  to 
tliK  common  enemy,  to  revile,  or  speak  evil  of  them,  to  avoid 
suffering  for  the  cause  thereof.  This  was  that  noble  principle 
by  which  the  mart\  rs,  whom  the  apostle  speaks  of,  were  acted; 
Tlicy  xvere  tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance,  Heb.  xi.  ^5. 
that  is,  when  they  w^ere  exposed  to  the  most  exquisite  tor- 
ments, and  their  lives  offered  them,  in  case  they  would  deny 
Christ,  they  would  not  accept  deliverance  on  so  dishonourable 
terms.  Neither  are  v.e,  at  any  time,  to  tell  a  lye,  or  act  that 
which  is  contrary  to  truth,  though  it  were  to  save  our  lives. 
This  leads  us, 

II.  To  consider  the  sins  forbidden  in  this  Commandment; 
and  these  are  either  the  taking  away  of  life,  or  doing  that 
which  has  a  tendency  thereunto. 

1.  It  is  unlawful  to  take  away  the  life  of  another.  But  this 
13  to  be  considered  with  some  exceptions,  or  limitations. 

(1.)  This  may  be  done  in  lawful  wars.  Thus  we  read  of 
many  wars  begun  and  carried  on,  and  much  blood  shed  thereia, 
by  God's  direction,  and  with  his  approbation  and  blessing; 
upon  which  occasion  it  is  said,  that  the  xvar  xvas  of  Goa\  1 
Chron.  V.  22.  Nevertheless,  when  wars  are  proclaimed, 
merely  to  satisfy  the  pride  and  avarice  of  princes,  as  in  Ben- 
hadad's  war  against  Ahab,  1  Kings  xx.  1.  i^  acq.  or  the  Wo^ 
mans,  who  made  war  on  the  countries  round  about  them, 
merely  to  enlarge  their  own  dominions,  by  ruining  others  ;  or, 
like  those  which  the  Devil  excites,  and  Antichrist  carries  on 
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against  the  church,  for  their  faithfulness  to  the  truth,  Rev.  xii. 
17.  chap.  xiii.  7.  these  wars  are  unlawful;  and  all  the  blood 
shed  therein,  is  a  breach  of  this  Commandment. 

(2.)  It  is  no  violation  of  this  Commandment,  to  take  away 
the  life  oi  offenders,  guilty  of  capital  crimes,  by  the  hand  of 
the  civil  magistrate ;  for  this  is  elsewhere  commanded,  and 
magistrates  are  appointed  for  that  end,  Deut.  xvii.  8, — 10. 

(3.)  It  is  no  breach  of  this  Commandment,  when  a  person 
kills  another  witiiout  design,  or  the  least  degree  of  premedita- 
ted malice.  Nevertheless,  the  utmost  caution  ought  to  be 
used,  that  persons  might  not  lose  their  lives  through  the  care- 
lessness and  inadvertency  of  otiiers. 

(4.)  In  some  instances,  a  person  may  kill  another  in  his  own 
defence,  without  being  guilty  of  the  breach  of  this  Command- 
ment. But  this  is  to  be  considered  with  certain  limitations  ;  as, 

[l.]  If  there  be  only  a  design,  or  conspiracy  against  our 
lives,  (jtit  no  immediate  attempt  made,  to  take  them  away ;  we 
are  to  defend  ourselves,  by  endeavouring  to  put  him  that  de- 
signed the  execrable  fact,  out  of  a  capacity  of  hurting  us,  by 
having  recourse  to  the  protection  of  the  law ;  whereby  he  may 
be  restrained  from  doing  it,  or  we  secured.  This  was  the 
method  vviiich  Paul  took,  when  the  Jews  had  bound  themselves 
with  an  oath,  to  slay  him;  he  informed  the  chief  captain  of 
this  conspiracy,  and  had  recourse  to  the  law  for  his  safety. 
Acts  xxiii.  21. 

[2.j  If  there  be  a  present  attempt  made  against  our  lives, 
we  should  rather  chuse  to  disarm,  or  fly  from  the  enemy,  than 
take  away  his  life;  but  if  this  cannot  be  done,  so  that  we  must 
either  lose  our  own  lives,  or  take  away  his,  we  do  not  incur 
the  least  guilt,  or  break  this  Commandment,  if  we  take  away 
his  life,  to  preserve  our  own,  especially  if  we  were  not  first  in 
the  quarrel;  nor  give  occasion  to  it  by  any  injurious  or  un- 
lawful practices. 

Hei-e  it  may  be  enquired,  whether  it  be  lawful  for  two  per- 
sons to  fight  a  duel,  upon  a  set  challenge,  or  provocation 
given  ?     In  answer  to  which,  let  it  be  considered, 

I*;,  That,  when  a  war,  between  two  armies,  may  be  issued, 
and  the  shedding  of  much  blood  prevented  hereby,  it  is  not 
unlawful,  provided  it  be  by  mutual  consent,  and  with  the  ap- 
probation of  those  on  both  sides,  who  have  a  right  of  making 
war  and  peace ;  and  if  the  matter  in  controversy  may  be  thus 
decided,  without  tempting  providence.  We  have  a  remarkable 
instance  of  this,  in  the  duel  fought  between  David  and  Goliah, 
m  1  Sam,  xvii.     Nevertheless, 

2dii/,  It  is  unlawful  for  two  persons,  each  seeming  too  pro- 
digal of  his  life,  to  challenge,  accept  of,  and,  pursuant  there- 
anio,  to  endeavour  to  put  an  end  to  each  others  life,  merely  to 
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gratify  their  own  passion,  or  pride.  This,  though  falsely  called 
honour,  will,  in  reality,  render  them  vile  in  the  eyes  of  God, 
and  notoriously  guilty  of  the  breach  of  this  Commandment. 

Here  we  may  consider  the  wicked  practice  of  those  who 
have  obliged  poor  wretches,  who  were  under  their  command, 
to  murder  one  another  for  their  diversion.  This  Joab  and 
Abner  did,  when  they  said.  Let  the  young  meti  arise  and  play 
before  us ;  and  every  one  thrust  his  sword  in  his  fellows  side^ 
2  Sam.  ii.'  14, — 16.  There  is  also  an  unlawful  diversion, 
which,  though  not  altogether  so  barbarSus  and  cruel,  is,  in 
some  respects,  a  breach  of  this  Commandment,  viz.  when 
persons  fight  with,  and  wound  one  another,  without  design  of 
killing,  merely  to  get  a  little  money,  while  entertaining  a  num- 
ber of  unthinking  persons  with  their  folly ;  in  which  case  they 
that  fight,  and  they  that  look  on,  are  equally  guilty.  Pro  v. 
xxvi.  18,  19.  Thus  concerning  the  sin  of  killing  another;  we 
shall  now  account  for  two  or  three  difficulties  that  occur  in 
scripture,  relating  to  the  actions  of  some  good  men,  who  seem 
to  have  been  guilty  of  the  breach  of  this  Commandment  j  but 
were  not  really  so. 

1st,  It  is  enquired,  whether  Elijah  was  chargeable  with  the 
breach  of  it  in  destroying  Baal's  prophets,  which  we  read  of 
in  1  Kings  xviii.  40.  wherein  it  is  said,  that  he  ordered  that 
none  of  them  should  escape ;  and  he  brought  them  down  to  the 
brook  KishoUy  and  slezv  them  there. 

In  answer  to  which,  it  may  be  observed,  that  it  was  not  a 
small  inoffensive  error  that  these  phophets  of  Baal  were  pun- 
ished for;  but  apostasy  from  God.  And  thac  the  persons  who 
were  t'ms  punished,  deserve  it,  will  appear,  if  we  consider, 

[1.]  That,  they  were  the  advisers  and  ring-leaders  of  all 
Israel's  idolatry,  and  the  abettors  and  principal  occasion  of 
that  violent  persecution,  which  then  raged  against  the  Lord's 
prophets,  and  true  worshippers. 

[2.]  Had  they  only  been  false  prophets,  and  not  persecutors, 
they  were  according  to  the  law  of  God  to  be  put  to  death, 
Deut.  xiii.  6, — 9. 

[3.]  This  was  done  after  a  solemn  appeal  to  God,  and  an 
answer  from  heaven,  by  fire,  which  determined,  not  only  who 
was  the  true  God,  but  who  were  his  prophets,  and  consequently 
whether  Elijah  deserved  death,  as  an  impostor,  or  Baal's  pro- 
phets. 

[4.]  Ahab  himself  was  present,  and  all  his  ministers  of  state, 
who  had  a  right  to  execute  justice  on  false  prophets;  and,  it 
is  highly  probable,  that  they  consented  to,  and  many  of  them 
had  an  immediate  hand  in  their  death,  which  might  be  occj 
sioned  by  a  sudden  conviction  in  their  consciences,  proceed- 
ing from  the  miracle  which  they  had  just  before  observed.  <^l 
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from  the  universal  cry  of  the  people  against  them :  so  that  the 
thing  was  plainly  of  tht  Lord,  to  whom  Elijah  brought  a 
great  deal  of  honour,  and  was  far  from  being  chargeable  with 
the  breach  of  this  Commandment. 

2t//^/,  It  is  farther  enquired,  whether  Abraham's  offering 
Isaac  was  a  breach  of  this  Commandment?  This  is  proposed 
as  a  difficulty  by  those  who  do  not  pay  that  deference  to  di- 
vine revelation,  as  they  ought,  nor  consider,  that  God  cannot 
command  any  thing  which  is  contrary  to  his  perfections ;  nor 
do  his  people  sin  in  obeying  any  command  that  is  given  by 
him.  However,  that  this  matter  may  be  set  in  a  just  light, 
let  it  be  considered, 

[1.]  That  God,  who  is  the  sovereign  Lord  of  life,  may  take 
it  away,  vvhen,  and  by  whom  he  pleases.  Therefore  Isaac 
had  no  more  reason  to  complain  of  any  wrong  or  injury  done 
him,  by  God,  in  ordering  his  father  to  sacrifice  him,  than  any 
one  else  has,  who  dies  by  his  immediate  hand,  in  the  common 
course  of  providence. 

[2.]  Abraham  could  not  be  said  to  do  this  with  the  temper 
and  disposition  of  a  murderer,  which  such  have,  who  are 
guilty  of  the  breach  of  this  Commandment,  who  kill  persons 
in  a  passion,  or  out  of  envy  or  malice,  being  void  of  all  natu- 
ral affection  or  brotherly  love;  but  he  acted  plainlv  in  obedi- 
ence to  God's  command.  His  hand  was  lifted  up  against  one 
whom  he  loved  equally  to,  or,  it  may  be,  more  than  his  own 
life,  and,-  doubtless,  he  would  rather  have  been,  had  God  so 
ordered  it,  the  sacrifice,  than  the  offerer. 

[3.]  This  was  done,  as  is  more  than  probable,  with  Isaac's 
full  consent.  Hence  some  think,  that  his  faith  was  no  less 
remarkable  herein  than  that  of  Abraham.  His  willingness  to 
be  offered,  evidently  appears,  in  that  Abraham  was  in  his 
feeble  and  declining  age,  and  Isaac  in  his  full  strength;  for  it 
was  not  a  litde  strength  whiclr  was  sufficient  to  carry  wood 
enough  to  answer  this  occasion,  which  we  read  he  did,  Gen. 
xxii.  6.  Besides,  if  Isaac  had  resisted,  none  was  at  hand  to 
assist  Abraham  against  him,  and,  doubtless,  he  would  have 
strove  in  this  matter  as  one  who  desired  to  be  overcome. 
Therefore  we  must  suppose,  that  it  is  so  far  from  being  a 
breach  of  this  Commandment,  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable instances  of  faith  in  scripture;  and  God's  design  in 
ordering  him  to  do  tliis,  was,  that  it  might  be  a  type  whereby 
he  would  lead  him  into  the  glorious  mystery  of  his  not  spa- 
ring his  ov/n  Son,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  of  his  willing- 
ness to  lay  down  his  life  a  ransom  for  his  people. 

odlij^  Some  charge  Moses  with  being  guilty  of  the  breach 
of  this  Commandment,  in  killing  the  Egyptian,  which  we  read 
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of  in  Exod.  ii.  11, 12.     But,  to  vindicate  him  from  this  charge, 
let  it  be  considered, 

[l.]  That  the  Egyptian,  whom  he  slew,  not  only  smote  all 
Hcbrezvy  as  it  is  in  this  chapter,  but  he  did  it  wrongfully,  as 
it  is  observed  in  Acts  vii.  24.  there  was  no  offence  given,  nor 
just  reason  for  this  injurious  treatment,  and  to  oppress  or 
abuse  one  that  is  in  a  miserable  condition,  as  the  Hebrews 
were  at  that  time,  is  an  heinous  crime  in  God's  account. 
]VIoreover,  to  smite,  in  scripture,  is  often  taken,  for  to  slay; 
so  that  it  is  not  improbable,  that  the  Egyptian  slew  the  He- 
brew J  or  if  he  did  not,  it  might  be  such  an  injury  as  deserved 
death;  which  would  have  been  inflicted  in  another  manner, 
had  not  Israel  been  denied,  at  that  time,  the  protection  of  tliei 
law. 

[2.]  Moses  was,  at  this  time,  raised  up,  and  called  by  God, 
to  be  a  ruler  and  a  judge,  to  defend  the  cause  of  his  oppres- 
sed people ;  and  in  this  action  he  first  began  to  fulfil  his  com- 
mission; though  the  people  refused  to  ov/n  him,  and  seemed 
to  join  with  those  that  designed  him  evil  for  it;  for  which 
reason  their  deliverance  was  put  off  forty  years  longer,  while 
he  was  an  exile  in  the  land  of  Midian,  Acts  vii.  24,  26.  com- 
pared with  30.  Now  to  slay  a  public  enemy  and  oppressor, 
and,  as  it  is  probable,  one  who  had  forfeited  his  life,  and  that 
with  a  commission  from  God,  to  act  as  a  ruler  and  a  judge 
over  his  people,  cannot  be  reckoned  a  breach  of  this  Com- 
mandment. Thus  concerning  the  violation  of  this  Command- 
ment, as  including  in  it  the  murdering  of  our  neighbour. 

2.  This  Commandment  is  notoriously  broken  by  those 
who  lay  violent  hands  on  thetaselves,  which  we  have  no  in- 
stance of  any  good  man,  in  scripture,  that  was  ever  suffered  to 
do,  but  only  such  who  were,  like  Saul,  Ahitophel,  Judas,  and 
others,  of  the  most  infamous  character.  This  is  a  sin  which 
is  attended  with  many  aggravations ;  For, 

(1.)  It  is  to  act  as  though  our  lives  were  at  our  own  dispo- 
sal; which  are  to  be  considered  as  a  talent  which  we  are  en- 
trusted with  by  God,  to  improve  for  his  glory;  and  he  alone 
has  a  right  to  dispose  thereof  at  his  pleasure. 

(2.)  This  argues,  and  arises  from,  the  highest  discontent 
and  impatience  under  the  hand  of  God,  which  is  contrar)"  to 
that  temper,  which  we  ought  to  exercise  as  Christians,  who 
profess  subjection  to  him. 

(3.)  ft  is  contrary  to  nature,  and  that  principle  of  self-pre- 
servation which  God  has  implanted  in  us;  and,  indeed,  he 
that  does  this,  not  only  acts  below  the  reason  of  a  man,  but 
does  that  which  even  brutes  themselves  are  not  inclined  to. 

(4.)  It  is  a  giving  place  to,  and  gratifying  the  Devil,  who 
«cts  agreeably  to  his  character,  as  a  murderer  from  the  begin- 

VoL,  III.  3Z 
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ning,  when  he  tempts  men  to  destroy  both  soul  and  body  at 
once. 

(5.)  It  is  presumptuous  and  bold  to  resolve,  that  whatever 
measure  of  duty  God  has  prescribed  for  us  to  fill  up  in  this 
world,  we  wih  serve  him  no  longer.  If  marshal  law  punishes 
deserters  with  death,  is  there  not  a  severe  punishment  due 
unto  those  who  do,  as  it  were,  desert  the  service  of  God  by 
ielf-murder?  Nothing  is  more  certain  than  this,  that  if  duty 
be  enjoined  by  God,  the  time  in  which  it  is  to  be  performed, 
is  also  fixed  by  him,  and  not  left  to  our  determination. 

(6.)  It  is  a  rushing  hastily  into  eternity,  not  considering  the 
consequence  thereof,  nor  the  awful  tribunal  of  Christ,  before 
which  they  must  immediately  appear,  and  give  an  account  of 
this,  as  well  as  other  sinful  actions  of  lite. 

(7.)  It  is  done  with  such  a  frame  of  spirit,  that  a  person 
cannot,  by  faith,  commit  his  soul  into  the  hands  of  Jesus 
Christ;  for  that  requires  a  better  temper  of  mind  than  any  one 
can  be  supposed  to  have,  who  murders  himself. 

Here  it  may  be  enquired,  since,  as  was  before  observed,  no 
good  man  was  ever  guilty  of  this  crime,  whether  Samson  did 
not  break  this  Commandment  in  pulling  down  the  house  upon 
his  own  head,  as  well  as  the  Philistines  i 
To  this  it  may  be  answered, 

[l.]  That  Samson's  life,  at  this  time,  was  a  burden  to  him- 
self, useless  to  his  brethren,  a  scorn  to  the  open  enemy,  and 
an  occasion  of  their  ascribing  their  deliverance  to  their  idol; 
and  probably.  It  would  have  been  soon  taken  away  by  them; 
which  circumstances,  though  they  would  not,  in  themselves, 
have  been  sufficient  to  justify  this  action;  yet  they  might  jus- 
tify his  desire,  that  God  would  put  an  end,  to  his  life,  and  re- 
lease him  out  of  this  miserable  world ;  especially  if  this  would 
redound  more  to  his  glory  than  any  thing  he  could  do  for  the 
future,  or  bad  done  in  the  former  part  of  his  life. 

[2.]  It  plainly  appears,  that  God,  in  answer  to  his  prayer, 
not  only  gave  him  leave  to  take  away  his  own  life,  together 
with  the  lives  of  his  enemies,  but  he  wrought  a  miracle  to  en- 
able him  to  do  it;  and  therefore  it  was  a  justifiable  action,  and 
no  breach  of  this  Commandment,  Judges  xvi.  28, — 30. 

3.  We  shall  now  consider  the  heinous  aggravation  of  this 
sin,  of  taking  away  the  life  of  another  unjustly,  and  the  terri- 
ble judgments  that  such  have  ground  to  expect,  who  are  guilty 
hereof. 

(1.)  According  to  the  divine  law,  this  sin  is  to  be  punished 
with  death,  by  the  hand  of  the  civil  magistrate,  Deut.  xix.  11, 
12.  Thus  Joab,  who  had  deserved  to  die  for  murders  for- 
merly committed,  was  slain,  by  David's  order,  by  his  son 
Solomon;  though  he  sought  protection  by  taking  hold  of  the 
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horns  of  the  altar,  1  Kings  ii.  28,  29.  Many  other  crimes 
might  be  expiated  by  sacrifices,  which  God  ordained  should 
be  offered  for  that  end;  whereas,  no  satisfaction  was  to  be  ac- 
cepted for  this  sin  but  the  blood  of  the  murderer,  Numb. 
XXXV.  31.  And  it  is  a  matter  of  dispute  v/ith  some,  whether 
kings,  who  may  pardon  many  crimes,  by  virtue  of  their  pre- 
rogative, can,  according  to  the  laws  of  God,  pardon  murder, 
without  being  supposed  to  extend  their  clemency  beyond  its 
due  bounds  ? 

(2.)  God  often  gives  up  those  who  are  guilty  of  the  sjn  of 
murder,  to  the  tenors  of  a  guilty  conscience,  which  is  a  kind 
of  hell  upon  earth ;  as  in  the  instances  of  Cain,  Lamech,  and 
others.  Gen.  iv.  13,— 15.  and  23,  24. 

(3.)  Such  a?-e  followed  with  many  remarkable  instances  of 
divine  vengeance ;  so  that  the  blast  of  providence  attends  all 
their  undertakings.  Thus  David,  after  he  had  killed  Uriah, 
was  followed  with  such  rebukes  of  providence,  that  the  latter 
part  of  his  life  was  rendered  very  uneasy  thereby;  and  whaf 
the  prophet  foretold  was  fulfilled,  that  the  sxvord  should  never 
depart  from  his  house;  that  is,  as  long  as  he  lived,  2  Sam.  xii. 
9,  10. 

(4.)  The  judgments  of  God  for  his  sin,  are  oftentimes  trans 
mitted  to  posterity.  Thus  Simeon  and  Levi's  murder  of  the 
Shechemites,  was  punished  in  the  tribes  that  descended  froni 
them;  who,  according  to  the  patriarch's  prediction,  were  divid- 
ed 171  yacob^  and  scattered  in  Israel.,  Gen.  xlix.  7.  And  Saul's 
slaying  the  Gibeonites,  was  punished  in  Divid's  time,  by  a 
famine  occasioned  thereby,  2  Sam.  xxi.  1.  And  the  murders 
which  the  Jev/s  had  committed  on  the  prophets  in  former 
;iges,  were  punished  in  the  destruction  of  their  state  and  na- 
tion ;  when  all  the  righteous  blood  that  had  been  shed^  upon  the 
earth.,  came  upon  them.,  Matt,  xxiji.  35. 

(5.)  Their  lives  afe  often  shortened,  and  they  brought  to 
the  grave  with  blood.  Thus  Absalom  perished  by  the  just 
judgment  of  God,  for  the  mvirder  of  his  brother,  as  v.'ell  as 
his  other  crimes ;  and  in  this  the  Psalmist's  observation  holds 
true,  that  bloody  and  deceitful  men  shall  not  live  out  half  their 
days.,  Psal.  Iv.  23.     We  are  now  to  consider, 

4.  That  this  Commandment  may  be  broken  otherv/ise  than 
by  the  taking  away  the  life  of  our  neighbour.  It  may  be 
committed  by  a  person  in  his  heart,  when  he  has  not  an  op- 
portunity to  execute  his  malicious  designs ;  or  is  afraid  to  do 
it,  because  of  the  punishment  from  men,  which  will  ensue. 
Thus  the  apostle  says,  y/hosoever  hcteth  hi$  brother.,  is  a  mur- 
derer^ 1  John  iii.  15.  Of  this  we  have  an  instance  in  wicked 
Ahab;  who  hated  Micajah,  because  he  prophesied  not  good 
concerning  him,  but  evil.,  1  Kings  xxii.  9,     And,  it  is  vnoxz 
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than  probable,  that  this  hatred  would  have  broke  forth  iut<s 
murder,  could  he  have  laid  hold  on  the  least  shadow  or  pre- 
tence  that  might  have  put  a  colour  on  so  vile  an  action.  And 
Jezebel  was  guilty  of  this  sin,  who  threatened  to  murder  the 
prophet  Elijah,  chap.  xix.  2.  and  the  Jews,  who  were  filled 
tvith  malice  against  our  Saviour;  for  which  reason  they  would 
have  put  him  to  death  at  that  time ;  but  they  feared  the  people, 
Mark  xi.  18.  And  as  this  is  a  sin  that  reigns  in  wicked 
men,  there  are  some  instances  hereof  even  in  good  men.  Thus 
David  carried  his  resentment  too  far  against  Nabal,  though  a 
churlish  and  ungrateful  man,  when  he  resolved,  in  his  passion, 
not  only  to  take  away  his  life,  which  was  an  unjustifiable  ac- 
tion, but  to  destroy  the  whole  family,  the  innocent  with  the 
guilty,  1  Sam.  xxv.  21,  22.  and  he  was  sensible  of  his  sin  in 
this  passionate  resolution,  which  occasioned  his  blessing  God 
for  his  preventing  it,  by  Abigail's  prudent  management. 

There  is  another  instance  of  sinful  and  unaccountable  pas- 
sion, that  cannot  be  excused  from  a  degree  of  heart-murder  in 
Jonah ;  who  was  very  angry  because  God  was  gracious,  and 
spared  Nineveh,  on  their  repentance;  and  in  this  fit  of  passion, 
he  desires  that  God  would  take  away  his  life,  justifies  his 
p.nger,  and,  as  it  were,  dares  him  to  cut  him  off;  which  was 
as  bad  a  frame  as  ever  any  good  man  was  in.  And  all  this 
took  its  rise  from  pride,  lest  some  should  think  him  a  false 
prophet,  who  did  not  rightly  distinguish  between  what  God 
xnight  do,  and  would  have  done,  had  they  not  repented,  and 
v,'hat  he  determined  to  do,  namely,  to  give  them  repentance, 
and  so  to  spare  them.  I  say,  rather  than  be  coimted  a  false 
Drophet,  which,  it  may  be,  was  a  groimdless  surmise,  he  was 
angry  with  God  for  sparing  it,  Jonah  iv.  1 — 4. 

Here  it  will  be  enquired,  whether  all  anger  is  sinful,  or  a 
breach  of  this  Commandment  ?  To  which  it  may  be  answered. 
That  since  the  apostle  says.  Be  cingj-ij  and  sin  not,  Eph.  iv. 
26.  it  implies,  that  there  may  be  anger  which  is  not  sinful; 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  may  rather  be  styled,  a  zeal  for  God. 
Of  this  kind  was  that  anger  which  our  Saviour  expressed 
against  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  when  he  calls  them  serpents^ 
a  generation  of  vipers,  ]Matt.  xxiii.  33.  and  when  he  whipped 
the  buyers  and  sellers  out  of  the  temple ;  on  which  occasion  it 
is  said.  The  zeal  of  thine  house  hath  eaten  me  tip,  John  ii.  15, 
17.  And  the  apostle  reproved  |^21ymas  the  sorcerer,  who  en- 
deavoured to  turn  azoaij  the  deputy  from  the  faith,  with  words 
that  seemed  full  of  anger;  when  he  addressed  himself  to  him 
in  this  manner;  0  full  of  all  suhtilty,  07id  all  mischief,  thou 
child  of  the  Devil,  thou  enemij  of  all  righteousness ;  lyilt  thou 
not  cease  to  pervert  the  right  xvays  of  the  Lord?  Acts  xiii. 
10.     And  Feter  could  not  reprove  that  vile  hypocrite  Simon 
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Magus,  when  he  offered  to  purchase  the  conferring  the  Holy- 
Ghost,  .without  expressing  some  anger  and  resentment,  as  the 
cause  required,  when  he  says.  Thy  money  perish  xmth  thecy 
&c.  chap.  viii.  20,  21.  yet  that  he  might  let  him  know  that  it 
was  only  zeal  to  God  that  provoked  his  anger,  he  gives  him 
friendly  advice  to  repent  of  this  his  wickedness,  ver.  22. 
From  whence  we  may  take  occason  to  enquire, 

(1.)  What  is  the  difference  between  sinful  anger  or  passion, 
and  an  holy  zeal  for  God? 

[1.]  An  holy  zeal  for  God,  leads  us  rightly  to  distinguish 
between  the  ptrson  reproved,  and  his  actions,  that  give  us  oc- 
casion for  it ;  so  that  we  hate  the  sin,  but  not  the  person  that 
commits  it.  Thus  the  Psalmist  says,  I  hate  the  xvork  of  theytv 
that  turn  aside^  Psal.  ci.  3.  But  sinful  anger  is  principally  di- 
rected against  the  person  with  whom  we  are  offended. 

[2.]  The  honour  of  God  is  the  only  motive  that  excites  holy 
zeal ;  but  pride  or  evil  surmise,  is  generally  the  occasion  of 
sinful  anger.  Thus  Jehu^s  executing  the  vengeance  of  God, 
in  cutting  off  Ahab's  wicked  family,  was  right,  as  to  the  matter 
of  it;  yet  it  had  a  great  mixture  of  ambition,  pride,  and  pri- 
vate hatred  of  them,  as  those  whom  he  thought  would  stand 
in  competition  with  him  for  the  crown;  and  for  this  action  he 
also  desires  the  applause  and  esteem  of  the  people ;  and  there- 
fore says  to  Jonadab,  Come  with  me,  a7id  see  my  zeal  for  the 
Lord,  2  Kings  x.  16.  so  that  the  one  is  attended  with  many- 
other  graces,  the  other  with  many  sins, 

[3.]  Holy  zeal  for  God  inclines  us  to  express  anger  against 
his  enemies,  with  sorrow  and  reluctancy,  as  being  grieved  for 
their  sin,  and  at  the  same  time  desiring  their  reformation  and 
salvation;  but  sinful  anger  meditates  revenge,  is  restless  till  it 
has  accomplished  it,  Pro  v.  iv.  16.  and  pleased  with  having 
opportunities  of  executing  it. 

[4.]  Holy  zeal  sets  aside,  or  is  not  much  concerned  about 
injuries,  as  directed  against  ourselves;  but  as  they  reflect  dis- 
honour on  the  name  of  God,  or  are  prejudicial  to  his  interest 
in  the  world.  With  this  view  it  was  that  David  says  concern- 
ing Edom,  Happy  shall  he  be  that  dasheth  thy  little  ones  against 
the  stones,  Psal.  cxxxvii.  9.  when  at  the  same  time,  he  pro- 
fesses, that  it  was  for  Jerusalem's  sake  that  he  desired  the 
ruin  of  his  enemies,  and  not  his  own ;  for  he  says,  that  he  pre- 
ferred ferusalem  abo'-je  his  chief jcy,  ver.  6.  Whereas,  on  the 
other  hand,  sinful  anger  designs  or  wishes  evil  to  others,  to 
promote  our  own  interest  and  advantage. 

(2.)  We  shall  now  consider  the  aggravations  of  sinful  pas- 
sion. 

[1.]  It  unfits  a  soul  for  holy  duties.  Accordingly  our  Sa- 
viour advises  his  people,  first  to  be  reconciled  to  their  brethren., 
and  then  come  and  offer  their  gifty  Matt.  v.  23,,  24. 
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[2.]  If  attempt  to  reprove  sin,  or  persuade  to  duty,  in  pas- 
Gion,  it  will  tend  to  take  away  the  force,  and  hinder  the  suc- 
cess of  the  arguments  we  use. 

[3.J  It  will  occasion  sorrow  and  shame,  when  reflected  on 
in  our  most  serious  thoughts. 

[4.]  It  will  expose  us  to  Satan's  temptations,  and  occasion  a 
Tnultitude  of  sins;  therefore  the  apostle  calls  it,  ^  giving  place 
to  the  Devily  Eph.  iv,  27. 

[5.]  The  smallest  injuries  are  hereby  magnified,  and  our  re- 
sentments exceed  their  due  bounds.  We  do  not  consider,  as 
we  ought  to  do,  that  the  injuries  done  against  us,  are  very 
small  when  compared  with  the  sins  we  commit,  whereby  we 
dishonour  God. 

[6.]  It  is  opposite  to  a  Christian  temper,  and  very  much 
unlike  that  frame  of  spirit,  which  our  Saviour  has  recommend- 
ed concerning  loving  our  enemies.  Matt.  v.  44.  and  is  also 
contrary  to  his  example,  Who,  when  he  was  reviled,  reviled  not 
again,  1  Pet.  ii.  23. 

[7.]  As  it  is  a  stirring  up  our  own  corruptions,  so  it  tends 
to  stir  up  the  corruption  of  others,  and  provoke  them  to  sin, 
as  one  flame  kindleth  another,  and  hereby  increaseth  itself, 
Prov.  xxvii.  17. 

(3.)  We  shall  farther  enquire,  how  we  are  to  deal  with 
those  whom  we  converse  with,  who  are  addicted  to  passion  or 
anger  ? 

[1.]  We  are  to  exercise  a  calm,  meek,  and  humble  disposi- 
tion, bearing  reflections  with  patience,  and  replying  to  them 
with  gentleness;  especially  when  it  is  more  immediately  our 
own  cause,  and  not  the  cause  of  God  which  is  concerned 
herein.  A  soft  anszuer  turneth  away  rvrath,  chap.  xv.  1.  He 
that  is  slow  to  xvrath,  is  of  great  understanding,  chap.  xiv.  29. 

[2.]  Let  us  take  heed  that  we  do  nothing  that  tends  to  stir 
up  the  passions  of  any.  If  a  superior  is  disposed  hereunto, 
let  us  prudently  withdraw  from  him;  if  it  be  an  inferior,  let 
ns  reprove  him  with  faithfulness;  if  it  be  in  an  equal,  let  us 
take  away  the  edge  of  it,  by  meekness,  love,  and  tenderness 
towards  him,  having  compassion  on  his  weakness;  let  us  bear 
injuries  without  revenging  them,  and  overcome  evil  with  good. 
Bom.  xi.  19,-12. 
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